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Masonic History
of the
138" Grand Master

Les Seiler

Ancient Craft Masonry: Initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason on May 8, 1962,
passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason on September 17, 1962, and raised to the
sublime degree of a Master Mason on January 8, 1963 in Globe Lodge No. 113 in
Madison, Nebraska. Affiliated as a member of Mid-West Lodge No. 317 on February 6,
1980 and served as Master in 1997. The Lodge received the Grand Lodge “Gold Pan”
Award for the year 1997. On July 7, 1997, Mid-West Lodge No. 317 received its 50th
consecutive year Certificate of Proficiency. Presented his father Harold E. Seiler with his
50 year pin on December 15, 1997.

Grand Lodge of Nebraska: Appointed Grand Junior Deacon by M..W.. Dwight E.
Smith in 1999. Appointed Grand Senior Deacon in 2000 by M.. W ... James F. Brown,
Jr. Elected Grand Junior Warden in 2001 under M.. W ... Philip A. Lorenzen. Elected
Grand Senior Warden in 2002 under M... W ... Michael E. Jones. Elected Deputy Grand
Master and Grand Master-Elect in 2003 under M.. W .. Kenneth D. Beebe. Installed as
the 138™ Grand Master of Masons in Nebraska on February 7, 2004. Served as a member
of the Grand Lodge Grievance Committee (1997 to 1999). Also served as Chairman of
the Codification Committee for the Grand Lodge (1999 to 2002), and as Chairman of the
Grand Lodge Membership Committee (2003).

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite: Received the 4™ through the 32™ Degrees in the
Valley of Hastings, Orient of Nebraska on October 20 through October 23, 1970. Served
as Master of Kadosh (1975 and 1976). Served as Wise Master, Hastings Chapter of Rose
Croix (1982). Served as Commander, Hastings Council of Kadosh (1991). Served as
Venerable Master, Hastings Lodge of Perfection (1992 and 1993). Received the Knights
Commander of the Court of Honor on October 17, 1977 and coroneted on December 2,
1995, with the Thirty-Third Degree. Appointed Personal Representative to the Sovereign
Grand Inspector General in Nebraska in December 1995, and serves in this capacity to-
date. He is a Trustee of the Scottish Rite Foundation — Nebraska (2001 to date).

York Rite: Made a Royal Arch Mason in Hastings Chapter No. 21, a Cryptic Mason in
Hastings Council No. 8 and a Knight Templar in Mt. Nebo Commandery No. 11 in
Hastings, Nebraska on May 7, 1977. Became a member of Red Cross of Constantine on
November 20, 2004.
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Shrine: Became a member of Tehama Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of
the Mystic Shrine on May 11, 1974. Elected 63™ Potentate for Tehama Temple on
January 18, 1982. Royal Order of Jesters, Hastings Court No. 152.

Order of Eastern Star: Member of Acacia Chapter No. 39 since May 15, 1985;
initiated at the Grand Chapter of Nebraska at the 110" Annual Session, Lincoln,
Nebraska.

National Sojourners: Member of Omaha Chapter No. 19.

Other Masonic Bodies: Invested Honorary Legion of Honor in 1986. Served as
Director, Nebraska Masonic Youth Foundation (1976 to 2001) and President (1984 to
2001). Served as Trustee of Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children, Fremont,
Nebraska (1984 to 1990). Served as Director, The Nebraska Masonic Home,
Plattsmouth, Nebraska (1997 to 2001). Served as Director of the Nebraska Masonic
Foundation (1999 to date). Grand Cross of Color, International Order of the Rainbow for
Girls (2004).

Education, Professional, and Other: 1963 graduate of Wayne State College, Wayne,
Nebraska, majored in Business Administration; Juris Doctorate (1966) University of
Nebraska. Nebraska Bar Association (1966 to date). President, Adams County and 16"
Judicial District Bar Associations. Volunteer of the Year, 1990 American Legion
Baseball. YWCA of Adams County, Nebraska, Volunteer of the Year (1993). Board of
Trustees Nebraska Children’s Home Society, Omaha, Nebraska (1990 to date). First
Presbyterian Church, Hastings, Nebraska, Board of Deacons (1971 to 1975), Board of
Trustees (1976 to 1980), President (1977 to 1980). Inducted Order of Arrow, Boy Scouts
of America (December 1984). Member of Elk Lodge No. 159, Hastings, Nebraska.

Military: Served as a Forward Observer of artillery and then Jag Officer in the United
States Army Reserve and the Nebraska National Guard (Captain) (1967 to 1979).
Received the Nebraska National Guard Accommodation Medal (1969). Member of
American Legion Post No. 87, Clay Center, Nebraska.

Personal: Married to JoAnn Kratochvil Seiler (6/26/66), registered dietitian and
registered nurse. Children are daughter, Stephanie Grubb, married to Brother Jason
Grubb, Kansas City, Missouri; two sons, Brother Gregory B. Seiler, Kearney, Nebraska,
and Brother Bradley J. Seiler, Chicago, Illinois.
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Masonic History
of the
139" Grand Master

lvan A. Vrtiska

Ancient Craft Masonry: Initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason on September 14,
1974; passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason on October 16, 1974; and raised to
the sublime degree of a Master Mason on November 25, 1974 in Shiloh Lodge No. 327,
Omaha, Nebraska. Installed as Worshipful Master of Shiloh in January of 1979.

Grand Lodge of Nebraska: Appointed as Grand Chaplain by M.. W ... James F. Brown
in 2000. Appointed Grand Junior Deacon by M..W.. Philip A. Lorenzen in 2001.
Appointed Grand Senior Deacon by M .. W ... Michael E. Jones in 2002. Elected Grand
Junior Warden in 2003 under M.~. W .. Kenneth D. Beebe. Elected Deputy Grand Master
and Grand Master-Elect in 2004 under M..W .. Lester R. Seiler. Installed as the 139"
Grand Master of Masons in Nebraska on February 13, 2005.

Served as a member of the Appropriations Committee for many years, a member and
chairman of the Temple Building Advisory Committee and the Youth Committee.
Served as Chairman of the Masonic Memorial Service Committee. Trustee and Board
Member of the Nebraska Masonic Foundation since 2000, Secretary/Treasurer 2002-04.
Appointed as Grand Representative to Nicaragua in 2000.

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite: Received the 4™ through 32™ Degrees in the
Valley of Omaha, Orient of Nebraska, April 13-14, 1975. Served as Venerable Master of
the Lodge of Perfection in 1986. Served as a Trustee for the Scottish Rite Foundation of
Omaha. Received the Knights Commander Court of Honor, December 1991; Coroneted
on December 2, 1995, with the Thirty-third Degree. Served as Director of the 14™ degree
team for 25+ years, Member of the 8", 16™ and 33" degree teams and Member of the
Remembrance and Renewal Ceremonial Team.

York Rite: Made a Royal Arch Mason in Omaha Chapter No. 1, September 9, 1991; a
Cryptic Mason in Omaha Council No.1, October, 1991 and a Knight Templar in Mt.
Calvary Commandery No. 1, November 1991. Served as various officers and as Captain
of the Host, Royal Arch Masons, 1997. Awarded the “General Grand Council of Cryptic
Masons International Youth Award” in 1997; Initiated into the Red Cross of Constantine-
COEUR DE LION, November 20, 2004. York Rite Temple Corporation Board Member
since 1990. Masonic Community Center Foundation Board since 2004.

Shrine: Became a member of Tangier Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of
the Mystic Shrine in Omaha, Nebraska on May 3, 1986.

National Sojourners: Member of Omaha Chapter No. 19, February 1, 2002, and Joseph
Warren Camp, Heroes of *76, November 20, 2003.



Order of the Eastern Star: Member of Aksarben Chapter No. 277, Omaha, Nebraska,
March 26, 1990. Served as Worthy Patron during 1999.

International Order of Job’s Daughters/Job’s Daughters International: Associate
Guardian Bethel No. 69, 1986-89; Grand Guardian Council of Nebraska since 1986;
Associate Grand Guardian of Nebraska, 1990-91: Supreme Guardian Council since
1990; Supreme Librarian, 1992-93; Associate Guardian, Bethel No. 1, 1997-2002;
Grand Deputy, Nebraska 1991-1998; HIKE Board USA (Hearing Impaired Kids
Endowment) 1991-99, Board President 1997-99; World Youth Foundation Board since
1997; Numerous Nebraska Grand Guardian Council Committees; Numerous Supreme
Guardian Council Committees; 10JD/JDI Supreme Board of Trustees, 1999-2002;
Member of Honor-Bethel No.1, presented December 19, 2002.

DeMolay: Imperial Chapter Advisory Board 1976-1996; Imperial Chapter Dad, 1986-
89; Nebraska Mason of the Year, presented by the Nebraska State DeMolay Chapter,
2001.

Nebraska Masonic Youth Foundation: Board 1994-2003; President 1999-2001.

The Omaha Home for Boys: Trustee/Board of Directors since 1982; President, Board
of Directors 1989-1991.

Other Masonic Bodies: Scottish Rite Research Society, October 2002; Saints John
Lodge of Education, Charter Member; South Dakota Lodge of Research, June 21, 2003;
Masonic Veteran’s Association of South Dakota, June 21, 2003; Illinois Lodge of
Research, October 10, 2003; Iowa Lodge of Research, September 17, 2004.

Education, Professional, and Other: University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Bachelor of
Architecture,1969; Registered Professional Architect in seventeen States; NCARB
Certificate holder since 1978; Certified Construction Specifier (CCS); Member of the
American Institute of Architects (AIA) since 1969, Omaha Chapter President 1985;
Member of Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) since 1970, Nebraska Chapter
President 1987-88; Society of American Military Engineers (SAME) 1989-2000;
Member of the Omaha Business Breakfast Club since 1991, President 2000-01; Member
of Maplewood United Methodist Church since 1970, Chairman of several committees
including Stewardship, Evangelism, Council of Ministries, Administrative Board, Board
of Trustees, Staff/Parish Relations, & Building Committee; Maplewood Preschool Board,
6 yrs, president 2 yrs; plus numerous other activities.

Military: Nebraska Air National Guard, 155" Photo Reconnaissance Group, Photo
Interpreter, TSgt, 1969-75.

Personal: Married to Karen Peterson Vrtiska (8/07/65), College Math Instructor and
Past Matron of Aksarben Chapter No. 277, OES. Children are Heidi Jo married to
Brother Shawn Ketchmark, Omaha, Nebraska and Holli Sue married to Greg Imig,
Atlanta, Georgia. Grandchildren are Rachel and Justin Ketchmark, Andrew and Wesley
Imig. Both daughters are PHQ’s and Majority Members of Job’s Daughters, Past
DeMolay Chapter Sweethearts, and are Speech Pathologists.
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of

Authenticity

Attest:

9 t is hereby certified that the following is a full, true and complete record of
the Proceedings of the One Hundred Forty-Eighth Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons of Nebraska, held at Hastings, Nebraska, February 4 and 5,
2005, and printed under my direction.

q/(/itness my hand and the seal of the Grand Lodge A..F..& A."M.. of
Nebraska this I° day of September, 20035.

/

Bruce A. Watkins
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2005 Proceedings
of the

Grand Lodge
of the
Most Ancient and Honorable

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

One Hundred Forty-Eighth
Annual Communication

Held in Hastings, Nebraska
February 4-5, 2005

Most Worshipful Les Seiler
Grand Master

First Day — Opening Session
Friday, February 4, 2005

Preceding the formal opening of the Annual Communication, the Grand Lodge of
Masons of Nebraska held public opening ceremonies at the Masonic Temple, Hastings,
Nebraska, at 8:30 a.m. Friday, February 4, 2005.

M..W.. Kenneth D. Beebe presided.

Following the Presentation of the Colors by the Heroes of ’76, Joseph Warren Camp,
National Sojourners, the Nebraska Grand Lodge Officers were introduced in reverse



Grand Lodge of Nebraska Hastings

order, followed by the M..W.. Grand Master, Les Seiler and his Lady, Jo, being
presented and given Grand Honors.

R..W.. Ivan A. Vrtiska took the podium and presented the distinguished guests in
attendance.

First of the dignitaries to be presented to the Grand Master and honored by the Masons
assembled were the Representatives of other Grand Jurisdictions. Following the
Nebraska flag, the presentation of state flags for other visiting jurisdictions was made by
the Tehama Legion of Honor and Mt. Nebo Commandery No. 11 of Hastings in
chronological order of the state’s entry into the Union.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS
Prince Hall Grand Lodge F...& A ..M. of Nebraska

IVOTY BODD .. Grand Master
Frederick H. WiSAOML........c.cccieriieiieiieiecieieec et Deputy Grand Master
Russell W. HODSOMN ......coueeiiiiiiiiiiiniecccccccsee e Grand Historian

and his Lady, Anne-Marie
Grand Lodge F ... and A...M. . of Vermont

Richard E. Fletcher ........c.cccceeeienneen. Past Grand Master and Executive Secretary, MSA

and his Lady, Judy
Grand Lodge A..F.. & A..M.. of lllinois

Daniel C. Yandel.......cccooevinininininineeieieccnicseneeeeeeeeene Senior Grand Warden and

Personal Representative of the Grand Master

J. Garrie BUIT c..o..ooveiiiiieeee e Past Grand Master and President

of the National Masonic Foundation

Kenneth W. Smith........ccoooiiviiiiiiiiicieeeeseee e Grand Representative

Grand Lodge A.".F.. & A .M.. of Iowa

DONAIA MAYET ...ttt ettt st es e enes Grand Master
and his Lady, Rose

William R. Crawford .........c.occvevieriieiiieiecie sttt Grand Secretary

and his Lady, Elaine
Robert H. ErickSOn .......coooiiiiiiiiieeeeeee et Past Grand Master

and his Lady, Kris

Grand Lodge A..F.. & A..M... of Minnesota
Frederick B. VIhOVde.......cccoiiiiiiieiecieeeeee e Grand Representative
and his Lady, Carol

Grand Lodge A..F.. & A.".M.. of Kansas

Allan L. HUTIDUL ..o e Grand Master
and his Lady, Mary Lou

J. Steven Molstad.........oooveiiieiiiiieeeeeee e Grand Senior Warden

Sterling P. Hornbuckle, IL.........cccooiiiiiiiiiciceeeee e Grand Senior Deacon
and his Lady, Winona

ArthUr T NEISON ....eieeieiieiieieeee et seeens Grand Flag Bearer

and his Lady, Jerry
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Grand Lodge A.".F.. & A..M.. of Colorado
Brian L. COter .......viiiiiiiieeeie e Senior Grand Deacon
and his Lady, Jeanie

Grand Lodge A .. F.. & A.:.M.. of South Dakota

William A. COffield ......ouiiiiiiieeee e Grand Master
and his Lady, Pat

Larry L. ANerSOn......cceeiiieiieiieieeiieieeieee ettt Deputy Grand Master
and his Lady, Phyllis

Denny RODINSON ....cvveiieiiiiieieeiieiteie et Junior Grand Warden

Gary Griffith ......ooooeiiie e Past Grand Master
and his Lady, Cheri

Charles N. Kaufman ........c.ccccoiviiininiiiiiiiienseseeceeeeeeesese e Past Grand Master

and his Lady, Fern

Grand Lodge A..F.. & A.."M.. of Wyoming
RONAld E. TIIZES .oveveevieiieieiesiee ettt e Deputy Grand Master
Clarence Darling..........ccoeverieriieciieieeierieie et eaeens Senior Grand Deacon
and his Lady, Anna
Grand Lodge A.".F.. & A.:".M.. of Montana
Robert A. Coleman ...........coceeiieiieieiieeee e Grand Senior Deacon
and his Lady, Faye

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE APPENDANT BODIES
OF THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

Grand Chapter of Nebraska, Order of Eastern Star

Genevieve “Jill” RAMSEY ....c.eeoverierieieiieieeeeeeeeee e Worthy Grand Matron
Wayne R. JaCODSEN .......covuiiiiiiiiieiieieeee et Worthy Grand Patron
International Order of Rainbow for Girls in Nebraska
Diane Broyhill..........ccooceiiiiiiiieeeceeeeee e Grand Worthy Advisor
Thelma DOmINgO .......oceeiieiiiiiiieeieeee e Supreme Outer Observer
Job’s Daughters International
Sarah Willoughby ........cccooiiiiiiiiieeee Grand Bethel Honored Queen
Traci HAUG ..c.veeveieceeeee s Miss Nebraska Job's Daughter
JaNICE SPIAGUE ...ooueeeeiieieee ettt et Grand Guardian
SCOLt SPraAgUE. ..covveiiiiiiiiieiieeeeee e e Associate Grand Guardian
Mary Louise GilliSPie .....c.eevveeverieriieiieiieieeieeeee e s Grand Secretary
DeMolay
Nick Walker......ccoocerienieiieiecieieieee e Field Representative, DeMolay International
JaSON HOZ. ..o State Master Councilor
RUSI StOTZ....iieeee e State Senior Councilor
TYLEr MCCADE ....ccuvieeiieeiieiieiieeee ettt State Junior Councilor
Bruce WoO0d .......ooieiee e e e Executive Officer
Grand York Rite of Nebraska
JaY H. SPECK i Secretary/Recorder
Roger L. Galusha ..........cccooiiiiiiiieeeee e Most Illustrious Grand Master

Grand Council, Cryptic Masons in Nebraska
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Robert E. Wunder ........cccoccoovveviiiieiinieieiceeeeeeeene Right Eminent Grand Commander
Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Nebraska
Mervin TitChen .......c.cccoviiiieniniiieieceee Most Excellent Grand High Priest

Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska
and Puissant Sovereign, Shiloh Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction

Orient of Nebraska
Charles N. Kaufman ...........cccocovveiveiininnnene Deputy, Supreme Council for South Dakota
W. Glen JOrgenson..........cceeererereneeeneeeeeenes General Secretary — Valley of Hastings
Curt M. EdIC .oeieieeieieeeeeeeee e General Secretary — Valley of Omaha
Bruce Wood ..o General Secretary — Valley of Lincoln
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
Jack H. JONES.....ocovveeiiiiiiieiececieceeee e, Imperial Recorder, Shrine of North America
Joseph W. COOK .....cocvvvviiiieiieiicieceececee e Potentate, Tehama Shrine — Hastings
Gerald L. Henderson...........ccccocevenenincncnennns Past Potentate, Tehama Shrine — Hastings
W. Glen Jorgenson...........ccoeveveveeieeienieneenienieeeeenen Recorder, Tehama Shrine — Hastings
Thomas K. Brummett...........ccoccoviiiiiiiniiiieieeeeee, Potentate, Tangier Shrine — Omaha
Cary L. MansSon ........cocceeverienieneenieeieneenieeieee e Recorder, Tangier Shrine — Omaha
Richard VOSIEEN.......ccuvveieiiieeeeiie e Potentate, Sesostris Shrine — Lincoln
National Sojourners, Inc.

Gerald D. Verbeek ........cccooeiinininiiiie Regional Representative, Nebraska & lowa
Major Charles A. FOISOM.........cocciiiiiiieieieereceeeee e Past National President
The Nebraska Masonic Home
MY STAPD ..ottt ettt ettt ettt sa e s s Executive Director

ANTEA CIISP ettt ettt ettt saee et eee e e eneeeneenneens Executive Director

Benjiman Harvey .....c.ooceeeierieiieieeeeieeeeee et Executive Director

PRESENTATION OF PAST GRAND MASTERS OF NEBRASKA

M. W Wayne G. LUCNENDOIZ .......cccuevieiieiieiieieciesiieie et seeens 1987
Mo W  Paul RUEVElAnd ..o 1988
MW Steven Fo IMattoON........ooiiiiiii e et 1994
MW e Jerry Lo RIEENDUIE ..ot 1995
M. oW Vo Kaye RAMSEY ..veeeiiieiiieeiieciieie ettt ettt s 1996
M. W Kenneth G. FICMING........ccoeiiiiiiiieiieieeeee et 1997
MW Don E. RASMUSSEN .....vviieiiiiiccieee ettt et e e e e e e s 1998
MW DWIght E. SIth oo 1999
MW James Fo BrOWN, JT. ..o 2000
M. W Philip AL LOTE@NZEN......c.eiieiiiiiiieieeeieeeeeeteeste ettt ve v eenesneesreens 2001
MW MIChael E. JONES ....ooouiiiiiiiiiiiceecee et ettt 2002
M. W Kenneth D. BEEDE......ooovviieiiiciiccc et 2003
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V...W.. Joe D. McBride, Grand Chaplain, invoked the blessing of Deity, which was
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

¢

Grand Master Seiler welcomed everyone to this, the 148th Annual Communication.

PRESENTATION OF NEBRASKA DEPUTY GRAND CUSTODIANS

W.. Gerald D. Verbeek, Grand Custodian presented the Deputy Grand Custodians in
attendance:

Halsey D. Phillips .....c.ooiiiiieieieeee e District 3
SEEVEN AL GICOMN.....ccuvivieiieiieiieeeieeteesteeteeae e seae e eseeaessaeseeesseesseenseens District 10
James R. TaYLOT ...ccveeiiiieiieciet e e District 15
ROGET A. DEININGET......ccveriieiieiieiieteeeeeieeie et siee e eseeae e enis District 17
ATHUL S. DYC.niiiieee et District 18
Scott J. KII@EET, ST ..iiiiiiieiieiieiieeeeeeee e District 20
Wayne E. Beatty ......cooeiiiiiiiei it District 21
Delmar A. JONES......ocviiiiiiesiieit ettt enas District 24
Bill Lichtenberger......c.cocveiierieiieieeeeeeeeeee e District 27
Jack D. NIChOIS ....couiieiieierieeiet et District 28
LeSlie AL EVEIt...oiiiiiiiiiiciecie ettt ettt et ve e s ve e District 29
Richard H. COOPET .......cccuiiiiiieiieieeeieeeeteete et District 30
Harold C. MUEKSCH.......ccooiiiiiiiiciiceceeeeereee e District 34
Harold W. NODIE........ccooviirieiiet et District 35
Bruce A. WatKins.......coocverierieiieieeeeeeesteeee e District 36

After introductions, the following Brothers were recognized: Arthur S. Dye earned his
plaque for fifty years of continuous certification. W..B.. Frank Veverka and W..B.-.
Dan Scarborough were commissioned as Deputy Grand Custodians. Frank will replace
Harold Mueksch to serve District 34 and Dan takes over for Scott Krieger to serve
District 20. W..B... Verbeek brought R.. W ... Scott Krieger, Sr. and Harold Mueksch to
the front and awarded them with the status of Emeritus.

¢

Miss Diane Broyhill, Grand Worthy Advisor, was introduced by Grand Master Seiler, at
which time Diane brought greetings from the International Order of Rainbow for Girls.

GRAND MASTER'S HUMANITARIAN AWARD

M..W.. Les Seiler made reference to the requirements listed below for the Humanitarian
Award and asked that the recipients or their designated speakers come forward:

He must first be a Master Mason for thirty years. Secondly, he must have been active in
at least three of the following five community activities. He could have held a political
office such as mayor, city council member, county board member, natural resource
district board member, school board member, or such other political office as may be
available. He could have been active in his church either as an elder, a vestry member,
Deacon, lay reader, or such other similar office. He could have been denoted as a Civic
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leader because of his involvement on boards of directors for local hospitals, nursing
homes, financial institutions, or foundations. He could have been a volunteer for such
charitable organizations as the YMCA, United Way, or Scouting. He could have been
involved in such service organizations as the Lions, Sertoma, Kiwanis or Rotary. Lastly,
he must have been active in the Masonic fraternity.

Harold J. Daub, Jr., Nebraska Lodge No. 1 in Omaha, was absent due to meeting with
President George W. Bush in the President’s visit to Omaha. Curtis M. Edic came
forward to read the response prepared by Hal.

Richard L. Ely of Guide Rock Lodge No. 128 of Guide Rock was introduced and
responded to receiving the Humanitarian Award.

.
Miss Sarah Willoughby, Grand Bethel Honored Queen and Miss Traci Haug, Miss
Nebraska Job's Daughter, brought greetings from Job's Daughters International.
GOLD PAN AWARD

The Gold Pan was presented to the Grand Lodge of Nebraska in 1987 by the Grand
Lodge of Alaska on the occasion of the Grand Lodge’s sixth anniversary. During Byron
Jenkin’s term as Grand Master, Nebraska was the first Grand Jurisdiction to grant
recognition to the newly formed Grand Lodge F.. & A..M.. of Alaska, and this
traveling trophy was presented in honor and appreciation of this action.

The trophy, an authentic 12-inch Alaskan gold pan, is mounted on a 20-inch walnut
plaque. Brass plates for the recipient lodge names surround the gold pan.

The Gold Pan is to be awarded annually to the Nebraska Lodge showing the greatest
improvement or most significant contributions to Masonry in Nebraska.

Grand Master Les Seiler presented the award to members of North Bend Lodge No. 119
of North Bend.

Members of North Bend Lodge No. 119 came forward to accept the award.

*

Most Worshipful Seiler asked Jason Holtz, State Master Councilor of Nebraska DeMolay
to come to the podium and present their awards and bring greetings.

DEMOLAY SPONSORING BODY OF THE YEAR AWARD AND DEMOLAY
MASON OF THE YEAR AWARD

Jason Holtz presented the DeMolay Mason of the Year award to Byron Hust of Purity
Lodge No. 198 in Imperial. Jason also made a presentation for the DeMolay Sponsoring
Body of the Year Award to Tangier Shrine Center in Omaha.

State Junior Councilor Tyler McCabe presented Grand Master Les Seiler with his petition
for Masonry into Fremont Lodge No. 15.
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.

Grand Master Seiler called everyone’s attention to the list of Emick, Grand Lodge Youth
Committee, Houghton Scholarships, and Past Grand Master’s Scholarship printed in the
program, indicating Masonic funds well invested in these young scholars.

*

At this time, Grand Master Seiler called upon Jill Ramsey, Worthy Grand Matron, and
Wayne R. Jacobsen, Worthy Grand Patron, of the Order of Eastern Star to bring
greetings.

*

M..W.. Les Seiler requested that Ben Harvey of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for
Children in Fremont, Mary Stapp of The Nebraska Masonic Home in Plattsmouth, and
Dwight Smith, President of the Nebraska Masonic Foundation, come forward to receive
checks, each in the amount of $3626.36, from the proceeds of the Third Annual Grand
Master’s Masonic Charities Golf Tournaments held in August and September 2004 in
Scottsbluft/Gering and Fremont, respectively.

ROCK MAUL AWARD

M..W.. Grand Master Seiler described the Rock Maul Award as one that is presented to
one lodge each year by the Grand Master. The lodge selected should represent the best all
around lodge in the jurisdiction of Nebraska. The Rock Maul is a sixteen-pound rock
maul that has been used in a rock quarry for its intended purpose. It was inscribed and
presented to the Grand Lodge of Nebraska in the year of M..W.. Byron C. Jenkins
(1980), and has been awarded once a year since then to that lodge determined to have
been the recipient by the selection process. The recipient of the Award is unknown until
this announcement at Grand Lodge each year. The Grand Master presented the Rock
Maul Award to Liberty Lodge No. 300. Worshipful Master Wade Kendle led the
members of Liberty Lodge No. 300 who came forward to accept the award.

¢

Grand Master Seiler asked Jack Jones, Imperial Recorder for Shrine of North America to
come forward to bring greetings.

MEMBERSHIP AWARD

At this time, the Grand Master requested that John Maxell, as chairman of the
Membership Committee, come forward to present the traveling trophies. The two
membership awards are given for the highest percent of positive growth — counting new
members, reinstatements, suspensions and deaths. Each lodge received a traveling trophy
that they can display in their lodge for one year before it is presented at the next annual
communication. The winner in the large lodge division was Springfield Lodge No. 112 in
Springfield. The winner in the small lodge division was Olive Branch Lodge No. 274 in
Walthill.
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Grand Master Seiler made reference to the Plus Club Board posted outside the Lodge
Room. The Plus Club recognizes Nebraska lodges with positive membership numbers for
the previous year. He asked representatives of the following lodges to come forward to
receive their certificate of recognition.

Northern Light Lodge No. 41, Stanton
Bennett Lodge No. 94, Lincoln
Springfield Lodge No. 112, Springfield
Olive Branch Lodge No. 274, Walthill
Fremont Lodge No. 15, Fremont

Mosaic Lodge No. 55, Norfolk

Osceola Lodge No. 65, Osceola
Washington Lodge No. 21, Blair

Mizpah Lodge No. 302, Omaha

College View Lodge No. 320, Lincoln
Nebraska Lodge No. 1, Omaha

George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268, Omaha
Cedar River Lodge No. 89, Fullerton
Composite Lodge No. 81, Rising City
Highland Lodge No. 194, Cortland
Albion Lodge No. 78, Albion

Nemaha Valley Lodge No. 4, Brownville
Miloma Lodge No. 328, Omaha

Wallace Lodge No. 279, Wallace
Newman Grove Lodge No. 305, Newman Grove
Covert Lodge No. 11, Omaha

Table Rock Lodge No. 108, Table Rock
Shiloh Lodge No. 327, Omaha

Solar Lodge No, 134, Clarks

Friend Lodge No. 73, Friend

Zion Lodge No. 234, Hyannis

Liberty Lodge No. 300, Lincoln

Cotner Lodge No. 297, Lincoln

Solomon Lodge No. 10, Fort Calhoun

GRAND MASTER’S RECRUITMENT AWARD

This program recognizes the top 25 petition signers in the Jurisdiction of Nebraska. This
year there were 14 members who qualified. M.. W .. Grand Master Seiler read the names
of the recipients and presented them with a pin in the shape of a trowel, representing their
achievements in spreading the cement of brotherly love and affection.

10 - Donald Bush, Miloma Lodge No. 328
9- Rick Wiese, 111, Springfield Lodge No. 112
8 - Randy Heckert, Springfield Lodge No. 112
8- Mark Clinton, Cotner Lodge No. 297
7- John Wonder, John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290
7 - Robert Heckert, Springfield Lodge No. 112
7 - Mike Call, Springfield Lodge No. 112
6 - Dale Lueders, Liberty Lodge No. 300
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5- Cleo Miller, Shiloh Lodge No. 327

4- Donald Berg, Olive Branch Lodge No. 274
4- Dan Wellendorf, Springfield Lodge No. 112
3- John Francavilla, Springfield Lodge No. 112

Second place went to Brother Pepper Aasgaard, a member of Nebraska Lodge No. 1 of
Omaha. Brother Aasgaard was presented with a pin, as well as a plaque.

First place will be awarded to Brother Patrick Barger of Cotner Lodge No. 297 in
Lincoln. In addition to the pin and plaque, Brother Barger will also receive a pocket
badge, and his picture and name will be added to the plaque that hangs in the Grand
Lodge Office. Because of military orders, Patrick was not able to attend the Public
Opening. He will be present at the Saturday business session where he will receive his
award.

*

Grand Master Les asked Grand Master Bill Coffield of South Dakota to come forward to
bring greetings.

M..W .. Seiler then introduced Chuck Kaufman, Deputy for the Scottish Rite Supreme
Council for South Dakota so that he could bring greetings.

GRAND ORATION
Dale Anderson, Grand Orator, Samaritan Lodge No. 158 of Chadron

Most Worshipful Sir, Grand Officers, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Fellow Masons:

We read in the Old Testament, the 133" Psalm, “Behold how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity. It is like the precious ointment upon the head that
ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down to the skirts of his
garment. As the dew of Hermon and as the dew descended upon the mountains of Zion,
for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life forevermore.” Nebraska, our state, a
state divided by distance, climate, time zones, yet bound together by rivers, highways,
shared interests. Here in Nebraska, charity and brotherhood must know no boundaries.
Here, we need unity.

Let me share with you three examples of brotherhood that reach across geographic and
cultural boundaries. One of the small Scottish Rite magazines told a wonderful story. It
told of the square and compass stored in an old trunk found by a modern-day relative.
They didn’t know the meaning of this square and compass and still finding a journal from
the Civil War Days, they found that this special emblem had been placed on the gatepost
of a house in the Deep South when victorious union forces were pillaging the area. They
learned that a small square and compass had been worn around the neck of the lady of the
house while her husband was gone serving his cause. As the forces approached this
house, the commanding officer stopped them, seeing the square and compass, literally
protecting this house and this family and said, “We will not go in.”
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Later, a young woman from our community would need help when she was in an
accident in a community in South Dakota. She is a Past Honored Queen of Job’s
Daughters. She was involved in a fender bender with a very irate older lady. A man
happened upon the scene and he could see that this young woman was taking quite a
beating. He intervened; he calmed tempers; he helped the young lady sort things out
while they waited for the police; and it was only afterwards that this young lady from our
community learned that he was a Mason. We received this story by way of the
grandfather of the young lady after a York Rite meeting. You could tell how much it
meant to him that a fellow Mason stepped up at a time of need.

Masonic charity continues to cross state boundaries today. As I was working on ideas for
this speech, I had a call from a Mason who wants to be reinstated in our lodge. He’s a big
guy; his name is Tiny. He worked at a car dealership in our community before moving
back to Colorado. As we visited, he told how he was suspended years ago for non-
payment of dues. Then he went on to tell the rest of the story. He’s a diabetic, and he had
suffered incredible health problems, which eventually led to the amputation of both legs.
As you can imagine, he had incredible bills coming in. One of the men who worked at the
car dealership in Colorado where Tiny was employed took part of his commission check
each month and made sure that the health insurance was paid so this man and his family
would not be bankrupted.

So, which is the better story - the Civil War, the young woman or the caring Mason, or do
they all represent the unity that we have to seek for? We visit your lodges and we hear
wonderful stories. I have to tell you a short one from our lodge. We have many older
gentlemen. They installed a dishwasher years ago. These older gentlemen were on the
meal committee. They did dishes; they put everything in the dishwasher after they did
dishes; put in detergent; shut the door; put it on high; turned it on; had coffee out in the
Blue Room while they waited for the dishes to finish being washed for the second time.
Then someone noticed there were a lot of suds on the floor in the kitchen and they
became very concerned. They went in and opened the dishwasher to make sure that’s
where they were coming from and sure enough there were a lot of suds in there, and they
just kept coming and coming. Our Grand Master Les encouraged us to have clean, neat
lodges this year. I can guarantee we had a clean floor in our kitchen.

You know the stories of Masonic charity in your home town and in your Lodges. Make
sure you pass them on to the new members. Make sure that they understand. It’s when a
man puts the lessons into practice that he truly begins to understand the meaning of
Masonry. Share with them the lessons of Luke 6:38, “Give, give and it will be given to
you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your
lap. For the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” Thank you for all you
give. We travel across the state of Grand Lodge Officers seeing the importance of the
cornerstones you’ve arranged, seeing the CHIP events, seeing the special events — we are
just amazed and honored to be part of your efforts.

Have you ever heard the old Fats Waller song, Your feets too big? “I need to be huge, I
need to have a big blues guitar and I need to sing Your feets too big. Your feets too big.
What’s that walkin’ ‘round here, mercy. Say at a diner, a table for two, there’s four of us,
me, your big feet and you.” That’s my introduction to my final statement about a special
Mason in our lodge, Jim Sommers, a recent Jordan Medal Holder. He had size 15 and a
half narrow feet. Those big feet saved his life. One of his grandsons told how the Army
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only had one pair of boots to fit this young man. Jim had to watch as his unit boarded a
ship and sailed off to World War II. Later, he would learn that that ship and most of his
unit were lost in a submarine attack. He trained with the 124", was sent to the Burma
Theater. They used mules to move supplies inland in support of the front line troops. He
told about the Raiders — you’ve all heard their stories — the real cutting edge troops that
suffered the disease problems, the contact with the enemy, and the incredible hardships of
that campaign. Jim and another man, Charles Marcy, a brother from our community, put
on a World War II program at our lodge. Charles was a C47 pilot and he flew supplies
over the hump. He looked at Jim and said, “The real heroes were on the ground.” Jim was
embarrassed and said, “The real heroes were the front line troops.” At the program, they
mentioned that he had won several medals. He said, “You don’t need to hear about that.”
Later, Jim served as a chaplain’s assistant. He loved to tell the story of some inspecting
officers flying into their camp. One of the officers who he called “The Old Man” must
have noticed Jim’s ring, because on departure before they boarded the plane, he reached
out and gave Jim the grip of a Master Mason. Fifty years later, he was telling us this story
of an officer giving the grip to a brother thousands of miles from home. Jim was always
neat and clean, courteous and friendly, exactly what our Grand Master encouraged our
lodges to be. Jim’s shoes were always shined, as was his Cadillac. He taught his children
and his grandchildren by examples — neatness, courtesy and friendliness. There’s a
wonderful little story that many of the older members have heard. Share it with your
younger members. It’s called the Bridge Welders. It tells of men who are Masons coming
to your community with a stream, a river, that needed to be crossed. You can obviously
wade through water or you can build a bridge. Each of you have become bridge builders
in the Grand Lodge of Nebraska. Whether you’re a visiting dignitary, whether you’re the
Grand Master and his wife, thank you for all you do.

In the words of our Masonic Brother Red Skelton, May God Bless.

*

Grand Master Les made some closing remarks, thanked everyone for coming and
concluded the Public Opening, asking that the Brethren proceed to the Blue Lodge Room
for the opening of a Lodge of Master Masons and the Formal Session.
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2005 Proceedings
of the

Grand Lodge
of the
Most Ancient and Honorable

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

One Hundred Forty-Eighth
Annual Communication

Held in Hastings, Nebraska
February 4-5, 2005

Most Worshipful Les Seiler
Grand Master

First Day — Opening Session
Friday, February 4, 2005

A tyled Lodge of Master Masons was opened by Mid-West Lodge No. 317 and Hastings
Lodge No. 50 with Masons present. M..W.. Grand Master Les Seiler thanked the
Brethren involved in the opening of that Lodge of Master Masons.

M. W .. Grand Master Les Seiler asked that the Grand Lodge Officers take their stations,
and requested that the Grand Secretary ascertain if there was a quorum present.

R..W.. Grand Secretary Bruce A. Watkins declared a quorum present for the transaction
of business.

M..W.. Les Seiler remarked that three gavels will be used in the proceedings of the
Annual Meeting. The first was made in honor of Sonny Eatmon by his son-in-law, John
Ferguson, and was presented to Les at his installation. The second was used by Grand
Master Seiler’s father when he was Master of his Lodge. The last is the traveling Grand
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Master’s gavel which was presented by Past Grand Master Charles Amidon and will be
used by the Deputy Grand Master.

V..W.. Grand Chaplain Joe D. McBride invoked the blessing of Deity.

The Grand Master declared the 148™ Annual Communication duly opened for the
transaction of business and asked that the Grand Marshal proclaim the Annual
Communication open in ample form.

At this time, Grand Master Seiler appointed M ... W ... Brother Dwight Smith, Past Grand
Master, as Parliamentarian for the 148"™ Annual Communication.

R..W.. Grand Secretary Bruce A. Watkins brought the report of the Committee on
Business and Rules, and then moved for its adoption.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND RULES
Bruce A. Watkins, 300

The business of an Annual Communication shall be conducted in accordance with the
provisions of Part I of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Grand Lodge A..F.. &
A..M.. of Nebraska, as amended. The order of business shall be as shown in the printed
program for the Communication, or as may be revised by the Grand Master to expedite
the business and procedure of the Grand Lodge. The Committee further recommends:

1. The Grand Master shall appoint a brother to serve as Parliamentarian of the Annual
Communication. The Parliamentarian need not be a member of the Jurisprudence
Committee. It shall be the duty of the Parliamentarian to advise and consult the
Grand Master regarding procedures.

2. Committee Reports shall be given by the Chairman or designated member from the
East unless otherwise directed by the Grand Master.

3. Amendments, which have been brought to the floor for ballot: One of the signers of
an amendment shall state the position of the signers prior to the ballot.

4. Officers speaking on any motion, resolution, committee report or other matter may
speak from the East. Members of the Grand Lodge may then speak from the main
floor at a microphone near the altar or as directed by the officer presiding. Time
permitting, other brothers may speak to the issue. Prior to speaking, each brother
shall be recognized by the officer presiding and shall state his name and lodge before
addressing the Grand Lodge.

5. No brother shall speak more than twice on any motion, resolution, committee report
or other matter unless special permission is granted by the officer presiding.
Members shall be recognized to speak in the order they rise unless the officer
presiding shall otherwise direct. If more than one brother rises at approximately the
same time, the officer presiding shall direct the order of speaking.

6. Time limits on speaking shall not be imposed unless the officer presiding shall
announce time limits in order to expedite the business of the Annual
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Communication. Upon announcement, the officer presiding shall enforce the stated
limits.

7. When the Grand Lodge is passing upon the decision and formal recommendations of
the Grand Master, the Grand Master shall first announce his position. The Chairman
of the Jurisprudence Committee will announce the position of the Committee.
Discussion will then be permitted with the Grand Master permitted to speak.
Members of the Grand Lodge shall then be permitted to speak to the issue. Time
permitting, other brothers may speak after which a vote will be taken.

8. When the voting method is not prescribed by the Constitution and Bylaws, it shall be
by the usual sign of a Mason while voting. The Grand Master, or other officer
presiding, may prescribe voting by secret ballot or other method at his discretion.

9. Questions of procedure not provided for in the Constitution, Bylaws, or these rules,
shall be determined by the Grand Master.

The motion was seconded and passed.

*

M..W.. Les Seiler announced the appointment of the Deputy Grand Custodians as
Tellers for this session, with W..B.". Les Evert as Chairman.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Grand Master Seiler directed that the delegates cast their ballots for the election of the
offices of Deputy Grand Master/Grand Master-Elect, Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior
Warden, and Grand Secretary.

*

While awaiting the marking of the ballots for the election of officers, Grand Master Les
asked M..W ... Allan L. Hurlburt, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Kansas, brought
greetings.

.

The Tellers then collected all ballots. M..W ... Les Seiler declared the ballot for the
election of officers closed.

*

Ivory Bobb, Grand Master of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Nebraska, was asked to
step forward and bring greetings.

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

Scott Howerter, Chairman

Brother Scott Howerter, Chairman of the Appropriations Committee, presented the
report.
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The appropriations committee reviewed the budget of the Grand Lodge for the year 2005
and found it to be in order for submission to Grand Lodge in proper form.

GRAND MASTER’S LEADERSHIP AWARD

This year, Grand Master Seiler asked the Awards Committee to seek out and present an
award to the Masters of all Lodges who had the greatest accomplishments in meeting the
goals that he set forth for 2004. Those goals were:

1. Lodge activities — at least one social activity and one fundraiser

2. If a lodge has merged with your lodge, or if you have a community near your

Lodge that does not have a lodge, have an activity in that community

3. 5% New Members

4. Meaningful Lodge education programs

5. Clean and paint lodge interior and exterior, if needed
Based on the responses received from the questionnaires that were mailed out, the
following 22 Worshipful Masters were chosen and asked to come forward to receive ‘their
award.

*. Gale Carel, Beatrice Lodge No. 26

*. Jerre Johnson, Platte Valley Lodge No. 32
*. Ivan Krula, Acacia Lodge No. 34

*. J. P. Wehrman, Oliver Lodge No. 38

". Michael Meyer, Rob Morris Lodge No. 46
". Charles Monter, Keystone Lodge No. 62

*. Chris Olson, Friend Lodge No. 73

*. David Gallion, Albion Lodge No. 78

". Richard Harris, Bennett Lodge No. 94

*. Michael Call, Springfield Lodge No. 112

*. Ron Giesselmann, North Bend Lodge No. 119
*. Phil Foulk, Solar Lodge No. 134

*. Richard Cole, McCook Lodge No. 135

". Douglas Sadler, Custer Lodge No. 148

". Rick Carr, Silver Cord Lodge No. 224

*. William Craig, George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268
". Donald Berg, Olive Branch Lodge No. 274
". Randall Ogier, Wallace Lodge No. 279

*. Ritchie Inns, Cotner Lodge No. 297

. Wade Kendle, Liberty Lodge No. 300

*. Bob Wilbur, Lebanon Lodge No. 323

*. Cleo Miller, Shiloh Lodge No. 327

szzzsszzzsszzzzzzzezzs
PEEEEEEEEE PO O R

REPORT OF THE YOUTH COMMITTEE
Byron Hust, Chairman

The year of 2004 has been a rewarding one for the Youth of the State of Nebraska
Masonic Affiliations, as our Grand Master, Most Worshipful Les Seiler, presented $1000
scholarships to each of the three youth organizations, and one to the most outstanding
individual, as the Grand Master’s Scholarship. The individual recipients were selected
from the applications submitted to the Grand Lodge office, then forwarded to the
members of the Youth Committee who, by their own selection process, suggested their
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selections to the Chairman, who then forwarded these to the Grand Master for his
consideration. Congratulations go to Melissa Herschlag of Bethel No. 33, Omaha, as the
recipient of the Grand Master’s Scholarship. Congratulations also go to the following as
the individual youth group recipients: Julianne Gass of Job’s Daughters Bethel No. 47,
Valentine; Jason Holtz of Lewis M. Keene Chapter, DeMolay, Fremont and Christine
Bryant of Rainbow Girls, Assembly No. 6, Lincoln.

I owe a big thank you to the other members of the Committee: James A. Carlton, Jeffrey
L. Makris, Doran G. Post, and Gene F. Wehrbein for their time and efforts in selecting
these applicants. There were 17 very deserving and well-written applications.

Planning is underway for the upcoming Masonic Youth Leadership Conference to be held
in Kearney October 15-16, 2005. The Masonic Youth Foundation has been an
instrumental part of helping with the fundraising efforts. Members of the Committee and
the Masonic Family have been meeting to discuss details and organizational planning
strategies for the conference. The following speakers have been confirmed — Sean Covey
of the Franklin Covey Institute and author of the Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens,
will be the keynote speaker for the event. The conference breakout sessions will be
centered around this concept. Inspirational speaker Ron Gustafson; diversity speaker,
Hmong storyteller, and comedian Tou Ger Xiong; past Shrine hospital patient Darla
Hansen; and world-class aerobatic and commercial pilot Debby Rihn-Harvey will also be
featured speakers during the conference.

A budget of $6600 has been requested for 2005 - $2500 for the Masonic Youth
Leadership Conference, $4000 for Masonic Youth Scholarships, and $100 for
miscellaneous Committee expenses.

Respectfully submitted,
Byron Hust, 198, Chairman
James A. Carlton, 325
Jeffrey L. Makris, 75
Doran G. Post, 61

Gene F. Wehrbein, 6

W ..B.. Byron Hust moved for the adoption of the report of the Youth Committee. The
motion was seconded and carried.

REPORT OF THE NEBRASKA MASONIC FOUNDATION
Dwight E. Smith, 205, President

As of January 27, 2005, the Foundation has $211,666 in cash and current assets. The
building in Lincoln is carried on the books at $252,380, for total assets of $465,046. The
Foundation does not carry any debt at this time, so there is an unrestricted fund balance
of $377,853.92.

The Foundation is and will continue to be involved with the Child Identification Program
(CHIP). The Foundation is handling the donations that come in for CHIP so that the
donations can be tax deductible to the donor. In turn, the Foundation is paying the
necessary expenses to run the program from those donations.
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Yesterday at the meeting, the Board of Directors and the Members voted unanimously to
allocate $25,000 at this time to the Grand Lodge for CHIP to assist in purchasing the
necessary cameras and other equipment that are needed. A definite commitment has been
made to the program. The foundation will be doing mailings this year to request
donations from the Brethren and other people associated with the Fraternity to assist the
Foundation with this program.

The Foundation’s Board of Directors elected the following Foundation Officers for the
year 2005.

President M.. W .. Dwight E. Smith
Vice President W.. Reginald S. Kuhn
Secretary/Treasurer M..W .. Philip A. Lorenzen

Respectfully submitted,
Dwight E. Smith, President

M..W.. Dwight Smith made a motion that the Report of the Nebraska Masonic
Foundation be accepted as read. The motion was seconded and approved.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEBRASKA WORK
Philip A. Lorenzen, Chairman

The year 2004 witnessed continued quality ritual work within the jurisdiction of
Nebraska. The Committee is especially grateful to Most Worshipful Les Seiler, Grand
Master and all of the Grand Lodge Officers for their support and encouragement the past
year. Worshipful Brother Gerald D. Verbeek, Grand Custodian’s style and knowledge of
the ritual and floor work again provided incentive and encouragement to excel. Each of
the Deputy Custodians took up Jerry’s example in providing leadership in setting a high
standard for proficiency in Nebraska. As the Nebraska Grand Lodge finds ongoing
success in both one-day conferrals and in one-on-one in the lodge degree work, the
Committee appreciates the efforts of all officers and lodge members willing to take the
time to learn the ritual, including lectures and to deliver them with feeling and
understanding, enabling the new candidate to better appreciate the beauty and profound
content of the Masonic degrees.

Again, the Committee requests and encourages individuals to invest the time to learn and
to deliver a lecture well. Everyone who engages in the ritual clearly understands the self-
satisfaction of his achievement and the joy of sharing the ritual with the new member.
Many Masons are much closer to proficiency than they realize—while it takes courage to
perform, the feeling of accomplishment is rewarding—so take the time to learn and to
grow. Each bit of knowledge one gains tends to stimulate one to learn and do more.

Members of the Committee on Nebraska Work attended and participated in the annual
Deputy Custodians’ School in Grand Island in September. They also attended and
participated in the Grand Custodian’s schools of instruction held throughout the State.
The schools of instruction are a great fellowship opportunity as well as a learning
opportunity. Every subordinate lodge is requested to promote attendance. The nights
spent at the area schools of instruction are nights well spent.
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Several One-Day Classes were held for degree conferral for multiple candidates in 2004.
Those classes and the resultant new Masons were as follows:

Date Held Host Lodge City Total # Courtesies
Jan 24 Mercer 290 Omaha 22 20
April 10 Covert 11 Omaha 29 24
May 1 Hickman 256 Lincoln 7 5
July 17 Liberty 300 Lincoln 16 10
July 17 Papillion 39 Papillion 26 26
Aug 14 Fremont 15 Fremont 6 0
Oct 16 Hastings 50 Hastings 13 9
Oct 23 Florence 281 Omaha 27 27
Nov 6 Liberty 300 Lincoln 14 10
Totals 160 131

One-Day Classes continue to enable Freemasonry in Nebraska to grow more steadily and
more conveniently than would otherwise be possible. The teamwork and fellowship
resulting from lodges working together plus the Blue Lodges, Scottish Rite, York Rite,
Shrine and the Grand Lodge Officers all stepping up and taking on the responsibility for
one or more degrees at locations throughout the Jurisdiction of Nebraska clearly
emphasizes the benefits of Unity. Nebraska still sets the example as to unity of all
Masonic Bodies and the long-term reward to all in understanding and in mutual growth of
each appendant organization. Success creates greater interest and stimulates future
success.

The Committee spent time in 2004 in updating the Proficiency Manuals for each of the
degrees, Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason. The Entered Apprentice
Manual is in use. As supplies of the Fellow Craft and the Master Mason Manuals are
exhausted, updated copies will be put in use. Approval of this report ratifies and
approves the updated versions of those proficiency manuals.

Respectfully Submitted,

Philip A. Lorenzen, 10, 327 & 1, Chairman
Steven A. Green, 54

Roger L. Shillington, 180

M..W..B.. Phil Lorenzen moved for the adoption of the report of the Committee on
Nebraska Work. The motion was seconded and carried.

*

R..W.. Ronald E. Triggs, Deputy Grand Master of Wyoming, was asked to come
forward and bring greetings.

*

Grand Master Seiler asked Grand Senior Deacon Robert A. Coleman to come forward
and bring greetings from Montana.
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¢

R..W .. Scott Krieger took the podium. Scott made a presentation to Les of a “We Love
Lawyers” button he received from Grand Master Ed Zorn on his recent trip to the Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge of Colorado.

REPORT OF BALLOT
The Chairman of Tellers, W..B.. Les Evert presented the report of the balloting on

Grand Lodge Officers. The following individuals received a majority of votes for the
offices indicated:

Deputy Grand Master/

Grand Master-Elect...........cooeeoeniiininiieeeeeeeeee R...W.. Scott J. Krieger, Sr.
Grand Senior Warden ............coceeeeeeierienenencneeeeceeeeseiee R..W.. Dean F. Skokan
Grand Junior Warden..........ccocceevveriieciineenienieeeeee e R..W.. Reginald S. Kuhn
Grand SECTELATY ......cceeoueiuereerierieetieieieie et R..W.. Bruce A. Watkins

The Grand Master then elicited acceptance from each of the newly elected officers and
congratulated them individually on their election.

*

Deputy Grand Master Ivan Vrtiska introduced and recognized the 2005-2006 Grand
Lodge Officers, also announcing that the installation of the aforementioned officers will
take place Sunday, February 13, 2005, at 2:00 p.m. at the Omaha Scottish Rite Masonic
Center. There will be a reception following. He reminded those who had pre-registered
for the pre-installation dinner on Saturday evening, February 12, that the social hour will
begin at 6:00 p.m.

R..W.. Ivan Vrtiska announced that the 149" Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge A..F.. & A..M.. of Nebraska will take place at the Holiday Inn Convention
Center in Kearney, Nebraska, February 2, 3 and 4, 2006.

*
Grand Senior Warden Scott J. Krieger announced that the 150™ Annual Communication
of the Grand Lodge A..F.. & A..M.. of Nebraska will take place at the Holiday Inn
Convention Center in Kearney, Nebraska on February 1, 2 and 3, 2007.
Grand Junior Warden Dean F. Skokan moved for approval to hold the 151% Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge A..F.. & A..M.. of Nebraska in Kearney,
Nebraska on January 31, February 1 and 2, 2008. The motion was seconded and carried.

After making various announcements, the R..W.. Deputy Grand Master called the
session from Labor to Refreshment, to reconvene Saturday, February 5 at 8:30 a.m.
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2005 Proceedings
of the
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of the
Most Ancient and Honorable
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of Nebraska

One Hundred Forty-Eighth
Annual Communication

Held in Hastings, Nebraska
February 4-5, 2005

Most Worshipful Les Seiler
Grand Master

Second Session
Saturday, February 5, 2005

Hastings

The R.. W .. Deputy Grand Master called the 148"™ Annual Communication of the Most
Worshipful, the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska from

Refreshment to Labor at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 5, 2005.
V..W.. Grand Chaplain Joe D. McBride invoked the blessing of Deity.

Deputy Grand Master Ivan A. Vrtiska asked the Brethren to join him in reciting the

Pledge of Allegiance.

¢

R..W.. Ivan asked Patrick Barger to approach the East to receive the first place Grand

Master’s Recruitment Award.
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Deputy Grand Master Ivan introduced Grand Master Les Seiler, who presented Patrick
with his pin, pocket badge and plaque for his efforts in being the first line signer on the
most petitions for new candidates in 2004.

Les thanked everyone for attending the Grand Master’s Banquet and the auction that
followed. He reported that there were still some people who needed to see Michelle to
pay for the items they won at the live or silent auctions. The preliminary calculations of
the live auction were $4791.50 that will benefit CHIP. The silent auction will benefit the
youth groups, for which the proceeds were over $2,000.00.

FINAL REPORT OF THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

Scott J. Howerter, Chairman
In the absence of Scott Howerter, Philip A. Lorenzen, Past Grand Master, gave the report.

The Appropriations Committee met at the Grand Lodge office in Lincoln, Nebraska on
December 13, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. Committee members present were Scott Howerter, and
David Emry. Also attending were Ivan A. Vrtiska, Deputy Grand Master, Russell G.
Reno, Grand Junior Deacon, Bruce A. Watkins, Grand Secretary, John Parsons, and
Michelle Fulmer, Grand Lodge Office Manager.

The committee approved the proposed budget for 2005. This budget will be presented at
the Grand Lodge of Nebraska Annual Meeting to be held in Hastings, Nebraska,
February 4-5, 2005.

Respectfully submitted,

Scott J. Howerter, 256, Chairman
Thomas A. Brazer, 11

David A. Emry, 11

Jack G. Frahm, 204

Roger J. Olson, 194

Lodge Income

4010.00 Fees $1,500.00
4110.000 Dues-Fremont Home $7,569.00
4120.000 Dues-Masonic Home $30,275.00
4130.000 Dues-Geo Washington $7,569.00
4140.000 Dues-Education Publication - NE Mason $7,569.00
4160.000 Dues-Perpetual Membership-Rest. $0.00
4100.000 Membership Dues $211,932.00
4175.000 GL Admin Fee - Perp $500.00)
4200.000 Initiation Fees $4,000.00
4300.000 Surety Bond Premium $4,315.00
4350.000 Liability Ins Premium $16,350.00
4600.000 Reinstatement Fees $900.00)

Subtotal - Lodge Income $292,479.00

Sales Income

4400.000 Donations for Supplies $12,000.00;
4450.725 Band Clinic Registration $56,250.00
4460.725 Band Clinic Supplies $5,000.00
4620.400 Sale of GM Banquet Tickets $6,250.00
4620.600 Sale of Memb. Banquet Tickets $6,500.00
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4625.40 Sale of PGM Ladies Lunch $0.00
4625.50 Sale of Secretaries Luncheon Tickets $825.00|
4625.600 Sale of Men's Luncheon Tickets $1,925.00
4625.700 Sale of Ladies Luncheon Tickets $1,438.00
4631.400 Sales of Men's Sat. Ed. Breakfast Tickets $2,000.00
4632.400 Sales of Ladies Saturday Brunch Tickets $800.00)
4633.400 Sale of Red Cross Breakfast Tickets $165.00|
4900.000 Wardens and Deacons School $1,000.00
4875.000 Miscellaneous Income $500.00
Subtotal-Sales Income $94,653.00
Participatory Income
4650.000 NE Masonic Home-Admin $7,500.00
4655.000 NE Masonic Home-Paper $5,000.00
4660.000 OES & Fremont -Paper $5,000.00
Subtotal-Participatory Income $17,500.00
TOTAL REVENUE $404,632.00
Annual C ication
5103.400 Per Diem $0.00
5104.400 Guest Room Rental $1,000.00
5110.400 Grand Master's Banquet $4,625.00
5111.400 Entertainment - Grand Master's Banquet $750.00
5120.400 Proceedings $3,600.00
5130.400 Membership Banquet $5,482.75
5131.400 Entertainment - Membership Banquet $800.00)
5150.400 Ladies Program $125.00
5170.400 Misc Incidental Expense $6,000.00
5171.400 Other Meals $50.00
5172.400 Grand Lodge Officer Breakfast $175.00
5173.400 Dignitaries Breakfast $1,750.00
5177.40 Secretaries Lunch $750.75
5174.400 Mens' Lunch $1,748.25
5175.400 Ladies Lunch $1,326.25
5176.400 PGM Ladies Lunch $0.00
5179.400 Ladies Saturday Brunch $702.75]
5178.400 Men's Saturday Education Breakfast $1,750.00
5180.400 Red Cross Breakfast $175.00
5440.400 Printing & Copying - Ann. Comm. $2,000.00
Subtotal-Annual Communication $32,810.75
] Il on
5170.425 Misc. Incidental Expense $2,000.00
5220.425 Meals $3,000.00
5440.425 Printing & Copying - Installation $400.00)
Subtotal-Installation $5,400.00
Travel & Related

5200.000 Travel-GL Office Staff $0.00
5200.100 Travel-Grand Master $1,200.00
5200.150 Travel-Dep Gr Master $1,200.00
5200.200 Travel-Grand Secretary $800.00)
5200.350 Travel-Other Officers $1,000.00
5210.000 Auto Allowance $1,000.00
5210.100 Auto Allow-Grand Master $3,000.00
5210.150 Auto Allow-Dep Gr Master $1,000.00
5210.200 Auto Allow-Gr Secretary $1,000.00
5210.250 Auto Allow-Gr Custodian $200.00]
5210.300 Auto Allow- DGC's $700.00]
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5210.350 Auto Allow-Other Officers $3,000.00
5220.000 Meals-GL Office Staff $150.00)
5220.100 Meals-Grand Master $500.00
5220.150 Meals-Dep Gr Master $400.00|
5220.200 Meals-Gr Secretary $300.00]
5220.250 Meals -Gr Custodian $100.00]
5220.300 Meals-DGC's $100.00)
5220.350 Meals-Other Officers $400.00
5230.000 Motels-GL Office Staff $500.00
5230.100 Motels-Grand Master $3,000.00
5230.150 Motels-Dep Gr Master $2,000.00
5230.200 Motels-Grand Secretary $2,000.00
5230.250 Motels-Gr Custodian $500.00
5230.350 Motels-Other Officers $2,500.00
5230.300 Motels-DGC $100.00)
5235.150 Retreat-Dep Gr Master $1,200.00
5240.100 Conf & Conv -Gr Master $1,000.00
5240.150 Conf & Conv-Dep GM $1,000.00
5240.200 Conf & Conv-Gr Secretary $1,000.00
5240.350 Conf & Conv-Other Officer $2,000.00
5250.300 Per Diem-DGC's $800.00)
5260.300 School of Instruction $2,000.00
Subtotal-Travel & Related $35,650.00
Salaries & Related
6561.000 Salary-Gr Custodian $6,000.00
6561.000 Salary-GL Office Staff $84,454.00
6563.000 Salary-Temp Staff $500.00|
6680.000 Contract Labor $1,700.00
Performance Incentive $3,000.00
6562.10 FICA-Employer Share $6,460.73
FICA-Employer Share-GC $459.00
6562.20 Unemploy Tax-Fed $200.00
Unemploy Tax-Fed-GC $44.00
6562.30 Unemploy Tax-State $15.00
Unemploy Tax-State-GC $1.00]
5370.000 Employer's Share Sep/IRA $2,533.62]
5380.000 GL Office Staff-Training $100.00)
Subtotal-Salaries & Related $105,467.35
Occupancy & Related
5400.000 Office Rent-Storage $300.00
5400.100 Office Rent $18,000.00
5410.000 Utilities $3,800.00
5412.000 Trash Removal $350.00|
5413.000 Grounds Maintenance $1,000.00
5414.000 Building Maintenance $5,000.00
5490.000 Corporate/Legal Fees - Sect'y of State, etc. $130.00)
5415.000 Telephone $7,000.00
5415.100 Telephone-Gr Master $0.00
5415.200 Telephone-Gr Secretary $0.00,
5415.250 Telephone-Gr Custodian $0.00,
5420.000 Equipment Maintenance $6,000.00
5425.000 Equipment Rental $1,700.00
5430.000 Equipment Purchase $6,500.00
5435.000 Postage $8,000.00
5435.100 Postage-Gr Master $0.00
5435.150 Postage-Dep Gr Master $0.00
5435.250 Postage-Gr Custodian $100.00]
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5440.000 Printing & Copying $4,000.00
5440.250 Printing & Copying-GC $200.00)
5445.000 Office Supplies $3,750.00]
5445.100 Office Supplies-GM $50.00,
5450.000 Office Maintenance $300.00]
5455.000 Computer Supplies $2,000.00
5460.000 Computer Repair & Maint $2,500.00
5465.000 Computer Software Sup $1,000.00]
5470.000 Dues & Subscriptions $500.00
5475.000 NE Mason Pub Exp $33,000.00
5480.000 Bank Service Charge-Unrestricted $250.00
5485.000 Professional Fees - Accting Audit $3,300.00
5500.000 Lodge Supplies-Printed $3,000.00]
5505.000 Lodge Supplies-Other $4,000.00
5505.250 Supplies Lodges-GC $650.00)
5510.000 Supplies Lodges-Pins $1,750.00
5515.000 Lodge Ofcrs Directory Printing $1,600.00
5525.000 GL Jewels, Aprons & Collars $2,700.00]

Subtotal-Occupancy & Related $122,430.00

Insurance & Adi ative

5600.000 Workers Compensation $450.00|
5605.000 Group Ins for GL Employees $23,500.00
5610.000 Surety Bond $3,098.00
5620.000 Directors & Officers Ins $3,900.00
5625.000 Liability Insurance $16,250.00
5635.000 Office Contents & Equipment $2,950.00]
5650.000 Other Admin Exp-General $2,000.00]

Subtotal-Insurance & Admin $52,148.00

Committees

XXXX.100 Jurisprudence-Committee $0.00
XXXX.450 Masonic Education $1,200.00

5200.450 Travel

5220.450 Meals

5230.450 Motels

5470.450 Dues
5220.475 Appropriations Committee $0.00
5220.525 Committee On Work $50.00
5835.550 Relief Committee $500.00
5200.600 Trial Commissions $100.00|
XXXX.625 Grievances $0.00
5220.650 Gr Lodge Office Comm $50.00|
5220.675 Finance Committee $0.00
5650.700 Public Relations Committee $1,500.00

5650.710 Grand Marshal Exp

5650.725 Band Clinic
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XXXX.750 Youth Committee $2,500.00
5875.750 Scholarships Awards $4,000.00
5650.750 Other Administrative $100.00,
5650.800 Membership Committee $500.00]
5220.825 General Session/Social Comm $0.00
5520.900 Awards Committee $500.00
IXXXX.910 Freemasonry & Religion Comm $0.00
5210.950 Lodge Advisory Committee $300.00
5240.995 Masonic Renewal Committee $0.00
5650.960 George Washington Memorial Committee $500.00)
5650.970 All Committee Strategic Planning Expense
5800.00 Wardens and Deacons School $1,000.00
5650.98 Internet and Computer Committee $0.00|
5650.99 Fraternal Relations Committee $0.00
CHild Identification Program Committee
5650.94 Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee $5,000.00
Subtotal-Committees $80,250.00
Contributions
5704.000 Fremont Home Dues $7,569.00
5705.000 NE Masonic Home Dues $30,276.00
5706.000 Geo Washington Mem Dues $7,569.00
5820.000 Masonic Service Assoc Dues/Hosp $2,100.00]
5810.000 NE DeMolay Donation $1,850.00
5811.000 Job's Daughters Donation $1,850.00
5812.000 Rainbow Donation $1,850.00
5830.000 Other Masonic Promotion — Cornerstones $500.00|
5835.000 Assoc of Masonic Boards of Relief $200.00
Subtotal-Contributions $53,764.00
TOTAL EXPENSES $487,920.10
REVENUE LESS EXPENSES -$83,288
Investment Income
4700.000 Int & Div FNB — Omaha $83,345.37
4800.000 Gain on Sale of Investments (Loss)
4875.000 Miscellaneous Income
Subtotal-Investment Income $83,345

M..W.. Phil Lorenzen moved for the adoption of the report of the Appropriations
Committee. The motion was seconded and carried favorably.
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.

W ... Brian L. Cotter, Senior Grand Deacon, was called upon to bring greetings from the
Grand Lodge of Colorado. After W..B.. Cotter’s greetings, Grand Master Les asked
Grand Senior Warden Krieger to come forward to make a presentation. Brian being a
native Nebraskan, Scott presented him with a Nebraska Huskers sticker for him to
proudly display on his car. To which Senior Grand Deacon Cotter replied “I’d be happy
to put this on the car and display it proudly every time I put it in the garage.”

MASONIC MEMORIAL SERVICE AND NECROLOGY
Joe D. McBride, Grand Chaplain

Everything that happens in this world happens at the time God chooses. He sets the time
for building up and the time for tearing down, the time for sorrow and the time for joy,
the time for birth and the time for death, the time for mourning and the time for healing.
He has set the time for everything in our lives. Let us take this time and use it not only
for mourning but also for healing and joy — the joy that the Grand Artificer has laid down
on each and every one of us in His Kingdom.

Let us pray: Our Heavenly Father, we ask for your blessing upon our departed Brethren
and their families. May the work of their labors continue to be present in our gentle
Craft. Open our heart to the lessons they have taught through Your wisdom and
guidance. Let Your kind and gentle love rest upon those who grieve that they may find
peace in their hearts. Divest us of our sins and prepare each of us for that time that we
too shall enter into Your great home. This we ask in Your Holy Name, Amen.

Behold my Brethren, the names of the 514 brethren who have laid down their working
tools this past year and now dwell in that house not made with hands, eternal in the
Heavens. (At this time, the Brethren watched a slideshow presentation containing the
names of the Brothers who were laid to rest in 2004.)

Respectfully submitted,
Joe D. McBride, 224, Grand Chaplain
.

Grand Master Les Seiler asked M..W ... Donald Mayer, Grand Master of lowa to come
forward and bring greetings from his jurisdiction.

.

At this time, Grand Master Les Seciler officially reappointed the Deputy Grand
Custodians, under the leadership of W..B... Les Evert, as Tellers, should they be needed.

*

M. W .. Seiler called Byron Hust to the podium to remark on his receipt of the DeMolay
Mason of the Year Award. Stunned by the award, Byron was unable to speak when he
received the award during the Public Opening on Friday morning. Byron came forward
and thanked DeMolay for the award and encouraged the Brethren to support the Masonic
youth of Nebraska.
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REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

Delmar A. Jones, Chairman

The Credentials Committee is pleased to report the following for this, the 148th Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska.

We have in attendance all Grand Lodge Officers, 12 Past Grand Masters, 18 Deputy
Grand Custodians and 54 non-delegate Masons. At the time of this report, there are the
following Masters, Wardens and Secretaries Registered.

There are 79 Worshipful Masters in person and 28 by proxy; there are 40 Senior Wardens
in person and 33 by proxy; there are 38 Junior Wardens in person and 36 by proxy; and
there are 70 Secretaries in person and 28 by proxy.

There are no Masters, Wardens or Secretaries registered from the following Lodges: 36,
38, 55, 68, 95, 106, 159, 167, 200, 201, 209, 218, 229, 234, 236, 241, 248, 250, 264, 291
and 311.

There have been no Masters, Wardens or Secretaries Registered from the following
lodges for two years: 36, 38, 55, 68, 159, 167, 200, 201, 209, 218, 229, 234, 236, 241,
250, 264 and 291; and for three years from 36, 200, 201, 218, 236, 248, 250 and 291.

We are pleased to have dignitaries present representing the following jurisdictions: Prince
Hall Masons of Nebraska, Grand Lodges of Vermont, Illinois, lowa, Minnesota, Kansas,
Colorado, South Dakota, Montana and Wyoming.

We are also pleased to have in attendance representatives from the following Masonic-
related organizations: Eastern Star, Rainbow for Girls, Job’s Daughters, DeMolay, York
Rite, Scottish Rite, Tehama and Tangier Shrine Temples, National Sojourners, The
Nebraska Masonic Home and the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children.

Other attendance items that may be of interest are: There were 294 present at the Grand
Master’s Banquet Thursday evening, there were 386 at the Public Opening on Friday
morning, and 365 at the Membership Banquet Friday night.

It has indeed been a pleasure to serve as Chairman of the Credentials Copmmittee this
year for Most Worshipful Les Seiler. I want to personally thank the other Brothers on the
Committee who have spent many hours at the registration table to help make this a
smooth and enjoyable Grand Lodge Communication. They are Frank Dougherty, William
Hurst, Philip Edwards and Mike Small, and to two Brothers who are retiring after this
year, Norris Rusmisell and Doyle Berg, who together have nearly 60 years of combined
service on this Committee. I simply say Wow and thank you both for your hard work and
dedication.

I also give a huge thank you to Michelle, Carol and Jean at the Grand Lodge office who
work so hard to make this Grand Lodge Session run smoothly.
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With possible corrections or additions due to late registrations, I move for the adoption of
the report of the Credentials Committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Delmar A. Jones, 46 & 65, Chairman
Doyle E. Berg, 281

Michael L. Small, 50

Frank S. Dougherty, 297

Philip O. Edwards, 326

William G. Hurst, 54

Norris L. Rusmisell, 46

W..B.. Delmar Jones moved for the adoption of the report of the Credentials
Committee. The motion was seconded and carried favorably.

*

W ..B.. Major Chuck Folsom was called to the podium by Grand Master Les to make a
few remarks regarding National Sojourners.

*

R..W.. Daniel C. Yandel, Senior Grand Warden and Personal Representative of the
Grand Master, was asked to bring greetings from the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER

M..W .. Grand Master Les Seiler spoke briefly about the past year, the goals set for 2004
and the accomplishments achieved:

“It is my pleasure now to give you the Grand Master’s Address. I have written a
document and I assume you can all read so I’m not going to read it to you, and I know
that will please you because you would all be asleep. But there are some things I would
like to talk about. Besides telling you it’s just been a great year, it’s been a great trip, it’s
been a great journey. Since my appointment by my father here, Dwight Smith, I have
really enjoyed working for you and with you. I’m not sure if I have met with every single
lodge in this state this year, but with the thirteen Grand Master’s Conference across the
state, I think I came pretty close to meeting a representative from just about every single
lodge. I hope that is continued in the future because it was the communication from your
lodges and your representatives to me that was important.

The thing I was absolutely amazed at and had no idea that it didn’t occur is to watch
Columbus talk to David City or Beatrice talk to Barneston or McCook talk to one of the
lodges in their area or out at Scottsbluff talking to its neighbors, and they communicated.
And the communications went like, ‘You know, we’re doing a Master’s Degree next
week, why don’t you come on down?’ ‘Oh, gee, we’ve never done that before.” A few
miles apart and our brother lodges hadn’t communicated. And there’s been a great result.
I hope I get my exact figures right. I asked at the meeting in Beatrice why Wilber wasn’t
doing its fish fry anymore and Wilber wasn’t in attendance. And later I saw W..B.". Bob
Prokop and I asked him, and he said, ‘Oh, they just lost interest.” So I asked at that
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meeting why somebody wouldn’t start that. And Barneston and Beatrice agreed to do it.
They had a great turnout. They had numerous lodges in the area invited in. The result of
that, and I don’t know the membership of Barneston, do you happen to know off the top
of your head? 20? Oh, I'm sorry, I’'m preaching to the choir here. They got 20 members.
About a month ago I got this call from Michelle saying ‘Can you authorize a one-day and
hurry because they’ve got 7 petitions signed. They wanna do a one-day and they’re
scared somebody will back out.” And I said, go ahead and do it, the paperwork will
follow. We’re not gonna let paperwork get in the way. It was just amazing how those
things can occur by communications within your own group. So I challenge you to go
home and the next time you’re doing something, a pancake feed or one of your functions
that you think your brothers from around the neighborhood might enjoy, call the other
Master. Tell him you’re having it, and invite him to come over. If you’re doing some
degree work, call the other Masters, have them come over and bring some people and
give them a job to do. It does a couple things. One, it puts people in the seats while
you’re doing the work, which will impress your candidate; two, you’ll just have a darn
good time. And I’ll guarantee you’ll get invited back to the other lodges. Now that seems
so simple that why didn’t it happen before, and it has happened in parts of this state.
Northeast Nebraska, in and around North Bend, David City area, it’s happening. But
across the state in general I was amazed at those meetings how they communicated and
were excited about communicating with each other, talking about common problems, but
more especially, talking to each other about Masonry.

So one of the things that I thought we also ought to do, it’s on page two of my Address,
it’s called The Grand Lodge. What and Who is the Grand Lodge. And I set out what and
who is the Grand Lodge. And then I put in there what does the Grand Lodge do through
its officers and members. You know, I think there’s a real misconception. And I think the
people that have this misconception have not listened to the Blue Lodge installation
ceremony. It says ‘We are only elevated for a short period of time by you as members of
this organization.” It applies to us Grand Lodge Officers too. We are raised only for a
short period of time to represent you, not ourselves, not as Grand Master, I wanna do this,
that’s not the way it’s run. It is what you want, and this year we have tried to get done
what you want and get programs going that need centralization to represent you, and that
is what the Grand Lodge is all about.

We had a great cornerstone. We went to Nebraska City on a special invitation for a
wonderful event for the Lewis and Clark Museum. Talk about dignitaries, there were
congressmen, senators, governors, past governors, just a great turnout of dignitaries and a
tremendous turnout of people down there. And we did the cornerstone as your Grand
Lodge Officers in full costume of the 1804 era. I will tell you there were some mighty big
eyes when we did that cornerstone. They really enjoyed it. Then we went to the ball that
night and the dinner in full costume and had a horse carriage ride from the Lied
Conference Center over to the Arbor Lodge where the ball was held and it was awesome,
and Masonry really gained in status in the eyes of many dignitaries in this state. So it was
just a golden opportunity and thank you Nebraska City Lodge for your wonderful work
that you did on that.

We had a lot of other cornerstones, and there is a direct correlation to the public’s
perception of us when we do those cornerstones, and you never know how they’re going
to turn out. The biggest failure of the cornerstones this year were held right here in
Hastings, Nebraska. We had zero turnout, nobody except Masons, and I was pretty
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discouraged. Then you go out to a town like Sutherland, Nebraska. I don’t know how big
Sutherland is, but we had more people in attendance at the public cornerstone than lived
in probably a 50-mile radius. We had a Past Grand Master from Wyoming show up, and
he didn’t tell us until afterwards that he was there. He graduated from Sutherland High
School. So it was just a great exposure. If you have a public building or a building that
meets the criteria of the Grand Lodge for a cornerstone, please call us, because we don’t
always get a lot of information on these public buildings, and we need to get in early and
talk to these people and we need to have the local people talk to them and it will really
help your exposure in your community. It’s been proven to do so. The cornerstones are
shown on page five of the Address.

One of the other things that we did this year, and I give full credit to R..W.. Dean
Skokan for this, is he formed a degree team for the Scottish Rite and we did the 8"
Degree. We did them in Yankton, South Dakota; we were invited by the Sovereign Grand
Inspector General Charles Kaufman to put on that 8" Degree for them, and we really
looked forward to doing that. We’ve done it in Lincoln and Hastings, and we’re going to
do the 8" Degree March 19" in Hastings for the statewide. It’s been a lot of fun, it’s been
great exposure; it goes back to that unity theory. If you see the common thread
throughout my entire presentation here, it’s the unity of Masonry and all the families of
Masonry as we go through.

Now, a lot of you think that lodges cannot have an effect on a statewide organization. I
happened to be with Dean Skokan and Past Grand Master Charles Kaufman, SGIG of
South Dakota, and we were up chasing the wild bird behind our dogs, and Chuck said,
“You know what we ought to do tonight, we ought to go to White, South Dakota.” We
said, ‘Really, where is White, South Dakota?’ ‘Oh, it’s just a fair piece up the river here.’
And so we went, it’s on the Minnesota, South Dakota border almost to North Dakota.
Now you would think traveling from Hastings, Nebraska to White, South Dakota that I
would win the award for the furthest traveled, right? I wasn’t even close. One-hundred
and forty-four Brothers show up in a town of 50? They’ve got a great little lodge there
and they were celebrating their 50" annual Table Lodge held in Washington Lodge No.
111. And there were 144 Brethren there for the dinner and the Table Lodge. They were
from North Dakota, lowa, Minnesota, Michigan, Nebraska and South Dakota. But I got
beat out by a guy that lives so far west of there that if he’d have spit he’d have been in
Wyoming. He had traveled 475 miles just to attend that. They had the history there. And
low and behold I was not the first Grand Master of Nebraska to attend that. Bevin Bump
had been there. I don’t think I’ve ever been anywhere in the world where Bevin Bump
hasn’t been.

You know, we used to have a very good lawyer here in Hastings by the name of Jim
Conway. And we called him the Cardinal, a very devoted Catholic lawyer, and
everywhere you went you ran into somebody who said, ‘Oh, do you know Jim Conway?’
Bevin Bump is a lot like that, and I think I can probably even find a story for Bevin that
will match the one I’'m going to tell you about Jim. I was on a beach in Hawaii and I
pulled up a chair, sat it down, relaxed and a guy pulled up a chair and sat down beside
me. We got to talking and he was a lawyer from New York City who specialized in
bonds. He said, “Where are you from?” I said, ‘Hastings, Nebraska.” And he said, ‘Oh,
you know my good friend Jim, Conway.’ I think Bevin Bump is that way in Masonry
because every place you go, you run into people that say, ‘Is Bevin Bump still alive?
Well I knew him when...” Followed by, almost as popular, Paul Eveland. Paul was there
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and he probably traveled as much and met as many people as Bevin and people always
asked, ‘Do you know, is Paul still around, is he still active?” And the answer is, “Yes.” So
I was the third Grand Master from Nebraska to attend that. But the point is not the travel.
The point is not that we were there. The point is that each and every one of you can create
something in your lodge that will become very successful - persistence, hard work, and
it’ll work for you. You can do these things. If White, South Dakota can do it, there isn’t a
single lodge in Nebraska that can’t do something that makes itself stand out.

I would like to wind this up a little bit. The condition of the craft, in my opinion, not
caused by me, caused by a whole line succession of good, excellent Past Grand Masters
and boy that’s hard to say, cause you know they really get puffed up, these guys sitting
around here — Jim, Phil, all these, Ken’s standing in the back there. They’ve worked hard
and we’ve kept the succession going. I guess the first admonishment of a leader is ‘Do no
harm.” So I think it’s still going good, so I guess I didn’t do any harm this year. But
we’ve righted the ship. We are in positive mode, folks. We have 430-some deaths, we
had a tremendous amount of non-payment of dues that we lost this year, but that’s the
negative way to look at this. Look at it on the positive side. What I told the Secretaries,
‘Look around. This lodge is getting younger. This Grand Lodge is getting younger. Just
look around.” One of my wise guys on the line leaned over and said, ‘That’s because
you’re getting older, Seiler.” But you know, it is getting younger, and that’s the future.
We’re in positive mode. Things are happening and there’s no reason it can’t happen in
your community and in your lodge.

I love the way people are using the term ‘relevance.’ I think many people must have read
that article. That’s another thing, I think our communication through the Nebraska
Mason, for your lodges, as well as for the Grand Lodge, has really increased, because
people do read that. So if you have something you want to be recognized and have people
come and do things with you, get it into that Nebraska Mason.

Jo and I would like to thank you for this wonderful year. It’s just been outstanding, it
really has. I have never had a year go by so fast. I just give you my full thanks and as
Socrates said, ‘The hour of departure is here. It has arrived. And we will go our way.’
Now you literate people out there know what the rest of this thing says, and I hope it isn’t
true. For Socrates finished this saying, and I didn’t put it in the report, but I will tell you,
he finished this saying, ‘I go to die and you go to man the institution of democracy.” And
I hope the first part of it isn’t right. But the rest of it [ hope is true. Thank you very, very
much Brethren.”

The printed address of the Grand Master is as follows:

TO THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONORABLE FRATERNITY OF FREE AND
ACCEPTED MASONS OF NEBRASKA

Brethren:
Welcome all to the 148th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska. In
compliance with Article X, Section 2 of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge A.~F.. &

A..M.. of Nebraska, and with great pride, pleasure, and humility, I present this written
address for the 148th Annual Communication. Legislative proposals I have tendered as
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Grand Master, consisting of Recommendations, were forwarded to the Jurisprudence
Committee and Subordinate Lodges not less than 45 days prior to the 148th Annual
Communication as set forth in Section 1-304 of the Bylaws of the Grand Lodge. These
Recommendations were presented at all Area Meetings held in the fall of 2004.

This address presents to you for review the official acts of the 138th Grand Master during
the preceding Masonic year.

To the out-of-state visiting Brethren and appendant Masonic Bodies and organizations, I
hope you find the business session to be useful and that you also have a great time
fraternally.

To the Nebraska Masons, I welcome you to the 148th annual session of the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska. This is really your session to which the Grand Lodge Officers have had the
pleasure and honor of representing you. The delegates to the Grand Lodge have a solemn
duty to represent the Brethren of your lodge to the best of your ability and to
communicate the workings of the Grand Lodge back to your Lodge members.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First, I would like to thank my father, W... Harold E. Seiler, who did not live to see his
son become Grand Master, but was the person to bring his son to “first light in Masonry”
in 1962. It was my father who lit the Masonic fire in me. To my mother, Ruth E. Seiler,
who always supported the family in our Masonic endeavors, I thank you! The late I1l. Sir
Robert Knight appointed me to the advancing line to be Potentate of Tehama Temple in
1982 whom along with my father served as an officer in all three degrees conferred upon
his grandson’s, Greg and Brad.

I thank my wife, Jo, for the love and support that was always unending. I have said many
times that the encouragement of the Masonic wife is the ingredient that is absolutely
necessary for a man to enjoy Masonry.

To my children, Stephanie and her husband Brother Jason Grubb, Greg, and Brad and his
fiancée Melissa, I thank you for all your understanding when I was spending time with
Masonry as you were giving up your time with me. Thank you!!

To all the Brethren and their wives who have supported me during the year with their
time and energy, | thank you! Especially, I thank the Brethren of Mid West Lodge No.
317 and Hastings Lodge No. 50, as without their assistance the Grand Lodge Session
could not have been held in the Masonic Center here in Hastings, Nebraska.

To the Grand Lodge Office Staff, Michelle Fulmer, Office Manager; Carol Schroeder,
Administrative Secretary; and Jean Holt, Office Assistant words can not express my
thanks and the gratitude of the Masons of Nebraska who have experienced your smiling
attitude of helping, rather than becoming a road block.

To the Grand Lodge Officers and Committee Members, your support has made this year

“fly by.” The Grand Lodge of Nebraska and especially the 2004 Grand Master, are
grateful for giving of your time and energy.
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Special appreciation goes to PGM Dwight E. Smith, for appointing me to the Grand
Lodge Line and to the Past Grand Masters, thank you for leading and training this Grand
Master to be the “best he could be.”

GRAND LODGE

What and who is the Grand Lodge?

The Grand Lodge is defined in the Constitution in Article II as:

“The Grand Lodge shall consist of a Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand
Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden, Grand Secretary, Grand Chaplain, Grand
Orator, Grand Historian, Grand Custodian, Grand Marshal, Grand Senior Deacon,
Grand Junior Deacon, Grand Senior Steward, Grand Junior Steward, and Grand
Tyler, with such other officers as it may from time to time create; together with the
Masters and Wardens and Secretaries or the proxies, duly constituted, of the
chartered subordinate lodges under its jurisdiction; and such Past Grand Masters
and Past Deputy Grand Masters as are members of subordinate lodges.”

What does the Grand Lodge do, through its officers and members?

It financially supports our three Masonic youth Groups: DeMolay Nebraska,
Job’s Daughters and Rainbow for Girls.

It supports the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children (Fremont) and The
Nebraska Masonic Home (Plattsmouth).

It presents scholarships each year to deserving high school seniors, and offers
each local lodge $75 to award a scholarship and generate publicity.

It organizes and supports the Masonic All-Star Marching Band Clinic and CHIP
programs.

It provides support and assistance to the local Lodges.

It supports the Nebraska Masonic Library and Museum.

It strives to improve local lodge leadership by providing leadership seminars for
Wardens and Deacons and all who attend Grand Lodge Sessions and schools.

It extends Masonic Charity through the Masonic Relief Association.

It provides news about local lodge and Grand Lodge happenings to every Mason
in the state through The Nebraska Mason.

It proudly offers one of the finest systems of Masonic Education.

It’s Grand Custodian and Deputy Grand Custodians work with local lodges to
educate and encourage quality proficien