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Masonic History
of the
129th Grand Master

Jerry L. Rittenburg

Ancient Craft Masonry — Initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason on
January 9, 1958; passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason on February 13,
1958; and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on March 20, 1958,
all in East Lincoln Lodge No. 210, Lincoln, Nebraska. Served as Master of East
Lincoln Lodge No. 210, Lincoln, Nebraska, in 1967; served the lodge as

Chaplain several years. He has also served on the lodge’s Board of Trustees for
two terms.

Grand Lodge — Appointed Deputy Grand Custodian in 1984, and served as
Grand Custodian from 1985 - 1990. Appointed Grand Junior Deacon in
February 1990 by M..W.. John M. McHenry. Appointed Grand Senior
Deacon in February 1991 by M .. W ... James N. DeMoss. Elected and installed
as Grand Junior Warden under M .. W ... James L. Eatmon in February, 1992.
Elected and installed as Grand Senior Warden under M..W.. Donald L.
Pohlman in February 1993. Elected and installced as Deputy Grand Master and
Grand Master-Elect in February 1994 under M..W .. Steven F. Mattoon.
Installed as the 129th Grand Master of Masons on February 5, 1995.

Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of Missouri — Previously served on
Committee on Grand Lodge Offices, Finance and Nebraska Work.

York Rite — Made a Royal Arch Mason in Capstone Chapter, at Lincoln,
Nebraska on February 16, 1985. Made a Royal and Select Master in Lincoln
Council No. 4, at Lincoln, Nebraska on October 14, 1992. Dubbed a Knight
Templar in Mt. Moriah Commandery No. 4, at Lincoln, Nebraska on November
17, 1992. Became a member of the Cocur De Lion Conclave of the Red Cross
of Constantine in 1994.

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite — Received the 4th through the 32nd
Degrees in the Valley of Lincoln, Orient of Nebraska in 1960. Elected a Knight
Commander of the Court of Honor in December 1987.

Shrine — Member since 1963 of Sesostris Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order
of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in Lincoln, Nebraska. Active in the Hillbilly
Club, the Ritualistic Divan and was involved in starting the Proficient Past
Masters Shrine Club.

Order of Eastern Star — Member of Lincoln Chapter No. 148 in Lincoln,
Nebraska since 1960. Served as Worthy Patron in 1980 and 1986.




DeMolay — Senior DeMolay in Lincoln Chapter Order of DeMolay.

Rainbow — Awarded the Grand Cross of Color by the International Order of
Rainbow for Girls in 1994.

Other Masonic Bodies — Appointed Trustee of the Nebraska Masonic Home
in 1990. Member of the Board of Directors, Nebraska Masonic Foundation and
the Nebraska Masonic Home Foundation. Member of National Sojourners.
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Grand Master-Elect of Masons of Nebraska
1996-1997
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Masonic History
of the
130th Grand Master

V. Kaye Ramsey

Ancient Craft Masonry — Initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason on
December 12, 1962, passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason on January
22, 1963, and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on February 19,
1963. Entered Apprentice Degree conferred by Mid-West Lodge No. 317,
Hastings, Nebraska. Fellow Craft and Master Mason Degrees conferred by
John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290, Omaha, Nebraska. Served as Master of John J.
Mercer Lodge No. 290, Omaha, Nebraska in 1987.

Grand Lodge — Appointed Grand Junior Steward in February 1989 by
M..W.. Thomas W. Tye. Re-appointed Grand Junior Steward in February
1990 by M..W.. John M. McHenry. Appointed Grand Junior Deacon in
February 1991 by M .. W .-. James N. DeMoss. Appointed Grand Senior Deacon
in February 1992by M ... W ... James L. Eatmon. Elected and installed as Grand
Junior Warden under M ... W ... Donald L. Pohlman in February 1993. Elected
and installed as Grand Senior Warden under M..W.. Steven F. Mattoon in
February 1994. Elected and installed as Deputy Grand Master and Grand
Master-Elect under M.-. W . Jerry L. Rittenburg in February 1995. Installed as
the 130th Grand Master of Masons on February 2, 1996.

Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of Montana. Previously served on
Committee on Fraternal Relations and Committee on Finance.

York Rite — Made a Royal Arch Mason in Delta Chapter No. 60, at Omaha,
Nebraska on May 24, 1982. Made a Royal and Select Master in Omaha Council
No. 1, at Omaha, Nebraska on October 9, 1982. Dubbed a Knight Templar in
Mt. Calvary Commandery No. 1, at Omaha, Nebraska on October 9, 1982.

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite — Received the 4th through the 32nd
Degrees in the Valley of Omaha, Orient of Nebraska in 1982. Elected a Knight
Commander of the Court of Honor in December 1995.

Shrine — Member since 1988 of Tangier Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order
of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in Omaha, Nebraska. Active in the Proficient
Past Masters Shrine Club.

Order of Eastern Star — Member of Narcissus Chapter No. 269 in Omaha,
Nebraska since 1981. Served as Worthy Patron in 1984.

DeMolay — Senior DeMolay in Hastings Chapter Order of DcMolay.

Rainbow — Rainbow Dad, Benson Diana Assembly No. 2, Omaha, Nebraska
in 1986. Awarded the Grand Cross of Color by the International Order of
Rainbow for Girls in 1987.




Other Masonic Bodies — Member, Board of Directors, Nebraska Masonic-
Eastern Star Home for Children 1986-1992, Trustee of the Nebraska Masonic
Home since 1990. Member of Omaha Chapter No. 19, National Sojourners.
Member of Nebraska Veterans Freemasons Association since 1983.
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Attest:

t is hereby centified that the following is a full, true and complete

record of the Proceedings of the One Hundred Thirty-Ninth Annual

Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honor-
able Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska, held at Kearney,
Nebraska, February 2nd and 3rd, 1996. and printed under my direction.

: itness my hand and the seal of the Grand Lodge A..F..& A..M..
of Nebraska this 8th day of October 1996.

Reginald S. Kuhn

GRAND SECRETARY
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1996 Proceedings

of the

Grand Lodge
of the
Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

One Hundred Thirty-Ninth
Annual Communication

Held in Kearney, Nebraska
February 2nd & 3rd, 1996

Most Worshipful Jerry L. Rittenburg
Grand Master

First Day — Opening Session
Friday, February 2, 1996

Preceding the formal opening of the Annual Communication, the Grand Lodge
of Masons of Nebraska held public opening ceremonies at the Holiday Inn,
Kearney, Nebraska, at 8:30 a.m. Friday, February 2, 1996.

R..W.. V. Kaye Ramsey presided.

Following the Presentation of the Colors by St. John Commandery No. 16 —
Knights Templar, the M.. W .. Grand Master, Jerry L. Rittenburg, and his Lady,
Mary Alice, were presented and given Grand Honors.

First of the dignitaries to be presented to the Grand Master and honored by the
Masons assembled were the Representatives of other Grand Jurisdictions.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS

MeAW SSBaulRhIWieek: ... . o 5 ST g S . Grand Master of lowa




Grand Lodge of Nebraska Kearney

REAWENER SN eetenbeeki SRt unE I e e Deputy Grand Master of Minnesota
MW Johnt WaIR eed I SIS Re . = . Grand Master, Prince Hall of Nebraska
W.. Russell W.Hobson . . . ... ...... Grand Lecturer, Prince Hall of Nebraska
M. W.. Wright P. Robinson . . . .. .. Past Grand Master, Prince Hall of Nebraska
MEAWERRchatdIMSIEuther el T, Grand Master of South Dakota
REWESREharleSIBRy ANl S i T SEPR. s Senior Grand Warden of South Dakota
MEAWES Geral diahnsonii-gra: T+ i Setui S Past Grand Master of South Dakota
VLW SR RO [PAN GITo WSt s S Sei Past Grand Master of South Dakota
REGAW, ) ackiC YA lordiSiantiig, I st o Deputy Grand Master of Wisconsin
REAVW BB U CERS NS M Stk - o P s, - A Senior Grand Warden of Wisconsin

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE APPENDANT BODIES
OF THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

Mis§lcaninclBrycesOn P MPmEiis Sh St i S ) L Worthy Grand Matron
Grand Chapter of Nebraska, OES

Brother Robert Rhodes . . . . . Personal Representative of the Worthy Grand Patron
............................ Grand Chapter of Nebraska, OES
MissiTlina Kunzf*s o SRS G, 5 I paR L AN 0 00 Bl 0L Grand Worthy Advisor
International Order of Rainbow for Girls in Nebraska

MirsSilihelmaliDomineo STl 5 L Ao o e ) L - Supreme Deputy
International Order of Rainbow for Girls in Nebraska

Missiicath eishimanEE S R e Grand Bethel Honored Queen
International Order of Job’s Daughters in Nebraska

MissEVITchEl TR B oo T e e e Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter
International Order of Job’s Daughters in Nebraska

MiESSMa Y ARITE TSl b T s oI o« . R - i . 5. Grand Guardian
International Order of Job’s Daughters in Nebraska

BrotheR e g e al s a i L IRy Associate Grand Guardian
International Order of Job’s Daughters in Nebraska

WilliamESIroudie- 98 Ak SUSE R 7 Fove B o ol Tk, J: State Master Councilor
International Order of DeMolay in Nebraska

BrotheriiMichaclSWAS il h s S SRS RS S e S State Executive Officer
International Order of DeMolay in Nebraska

MEE 8Virgi L TubachWs. v iy IEage SRl s Wha N Shs S vl s Grand High Priest
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska

RISESSDonaldi©SBickhaim e st . Grand Commander
Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Nebraska

Re o ay AT S pe ke L. Grand Secretary - Recorder
York Rite Bodies of Nebraska

IBIESRWarrenfDRISichty ¥ rHF IR =ier sy SRR Sovereign Grand Inspector General

for the Orient of Nebraska, Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction

BrotherlamesiWAKeebha e NI n i i FN e P - Secretary of Scottish Rite
Vailey of Alliance

Bioth R a AN (S O hin S O e L W Secretary of Scottish Rite
Valley of Lincoln

IR JOmER IR PR o Bl 6 0 o oidn o:oto o 0 dini Jic Secretary of Scotlish Rite
Valley of Omaha

IMPESS i@l ohniDAVerMaas P S s  e e Deputy Impcerial Potentate of the

imperial Council of the Ancient Arabic
Order of Noblcs of the Mystic Shrine for North America

2
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IIBIE 7 SidRebernt A Metcal il =0 S Potentate of Sesostris Temple
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

IEISSAS in{Ehar] esAWa thi ST SEpaEeR R e Potentate of Tangier Temple
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

1B 3SR edIRage” . o5F. L Lo, SRR T S e Potentate of Tehama Temple
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

Dorothy Bower=mugt:. V8 C R a8 Queen, Sat-ra Temple No. 59
Daughters of the Nile

IWENGeraldiDRVerbeek{Ror S syt Sl e g Regional Representative
National Sojourners for Nebraska and lowa

Wi ChanlespANFolsomPng s it SRt A R Past National President of National

Sojourners, and Past National Commander of the Hero’s of *76

PRESENTATION OF PAST GRAND MASTERS

OF NEBRASKA
M AW ATy A S e T T h e % e A S S ey 1964
Mrs. Margaret Fickes, widow of M.. W.. Russell Fickes . ... ......... 1971
MW Erank A Mattoonss iebe - S ERATE S0 re . 5 T SIS SRR R e 1973
MEW, S onal dE RS S Wa NS On: . T e ey e 1974
MG WA H atel dibIultman e o i e N R i D 1975
VAW N aclahl: (Flend rixt -« [asfem. a1t fuls, BEME TS |1 S-St ENE TR e e 1978
MW WanrensIDMIbichty St 5el " . e 28 (Mg S g s e S e 1979
MESWE ByrontClenkinsfir £ 31 2.0 i o Sk Sanie £ A liss 0 (IS o 1980
MEAWESRobertTASMetcal il & mac it pns . hee s - oA SO PR TR. s 1984-85
Ny Y A el e T T D T [ e e P e 1987
M Wes ZlIhomasiWATyes SrNme - - fT0 : foe apregiig, o S Sga SEiie ot T AT 1989
MEAWz:. JamesINEDeMass)™ o= TN - S & B e T oo T s 1991
MEPWERs JamesiLAEatmon 1. - L4 gl 8 il SIS ¥ i S £ ST 1992
MEAWELESTeveniFYMatioon )y & S 8 R i T SR SR 1994
V..W.. Arthur R. Sharp, Grand Chaplain, invoked the blessing of Deity, which

was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Grand Master Rittenburg welcomed everyone to this the 139th Annual Com-
munication.
PRESENTATION OF NEBRASKA DEPUTY GRAND
CUSTODIANS

W.:. Gus Scolaro, Grand Custodian presented the Deputy Grand Custodians:

AThIRSYDYERSPE . oL |~ unt oo sl ey - g S - or o IR N gk e District 18
EranksbariiSYEMERIuS'sy. . S0 oSk 1 bl e T S e District 38
JOhNIECHSIETKSE ARE N - 77E.) 55 o rafha: T3 Sl O R ais. 5, WET i District 8
EyverettiKiDappeny Emerilusie . . S8 R0 TrE ARt L AT S et District 30
RecerlLaShillinglon™a o © .5 . hll . awl RS il 2 R e i T e District 32
BeslicfASIENETIE: ¥ Saih % . ¢ =Ep RS T I L D f AR e District 29
|2ryaenE (CESTSN S TR IO | e B it SR oW e 5 5%aio o' District 11
HaoldRWANObDIC. TAE 8 Loy, Sai il 15 o s pal i, e S District 35
SteVenyAR@Gree . - AT e ol i, - s o District 10
EloydiVilisKaRe: "= 2 & i e o, om0 B Mgl N S e R District 7
RonaldiGrassi=" SR 5 5 ko Rl i e 20 I O i R R District 5
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GerraldiD) -V erhee KNGty A S e Ie T ol % A St A 1 District 34
Halsey/DARhi|lipshagt o Seelt iS5, o BTN BRI L District 3
ScottNRTicoer Ae st 7 . 1. ity e T A b L R W District 20
10XoTD) | U A I o R N T District 36
Delmamionesst tu SRR = | = L IR e R A g District 24
RobertSEE@anteial g0 « =8-S Tl oo TR District 13

Richard H. Cooper was commissioned as Deputy Grand Custodian for District No. 30.

After introductions the following Brothers were recognized: Most Worshipful
James L. "Sonny" Eatmon and Scott Krieger received 10 Year Proficiency Pins.
Roger L. Shillington, Lynn Doty and Roy L. Smith received 20 Year Certificates
of Merit. Most Worshipful Frank J. Mattoon received his 25 Year Proficiency
Card. Frank R. Harris received his 40 Year Proficiency Card.

GRAND MASTER’S HUMANITARIAN AWARD

M..W.. Grand Master Rittenburg made the following remarks as he presented
the 1995 Grand Master’s Humanitarian Award recipient:

"We have some stringent criteria that we have established for recognition of
these individuals. First of all, we will not award this to more than two individuals
in any calendar year. The individual that is entitled to receive this award, and
there are many, ... must be a Master Mason and have been such for at least 30
years. He must have been active in at least three of the five following community
activities: he could have held a political office such as mayor, city council
member, county board member, NRD member, school board member, some
other political office, whatever might be available where he resides; he could
have been active in his church, either as an elder, a vestryman, deacon, lay
leader, lay reader, whatever his particular denomination permits; he could
have been denoted as a civic leader because of his involvement on boards of
directors for local hospitals, nursing homes, financial institutions, or founda-
tions; he could have been a volunteer for such charitable organizations as the
Y, United Way, Scouting, or similar organizations. He could have been involved
in such service organizations as Lions, Sertoma, Kiwanis, Rotary, Optimists,
and so forth. But lastly, he must have been active in the Masonic fraternity. In
other words, these are the Masons that make the difference within their commu-
nity. These awards are presented to them in their local community, and the entire
community is invited to be present, particularly those organizations with which
they have been involved. This year it was our pleasure to present this award to
Most Worshipful Brother Harry A. Spencer of Bee Hive Lodge No. 184, Omaha
and North Star Lodge No. 227, Lincoln.

Most Worshipful Brother Harry A. Spencer expressed his appreciation for the
honor bestowed upon him.
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Miss Heather Dishman, Grand Bethel Honored Queen and Miss Michelle
Paxton, Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter brought greetings from the International
Order of Job’s Daughters.

¢
GRAND MASTER’S RECRUITMENT AWARD

This program recognizes the top 25 petition signers in the Jurisdiction of
Nebraska. The R.. W.". Deputy Grand Master read the names, and Most Wor-
shipful Grand Master Rittenburg had the honor of doing the presentations.

Paul A. Zamiska, Bellevue Lodge No. 325

Francis J. Ritter, Papillion Lodge No. 39

James B. Parks, Sr., Covert Lodge No. 11

Jeffrey D. Holmberg, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210
Steven A. Hanneman, Hickman Lodge No. 256

R. Jack Garrison, DeWitt Lodge No. 111

Edward L. Bliss, Hebron Lodge No. 43

John R. Butler, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210
William L. Swiler, Lancaster Lodge No. 54
William Eric Siburg, Jr., Bellevue Lodge No. 325
Wayne E. Vian, Ashlar Lodge No. 33

Shane L. Ham, Lincoln Lodge No. 19

Ray V. Schwarz, Hickman Lodge No. 256 & North Star Lodge No. 227
David L. Williams, Liberty Lodge No. 300

Robert W. Sim, Lancaster Lodge No. 54

Jerry Ritchey, Hickman Lodge No. 256

Jack D. Nichols, Robert W. Furnas Lodge No. 265
Robert E. Watkins, Miloma Lodge No. 328
Lowell D. Closner, Springfield Lodge No. 112
Harry H. Hummel, Scribner Lodge No. 132

Glenn Wagner, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210
Donald E. "Dutch" Buettgenbach, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210
Del D. Hamilton, Hickman Lodge No. 256
Sanford H. Nelson, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210
Jerry L. Sievers, Hickman Lodge No. 256

John A. McCaul, Centennial Lodge No. 326
David Meredith, Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6

First place went to Brother Reginald S. Kuhn, Grand Secretary Pro-Tem and
member of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, who was the first line signer for 13 petitioners,
and second line signer for one petition. Brother Reg was presented with a
recognition badge; also his picture and name will be on a plaque which will hang
in the Grand Lodge Office.
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Miss Tina Kunz, Grand Worthy Advisor was introduced by Grand Master

Rittenburg at which time Tina brought greetings from the International Order
of Rainbow for Girls.

GOLD PAN AWARD

M..W.. Grand Master Rittenburg displayed the Gold Pan Award, which is, in
fact, a pan that was used to pan for gold. It was presented to the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska by the Grand Lodge of Alaska. It is a beautiful trophy presented
each year to that lodge which has shown, in the determination of the selection
committee, the greatest overall improvement, or the most significant contribu-
tion to Masonry in Nebraska. The Grand Master presented the Gold Pan Award
to Frank Welch Lodge No. 75.

¢

Brother William Stroud, State Master Councilor was introduced by Grand
Master Rittenburg at which time Brother Bill brought greetings from Nebraska
Chapter, International Order of DeMolay.

Brother Stroud announced the recipient of the DeMolay Mason of the Year
Award. Henry E. Olsen of Lancaster Lodge No. 54 in Lincoln was unable to
attend, as he now resides in a Nursing Home in Exeter, Nebraska.

¢

At this time Grand Master Rittenburg presented Jeanine Bryceson, Worthy
Grand Matron of the Order of Eastern Star. Worthy Grand Matron Jeanine
brought greetings then presented a check from the Fall-In-Gathering to Arthur
R. Sharp, Executive Director of The Nebraska Masonic Home.

L

Grand Master Rittenburg called everyone’s attention to the list of Emick, Grand
Lodge Youth Committee and Houghton Scholarships printed in the program,
indicating Masonic funds well invested in these young scholars.

ROCK MAUL AWARD

M..W.. Grand Master Rittenburg described the Rock Maul Award as one that
is presented to one lodge each year by the Grand Master. The lodge selected
should represent the best all around lodge in the jurisdiction of Nebraska. The
Rock Maul is a sixteen pound rock maul that has been used in a rock quarry for
its intended purpose. It was inscribed and presented to the Grand Lodge of
Nebraska in the yearof M.". W.-. Byron C. Jenkins (1980), and has been awarded
once a year since then to that lodge determined to have been the recipient by the
selection process. The recipient of the Award is unknown until this an-
nouncement at Grand Lodge each year. The Grand Master presented the Rock
Maul Award to Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6.
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GRAND ORATION
Philip A. Lorenzen, 10 & 327

Most Worshipful Grand Master Rittenburg, Most Worshipful Past Grand Mas-
ters and visiting Grand Masters, other visiting Masonic dignitaries, Ladies,
friends, Brethren:

Most Worshipful Grand Master Rittenburg, Most Worshipful Judge Spencer,
other Past Grand Masters, visiting Grand Masters and other Masonic Dignitar-
ies, Ladies, Brethren, friends. I would like to take a few minutes this morning
to reflect a bit over the past year and to look quickly to the future.

Grand Master Jerry, | have admired your dedication to Masonry for a long while.
I recall the quality of your efforts through your various Grand Lodge Offices
and have considered it a privilege to have served with you as a Grand Lodge
Officer and especially to have been of service to you as Grand Orator this past
year. On behalf of all of your Grand Lodge Officers, and on behalf of all
Nebraska Masons, we thank you for your leadership.

You all have noted in your program that | am to deliver a grand oration to this
Grand Lodge Communication. 1 would like for all of you to pen in two changes
in your program. First let the record show that the grand oration was delivered
this morning by Most Worshipful Judge Spencer. Second, note that what 1 am
about to present to you are "remarks". Judge Spencer, you are an inspiration to
us all. The presentation you have made today to this communication speaks to
all of us as to the true value and meaning of the Masonic Fraternity. You have
served long and well and continued to give generously with your time. For this
Judge Spencer | and all of us salute you. We should all strive to emulate the
manner in which you have served our fraternity. You are indeed to be honored
and to receive the thanks of all of us for all that you have done for Masonry.

As we reflect during this Grand Lodge Communication over the events of the
past year, several accomplishments vividly stand out.

To be sure that they are not brushed over too lightly, 1 do want to call attention
to several major accomplishments this past year that | feel are particularly
noteworthy. Let the record show that you have worked very industriously on
increasing membership; you have pursued an aggressive visitation schedule; you
have laid several cornerstones, among them three cornerstones for the Omaha
Home for Boys, a cornerstone for the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children,
a cornerstone for the Edgerton Building in Aurora and a cornerstone for the
Methodist Church in Silver Creek.

But to me the accomplishment that [ believe will have the longest term and most
positive impact is that of your project of the Masonic All-Star Marching Band.

For years, we have witnessed the good work of the Shriners and the positive
effects of the annual Shrine Bowl Game. But what’s a football game without a
band? Grand Master Jerry, we commend you for taking that challenge and
proceeding in a most successful way to create a learning opportunity for a
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broader spectrum of youth and another way for Masons and local Lodges to be
of service to their community and to their fellow creatures. We applaud you for

your insight and for your leadership in making the All-Star Marching Band a
great success.

I’ve long been an observer, as we all have been, of an ongoing and ever
developing series of concepts and ideas, perhaps best termed philosophical
concepts which we see applied to businesses and applied to other organizations.
You will recall W. Clement Stone of Combined Insurance Co. and his motto
"What the mind of man can conceive and believe, he can achieve".

And, our Masonic brother Dr. Norman Vincent Peale and the Power of Positive
Imaging...a positive mental attitude..a concept others have referred to as PMA.

Noted business author Demming defined the quality process with its mission
statement, identification of goals and the concept that all work is a process. That
organizations could operate with zero defects. If any of you have made a
purchase from Mrs. B’s Nebraska Furniture Mart, you have seen the application
of the quality process.

Some of you may have participated in the process of strategic planning as a
means to encourage looking long term...to look beyond ourselves in the planning
process and in working for success in an organization or a program.

Some organizations are now engaging in the process of visioning.

Joel Barker is a nationally recognized consultant and author who has clearly
identified the visioning process. Some of you might recall last year the Joel
Barker video presentation we viewed at one of the Grand Lodge workshops
entitled "Paradigm Pioneers". We can talk about Paradigms on another occasion.
| personally think we have beat that concept up over time. In any event, Jocl
Barker has also created excellent presentations on visioning.

Visioning in its elementary terms, if | may take some liberty in definition, is
perhaps most simply stated as having a dream or a vision. By focusing on that
vision we may gain the tools, the drive, and the power to reach that drecam —
that vision.

I might stop here to set the record straight, I’'m not being "critical” of the
processes and concepts 1 have just outlined. I believe in all of those concepts
very strongly. [ have touched upon each of the foregoing concepts to examinc
with you what [ see as a common thread between all of those concepts.

As we ook back at some of the cornerstones we had the privilege of laying last
year | think about the vision that each represented.

The cornerstone at the Silver Creck Methodist Church represented the achieve-
ment of that congregation’s vision that it could rise up from the tragedy of a fire
that destroyed the old church building and, by keeping focused on its vision,
reconstruct and rededicate a new building so the congregation could continue
God’s work.

1 hope many of you have or will take the opportunity to visit the Edgerton
Educational Center in Aurora where we sct a cornerstone last summer. Doctor
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Harold Edgerton a noted scholar, scientist and inventor who grew up in Aurora,
and who was a brother Mason, took the tool of the strobe light and through his
vision was able to develop stop action photography and to develop stroboscopic
applications of photography to enable the gathering of military intelligence
helping to bring World War 1 to a more rapid conclusion in Europe.

The comerstones for the Omaha Home for Boys and the cornerstone for our
Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children in Fremont reflect a vision of helping
young men and young women to equip themselves to be constructive and
productive citizens able to identify their own vision or dream for the future.

Grand Master Jerry’s vision of a Masonic All-Star Marching Band resulted in
just under 100 young musicians participating in a several day adventure in
Lincoln, culminating in marching and playing in the Shrine Bowl Parade and in
performing at the Shrine Bowl half-time presentation.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I submit to you that Masons have always been dreamers,
that Masons have generally had a positive mental attitude, that Masons are
visionary and perhaps most importantly we Masons acknowledge and profess a
belief in a power greater than ourselves. We believe in God and recognize the
enabling power God brings to our lives.

As we engage in this 139th Grand Lodge Communication, let us continue to
celebrate the successes and joys resulting from the achievements of the Grand
Lodge and the achievements of each of our subordinate Lodges. Most impor-
tantly, I challenge each of you and each of your Lodges to create a dream, to
create a vision of the future, and to work to be all each of us can be as Masons
and as individuals.

Never let a day pass without applying the lessons we have learned as Masons to
our daily lives and to our relationships with everyone with whom we come in
contact. Inso doing, it is my belief that we lift up for everyone to see the caring,
energetic, visionary people we each ought to intend to be and in so doing
continue to advance Masonic ideals and the health and strength of this great
fraternity.




Grand Lodge of Nebraska Kearney

1996 Proceedings

of the

Grand Lodge
of the
Most Ancient & Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

- One Hundred Thirty-Ninth
Annual Communication

Held in Kearney, Nebraska
February 2nd & 3rd, 1996

First Day — Opening Session
Friday, February 2, 1996

M..W.. Grand Master Jerry L. Rittenburg requested that Michael E. Jones,
W... Grand Marshal proclaim the 139th Annual Communication opened in
ample form.

M. W.. Jerry L. Rittenburg announced the appointment of M... W.". Steven F.
Mattoon as Parliamentarian for this 139th Annual Communication.

The report of the Committee on Business and Rules was made by the R-.W -,
Grand Secretary Pro-Tem Reginald S. Kuhn, who then moved for its adoption.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND RULES
Reginald S. Kuhn, 19
The business of an Annual Communication shail be conducted in accordance

with the provisions of Part | of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Grand Lodge
A .F.. & A:.M.. of Nebraska, as amended. The order of business shall be as
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shown in the printed program for the Communication, or as may be revised by
the Grand Master to expedite the business and procedure of the Grand Lodge.
The Committee further recommends:

1. The Grand Master shall appoint a brother to serve as Parliamentarian of the
Annual Communication. The Parliamentarian need not be a member of the
Jurisprudence Committee. It shall be the duty of the Parliamentarian to advise
and consult the Grand Master regarding procedures.

2. Committee Reports shall be given by the Chairman or designated member
from the East unless otherwise directed by the Grand Master.

3. Amendments which have been brought to the floor for ballot: one of the
signers of an amendment shall state the position of the signers prior to the ballot.

4. Officers speaking on any motion, resolution, committee report or other matter
may speak from the East. Members of the Grand Lodge may then speak from
the main floor at a microphone near the altar or as directed by the officer
presiding. Time permitting, other members of Nebraska lodges may speak to
the issue. Prior to speaking, each brother shall be recognized by the officer
presiding and shall state his name and lodge before addressing the Grand Lodge.

5. No brother shall speak more than twice on any motion, resolution, committee
report or other matter unless special permission is granted by the officer
presiding. Members shall be recognized to speak in the order they rise unless
the officer presiding shall otherwise direct. If more than one brother rises at
approximately the same time, the officer presiding shall direct the order of
speaking.

6. Time limits on speaking shall not be imposed unless the officer presiding
shall announce time limits in order to expedite the business of the Annual

Communication. Upon announcement, the officer presiding shall enforce the
stated limits.

7. When the Grand Lodge is passing upon the decisions and formal recommen-
dations of the Grand Master, the Grand Master shall first announce his position.
The Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee will announce the position of
the Committee. Discussion will then be permitted with the Grand Master
permitted to speak. Members of the Grand Lodge shall then be permitted to
speak to the issue. Time permitting, other members of Nebraska lodges may
speak after which a vote will be taken.

8. When the voting method is not prescribed by the Constitution and Bylaws,
it shall be by the usual sign of a Mason while voting. The Grand Master, or other
officer presiding, may prescribe voting by secret ballot or other method at his
discretion.

9. Questions of procedure not provided for in the Constitution, Bylaws, or these
rules, shall be determined by the Grand Master.

The report was adopted by vote of the delegates assembled.

R..W.. Reginald S. Kuhn moved to approve the printed proceedings of the
138th Annual Communication. The motion was seconded and passed.
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¢

M..W.. Jerry L. Rittenburg then appointed the Deputy Grand Custodians as
Tellers for this session with W .. Eugene C. Sibley as Chairman.

Election of Officers

Most Worshipful Grand Master Rittenburg directed that the delegates cast their
ballots for the election of the offices of Deputy Grand Master/Grand Master-
Elect, Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden and Grand Secretary. All
ballots were then collected by the tellers.

¢

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE APPROPRIATIONS
COMMITTEE

John D. VerMaas, 256, Chairman

Most Worshipful Grand Master and Brethren, on behalf of the Appropriations
Committee | would like to present the Appropriations Report as printed in your
packets starting on page 7. As we have to present a balanced budget this
becomes harder and harder; as the membership drops — so does the revenue. |
1 am hoping that the dues increase passes because the only thing we can do is
cut expenses if it doesn’t. This will mean cutting services to the members and
the lodges. The total income that we are projecting is $404,572.70 with total
expenses requested of $404,111.00.

¢

While awaiting the result of the Election of Officers the following Brothers
brought greetings:

R..W.. Eric J. Neetenbeek, Deputy Grand Master of Minnesota
M .. W.. John W. Reed, Grand Master of Prince Hall of Nebraska
M .. W .. Paul H. Wieck, Grand Master of lowa

M.. W .. Richard M. Luther, Grand Master of South Dakota

¢

Deputy Grand Master V. Kaye Ramsey made a motion that approval be granted
to hold the 140th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge A..F.. &
A M.. of Nebraska at the Holiday Inn of Kearney, Nebraska on February 6, 7
& 8, 1997. Motion was seconded and carried.
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Report of Ballot

The Chairman of Tellers, W.. Eugene C. Sibley, presented the report of the
balloting on Grand Lodge Officers. There were a total of 170 ballots cast with
the following individuals receiving a majority of votes for offices indicated:

Deputy Grand Master &

Grand Master-Elect:.................. R..W.. Kenneth G. Fleming
Grand Senior Warden:. . .................... R..W_.. Don E. Rasmussen
Grand JuniorWarden: . ............ ... .. oL, W .. Dwight E. Smith
il SEErE R od s 88186 0.0 -6 5016 oA & a.me o & R..W.. Reginald S. Kuhn

The Grand Master then elicited acceptance from each of the newly elected
officers and congratulated them individually on their election.

The R...W . . Deputy Grand Master called the session from Labor to Refresh-
ment, to reconvene Saturday, February 3rd at 8:30 a.m.

¢

During the Membership Banquet on Friday evening the Degree Team Compe-
tition Award was presented by Grand Master Rittenburg to Hickman Lodge No.
256 of Lincoln, Nebraska.

¢

State Master Councilor William Stroud presented the Sponsoring Body of the
Year Award to York Lodge No. 56 of York, Nebraska for all that they have done
to support and promote DeMolay in their area.
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of the

Grand Lodge

of the
Most Ancient & Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska

One Hundred Thirty-Ninth
Annual Communication

Held in Kearney, Nebraska
February 2nd & 3rd, 1996

Second Session
Saturday, February 3, 1996

The R..W .. Dcputy Grand Master catled the 139th Annual Communication of
the Most Worshipful, the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska from Refreshment to Labor at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 3,
1996.

V... W... Grand Chaplain Arthur R. Sharp invoked the blessing of Deity.

FINAL REPORT OF THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
John D. VerMaas, 256, Chairman

The final report of the Appropriations Committee was submitted to the voting
delegates of Grand Lodge and adopted by vote of the delegates assembled.

— REVENUE —

LODGE INCOME
2104.000 Dues—Fremont Home $10,232.50
2105.000 Dues—Masonic Home 40,930.00
2106.000 Dues—Gceo Washington Memorial 10,232.50
4100.000 Membership Dues 163,720.00
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4175.000
4200.000
4300.000
4350.000
4600.000

4400.000
4450.725
4460.725
4620.400
4625.400
4630.400

4650.000
4655.000
4660.000

4700.000
| 4750.000
4800.000
4875.000

5xxx.400

S5xxx.425

52xx.000
52xx.100
52xx.150
52xx.200
52xx.250
52xx.300
52xx.350
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Perpetual Membership Mgt. Fee
Initiation Fees

Surety Bond Premium

Liability Ins. Premium
Reinstatement Fees

Sub-total

SALES INCOME

Supplies

Band Clinic Registrations
Band Clinic Supplies
Banquet Tickets

Other Meal Tickets
Ladies Luncheon
Sub-total

PARTICIPATORY INCOME

NE Masonic Home—Admin Services
NE Masonic Home—Newspaper
OES & Fremont Home—Newspaper
Sub-total

INVESTMENT INCOME

Int & Div—FNB Omaha

Int & Div—FirsTier Lincoln
Gain on Sale of Investments
Miscellaneous Income
Sub-total

TOTAL REVENUE

—EXPENSES —
ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

Annual Communication

Sub-total

INSTALLATION
Grand Lodge Installation
Sub-total

TRAVEL & RELATED

Office Staff

Grand Master

Deputy Grand Master
Grand Secretary

Grand Custodian
Deputy Grand Custodian
Other Officers

Sub-total

600.00
4,100.00
3,358.80

2,500.00
245,087.70

14,000.00
22,500.00
2,300.00
8,050.00
6,525.00
1,610.00
54,985.00

10,000.00
12,500.00
12,000.00
34,500.00

68,500.00
0

0
1,500.00
70,000.00

404,572.70

38,450.00
38,450.00

5,000.00
5,000.00

1,400.00
13,100.00
4,200.00
1,950.00
2,600.00
7,450.00
6,700.00
37,400.00




Grand Lodge of Nebraska

5310.250
5320.000
5320.100
5330.000
5340.000
5350.000
5360.000
5370.000
5380.000

5400.000
5410.000
5412.000
5413.000
5414.000
5415.xxx
5420.000
5425.000
5430.000
5435.xxx
5440.xxx
5445.xxx
5450.000
5455.000
5460.000
5465.000
5470.000
5475.000
5480.000
5485.000
5490.000
5500.000
5505.000
5505.250
5510.000
5515.000
5525.000
5555.000

5600.000
5605.000
5610.000
5620.000
5625.000
5635.000
5650.000

xxxx.010
xxxx.450

SALARIES & RELATED

Grand Custodian

Office Staff—Full Time

Grand Master Staff

Office Staff—Temporary

FICA Taxes

Federal Unemployment Taxes
Nebraska Unemployment Taxes
Employer’s Share—401K
Office Staff Training

Sub-total

OCCUPANCY & RELATED

Office Rent

Utilities

Trash Removal

Grounds Maintenance

Building Maintenance

Telephone

Equipment Maintenance
Equipment Rental

Equipment Purchase

Postage

Printing & Copying

Office Supplies

Office Maintenance

Computer Supplies

Computer Repairs & Maintenance
Computer Software Support

Dues & Subscriptions

Publication of NE Masons

Bank Service Charges
Professional Fees

Legal Fees

Supplies for Lodges—Printed
Supplies for Lodges—Other
Supplies for Lodges —GC
Supplies for Lodges— Year Pins
Publication of Secretary’s Desk Book
Grand Lodge Jewels, Aprons & Collars
Retirement—Alice Laliman
Sub-total

INSURANCE & ADMINISTRATIVE

Worker’s Compensation

Grand Lodge Staff Medical

Surety Bond

Directors & Officers Liability

Blanket Liability

Office Contents & Equipment

Other General Administrative Expenses
Sub-total

COMMITTEES

Jurisprudence Committee
Masonic Education
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6,752.00
48,400.00

0
6,500.00
4,717.00

223.00
32.00
3,388.00
250.00
70,262.00

11,000.00
2,500.00
300.00
1,000.00
1.000.00
10,825.00
3,500.00
1,200.00
500.00
8,050.00
3,000.00
3,200.00
2,400.00
1,200.00
2,500.00
1,750.00
750.00
32,500.00
1,000.00
2,375.00
0
8,000.00
3,500.00
700.00
3,000.00
1,500.00
1,750.00
3,360.00
112,360.00

452.00
12,600.00
3,341.00
2,925.00
11,053.00
803.00
1,750.00
32,924.00

50.00
1,000.00
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xxxx.460 Midwest Education Conference 400.00
xxxx.475 Appropriations Committee 40.00
XXXX.525 Committee on Work 200.00
XXxX.550 Relief 500.00
Xxxx.600 Trial Comissions 200.00
XXXX.625 Grievance Committee 0
Xxxx.650 Grand Lodge Offices 200.00
XXXxX.675 Finance Commitiee 50.00
xxxx.700 Public Relations 600.00
Grand Marshal 1,000.00
xxxx.725 Band Clinic 24,800.00
xxxx.730 Insurance Committee 100.00
XXxX.750 Youth 3,000.00
xxxx.800 Membership 1,500.00
xxxx.825 General Session & Social 500.00
xxxx.850 Grand Trustees 100.00
xxxx.900 Awards 400.00
xxxx.910 Freemasonry & Religion 300.00
xxxx.920 All-Masonic Sunday 200.00
xxxx.925 Charters & Dispensations 30.00
xxxx.950 Lodge Advisory 500.00
xXxxx.975 Credentials 0
XXxX.995 Masonic Renewal & Leadership 1,000.00
Sub-total 36,670.00
CONTRIBUTIONS
2104.000 Fremont Homes Dues 10,232.50
2105.000 NE Masonic Home Dues 40,930.00
2106.000 Geo Washington Memorial Dues 10,232.50
5800.000 Masonic Service Assoc Dues 1,300.00
5810.000 NE DeMolay Donation 3,500.00
5811.000 Job’s Daughters 1,000.00
5812.000 Rainbow for Girls 1,000.00
5820.000 MSA Hospital Visitation Fund 2,500.00
5830.000 Other Masonic Promotion 0
5835.000 Masonic Relief Association 350.00
Sub-total 71,045.00
*
TOTAL EXPENSES 404,111.00
Tofal Revenue Less Total Expenses $461.70

* Denotes Appropriation Item. Other items shown for information purposes only.

NECROLOGY
John F. Dale, 126

We come this morning to remember and to celcbrate and to give thanks for those
of our brethren, and for members of their families, whose earthly work is ended
and who have taken their places in that house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.

What we do now is both very contemporary and very ancient. From time
immemorial people have so honored their cherished dead. It was about two
hundred ycars before the time of Christ that a Jewish man of wisdom, probably
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living in or near Jerusalem, composed a book which has come down to us as
The Wisdom of Jesus, the Son or Sirach or, by its Latin name Ecclesiasticus,
The Church Book. In the forty-fourth chapter of that writing we read:

Let us now sing the praises of famous men,

the heroes of our nation’s history,

through whom the Lord established his renown,
and revealed his majesty in each succeeding age.
Some held sway over kingdoms

and made themselves a name by their exploits.
Others were sage counselors,

who spoke out with prophetic power.

Some led the people by their counsels

and by their knowledge of the nation’s law;

out of their fund of wisdom they gave instruction.
Some were endowed with wealth and strength
living peacefully in their homes.

All these won fame in their own generation

and were the pride of their times.

Some there are who have left a name behind them
to be commemorated in story.

There are others who are unremembered;

they are dead, and it is as though they had never existed,
as though they had never been born

or left children to succeed them.

Not so our forefathers; they were men of loyalty,
whose good deeds have never been forgotten.
Their prosperity is handed on to their descendants,
and their inheritance to future generations.
Thanks to them their children are within the covenants —
the whole race of their descendants.

Their line will endure for all time,

and their fame will never be blotted out.

Their bodies are buried in peace,

but their name lives forever.

Nations will recount their wisdom,

and God’s people will sing their praises.

Ecclesiasticus 44:1-15
The New English Bible

How fresh that sounds — like it could have been written yesterday, just tor our
service of remembering this morning. For so it is with us. Some of those whom
we remember and honor today have famous names and notable records in the
annals of our fraternity. Some were distinguished in public life and their names
appear in books of history.
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Others were of more humble record. They were those who faithfully attended
and supported and daily cxemplified the principles of this ancient fraternity.
Some were those whom we seldom saw in the life of the craft, but they too were
our brothers. They too had been received and had gathered around our altars
and had at some time sat in lodge with us.

We pause and remember and honor each of these as we name them in our hearts.

From the pen of one of the great Poets Laureate of Masonry, Brother Rob Morris,
come these lines, entitled:

The Level and the Square

We meet upon the Level and we part upon the Square;

What words of precious meaning these words Masonic are!
Come, let us contemplate them! They are worthy of a thought;
In the very walls of Masonry the sentiment is wrought.

We meet upon the Level, though from every station come,

The rich man from his palace and the poor man from his home;

For the rich must leave his wealth and state outside the Mason’s door,
And the poor man finds his best respect upon the Checkered Floor.

We act upon the Plumb — 'tis the orders of our Guide —

We walk upright in virtue’s way and lean to neither side;
Th’All-Seeing Eye that reads our hearts doth bear us witness true,
That we still try to honor God and give each man his due.

We part upon the Square, for the world must have its due;
We mingle with the multitude, a faithful band and true;
But the influence of our gatherings in memory is green
And we long upon the Level to renew the happy scene.

There's a world where all are equal—we are hurrying towards it fast,
We shall meet upon the Level there, when the gates of Death are passed;
We shall stand before the Orient, and our Master will be there,

To try the blocks we offer with His own unerring Square.

We shall meet upon the Level there, but never thence depart;

There’s a Mansion — 'lis all ready for each trusting, faithful heart —
There’s a Mansion and a Welcome, and a multitude is there

Who have met upon the Level and been tried upon the Square.

Let us meet upon the Level then, while laboring patient here;
Let us meet and let us labor, though the labor be severe;
Already in the western sky the signs bid us prepare

To gather up our Working Tools and part upon the Square.

Hands round, yet faithful Brotherhood, the bright fraternal chain,
We part upon the Square below, to meet in heaven again!

What words of precious meaning these words Masonic are —

We meet upon the Level and we part upon the Square.

Let us pray:
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Eternal God, we praise you for the great company of those who have
finished their course in faith and now rest from their labor. We praise
you for those dear to us whom we name in our hearts before you.
Especially we praise you for those of our Masonic fraternity, and for
members of their families, whom you have graciously received into
your presence. To all of these, grant your peace. Let perpetual light
shine upon them; and help us so to believe where we have not seen,
that your presence may lead us throughout years, and bring us at last
with them into the joy of your home not made with hands but eternal

in the heavens. In the name and spirit of the Eternal God, we pray.
Amen.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL DEAD
John F. Dale, 126, Chairman

"Their bodies are buried in peace,

but their name lives for ever.

Nations will recount their wisdom,

and God’s people will sing their praises.”
The Wisdom of Jesus, son of Sirach 44:14-15

As we come to this Grand Lodge Communication, we recognize and celebrate
the lives of 572 of our brethren who have completed their course of this life and
now rest from their labors. These were those with whom we sat in Jodge in good
times and in times of hardship. We extend fraternal sympathy to their families
and we give thanks for their faithful service to our beloved fraternity.

Among these honored dead this year were two Past Grand Masters: Most
Worshipful Brother Carl R. Greisen, Honorary Grand Master 1966, and Most
Worshipful Brother Hugh W. Eisenhart, 104th Grand Master in 1969. We give
honor to their memory and give thanks for the leadership which they brought to
this Grand Lodge. Bringing us great sorrow was the loss of Lcone Spencer, wife
of Past Grand Master Harry A. Spencer.

The Grand Lodge family was saddened this year by the loss of Worshipful
Brother Nelson W. Rittenburg, 2 Deputy Grand Custodian Emeritus and the
father of our 1995-96 Grand Master Most Worshipful Brother Jerry L. Ritten-
burg. We also lost Sebert "Smoky" Stover, Deputy Grand Custodian Emeritus
and Ralph Gerry, Past Grand Secretary.

"There’s a world where all are equal —
we are hurrying towards it fast,
We shall meet upon the Level there,
when the gates of Death are passed;
We shall stand before the Orient,
and our Master will be there,
To try the blocks we offer
with His own unerring Square.
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We shall meet upon the Level there,
but never thence depart;
There's a Mansion —'tis all ready
for each trusting, faithful heart —
There’s a Mansion and a Welcome,
and a multitude is there
Who have met upon the Level
and been tried upon the Square.”

Selected from "The Level and the Square" by Brother Rob Morris
Respectfully submitted,
Rev. John F. Dale
Virgil L. Tubach
Rev. Dr. Richard P. Don

W ..B.. John Dale moved for the adoption of the Necrology along with the
Report of the Committee on Fraternal Dead. The motion was seconded and
carried favorably.

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
Norris Rusmisell, 46, Chairman

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Grand
Lodge Officers, Past Grand Masters and Brethren.

One more year almost complete and it is again my privilege to bring you the
Credentials Committee report for this 139th Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge A..F.. & A.-.M.". of Nebraska.

We are pleased to report that all Grand Lodge Officers are present as well as
thirteen Past Grand Masters, sixteen Deputy Grand Custodians and repre-
sentation from the following orders: York Rite, Scottish Rite, Grand Council of
Cryptic Masons of Nebraska, Imperial Shrine, Sesostris, Tangier and Tehama
Temples, National Sojourners, DeMolay, Eastern Star, Rainbow for Girls, Job’s
Daughters, Daughters of the Nile, and White Shrine of Jerusalem. Also present
are representatives from lowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, Wisconsin, Ohio and
Prince Hall of Nebraska.

At the time of this report there are no Masters or Wardens registered from the
following forty-two Lodges: No’s 9, 17, 35, 36, 37, 40, 57, 60, 62, 73, 87, 91,
95, 102, 103, 104, 121, 124, 125, 128, 132, 136, 154, 165, 177, 209, 211, 221,
233, 236, 241, 267, 271, 284, 285, 291, 293, 298, 305, 308, 311 and 320. Of
the above named Lodges, nine have now been absent for two years; 17, 87, 124,
165, 236, 241, 285, 293 and 305. The following two lodges have now been
absent for three years, 177 and 291. Lodge No. 233 has now been absent for
four years.

It has been a pleasure for me to serve Most Worshipful Grand Master Jerry
Rittenburg on the Credentials Committee and | will personally take this oppor-

21




Grand Lodge of Nebraska Kearney

tunity to thank the other members who have served and given of their time, they
are: Delmar Jones from Kearney, Doyle Berg from Omaha, Frank Dougherty
from Lincoln, Roger Anderson of Kearney, Wesley Suggs from Papillion and
Bill Hurst from Lincoln.

Finally from the entire Committee, our sincere appreciation to Chris, Carol and
Lorie for the excellent cooperation and pre-meeting preparation of forms and
records.

Well done GOOD AND FAITHFUL LADIES.

Respectfully submitted,
Norris L. Rusmisell, Chairman

Norris Rusmisell moved for the adoption of the report of the Credentials
Committee. The motion was seconded and carried favorably.

*
ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER

"My brethren, all of the delegates were furnished 45 days before the opening of
Grand Lodge, back in late December, a copy of the Grand Master’s Recommen-
dations, and as you registered you were given the final printed copy of my
address. [ would like to highlight just a few things, and go from there. Hearing
no objection to that, we will proceed in that regard."

The printed address of the Grand Master is as follows:

GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS

TO THE MOST WORSHIPFUL, THE GRAND LODGE, ANCIENT FREE
AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF NEBRASKA

My Brethren:

In accordance with Article X, Section 2(b), | am submitting to this 139th Annual
Communication my written address, including official acts, and general condi-
tions of Masonry, as well as recommendations for such legislation as I decm
necessary or expedient for the welfare of the Fraternity. Inasmuch as this
address must be published and delivered to the Jurisprudence Committee 45
days before the opening of Grand Lodge, | am preparing this address, to the best
of my ability, in early December, with every hope and desire that it will mect
with your approval and that of the Craft.

I wish to express to each and every member of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska
my gratitude and appreciation for the honor and privilege of serving as your
Grand Master this past year. It has truly been a highlight of my life. It is an
experience | wish [ could share with each of you.

Some time ago, | ran across a quotation that | really liked and | have tricd to
keep it in mind during this year and conduct mysclf by its mcaning. It is by

2%




February 1996 139th Annual Communication Proceedings

George Herbert, an English writer who lived in the sixteenth century and is taken
from his work entitled "Jacula Prudentum." The quotation is "A Master must
serve." My Brethren, I have tried my very best to serve you.

I feel that much has been accomplished this year, and that if there is any credit
due, it must go to the membership of this great fraternity. The cooperation among
the lodges, the appendant bodies, the Grand Lodge Officers and the office staff
have made possible every positive event during the course of my tenure in office.

We wish to welcome the distinguished guests visiting from other Grand Juris-
dictions.

NECROLOGY

Again this year, as every year, we are saddened by the loss of a great number of
our Brethren, called by the Great Architect of the Universe to that House not
made by Hands, Eternal in the Heavens. This year 572 brethren have departed
from this life, to be known no more among men. Their memories and contribu-
tions to our Fraternity can never be forgotten.

The Committee on Fraternal Dead will be offering a tribute to those who have
gone before us, but I will mention here the loss of our 104th Grand Master, Most
Worshipful Hugh W. Eisenhart. We also lost Honorary Past Grand Master Carl
R. Greisen, who was also the Gold Jordan Medal holder at the time of his death.

Deputy Grand Custodian Emeritus Sebert A. (Smoky) Stover, for many years a
very hard-working Deputy Grand Custodian, will be missed at the Omaha area
schools of instruction. He certainly has heard the words from "Him who sitteth
as the Judge Supreme, well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord."

Deputy Grand Custodian Emeritus Nelson W. Rittenburg departed this life on
October 13, 1995. He served 19 years as a Deputy Grand Custodian, as Grand
Tyler in 1984/1985, and as my Installing Chaplain. He was Past Master of East
Lincoln Lodge No. 210 and Past Patron of Lincoln Chapter No. 148, Order of
the Eastern Star. He served his beloved craft in many capacities and for many
years. At the time of his death he was Chaplain of East Lincoln Lodge No. 210
and Associate Patron of Lincoln Chapter No. 148, Order of the Eastern Star. He
was my teacher in the Masonic ritual, my mentor in life, my role model and my
father. He will be missed by all who knew him. His death was untimely and
his Brethren mourn. While never one to brag or express such feelings, he was
very proud that you had secn fit to elevate me to this high office.

CORNERSTONES

This year the Grand Lodge Officers have been privileged to hold several
Cornerstone Ceremonies around the State. At each Ceremony the attendance
was outstanding. The work and attention to detail our Grand Marshal, Mike
Jones, and of cach of the lodges involved, deserve the credit for the smooth flow
of each ceremony. This is one of the few ceremonies of Masonry open to the
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public and a golden opportunity to make a favorable impression on those
non-Masons in attendance.

On April 2, 1995, we were pleased to lay the cornerstone in the Methodist
Church in Silver Creek, Nebraska. It was a beautiful spring day, a good crowd
was present and the ceremony went very well. The Grand Orator, Phil Lorenzen,
had some trouble making himself heard because of coal trains that frequently
pass near the Church. g

On April 15, 1995, there were two Cornerstone Ceremonies in Aurora. The
ceremony in the morning laid a cornerstone for a new Temple for Aurora Lodge
No. 68. The Temple is a very functional and beautiful addition to that commu-
nity and a facility that should serve the members of Aurora Lodge No. 68 for
many years in the future.

In the afternoon, we laid a cornerstone in the Edgerton Building. This building,
named after Dr. Edgerton, a native of Aurora, will be a wonderful addition to
the community as a science and educational center. This ceremony was video
taped and the tape can be used by other lodges desiring information on Corner-
stone Ceremonies.

On April 23, 1995, we laid a cornerstone for a new facility at the Omaha Home
for Boys. The members of Shiloh Lodge No. 327 as well as the Board of
Trustees and staff of the Home must be commended for the work that went into
making the day such asuccess. There was a large crowd in attendance, including
the Mayor of Omaha, who took part in the Ceremony. The new building will
not only be used by the Home, but will be available to others in the community.
Truly the Home should be proud of the work they are doing.

On August 27, 1995, the Grand Lodge Officers laid a cornerstone at the
Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children in Fremont. The ceremony was in
conjunction with the Annual 4H Achievement Day program. The weather was
extremely hot, but in spite of the heat, there was a big crowd. This new facility
will allow the children to work with their show animals during inclement
weather and under show-ring conditions. With the addition of this building, we
will expect to see even more ribbons won by these hard-working young folks in
the future.

October 15, 1995, saw a double Cornerstone Ceremony at the Omaha Home for
Boys Cooper Farm facility. Two buildings are connected by an arch, each with
its own cornerstone. This new facility allows the Omaha Home for Boys to enter
into a new venture and provide even more services to those they serve. The
Home Board and Staff deserve the appreciation of us all for the fine work they
do in serving their community and, especially, the boys.

CONSOLIDATIONS

1. On September 6, 1995, 1 approved the consolidation of Upright Lodge No.
137 of Burchard into Pawnee Lodge No. 23 of Pawnee City.
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2. On December 6, 1995, I approved the consolidation of Golden Rod Lodge
No. 306 of Lodgepole into Golden Fleece Lodge No. 205 of Chappell.

3. On December 29, 1995, I approved the consolidation of Bassett Lodge No.
254 into Silver Cord Lodge No. 224 of Ainsworth.

BYLAWS APPROVED

On March 10, 1995,  approved an amendment to the bylaws of Plainview Lodge
No. 204 allowing their regular communication to be held the second Tuesday
of the month, rather than the first Tuesday, in the event of a lega! holiday or
inclement weather.

On March 14, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Melrose Lodge
No. 60 changing their regular communication from the first Tuesday to the first
Wednesday.

On March 24, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Barneston Lodge
No. 165 to raise their degree fees and their annual dues.

On May 5, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Florence Lodge
No. 281 allowing their regular communication to be held the second Monday
of the month rather than the first Monday, in the event of a legal holiday or
inclement weather.

On May 18, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Justice Lodge No.
180 to change their regular communication from the second and fourth Mondays
to the second Monday only.

OnJuly 24,1995,  approved an amendment to the bylaws of Platte Valley Lodge
No. 32 to increase their annual dues.

On September 6, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Zion Lodge
No. 234 to change the time of their regular communication.

On September 10, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Plattsmouth
Lodge No. 6 to change the time of their regular communication.

On September 12, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of James A.
Tulleys Lodge No. 267 to increase their annual dues.

On October 10, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Porter Lodge
No. 106 allowing their regular communication to be held the third Tuesday of
the month rather than the second Tuesday, in the event of a legal holiday or
inclement weather.

On October 23, 1995, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Ornan Lodge
No. 261 to change their regular communication from the first and third Mondays
of each montbh to the first and third Tuesdays of each month.

On October 23, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Scotts Bluff
Lodge No. 201 to increase their annual dues.

On October 27, 1995, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Humboldt
Lodge No. 40 to increase their annual dues.
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On November 11, 1995, [ approved an amendment to the bylaws of Lancaster
Lodge No. 54 to increase their degree fees and their annual dues.

On November 15, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Hiram Lodge
No. 52 to change their regular meeting from the second Thursday of each month
to the third Wednesday with the provision that in cases of a fegal holiday or
inclement weather the meeting would be held on the fourth Wednesday.

On November 28, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Aurora
Lodge No. 68 allowing the Worshipful Master at his discretion to move the
meeting time or suspend the meeting, not to exceed three in each calendar year.

On December 2, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Mt. Moriah
Lodge No. 57 to change the time of their regular communication.

On December 17, 1995, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 changing the name of their building from Freemasons Hall to
Tekamah Masonic Temple.

On December 17, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Hay Springs
Lodge No. 177 increasing the amount paid their secretary.

On December 17, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to bring their bylaws into conformity with Grand Lodge Bylaws
regarding the process of the members appeal of the Master’s decisions.

On December 17, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to increase the amount of charitable relief for any worthy
applicant.

On December 17, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to delete the amount paid their treasurer.

On December 17, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to change the manner of disbursement of lodge funds.

On December 17, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to clarify the secretary’s duties and increase the amount paid the
secretary.

On December 17, 1995, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to clarify the duties of the senior deacon.

On December 17, 1995, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to delete Section 12 of Article 11l regarding stewards.

On December 17, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to delete all reference to compensation for the tyler.

On December 17, 1995, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tckamah
Lodge No. 31 to raise their degree fees.

On December 17, 1995, | approved an amendment to they bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to delete Section 2 of Article V regarding candidates.

On December 17, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tckamah
Lodge No. 31 to delete Section 3 of Article V regarding candidates.
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On December 17, 1995, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to increase their annual dues.

On December 18, 1995, | disapproved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 pending claficiation of setting up a new committee.

On December 22, 1995, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Perkins
Lodge No. 308 to change their regular communicaiton from the fourth Monday
to the third Monday.

On December 29, 1995, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Hickman
Lodge 256 allowing their regular communicaiton to be held the third Thursday
of the month rather than the first Thursday in the event of the regular commu-
nicaiton of the Grand Lodge or inclement weather.

On January 3, 1996, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Canopy Lodge
No. 209 to change their regular communication from the second Monday to the
second Wednesday.

On January 8, 1996, l approved an amendment to the bylaws of Craftsmen Lodge
No. 314 to increase their annual dues.

On January 8, 1996, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Craftsmen Lodge
No. 314 adding to the duties of the Master the authority to appoint a Chairman
of the Investigating Committee.

On January 8, 1996, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Craftsmen Lodge
No. 314 changing the makeup of the Investigating Committee.

On January 8, 1996, I disapproved two amendments to the bylaws of Craftsmen
Lodge No. 314 because they were in conflict with Grand Lodge Bylaws.

On January 9, 1996, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Sutherland
Lodge No. 299 to change the time of their regular communication.

On January 17, 1996, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Humboldt
Lodge No. 40 to change the time of their regular communication.

On January 17, 1996, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Humboldt
Lodge No. 40 to raise their degree fees.

On January 23, 1996, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Omadi Lodge
No. 5 to bring their bylaws into conformity with Grand Lodge Bylaws regarding
deliquent dues.

On January 24, 1996, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Lotus Lodge
No. 289 to increase their annual dues.
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REINSTATEMENTS

I approved on the dates shown, the reinstatement to membership, in lodges
shown, of the following individuals based upon satisfactory approval by the

respective lodges of petitions therefor:

February 17, 1995
March 10, 1995
April 9, 1995

April 21, 1995

May 12, 1995

June 7, 1995

June 13, 1995

June 20, 1995

June 30, 1995

July 17,1995

July 17, 1995

July 24, 1995
August 22, 1995
August 22, 1995
September 15, 1995
September 24, 1995
October 3, 1995
October 10, 1995
October 23, 1995
October 27, 1995
Oclober 31, 1995
October 31, 1995
November 21, 1995
December 12, 1995
December 12, 1995
December 22, 1995
January 17, 1996

Robert W. Johnson
Douglas F. Jones
Floyd J. Flader
Richard G. Miller
John C. Delavan
Emil R. Kasner, Jr.
Lavern L. Needham
Billy G. Fox
Kenneth L. Dahl
Warren D. Joy
Eldean B. Stewart
J. Daniel Schirmer
Todd A. Beam
Robert Barie
Gailyn K. Taylor
Thomas E. Jones
Robert C. Bailey
Calvin E. Hubbell
John W. O’Brien
Raymond E. Williams
George W. Otto
Edward E. Spencer
Gordon Patterson
Donald M. Lafler
Craig Glinsman
Henry E. Kumpost
Don E. Westwood

WAIVERS OF JURISDICTION

1 granted, on the dates shown, absolute waiver of Nebraska jurisdiction over the
individuals listed in favor of named lodges opcrating under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lodge of lowa, A F.. & A M..:

Highland No. 194
North Star No. 227
East Lincoln No. 210
Lincoln No. 19
Solomon No. 10

Bee Hive No. 184
Wahoo No. 59
Wisner No. 114
Wayne No. 120
Cedar River No. 89
Utica No. 96
Oshkosh No. 286
Lincoln No. 19
Lincoln No. 19
Florence No. 281
Nebraska No. 1

Bee Hive No. 184
Liberty No. 300

Rob Morris No. 46
Liberty No. 300
John J. Mercer No. 290
John J. Mercer No. 290
Cairo No. 324

Frank Welch No. 75
Solomon No. 10
Blue Valley No. 64
Utica Lodge No. 96

April 25, 1995 - Elmer James Denker to North Riverside Lodge No. 662
July 21, 1995 - Robert Charles Long to Morningside Lodge No. 165
August 14, 1995 - Robert Sean Heckert to Red Oak Lodge No. 162
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I granted, on the dates shown, absolute waiver of Nebraska jurisdiction over the
individuals listed in favor of named lodges operating under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lodge of South Dakota A~ F.. & A M..:

October 13, 1995 - Frederick G. Blumenstock to Pioneer Lodge No. 219
October 13, 1995 - Jerry L. Mercer to Pioneer Lodge No. 219

DEPUTY GRAND CUSTODIANS

At the recommendation of our Grand Custodian, Gus Scolaro, 1 commissioned
W..B.. Robert Carter, a Past Master of Craftsmen Lodge No. 314 and a dual
member of East Lincoln Lodge No. 210, as Deputy Grand Custodian for District
No. 13 on June 6th, 1995. 1 know W .. B.". Bob will work hard to serve his lodges
and will be a credit to the fine corps of Deputies.

On September 22, 1995, | was pleased to be allowed to attend and address the
annual meeting and school of instruction, held by the Grand Custodian in Grand
Island. Having lived with a Deputy Grand Custodian for some time (my father),
and having served for a short time as a Deputy Grand Custodian, | can tell you
that these are the hardest-working Masons in the State. 1 am continually
impressed at their willingness to do whatever they can to adapt their schedule
to conform to the desires of the lodges they serve. They are out in all kinds of
weather, even when road conditions are extremely bad, to serve you. At least
one deputy covers an area that is one hundred miles long, so you know he puts
in long hours to get to and from his lodges. These brethren rarely receive the
credit they deserve for the work they do serving the lodges in this Grand
Jurisdiction. The next time a Deputy Grand Custodian visits your lodge, take a
minute to let him know that you appreciate his efforts.

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

During the year it was my pleasure to recommend, to the Grand Master of those
Jurisdictions listed, the following individuals for appointment as Grand Repre-
sentative of those jurisdictions near Nebraska:

Steven A. Green Alberta

Kenneth C. Jackson, Jr. New Brunswick
Kevin L. Rittenburg Germany

Charles M. Godwin Philippines

Steven F. Mattoon Colorado

Reginald S. Kuhn Argentina

Del D. Hamilton Mexico, Nuevo Leon
Eugene H. Kirchhoff Finland

Paul C. Bulling, Jr. Rhode Island
Sanford H. Nelson South Carolina
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Jay H. Speck Brazil, Bahia
Robert L. Carter, Jr. Brazil, Amazonas-Gloman
Ted McNeese North Dakota

Also during this year it has been my pleasure, at the request of other Grand
Masters, to commission the following individuals to be Grand Representatives
of Nebraska near their Grand Jurisdiction:

Thomas P. Zinkevich New Jersey

Lee S. Donahue Quebec

Carlos Marban York Grand Lodge of Mexico
CENTENNIALS

There were seven lodges Chartered in 1895, but only three have survived to
celebrate their centennial this year. Each of these three lodges went to great
lengths to have a good program and celebration to commemorate the occasion.

On June 10, 1995, North Star Lodge No.227 held a dinner at the Shrine Building
in Lincoln to celebrate their centennial and to present a 70 year pin to
M..W..B.. Harry A. Spencer. As Grand Master, | was pleased to present the
Centennial Certificate to the Lodge and to have a part in the presentation of the
70 year pin. The following day, the officers and members held an open house
at the Jodge building to display memorabilia and welcome members and visitors.

On June 17,1995, Comet Lodge No. 229, in Ceresco, celebrated their centennial
with a dinner and also presented several 50 year pins. This dinner was very well
attended. I presented the Centennial Certificate to the Master of the Lodge and
took part in the pin presentations. Our Grand Orator, W..B.". Phil Lorenzen,
was the principal speaker for the program and, as usual, did a fine job.

On September 9, 1995, Bartley Lodge No. 228 celebrated their centennial with
a program and lunch. The program was well attended. In going through the old
minute books which the Lodge Secretary had put out for display, I discovered
that my great grandfather had belonged to that Lodge and had been an officer
of the Lodge during the early 1900’s.

These three lodges are very active and, even after one hundred years, show no
signs of aging. The members should be proud of their heritage; and while
learning from their past, continue to look to the future of their lodges and the
communities they serve. It was a pleasure to be a part of their Centennial
programs and to get to know the brethren who are the active members of these
lodges.
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GRAND MASTER’S ACTIVITIES
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January 1995
2 Installed Officers of North Star Lodge No. 227-Lincoln
8 Attended Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES-Lincoln
4 Attended Appropriations Committee Meeting-Lincoln
4 Practice for Installation of East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
5 Attended Business Meeting, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
5 Grand Lodge Office
7 Installed Officers of Comet Lodge No. 229-Ceresco
8 Installed Officers of East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
9 Grand Lodge Office
10 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth
11 Attended Hiram Club Dinner-Lincoln
12 Attended Installations of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, Lancaster
Lodge No. 54, and Liberty Lodge No. 300-Lincoln
14 Attended Capitol Lodge No. 3 Installation and presented Gus Scolaro
with Mason of the Year Award-Omaha
14 Installed Officers of Hickman Lodge No. 256-Lincoln
15 Installed Officers of Bennett Lodge No. 94-Lincoln
1S Practice for Installation of Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES-Lincoln
16 Grand Lodge Office
17 Installed Officers of Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES-Lincoln
20 Met with Kearney Holiday Inn staff & Steve Mattoon
20 Installed Officers of College View Lodge No. 320-Lincoln
2] Attended Installation of Sesostris Shrine-Lincoln
25 Line Officer meeting-Grand Lodge Office
25 Attended Dinner with the Sesostris Ritualistic Divan-Lincoln
26 Lunch at AASR Temple-Lincoln
26 Attended East Lincotn Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
28 Attended Installation Columbia Chapter No. 275 OES-Lincoln
28 Attended Sweetheart Ball-DeMolay-Lincoln
30 Attended Proficient Past Masters-Lincoln
February 1995
1 Drive to Grand Lodge-Kearney
2 Grand Lodge of Nebraska Annual Communication-Kearney
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3 Grand Lodge of Nebraska Annual Communication-Kearney
4  Grand Lodge of Nebraska Annual Communication-Kearney
S Installation of Grand Lodge Officers-Lincoln
6 Grand Lodge Office
7 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meetitng-Plattsmouth
9 Grand Lodge Office
9  Attended Business meeting, East Lincoin Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
12 Eiche Chapter DeMolay Installation-Lincoln
13 Installation Rainbow Assembly No. 6-Lincoln
16 Guest Night speaker for Humboldt Lodge No. 40-Humboldt
17 Grand Lodge Office
18 Grand Masters Conference-Fargo, ND
19 Grand Masters Conference-Fargo, ND
20  Grand Masters Conference-Fargo, ND
21 Grand Masters Conference-Fargo, ND
22 Grand Masters Conference-Fargo, ND
23 Grand Lodge Office
24 Presented 60 year pin to Bill Placek-Wahoo
25 Attended Masonic Unity Meeting-Grand Island
26 Presented 50 year pin to Dean Walker-Brownsville
28 Grand Lodge Office
March 1995
2 Presented two 50 year pins at Stella Lodge No. 105-Stella
4 Attended Dodge County Masonic Mceting-Fremont
7 Kansas Awards Presentation-Hiawatha KS
8 Received as Grand Master at Central School-Lincoln
9 Received as Grand Master at Central School-Omaha
14 Ncbraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth
14 Attended Central School-Lincoln
15 Presented 40 year Proficiency Card at Central School-Omaha
16 Attended Grand Lodge of Kansas-Salina, KS
117 Attended Grand Lodge of Kansas-Salina, KS
18 Attended Grand Lodge of Kansas-Salina, KS
18 Attended Potentate’s Ball-Tangier
20 Attended Central School-Lincoln
21 Attended Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES-Lincoln
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22 Attended Ritualistic Divan Dinner-Lincoln
28 Presented Picture to East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
25 Attended Prince Hall Fish Fry-Lincoln
26 DeMolay Installation-Hastings
of Personnel Committee Meeting Masonic Home Board-Plattsmouth
27 Attended Central School-Omaha
30 Attended Central School-Lincoln
April 1995
2 Methodist Church Cornerstone-Silver Creek
4 Attended Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES-Lincoln
6 Grand York Rite-Columbus
7 Grand York Rite-Columbus
8 DeMolay Roundup-Kearney
9 DeMolay Roundup-Kearney
10 Individual Proficiency Exam at Lancaster Lodge No. 54-Lincoln
11 Guest Night speaker at Bennett Lodge No. 94-Lincoln
12 Attended Hiram Club Ladies Night Dinner-Lincoln
13 Craftsmen Lodge No. 314 Lodge proficiency-Lincoln
14 Attended Lancaster Lodge No. 54 Ladies night-Lincoln
15 Cornerstone Ceremony at Aurora Lodge No. 68-Aurora
1S Cornerstone Ceremony at Edgerton Building-Aurora
18 Meeting with Holiday Inn staff-Kearney
21 Attended Ken Jackson Past Masters Dinner-Lincoln
22 Attended Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES Dinner-Lincoln
23 Cornerstone Ceremony at Omaha Home for Boys -Omaha
25 Met with Jerry Sharp-Agenda for planning meeting-Lincoln
26 All City Masonic Guest Night speaker-Lincoln
29 Attended Sesostris Potentate’s Ball-Lincoln
30 Held planning meeting-Kearney Holiday Inn
May 1995
2 Met with Chuck Godwin & Chris Rudder regarding Band Camp
2 Attended Initiation Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES-Lincoln
4 Presented Joe Ballard Non-Mason of the Year Award for Hickman
Lodge No. 256-Lincoln
6 Attended Potentate’s Ball-Tehama
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7 Attended Ritualistic Divan Pancake Feed-Lincoln
Y Attended AASR Reunion Banquet-Omaha
9 Attended Grand Chapter OES, Public Opening-Lincoln
10 Attended Hiram Club Dinner-Lincoln
11 Grand Chapter OES Installation-Lincoln
12 Set-up and practice for Shrine Ceremonial-Lincoln
13 Served as Potentate for Sesostris Ceremonial-Lincoln
13 Attended St. John’s Research Lodge-Geneva
16 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth
20 Gave 3rd Section of MM lecture and presented five 50 year pins
at Crescent Lodge No. 143-Primrose
2| Attended AASR Foundation Meeting-Lincoln
22 Attended Proficient Past Masters Dinner-Lincoln
24 Omaha AASR Spring Outing-Omaha
31 Installation Rainbow Assembly No. 6-Lincoln
June 1995
1 Attended Business meeting East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
4 Attended reception for Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy
Grand Patron-OES in Columbus
5 Met with Thone, Metcalf and Spencer regarding Masonic
Foundation Building-Lincoln
6 Commissioned Robert Carter as Deputy Grand Custodian-Lincoln
6 Presented 50 year Proficiency Plaque to Joe Brown, Lancaster
Lodge No. 54-Lincoln
7 Nebraska Masonic Foundation meeting-Grand Lodge Office
10 Attended Rainbow Grand Assembly-Crete
10 Presented Centennial Certificate and M .. W... Harry A. Spencer
with his 70 year pin at North Star Lodge No. 227-Lincoln
14 Attended Lincoln Chapter DeMolay Installation-Lincoln
15 Attended Past Masters Dinner and presented 50 year pin at
Victory Lodge No. 310-Valley
17 Presented Centennial Certificate at Comet Lodge No. 229-Ceresco
19 Met with Shrine Bowl Committee regarding All-Star Band
23 Presented 50 & 60 year pins & Jordan Medal at Wayne
Lodge No. 120-Wayne
25 Masonic Home Assoc. Meeting-Plattsmouth
26 Masonic Home Assoc. Mecting-Omaha
26 Masonic Home Assoc. Meeting-Fremont
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27 Masonic Home Assoc. Dinner-Omaha

28 Presented Jordan Medal to Lawrence Johnson on behalf of
Robert W. Furnas Lodge No. 265-Lincoln

July 1995
1 Presented Jordan Medal at Golden Rule Lodge No. 236-Allen
Imperial Shrine-Indianapolis, IN
Imperial Shrine-Indianapolis, IN
Imperial Shrine-Indianapolis, IN

Imperial Shrine-Indianapolis, IN

Presented Gold Jordan Medal at Osceola Lodge No. 65-Osceola
Grand Lodge Officers retreat-South Sioux City

14 Grand Lodge Officers retreat-South Sioux City

15 Grand Lodge Officers retreat-South Sioux City

18 Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children Board Meeting-Fremont

2
3
4
S Imperial Shrine-Indianapolis, IN
6
9
g

18 Attended Pawnee Lodge No. 23 meeting to consider
consolidation-Pawnee City

21 Attended DeMolay Conclave at UNL-Lincoln
22 Attended DeMolay Conclave at UNL-Lincoln
23 Attended DeMolay Conclave at UNL-Lincoln
29 Attended Caring Club Dinner-Plattsmouth

August 1995
2 Masonic All-Star Band Camp-Lincoln
Masonic All-Star Band Camp-Lincoln
Masonic All-Star Band Camp-Lincoln
Shrine Bowl Pre-Game Dinner at Sesostris Temple-Lincoln
Masonic All-Star Band Camp-Lincoln
Shrine Bowl Parade and Game-Lincoln
Attended Naphis Temple Daughters of the Nile Dinncr-Lincoln
Attended All Masonic Youth Dance-Lincoln
/. Attended Daughters of the Nile dinner-Omaha
12 Attended Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES Dinner-Lincoln
17 Held Critique of Band Camp-Grand Lodge Office
18 Attended Midwest Conference of Grand Masters-Milwaukee, W1
19 Attended Midwest Conference of Grand Masters-Milwaukee, W1

“i L »v W B W
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20 Attended Midwest Conference of Grand Masters-Milwaukee, WI
21 Meeting with Sesostris Potentate & Masters of Lincoln Lodges
23 Pig Roast-AASR-Omaha

26 Red Cross of Constantine-Kearney

27 Cornerstone Ceremony at Masonic-Eastern Star Home for
Children-Fremont

29  Appointed Reg Kuhn of Lincoln Lodge No. 19 as Grand
Secretary Pro-Tem

September 1995

6 Presented Mason Awards at Wahoo Lodge No. 59-Wahoo
Central States Shrine Association-Omaha
Presented Centennial Certificate at Bartley Lodge No. 228-Bartley

Confer Master Mason Degree on Bill Stroud-DeMolay
State Master Councilor at Frank Welch Lodge No. 75-Sidney

10 Returned from Sidney

12 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth

12 Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6-Rehearse for Degree-Plattsmouth

14 Received at East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln

15 Grand Lodge Office

16 Presented 50 year pin at North Bend Lodge No. 119-North Bend
17 Social and Planning Committce Meeting-Kearney

18 Presented year pins at Melrose Lodge No. 60-Orleans

19 Attended Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES-Lincoin

20 Presented 50 year pin at Bellevue Lodge No. 325-Bellevue

21 Presented Rusty Nail Degree at Liberty Lodge No. 300-Lincoln
22 Attended Custodians school-Grand Island

22 Grand Lodge Officers Meeting-Grand Island

24 Attended Weeping Watcr Rainbow Installation

26 Presented MSA Certificate at Craftsmen Lodge No. 314-Lincoln
27 Attended Ritualistic Divan Dinner-Lincoln

30 Conferred Master Mason Degree at Plattsmouth Lodge
No. 6-Plattsmouth

30  Past Masters Dinner at East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln

O O~

October 1995

1 Ritualistic Divan Pancake Brunch-Lincoln
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2 Attended Past Masters night at Plattsmouth Lodge
No. 6- Plattsmouth
3 Attended Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES-Lincoln
S Attended Grand Lodge of Illinois-Springfield, IL
6  Attended Grand Lodge of lllinois-Springfield, IL
f/ Attended Grand Lodge of lllinois-Springfield, IL
10 Grand Lodge Office
14 Presented Humanitarian Award to Judge Harry Spencer-Lincoln
15 Double Cornerstone Ceremony at the Omaha Home for Boys-Omaha
22 DeMolay Grand Master’s Class-Hastings
24 Attended Business Meeting at Blue Valley Lodge No. 64 -Wilber
25 Meeting regarding Knight Masons
30 Attended Proficient Past Masters Dinner-Lincoln
31 Judged chili cooking contest at Craftsmen Lodge No. 314-Lincoln
November 1995
1 Meeting regarding One-Day class degrees-Lincoln
% Meeting regarding One-Day class degrees-Lincoln
2 Attended Business meeting at East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
6 Guest Night speaker at Albion Lodge No. 78-Albion
7 Attended Lincoln Chapter No. 148 OES-Lincoln
9 Committee on One-Day class-Lincoln
11 Class Night Dinner at East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
14 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth
15 Met at AASR regarding One-Day class-Lincoln
16 Met regarding One-Day class-Lincoln
17 Attended Office Committee meeting-Grand Lodge Office
17 Pre-One-Day registration at SAC building-Lincoln
18 One-Day Class-AASR-Dinner at Pershing-Lincoln
21 Sojourners meeting at Legion Club-Lincoln
30 Attended Open Discussion meeting at Liberty Lodge No. 300-Lincoin
December 1995
1 Attended KCCH Ceremony-Scottish Rite-Lincoln
1 Attended Business Meeting at Lancaster Lodge No. 54-Lincoln
2 Attended Comet Lodge No. 229 Annual Dinner-Ceresco
15 Attended Installation of Commandary No. 1-Omaha
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29 Attended Proficient Past Masters Dinner-Lincoln

January 1996

1 Granted Dispensation to Fellowship Daylight Lodge-Lincoln

Met with Gus Scolaro to sign and seal certificates-Lincoln
Attended Business Meeting at East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
Committee meeting, Nebraska Masonic Home-Plattsmouth
Installed Officers of East Lincoln Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth

Installed Officers of Fellowship Lodge U.".D ...

Attended Joint-Installation of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, Lancaster
Lodge No. 54 and Liberty Lodge No. 300-Lincoln

12 Attended Installation at Comet Lodge No. 229-Ceresco

13 Attended Installation at Shiloh Lodge No. 327-Omaha

14 Installed Officers of Mid-West Lodge No. 317-Hastings
15 Attended Installation of North Star Lodge No. 227-Lincoin

16 Attended Installation of George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268 and
presented Bronze Jordan Medal and 70 Year Pin-Omaha

17 Attended Masonic Home Board Committee -Plattsmouth
17 Attended Alpha Chapter OES Installation-Bellevue

20 Installed Officers of Nebraska Lodge No. 1-Lincoln

21 Attended Sesostris Breakfast-Lincoln

23 Attended Myrtle Chapter OES Installation-Lincoln

28 Received DeMolay Legion of Honor-Lincoln

31 Traveled to Grand Lodge-Kearney

—_— = O N W AW

—_—

PERMISSIONS & DECISIONS

On February 14, 1995, I gave permission to Scotts Bluff Lodge No. 201,
Scottsbluff to participate in the Oregon Trail Parade during Oregon Trail Days
in July.

On February 28, 1995, | gave permission to Aurora Lodge No. 68, Aurora to

temporarily move their charter to Friendship Lodge No. 239 in Chapman on
March 7, 1995 since the new building would not be completed.

On March 3, 1995, | gave permission to Aurora Lodge No. 68, Aurora to incur
indebtedness, not to exceed $30,000 for construction of their new lodge build-
ing.

On March 16, 1995, | gave permission to Rob Morris Lodge No. 46, Kearncy
to temporarily move their charter on March 31, 1995 to the Ramada Inn for the
purpose of conducting a Table Lodge.
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On March 16, 1995, 1 gave permission to Nebraska Lodge No. 1, Omabha to
temporarily move their charter on May 20, 1995 to an appropriate site for the
purpose of conducting an outdoor degree.

On March 16, 1995, I gave permission to George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268,
Omaha to temporarily move their charter on April 4, 1995 to the Omaha Club
for the purpose of conducting a Table Lodge.

On March 31, 1995, | gave permission to Lancaster Lodge No. 54, Lincoln to
temporarily move their charter on July 22 and 23, 1995 to Brooks Hill Country
Estate in Missouri for the purpose of participating in a Multi-State Degree
Festival.

On April 13, 1995, | received a letter regarding a member of Covert Lodge No.
11 who had been suspended for non-payment of dues in 1982 and passed away
in 1983. The family of the member was requesting permission to pay the dues
and have his record restored. On April 20, 1995 | issued my decision that
according to Section 3-906 of the Grand Lodge Bylaws the record could not be
changed, vacated or annulled.

On May 18, 1995, 1 wrote to M.". W ... Wayne G. Luenenborg, Chairman of the
Lodge Advisory Committee concerning the following decision: During the
1995 Grand Lodge Annual Communication, the Report of the Charters and
Dispensations Committee recommended that the Charter of Gilead Lodge No.
233 in Butte should be lifted. No representatives of Gilead No. 233 had attended
the last two Annual Communications. The report of the committee was ap-
proved by Grand Lodge. After studying the Grand Lodge Bylaws, I ruled that
the wrong committee made the recommendation. For many years the wrong
committce has been meeting with the lodges that have missed two successive
communications. The particular bylaw of interest is "Section 1-327 Lodge
Advisory Committee. It shall be the duty of the committee to advise and work
with any subordinate lodge which seems to be losing ground or experiencing
difficulty in maintaining an active and progressive program. It shall also be the
duty of this committee to process all applications to surrender a charter and no
charter may be surrendered except upon the recommendation of this committee.”
Therefore, in my letter of May 18, 1995, I asked the Lodge Advisory Committee
to meet with the members of Gilead Lodge and provide some guidance to the
lodge, hopetully to allow them to keep their charter, and after meeting with them
to submit a recommendation. [ also asked the committee to be prepared to meet
at Grand Lodge in 1996 and meet with the lodges experiencing difficulties and
who have not attended for two successive years.

On May 30, 1995, | gave permission to Atkinson Lodge No. 164, Atkinson to
temporarily move their charter on May 31, 1995 to Bassett for the purpose of
holding a special meeting.

On June 1, 1995, | gave permission to Atkinson Lodge No. 164, Atkinson to
temporarily move their charter on June 1, 1995 to Garfield Lodge No. 95 for the
purpose of holding a special meeting.

39




Grand Lodge of Nebraska Kearney

On June 12, 1995, 1 gave permission to Platte Valley Lodge No. 32, North Platte

to display their Masonic Family float in the Nebraskaland Parade on June 17,
1995.

On July 26, 1995, | denied permission to Atkinson Lodge No. 164, Atkinson to
temporarily move their charter to Garfield Lodge No. 95 for the purpose of
holding a special meeting. Permission was denied because Atkinson Lodge is
dark during August.

On August 21, 1995, | gave permission to Ashlar Lodge No. 33 to solicit any or
all Nebraska Lodges for the purpose of providing provisions for the Robert W.
Boon Memorial Food Truck.

On September 7, 1995, | gave permission to the Masters and Wardens Club of
Greater Omaha to do a mailing, with labels furnished by the Grand Lodge Office,
to all lodges in Nebraska for the purpose of raising funds to provide gifts for the
residents of the Nebraska Masonic Home and the Masonic-Eastern Star Home
for Children.

On September 27, 1995, 1 gave permission to Sanford H. Nelson, Potentate of
Sesostris Temple to obtain a set of mailing labels for specific zip codes from the
Grand Lodge Office to contact lodges in that area to encourage active involve-
ment in Masonic activities and to strengthen membership in that area.

On October 10, 1995, I gave permission to East Lincoln Lodge No. 210, Lincoln
to temporarily move their charter on February 2 and 3, 1996 to the Holiday Inn
of Kearney for the purpose of opening a Lodge of Master Masons for the 139th
Annual Communication.

DISPENSATIONS

On February 6, 1995, | granted dispensation to Beatrice Lodge No. 26, Beatrice
to install their Chaplain out of time.

On February 6, 1995, 1 granted dispensation to Jachin Lodge No. 146, Holdrege
to install their Secretary, Treasurer, Senior Deacon, Senior Steward, Junior
Steward and Tyler out of time.

On February 9, 1995, I granted dispensation to Falls City Lodge No. 9, Falls
City to waive the proficiency requirement of the Fellow Craft Degree and
immediately confer the Master Mason Degree on a candidate on the night of
February 9, 1995 provided that the proficiency examination for the Fellow Craft
Degree be completed within 60 days.

On February 9, 1995, 1 granted dispensation to John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290,
Omabha to install their Treasurer and Chaplain out of time.

On February 9, 1995, | granted dispensation to Wymore Lodge No. 104,
Wymore to install their Senior Deacon out of time.

On February 14, 1995, I granted dispensation to Cotner Lodge No. 297, Lincoln
to install their Secretary out of time.

On February 14, 1995, I granted dispensation to Liberty Lodge No. 300, Lincoln
to install their Junior Warden, Senior Deacon and Junior Steward out of time.
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On February 14, 1995, I granted dispensation to Minnekadusa Lodge No. 192,
Valentine to install their Senior Deacon and Junior Steward out of time.

On February 28, 1995, | granted dispensation to Omaha Lodge No. 288, Omaha
to install their Secretary and Chaplain out of time.

On March 10, 1995, I granted dispensation to Union Lodge No. 287, Palmyra
to install their officers out of time.

On June 16, 1995, 1 refused a Petition for Dispensation for the formation of a
special purpose lodge to perform the following duties. (1) To perform funeral
services for sojourning Masons, when called upon to do so. (2) To assist Lodges
in the time honored funeral ritual, when called upon to do so. (3) To assist in
ritual and perform degrees for other Lodges, when called upon to do so.

On September 3, 1995, | granted dispensation to Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6,
Plattsmouth to conduct multiple candidate degrees on a trial basis subject to the
following limitations and prohibitions.

(1) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the
Entered Apprentice, one multiple candidate degree in the Fellow Craft
Degree and one multiple candidate degree in the Master Mason Degree.

(2) No multiple candidate degree may involve more than (5) five
candidates.

(3) Withregard to the Entered Apprentice Degree, each candidate must
give the three raps and be received individually.

(4) There will be no multiple candidates in the Second Section of the
Master Mason Degree.

(5) Your officers or ritual team must discuss the manner in which you
will conduct each degree with W .-.B.". Gene Sibley or myself prior to
each degree.

(6) Each multiple candidate degree must be witnessed by a member
of the Committee on Nebraska Work and a Grand Lodge Officer.

On September 19, 1995, I granted dispensation to Hickman Lodge No. 256,
Lincoln to temporarily move their Charter to the Scottish Rite Temple in Lincoln
on November 18, 1995.

On September 19, 1995, 1 granted dispensation to Hickman Lodge No. 256,
Lincoln to confer the three degrees of Symbolic Masonry, one time, using an
exemplary candidate, and multiple candidates witnessing the ceremony from the
sidelines within the limitations following:

(1) Candidates must have been elected to receive the degrees in a
Nebraska Lodge.

(2) The Lodge doing the work must have a request from the candidate’s
lodge requesting courtesy work.

{3) There must be at least one member present from the candidate’s
lodge to witness the degrees.
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(4) Any who have previously received the Entered Apprentice degree
may receive the Fellow Craft and the Master Mason degrees. Any
who have received the Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft degrees
may receive the Master Mason degree.

(5) AIll work must conform to the requirements as attached and be
witnessed by one member of the Committee on Nebraska Work and
one Deputy Grand Custodian.

(6) There will be a proficiency examination before advancing to the
next degree.

(7) Aprons and other usual lodge amenities will be distributed at the
new members home lodge.

(8) Dues cards must be distributed to the candidates as soon as possible
following their receiving of the degrees.

(9) Since this will be an all day event, a suitable lunch will be served.

(10) A list of candidates must be in the hands of the host lodge at least
3 days prior to the receiving of the degrees.

(11) A count of those attending, including candidates should be in the
hands of the host lodge 3 days prior to the conferring of the degrees.

(12) Each lodge is responsible for collecting their own dues and fees.
The host lodge will not collect money for any other lodge.

Under no circumstance should this dispensation be interpreted to
eliminate or lessen the requirement for candidate proficiency before
proceeding to the next degree.

On September 30, 1995, | granted dispensation to East Lincoln Lodge No. 210
to conduct multiple candidate degrees on a trial basis subject to the following
limitations and prohibitions:

(1) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the
Entered Apprentice, one multiple candidate degree in the Fellow Craft
Degree and one multiple candidate degree in the Master Mason Degree.

(2) No multiple candidate degree may involve more than (5) five
candidates.

(3) Withregardto the Entered Apprentice Degree, each candidate must
give the three raps and be received individually and asked the required
question when conducted to the center of the Lodge and caused to
kneel.

(4) There will be no multiple candidates in the second scction of the
Master Mason Degree.

(5) Your officers and Deputy Grand Custodian must discuss the
manner in which you will conduct each Degree with a represcntative
of the Committee on Nebraska Work, prior to thc Degree.
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(6) Each Degree must be witnessed and observed by a member of the
Committee on Nebraska Work and a Grand Lodge Officer.

October 13, 1995, I granted dispensation to Washington Lodge No. 21, Blair to
read and ballot on the Application for Reinstatement for Brother Joseph E.
Parker due to extenuating and unfortunate circumstances pertaining to Brother
Parkers payment of dues.

On November 17, 1995, 1 granted dispensation to Palisade Lodge No. 216 to
elect officers out of time.

On November 19, 1995, I granted dispensation to Alfiance Lodge No. 183 to
conduct multiple candidate degrees with the following limitations:

(1) Dispensation is granted for one multiple Candidate Degree in the
Fellow Craft Degree and the First Section of the Master Mason Degree.

(2) No muitiple Candidate Degree may involve more than (5) five
candidates.

(3) Each candidate must take an active part in the Degree the same as
if there were only one Candidate.

(4) There will be no multiple Candidates in the Second Section of the
Master Mason Degree.

On November 21, 1995, 1 granted dispensation to Atkinson Lodge No. 164 to
elect officers out of time.

On November 21, 1995, I granted dispensation to Culbertson Lodge No. 174 to
elect their Junior Warden out of time.

On December 6, 1995, 1 granted dispensation to Aurora Lodge No. 68 to install
their officers out of time on December 27, 1995.

On December 6, 1995, | granted dispensation to Corinthian Lodge No. 83 to
elect officers out of time.

On December 6, 1995, [ granted dispensation to Liberty Lodge No. 300 to elect
and install a Junior Warden for 1995 out of time.

On December 15, 1995, 1 granted dispensation to Cement Lodge No. 211 to
elect their officers out of time at their regular communication in December.

On December 18, 1995, | granted dispensation to Wausa Lodge No. 251 to
conduct multiple candidate degrees with the following limitations:

(1) Dispensation is granted for one multiple Candidate Degree in the
Entered Apprentice Degree, one in the Fellow Craft Degree and one in
the First Section of the Master Masons Degree.

(2) No multiple candidate degree may involve more than five (5)
candidates.

(3) Each candidate must take an active part in the Degree the same as
if there were only one candidate.
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(4) There will be no multiple candidate in the Second Section of the
Master Mason Degree.

On December 19, 1995, 1 granted dispensation to Euclid Lodge No. 97 to elect
their Master at their regular communication in January.

On December 27,1995, I granted dispensation to Ornan Lodge NO. 261 to install
their officers out of time.

On January 1, 1996, | granted dispensation to twenty-one Master Masons to
operate a lodge of Master Masons in Lincoln, Nebraska which will hold regular
communication during daylight hours to be called Fellowship Daylight Lodge
(U):% ] Disiie

On January 25, 1996, | granted dispensation to Frank Welch Lodge No. 75 to
install their officers out of time.

On February 1, 1996, I withdrew the dispensation granted on January 1 giving
twenty-one Master Masons permission to operate a lodge of Master Masons in
Lincoln, Nebraska, to hold regular communication during daylight hours.

TRIAL COMMISSIONS

On April 17, 1995, pursuant to the authority delineated in Section 1-301 of the
Bylaws I appointed a Trial Commission to conduct a Masonic Trial in a matter
involving Blue Valley Lodge No. 64 and a member of that lodge. Awaiting
judgment of the Commission.

On December 27, 1995, pursuant to the authority delineated in Section 1-301 of
the Bylaws | appointed a Trial Commission to conduct a Masonic Trial in a
matter involving Jachin Lodge No. 146 and a member of that lodge. Awaiting
judgment of the Commission.

On December 27, 1995, pursuant to the authority delineated in Section 1-301 of
the bylaws | appointed a Trial Commission to conduct a Masonic Trial in a
matter involving Lancaster Lodge No. 54 and a member of that lodge. Awaiting
judgment of the Commission.

GRAND MASTER’'S CONFERENCE

This year, the Conference of Grand Masters of North America convened on
February 19th in Fargo, North Dakota. This annual meeting continues to be the
premierc conference on Masonry in North America.

Your Grand Master was plcased and honored to have been asked to present a
paper on long-range planning. The Grand Lodge of Nebraska is known and
respected as being a leader in Masonry and the eyes of many other Grand
Jurisdictions continue to be on us. 1 also served on the "Time and Place
Committee" for the Confercnce.

Since each jurisdiction is sovereign unto itself, nothing can be passed at the
Conference of Grand Masters of North America that is binding on the membcer
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jurisdictions. The conference is attended by virtually every Grand Jurisdiction
in North America plus several other countries and the exchange of ideas that
takes place is extremely important. We should continue to support this confer-
ence by our attendance and participation.

MID-WEST CONFERENCE OF GRAND MASTERS

On August 19th and 20th, the Mid-West Conference of Grand Masters met in
Wisconsin. This is a real, working conference involving only a few jurisdictions
near Nebraska. Attending this conference with me were our Deputy Grand
Master, V. Kaye Ramsey, and the Grand Senior Warden, Kenneth Fleming.

At this conference, | had been asked to present a paper on the "Recognition of
Prince Hall Masonry." Again, we are seen as a leader in the Masonic Commu-
nity, and other Grand Jurisdictions are watching us and following our lead.
Several other Grand Jurisdictions have now granted recognition to one or more
Grand Jurisdictions of Prince Hall Masonry.

Other papers presented were on "Grand Lodge Finance," presented by the Grand
Master of lowa, and "One Day Classes," presented by the Grand Master of
Kansas.

Nebraska will be responsible for the program for this conference in 1998 and
will host the conference the following year.

THE CONDITION OF THE CRAFT

1. Membership

Our membership continues to decline despite the efforts of many individuals
and lodges that have worked very hard sponsoring guest nights, open houscs
and similar programs. Of particular concern to me is the number of individuals
suspended for non-payment of dues. This year letters were written to every
member suspended at the end of 1994. 1 received responses from a large
percentage of those individuals. Some had fallen on hard times and could not,
in good conscience, deprive their families by using the money to pay their lodge
dues. In these cases, | wonder what happened to our vows of assisting our
Brethren. Most of us are proud and it would be embarrassing to have to ask for
assistance. In several instances, brethren in nursing homes, maybe even not
capable of knowing that dues were delinquent, were suspended without any
inquiry as to their well-being. Even members who had died during the course
of the year were suspended because no one contacted them to see why they didn’t
pay their dues. Many of the letters and phone calls [ received indicated that no
ducs notice had been sent, no letters written, not even a phone call to inquire
about the well-being of the brother. This is, as | see it, a major problem. When
the lodge ignores the member, we should not be surprised that the member
chooscs to ignore the lodge and fails to pay his dues.
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2. Directorate Leadership

Your Grand Lodge Officers continue to believe in and practice Directorate
Leadership, whereby the Grand Master voluntarily relinquishes his power and
authority for the good of the Fraternity. Appointments or programs of more than
one year duration or decisions that will impact the budget require the entire
Grand Lodge Line endorsement. We would encourage the line officers of the
subordinate lodges to adopt a similar program. This does not require that bad
ideas be continued but assures that good programs will not be dropped.

3. Imperial Shrine

This year I attended the Imperial Shrine session in Indianapolis, as a guest of
the three Shrine Temples in Nebraska. | wish to express my gratitude to them
for the courtesies extended to my wife and me. [ was very impressed with the
interest in and support of Symbolic Masonry. Their membership program called
"Slam dunk" provides rewards to those signing petitions. The reward forsigning
a petition for the Symbolic Lodge is three times as great as for signing a petition
for the Shrine. This can only be viewed as support for the entire fraternity. The
divisive element that was evident in the Shrine a few years ago is apparently
gone and cooperation among all the members of the Masonic family can be
expected for the next several years. The current Imperial Potentate is also the
Senior Warden of his lodge.

4. Area Meetings

Again this year, during the fall, your Grand Lodge Line Officers held area
meetings throughout the State. There were two purposes for these meetings.
First, to allow every lodge officer a chance to meet and get to know at least one
Grand Lodge Officer. Second, to encourage all delegates to Grand Lodge to
discuss and question every item of legislation that will come before Grand Lodge
this year. | wish to thank my officers for taking their time to attend these
meetings and also thanks to those lodges that acted as hosts for their area.

5. Band Camp

This year, with the approval of the Grand Lodge Line Officers, we tried
something new. The idea to hold a band camp at the same time and in
conjunction with the Shrine Bowl Football Classic was borrowed from the
Grand Lodge of Kansas. My thanks to the Grand Lodge of Kansas for their
cooperation and assistance in getting us started on this worthwhile project. We
also thank the Shrine Bowl Committee for their cooperation and encouragement.
It was our desire to have as many lodges or other members of the Masonic family
as possible sponsor one or more students from their local high school band.
Since this was a marching band we asked that each student have the endorsement
of his or her band director to assure getting the best possible marching students.
The band members were housed in dormitories on the campus at the University
of Nebraska. There were two students to a room with the boys on two floors and
the girls on two separate floors. There were two chaperons on each floor. The
instructors were graduate assistants with the Cornhusker Marching Band. The
instructors had the music program laid out ahead of time and each student had
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his or her music in time to practice before coming to camp. The practices were
on the field at Memorial Stadium on the University of Nebraska campus. By
the date of the beginning of the camp we had ninety-nine band members
enrolled, each with a Masonic sponsor. One student had an emergency arise and
had to cancel at the last minute. The students were registered and room
assignments made on Wednesday, August 2nd. That evening, the first practice
was held and the only word to describe the atmosphere was "intense.” By the
end of the evening, the instructors had every student assigned to his or her place
and the students were familiar with the music. Practices were held Thursday
morning, afternoon and evening. On Friday, practice was again held in the
morning but part of the afternoon practice was canceled because of the hard
work of the band members. That evening the band had dinner at the Shrine
Mosque with the members of both football teams and then played a concert for
the benefit of the football players and coaches. Saturday morning, the band
members had to eat breakfast, check out of their dormitory rooms and be ready
to march and play in the Shrine Bowl Parade. The first "Masonic All-Star
Marching Band" was the lead unit in the parade. It was an honor to lead the
parade and the band did an outstanding job. They were great. Following the
parade, the members of the Tehama Temple Shrine Band provided lunch for the
student band members under the north end of the stadium. The "Masonic
All-Star Marching Band" marched onto the Memorial Stadium Field during the
Shrine Bowl half-time and they were great. They sounded just as good as the
Cornhusker Marching Band. They looked good in their white shorts and blue
shirts with a square and compass on the front. After the half-time performance,
the band members were free to go back home. Each band member was given a
photograph and a press release and requested to deliver it to his or her hometown
newspaper. At the last count, | had sixty clippings from all over the State, with
a positive message about Masonry. We have also received many very positive
letters from the band members or their parents regarding the instruction they
received and the good time they had. This was a very successful venture and one
1 hope is continued in the future.

6. Grand Secretary

Late this summer Right Worshipful Virgil L. Tubach found it necessary to resign
his position as Grand Secretary of this Grand Lodge. Virgil served as Grand
Sccretary for three years giving not only of his time but of himself to this
particular office for which we shall be eternally grateful.

On August 29, 1995, | appointed Worshipful Brother Reginald S. Kuhn to serve
as Grand Secretary Pro-Tem. Reg is a member of Solar Lodge No. 134 and
Lincoln Lodge No. 19, where he has served as Lodge Secretary for several years.
Reg’s wealth of knowledge and experience has been an asset to this Grand Lodge
during his tenure as Grand Secretary Pro-Tem.

7. One-Day Class

On August 21, 1995, | met with the Potentate of Sesostris Temple, Ancient
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, representatives of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite, Lincoln Valley, Worshipful Masters of Lincoln area
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Lodges and others to discuss the possibility of conducting a "One-Day Class";
the One-Day to include the three degrees of Symbolic Masonry, the Scottish
Rite and the Shrine. We all agreed that it was a good idea but that because of
the short time before the end of the year, it would be difficult to get enough
petitions and plan a successful initiation. The joint decision was made to go
ahcad with the One-Day plan. [t was successful beyond our wildest expecta-
tions. Even though the ritual had to be abbreviated somewhat, those in atten-
dance agreed that the ritual was well done. Because of the number of candidates,
the flawless ritual, the size of the crowd and the impressiveness of the Scottish
Rite Temple, the initiates received a very favorable impression of Masonry.
Each candidate was told, during the initiation, and by letter from the Grand
Master, that it would be necessary for him to go to his lodge to sign the bylaws
and to receive his apron or other amenities each lodge might normally provide.

This One-Day class has convinced me that we need to examine, very carcfully,
our process for joining the fraternity. The one-day class may not be the best
course to follow for the future, but the old way is not working. We nced to
devisc a way to shorten the joining process, from the time a petition is signed,
to the conferring of the Master Mason Degree.

8. Humanitarian Award

On October 14, 1995, it was my great pleasure to present the Grand Master’s
Humanitarian Award to Most Worshipful Brother Harry A. Spencer. This
award was started by Most Worshipful Brother Tom Tye during his tenure as
Grand Master and is a fine program. It allows the Grand Master to recognize
those outstanding Masons who have made significant contributions to Masonry,
as well as to their community. This award may not be given to more than two
recipients per year. Most Worshipful Brother Spencer is extremely well quali-
fied to receive this award. His service to his lodge, church, scrvice club, Boy
Scouts, as well as serving scveral clected offices make him uniqucly qualificd.
At the current time he is still serving on the State Retirement Board; as President
of the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska Masonic Home; and chairs the Grand
Lodge Jurisprudence Committec. This is an important award and one | hope
will be continued for many years to come. There are many of our brethren across
the state who descrve the thanks and recognition this award attempts to deliver.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In accordance with the provision of Article X, Section 2(b) of the Constitution,
I make the following Recommendations, which in my opinion and the opinion
of the Grand Lodge Officers, are deemed necessary and expedicnt for the future
welfare of the Fraternity in this jurisdiction.

Recommendation No. | — Grand Secretary

I reccommend Scction 1-201 and Scction 1-321, Paragraph (c) of the Grand
Lodge Bylaws be amendced to refleet the narrowing of duties where the Grand
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Secretary is no longer spending full time at the Grand Lodge Office. The said
sections will then read:

"Section 1-201 - GRAND SECRETARY - The Grand Secretary shall
have charge of the seal of the Grand Lodge; shall personally attend and
record the transactions of the Grand Lodge when in Annual Commu-
nication; shall sign all orders, certificates, documents and diplomas
requiring the seal of the Grand Lodge, to include the affixing of the
seal thereon. The Grand Secretary shall be ex-officio a member of the
Committee on Fraternal Relations and the Committee on Grand Lodge
Offices. The Grand Secretary shall report to each Annual Communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge such statistical data concerning the status of
the membership of this Grand Lodge as may, in his opinion, be
appropriate, or as may be directed by the Grand Master.

The Grand Secretary shall devote such time as his duties may require
for the efficient and prompt completion of such duties or other pro-
grams of the Grand Lodge to include the promotion of Masonry."

"Section 1-321 - GRAND LODGE OFFICES - The Committee shall
have the responsibility for prescribing the business methods to be
followed within the Grand Lodge Office, to include: (1) the approval
of and adherence to those Office Policies and Job Descriptions created
from time to time governing all employees of the Grand Lodge; (2) the
keeping of all membership records; (3) the accounting and reporting
of Grand Lodge income to include the receipt and deposit of all monies
in approved accounts; (4) the preparation, final approval and payment
of all expenditures on orders regularly issued and signed by the Grand
Master or his designated representative; (5) the maintenance of appro-
priate levels of supplies for normal activities within the Grand Lodge
Office, for the use of Grand Lodge Officers and by Committees of the
Grand Lodge, as well as those maintained available for use by subor-
dinate lodges; (6) the collection, review and compilation of monthly
statistics and activities from subordinate lodge secretaries as required
under Section 2-310 of these Bylaws; (7) communications with the
various subordinate lodges of this jurisdiction, all appendant and/or
allied bodies operating therein, and with such other jurisdictions as may
from time to time be necessary to insure that a harmonious relationship
exists between such bodies and this Grand Lodge; (8) notitying each
subordinate lodge of any indebtedness due the Grand Lodge before the
first day of December of each year and the closing of all accounts of
subordinate lodges on the thirty-first day of December of each year;
and (9) such other matters appropriate to the efficient administrative
controls of the Grand Lodge not otherwise fixed by the Constitution,
Bylaws or other actions of the Grand Lodge."
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Recommendation No. 2 — Certificate Required

I recommend that Section 2-1302 of the Grand Lodge Bylaws be amended
replacing the term certificate of transfer with Certificate of Good Standing. The
said section would then read:

"Section 2-1302 - CERTIFICATE REQUIRED - A subordinate lodge
cannot consider a petition for affiliation unless accompanied by a
Certificate of Good Standing, as hereinafter provided, or demit or its
equivalent, provided that when the petitioner has lost his demit or
Certificate of Good Standing which has been issued him from a lodge
which has become extinct, he may make application to the Grand
Secretary and upon proper showing receive from him a duplicate demit
which certificate shall accompany the petition for affiliation. A peti-
tioner who presents with his petition a Certificate of Good Standing
from a subordinate lodge of this jurisdiction or one authorized by law
of another Grand Jurisdiction shall not become a member of the lodge
petitioned until he is elected and his demit or its equivalent has been
obtained by said lodge.

Recommendation No. 3 — Enumerated

[ recommend that Section 3-102, Paragraph (g) of the Grand Lodge Bylaws be
amended to add High Twelve International, Inc. The said section would then
read:

"Section 3-102 - ENUMERATED - Masonic offenses shall consist of,
but not be limited to:

(g) Making application to, or joining any lodge, society, or institution
that shall provide as a condition precedent that one shall be a Master
Mason in good standing, or shall have taken the degrees of Entered
Apprentice Mason, Fellow Craft Mason, and Master Mason, provided
that this inhibition shall not apply to York or Scottish Rite bodies, the
Order of Eastern Star, the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine, Red Cross of Constantine, National Federated Craft, Allied
Masonic Degrees, the National Sojourners, the Past Grand Masters
Association, the Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem, the York Rite
Sovereign College of North America, High Twelve International, Inc.
or to organizations which do not require the taking of any obligation
and which do not have any secret ritual or ceremony.

Recommendation No. 4 — Qualifications of Candidates

] recommend that Scction 2-902 of the Grand Lodge Bylaws be amended by
deleting paragraph 5 which addresses physical defects. The said section would
then read:

"Section 2-902 - QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES - Each
candidate for the degrees in Masonry must:
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1. Be a man, free born.
2. Be nineteen or more years of age at the time of signing his petition.

3. Believe in the existence of a Supreme Being, and no other religious
test shall be required or allowed.

4. Be able to read and write English.

Conclusion

It is difficult for me to realize that a year has gone by since | was installed as
your Grand Master. It has been a busy year but there is still work that needs to
be completed. | know that, with Grand Master-Elect V. Kaye Ramsey as your
Grand Master, the work will continue and that 1 am leaving this Grand Jurisdic-
tion in very capable hands. The fine corps of officers that will be continuing
will be just as supportive of Kaye as they have been of me and we can expect
good things to happen in the future.

There are several people 1 wish to thank for the support and encouragement
given to me during the last several years and, especially, this past year. First, to
my wife, Mary Alice, who accompanied me on as many lodge visits as possible.
| usually forgot to introduce her and she was always very understanding. |
always had clean clothes to wear and dinner on the table when I came home
from work. A very big thank you for all you have done to make this such a
memorable experience.

To the Grand Lodge officers for the support you have shown to me personally
and for all of the work you do for this Grand Jurisdiction. Together, we have
made a difference this year.

To our Grand Lodge Office Manager Chris Rudder, Administrative Secretary
Carol Schroeder and Office Assistant Lorie Lindenmuth, for their hard work;
especially, during the Band Camp. You went far above and beyond the call of
duty and your job descriptions.

To the members of my lodge, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210, for their support and
for my top hat. For all of the work during my installation and the opening and
closing of this Annual Communication, Thank You.

Toall of the Grand Masters under whom 1 have been privileged to serve. Starting
with M. W.. Robert Metcalf, who appointed me as Grand Custodian Pro-Tem.
M..W.. Charles Amidon, who appointed me as Grand Custodian. M. W ..
Wayne Luenenborg, M... W... Paul Eveland and M .. W .. Tom Tye, who each
re-appointed me to continue in this position. M..W.:. John McHenry, who
started me in the Grand Lodge line and each of those Grand Masters since.
M. W.. James DeMoss, M..W.". James Eatmon, M .. W ... Donald Pohlman
and M .. W .. Steve Mattoon. It has been an honor to know and to serve with
these very distinguished Masonic leaders.
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Most of all, 1 wish to thank the members of this Grand Jurisdiction for the trust
and confidence you have shown in me by allowing me to serve as your Grand

Master. It has been a wonderful experience and one that I will never forget.
Thank You.

Fraternally,

Jerry L. Ritttenburg
Grand Master

Upon the motion of the Grand Master, the printed address of the Grand Master,
consolidated with the supplemental address of the Grand Master, in its entirety,
was referred to the appropriate committees for their consideration and action,
and published in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge.

GRAND MASTER’S RECOMMENDATIONS

R..W.. Deputy Grand Master V. Kaye Ramsey presided over the discussion
of the Grand Master’s Recommendations.

M..W.. Thomas W. Tye reported that the Jurisprudence Committee stated that
the committee did review all recommendations being made by the Grand Master
and found that Recommendations 1 - 4 are all in proper form and can be balloted
upon at this Annual Communication.

Recommendation No. 1 — Grand Secretary

"Section 1-201 - GRAND SECRETARY - The Grand Secretary shall
have charge of the seal of the Grand Lodge; shall personally attend and
record the transactions of the Grand Lodge when in Annual Commu-
nication; shall sign all orders, certificates, documents and diplomas
requiring the seal of the Grand Lodge, to include the affixing of the
seal thereon. The Grand Secretary shall be ex-officio a member of the
Committee on Fraternal Relations and the Committec on Grand Lodge
Offices. The Grand Secretary shall report to each Annual Communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge such statistical data concerning the status of
the membership of this Grand Lodge as may, in his opinion, be
appropriate, or as may be directed by the Grand Master.

The Grand Secretary shall devote such time as his duties may require
for the efficient and prompt completion of such duties or other pro-
grams of the Grand Lodge to include the promotion of Masonry."
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“Section 1-321 - GRAND LODGE OFFICES - The Committee shall
have the responsibility for prescribing the business methods to be
followed within the Grand Lodge Office, to include: (1) the approval
of and adherence to those Office Policies and Job Descriptions created
from time to time governing all employees of the Grand Lodge; (2) the
keeping of all membership records; (3) the accounting and reporting
of Grand Lodge income to include the receipt and deposit of all monies
in approved accounts; (4) the preparation, final approval and payment
of all expenditures on orders regularly issued and signed by the Grand
Master or his designated representative; (5) the maintenance of appro-
priate levels of supplies for normal activities within the Grand Lodge
Office, for the use of Grand Lodge Officers and by Committees of the
Grand Lodge, as well as those maintained available for use by subor-
dinate lodges; (6) the collection, review and compilation of monthly
statistics and activities from subordinate lodge secretaries as required
under Section 2-310 of these Bylaws; (7) communications with the
various subordinate lodges of this jurisdiction, all appendant and/or
allied bodies operating therein, and with such other jurisdictions as may
from time to time be necessary to insure that a harmonious relationship
exists between such bodies and this Grand Lodge; (8) notifying each
subordinate lodge of any indebtedness due the Grand Lodge before the
first day of December of each year and the closing of all accounts of
subordinate lodges on the thirty-first day of December of each year;
and (9) such other matters appropriate to the efficient administrative
controls of the Grand Lodge not otherwise fixed by the Constitution,
Bylaws or other actions of the Grand Lodge."

Following discussion Recommendation No. 1 was adopted.
Recommendation No. 2 — Certificate Required

"Section 2-1302 - CERTIFICATE REQUIRED - A subordinate lodge
cannot consider a petition for affiliation unless accompanied by a
Certificate of Good Standing, as hereinafter provided, or demit or its
equivalent, provided that when the petitioner has lost his demit or
Certificate of Good Standing which has been issued him from a lodge
which has become extinct, he may make application to the Grand
Secretary and upon proper showing receive from him a duplicate demit
which certificate shall accompany the petition for affiliation. A peti-
tioner who presents with his petition a Certificate of Good Standing
from a subordinate lodge of this jurisdiction or one authorized by law
of another Grand Jurisdiction shall not become a member of the lodge
petitioned until he is elected and his demit or its equivalent has been
obtained by said lodge.
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Following discussion Recommendation No. 2 was adopted.
Recommendation No. 3 — Enumerated

"Section 3-102 - ENUMERATED - Masonic offenses shall consist of,
but not be limited to:

(g) Making application to, or joining any lodge, society, or institution
that shall provide as a condition precedent that one shall be a Master
Mason in good standing, or shall have taken the degrees of Entered
Apprentice Mason, Fellow Craft Mason, and Master Mason, provided
that this inhibition shall not apply to York or Scottish Rite bodies, the
Order of Eastern Star, the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine, Red Cross of Constantine, National Federated Craft, Allied
Masonic Degrees, the National Sojourners, the Past Grand Masters
Association, the Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem, the York Rite
Sovereign College of North America, High Twelve International, Inc.
or to organizations which do not require the taking of any obligation
and which do not have any secret ritual or ceremony.

Following discussion Recommendation No. 3 was adopted.
Recommendation No. 4 — Qualifications of Candidates

"Section 2-902 - QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES - Each
candidate for the degrees in Masonry must:

1. Be a man, free born.
2. Be nineteen or more years of age at the time of signing his petition.

3. Believe in the existence of a Supreme Being, and no other religious
test shall be required or allowed.

4. Be able to read and write English.

Following discussion Recommendation No. 4 was adopted.
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REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY
Virgil L. Tubach, 54

To the Most Worshipful, The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska:

I assisted in the laying of comnerstones at Silver Creek, Aurora and the Omaha
Home for Boys.

I had the pleasure of attending the Grand Secretary’s Conference of North
America held February 19-21, 1995 at Fargo, North Dakota. With the Grand
Master and other distinguished Masons of Appendent Bodies of Nebraska, |
attended the Northeastern Kansas Masonic Honors Festival the evening of
March 7th at Hiawatha, Kansas. I was recognized as the Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge A..F.. & A..M.. of Nebraska at the Annual Meeting of the
Nebraska York Rite Masons where on Friday afternoon, April 7th, 1 had the
pleasure of receiving and introducing Most Worshipful Jerry L. Rittenburg,
Grand Master of Masons of Nebraska, upon being installed as Grand High Priest
of the Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska.

A "special thank you" to the Grand Lodge Office Staff, you have been most
kind, courteous and helpful to me. To you, the Members of this Grand Lodge,
I wish to "thank you" for the support and confidence you had in me by electing
me twice as your Grand Secretary. | will continue to attend this Grand Lodge,
to support it and to serve it as | am asked to do so and my ability will permit.

It has been a pleasure to serve this Grand Lodge as either an appointed Officer
or as an elected Officer these past eight years. A special "thank you" to Most
Worshipful Brother Paul R. Eveland, who as the incoming Grand Master in 1988
appointed me as his Grand Orator, and to Most Worshipful Brother James L.
Eatmon, who during his term as Grand Master in 1992 appointed me as Pro-Tem
Grand Secretary. Life never stands still, it continues to move through time, so
too must all good things come to an end. Thus, | submitted my resignation as
Grand Secretary to Most Worshipful Grand Master Jerry L. Rittenburg in July,
1995, to free me for other Masonic commitments at a different level.

I had the pleasure of being at Lincoin Lodge No. 19 the night that Worshipful
Brother Reginald S. Kuhn was officially "chained" as the Pro-Tem Grand
Secretary. | ask that you give Worshipful Brother Kuhn your support as the
Grand Secretary. He is most deserving and is a great asset to the Grand Lodge
Family.
May the Great Creator ever let his GRACE fall upon this Fraternity and upon
this Grand Lodge in particular.

Respectfully submitted,

Virgil L. Tubach, Grand Secretary
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REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY PRO-TEM
Reginald S. Kuhn, 134 & 19

To the Most Worshipful, The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska:

I would like to express my appreciation to Grand Master Jerry L. Rittenburg for
the confidence which he placed in me and the honor which he bestowed upon
my home Lodges through my appointment as Grand Secretary Pro-Tem. This
appointment is a tremendous honor, and it is with great humility that | accepted
his gracious invitation to serve our Fraternity.

I would also like to express my thanks to the membership of this Grand
Jurisdiction for your many words of support and welcome. | have appreciated
your patience during the past months of transition, and it is a privilege to be abie
to speak and correspond with so many of you. A special thanks to our dedicated
Secretaries throughout the state for your tireless efforts on behalf of our
Fraternity. As Secretary of my own Lodge, | am aware of the great commmit-
ment that many of you make to Masonry in Nebraska.

One of the most important components of my smooth transition has been the
help of Chris Rudder and Carol Schroeder in the Grand Lodge office. Without
the support and hard work of these two fine individuals, the workings of this
Grand Lodge would not take place. The Nebraska Grand Lodge is fortunate to
have such dedicated individuals associated with us, and 1 hope that you will
convey your personal words of appreciation and thanks to cach of them.

Since my appointment as Grand Secretary Pro-Tem, | attended the cornerstone
ceremonies for the Omaha Home for Boys on October 15, 1995, and the Grand
Custodian’s School in Grand Island on September 29, 1995. I also had the
opportunity to present a Bronze Jordan Medal on behalf of Platte Valley Lodge
No. 32 on November 27, 1995.

Number of Lodges Final Preliminary
181 1994 1995
[nitiated 321 399
Passed 323 397
Raised 324 425
Affiliated 68 74
Dual Membership 42 36
Reinstatements 172 281
Consoldidations 121 85
Other 2 1
Total Gains 729 902
Deaths 711 633
Demits 66 71
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Suspensions 545 576
Withdrawals 6 1
Consolidations 121 85
Termination of Dual 20 17
Other 2 0
Total Losses 1471 1383
Net Membership Changes (742) (481)
Membership 12/31/93 21207

Membership 12/31/94 20463

Preliminary Membership as of 12/31/95 19,982

Pins presented in honor of years of service to the Fraternity during this fiscal
year were:

322— 50 year pins presented
42— 60 year pins presented
16— 70 year pins presented

Again, may | express to the Grand Master and to the membership of this Grand
Jursidiction my deep appreciation for allowing me to serve as your Grand
Secretary Pro-Tem. [ hope that I have fulfilled my duties to your satisfaction
and to the advancement of our great Fraternity.

Respectfully Submitted,

Reginald S. Kuhn
Grand Secretary Pro-Tem

REPORT OF THE GRAND CUSTODIAN
Augustine S. Scolaro, 3

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska.

The annual report of the Grand Custodian is hereby respectfully and fraternally
submitted. To date this year seventy lodges have received their certification of
proficiency. As the final reports from the Deputy Grand Custodians come in
this number will undoubtedly increase. The lodge that certified this year after
a lapse of one or more years was:

Charity Lodge No. 53

This lodge and its officers along with its respective Deputy Grand Custodian
should be congratulated for making the extra effort required to certify its lodge.
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To date the following lodges have been certified for sixty or more years in
succession:

Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6 (72)
Fremont Lodge No. 15 (65)
Lincoln Lodge No. 19 (61)
Beatrice Lodge No. 26 (67)
Ashlar Lodge No. 33 (62)

Crete Lodge No. 37 (63)
Hastings Lodge No. 50 (72)
Lancaster Lodge No. 54 (74)
Wahoo Lodge No. 59 (71)
Hooper Lodge No. 72 (71)

Utica Lodge No. 96 (67)

Euclid Lodge No. 97 (65)

Bee Hive Lodge No. 184 (70)
East Lincoln Lodge No. 210 (62)
North Star Lodge No. 227 (63)
John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290 (64)
Craftsmen Lodge No. 314 (72)

I congratulate all these lodges and officers in the special effort they set forth in
continuing this fine tradition.

As of the writing of this report there are 335 certified brethren, however this will
change as final certifications are mailed in.

The following brethren received their original certificates of proficiency during
the 1995 Masonic year. They each deserve special congratulations for their
outstanding accomplishment.

Eisworth L. Abbott, Falls City Lodge No. 9

Randall L. Hart, Tekamah Lodge No. 31, Landmark Lodge No. 222
John G. Haeberle, Rob Morris Lodge No. 46

Dean Papenhagen, Hastings Lodge No. 50

Keith E. Attebery, Lancaster Lodge No. 54

James P. Franson, Lancaster Lodge No. 54

Waldron G. Heany, Thistle Lodge No. 61, Crescent Lodge No. 143
John R. Butler, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210

Monte D. Dietrick, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210

Jack D. Nichols, Robert W. Furnas Lodge No. 265

Richard L. Harriger, Oasis Lodge No. 271

David A. Kipp, Florence Lodge No. 281

The following brethren received ten year pins of proficiency:

Ernest G. Lehmkubhler, Platte Valley Lodge No. 32

Jon L. Milne, Platte Valley Lodge No. 32

John M. Weidner, Frank Welch Lodge No. 75, Ashlar Lodge No. 33
Jerry G. Niday, Comet Lodge No. 229

Gene F. Peterson, Comet Lodge No. 229
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Robert L. Carter, Jr., Craftsmen Lodge No. 314, East Lincoln Lodge
No. 210
Deon D. Eberly, Craftsmen Lodge No. 314

Twenty year certificates of merit were presented to the following brethren:

Leslie A. Evert, Arcana Lodge No. 195
Ralph Olson, Comet Lodge No. 229
William H. Vieth, Florence Lodge No. 281

The following brethren completed their 25th year of proficiency:

A. Russell Jensen, Tekamah Lodge No. 31

Dale E. Kube, Mosaic Lodge No. 55

Donald H. Rood, Wahoo Lodge No. 59
Thomas H. Lutey, Kimball Lodge No. 294
Jimmie L. Brown, College View Lodge No. 320
Harold W. Noble, Bellevue Lodge No. 325

The following Brethren completed their 30th year of proficiency:

Robert E. Wolf, Nebraska Lodge No. 1

Herman O. Hansen, Capitol Lodge No. 3

Marshall C. Spradlin, Ashlar Lodge No. 33

Frank W. Brooks, Lancaster Lodge No. 54

Melvin E. Hatfield, Lancaster Lodge No. 54

Cecil L. Ristau, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210

Herbert L. Graham, John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290

Lanny F. Godsey, Mizpah Lodge No. 302

Paul Sacks, Centennial Lodge No. 326, Shiloh Lodge No. 327

The following brethren completed their 35th year of proficiency:

Donald S. Mack, Fremont Lodge No. 15

Harold O. Milburn, Fremont Lodge No. 15

Charles E. Connors, Lancaster Lodge No. 54

Robert M. Higgs, Hay Springs Lodge No. 177

Charles W. Amidon, Florence Lodge No. 281, Shiloh Lodge No. 327

The following brethren completed their 40th year of proficiency:

Marion J. Adkisson, Ashlar Lodge No. 33

Albert W. Watsek, Humboldt Lodge No. 40
Richard B. Hobson, Lancaster Lodge No. 54
Victor D. Hunt, Keystone Lodge No. 62

Joseph J. Aschenbrenner, Bee Hive Lodge No. 184
Robert O. Thnen Ir., Bee Hive Lodge No. 184
Norman L. Sorensen, Bee Hive Lodge No. 184
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Elner A. Olander, North Star Lodge No. 227
Harold P. Loveless, Omaha Lodge No. 288, Capitol Lodge No. 3

The following brethren completed their 45th year of proficiency:

Nels H. Ostergaard, Platte Valley Lodge No. 32

Edward F. Grabe, Papillion Lodge No. 39

Justin F. Fauss, Mosaic Lodge No. 55

Lloyd I. Edwards, Pomegranate Lodge No. 110

James W. Gray, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210, Blue River
Lodge No. 30

The following brethren have been certified S0 years or more:

Harry A. Spencer, Sr., North Star Lodge No. 227, Bee Hive
Lodge No. 184 (65)

Frank H. Newton Jr., Blue River Lodge No. 30 (64)

T. Ross Magowan, Arcana Lodge No. 195 (61)

Warner W. Miller, Victory Lodge No. 310 (59)

Louis V. Sylvester, Florence Lodge No. 281 (58)
Herbert A. Ronin, East Lincoin Lodge No. 210 (56)
Francis L. Lehr, George Washington Lodge No. 250 (56)
G. Irwin Osterloh, Hooper Lodge No. 72 (52)

Ray W. Andersen, Victory Lodge No. 310 (51)

Joseph F. Brown, Lancaster Lodge No. 54 (50)

During the year 1 examined Worshipful Brother Robert L. Carter of Craftsmen
Lodge No. 314 and recommended that he be commissioned Deputy Grand
Custodian of District No. 13. He was commissioned by Most Worshipful Jerry
Rittenburg on June 6, 1995.

On November 14, 1995, | examined Brother Richard H. Cooper of Mitchell
Lodge No. 263 and have recommended that he be commissioned Deputy Grand
Custodian of District No. 30 during February 1996 Grand Lodge Session.

As of this writing the active Deputy Grand Custodians are:

District No. 1 — Roy L. Smith
District No. 2 — Herbert M. Chambers
District No. 3 — Halsey D. Philips
District No. 4 — James E. Cornish
District No. 5 — Ronald D. Grass
District No. 7 — Lloyd F. Vrtiska
District No. 8 — John C. Sierks
District No. 9 — Lloyd I. Edwards
District No. 10 — Steven A. Green
District No. 11 — Eugene C. Sibley
District No. 13 — Robert L. Carter
District No. 16 — Lynn Doty
District No. 17 — Victor D. Hunt
District No. 18 — Arthur S. Dye
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District No. 20 — Scott J. Krieger
District No. 21 — Wayne E. Beatty
District No. 24 — Delmar A. Jones
District No. 25 — Richard W. Linnemeyer
District No. 26 — Arthur J. Ferguson
District No. 27 — Keith B. Leibhart
District No. 28 — V. Rosenberger
District No. 29 — Leslie A. Evert
District No. 30 — Everett K. Dappen
District No. 31 — John M. Weidner, Sr.
District No. 32 — Roger L. Shillington
District No. 34 — Gerald D. Verbeek
District No. 35 — Harold W. Noble
District No. 36 — Don L. Jelinek
District No. 37 — Albert A. Wise
District No. 38 — Frank R. Harris

These fine men are one of the hardest working group of Masons in the state and
deserve the utmost courtesy and respect for their diligence and devotion to duty.
They spend many evenings away from home and their families in order to
perform their duties. It is indeed a pleasure to work with such a fine group of
dedicated brethren.

The current list of Deputy Grand Custodians Emeriti are:

Louis V. Sylvester
Clifford D. Webster
Glenn W. Binder
Curtis J. Griess
Harold A. Tilton
Willard 1. Lewis Jr.
Herman O. Hansen
Richard L. Mauch
Everett K. Dappen
Frank R. Harris
Alfred V. Peltzer
Ben D. Fusscll
Ralph McNulty

A. W. Clark

D. Wayne Erickson
Mervin E. Ransom Sr.

Again this year, | along with the Deputy Grand Custodians of various districts
held twenty-five schools of instruction. In traveling across the state | find the
brethren have a strong interest in the ritual and all are following the same as set
by the committee on Nebraska Work. At this time | would like to thank the
Deputy Grand Custodians and Worshipful Masters who made these schools
possible.
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In addition to the twenty-five schools of instruction throughout the state a
custodial school was held in Grand Island September 22nd and 23rd. It was
attended by Deputy Grand Custodians, Deputy Grand Custodians Emeriti,
Grand Lodge Officers, and several Past Grand Masters. During this school the
floor work and all lectures were covered in their entirety.

This year three lodges participated in degree competition on October 7, 1995 at
Rob Morris Lodge No. 46 in Kearney. I would like to thank Rob Morris Lodge
for the outstanding job they did in hosting this event.

Your Grand Custodian also participated in six cornerstone ceremonies, a hu-
manitarian award, one area educational meeting and various other functions
around the state.

It has been a pleasure to work with the Committee on Nebraska Work this year.

They have been very helpful and supportive of the efforts of the Grand Custo-
dian.

I thank Most Worshipful Brother Jerry Rittenburg for the opportunity of serving
the Grand Lodge as your Grand Custodian this year.

This report is respectfully submitted.

Fraternally
Gus Scolaro
Grand Custodian

The report of the Grand Custodian as printed was adopted by vote of the Masons
assembled.

LODGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Wayne G. Luenenborg, 32 & 39

A visit was made to Gilead Lodge No. 233 located at Butte, Nebraska for the
purpose of determining its present status and what action, if any should be taken
so far as advice or assistance is concerned and the problem of their absence at
the Grand Lodge Communication the past three ycars.

At this writing, no action has been taken. A letter was written to Most
Worshipful Jerry Rittenburg concerning the conditions at Butte. A meeting of
the entire Committee will be held at the 1996 Grand Lodge Session and
recommendations made to the Grand Master.

Also letters were written to the following lodges informing them of their
absence:

Fairmont Lodge No. 48 2 years
DeWitt Lodge No. 111 2 years
Robert Burns Lodge No. 173 2 years
Hay Springs Lodge No. 177 2 years
Bee Hive Lodge No. 184 2 years
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Diamond Lodge No. 291 2 years
Gilead Lodge No. 233 3 years

Respectfully submitted,
M..W.. Wayne G. Luenenborg
Chairman Lodge Advisory Committee

Most Woshipful Brother Wayne Luenenborg moved for adoption of the report
of the Lodge Advisory Committee. The Report was adopted by a vote of the
delegates present.

REPORT OF THE BAND COMMITTEE
Charles M. Godwin, 210, Chairman

In the fall of 1994 when Deputy Grand Master, Jerry L. Rittenburg began the
proceedings to organize the first Nebraska Masonic All-Star Marching Band to
perform at the annual Shrine Bowl, August 5, and to march in the parade in
Lincoln prior to the game, he asked W .. B.. Charles M. Godwin to head up this
endeavor.

Since the Grand Lodge of Kansas had successfully sponsored a similar program
for eight years, contact was made with Brother Jerry K. VanAllen, Executive
Dircctor of the Kansas Masonic Foundation. Brother VanAllen responded with
copies of letters, announcements, guidelines, etc. and these were used in devel-
oping the Nebraska program.

No official committee was formed, and all planning, organizing and the final
activities were coordinated by W..B... Charles M. Godwin, M..W .. Jerry L.
Rittenburg and Grand Lodge Office Manager Chris Rudder. It was Chris
Rudder who was responsible for all the details of the project, and she should be
commended for her outstanding contributions to the first successful Masonic
All-Star Marching Band in Nebraska. She reccived fine assistance from Carol
Schroeder, Administrative Secretary.

The Grand Lodge Officers were consulted by M.. W. . Rittenburg, and they
endorsed the program. It was then that the organizing of the project began.
W..B.. Godwin contacted the University of Nebraska - Lincoln Housing Office
and several members of the music department. The Housing Office provided
information on the availability of dorm housing during the specified time,
guidelines and rates. A time schedule was developed, as a band clinic preceded
the Shrine Bowl. The high school students involved in the program had never
marched and/or played together. Therefore, it was nccessary to build a cohesive
group that could perform well.

Contracts were signed with the Housing Office and a search for band directors
took place. W..B... Godwin was able to secure the services of David Harrison,
graduate student at UNL and one of the staff members for the University of
Nebraska Marching Band. Mr. Harrison selected two graduate assistants, both
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music majors and experienced with high school marching bands, John DeSte-
fano and Neal Schnoor. M.. W... Rittenburg secured a number of chaperones
to supervise the students in the dorm.

On March 4, 1995, W -.B.". Godwin addressed the Nebraska State Bandmasters
Association to explain the program and to enlist their support. Mailing labels
with names and addresses of all high school band/music teachers in Nebraska
were purchased from the Nebraska Department of Education. Letters were sent
to all high schools explaining the program and stating the criteria for selection.

Letters were sent to all Masonic Lodges and other affiliated Masonic Organiza-
tions requesting their support in sponsoring a student in the amount of a $150.00
scholarship. The response was excellent and all 98 high school participants were
sponsored by a Masonic Organization and/or in a few cases, by their high
schools.

The band clinic began on Wednesday, August 2, with the students reporting in
by 4 p.m., with registration directed by Chris Rudder. A pizza supper was served
and a 3 hour clinic led by the instructors followed. Most of Thursday and Friday
provided additional time for clinics and practicing on the field in the football
stadium. This was arranged with Butch Hug, Events Manager Facilities and
Events at UNL. Evening activities for the students included a dance, swim party
and interaction with the Tehama Temple Band.

On Saturday morning, the band led the parade through downtown Lincoln.
Tehama Temple from Hastings provided the lunch. The band was seated in the
east stadium and gave a ten minute half-time performance with part of the show
broadcast on ETV.

The participating students received blue and white T-shirts designed by Chris
Rudder, plastic water bottles, name tags, and room and board as part of the
$150.00 fee. There were honorariums for the music instructors, and the
chaperones received their board and room and T-shirts.

Other details such as liability insurance, parental permission, expenses, copies
of letters, announcements and bulletins and all communications are on file in
the Grand Lodge Office.

A final thank you to Glenn Wagner from the Shrine Bowl Office and his staff
for their assistance with the project.

Respectfully and Fraternally Submitted,

Charles M. Godwin, 210

In the absence of W..B... Godwin, Most Woshipful Brother Jerry Rittenburg
presented the report and a 20 minute video of the Masonic All-Star Marching
Band Clinic. The Report of the Band Committee was adopted by a vote of the
delegates present.
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VOTE ON TABLED RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 1 —

I recommend that the annual per capita tax in Section 2-601 of the
Grand Lodge Bylaws be increased one Dollar ($1.00) for the use of the
Grand Lodge General Fund because it is apparent that future operating
costs will increase.

Your Committee on Jurisprudence finds that Resolution No. 1 is in proper form
containing the required signatures and can be balloted upon at this Annual
Communication.

M..W.. Grand Master Rittenburg called for a signer of Resolution No. 1 to
approach the microphone at the Altar and state their position and move for the
adoption of the resolution. Ivan Vrtiska, a member of the Appropriations
Committee spoke in favor of the Resolution and moved for adoption. Grand
Master Rittenburg opened the floor for discussion. Being none the vote was
called for.

By a show of hands the resolution carried.

Resolution No. 2 - BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grand Lodge Bylaws be and
they hereby are amended as follows:

CHAPTER IV — GRAND LODGE FUNDS

Section 1-401 — INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT AND BOARD
OF GRAND TRUSTEES

(a) The Board of Grand Trustees shall consist of three (3) members,
each to serve for a period of three years, and who shall be appointed
for such terms as shall retire one member thereof annually. Vacancies
shall immediately be filled by the Grand Master. A majority of such
Board shall, as it deems wise and prudent, establish investment policies
for the Grand Lodge as to general types of securities, bonds and interest
bearing obligations, and the percentage of Grand Lodge funds to be
invested in securities and other obligations.

(b) The Grand Trustees appointed shall be members in good standing
of subordinate Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, and
shall be selected because of their experience and recognized ability in
the investment or banking field. All trustees shall be residents of the
State of Nebraska, and if any Trustee shall cease to be resident of this
State, or shall cease to be a member of a subordinate Lodge under the
jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge his place as Grand Trustee shall be
declared vacant by the Grand Master, and a new Grand Trustee
appointed immediately.

(c¢) The Board of Grand Trustees shall select its chairman and secretary
from its membership.
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(d) The Grand Trustees shall serve without pay, but shall be reim-
bursed for actual expense incurred covering mileage, hotel rooms and
meals. They are also authorized to expend such sums as may be
necessary for financial advice and service from funds appropriated by
the Grand Lodge for that purpose. They may also expend such sums
for legal services and court costs as they may deem necessary for the
proper monitoring of the investments.

(e) The Board of Grand Trustees may by majority vote select a
professional management firm to invest and reinvest the funds of the
Grand Lodge in securities, bonds and interest bearing obligations. Any
investment management firm selected shall have been in business at
least five years and shall have a net worth of at least $100,000. Upon
written approval of such selection by a majority vote of the Grand
Master, the Deputy Grand Master and the Grand Secretary, the Board
of Trustees may employ such firm. Any professional management
firm may be terminated and a new one employed, utilizing the same
procedure.

(f) The professional investment management firm shall have such
powers to buy and sell, invest and reinvest the funds of the Grand Lodge
within the investment policies established by the Board of Grand
Trustees and to hold such investments for the ownership and benefit
of the Grand Lodge, as shall be set forth in its written contract. Such
contract shall provide the custody of Grand Lodge investment funds
shall repose with a State or Federally Insured Financial Institution, as
well as provisions for the transfer of funds and renditions of such
statements of account and rcports as shall be recommended by the
Board of Grand Trustees. An annual written report of the professional
investment management firm and Board of Grand Trustees shall be
made at each annual communication of the Grand Lodge.

(g2) Except as provided in the contract with the professional investment
management firm, all funds, securities, real estate and other property
held by this Grand Lodge shall be carried in the name of the Grand
Lodge A..F.. & A.:.M.. of Nebraska, and all deeds conveying real
estate and all mortgages mortgaging real estate or personal property
and releases or assignments thereof, or assignments or transfers of
stock, certificates, or other securities or such other legal documents
having to do with the sale, transfer, investment, reinvestment or man-
agement of said funds, securities or property, shall be executed by the
Grand Master or the Chairman of the Board of Grand Trustees and the
Grand Secretary upon authorizations of the Board of Grand Trustecs.

(h) The Board of Grand Trustees shall monitor the actions of the
professional investment management firm and submit semi-annual
reports to the Grand Master with comments and recommendations.
They shall also employ a certified public accountant to make an annual
audit of the accounts of the Grand Lodge. An original of such audit of
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the accounts of the Grand Lodge shall be filed in the office of the Grand
Lodge.

(i) Except as provided in the contract with the professional investment
management firm, the Board of Grand Trustees shall designate the
depositories for all funds and securities of the Grand Lodge under such
terms and conditions as it shall deem proper.

Section 1-405 — GENERAL FUNDS, SPECIAL FUNDS AND PER-
PETUAL MEMBERSHIP FUND — That hereafter the funds of this
Grand Lodge shall be the following: General Funds, Perpetual Mem-
bership Fund and Special Funds.

The General Fund of this Grand Lodge shall consist of the securities
and monies presently in said Fund. The General Fund shall be the
operating funds of the Grand Lodge, into which shall be deposited all
income of this Grand Lodge from whatever source derived, with the
exception of monies paid to the Perpetual Membership Fund and
income therefrom. The expenses of this Grand Lodge, as appropriated
by this Grand Lodge, shall be paid from the General Fund. Surplus
monies in the General Fund shall be invested and reinvested by the
professional investment management firm under its written contract
with the Grand Lodge.

There is hereby established a Perpetual Membership Fund. All monies
tendered with applications for perpetual membership and all income
therefrom shall go into said Fund, which shall be administered as
provided by the Perpetual Membership Plan adopted by this Grand
Lodge. This shall be separate and distinct from all other funds.

There is hereby established a Special Fund, which shall consist of
monies gifted or bequested to the Grand Lodge with restrictions on
their use. The Fund shall be separate and distinct from all other funds.

For the purpose of investment management, the Perpetual Membership
Fund and the Special Fund may be managed by the investment manager
as a single portfolio and be held in a single custody account. The
Records of the portion of such account/portfolio belonging to the
Perpetual Membership Fund and other special funds held by the Grand
Lodge shall be kept by the Grand Lodge Office.

The Committee on Jurisprudence does find said resolution in proper form
containing the required signatures and can be balloted upon at this Annual
Communication.

Grand Master Rittenburg called for a signer of Resolution No. 2 to approach the
microphone at the Altar and state their position and move for the adoption of
the resolution. Paul Kenyon of Lincoln Lodge No. 19 spoke in favor of the
resolution and moved for adoption. There being no further discussion, a show
of hands was called for and the resolution passed.
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It is the understanding of the Committee on Jurisprudence that an insufficient
number of Lodges approved the proposed Constitutional Amendment and that
therefore this resolution cannot be balloted upon at this Annual Communication.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE
Harry A. Spencer, 227 & 184, Chairman

The Jurisprudence Committee was called to order at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday,
February1, 1996, by Chairman Harry A. Spencer, with the following members
present: Jack H. Hendrix, Steven F. Mattoon, and Thomas W. Tye. John M.
McHenry, a member of the committee was unable to attend. Also in attendance
were the following Grand Lodge Officers: Jerry L. Rittenburg, Grand Master;
V. Kaye Ramsey, Deputy Grand Master; Kenneth G. Fleming, Grand Senior
Warden; Don E. Rasmussen; Grand Junior Warden; Reginald S. Kuhn, Grand
Secretary Pro-Tem; Arthur R. Sharp, Grand Chaplain; Philip A. Lorenzen,
Grand Orator; Don A. Mears, Grand Historian; Augustine Scolaro, Grand
Custodian; Dwight E. Smith, Grand Senior Deacon; James F. Brown, Jr., Grand
Junior Deacon; Ken D. Beebe, Grand Senior Steward; Scott J. Krieger, Grand
Junior Steward; and Ted McNeese, Grand Tyler. The following Past Grand
Masters were also in attendance: James N. DeMoss and James L. Eatmon.

Everyone present was welcomed by Chairman Spencer and invited to participate
in the proceedings of the Jurisprudence Committee with the right to ask ques-
tions and participate in every way in the discussions, actions, and proceedings
of the Committee on Jurisprudence. Chairman Spencer appointed Thomas W.
Tye as Secretary for the Committee for the purposes of this meeting and asked
that Brother Tye present the report on the floor of Grand Lodge on his behalf.

1. The minutes of the previous meeting of the Committee on Jurisprudence was
approved as printed.

2. Areport of the Committee on Business and Rules was received and reviewed
by the Jurisprudence Committee. The business of the 139th Annual Communi-
cation will be governed by the rules therein set forth. The Committee found the
report and rules to be in proper form, and approved the report without change.

3. The Committee then began a review of the Grand Masters Report and in so
doing reviewed all of the Permissions, Decisions, Dispensations and Bylaw
changes as set forth in the printed Address of the Grand Master. Clarification
of the bylaws change approved on November 28, 1995, for Aurora Lodge No.
68 set forth on page 5 of the Grand Master’s printed report was corrected. The
bylaw change approved authorizes the Worshipful Master to advance the hour
of the regular meeting of their Lodge, if announced in advance, and that it shall
be permissible with the consent of the Brethren to suspend any regular scheduled
meeting not to exceed three in each calendar year. With this correction the
Permissions, Decisions, Dispensations and Bylaw changes were approved unan-
imously.
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The Committee then reviewed the Grand Master’s Supplemental Address con-
taining Consolidations, Bylaws approved or disapproved, and Dispensations
rendered by the Grand Master from the date of his published report up to and
including February 1, 1996. The Committee on Jurisprudence unanimously
approved the Bylaw changes as well as the Dispensations set forth therein.

Your Committee then reviewed the recommendations of your Grand Master
being Recommendations 1 through 4. With reference to Recommendation No.
1 - Grand Secretary - the Committee finds that the recommendation is in proper
form and can be balioted upon at this Annual Communication.

With reference to Recommendation No. 2 - Certificate Required - the Commit-
tee finds that said recommendation is in proper form and can be balloted upon
at this Annual Communication.

With reference to Recommendation No. 3 - Entitled "Enumerated" dealing with
High Twelve - your Committee finds that it is in proper form and can be balloted
upon at this Annual Communication.

With reference to Recommendation No. 4 - Qualifications of Candidates - the
Committee on Jurisprudence finds that it is in proper form and can be balloted
upon at this Annual Communication. The Grand Master advised that he will be
asking the Grand Lodge to unanimously approve a change in Recommendation
No. 4 striking the words "free born" and if unanimous approval is obtained your
Committee on Jurisprudence finds that Recommendation No. 4 in that form is
in proper form and can be balloted upon at this Annual Communication.

At the 138th Communication concluding on February 4, 1995 there were
properly submitted two (2) resolutions to change the Bylaws of this Grand
Lodge. The first resolution deals with the Amendment of Section 2-601 asking
that the dues be increased by $1.00 and your Committee on Jurisprudence tinds
that said resolution is in proper form containing the required signatures and can
be balloted upon at this Annual Communication.

The second resolution presented at the close of the 138th Annual Communica-
tion was entitled "Investment Management and Board of Grand Trustees" and
your Committee on Jurisprudence does find that said resolution is in proper form
containing the required signatures and can be balloted upon at this Annual
Communication.

There was one resolution offered at the close of the 138th Annual Communica-
tion to amend the Constitution allowing Past Masters to be members of Grand
Lodge. It is the understanding of the Committee on Jurisprudence that an
insufficient number of Lodges approved the proposed Constitutional Amend-
ment and that therefore this resolution cannot be balloted upon at this Annual
Communication.

The Committee took particular note that Grand Master Rittenburg did, on
several occasions throughout his year of office, request opinions of your
Committee on Jurisprudence and that we were most pleased and happy to
convene, study and advise our Grand Master and his officers with reference to
those matters throughout the past year. The Committee continues to offer its
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aid and assistance whenever requested and does congratulate Most Worshipful
Brother Rittenburg on a very successful Grand Lodge year.

Sincerely and Fraternally,
Harry A. Spencer, Past Grand Master
Chairman, Jurisprudence Committee

Thomas W. Tye moved for adoption of the Jurisprudence Committee report.
The report was adopted by the delegates assembled.

¢
REPORT OF CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS COMMITTEE
Byron C. Jenkins, 325, Chairman

No action was brought before the Charters and Dispensations Committe during
this Masonic year.

Most Worshipful Grand Master Rittenburg presented the report in the absence
of the chairman and moved for adoption. The report ws adopted by the delegates
assembled.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE GEORGE
WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Warren D. Lichty, 314, Chairman

Thanks to the leadership of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, and seven other Grand
jurisdictions in substantially increasing their contribution to the Memorial, we
are beginning to be able to start catching up with our needs. We have provided
lighting for the driveways, sidewalks and parking lots, substantially increasing
safety, replaced the serpentine sidewalks leading up to the main entrance,
substantially enhancing the view we present to the public, waterproofed many
places where water leaked into the building, redecorated where damage had been
done, upgraded the dioramas and tower display, painted and air conditioned the
dining room, this making it usable in the Summer, air conditioned and provided
window covering for the library, this providing temperature and climate control
to preserve our library material and upgraded electrical power and lights in the
elevator machine room.

We have been able to engage Paul Bessel as a part-time librarian and he, with
the Research Lodge which has been working on it, is nearing completion of the
job of cataloguing all the books, including the collection left to us by G. Wilbur
Bell. The catalogue is all on computer. This also ties in with the project to
provide a home for the new Masonic Leadership Center being put together by
Brother Allen E. Roberts and which is reported on at page 131 of the December
1995 issue of The Philalcthes. At present, desk and computer space are being
provided Brother Roberts in the Library, but it is hoped that the Leadership
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Center will grow to the point where it will be able to provide itself with an office
in space in the Memorial, which can be available when it reaches that point. The
Center is in the process of collecting all of the research, deve<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>