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of the
145" Grand Master

Bruce A. Baker

Bruce A. Baker was initiated, passed and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason
in Mid-West Lodge No. 317 on October 19, 1996, the product of a one-day conferral.
After passing through the chairs, he was elected and served as Master of Mid-West
Lodge No. 317 in 2004. Bruce also became a member of Saints John Lodge of Education
No. 331 in 2006.

Bruce was initiated into the Order of the Eastern Star on July 12, 1999, in Acacia Chapter
No. 39 in Hastings, along with his father, Glen H. Baker, Sr. and his daughter, Lisa
Baker. He served as Worthy Patron in 2003, along with his wife, Susie, as Worthy
Matron.

He joined the York Rite in Hastings on January 29, 2000, the Hastings Valley of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite on March 22, 2003, the Tehama Temple Ancient
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in 2007 and the Tangier Temple Ancient
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in 2009. M.. W .. Brother Bruce has
served on the Grand Lodge Scottish Rite 8th Degree team since 2006. He was inducted
into Omaha Chapter No. 19, National Sojourners in 2010, and the Joseph Warren Camp,
Heroes of *76 in 2011.

Bruce was appointed Grand Historian in 2006 by Most Worshipful Brother Scott J.
Krieger, Sr.; Grand Junior Deacon in 2007 by Most Worshipful Brother Dean Skokan;
appointed Grand Senior Deacon in 2008 by Most Worshipful Brother Reginald S. Kuhn;
elected Grand Junior Warden in 2009, serving under the direction of Most Worshipful
Brother Russell G. Reno; elected Grand Senior Warden in 2010, serving under the
direction of Most Worshipful Brother John T. Parsons; and elected Deputy Grand
Master/Grand Master-Elect in 2011, serving under the direction of Most Worshipful
Brother John T. Parsons, until his resignation in April 2011. Bruce was installed as the
145th Grand Master of the Most Worshipful, the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons of Nebraska, at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center in Omaha on April
16,2011.
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2012 Proceedings
of the
Grand Lodge
of the
Most Ancient and Honorable

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

One Hundred Fifty-fifth
Annual Communication

Held in Kearney, Nebraska
February 3-4, 2012

Most Worshipful Bruce A. Baker
Grand Master

First Day — Public Opening
Friday, February 3, 2012

Preceding the formal opening of the Annual Communication, the Grand Lodge of
Masons of Nebraska held public opening ceremonies at the Younes Conference Center in

Kearney, Nebraska, at 8:30 a.m. Friday, February 3, 2012.
Most Worshipful John T. Parsons, Past Grand Master, presided.

The Nebraska Grand Lodge Officers entered in reverse order, followed by the Most
Worshipful Grand Master Bruce A. Baker and his Lady Susie. Past Grand Master Parsons

led grand honors for Most Worshipful Bruce A. Baker, Grand Master.

M..W.. Bruce A. Baker presided from the lectern and introduced the Grand Chaplain

for the invocation.

L

Very Worshipful Donald E. Rife, Grand Chaplain, invoked the blessing of Deity.

L
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Grand Master Baker asked that all remain standing for the presentation of the colors. The
Colors were presented by the Heroes of *76, Joseph Warren Camp.

The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited.
¢

M..W .. Baker welcomed the audience to the 155" Annual Communication. During the
Public Opening, he explained that presiding officers from several of the appendant bodies
of the Nebraska Masonic family would be welcomed; proper tribute would be paid to
deceased brothers and the Grand Orator would bring his oration. He explained that during
the next couple days, business of the Grand Lodge would be transacted, leaders would be
elected, and educational workshops would be attended, with a few introductions and
awards thrown into the mix. Equally important, he noted, was that the Annual
Communication promised to provide some great entertainment, very good food, and the
opportunity to enjoy the Masonic fellowship of old and new friends within this great
fraternity. Due to the tight schedule and resulting time constraints, not every appendant
body representative would be introduced and that in no way reflected the esteem in which
they are highly regarded.

L

M.. W .. Baker asked the Grand Marshal to escort to the East the representatives from the
International Order of the Rainbow for Girls, Nebraska Job’s Daughters, Nebraska
DeMolay, Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star, Daughters of the Nile and the Social
Order of the Beauceant to be seated in preparation to bring greetings.

.
Grand Senior Deacon Joe McBride introduced the representatives:

International Order of the Rainbow for Girls
Shanda Lyn Born, Grand Worthy Advisor
Betty Garwood, Supreme Deputy in Nebraska
Nebraska Job’s Daughters
Lauren Busche, Grand Bethel Honored Queen
Ashley Murphy, Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter
Nickki Parks, Miss Nebraska Congeniality
Samantha McCrea, Grand Guardian
Jerry Taff, Associate Grand Guardian
Debbie Parks, Past Grand Guardian
Nebraska DeMolay
Dalton Kock, State Master Councilor
Adam Medley, State Junior Councilor
Michael W. Stuhr, Executive Officer
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Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star
Carol Hudkins, Worthy Grand Matron
Carl Plants, Worthy Grand Patron
Judy Wehrbein, Associate Grand Matron
Alvin Benemerito, Associate Grand Patron
Jan Thoman, Grand Secretary/Past Worthy Grand Matron
Pam Boshart, Grand Treasurer
Sharlene Coulter, Associate Grand Conductress
Greg Mason, Grand Chaplain
Jim Dusch, Grand Marshal
Jerrie Wilcox, Past Worthy Grand Matron
Daughters of the Nile Becky Unger, Queen, Sat-ra Temple No. 59, Omaha
Sue Krogman, Queen, Naphis Temple No. 66, Lincoln

Social Order of the Beauceant

Randa Ogier, Worthy President, North Platte Assembly No. 177

M..W.. Bruce Baker introduced Kearney City Councilman Bob Lammers to bring
greetings on behalf of the City of Kearney.

¢

Grand Master Baker invited Brother Paul Younes to the podium to bring greetings from
the Younes Hospitality Management Group.

L

M..W.. Baker called on Shanda Lyn Born, Grand Worthy Advisor, to bring greetings
from the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls.

¢

M..W.. Baker invited State Master Councilor Dalton Kock to the podium to bring
greetings and present the DeMolay Sponsoring Body of the Year and the DeMolay
Mason of the Year awards.

DEMOLAY SPONSORING BODY OF THE YEAR AWARD AND THE MASON
OF THE YEAR AWARD

State Master Councilor Dalton Kock and State Junior Councilor Adam Medley presented
the awards for DeMolay Mason of the Year and Sponsoring Body of the Year.

“This year’s Mason of the Year has been a very active Mason, and has been an
active supporter of the Masonic youth groups in his community for many years.
He has served as Master of his lodge, Worthy Patron of his Eastern Star Chapter,
and has worked with his local Rainbow Assembly serving as Rainbow Dad. He
is a Past Commander of the local Commandery, has been designated a KCCH in
the Scottish Rite, and is a member of the Tangier Shrine Chanters. He has been
tireless in his efforts to support our Masonic Youth by serving on the Grand
Lodge Youth Committee and on the Masonic Youth Leadership Conference
Planning Committee. He as served as a director and officer of the Masonic
Youth Foundation for greater than 15 years. It is my distinct pleasure to present
the Mason of the Year Award to James Carlton of Bellevue Lodge No. 325.”
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DeMolay Chapters must have at least three Master Masons on their Advisory Board and
be sponsored by a Masonic Family Body. Each year, Nebraska DeMolay recognizes a
group who has gone “above and beyond” as the Nebraska DeMolay Sponsoring Body of
the Year.

“The 2011 recipient is always looking for ways to assist their chapter. This
group has always been very generous of their time and financial resources. The
officers of the sponsoring body are known to the members of their DeMolay
Chapter not only because they see them in the building from time to time but
because they will attend meetings on occasion and work side by side with them
on various projects. Their unsolicited response has always been “whatever it
takes.” The decision over this year’s award was very difficult, not only because
there are several DeMolay sponsoring bodies doing a good job, but also because
this group has won the award previously.

Nebraska DeMolay is pleased to present the Sponsoring Body of the Year
Award to Tangier Shrine of Omaha Nebraska.”

¢

M..W.. Baker invited Carol Hudkins, Worthy Grand Matron, and Carl Plants, Worthy
Grand Patron, to bring greetings from Grand Chapter of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern
Star.

L

Miss Ashley Murphy, Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter, was asked to bring greetings from
Nebraska Job’s Daughters.

L

M.. W .. Baker welcomed Randa Ogier, Worthy President of Assembly No. 177 in North
Platte to bring greetings from the Social Order of the Beauceant.

LODGE MEMBERSHIP AWARDS

The Grand Master explained that W..B.. Patrick Barger, Chairman of the Membership
Committee, was currently serving in Afghanistan. M.. W ... Baker said that he is proud to
present the Membership Awards in Brother Barger’s absence. The two membership
awards are given for the highest percent of positive net growth — counting new members,
reinstatements, suspensions and deaths. Each winning lodge received a traveling trophy
to display in their lodge for one year. The winner in the large lodge division was Cotner
Lodge No. 297 in Lincoln. The trophy in the small lodge division went to Garfield Lodge
No. 295 in O’Neill.



February 2012 155™ Annual Communication Proceedings

CHANGE FOR THE TROOPS AWARDS

Grand Master Baker indicated that the Change for the Troops Program was started in
2010 by M.. W .. John Parsons with the enthusiastic approval of the line officers. Change
for the Troops is a great program made possible by the support and generosity of the local
lodges and supporting appendant bodies. He went on to say that the awards would be
given in two categories for the Change for the Troops Program: Total Contributions and
Total Per Capita Contributions. The top three lodges in each category would receive a
sculpture featuring the flag and bald eagle, and the top ten lodges in each category would
receive certificates for their participation in and contribution to the program, with two
additional organizations receiving honorable mention. M.. W ... Baker read the top three
winners in each category and asked that a representative from each lodge come forward
to receive the awards. He then read the remaining seven winners in each category, and
the honorable mention appendant bodies, and asked that a representative pick up the
certificate after the close of the Public Opening.

Awards for Top Total Contributions Awards for Top Total Per Capita

1.  Platte Valley No. 32 Contributions
2 Plainview No. 204 1.  Plainview No. 204
3. George W. Lininger No. 268 2.  Platte Valley No. 32
4.  Plattsmouth No. 6 Franklin No. 264
5. Cotner No. 297 George W. Lininger No. 268
6. Geneva No. 79 Geneva No. 79
7. Papillion No. 39 Robert W. Furnas No. 265
8.
9
10.
Ho

Custer No. 148 Stromsburg No. 126

Robert W. Furnas No. 265 Custer No. 148

Shiloh No. 327 Plattsmouth No. 6
norable Mention: Cotner No. 297

SO NEW

—_—

1. North Platte York Rite Bodies
2. Omaha York Rite Bodies

¢

M..W.. Baker called attention to the lists of Emick, Grand Lodge Youth Committee,
and Houghton Scholarships printed in the program, indicating Masonic funds were well
invested in these young scholars.

L

M..W .. Baker then asked Donald Rife, Grand Chaplain, to present the Necrology
Report.

NECROLOGY
Donald E. Rife, Grand Chaplain

Brethren, Ladies and Guests All, We take time each year to remember our brothers that
have reached the end of our toilsome journey and have gone to be with our Supreme
Architect. Let us be reminded that life’s events cannot be foretold, its mysteries cannot be
fully understood and that the ultimate end is inevitable. Let us not postpone our
preparation for the moment when our departure shall come that we may be ready and not
afraid to enter into the presence of that great Judge to whom the secrets of every life are
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known. As we view the names of our departed brethren, let us remember their hard work
and dedication that has preserved the integrity and honor of this great fraternity.

Let us Pray:

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the lives of our departed brethren, for the
memories that they have provided for us, and the lessons that they have left
behind for us to build on. Be there for the families and loved ones in their time
of need. In your name we pray, Amen.

Respectfully submitted,
Donald E. Rife, 173, 135
Grand Chaplain

A PowerPoint presentation was then observed listing the names and lodges of the
brethren who departed in 2011 to that house not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens.

M..W.. Baker thanked V.. W .. Rife for his report.

GRAND ORATION
John B. Ferguson, Grand Orator

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Past Grand Masters, Grand Lodge Officers,
Distinguished Guests, Brethren, and Ladies, Welcome to the 155" Annual
Communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Nebraska. As I sat down to
begin to write this oration, I find myself, to put it mildly, intimidated. On reflection, I was
reminded of the wise words of my friend and brother Most Worshipful Brother John
Farmer, Past Grand Master of Wyoming, and by western standards, my neighbor. He
only lives about forty miles away. He told me that in academic circles when an
undergraduate student publishes work that has been done by another it is called
plagiarism; however, when a graduate student publishes work written by someone else, it
is called research. I then set about to research this presentation.

In the Winter 2011 edition of the Nebraska Mason, Most Worshipful Brother Charlie
Amidon, Past Grand Master, is quoted as saying “It has often been said that the aim of
Masonry is to find good men and make them better. Hogwash! A good friend of mine and
Past Grand Master states our aim correctly. We can’t make a man better. All we can do is
present him with a few simple values that he can use to make himself better. Of course,
our duty is to support him in his journey towards unattainable perfection.” Now, more on
this subject a little later.

Our fraternity as a whole continues to find itself a subject of cable television
programming. We must show the ideals of Masonry in all forms. We must show that —
morality, tolerance for all religions, service to mankind as a whole and to illustrate our
various charities, the importance of family, and patriotism. Over time, I’ve come to
realize that there is a seeming conflict in what we say that there is in reality not a conflict
at all, but requires an intelligent and thoughtful discernment between two parallel but
totally separate aspects of our organization. On the one hand there is the “If it ain’t broke,
don’t fix it” line of thought. Our ancient landmarks are written in stone and forever set as
is right and proper. The structure of our relationships with one another with society as a
whole and with our Creator is timeless and unchanging. One of the principles to which a
newly installed Worshipful Master must give his assent to is that it is not within the
power of any man or body of men to make innovations in the body of Masonry. To do so

6
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would change the very definition of our institution. On the other hand, while these
principles must remain inviolate, it is equally obvious that regular small adjustments in
our methods must be made in order to remain viable and relevant in an ever-changing
society.

Our social environment is evolving at a very rapid, even exponential, pace. Consider the
computer, barely fifty years ago the transistor came into common use. My grade school
teacher, Mrs. Connell, described it to us with a sparkle in her eye and wonder in her
voice. | will never forget that. The transistor was the thing. No one in the 1960’s could
have conceived or foretold the ability of this small instrument that I carry with me nearly
all of the time. I’m certain a large majority of you have one like it with you, hopefully
turned off or set to vibrate as Most Worshipful Brother Bruce has directed. Please bear
with me, I’m trying to make a point here. We call this a cell phone. But consider how
much more it is than a simple telephone. For example, it is a phone book. It is a calendar
that can remind us of an appointment we have; and should we forget to look at it, it will
give us an alarm. It is a music collection with a huge capacity for high quality music. It is
a library. In less than one minute I can download any of many thousands of books by just
the touch of a few buttons, and start reading whatever it is my heart desires. Then there
are movies — do you realize how many bits or bytes of data are required for a movie or a
video? The answer is billions, and in high definition no less. But that’s not nearly all,
we’ve barely scratched the surface. It’s a camera, a 10 megapixel camera. This tiny one-
quarter inch lens shoots not only still pictures, but video. It stores all of our pictures for
editing and viewing until you delete them or send them to another location. This tiny
instrument can communicate with GPS satellites in orbit. Just type in any address in
North America and it will provide you with detailed directions to your destination. And it
is a computer with full internet access. Stock quotes, weather forecasts — there’s an app
for that. It’s an alarm clock, a calculator, a compass, it can record voice memos, just push
a button, and if your mind hasn’t already turned to jelly, there are video games. Is that
enough? Oh I forgot texting. If we’re not in a place where it is rude or inappropriate, such
as a darkened movie theater or in this room, while we are in session at least, or a place
where it is downright dangerous, such as driving or even walking on a crowded street, we
can have a phone conversation without even having to talk.

Gentlemen and ladies, my point is this, technology and society in general are evolving
faster every day. Why then do our attitudes and actions pertaining to our lodge in many
ways seem to be floundering fifty years behind? Our landmarks, customs and ritual
remain properly unchanged, but we have unprecedented opportunity to improve our day-
to-day methods. Now, I’ll leave the specifics up to you because just as every brother’s
understanding of Masonry is individual and personal, so is every lodge an entity unto
itself with its own personality. But when a group of Masons unite in some endeavor with
its eyes on the same goal, great things can happen.

As I wind down, I feel that I need to share with you just one profound experience that I
had just recently. Just last week I had the honor and privilege of representing our Grand
Master Baker and the Grand Lodge of Nebraska at the Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge of Colorado. At the Grand Master’s banquet on Thursday night, I was
privileged to sit at the Grand Master’s table with Most Worshipful Brother John Egan,
Grand Master of Colorado for the year 2011. In two separate instances, the
representatives of two different grand jurisdictions mentioned that we are not meant to
improve on the quality of our brother Master Masons alone, but rather to improve our
own standing as good men and Masons. This comes back to Most Worshipful Brother
Charlie — people are listening. On the second evening at the All Masonic banquet, I had

7
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the honor of being seated with the members of the lodge in Aurora, Colorado. At the
table were two older gentlemen in their late seventies or eighties. One of them wore a
collar with an award attached, much like an officer’s jewel. Also at the table was the
immediate Past Master of the same lodge and the current Worshipful Master with his
wife. The Master and his wife were probably in their thirties, and the Past Master about
forty. The young Worshipful Master proudly explained to me that the medal the older
gentleman wore was roughly the equivalent of our Master Mason of the Year award.
Later then when the 2011 awards were presented, the Aurora Lodge won the equivalent
of our Gold Pan Award and the Mason of the Year award was presented to the immediate
Past Master. The reason for their success was obvious to me. The commitment, the
energy and excitement of these brothers had been impossible to ignore from the moment I
sat down. There I sat among them, young and old, totally united in their purpose. They
were a powerful force to whom failure to succeed was not an option.

Brothers and guests, I submit to you that although the example I’ve used is a lodge in
another grand jurisdiction, I do so only because it is so fresh in my mind. Nebraska
Masonry is equally vibrant, equally testing new ground. Your Grand Lodge Officers all
see this regularly. Swisher Lodge is meeting in Afghanistan right now under dispensation
of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, spreading Nebraska Masonry halfway around the world
as we meet here this weekend.

Finally, ladies and gentlemen, I leave you with this. Yes, there are hills to climb and
valleys to cross. Yes, there are many ruts in the road, but Nebraska Masonry will learn
and adapt. We have a true and trusty foundation. We have the materials, the working
tools and the vision to build for future generations. By applying the three great tenets of
brotherly love, relief and truth, tempered by the cardinal virtues of temperance, fortitude,
prudence and justice, Nebraska Masonry will grow and will prosper through the twenty-
first century and for ages to come.

L

M..W.. Baker thanked the Heroes of *76, Joseph Warren Camp for serving as the color
guard; Bill Gekas and Gary Jones for serving as photographers throughout the session;
and Paul Rutherford for his dedicated service as audio specialist for so many years aimed
to preserve and document the proceedings of this annual communication.

This being the first year for a new voting procedure to assist with taking a ballot by show
of hands where delegates received a color coded voting card indicating the total number
of votes they were carrying, Grand Master Baker reminded the delegates to pick up their
packets and voting cards from Credentials before the Formal Session opened.

Most Worshipful Baker then asked everyone to remain seated as the Grand Lodge
Officers retired. The room would then be cleared in preparation for the tyled Formal
Session to begin promptly at 10:05 a.m. A current dues card would be required for
admittance to the Formal Session, and Deputy Grand Custodians were asked to assist at
the door.
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A tyled Lodge of Master Masons was opened by Mid-West Lodge No. 317.
V..W.. Grand Chaplain Donald E. Rife invoked the blessing of Deity.

M..W.. Baker appointed M..W..B.. Dean Skokan, Past Grand Master, as
Parliamentarian for the 155™ Annual Communication.

A motion was made by someone that the 155™ Annual Communication be conducted by
Roberts Rules of Order. Several voices were heard to second the motion. Exercising his
right to refuse to entertain a motion, the Grand Master moved on.

Grand Master appointed M.. W .. B.. Ken Beebe to assist in the East due to the absence
of a Deputy Grand Master.

The Grand Secretary determined that a quorum was present.

The Grand Master declared the 155" Annual Communication duly opened for the
transaction of business and asked that the Grand Marshal proclaim the Annual
Communication open in ample form.
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M..W.. Baker thanked members of Mid-West Lodge No. 317for doing a superb job of
opening the lodge. The officers who opened were:

WOrshipful Master.........cccevieviieiieiieiereee e W ...B.. Bill Dittmer
SenIOr Warden ......cceevieiiieiieiieieeieeiteeee et eneeens B..Jimmy Brown
JUnIor Warden........coooiiiiiiiiie e B.. Tyson Wademan
SeCretary/TICASUIET ......ccuverveeiieieeie ettt ve e re s sae e W ..B..Dan Nonneman
(3171 o) 1 USSR W..B.. Bob Summers
SeNIOT DEACON......eouiiiiiiiieiieieee ettt e B.. Arthur Tellez
JUNIOT D@ACON ...t e W ..B.. Roger Deininger
54 1< USSR W..B..Rick Yates
.

Grand Master Baker gave the following instruction: “Brethren, as I’ve traveled around
the state, it’s occurred to me, long before that time, but it’s been reinforced how
important our obligation is to what we stand for and what we do as Masons in Nebraska.
Therefore, we are going to begin this communication with a re-obligation of the Master
Mason’s degree. Brother Grand Senior Deacon, place Most Worshipful Brother Phil
Lorenzen at the altar in due form to be re-obligated in the Master Mason’s degree.
Brethren, fall in as you are able in proper form, with your right hand resting on the
shoulder of the brother in front of you and join Most Worshipful in this re-obligation,
which will be administered by our Grand Custodian, Most Worshipful Brother Scott
Krieger.”

M.. W .. Krieger administered the obligation to M.. W ... Lorenzen.

Grand Master Baker commented, “Next to hearing a group of men like this say ‘So Mote
it Be’ and pledge allegiance to our nation’s flag, that has to be a close third to one of the
most impressive things this Grand Master has ever heard. This is a very solemn
obligation, Brethren that we all willingly and knowingly took at the altar of Masonry
when we became Master Masons, and I appreciate you taking part in that. I hope, like
myself, you’ll all reflect on the meaning of the obligation that we took freely.”

¢

M..W.. Baker asked all Past Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska to retire
with the Grand Marshal to form a procession to be received by the Grand Lodge.

RECEPTION OF THE PAST GRAND MASTERS

M..W .. Baker raised the lodge and the Past Grand Masters were brought to the East.
Grand Senior Deacon Joe McBride introduced them individually.

Charles W. AMIAOI ......coovviiiiieiie ettt et e et e e e e e s eaaeesennaeeeeas 1986
Paul R EVEIANA. ...t 1988
V. Kaye RAMSEY ...coouviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeite ettt et e 1996
DoOn E. RASIMUSSEIN ...ttt ettt e e e e et ar e e e e e e esnaaaeeeeeeeeennes 1998
DWight E. SMIth c..oooviiiiiiiiicc ettt ra e 1999
James F. BrOWI, L. ..o 2000
Philip A. LOTENZEN ....eeviiiiieeiiciii ettt ettt ettt e ste v e ae et eraesreeveesbeesseesnensnens 2001
MIChAEL E. JONES ..ottt eaae e e enaee s 2002
Kenneth D. BEEDE ........ooieeeiiieeeeeee e 2003
IVAN AL VITISKA...oeeeiiiiieeeee ettt e et e e e s e enaaaes 2005
SCOtt J. KIICZET, ST..iiiiiiiiiiiieiieit ettt ettt ste e e e st sae b e e b e eseeesaeseensens 2006
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DEAN SKOKAN ......evviiiiiiiieeeeeee ettt e e e et e e eeaaeeeeenaeeeean 2007
Reginald S. KUNN ...c.ooiiiiiieicc et 2008
RUSSEIL G REINO ..ttt e et e e e seaae e e s eaaaee s 2009
Le) 11 T R S Y ) 1 1P 2010

M.. W .. Baker led the grand honors.

Grand Master announced that it was a pleasure to have Past Grand Masters Beebe and
Skokan serve in the East with him at the communication, with M.. W .. Skokan being his
Masonic father and M.. W.". Beebe being his Masonic grandfather.

¢

R..W.. Grand Secretary Reginald S. Kuhn brought the report of the Committee on
Business and Rules, and then moved for its adoption.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND RULES
Reginald S. Kuhn, 134, 19

The business of an Annual Communication shall be conducted in accordance with the

provisions of Part I of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Grand Lodge A..F.. &

A..M.. of Nebraska, as amended. The order of business shall be as shown in the printed

program for the Communication, or as may be revised by the Grand Master to expedite

the business and procedure of the Grand Lodge. The committee further recommends:

1. The Grand Master shall appoint a brother to serve as Parliamentarian of the Annual
Communication. The Parliamentarian need not be a member of the Jurisprudence
Committee. It shall be the duty of the Parliamentarian to advise and consult the
Grand Master regarding procedures.

2. Committee Reports shall be given by the Chairman or designated member from the
East unless otherwise directed by the Grand Master.

3. Amendments which have been brought to the floor for ballot: One of the signers of
an amendment shall state the position of the signers prior to the ballot.

4. Officers speaking on any motion, resolution, committee report or other matter may
speak from the East. Members of the Grand Lodge may then speak from the main
floor at a microphone near the altar or as directed by the officer presiding. Time
permitting, other brothers may speak to the issue. Prior to speaking, each brother
shall be recognized by the officer presiding and shall state his name and lodge before
addressing the Grand Lodge.

5. No brother shall speak more than twice on any motion, resolution, committee report
or other matter unless special permission is granted by the officer presiding.
Members shall be recognized to speak in the order they rise unless the officer
presiding shall otherwise direct. If more than one brother rises at approximately the
same time, the officer presiding shall direct the order of speaking.

6. Time limits on speaking shall not be imposed unless the officer presiding shall
announce time limits in order to expedite the business of the Annual
Communication. Upon announcement, the officer presiding shall enforce the stated
limits.

7.  When the Grand Lodge is passing upon the decision and formal recommendations of
the Grand Master, the Grand Master shall first announce his position. The Chairman
of the Jurisprudence Committee will announce the position of the committee.
Discussion will then be permitted with the Grand Master permitted to speak.
Members of the Grand Lodge shall then be permitted to speak to the issue. Time
permitting, other brothers may speak after which a vote will be taken.

11
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8. When the voting method is not prescribed by the Constitution and Bylaws, it shall be
by the usual sign of a Mason while voting. The Grand Master, or other officer
presiding, may prescribe voting by secret ballot or other method at his discretion.

9. Questions of procedure not provided for in the Constitution, Bylaws, or these rules,
shall be determined by the Grand Master.

The Grand Secretary moved for approval, and the motion was seconded and passed.
¢

M..W.. Baker asked all visiting Grand Masters, Past Grand Masters and other
distinguished guests from other jurisdictions, and officers of Nebraska appendant bodies,
to retire with the Grand Marshal to form in procession to be received by the Grand
Lodge.

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

John E. Lorenzen, Chairman

W..B.. Jack Lorenzen referred the brethren to the Report of the Finance Committee on
page 32 in the Annual Communication book and announced that the Finance Committee
met in 2011 to conduct its assigned duties as prescribed in Section 1-318 of the Bylaws of
the Grand Lodge of Nebraska. He indicated that the books were independently audited by
a certified public accountant and noted that the revenue did exceed the budgeted amount,
however, a net deficit still exists, but it was less than budgeted. Still, a draw on the
investment account was required to meet the total budget. The Finance Committee found
satisfactory documentation for expenditures within the books and records of the Grand
Lodge Office and was able to conduct its work in a complete and timely manner.

L

Most Worshipful Baker announced that the motion and second previously made
regarding Roberts Rules of Order was not ignored, however, was not in a timely manner,
and by the authority vested in him as Grand Master, the motion will not be accepted and
it would not be voted upon. He went on to state that if further explanation was needed, he
would call on the Parliamentarian.

A brother approached the microphone. “Most Worshipful Sir, I am your humble servant,
Doug Johnson, Secretary of College View Lodge No. 320, Lincoln, Nebraska, on your
request, on behalf of the members, I would ask for that explanation.”

Grand Master Baker asked Most Worshipful Skokan to approach the microphone, where
he gave the following explanation: “Our Constitution, Article X, Section 2, subparagraph
(a) provides that the Grand Master has the power and the duty rather to preside at all
Annual Communications of the Grand Lodge. It does not allow the imposition of rules
upon him. If the body wishes those rules to be imposed upon the Grand Master in
conducting the meeting, the only way to do so would be by a constitutional amendment
and not by a motion from the floor. You can’t amend the Constitution or affect the
Constitution in any other way than by amending it.”

REPORT OF THE YOUTH COMMITTEE

Gene Wehrbein, Chairman

The Youth Committee has continued their work this year supporting our Nebraska young
people through various activities:

12
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1. The Fourth Triennnial Masonic Youth Leadership Conference was held on
October 1 & 2, 2011 at the Holiday Inn, Kearney, Nebraska. 370 (220 youth and
150 adults) attended the Conference. Several motivational speakers inspired the
attendees and participants also took part in the “Food Flood.” Assemblies,
Bethels and Chapters brought 1,500 pounds of non-perishable food items to the
Conference and an additional 2,000 pounds of non-perishable groceries were
purchased at a Kearney grocery store with all donations helping to fill the local
food pantry that serves 23 Nebraska counties.

2. The Silent Auction will be held during Grand Lodge in 2012. The money raised
will be divided among the three Nebraska Masonic Youth Groups (DeMolay,
Job’s, and Rainbow).

3. $1,000.00 Scholarships were awarded this spring to the following: Gavin
Thurow — International Order of DeMolay for Boys, Abigail Paxton — Job’s
Daughters International, Jennifer Reid — International Order of the Rainbow for
Girls, Heather Wilkie (the International Order of Rainbow for Girls) Grand
Master Scholarship.

4. We will continue to promote youth involvement in our Masonic activities,
scholarships, camps, etc, as well as encouraging more adult participation.

The Committee wishes to thank our Nebraska Grand Lodge for their continued
commitment to our Nebraska youth in support of these activities. We also wish to show
our appreciation to everyone who faithfully support our youth organizations, our young
people and adult sponsors through their monetary donations, their time and their talents.

Respectfully submitted,
Gene Wehrbein, 6, Chairman
Tim Birdsall, 210

James Carlton, 325

Michael Lagueux, 54, 332
Bruce Bugbee, 65

Ervin Imig, 102

Jeffrey Coleman, 39, Ad-hoc

W..B.. Wehrbein referenced the location of the report and thanked everyone for their
support of the Masonic Youth Leadership Conference held in October, as well as those
who brought items for the Silent Auction being held at Annual Communication. He then
moved for the adoption of the report of the Youth Committee as printed. The motion was
seconded and carried.

¢

Prior to beginning the introductions of visiting dignitaries, Grand Master Baker took a
moment to thank the members of Falls City Lodge No. 9 and Solomon Lodge No. 10 in
Ft. Calhoun for their work in putting together lodge historical materials for display at the
Annual Communication and encouraged everyone to take a look at the tables in the
lobby.

M.. W .. Baker also noted that on the table before him was a gavel presented to him by
the Grand Master of Wyoming, M.. W .. Brother Allan Pierce, who is a wood worker.
M.. W .. Pierce couldn’t attend the Annual Communication because he was at the Annual
Communication for the Grand Lodge of Utah as required by their bylaws.

13
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Additionally, Grand Master Baker announced that there is a gavel that is passed down
from Grand Master to Grand Master. It is a hand-crafted gavel that was presented to Most
Worshipful Charlie Amidon when he was installed as Master of Florence Lodge No. 281
in 1967. In 2001, He presented it to the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge and it is intended
to be used a traveling gavel. Grand Master Baker thanked M.. W .. Amidon for sharing
the gavel with the Grand Lodge.

Finally, Grand Master Baker held a gavel that was presented to him by his family when
he was installed as Grand Master. He indicated that he would be using the different
gavels throughout the Communication.

SWISHER LODGE U..D..

Grand Master Baker noted that mention was made in the Public Opening of Swisher
Lodge that was operating in Afghanistan. He said that the dispensation was signed on
December 1, 2011 and renewed on January 1, 2012, to allow them to continue to work
under dispensation. There are three brothers from Nebraska lodges serving as the top
officers in that lodge, degree work is being performed, and the lodge is growing under the
direction of Worshipful Master Patrick Barger, who also serves as Personal
Representative of the Grand Master for the Lincoln area. M..W .. Baker encouraged
everyone to remember what those members were doing for Masonry a half a world away
and to keep them in thoughts and prayers, hoping for their swift and safe return.

INTRODUCTION OF THE OFFICERS OF VISITING JURISDICTIONS

The visiting brethren were escorted to the front by Grand Marshal Ron Stites and
introduced by Grand Senior Deacon Joe McBride.

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska........ M.. W .. Frederick H. Wisdom, Grand Master
W ..B.. Russell W. Hobson, Grand Lecturer Emeritus
M..W .. Doysa L. Whitaker, Past Grand Master

Grand Lodge of Colorado ........cccueieieriiiineieeieeee e M.. W .. Karl Hinkle
Grand Master

Grand Lodge of Towa........cccoevvvviinienieieeeeen M..W.. Jerry L. Levay, Grand Master
W .. Bryce B. Hildreth, Chairman of the Committee on Division and Reference

Grand Lodge of Kansas ...........cccocvevvieiieieneennnnns M..W.. Tracy L. Bloom, Grand Master
R..W.. Don Newman, Jr., Deputy Grand Master

Grand Lodge of Montana..........c.ccccevererrnnnne. M.. W .. John Mangen, Past Grand Master
Grand Lodge of South Dakota..................... R..W .. John C. Hantz, Deputy Grand Master

R..W.. Charles H. “Chuck” Gilson, Senior Grand Warden
R..W.. Douglas C. McFarland, Junior Grand Warden
M..W .. Dean Behrens, Past Grand Master

Grand Lodge of Washington............ccccoeevennenee. M..W.. Gale Kenney, Past Grand Master

Grand Lodge of Wyoming..................... R..W.. Clarence Vranish, Deputy Grand Master
R..W.. William D. Townsend, III, Senior Grand Warden

Masonic Service Association..... M.. W .. Lanny R. Sander, Executive Commissioner and
Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Oklahoma

14



February 2012 155™ Annual Communication Proceedings

M.. W .. Baker led grand honors and then greeted each individually.
.

M..W .. Baker asked Tracy Bloom, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Kansas, to
bring greetings on behalf of the out of state dignitaries.

“Thank you Most Worshipful Grand Master. You caught me by surprise. |
thought I did something wrong there for a minute. It’s my pleasure to bring you
greetings on behalf of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Kansas and the
other dignitaries. The Grand Lodge of Kansas currently has about 21,800
members. One of our problems, like I’'m sure of many other jurisdictions, is the
loss of membership. I noticed reading the book that you have legislation today
that is dealing with background checks, something that we are also looking at,
something that many Grand Lodges have in place already. I heard a study from I
believe it was the Grand Lodge of Florida when they implemented their
background checks, eighteen percent of the petitioners that had put down on
their petitions that they had no felony convictions actually had felony
convictions. When some of them were asked why they didn’t list them, they
said, “Well, we didn’t think you were really gonna check.” I think it’s time, in
this day and age, brothers, that is an essential thing that every Grand Lodge
needs to implement and I applaud you for your efforts. We will be following
soon, I hope.

I would also like to relay one other quick story, if [ may. As Grand Master, you
get to travel around, you get to see a lot of things, and you get to experience a lot
of things, and towards the end of your year you get to thinking that you’ve seen
and heard everything, and I can guarantee you that last weekend this Grand
Master saw something and experienced something that I haven’t ever
experienced before and I hope I don’t get to experience again, but it was a good
experience. Some of my brothers from Overland, Kansas called me. We have a
brother that is currently ill in a hospital. He has taken his first degree, and
proved up on his first degree, but it doesn’t look hopeful that he’s going to get
out of the hospital. He had a very burning desire to become a Mason, and these
brothers relayed that story to me. Subsequently, we went to his bedside in the
hospital, and gave him the second and third degree obligations, of which he
affirmed, with some difficulty, but he did affirm those obligations. The part of
that I want to relay to you is while you’re Master Councilor of DeMolay
mentioned that he took his Master Mason degree two weeks ago and has proved
up since, I have no doubt that this brother will prove up in his lodge, should he
exit that hospital. I also have no doubt that if he doesn’t, he will prove up in
another way. When I called his family back into the hospital room, we discussed
some things, we presented him with this lambskin and his dues card, and if I
ever had any doubt that he didn’t understand what was going on, it was put to
rest right there. Because when he broke down in tears and cried like a baby, I
knew that he understood exactly what happened and exactly the position that he
was in right there. Now, Brothers, that’s what Masonry is about, and I hope each
of you in some way or another get to experience that heartfelt Masonic love for
each other.

Most Worshipful Grand Master, I thank you for the opportunity to speak. I do
have to admit that R.. W .. Don and I tried to follow along on the third degree
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obligation the best we could. That seems to have changed a little bit coming
through the borders someplace, but we got the hint. Thank you very much.”

L

Grand Master thanked M..W.. Bloom for his remarks. He also pointed out that the
derby he was wearing was on loan to him from the Worshipful Brother from Mid-West
Lodge No. 317 and he assured him that it was the correct headdress for the common man
in the late 1800’s, and somehow it seemed fitting that he wear it.

INTRODUCTION OF OFFICERS FROM NEBRASKA YORK RITE,
SCOTTISH RITE AND SHRINE

The visiting brethren were escorted to the front and introduced by Grand Senior Deacon
Joe McBride.

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Orient of Nebraska

Charles V. Sederstrom, Jr........cccccevvenueennenne. Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Supreme Council for Nebraska

CUrt EdiC.....ooovieiieiieieeieeeeeeee et General Secretary, Omaha

(€31 TS € - & B General Secretary, Alliance

Grand York Rite of Nebraska

Steven R. Barchus.........ccccovieiieiiinciiciicieceeeec e Grand High Priest

Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska

Theodore J. JORNSON ......c..ooiiiiiiiiiiie e Grand Scribe

Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska

Anthony T. “AJ” JONNSON.....c.ecouieiieiieieieeeeee e Grand Lecturer

Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska
and Conductor of the Work, Grand Council, Cryptic Masons of Nebraska

David A. Shaw.......ccceeiiviiiininininnecececenne Grand Master of the Third Veil
Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska
Paul D. Rutherford............coooviiiiiiiniiieiececeeeceeeee Grand Sentinel
Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska
Bruce T. ANderson...........cccceveeerieieienienesesese e Grand Secretary/Recorder
Red Cross of Constantine
James F. Brown, Jr. .....coccooviiiiiiiiicieeeeee Intendant General for Nebraska
Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of Nebraska
Gary L. KIUSE ..oovvieiiieeiie ettt Potentate, Tehama
Charles Haskell.........cccooovieiiiiniiiiiieic e Assistant Rabban, Tehama
Greg HadCoCK ......oviiiiiieeee e Potentate, Tangier
Daryl FInley......ccovvevvveiieiieieciieieeie e Assistant Rabban, Tangier
Gary UNGET .....ocveeeieiieiieieeeeeeeieee e High Priest and Prophet, Tangier
Don S. Larson .....cceeveereeierieiiereeee et Recorder, Tangier
James B. Parks, St. ....ccoooovivviiiiiiiieee, Treasurer and Past Potentate, Tangier
Michael A. Buchardt...........cc.oooooviiiioieieieieeeeee e Potentate, Sesostris
RON COIVENY ...t Chief Rabban, Sesostris
Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of lowa
David G. Krogh .....ccccveviieiiieiieieeieeeeee e Potentate, Abu Bekr
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National Sojourners, Inc.

Carl Diamond ...........cooovveeeeiiieeeeeee e, National Sentinel, Heroes of ‘76
Charles Folsom.........ccco......... Past National President/Past National Commander
Frederick B. VIhovde .......ccccoovvvviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee Past National President and

Past Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota (late arrival)

M..W..B.. Baker made the comment that he appreciated everyone’s attendance at the
session, and asked the brethren to welcome the leaders of the appendant bodies.

M..W..B.. Baker asked Charles Sederstrom, Sovereign Grand Inspector General of the
Supreme Council for Nebraska, to bring greetings on behalf of the Nebraska appendant
bodies.

“Most Worshipful Brother Bruce and Brethren, it gives me a great deal of
pleasure and a great honor to be here on behalf of all of the appendant bodies
and to thank all of you for being here today. I’d like to extend my thanks to
Worshipful Brother Bruce for the wonderful job he’s done this year, along with
his entire line, and I’d like to, on a personal note, and on behalf of all of my
brothers in the appendant bodies, tell you that there is nothing that is more proud
for us than to meet our brothers in a function like this. To be able to spend time
with all of you yesterday and today has been wonderful. And I can tell you that
it is so great to see men that we’re all proud of, men that are all ethical and great
brothers. Thank you so much for all you do for the organization and thank you
Brother Bruce for all you’ve done this last year.”

L

M..W .. Bruce Baker asked M.. W .. Lanny Sander of the Masonic Service Association
to come to the podium to bring an update on the activities of MSA. He also presented
Grand Master Baker with a framed certificate of appreciation from the Masonic Service
Association in appreciation of all that the Grand Lodge of Nebraska did for MSA in
2011.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS - OPENING OF BALLOT FOR GRAND MASTER

Grand Master Baker declared the next order of business would be the election of the 2012
Grand Lodge Officers.

“Brethren, before declaring the ballot open, I will address a couple of items for
clarification. We will be voting on the five elected offices individually, starting
with Grand Master. Because of the unusual circumstances of this year’s election,
I will briefly address the reason for the names being printed on the ballots and
the color coding. The name listed on each office represents the traditional
advancing line that is the officer who would traditionally stand for election to
that office listed. Having been placed in the Grand Master’s position a bit
earlier, a year nearly, than I expected, I cannot overstate the value of this
seasoning process that is provided with this non-official advancing line.

The color coding should assist the tellers in ensuring an accurate election. You
must choose only one of the voting options on your ballot, which was included
in the packet you received at registration, by either selecting the officer listed by
using the check box or filling in the name of the officer for which you’re voting
on the provided line. If both options are used, your ballot will be considered
spoiled or a void ballot and will not be counted. We will not vote on the next
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office, and I cannot stress this enough Brethren, we’re going to elect one office
at a time. We will not vote on the next office until we have an election of the
office being considered. Nominations are not required for a write-in candidate,
however, I would invite any brother that wishes to be considered as a write-in
candidate to come to the microphone to make that declaration and take a couple
of minutes to state his name, lodge and qualifications. Brethren, this does not
necessarily need to be done, but I welcome that.

A couple of other items for clarification — to be considered for an elected Grand
Lodge Office, the brother must have served as a Master of a lodge. You must
vote on the colored ballots only. That’s all that will be considered, Brethren. The
ballots will be deposited with the Deputy Grand Custodians at the back of the
room. When you have marked your ballot, you will need to take your voting
card and your ballot to be deposited in the back of the room, the two corners. If
you have more than one vote, you must display that number of votes that you
have with proxy votes in addition to your own vote. Brethren, while this process
may require a little additional time to complete, I believe it’s the fairest and
simplest way to accomplish the election of the 2012 Grand Lodge officers while
assuring the wishes of the Craft are achieved. The floor is now open to any who
would care to declare their desire to be considered a candidate for the office of
Grand Master.”

A brother approached the microphone to speak:

“Most Worshipful Grand Master, John VerMaas, Hickman Lodge No. 256, 1
would like to be considered to say a few words for the position of Grand Master
of Nebraska.”

Grand Master Baker asked him to please proceed.

“I’d like to take a couple minutes to introduce myself, my business background
and my Masonic lodge background. I have a 52-year based building company in
Lincoln, Nebraska. I’ve been past National Homebuilders Association serving as
a director on a local level, and president at the national level. We primarily focus
VerMaas Construction managing over 110 federal buildings in 12 states. We
were one of the first United States green builders counsel, accredited green
builders, and we have employees that are league certified and accredited
professionals. I am a proud member of the Eastridge Church in Lincoln,
Nebraska. I would like to say in my career of building, I’ve made a habit to,
with the buildings that we could, have cornerstones on these buildings. I have
worked with the Grand Lodges in lowa, Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska, having
cornerstones.

I’ve been a Past Master of Hickman Masonic Lodge No. 256 on two different
occasions. I was raised a Master Mason in 1959. I have belonged for over 50
years, 52 to be exact. As Master of my lodge in 1966 and 1971, I’ve been a
Scottish Rite Mason, 32™ degree, since 1962. I was Venerable Master of the
Lodge of Perfection of the Scottish Rite. I hold an honorary 33™ degree in the
Scottish Rite. I’ve been a member of the York Rite since 1979. I received the
Red Cross of Constantine. I’ve been a member of Sesostris Shrine Temple since
1963, a member of the Cushman Motor Corps Unit in 1963 to 1971. 1 was a
founder and a current member of the Harley 74’s since 1971. I was president of
the Central States Motor Corps Association in 1975. I’ve been a member of the

18



February 2012 155™ Annual Communication Proceedings

Kachina Club. I was a member of the Appropriations Committee of the Grand
Lodge for 25 years. I have a gold ribbon for special recognition for membership.
I know that I’ve signed over 50 Masonic lodge petitions. I have over 65 Shrine
petitions, the most for our Shrine temple.

I was appointed to the Sesostris Shrine Divan in 1978. I was potentate of
Sesostris Shrine Temple in 1984. I was a member of the Board of Governors of
the Shrine Twin Cities Hospital. I was elected to Imperial Outer Guard of Shrine
North America at the Imperial Session in Los Angeles in 1986. I was Imperial
Potentate of the Shrine of North America in 1996-97. I was elected Chairman of
the Board of Trustees of the Colorado Corporation, which is our hospitals, from
1997 to 2004. I was voted Chairman Emeritus of Shriners Hospitals for Children
at the Imperial Session in 2009. I’m a life member of Hickman Lodge No. 256, a
life member of Scottish Rite, a life member of Sesostris Temple. I’'m a member
of the Sojourners, Heroes of ’76, Joseph Warren Camp. I’d just like to say I'd
like to bring integrity, dealings with Masonic lodges and restore trust back to the
Grand Lodge of Nebraska. Grand Master, one of his primary duties is
leadership, and I have provided a lot of leadership to the Masonic Craft and in
my business. So with that I would ask you would consider voting for me for
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska. Thank you very much.”

Grand Master Baker thanked Brother VerMaas for his remarks and asked if there were
any other brethren who cared to step forward. He reminded everyone that a brother does
not have to step forward to be considered for the position as a write-in candidate. R.. W ..
Brother Rex Moats approached the microphone, and the Grand Master invited him to
speak.

“Most Worshipful Grand Master, Past Grand Masters and Brethren all, my name
is Rex Moats and I’ve had the honor and privilege to serve as the Nebraska
Grand Senior Warden in 2011-2012. Prior to this year, I served as the Grand
Junior Warden, the Grand Senior Deacon and was appointed Grand Junior
Deacon by Past Grand Master Reginald Kuhn. I served as Worshipful Master of
Waterloo Lodge No. 102 in Elkhorn in 2006-2007. My wife Diane and I
currently serve as the Worthy Matron and Patron of Luna Chapter No. 169,
Order of the Eastern Star in Elkhorn. I'm a member of Tangier Shrine, the
Omaha Valley of the Scottish Rite, York Rite Bodies, as well as the Sojourners.
My wife Diane and I have been married 25 years. We have four children, ages
15, 13, 10 and 7, and I’'m proud to report that the 15 year old is a Rainbow Girl
at the Elkhorn Assembly. If elected as Grand Master, 1 look forward to
continuing to moving Nebraska Masonry forward in a positive and productive
way. I’m excited for the opportunity to continue to serve the Craft, and would
appreciate your vote. Thank you.”

Grand Master Baker thanked Right Worshipful Brother Moats for his comments and
declared the ballot open. He announced to the brethren that the current vote would be for
Grand Master only, and directed all who were voting to deposit their ballots at the back
with the tellers.

After it appeared all who were entitled had balloted, the Grand Master inquired three
times, “Have all balloted who are entitled to do so?”” He then declared the ballot for the
office of Grand Master closed.
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Most Worshipful Baker invited M.. W .. Frederick Wisdom, Grand Master of the Prince
Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska, to come forward and bring greetings.

“To the Most Worshipful Grand Master Bruce Baker, Past Grand Masters, to the
brothers of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, visiting dignitaries, good morning. On
behalf of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska and its
members, we are thrilled to be seated here in your jurisdiction today. We have
been treated, Most Worshipful Sir, with all the kind respects and dignity that has
always come from the Grand Lodge of Nebraska and we thank you. For 21
years, the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska and the Grand
Lodge of Nebraska have melded themselves together, bringing brothers together
in unity. Oh how good and pleasant it is to be in this state. From Past Grand
Master Charlie Amidon of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska and from Norman C.
Hall and Edward Medlin from the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
Nebraska, who started this tradition so long ago, we cannot say anything but
thank you, thank you, thank you, because with that we have moved forward and
we just hope that throughout the jurisdictions in this great land that it will
continue to spread and that Masonry will no longer be separated, but will be
together.

We thank you for your outstanding support in the Children’s CHIP program
because without you we would not have started that years ago, and to this date in
Lincoln, Nebraska, and Omaha, Nebraska, we have come forward and identified
children so that if they somehow disappear we can find them, so thank you, once
again, Most Worshipful Sir for that. The Change for the Troops Program was
brought to our Masonic Hall by Most Worshipful Past Grand Master John
Parsons, and every year Worshipful Brother Russell Hobson ensures that we get
that can moved around and I thank him for that and I thank you for allowing us
to be a part of that, because our troops, as a veteran myself, are our
responsibility to make sure we take care of them. To have a lodge in
Afghanistan, that is fantastic, and I can’t say anything more to that except keep
moving forward; keep moving forward, Nebraska; keep moving forward,
Nebraska, and once again, thank you, Most Worshipful Sir.”

Grand Master Baker thanked Grand Master Wisdom for his comments and expressed his
appreciation for attendance by the officers of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge.

¢

M..W.. Baker invited Grand Master Karl Hinkle to bring greetings from the Grand
Lodge of Colorado.

“Good morning Brethren. Most Worshipful Grand Master, Most Worshipful
Past Grand Masters, Brethren and dear friends all, I bring you greetings from the
brethren of the Grand Lodge of Colorado. This is my first time at the grand
session, the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska. I’ve
wanted to come for a number of years, but for those of you who are familiar
with our Past Grand Master Brian Cotter, you’ll understand that he pulled rank
on me, and so I’ve been unable to attend until this year. Some interesting things
that are going on in the Grand Lodge of Colorado, briefly that I want to relate to
you. We have developed a perspective among a lot of brethren in Colorado that
for a number of years we haven’t paid as much attention as we should to what
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happens within the tyled recesses of the lodge. We’re discovering that men who
are coming to the fraternity in Colorado at least, and I suspect it’s true around
the world, that these men, regardless of their chronological age, are keenly
interested in the esoteric side of Freemasonry, meaning the symbols and the
philosophy of the Craft. And so we’ve embarked on a program of Masonic
education in the state of Colorado that perhaps has a little bit different twist than
what many might be accustomed to.

Some of you probably heard a speaker by the name of Cliff Porter; some of you
may own his book. He is my chairman of Masonic Education for the Grand
Lodge for this year, so we are developing a series of volumes, Masonic
Education volumes that contain articles of interest written by Masonic authors
from around the country. The topics and the materials run the gamut from the
meaning of the initiatic experience to kabbalah, to gnosticism, to alchemy to
hermeticism, and a whole host of other projects. Our brethren in our constituent
lodges told us that they would love to start discussions and programs of interest
to their brethren, but they didn’t know where to start and they didn’t feel like
they had the materials with which to develop their own lodge programs, and so
that’s what we’re providing them in the Grand Lodge of Colorado. Our hope is
that these introductory materials, and there will be a series of at least three
volumes coming out this year, our hope is that these materials will assist the
brethren of our constituent lodges then to begin their own studies and begin their
own programs within their own lodges, so that when a man knocks on the door
of the lodge and says ‘Hey, I read this stuff about you guys,” we’re prepared to
deliver it to them.

Now you might be asking yourself how a Grand Master who’s been a Mason for
20 years has become such a rabble-rouser among the Craft. I had a pretty good
start. When I became a Mason, the brother who conducted me on all three
degrees was then a Past Grand Master. And one of the other brethren of the
lodge, a Past Master of that lodge at that time, who participated in the work,
would later become a Grand Master. And yet another brother who participated
in the work was at that time a Grand Lodge Officer and would himself later
become a Grand Master. And brethren, that work that was done was so
meaningful and so beautiful to me the underlying meanings of our symbols and
our philosophy were so imbued in me at that time that I set out on a quest to
learn everything I could about those symbols and that philosophy and the
esoteric secrets of the Craft.

The Past Grand Master who conducted me because he said he just loved
conducting on the degrees more than anything he’d ever done in the Craft was
Charles Amidon. And the Past Master of the Lodge who would later become a
Grand Master was Ivan Vrtiska. And the Grand Lodge Officer who would also
of course later become a Grand Master was Phil Lorenzen. And that lodge was
Shiloh 327 in Omaha. My job took me to Colorado Springs, which is where I
grew up, less than six months after I was raised and so I never got to return the
favor those brethren and the other brethren of Shiloh 327 did for me over those
few months. And so I’'m here today, most importantly, to bring my gratitude
back to Nebraska. I’ve always felt like I am, at heart, a Nebraska Mason. Don’t
tell the guys in Colorado I said that. But this is where my Masonic journey
started and this is where my love for the Craft began, and so brethren today most
importantly I want to thank you, my Nebraska brethren, for helping me build
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such a solid foundation without which I would not be standing before you today.
Brethren, I wish you a successful session. I think we’ll be spending perhaps a
little more time than we previously planned here together given the weather. |
don’t really relish the thought of heading west on I-80 right about now. But
brethren, again, thank you very much and it’s always a pleasure to be here with
my brethren.

Grand Master Baker thanked M .. W .. Hinkle for his greetings.
*

Most Worshipful Baker asked Grand Master Jerry Levay to come forward and bring
greetings from the Grand Lodge of Iowa.

“Brethren, I bring you greetings from the Grand Lodge of Iowa, kind of your
sister Grand Lodge across the river. Where I’'m from in Sioux City we work
very closely with the lodge in South Sioux City. We’re all members of the same
Scottish Rite Temple, and it’s great. They get to come over to lowa and see how
it’s really supposed to be done. We’ve got to take these jabs at one another, you
know. I’'m very glad to be here this year. Brother Karl went into some things. I
got involved in Masonry, exposed to Masonry let’s say, at a very early age. |
was a member of the Order of DeMolay in Sioux City, and I was so impressed
by the men that I met there, and it affected me greatly, that when I had the
opportunity to become a Mason [ was very happy to do that. My father was a
Mason. My father actually joined because his son was Master Councilor of the
DeMolay Chapter and he couldn’t go see what he was doing. So my dad became
a Mason, and was a very proud Mason after that.

In Iowa, we are also, and I’'m going to poke a little fun at Brother Parsons over
there, having been here last year, I heard about the program that he has for the
troops and that was an idea I’d had long before that, and he stole it from me, so
that’s what I was going to do this year in Iowa. I got everything laid out to
supply phone cards to our deploying troops and when I finally got things ready
to go, I went out on the National Guard website and found that most of those
troops were back in Iowa. My initial thought was, ‘Well, there goes my
program,” and then I thought, ‘what better way to lose it?” So we’ve changed
things in Iowa. We’re still collecting money from the lodges and through some
other things and now what we’re going to do is we’re going to identify those
military families and families of veterans who have some needs that aren’t being
met. [ was severely dismayed in talking to my older brother, who is a Colonel in
the Air Force, that an injured soldier who may be hospitalized miles away from
his home, there’s no help for that family to make the travel there to visit him.
And we had a soldier in Iowa give his life in service and was eligible to be
buried in Arlington and his family was responsible for the cost of moving his
remains from his home of record to Arlington to be buried, and I thought that’s
just not right. So what we’re going to do with the money we collect this year is
seek out those families and help them with whatever expenses they may need.
So far, we were fortunate enough to help a family come home from Germany.
The father was serving in Afghanistan and he had a chance for some leave, but
they didn’t have enough money to get the whole family home for Christmas, so
we helped with that and put them over the top so that that family could come
home for Christmas, and we had a chance to help one other family.
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So we’re going to search out those families and we’re going to provide them
with whatever help we can as our way of saying thanks to those who serve our
country selflessly. And realistically, they give us the ability to meet in this
public room as Masons without fear of retaliation from our government. We all
know that in a totalitarian government or a tyrannical government this would not
happen. We would be meeting in secret, possibly under penalty of death if we
were found out. So what better group of people to support than those who give
us the freedom to meet freely as Masons and to have all of the other freedoms
that this great country has.

I’'m glad to hear the brother from Prince Hall. lowa finally made the move here.
About 12 years ago we recognized Prince Hall and it’s been a great association
ever since. I could never quite understand, even being a young kid in DeMolay,
how this really good friend of mine who happened to have darker skin than I
did, could not join DeMolay, and I thought this just doesn’t sound like what
they’ve been teaching me. So I’m glad to see that we’re realizing that Masons
are Masons and that comes from the heart and not from the outer surface. So,
Grand Master, I wish you a great grand session and I thank you for putting me
on the spot up here today. There will be some penalties.”

Most Worshipful Baker thanked Most Worshipful Brother Levay for his remarks.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS - REPORT OF BALLOT FOR GRAND MASTER

The Chairman of Tellers, W..B.. Ron Grass presented the report of the balloting for the
Grand Master, stating that there were a total of 268 votes cast among seven different
names, with the following brothers receiving the top two number of votes:

JONN VEIMAES ...ttt e 69

REX MOGLS ...ttt sttt et ettt 183
The election was deemed proper. The Grand Master then elicited acceptance from
R..W.. Rex Moats on his election as Grand Master. Right Worshipful Moats accepted
and expressed his humble appreciation.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS - OPENING OF BALLOT FOR DEPUTY GRAND
MASTER/GRAND MASTER-ELECT

Grand Master Baker indicated that he would like to get through the election of the
Deputy Grand Master/Grand Master-Elect before calling from labor to refreshment. He
invited anyone who wanted to declare their intention as a write-in candidate to approach
the microphone to give their qualifications. He additionally noted that it was not required
to come forward to make the declaration to be a write-in candidate.

A brother approached the microphone to speak:

“Most Worshipful Grand Master, your humble servant Doug Johnson, Secretary
of College View Lodge No. 320, I wish to place a nomination in the name of
Scott Krieger, Sr., who I think is too humble to put himself there. I wish to have
consideration given to him.”

Grand Master Baker thanked the brother for coming to the microphone, and again,
reminded the brethren that nominations were not necessary, and anyone that has served as
a Master in Nebraska is qualified to be considered for an elected office. With no further
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comments, Most Worshipful Baker declared the ballot for Deputy Grand Master open,
and asked that all ballots be marked and deposited with the tellers at the back.

After it appeared all who were entitled had balloted, the Grand Master inquired three
times, “Have all balloted who are entitled to do so?” He then declared the ballot for the
office of Deputy Grand Master/Grand Master-Elect closed.

L

While waiting for the ballots to be counted, Grand Master Baker went over details of the
afternoon workshops on lodge leadership, membership sustaining committees and
investigating committees.

L

Most Worshipful Bruce Baker invited Past Grand Master John Mangen to bring greetings
from the Grand Lodge of Montana.

“Greetings everyone from the state of Montana. I bring you greetings from our
Grand Master Will Alexander. You know, Susie told me yesterday, as most of
you know, Susie’s a school teacher and she said you’re the little Johnny they tell
the stories about in school. The Grand Master sent Bruce a pair of working
gloves that he can work on the railroad and I was talking to Bruce the other day
and his stories of steam travel are really interesting. He’s really not that old.
Anyway, I’ve got to tell you, brothers, I feel a lot like Elizabeth Taylor’s
seventh husband on their wedding night. I know what to do, I’'m just sure I can
make it very interesting. (laughter) I know most of you, especially, the
progressive line in Montana is 13 years and I know you guys expect some
profound words of wisdom from a man who’s put in that much time, and I’'m
sorry to disappoint you. But there is one piece of wisdom I’d like you all to
maybe try out and it’s a test to find out who loves you more, your dog or your
wife. And to find this out, what you do is you lock them both in the trunk of the
car and go back in an hour and see which one’s glad to see you. (laughter)
Thank you very much, brethren, thank you all.”

Grand Master Baker thanked Past Grand Master Mangen and commented that “One of
the great things about being afforded the opportunity of serving the Grand Lodge is being
able to travel and meet characters like Most Worshipful John. You need to meet his wife
Mary Alice. They’re just like polar opposites. So, thank you, John.”

L

Most Worshipful Bruce Baker asked Worshipful Brother Skip Pounds, Personal
Representative of the Grand Master, to bring greetings from the Grand Lodge of Nevada.

“Most Worshipful Grand Master Bruce, distinguished Grand Officers and
distinguished brethren and friends, I bring you greetings first of all from the
silver state, as you heard last night, Nevada. And it is Ne-va-da, not Ne-vaaaaa-
da. We get kind of sensitive about that. Nevada is not really a large Masonic
state. We, like everybody else, struggle for membership. We have Eastern Star,
Job’s Daughters, DeMolay and Rainbow. I’m going to comment about one of
the neglected parts of Masonry, the unseen, the unheard support of our Masonic
fraternity. It is our strength and our refuge. It is called our living Masonic
widows. How many of you, my brothers, are here because your wife, your
mother, your daughters encouraged you to become an active Mason? How many
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of you are here because a Mason’s wife, mother or daughter says ‘Oh don’t go.’
Yes, my brothers, they are a support of our fraternity. They are our strengths.
And the other thing is, I made this comment at lodge in Hastings last night when
I was there because that is home. Yes, folks, Nevada is home. I have to apply for
a visa every year I come back here. I don’t know why. We were talking about
the Job’s Daughters and having brothers attend, and not just the Job’s Daughters
Bethels. It is the Rainbow Assemblies and the DeMolay Chapters. They need
our support. They are, frankly, our daughters and sons. How well can you or do
you tell your own daughter and son, ‘I don’t have time.” That is what we
oftentimes tell ourselves. My brothers, they are our future. They are our destiny,
and without them, where will we go? Most Worshipful Grand Master, thank you
very much, thank you brothers for your hospitality and tolerance of my return.”

Grand Master Baker thanked W ..B.. Pounds for his attendance at the session, and for
his remarks.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS — REPORT OF BALLOT FOR DEPUTY GRAND
MASTER/GRAND MASTER-ELECT

The Chairman of Tellers, W.~.B.. Ron Grass presented the report of the balloting for the
Deputy Grand Master/Grand Master-Elect, stating that there were a total of 269 votes cast
among seven different names, with the following brothers receiving the top two number
of votes:

SCOLE KITTEEOT ...ttt ettt ettt ettt st s e e 50

Thomas Hauder........co.eoiiiiiiiiiiiieeee et e 196
The election was deemed proper. The Grand Master then elicited acceptance from
R..W.. Tom Hauder on his election as Deputy Grand Master/Grand Master-Elect. Right
Worshipful Hauder accepted and expressed his appreciation.

L

The Grand Lodge was called from Labor to Refreshment, to reconvene following the
workshops at 3:00 p.m.
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V..W.. Grand Chaplain Donald E. Rife invoked the blessing of Deity.

M..W.. Ken Beebe, acting as Deputy Grand Master, called the 155" Annual
Communication of the Most Worshipful, the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska from Refreshment to Labor at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 3,
2012.

L

M..W.. Bruce Baker welcomed the brothers back to the session and made a few
announcements. He informed the brethren that a three-part appeal had been filed with the
Grand Secretary concerning a trial commission, the resulting verdict and sentence, and
the subsequent appeal of that verdict and sentence. Grand Master further indicated that he
referred the matter to the Jurisprudence Committee for their counsel and that it would be
covered Saturday morning before the session is closed.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS - OPENING OF BALLOT FOR GRAND SENIOR
WARDEN

Grand Master Baker reminded the brethren of the voting procedures that would be
followed for the election of officers and invited anyone who wanted to declare their
intention as a write-in candidate for the position of Grand Senior Warden to approach the
microphone to give their qualifications. He additionally noted that it was not required to
come forward to make the declaration to be a write-in candidate.

A brother approached the microphone to speak:

“Most Worshipful Brother, Worshipful, Worshipful Grand Master, well, I'm a
little bit out of my element here, but it’s been a long time since I’ve come to
Grand Lodge where we were able to write in names, so you can tell it’s been a
long time for me. For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Scott
Dodge, and that’s spelled D-0-d-g-e, just like the car. I am a Past Master of
Cotner Lodge No. 297, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210, of which I’'m currently the
secretary, and I’'m also a member of Bennett Lodge No. 94 in Lincoln Nebraska.
I’'m offering up my name as a candidate. I have been, why, as I said, Past Master
of Cotner Lodge and while being Past Master, that was the first, while being
Master, that was the first time the lodge ever won the Rock Maul Award. And
since that time they’ve won it multiple years since, which, to the delegates from
Cotner Lodge, congratulations guys, I’'m proud of you for all those years. I
followed Russ, Most Worshipful Brother Russ Reno, that’s a tough act to
follow. He was Master right before me. So I’ve had some experience with, with
leadership having to follow him. I was asked to come over to East Lincoln
Lodge 210 by Most Worshipful Brother Jerry Rittenburg before his death to
offer myself up as Secretary over there to fix some problems that they had with
that lodge, of which I’'m glad to say that that lodge is now, is starting to turn
around and growing in membership and interest as well. And by the same token,
I was also asked to come over to Bennett Lodge 94 to help with that lodge. I'm
also a member of the Scottish Rite, of which I’m also a Past Venerable Master
of the Lincoln Valley Orient of Nebraska, and also a KCCH. Gentlemen, for
those who don’t know me, again, I’'m Scott Dodge, and I appreciate your vote.
Thank you guys.”

Grand Master Baker thanked the brother for coming to the microphone, and asked if there
were any other brothers who wished to declare themselves as a write-in candidate. There
being none, Most Worshipful Baker declared the ballot open for balloting on the position
of Grand Senior Warden, reminding the brethren to mark their ballots and deposit them
with the tellers at the back.

After it appeared all who were entitled had balloted, the Grand Master inquired three
times, “Have all balloted who are entitled to do so?”” He then declared the ballot for the
office of Grand Senior Warden closed.

REPORT OF THE MASONIC ALL-STAR BAND COMMITTEE
K. Roger Dill, Chairman

Once again we had an outstanding year at the Masonic All-Star Marching Band Camp.
266 students from 91 different high schools attended the camp. This was the 17" year of
the Masonic All-Star Marching Band and our largest band ever. The camp was very
early because of the Shrine Bowl date and will be early again in 2012. Even with the
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larger number of students, we had no problems because the band directors who nominate
the students send us their very best. Their way is paid for by scholarships provided by
Masonic Lodges throughout the state, Eastern Star Chapters, Shrine organizations,
individual members and other donors. Again this year DeMolay, Job’s Daughters and
Rainbows donated the water bottles. This is a great way to introduce these fine
organizations to the students as their logos are on the bottles.

Every year we try to improve the camp and this year we played a concert on Friday night
at the SouthPointe Pavilions in Lincoln. We were very well received and were invited
back to play again. The students enjoyed this venue and the barbeque meal afterward.
This year we were the only activity on campus at UNL and everyone enjoyed the lack of
long lines for meals. Our schedule is a hectic one of rehearsals, activities and lack of
sleep. However, we have very few complaints and almost everyone who attends the
camp wants to return. I think this is a reflection on how well the camp is run and how
well it is organized.

The clothing line for our students and the items we provide are starting to show up more
and more. As I travel around to different high schools, I see Masonic Band back-packs,
sweat shirts and t-shirts being worn by students who attended our camp. The clothing
line is on the Grand Lodge web site and is available to everyone. There are also many
pictures of our students and activities on the site.

As chairman of this committee, I would like to thank the committee members, the staff of
the Grand Lodge, the band directors and the chaperones who make my job very easy. We
are always looking for more chaperones. I promise to try and not overwork the people
who volunteer their time and talent to help us with band camp.

Michelle Fulmer deserves a big thank you from all of us. Without her this program
would not happen. The Band Camp does as much as any other activity in promoting
Masonry and Masonic values to not only the students but also the parents, friends and
relatives of the students. We receive many thank you’s from all who attend and see the
results of a week of hard work.

Respectfully submitted,

K. Roger Dill, 310, Chairman
Joseph A. Chapman, 21

Jennie Danner

Donald G. Havekost, 132 & 72
Dennis E. Rix, 15

Robert Rolfs, 102

E. Thomas Spunaugle, 198 & 38
Jan Thoman, OES

W ..B.. Roger Dill made a few brief comments, noting the need for chaperones and
thanking the lodges, chapters and appendant bodies for scholarships provided, and then
moved for the adoption of the printed report of the Masonic All-Star Band Committee.
The motion was seconded and carried favorably.

L

Most Worshipful Baker invited Doug McFarland, Junior Grand Warden from the Grand
Lodge of South Dakota, to come forward and bring greetings.

“My Brothers, 1 wasn’t prepared for this, I thought that our Deputy Grand
Master would be back and I know they’re onsite someplace. The Senior Grand
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Warden came with me. In fact, he drove me, so he better not have taken off. It’s
been a great pleasure to be at the grand communication here in Nebraska. I've
met many of you at the Grand York Rite Session in Columbus over the years
and it’s really great to see old friends again and make new ones, and I bring
greetings from Grand Master Richard Decker. He had to leave early as his
mother-in-law has some health issues, so he had to take off after this morning’s
opening session. But I bring greetings from the Grand Lodge of South Dakota
and the Masons of South Dakota. Thank you.”

REPORT OF THE NEBRASKA MASONIC FOUNDATION
Michael E. Jones, President

The Nebraska Masonic Foundation held its annual meeting Thursday, February 2. The
stated purpose of the Nebraska Masonic Foundation being education and the ongoing
development of the Masonic Library and Museum was affirmed. A concerted effort to
inventory and appraise the numerous and in many cases unique times of the museum will
convene in 2012. This effort will be conducted by a special committee of the Foundation
in conjunction with assistance by the Grand Lodge. We see the value of the collection
consisting of unique, special and historic artifacts as a stimulus to encourage our
Nebraska Masons to remember the Foundation in their financial planning and their
giving. We envision a day when the entire collection is displayed and maintained in a
state of the art facility for all visitors to see and appreciate. This vision will require
funding. When the vision is changed to reality, the legacy of our fraternity, as
exemplified by these artifacts, will make all Masons very proud. We’ll be anxious to
share with you a list of the artifacts. We’ll get those printed and hopefully distributed
through the Nebraska Mason.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael E. Jones, President

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEBRASKA WORK
Philip A. Lorenzen, Chairman

Change; Change; Change! Change is inevitable. However speaking as Chairman of the
Committee on Nebraska Work, might I pose that it may be possible that change is not
always good. Perhaps the idea of “change” is over-used, politically, economically, as to
foreign relations, as to morality, as to marriage and family values — in short as to most
everything we come into contact with in our daily lives. Too often the suggestion of
change seems a good idea that on down the pathway morphs into an empty concept with
no defined goals. Perhaps too often we measure success of any venture or activity as “we
made changes—thus we succeeded.” Changing to simply put one’s mark on an activity
may be a false sense of accomplishment. Is it possible that the expression “we have
always done it that way” still has merit? The ideals, lessons and symbolism expressed in
the ritual of Freemasonry are timeless. Morality is morality, level is level, plumb is
plumb, square is square. There are no grey areas in Masonry.

The charge of the Committee on Nebraska Work includes assistance to the Grand
Custodian in his efforts of oversight to see that the ritual is precise, well presented, and
that it is not perverted or subjected to wholesale change to fit the whims of self-appointed
champions of a new cause. Thus change in the ritual ought to be slow and carefully
amended only as absolutely necessary and only after very cautious review.
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But change in one area seems desirable—not in the content of the ritual, but in the
manner in which it is delivered. First impressions are important. Most Worshipful Scott
Krieger is an outstanding ritualist. He is a perfectionist in his delivery and his floor work.
He is demanding of himself and demanding of our great contingent of dedicated Deputy
Custodians. They spend countless hours aiding all of us in our proficiency and delivery
of the work. The change needed, in the opinion of your Chairman of Nebraska Work, is
simply to encourage every one of us as Masons to be more demanding of ourselves in the
manner in which we deliver the message in our ceremonies. We cannot all be like Scott
Krieger in our ability to memorize and deliver, but each of us can hone our skills a bit
more. It starts with practice which results in confidence, followed by improved
proficiency. First impressions are important; the message of the ritual and its language is
beautiful. But that message and its carefully crafted expression is lost if we leave a
mediocre impression on the candidate. We do not have multiple chances to impress.

Ritual is a key component of that which separates us from other organizations. Masonic
Ritual remains important. It is the bonding agent for many of us, with the lessons
contained therein demanding of Masons a higher standard of self-imposed conduct.
Masons are not confined only to civil or governmental law, every Mason’s conduct is
first governed by one’s heart with his first responsibility to God and secondly to his
brother, Masonic or not. The lessons are timeless, demanding, and just as applicable
today as when first understood and stated. Ritual and lectures are not just words to be
memorized and uttered back to the candidate, they are to be understood and applied as a
guide to a Mason’s daily life. The manner in which ritual is performed is the basis of a
new Mason’s view of our Fraternity and its seriousness. If we don’t undertake ritual
seriously, our candidates will certainly not take the meaning seriously.

Quality of work is a matter of pride — if your lodge does not feel comfortable in the ritual,
there are many brothers in other lodges who are willing to help, not in a condescending
manner but quietly and graciously. The Grand Custodian and Deputy Custodians are
always ready to suggest names of others in your area to help in the ritual. The support
and encouragement of our Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Bruce Baker and each
of the Grand Lodge Officers is appreciated. Most Worshipful Brother Scott J. Krieger,
Sr., Grand Custodian has endeavored to provide incentive and encouragement to each
subordinate lodge and its officers. = Your Committee appreciates the efforts of the
officers and members of subordinate lodges willing to take the time to learn the ritual,
including lectures and to deliver them with feeling and understanding, enabling the new
candidate to better appreciate the beauty and profound content of the Masonic degrees.

W..B.. Jerry Verbeek’s efforts resulted in updates to the Book of Ceremonies. We have
identified the inadvertent errors in the cipher which will be corrected in the next printing.
Members of the Committee on Nebraska Work attended and participated in the annual
Deputy Custodians’ School in Hastings in September. The efforts of the Deputy
Custodians and their apprentices are acknowledged and applauded. Committee members
also attended and participated in the Grand Custodian’s schools of instruction held
throughout the State. The schools of instruction are a great fellowship opportunity as
well as a learning opportunity. Masters are encouraged to find ways to increase
attendance—it is good to have several members of each lodge in attendance.

Several One-Day Classes were held for degree conferral for multiple candidates. Those
classes and the resultant new Masons were as follows:
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Number of
Date Host Lodge Location Candidates
January 29, 2011 Florence 281 Omaha 16
April 9, 2011 George W Lininger 268  Omaha 17
May 7, 2011 Rob Morris 46 Kearney 5
July 16, 2011 Springfield 112 Springfield 15
October 15,2011 Bellevue 325 Bellevue 10

One-Day Classes continue to enable Freemasonry in Nebraska to grow more steadily and
more conveniently than might otherwise be possible. The teamwork and fellowship
resulting from lodges working together plus the Blue Lodges, Scottish Rite, York Rite,
Shrine and the Grand Lodge Officers all stepping up and taking on the responsibility for
one or more degrees at locations throughout the Jurisdiction of Nebraska clearly
emphasizes the benefits of Unity. Nebraska Masons provide the benchmark as to unity of
all Masonic Bodies and the long-term reward to all in understanding and in mutual
growth of each appendant organization.

Respectfully submitted,

Philip A. Lorenzen, 10, 327 & 1, Chairman
Roger A. Deininger, 317

Gerald D. Verbeek, 15

M..W..B.. Phil Lorenzen encouraged those in attendance to work on their own
proficiency, expressed appreciation for the service of Most Worshipful Brother Scott
Krieger and the Deputy Grand Custodians, and moved for the adoption of the report of
the Committee on Nebraska Work as printed. The motion was seconded and carried.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS - REPORT OF BALLOT FOR GRAND SENIOR
WARDEN

The Chairman of Tellers, W..B.. Ron Grass presented the report of the balloting for the
Grand Senior Warden, stating that there were a total of 229 votes cast with Joseph D.
McBride receiving 207 votes. The election was deemed proper.

The Grand Master then elicited acceptance from R..'W ... Joe McBride on his election as
Grand Senior Warden. Right Worshipful McBride accepted and expressed his
appreciation.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS — OPENING OF BALLOT FOR GRAND JUNIOR
WARDEN

Grand Master Baker invited anyone who wanted to declare their intention as a write-in
candidate for the position of Grand Junior Warden to approach the microphone to give
their qualifications. He additionally noted that it was not required to come forward to
make the declaration to be a write-in candidate. There being no brothers to come forward,
Most Worshipful Baker declared the ballot open for balloting on the position of Grand
Junior Warden, reminding the brethren to mark their ballots and deposit them with the
tellers at the back.
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After it appeared all who were entitled had balloted, the Grand Master inquired three
times, “Have all balloted who are entitled to do so?”” He then declared the ballot for the
office of Grand Junior Warden closed.

L

Most Worshipful Baker invited R..W.. Clarence Vranish, Deputy Grand Master, to
bring greetings from the Grand Lodge of Wyoming.

“Thank you. You know, this is kind of a, I don’t know, I’m trying to figure out
what kind of an opportunity this is because I didn’t want to be the last thing
between you and lunch, and that was a fantastic lunch we had here, and I don’t
want to put you to sleep either. I bring you greeti