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Louis Vernon Sylvester, 100th Grand Master, was born on July
2, 1907, at Omaha, Nebraska, the son of John William and Effie
Mae Smith Sylvester. He has been a continuous resident of Omaha
since that time, receiving his education in the public schools. On
August 9, 1928, Brother Sylvester was united in marriage to Dorothy
Genevieve Doedyn at Omaha.

M.".W. .Brother Sylvester, when a young man, entered the
newspaper business as a reporter for the Omaha Daily News, re-
maining with that firm until its purchase by the Hearst Newspaper
chain. Leaving this field he entered the collection business as an
employee of the Mercantile Protective Agency and later the Associ-
ated Retail Credit Bureau of Omaha. In 1939 he founded a partner-
ship with I. J. Kraft and established the Creditors’ Collection Bureau,
Inc., and later a subsidiary, the Doctors’ Business Bureau, which has
been in constant operation since then with offices in the Masonic
Temple. Moderate success has been enjoyed in this field of endeavor
which comprises the collection of delinquent and professional ac-
counts, and today the Agency is the largest of its kind in the middle
west. M. .W.".Brother Sylvester has been quite active both on a
local level and nationally in the collection business as a member of
the Nebraska Collectors Association which he helped form in 1940,
serving as President in 1942, and the American Collectors Associa-
tion, Inc., for ten years a director on the National Board representing
the Nebraska Unit and was elected President of the National Asso-
ciation June 24, 1966.

He has long been an active member of the Omaha Chamber of
Commerce and the Omaha Concord Club, a noon-day luncheon
group. The Sylvesters are members of the Covenant Presbyterian




Church. He has held many offices, being a Ruling Elder for the

past thirty-five years. He has been Superintendent of the Sunday
School for forty years.

MASONIC RECORD

LODGE: Initiated May 13, passed June 10, raised September 30,
1935, in Florence No. 281, W. .Master January 5, 1945,

GRAND LODGE: Appointed Assistant Custodian in December,
1945, by M.".W.".Benjamin ¥. Eyre; Grand Representative of Grand
Lodge of Mississippi near Nebraska on September 8, 1953 hy M.".W..
Benjamin F. Eyre. Appointed Grand Junior Deacon in June, 1960 by
M.".W.".John F. Futcher. Elected and installed the 100th Grand Master
June 9, 1965.

CHAPTER: Royal Areh Mason November 25, 1942, Order of High
Priesthood on December 8, 1947, and installed High Priest of Florence
No. 61 on December 12, 1947,

GRAND CHAPTER: Appointed Grand Master of the First Veil on
December 9, 1948 by M. .E.".F. Plummer Martin, advancing through
the line and was elected and installed Grand High Priest on December
6, 1957. Appointed Grand Representative of the Grand Chapter of

Nevada near Nebraska on February 8, 1949, by M.".E.".F. Plummer
Martin.

COUNCIL: Royal and Select Master December 2, 1947, Super
Excellent in Omaha Council No. 1; installed I.".Master on December 6,
1956. Appointed Grand Representative of the Grand Council of New
Jersey near Nebraska on Scptember 29, 1956. Nebraska Couneil of
Thrice Illustrious Masters. Appointed Grand Steward, December, 1964 by

M.".I.".J. Adolf Wensien, and now serving as I.".Grand Conductor of the
Couneil.

COMMANDERY: Order of the Temple Mareh 16, 1951, in Mt. Calvary
No. 1, Omaha, demitting on April 4, 1952, to Jordan No. 15, Blair, where
he served as E.".Commander in 1956, Past Commanders Association of
Nebraska since February 6, 1957.

GRAND COMMANDERY: Appointed Grand Captain of the Guard
on April 18, 1958, by R.".E.".William U. Hansen. Elected and installed
Grand Commander, April 15, 1966. Grand Representative of Washington
since February 7, 1959, having been appointed by R..E..William U.
Hansen.

OTIHER MASONIC BODIES: Allied Masonic Degrees, Sneh ho Aire
Council No. 17, Past Sovereign, December 7, 1950; Grand Council Knight
Masons, Dublin, Ireland; Order of the Bath; Order of the Cork; Ioly
Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests; Royal Order of Scotland; Sir
Galahad Priory No. 7, KYCH, Past Prior; Omaha Consistory, A.AS.R,,
May 5, 1955; Tangier Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S,, December 11, 1953; Owaissa
Chapter No. 296, O.E.S.; Worthy Patron in 1949; Nebraska Veteran Free-
masons Association June 6, 1956; Member of Board of Trustees of The




Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children from 1953 to 1957, serving as
its President in 1956; Member of Board of Trustees of The Nehraska
Masonie Home since November 9, 1965,

HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS: Past Grand High Priests Association
of Kansas, Grand Chapters South Dakota and Colorado; Order of High
Priesthood of South Dakota, Past Grand Masters Association Kansas and
South Dakota.

Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction has been enriched by the serv-
ices of M.".W. .Louis V. Sylvester as its Grand Master. Through
many years of devotion he has endeared himself to all Masons. He
has given generously of his time, talent and efforts to enhance the
esteem of Masonry in the public mind.

His devotion to Masonic education and his attention and encour-
agement to all branches of Freemasonry and all allied bodies made
him a Grand Master of Merit, virtue and value.
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PROCEEDINGS
of the
Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

ONE HUNDRED NINTH ANNUAL
COMMUNICATION

Held in Omaba, June 7,8 and 9, 1966

(A

FIRST DAY — MORNING SESSION
Tuesday, June 7,1966

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska met in
Annual Communication at the Sheraton-Fontenelle Hotel,
Omaha, at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, June 7, A.D. 1966, A.".L.".5966.

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT

M..W.".Louis V. Sylvester 281................ Grand Master
R.".'W.".Lewis R. Ricketts, 19.................. Deputy Grand Master
R."W.".John A. Bottorf, 49................... Grand Senior Warden
R.".W..Norris W. Lallman, 72................. Grand Junior Warden
R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, 32.............ccuo... Grand Secretary
Ao o\ o el b et 8% AWAIINENTE), 3lo 6 o6 e boo o006 0000080 Grand Chaplain
W.".Walter O. Samuelson, 326.............. Grand Orator
W..George W. Rosenlof, 314............... Grand Historian
W. .Robert W. Cook, 83..........c00vvennn. Grand Custodian
W.".C. Harold Edwards, 105............... Grand Marshal
W. .Hugh W. Eigenhart, 150............... Grand Senior Deacon
W..John H. Brown, 1..............c00utns Grand Junior Deacon
W.".Charles H. Ninegar, 21..........000s.. Grand Tyler

Promptly at 8:45 a.m. a Lodge of Master Masons was
opened in form by R.".W. .Lewis R. Ricketts, Deputy Grand
Master, the invocation being given by V.. W.".Levi B. Williams,
Grand Chaplain.
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M.".W.".Louis V. Sylvester, Grand Master, was escorted
to the Hast by M.".W. .John F. Futcher, introduced and given
the Grand Homnors.

The Grand Master directed the Grand Secretary to call the
roll of Chartered Lodges. There being a constitutional number
of Lodges represented, the Grand Master declared the 109th
Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient
and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of
Nebraska opened in ample form and directed the Grand Marshal
to make proclamation thereof.

The Grand Master directed the Grand Marshal to escort
V.".W. .Levi B. Williams to the altar for the purpose of prayer.

PRESENTATION OF THE FLAGS

Presentation of the Flag of the United States and the Flag
of Nebraska was made by Sir Knights of Mt. Calvary Com-
mandery No. 1, K.".T. ..

RECEPTION AND WELCOME OF PAST GRAND MASTERS

W.".Hugh W. Eisenhart, Grand Senior Deacon, presented
the following Past Grand Masters, according to seniority :

Chvenles A ClaangeElls o ooons00cc0000000000aa0ma0000 (58th) 1923
IRailph @, ChReElET7 . 0doooo0waoadbonoaonoanonsasasa (68th) 1933
JleERG 10, CRIERs 00 00 000000 at000000000000000000 (77th) 1941
George A. Kurk......oiiiiiinieinninnncnnennne. (78th) 1942
\WlibEsm 18, \WENHERe 6 0 v 0000000000 0600d0080 00040 (79th) 1943
IZamgjemniia 1, I3 B0 0 0 b0 00006 00006000000a0a00000006000 (81st) 1946
1GER I3, NREEE. o0 0o0s00m000anan0600adoadosbooono (83rd) 1948
Iherand dfy ATBING 50 a6 o ofo g 6l 0 8.6 6.6 0 3 010 0G0 0 da 6 0 (86th) 1951
Edward M. Knight..........cooi0i i, (87th) 1952
TR57 SR 6 0 50510608 0Bb peos00B 06050080 8a00000008 ¢ (88th) 1953
Ofaeilen 13 AGCIIGs 0 006 ab 000 00006000000000050a08000 (89th) 1954
Herbert T. WHItE . . v e ennensensennennrenenneennen (90th) 1955
WIEIE W) 1EENEM 8 aBdls o oflG 0 TROM0 D o S T8 DO T (91st) 1956
15037 1l BRI 0 0 00000 000b00a 000 00000006000sa000 (92nd) 1957
JoEpa G 1508000060 006005 006600000005 b00daB00 (94th) 1959
Jalhm 1%, TEHEdiERo 6 o 5 060 0a0000000000065000000000 0 (95th) 1960
HerbeFtFAMIR 011 TINLESIN, s iy S PP et (96th) 1961
1B O WVAm WE o000 00000004660000000000000000 (97th) 1962

18ERRY L\ SipE@E7 0 6 06 60b0006060600606300000 6800000 (99th) 1964
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The Past Grand Masters were given a most cordial welcome,
conducted to the East and given Grand Homors.

M.".W.".Fay Smith gave the response.
RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

The Committee on Entertainment of Distinguished Guests introduced
the following: R.".W. .Elmer W. Wagner, Grand Secretary and Personal
Representative of M.".W.".A Basey Vanlandingham, Grand Master of
Missouri; M.".W. .Dorsey L. Andrews, Grand Master of Towa; R.".W.".
Joseph L. Seltzer, Deputy Grand Master of Minnesota; M.".W. .Charles
S. McGinness, Grand Secretary of Kansas; M. .W.".Charles A. Mantz,
Past Grand Master of Colorado; M.".W. .Albert C. Harding, Grand Mas-
ter, W.".Clark F. Perry, Jr., Grand Steward of Wyoming; R.".W.".Harold
L. Tisher, Deputy Grand Master and Personal Representative of M.".W.",
Robert H. Benton, Grand Master; M.".W. .John S. Rowe, Grand Secretary
of South. Dakota.

W.".Robert L, Murphy, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Chapter, O.E.S.
of Nebraska; Brother William F. Patterson, President, Brother Raymond
F. Evers, Superintendent, The Nebraska Masonic Home; Brother Oscar
N. Young, President, Brother Donald Moul, Superintendent, The Masonie-
Eastern Star Home for Children; W..Robert E. Lund, Active Member,
Supreme Council, Order of DeMolay and Executive Officer of Nebraska.

M.".E.".Lillard 8. Jensen, Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter, R.".
A" M., of Nebraska; M..I.".Earl W. Schultz, Grand Master, Grand
Council, R.".& S.".M.’. in Nebraska; M.".W.".Charles F. Adams, General
Grand Treasurer, General Grand Counecil, R.".&S.".M.’. International,
Second Vice President of the George Washington Masonic National
Memorial Association, V.".E.".Deputy Grand Commander and Personal
Representative of Sir Knight Louis V. Sylvester, R.".E.".Grand Com-
mander, Grand Commandery, K.".T.". of Nebraska.

GREETINGS AND MESSAGES

Greetings were received from the Grand Lodges of Maine,
Wisconsin, Israel, Oregon, Masonic Relief Association of the
U. S. and Canada, and the Masonie Service Association.

W.".Robert L. Murphy, Worthy Grand Patron, presented
a beautiful basket of flowers for and on behalf of the Grand
Chapter, O.E.S., of Nebraska, with good wishes for a pleasant
and profitable communication.

INTRODUCTION OF ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS

M.".'W.".Louis V. Sylvester, Grand Master, requested the
Grand Custodian, W. .Robert W. Cook, to introduce the As-
sistant Custodians and Assistant Custodians Emeriti.
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FRANK H. QUANTE, SR.

The Grand Lodge just received word of the passing of W.".
Frank H. Quante, Sr., wearer of the Gold Jordan Medal, and the
Grand Master called the Grand Lodge to attention for a moment
of silent prayer in memory of Brother Quante.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND LODGES
NEAR THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

M.".W.".Louis V. Sylvester, Grand Master, requested the
Grand Secretary to call the roll of Grand Representatives of
other Grand Lodges. The Grand Master extended to them a
hearty welcome and suggested that they convey his greetings
to the Grand Lodges they represent. All Grand Lodges that
were in fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge of Nebraska
were present except Austria, Ceara, Connecticut, Germany,
Greece, Israel, New York, New Zealand, Norway, Oklahoma,
Queensland, South Australia, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,
Turkey and Wisconsin.

Brother W. J. ‘““Jack’ Moeller, 290, Grand Representa-
tive of the York Grand Lodge of Mexico, gave the response.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME AND RESPONSE

W. .Paul Sacks, 326, gave the Address of Welcome and
W. .Roscoe W, Bills, 306, gave the response.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMITTEES

Application for Reinstatement: W. .Brothers Earl H. Furman, 290,
Chairman; Herbert Egerer, 303; Elmer B. Smith, 326.

Appropriations: W.".Brothers Fred D. Moshier, 281 (1967) Chairman;
Melvin E. Johnson, 112 (1966); Walter Truex, 55 (1968); Donald R.
Swanson, 54 (1969); Alfred B. Saum, 46 (1970).

Charters and Dispensations: W. .Brothers Harry M. Green, 25,
Chairman; Melvin J. Kissler, 325; George F. Schell, 32.

Codification of the Law: W. .Bernard T. Pipher, 31, Chairman;
Nelson L. Hughes, 139; R. Wayne Wilson, 302.

Credentials: W. .Brothers Pearl C. Hillegass, 81, Chairman; Clyde
H. Jones, 173; Leonard B. Woods, 103; Glen F. Sperry, 139; Wayne W,
Loftis, 222; John L. W. Nelson, 1; Albert B. Osborne, 318,

Doings of Grand Officers: W.' .Byron C. Jenkins, 325, Chairman;
W. Dale Page, 15; Russcll F. Richmond, 227.
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Entertainment of Distinguiched Guests: M. .W. .Brothers Ernest O.
Van Wey, 249, Chairman; Joseph C. Tye, 46; Harry A. Spencer, 227,

Finance: W. .Brothers Robert E. Lund, 323, Chairman (1969);
Phillip G, Johnson, 19 (1967); Ralph R. Carleton, 306 (1968); Jess W.
Wade, 200 (1970).

Fraternal Dead: W. .Brothers Harvey A. Smith, 326, Chairman;
William vonKroge, Jr., 3; Jack H. Wright, 11.

Fraternal Relations: R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, 32, Chairman;
M.".W.".William B. Wanner, 9, W.".Edward J. Taylor, 150.

George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association:
W..Cary W. Dresslar, 32, Chairman; M. .W.".Charles F. Adams, 68;
Brother Robert L. Page, 1.

Grand Lodge Offices: W. .Ilerman G. Reinholz, 3 (1966), Chairman;
M.".W." Merle M. Hale, 54 (1966); W.".William A. Pettingill, 25 (1967);
W.".Vernon H. Wood, 290 (1968); W.".James M. Paxson, 302 (1969).

Grand Trustees: M..W. .John F. Futcher, 302 (1966); W.".William
E. Moor, 102 (1967); W.". Harold E. Gabrielson, 302 (1968); W. .Robert
A. Wekesser, 54 (1969); W.".Alfred E. Geschke, 25 (1970).

Grievances: W. .Brothers Clarence M. Pierson, 19, Chairman; Otto
Kotoue, 40; Jack M. West, 222.

Jurisprudence: M.".W.".Harry A. Spencer, 227, Chairman, and all
Past Grand Masters present.

Masonic-Eastern Star Student Fund: W. .Brothers Delbert H. Pink-
erton, 314, Chairman; Lyle J. Bryant, 297; M.".W.".Elmer E. Magee, 227,

Masonic Education: W.'.Howard J. Hunter, 59 (1966), Chairman;
M. .'W. .Harry A. Spencer, 227 (1966); R.".W.".Lewis R. Ricketts, 19
(1968); M.".W.".Louis V. Sylvester, 281 (1968); W.".John H. Brown,
1 (1967).

Nebraska Work: M. .W. .Brothers Edward F. Carter, 201, Chairman
(1967) ; Herbert T. White, 11 (1968).

Public Relations: W. .Brothers Joe H. Hartley, 54, Chairman; John
S. Savage, 11; Brother William O. Wiseman, 11,

Relief and Care of Orphans: W.'.Brothers Paul L. Toombs, 290,
Chairman (1967); W.".John S. Burley, 300 (1968); M. .W.".Benjamin
F. Eyre, 1 (1966); W. .Brothers Otto Burkhardt, 55 (1970); Earl W.
Schultz, 75 (1969).

Returns: W.'.Brothers Harold O. Swanson, 10, Chairman; Irvin L.
Congrove, 33; Steve Fankhouser, 105.

Temple Building Advisory: W. .Brothers Otto Nelsen, 300 (1967),
Chairman; Donald G. Hafer, 306 (1968); E. Forrest Estes, 19 (1966).

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children: M.'.W. .Brothers
Thomas J. Aron, 37, Chairman; Edward Huwaldt, 318.
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Retirement: W.".E. Forrest Estes, 19, Chairman; M.".W. .John F.
Futcher, 302; Brother William F. Patterson, 25; M.".W. .Elmer E. Magee,
227; W.".Robert A. Wekesser, 54.

Arrangements for 109th Annual Communication: W.'.Brothers Ralph
W. Gerry, 281 and Byron C. Jenkins, 325, Co-Chairmen; Ralph Dingle, 281;
William O. Blake, 290; Alfred G. Bates, 1; Charles W. Amidon, 281.

Lodge Advisory: M. .W. .Brothers Joseph C. Tye, 46 (1967), Chair-
man; Ernest O. Van Wey, 249 (1968); Herbert A. Ronin, 210 (1966).

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER

BRETHREN:

All too soon another year has passed and as a result we are privi-
leged to gather in this our 109th annual communication. For more
than eleven monthg it has been the sole responsibility of your Grand
Master to conduct the affairs and to discharge the business of this
Grand Lodge. Now you, the delegates of our subordinate Lodges, meet
with me these next three days to review and assay the accomplish-
ments of this past year or the lack of same, to correct the mistakes
which may have been made, to build on the achievements and to plan
for the future. First, let us give reverent thanks to Almighty God for
the privilege of meeting in our character as Master Masons and for
the rich heritage we enjoy provided by those who have passed this
way before us, and to resolve that only through a rededication of
ourselves to those noble principles and tenets of our order can we bask
in the reflected glory of those of our Brethren who have made all
this possible.

It is in this spirit of rededieation and firm resolve that I bid you
welcome to your Grand Lodge and charge each of you with the urgent
need for active participation in the affairs which shall be discussed
during these three days; that none of you shall return to your Lodges
with the feeling that you had little, if any, opportunity to express your
feelings and your wishes with respect, to any issue which may come
before us.

To our distinguished visitors I am most pleased to welcome you
and extend the right hand of fellowship with the sincere hope that your
stay with us will not only be a pleasant one, but one of great profit
which will provide you with rich memories in the future years. I trust
that you will feel rewarded in some measure for the many courtesies
and the great hospitality extended to us as we were privileged to meet
in your Grand Lodge Communications.

This has been an extremely busy year. I have traveled more than
30,000 miles in the discharge of what I believed to be my duties and
responsibilities. It has been a rewarding year and has provided untold
enjoyment and yet in some respect it has been somewhat frustrating,
and it has had its moments of great sorrow.
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Frustrating, in that it has been impossible to carry out the entire
program which one ambitiously embarks upon at the first of the year.
There is not enough time and before one realizes it the year is over
and many things seem to remain undone. Frustrating also, when one
encounters lack of cooperation in any respect from those who fail to
discharge their respective responsibilities as Committee members and
other Officers of a few of our Lodges. Fortunately this is the case in
only a relatively small number of our lodges and the great majority
continue to take seriously the charge that they assumed when they
accepted the position.

Enjoyment, in that I have been afforded the great privilege of
renewing and making hundreds of new friends which has resulted in
a real bond of fellowship and is the compensating feature for all the
work which one does. Sorrow, in the loss of those of our number
whom we have had the great privilege of associating and fellowship-
ping over a period of years.

NECROLOGY

We are grateful that our Grand Lodge line remains intact. It is,
however, with heavy hearts and deep sense of loss that we take cogni-
zance of the passing of so many of our Brethren in our own as well as
other Jurisdictions. Especially are we saddened when we note the
passing of several of our Grand Lodge family in the death of three of
our Past Grand Masters, our Grand Custodian Emeritus, and a former
Grand Marshal during the past year. All of these Brethren served this
Jurisdiction with great distinction and honor. They left behind as a
memorial a great list of endeavors for the promotion of Masonry in
our state.

Shortly after our last Grand Lodge communication the entire
Masonic world was plunged into sadness when early on the morning
of July 10, word came that “Mr. Mason of Nebraska” had passed to
his eternal reward. Although the death of M.".W.".Lewis E. Smith was
not unexpected, he having been in failing health for some time, it was
nevertheless a distinet loss to our Grand Lodge and a personal one to
me. It can truthfully be said that no one had ever exerted such pro-
found influence on Masonry both in Nebraska and throughout the
Masonic world. He was an inspiration to this Grand Master, having
given much of his time and wise counsel to me throughout my Masonic
career. His honors and titles are legion and to attempt to recite them
here would necessitate a volume in itself. He served our Grand Lodge
as its 56th Grand Master in 1921 and at the time of his passing was
our Senior Past Grand Master. In addition, he served as presiding
officer of all the York Rite Bodies as well as the Grand Chapter,
0.E.S., and many appendant bodies. He was an Honorary 33rd Degree
Scottish Rite Mason, served as Grand Secretary-Grand Recorder from
1925 until his retirement in 1946. In addition, he served as Trustee of
The Nebraska Masonic Home many years and was accorded the title
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of Honorary President upon his retirement in 1946. He was accorded
full Masonic Memorial services under the Grand Lodge with M.".W.".
Herbert A. Ronin officiating. He was laid to rest in Wyuka Cemetery
in Lincoln. As a tribute to the late Mr. Mason of Nebraska, I directed
our Grand Secretary, who knew him best, to prepare and publish a
suitable memorial booklet. This has been done and they have been
mailed to all Lodges in Nebraska and all Grand Lodges.

While in attendance at the biennial session of the Masonic Relief
Association of the United States and Canada, word reached us of the
death of M.".W.".John E. Beaver on Septembzar 20, in Columbus where
he made his home. Another dedicated and devoted Mason, he exempli-
fied in his daily life the principles of Freemasonry and continued to
serve the great Fraternity in whatever capacity he was called upon.
He was our 93rd Grand Master, serving in 1958. At the time of his pass-
ing he was Second Vice-President of The Nebraska Masonic Home and
serving as a member of Grand Lodge committees. His quiet humor and
great ability to grasp any situation and quietly think through a correct
solution was an inspiration to all who knew and loved him. His wise
counsel and influences in all matters of Masonry were keenly felt.
M.".W. .Brother Beaver, a Past President of Masonic Manor, recom-
mended in his Grand Master’s address to the Grand Lodge that a build-
ing, the type of Masonic Manor, be considered by the Grand Lodge. The
Grand Lodge conducted a memorial service with M.".'W.".Herbert A.
Ronin officiating on the afternoon of Septembor 23rd and he was laid
to rest in Pebble Cemetery at Scribner, Nebraska.

Our hearts were further saddened when word reached us that
M.".W.".Ralph M. Carhart had passed away at his home in Wayne, Ne-
braska early on the morning of November 10. While the death of
M.".W. .Brothers Smith and Beaver were not altogether unexpected
because of their long period of illness, that of M.".W.".Brother Carhart
was most shocking. He had been present with us on the day preceding
his death in attendance as a Trustee and Third Vice-President of The
Nebraska Masonic Home. At that time he was seemingly in good
health and was his usual cheerful self. In addition to his many Com-
mittee assignments in the Grand Lodge, he was a past Grand High
Priest of the Grand Chapter R.".A.".M.".of Nebraska and was particu-
larly active in the York Rite bodies of Freemasonry. He served our
Grand Lodge as its 98th Grand Master in 1963. Masonic graveside
services were conducted by our Grand Lodge with M.".W." Herbert A.
Ronin officiating.

W. .Philip H. Robinson, Sr., served our Grand Lodge on a number
of Committees but most recently served as Grand Marshal. Shortly
after his retirement in June of 1965 he became seriously ill and fol-
lowing a short period of time we were saddened by his death on August
9 at his home in Hartington, Nebraska. His quiet and unassuming man-
ner in which he went about his job as Grand Marshal endeared him to
all, especially the Grand Lodge officers with whom he served. His
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death creates another vacancy in the ranks of our Grand Lodge family.
Services were conducted by the Lodge and he was laid to rest in the
family plot at Hartington.

On Friday, January 7, 1966, we were again saddened by the death
of W.".Raymond C. Cook, for many years Grand Custodian of our
Grand Lodge and at the time of his death Grand Custodian Emeritus.
In addition to his many Masonic activities over a period of years, one
of his outstanding accomplishments was the devotion he rendered to
The Nebraska Masonic Home of which he was a former Second Vice-
President until his retirement in 1958. Few men have ever devoted as
much time and effort to promote the ritualistic and standard floor
work of our Grand Lodge as did W. .Brother Cook. His influence
for Masonry as he exemplified it in his life was felt in the remotest
section of our state. His passing is keenly felt by all Masons through-
out Nebraska. Memorial services, which Masons from all over the
state attended, were conducted in his beloved church at Mynard, Ne-
braska and he was laid to rest in the family plot just east of that
community.

The passing of each of these Brethren creates a void in our ranks
which can never be adequately filled. All were a definite part of Ma-
sonry in our great state. While we sorrow with their families in their
loss, yet we know that they have gone on to accomplish the destiny of
all men. It remaing for us to cherish their memory by rededication of
ourselves to the great principles and truths which were exemplified in
their lives. More suitable tribute to our deceased brethren will be
given by the Committee on Fraternal Dead.

VISITATIONS

It would be impossible to set out in detail the many visitations
which were made during the year. It was my purpose to be officially
received in as many of our Subordinate Lodges as possible and it was
a humbling experience to be received in 80 of them. In addition; I was
privileged to make 38 other visitations consisting of the Scottish Rite
Consistory of Omaha, the York Rite Grand Bodies during their annual
sessions and the three Shrine Temples; two installations of Daughters
of the Nile, Job’s Daughters, Order of DeMolay, and a number of Con-
stituent Chapter, Council and Commandery meetings. At many of the
Lodge meetings I presented an untold number of 50-year buttons, sev-
eral Bronze Jordan medals, and as previously noted the Gold Jordan
Medal. I delivered more than 100 addresses at various banquets and
other functions either directly or indirectly associated with Masonry.

On Sunday, June 27th, my own Lodge, Florence No. 281, tendered
me a reception which perhaps was the highlight of my year. It was a
compliment to the Grand Master that all Grand Lodge officers were
present and joined me in receiving more than 500 guests and friends.
My own Eastern Star Chapter, Owaissa No. 296; Royal Arch Chapter



142 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [OMAHA,

No. 61; and Bethel No. 33 Job’s Daughters, participated with my
Lodge in arranging this gala affair. The occasion shall always be a
cherished memory.

Of special note was the visitation on June 30, 1965, to Falls City
No. 9 where I was privileged to participate in their 100th Anniversary
celebration. This was a gala ocecasion, very well attended and well
planned. A beautiful history of the Lodge was compiled and published
under the direction of M.".W. .William B. Wanner. The principal ad-
dress of the evening was given by W. .Walter O. Samuelson, Grand
Orator. Covert Lodge No. 11 also celebrated, on September 29, their
100th Anniversary since being instituted under dispensation and are
this year commemorating the 100th year of their charter.

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations were also held on the occasion of
the 76th Anniversary of Arcana No. 195, on June 22, and Purity No.
198, on October 14,

Several Lodges also celebrated their 50th Anniversary in a most
fitting manner. Included among these were Euclid No. 97, Monument
No. 293 and John J. Mercer No. 290.

In addition to the official reception by our lodges, in all other
meetings I was officially greeted as Grand Master and privileged to
bring greetings from the Grand Lodge and all courtesies were extended.

November 30, was another occasion which I shall never forget,
when at the annual banquet and dinner dance of my own Lodge, I was
presented with a portrait of myself. I was advised that the picture
would henceforth hang in our Lodge room to honor the first Grand
Master that No. 281 has ever had. Grand Lodge officers accompanied
me on practically all of these visitations and the influence of Masonry
has reached to the far corners of the entire state.

OUT-OF-STATE VISITATIONS

In addition to those out-of-state visitations which are noted sepa-
rately in this report, I was privileged to attend the following Grand
Lodge Communications: Canada, in the Province of Ontario; Wyoming,
Iowa, Illinois, Colorado and Kansas. These were all delightful experi-
ences, affording one an opportunity to enjoy the fraternal fellowship
which always exists in these Grand Lodges. I was officially greeted
on all occasions and courtesies far beyond those normally expected,
were extended. Because of previous commitments, I was unable to
accept the invitation of the Grand Lodge of Missouri.

CORNER-STONES

June 28, at the request of the Board of Education of State Normal
Schools and Wayne Lodge No. 120, we laid the corner-stone for the
new Dormitory Building being erected on the Campus of Wayne State
College at Wayne. The new Dormitory will be an imposing structure,
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the tallest one on the Campus upon its completion and is a welcome
addition to the continuing growth of this fine College.

It is worthy to note that this corner-stone laying was a continua-
tion of the policy of the College since its very inception. The corner-
stone of every building has been laid by the Grand Lodge. Every
Grand Lodge Officer was present for this occasion and in addition we
were privileged to have W. .Freeman B. Decker, Past Grand Orator,
and Co-Ordinator for the several State Colleges to give the Oration.

At the request of Scotts Bluff No. 201 and the Board of Education
of the Gering High School, the Grand Lodge laid the corner-stone of
the new Gering Senior High School Building the afternoon of Thurs-
day, August 26. This was a most impressive ceremony witnessed by a
large audience.

The Grand Lodge was escorted by Sir Knights in full uniform pro-
vided by Bethlehem Commandery No. 18 of Gering. Of particular in-
terest was the fact that the Trowel used by M.".W.". William A. Robert-
son, when as Grand Master he laid the corner-stone for the addition to
the old high school building in 1938, was again used on this occasion.
The new school is a million dollar educational plant and is an impor-
tant addition to the school facilities of the eity of Gering.

September 30, the Grand Lodge by invitation relayed through
Rob Morris No. 46, was privileged to lay the corner-stone of the new
William E. Bruner Hall of Science Building on the campus of Kearney
State College. The ceremony was a most impressive one, with the
college band and chorus taking part. Dr. William A. Brandenburg,
president of Wayne State College and Past Grand Orator, gave the
oration on this occasion. It is significant to note that the corner-
stones for most of the buildings at Kearney State College have been
laid by the Grand Lodge commencing with the original administrative
building in 1904.

On a quiet Saturday afternoon in May of 1965, the small com-
munity of Primrose, was about its business as usual when suddenly
out of the Southwest appeared a dark funnel swooping down at the
South end of Main street then veering directly North demolishing
everything in its path. The town was completely demolished, including
the Masonic Temple. Subsequently, the businessmen were undecided
about rebuilding and finally determined that they would wait until the
Masonic Fraternity determined whether they should rebuild. Enthu-
siasm was high among our Brethren in the community and an appeal
went forth from our Grand Lodge to our Subordinate Lodges request-
ing such financial assistance as they were able to give in an effort to
assist our Primrose Brethren to rebuild. The response was most
gratifying, and with the assistance of the Grand Lodge itself, the
Brethren began the erection of a new Temple.

One of the most outstanding privileges of the Grand Lodge this
year was the experience when on January 29, 1966 at the request of
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Crescent No. 143, we laid the corner-stone of the new Masonic Temple.
February 9, it was my pleasure to grant a special dispensation to move
the charter of this Lodge from its temporary quarters in the local
church basement to the Lodge room of the new Temple. The new
Temple stands today in Primrose as a monument to the faith of a small
group of dedicated Masons and an expression of Masonry in action on
the part of the Brethren of Nebraska. All but three Grand Lodge offi-
cers were in attendance on this occasion and the oration was delivered
by our Grand Orator, W.".Walter O. Samuelson.

If ever the image of Masonry was projected properly such was
the case when the Grand Lodge laid the corner-stone of the R. J. Barr
Junior High School and Knickrehm School at Grand Island, on the
afternoon of Saturday, April 23. The request to lay these corner-
stones was made by the Board of Education, School District of Grand
Island, to Ashlar No. 33 and Grand Island No. 318 which Lodges
jointly opened and received the Grand Lodge before the ceremony.
We are pleased to note that every Grand Lodge officer with the excep-
tion of one was in attendance for this occasion. This was the first
time in the history of Nebraska Masonry, at least so far as can be
determined, when two corner-stones were laid at the same time. The
ceremony was kept in the singular throughout and each stone was
properly tested and consecrated according to our time-honored cere-
mony and each in turn was decorated. We were assisted in the cere-
mony by the brass choir and a girls’ vocal group from Barr Junior
High School and girls from the Howard and Westlawn Elementary
Schools served as flower girls.

A very stirring and timely oration was delivered by R.".W.".
Freeman B. Decker, Co-ordinator State Colleges, and Past Grand
Orator of our Grand Lodge. Mount Lebanon Commandery No. 6,
K. .T.'.furnished the escort for the Grand Lodge officers. Judging
from comments the ceremony was a most worthwhile and impressive
first. Following the closing of Grand Lodge the two Grand Island
Lodges presented the Grand Master with a beautifully-engraved trowel
commemorating the occasion and which trowel was used to spread the
cement during the ceremony.

At the request of the Shelton School Board, the Grand Lodge was
privileged to lay the corner-stone of the new Shelton Schools at the
South edge of that thriving community on Friday, April 29. Members
of Shelton No. 99 are to be complimented for their alertness in secur-
ing this request and the fine arrangements which they subsequently
made for this occasion. The corner-stone was laid in the first of a
complex of three buildings calling for an outlet of $650,000 and when
completed will be a most important addition to the educational facili-
ties provided in the Shelton community. The ceremony itself was
attended by a large crowd of people, the largest audience to witness
such a ceremony to this date. Schools were closed and most business




JUNE, 1966} GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA 145

establishments were likewise closed during the ceremony. We were
assisted by the Shelton High School band and a number of young ladies
from the same school served as flower bearers. Our Grand Orator,
W.". Walter O. Samuelson, gave the oration which was a most-spirited
message.

The Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer located on a 267-acre
tract of land just south on the outskirts of Grand Island, Nebraska’s
third largest city, will, when completed, provide a cultural center for
the county and a showecase of history of central Nebraska. Originally
conceived by the late Leo Stuhr it will stand as a Memorial to him and
his pioneer parents as well as the dedicated efforts of many Hall
County citizens. The Museum, organized in 1961, presently has a total
investment of more than $215 million and when completed will be a
complex of buildings housing thousands of items mostly of an his-
torical nature all surrounded by vast recreational-picnic area. It will
be one of the most outstanding educational, historical, and recreational
areas to be found any place in the state and a testimony to all who
had a part in its development.

The Grand Lodge was indeed privileged upon the request of the
Hall County Museum Board of Trustees and the Hall County Board
of Supervisors transmitted through Ashlar No. 33 and Grand Island
No. 318 to lay the corner-stone of the main museum building on the
afternoon of May 21. This was a most impressive ceremony attended
by a large crowd. The oration was delivered by Dr. James C. Olson,
Associate Dean of the Graduate College, University of Nebraska, and
former director of the Nebraska State Historical Society.

At no time can the image of Masonry be projected more forcefully
before those less informed than at a corner-stone-laying ceremony.
We, therefore, urge all Brethren to take such initial steps as are
necessary to invoke requests from the proper authorities when such
buildings as we can properly lay corner-stones for, are about to be
constructed in their communities.

W.'. C. Harold Edwards, our Grand Marshal, deserves a special
commendation for the faithful manner in which he discharged his re-
sponsibilities in the vast amount of detail connected with the organiz-
ing and planning of the eight corner-stone ceremonies which the
Grand Lodge conducted this past year. The Grand Master particularly
is indebted to him for these services.

DEDICATIONS

As previously noted the Grand Lodge was privileged to lay the
corner-stone of the new Masonic Temple housing Crescent No. 143 at
Primrose. On May 21, it was our added pleasure to participate with
our Brethren of that community in the fulfillment of their faith and
courage by dedicating the new temple. M.".W.".Harry A. Spencer,
Grand Master at the time the tornado destroyed the previous temple
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and by whose action the Grand Lodge encouraged the Brethren to take
heart and rebuild, gave the dedicatory address.

BY-LAWS APPROVED

During the year I approved 18 amendments to existing by-laws
for sixteen lodges. Seven of these amendments provided for an increase
in dues; three involved changing the date of regular meetings; two
involved an increase in the remuneration for the Secretary; two pro-
vided for a change for one rather than two regular meetings each
month; another provided for the distribution of dues, part of which
was to be placed in a maintenance fund; another provided for a board
of trustees; one provided for a different date when the regular meeting
fell on a holiday or on the eve of a holiday; one provided for a de-
crease in the amount paid to the Temple Improvement Fund from the
regular dues.

REINSTATEMENTS

Our Committee on Reinstatements continues to perform faithfully
and diligently. Upon their recommendations and my personal con-
siderations, I approved 46 applications for reinstatement.

DISPENSATIONS

I approved sixteen dispensations to confer degrees without regard
to time in instances where candidates were either serving or about to
be inducted into the military service. In eleven instances I granted
dispensations to examine Brethren for proficiency in the Masters de-
gree, the time under our Law for such examination being elapsed. In
each of these twenty-seven cases I felt the circumstances justified
waiving of the fee. In addition, I granted dispensation to Shiloh
Lodge U.".D.".to move their dispensation from the Temple of Centennial
No. 326 to the present location at 3505 Cottonwood Lane, Omaha.

Crescent Lodge No. 143 was granted dispensation to move their
charter from the church basement where they were temporarily holding
Lodge to the auditorium of the local school, for the purpose of receiv-
ing the Grand Lodge, preparatory to laying the corner-stone of their
new Temple. Subsequently, a dispensation was granted to this same
Lodge to move their charter to the new Temple.

Bloomfield No. 218 requested permission to hold an outdoor meet-
ing and confer the Master degree in a secluded spot at a point near the
Missouri River northwest of Bloomfield. I requested an inspection of
the site by W..LaVerne A. Walker, Assistant Custodian, to ascertain
if the proposed site was such that could be tiled and which would lend
itself to this type of meeting. Upon his advice and recommendation, I
issued dispensation to move the charter to the site selected for a meet-
ing on August 19, 1965. I specifically stated that the dispensation was
for that exact date and for that one meeting only.
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In three instances dispensations were issued Lodges to elect one
or more officers out of time, due to various circumstances over which
the Lodge had no control. In two of these instances the fee was waived
and in the third instance the fee of $10.00 was ordered paid. In three
additional instances special dispensation was granted to install officers
who for good reasons had been unable to present themselves for in-
stallation at the regular time. The dispensation fee was waived in
these instances.

MEMORIAL LODGE, U.".D.".

Memorial Lodge, U.".D.". continues to carry on a most necessary
and vital work in the Metropolitan area of Omaha, under the very
capable guidance of W..Robert D. Cresap, Master. This Lodge con-
tinues to fulfill its original purpose and through its officers and thirty-
three brethren composing its membership, projects a most worthwhile
image of Masonry in action. The annual report of the W.".Master dis-
closes that Memorial Lodge conducted the prescribed Masonic funeral
service for twelve of our deceased sojourning Master Masons during
this past year. It is noteworthy that such minor expenses as this
Lodge’s requirements are being taken care of by the Omaha Lodges and
they are to be complimented on their interest.

The minutes of the Lodge disclose that they have received ex-
cellent cooperation from the funeral directors, ministers of the Gospel,
and the home Lodges of the deceased Brethren. In addition they have
received countless words of appreciation and hearty thanks from the
bereaved relatives. Surely this is a labor of love on the part of the
members of the Lodge and our Grand Lodge extends to them our sin-
cere and deep appreciation.

MASONIC HOMES

It has been my pleasure to visit on many occasions during the
year our two homes, The Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth and
The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children at Fremont, and to sit in
on a number of meetings with the Board of Trustees. I attended the
annual stockholders meeting of both Homes. These Homes are in ex-
cellent condition and our Superintendents continue to do outstanding
jobs in the actual operation of these two Grand Lodge functions. The
Superintendent, employees of the Homes, and the trustees are to be
complimented and this Grand Lodge is deeply indebted to all for their
faithfulness and dedication to a great Masonic purpose. It is always
a joy and a thrill to see our children as they are reared in a home
surrounded by a fine Christian atmosphere and provided with those
advantages which would approximate those normally received in a
child’s own home. Especially is it a joy to note the fine facilities
provided at Plattsmouth for those less fortunate than ourselves, our
guests, as they live out their twilight years. Every convenience and
comfort is provided. It makes one proud to be a Mason.
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TRIAL COMMISSIONS

Trials for unmasonic conduct continue to be a problem and it is
regrettable that this year I found it necessary to appoint thirteen trial
commissions. Eight of these cases involved Moral Turpitude, five were
in violation of Sec. 3-102-(D)-Sale of Intoxicating Liquor. Subsequent
action resulted in two expulsions, six indefinite suspensions, one
definite suspension and two trials are still pending. In one of the re-
maining cases, the commission imposed a sentence of probation, pro-
vision for which is not permitted under our Law. In the other case in-
volving a charge of Moral Turpitude, I did not feel that a sentence of
indefinite suspension, as handed down by the commission, was justified
by the facts relating to the case. I appealed this sentence also to the
Committee on Grievances, recommending a sentence of expulsion.
These two appeals will be handled at this session by the Committee on
Grievances.

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES COMMISSIONED

I commissioned Grand Representatives of Nebraska near other
jurisdictions, as follows:

Nathanial Cook Dean, North Carolina; John H. Rehm, New York;
Edward W. Knepper, Japan; and E. W. Nancekivell, Ontario.

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES RECOMMENDED

I recommended the following Brethren to be Grand Representa-
tives of other jurisdictions near Nebraska:

W.".Brothers John H. Brown, 1, Michigan; C. Harold Edwards,
105, Montana; Ralph W. Gerry, 281, Philippines; Charles J. Black,
290, Quebec; Lillard S. Jensen, 232, Sweden; J. ¥. M. Heumann,
290, Germany; and Robert D. Cresap, 290, Grand Lodge Nationale
Francaise.

GRAND CUSTODIAN

Shortly before our last Grand Lodge communication I was faced
with the unpleasant necessity of consulting with W.".Raymond C. Cook,
Grand Custodian, concerning his retirement in view of his impaired
health. It is difficult to see the necessity for retirement by one with
and under whom I had served for many years. However, he felt that in
justice to the Brethren he could not continue and together we began
to consider his successor. It would seem that the Supreme Architect
himself had his hand in our every deliberation and led us directly to
‘W.*.Robert W. Cook, whom we found not only ready but willing to as-
sume the position and provide the continuity so necessary in this work.
That our decision was a wise one has been borne out by the manner in
which the duties of this office have been so capably discharged since
last June following his installation. He has already endeared himself
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to the Brethren of Nebraska and has provided the leadership for his
assistants which has made possible the continued high-level of pro-
ficiency with respect to our work and has made our degree work the
envy of many sister jurisdictions. W.".Brother Cook has been co-
operative not only in his presence at practically all of our meetings
during the year, but also through his program of having present the
Assistant Custodians assigned to any area where the Grand Lodge was
conducting a meeting.

We are assured that through his continued service the activities of
the office of the Grand Custodian is in good hands.

ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS

Upon the recommendation of W.".Brother Cook, I had the pleasure
of appointing and personally presenting commissions as Assistant Cus-
todians to the following dedicated W.".Brothers:

Augustus W. Clark, Grand Island No. 318.
Robert W. Boon, Ashlar No. 33.

Alton S. Mote, Alliance No. 183.

Ralph W. Gerry, Florence No. 281.

Arnold H. Mains, Fremont No. 15.

Nelson W. Rittenburg, East Lincoln No. 210.
Harold J. Oehlerking, Ogalalla, No. 159.

For many years W. .Brothers Jesse P. Entrekin and Ward B.
Schrack served our Grand Lodge as Assistant Custodians. We were
saddened to learn of the death of Brother Entrekin on October 14,
1965 in Oxnard, California where he was making his home, and on
February 17, 1966, we were advised of the death of Brother Schrack in
Denver where he had lived since retirement. Both of these Brethren
were Assistant Custodians Emeriti at the time of their passing.

COMMITTEE ON MASONIC EDUCATION

One of the greatest continuing activities of your Grand Lodge is
the service being performed by the Committee on Education. During
the year this Committee planned and presented eleven area meetings,
each geographically located to the extent that every Lodge in the state
had an opportunity to participate and learn the important aspects of
Masonie Education in their own Lodges, as is being promulgated by
our Grand Lodge committee.

That these meetings are proving more valuable each year is evi-
denced by the increased attendance and the enthusiasm of the Officers
and Brethren of our subordinate Lodges. That they are proof of further
help is reflected by the fact that because of matters of law being dis-
cussed in these meetings the Grand Master has been in receipt of only
a few requests for decisions. The members themselves are making
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these decisions according to the Law of the Grand Lodge as pointed
out and discussed in these Educational groups. Constant research is
made by the Committee to improve the format for these meetings and

the program itself is being expanded as rapidly as is possible and con-
sistant.

We note that a number of Grand Lodges have become inter-
ested in our particular program and inquired for information which
they might incorporate in their own Educational program. It has been
the purpose of your Grand Master this past year that officers and
members throughout the state become better acquainted with the
Grand Lodge Officers and accordingly the Officers were requested to
be present and participate in these meetings. Because of their deep
devotion and desire to be of service most of them were always present
and it was a thrill to note the enthusiastic manner in which they were
greeted by their Brethren. The Grand Master was the principal speaker
at the banquet following each afternoon session and this brought
opportunity to present a Masonic message to several thousand of our
Brethren and their wives. Much credit for this fine program must go
to our dedicated chairman, W.".Howard J. Hunter, who has brought
additional distinction to Masonry in Nebraska by his election last fall
as President of the Mid-West Conference on Masonic Education in an-
nual session at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. This conference is composed of
twelve Grand Lodges in the Mid-West.

It is sad to advise the loss by death of Dr. and W.".Roy W.
Deal who was a member of the committee and had been such for many

years. His contribution to Masonic Education was great and his ser-
vices will be greatly missed.

A more complete resume of the activities of this committee will be
presented by Brother Hunter later in this session.

MID-WEST CONFERENCE ON MASONIC EDUCATION

I attended the above-noted conference in annual session in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, October 21-23, 1965. This conference is composed of
twelve Grand Lodges in the Mid-West and is always an enjoyable ex-
perience. Here members of the conference exchange ideas, discuss the
programs of Masonic Education being carried on in the several juris-
dictions, and canvass the entire field of Masonic Education. From this
meeting always come additional ideas which have been incorporated in
our own program of Education.

As previously noted the Chairman of our Committee on Masonic
Education was elected President of the Conference for the current year.

SHILOH LODGE U..D.'.
One of my great concerns and which I have often mentioned has
been the lack of effort towards establishing new lodges in the metro-
politan areas which might compensate to some extent for the loss of
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smaller lodges in rural areas. I, therefore, was thrilled when a group
of interested and dedicated Omaha Masons approached me several
months prior to our last annual communication seeking information
relative to the formation of a new lodge in Omaha. It was their hope
that such a lodge could be established in the western area of the city
which has expanded through the construction of thousands of new
homes within the past few years. Being convinced of their sincerity, I
encouraged them as much as possible and subsequently they re-
quested a dispensation to form a new lodge to be known as Shiloh
Lodge U.".D.". After complying with the procedure set forth in our
Law, and having been advised by the Grand Custodian, W.".Robert
W. Cook, that the Brethren were qualified and capable of conferring the
degrees, 1 granted such dispensation on September 8, 1965, and con-
stituted the Lodge at the Hall of Centennial No. 326 who had offered
the facilities of their lodge. Subsequently, these Brethren found suit-
able quarters for a new Lodge at 3505 Cottonwood Lane, Omaha, which
is a rapidly expanding new community in the northwestern area of
Omaha. The Brethren completed all the remodeling and secured the
necessary furnishings and upon being advised that the new quarters
fulfilled all requirements of a lodge, I gave permission to move their
dispensation to the new location. Since last September they have
proved without any question that they are now well-established and
quite capable of carrying on the business of a Masonic Lodge. When
work was halted on April 30, and their records turned over to Grand
Lodge, it was found that they had raised five Master Masons, and a
number of degrees are pending at this time. Their finances are in
excellent shape as is reflected by their financial statement. Enthusiasm
runs high among the Brethren and it was not unusual to find 35 or
more in attendance out of an approximate membership of 50 at their
various meetings. Having complied with all requirements of our Law,
demonstrated their ability and dedication, I strongly urge and recom-
mend that their request for a charter, which now has been applied for,
be granted at this annual communication.

TEMPLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

I have been guided all year by this committee, under the chair-
manship of W.'.Otto Nelsen, with respect to a number of instances
where Lodges were seeking approval for remodeling their present
quarters, and in some instances the purchase of new facilities for
Lodge halls. In each instance I have followed the recommendations of
the Committee. The activities of our Lodges in this respect have in-
volved a considerable amount of money, but in only one instance was a
request made from the Grand Lodge to finance remodeling. I referred
this request to the Grand Trustees. The activities of this committee
are invaluable to the Grand Master, and we are deeply indebted to
these members for the many hours spent and the thousands of miles
traveled in their effort to guide the thinking of the lodges involved
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and to provide the information for the Grand Master, upon which to
make proper decisions. A complete report will be made by the Chair-
man of the Committee during this Communication.

GRAND TRUSTEES AND COMMITTEE ON
GRAND LODGE OFFICES

No one can fully appreciate the great amount of service rendered
our Grand Lodge throughout the year by these two Committees unless
one has been privileged to sit in on their meetings. Such has been the
opportunity of your Grand Master. It is an education in itself to note
the thoroughness of our Grand Trustees as they handle our funds and
particularly the investment program which they follow, which program
has shown a continued increase in our income each year through the
investments they wisely make. The Committee on Grand Lodge Offices
is to be complimented for their continued service in watching over
and guiding our Grand Lodge Office functions and the faithfulness in
which they discharge their responsibilities.

During the year these two committees have been making a thor-
ough study of the accounting and bookkeeping procedures of our
Grand Lodge. Particularly have they been concerned with the existence
of so many special funds which it would seem are unnecessary and
only add to the accounting procedures presently being carried on.
These Committees, following this thorough study and after consulta-
tion with our Certified Public Accountant will at this session make a
report and specific recommendations with respect to these various
funds. Having a first-hand knowledge of the situation and the
further advantage of the thinking of these Committees with respect to
these matters, I concur in their recommendations and strongly urge
the adoption of same.

GRAND LODGE OFFICES

During our last annual communication the Grand Lodge author-
ized removal of our Grand Lodge offices from the fourth to the second
floor of the Masonic Temple in Omaha, and at the same time provided
funds for the remodeling of the new quarters. Work went forward
immediately in this connection, and last March our offices were moved
to the very spacious and beautiful new quarters. The new location is
much more adapted to the necessary functions of our Grand Lodge
and permits all functions of the Grand Lodge, such as the office of the
Grand Secretary, the office of the Grand Custodian and The Nebraska
Masonic Home to be housed within the same area. The new offices
have been completely refurnished and we can take pride that here
again the image of Masonry is felt most forcefully by the many vis-
itors who enter the new quarters each day. In addition to the above
mentioned activities the new quarters also provide for a new library
and museum, which is rapidly being established under the direction of
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our Grand Historian, W.".George W. Rosenlof, where many historical
items are being catalogued and properly displayed.

The Grand Lodge is indebted to the Chairman of the Committee on
Grand Lodge Offices, W.".Herman G. Reinholz, who served as liaison
man between the architect, the Masonic Temple Craft, and our Grand
Lodge. Through his untiring and unceasing efforts and those of
others on his Committee, we have today the most modern and beautiful
Grand Lodge offices that can be found anywhere in the country. In
addition, he has spent countless hours working with W. .Brother
Rosenlof in establishing our fine library and museum. These offices
are observing open house throughout this Grand Lodge Communication
and before leaving all are urged to visit and inspect the new quarters.

CONSOLIDATIONS AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE
GRAND MASTER

The Advisory Committee continues to be of inestimable help to
the Grand Master and through their dedicated service we are rapidly
moving to the point where many of our Lodges through consultation
with this Committee are being strengthened and others are being
guided towards an eventual consolidation where these Lodges find them-
selves unable to carry on and where such action is deemed advisable.
Under their guidance the Brethren of Valley No. 157 at their regular
meeting on March 8, voted to consolidate with Beaver City No. 93 and
on March 14, Beaver City No. 93 voted to accept Valley No. 157 in
consolidation. On March 16, I proclaimed the consolidation of these two
Lodges. I am sure this action will not only strengthen Masonry in
the communities affected, but will prove a happy solution for the
continued enjoyment of each Brother’s fellowship in the fraternity.

There are at present two or three additional instances where con-
solidations are the only answer to the problems confronting several of
our Lodges and the efforts of our Committee will be of immense help
in the future planning of these Lodges.

GOLD JORDAN MEDAL

On January 24, 1966 word was received that Brother William
Manning, holder of the Gold Jordan Medal, had passed away at the
Fillmore County Hospital following an illness of a week’s duration. As
Guy Williams would say—he was 97 going on 98 years. Thus ended
the Masonic service of a most devoted and dedicated Mason who had
served our fraternity in all phases since being raised as a Master
Mason on April 26, 1830. His span of service to the Fraternity covers
a period of more than 76 years. It was a great thrill for many of us to
be present when his Lodge, Geneva No. 79, honored him in April of
1965 upon his 75th anniversary as a Mason. Brother Manning received
his 50-year button May 21, 1940 and the Bronze Jordon Medal on Au-
gust 20, 1955. At a most impressive ceremony he was presented the
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Gold Jordan Medal on September 7, 1961, by our Grand Lodge which
designated him as the oldest member in Nebraska in point of years of
membership. The presentation was made by our then presiding Grand
Master, M.".W. .Herbert A. Ronin. Appropriate memorial services were
held January 26 in his church at Geneva, and he was laid to rest in the
Geneva cemetery with Geneva No. 79 conducting Masonic graveside
services.

Following the death of Brother Manning, diligent search was made
to determine the next recipient of the Gold Jordan Medal. Records dis-
closed that W.'.Brother Frank Quante of Trestle Board No. 162, Brock,
was the next oldest Mason in the state in point of years of membership.
He was made an Entered Apprentice Mason on October 13, passed to
the degree of Fellow Craft on November 10, and received his Master
degree December 8, 1894, Thus he has been a Mason for almost 72
years. He received his 50-year button on November 22, 1944 and the
Bronze Jordan Medal on October 7, 1958. It was a great privilege and
a distinet thrill to be present at Trestle Board Lodge on the evening of
March 15, where together with many of our Grand Lodge officers I
had the pleasure of presenting our Gold Jordan Medal to Brother
Quante. Although confined principally to his wheel chair and almost
totally blind, Brother Quante is very alert and his quick wit and gay
conversation endeared him to all of us on this occasion. Brother Quante
has had a most active life in Masonry being Past Master of his Lodge,
and he has been an inspiration to his Brethren throughout his life.
Both his father and grandfather were members and Past Masters of
Trestle Board Lodge and his four sons have followed in his footsteps
and two of them were present and assisted in this memorable occasion.

TABLE LODGES

For the past two years we have been encouraging Table Lodge
observance by our subordinate Lodges particularly on the traditional
Saints John the Baptist and Evangelist Anniversaries. Because Table
Lodges in some jurisdictions are conducted in the Entered Apprentice
Degree I felt there could be some conflict between the opening and
closing of these Lodges with our regular procedure. In this connection
I directed the chairman of our Committee on Education to devise a new
format which would not in any way conflict with our standard work.
This format was completed early in the year and in those instances
where Table Lodges have been held it has served its purpose very well.

Three Lodges, namely Bellevue No. 325, Wahoo No. 59, and Wis-
ner No. 114 conducted a Table Lodge during the year. I was privileged
to attend and take part in the one at Wisner. These are most impres-
sive ceremonies and I heartily recommend that our Lodges be further
encouraged to make these ceremonies part of their year’s activities.
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MASONIC RELIEF ASSOCIATION OF UNITED STATES AND
CANADA

Accompanied by R.".W.".Grand Secretary Carl R. Greisen and Mrs.
Greisen, Mrs. Sylvester and I attended the biennial session of the Ma-
sonic Relief Association of United States and Canada in Reno, Nevada
on September 23 through the 25th. It was a most interesting and worth-
while meeting and we were privileged to learn first-hand once again
of the great amount of service being rendered to our less fortunate
brethren, their widows and orphans through the many local Relief As-
sociations and Employment Bureaus located throughout our two great
countries. As is well known, this part of Masonry is very seldom made
public in view of the fact that Masonry, because of its teachings in-
herent in its basic fundamentals has never believed, and rightfully so,
that our broad benevolent program should be widely disseminated. In
addition to the large charitable program being carried out, other mat-
ters processed through the Association disclosed that endless visits
were made by Masons from local relief associations to the bedside of
Masons in hospitals throughout the country; endeavors were made to
locate some 67 missing persons and 306 lost receipts for dues had been
reported. In addition, many cases of individuals attempting to fraudu-
lently receive or secure monies from our Grand Lodges by non-Masons
who had secured somehow or another paid-up dues receipts. All of this
information is constantly channeled to our Grand Lodges and is most
helpful to us in an effort to cope with the many situations which occur
in each Grand Lodge during the year.

Of special note was the report given by the Grand Secretary of
Washington on the great “Alaskan Earthquake.” It was a most touch-
ing and emotional scene as colored pictures were shown depicting the
havoe and subsequent great loss of property and life to many of our
Brethren in that stricken area. The fact that Masons and Grand
Lodges responded so generously through our association is evidence
once again that the bonds of fraternal brotherhood are most meaning-
ful and that all are willing to discharge their obligations for a worth-
while endeavor. Truly this is Masonry in action at its finest.

A fitting tribute to M.".W.' .Lewis E. Smith, past President of the
Association, serving through 1934-35, was presented by R.".W.'.Carl
R. Greisen.

I was the only presiding Grand Master present and as such was
privileged to deliver an address on the subject “Masonry.” I also
served as Chairman of the Auditing Committee.

Nebraska continues to be recognized in this association through
the re-election of Carl R. Greisen, past President, as Treasurer. The
Grand Lodge of Nebraska not only is a member of this Association but
has in its jurisdiction two relief boards located at Omaha and Linecoln
which are rendering valuable relief services. That our Brethren may be
more fully cognizant of the great work of these two boards, I have
asked that each give a summary of their work in this connection.
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Following the annual dinner, I had the great thrill of presenting
to M.".W.".Harry H. Atkinson of Reno, Nevada, a beautifully engraved
certificate in appreciation attesting to his service as the Grand Repre-
sentative of Nebraska near the Grand Lodge of Nevada for a period
of more than fifty years. Brother Atkinson is the oldest Grand Repre-
sentative in point of years of service among our Grand Representatives
rear other Grand Lodges. He was appointed to his present position
June 19, 1911 and has served continuously since. He responded in a
most humble and sincere manner.

REMOVAL OF CORNER-STONE FROM OLD CITY HALL
BUILDING, OMAHA

A most unusual and rare occasion this year was the recovery of
the old corner-stone from the ruins of the City Hall building in Omaha.
When the old City Hall was sold to the Woodmen of the World Life
Insurance Society our attention was called to the existence of this
stone which had been laid June 10, 1890 by the then presiding Grand
Master, M.".W.".John J. Mercer. Having received the consent of the
Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society and with their full
cooperation, we not only took possession of the stone, which ineci-
dentally weighs six tons, but also recovered the casket, which was
found in the top of the stone rather than the bottom where it would
customarily have been placed. The stone itself was removed to the
grounds of the Masonic Manor in Omaha, where it has been suitably
placed as an historical object. The copper casket has remained sealed
and the contents will be brought to light when the box is opened at an
appropriate ceremony during this Grand Lodge Communication.

GRAND HISTORIAN

We are indebted to our Grand Historian, W..George W. Rosenlof,
for his continued efforts to uncover much of the historical background
of our Fraternity in Nebraska. His latest contribution has been the
preparation and publishing in book form of a number of the orations
delivered in Grand Lodge Communications from 1857 to 1882. This
monumental work involved a great deal of research and one must read
them to appreciate their beauty and the inspiration provided there-
from. This work was commenced at the request of M.".W. .Harry A.
Spencer, who foresaw in these orations the great possibilities of the
educational value to our Subordinate Lodge Educational Committees.
These orations are now being placed in the hands of our Lodges and
in addition are available for distribution to the Brethren at this
Communication.

In addition to completion of this monumental work, Brother Rosen-
lof is currently engaged in the establishment of our new Library and
museum. He has brought forth many historical objects which have
laid buried for years, and upon its completion our new Library and
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museum will prove to be one of the most valuable adjuncts of our
Grand Lodge.

At my request he will during the ensuing year endeavor to write
a history of the formation and subsequent activities carried on through
the office of the Grand Custodian. This project when completed
should also add much to the historical background of our Grand Lodge.

GRAND MASTERS’ CONFERENCE

This Conference continues to be a most worthwhile and educational
meeting. It was held in Washington, D. C. February 23-25. It was in-
spiring to become acquainted and visit with all the Grand Masters of
the North American continent together with a number of Grand Mas-
ters from other jurisdictions. While this Conference cannot bind any
Grand Lodge nevertheless the various reports and discussions of the
activities taking place in other Grand Lodges is most educational and
for each one present to return to his Grand Lodge with a greater
appreciation for the contribution which Masonry is making to unite
all in a great bond of fraternal brotherhood. Here we listened to a
number of debates on the more serious problems which are confronting
Masonry and while the actions being taken in some Grand Lodges did
not meet with unanimous approval, they were nevertheless stimulating
and thought provoking. One of the most beneficial activities of the
conference is the report of the Commission on Information for Recog-
nition. This Committee constantly studies and makes available infor-
mation regarding the situation in those countries where Masonry is
undergoing internal difficulties. It is through this information that
each Grand Master is enabled to make recommendations with respect
to recognizing or withdrawing recognition of other Jurisdictions, if in
his judgment such action is advisable.

Preceding the Grand Masters Conference I attended the Annual
Meeting of the George Washington Masonic National Memorial Asso-
ciation. M.".W.".Charles F. Adams continues to bring recognition to
Nebraska through his service as a Trustee of this Association. Dur-
ing this meeting I was appointed Chairman of a Committee of six
Grand Masters to represent the Association at the Wreath Laying
Ceremony at the tomb of George Washington at Mt. Vernon.

As chairman I gave the Memorial Tribute, which Tribute is made
a part of this report.

Monday, February 21, was devoted to an all-day meeting of the
Masonic Service Association, of which the Grand Lodge of Nebraska
is a member. It was a revelation, in listening to the many reports of
the great amount of service being rendered by this association particu-
larly with respect to its hospital visitation program, relief work, and
Masonic Education endeavors. I was privileged to serve during this
meeting and throughout this next year as a member of the Committee
on Hospital Visitations. I am pleased to advise I was able to place in
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nomination M.".W.'. Herbert A. Ronin as an executive commissioner of
the Masonic Service Association for the Central States to succeed him-
self for another year. M.".W. .Brother Ronin will make a detailed re-
port at this session of the Association’s activities, which will contain
a recommendation to this Grand Lodge. I heartily support the recom-
mendation and sincerely trust that it will be adopted.

TRIBUTE TO WASHINGTON

By M.".W.'.Louis V. Sylvester, Grand Master of Nebraska
On the occasion of laying a wreath on his tomb in the name of

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial
Association, February 22, 1966.

Under the All-seeing Eye of the Supreme Architect of the Uni-
verse, we are privileged to meet here today, once again to pay tribute
to the memory of that greatest of all Americans, our Brother George
Washington.

Within the walls of this tomb are enshrined the mortal remains of
our Illustrious Brother. Although his voice has long been stilled, and
he has gone on to accomplish the destiny of all mankind, his deeds of
valor, his words of wisdom and counsel, his statesmanship, exemplary
character, his high ideals as taught by Masonry, remain to inspire
us to greater achievements in behalf of our government, all mankind,
and our beloved Fraternity.

While all America pays homage to the Father of Our Country on
this, the anniversary date of his birth, we as Masons especially revere
his memory as one of our most distinguished predecessors in the Fra-
ternity. However, for us rightfully to bask in his reflected glory we
must truly emulate in our own lives the great tenets of our profession
which were so beautifully portrayed in the pattern of his accom-
plishments.

Through his great devotion to his Country and to our Craft we
have been bequeathed an immortal heritage. That we may justly claim
this heritage, it remains for us, here and now, to rededicate our lives
to the same measure of devotion which he rendered to his Country
and his Brethren.

In the spirit of dedication we, on behalf of The George Washington
Masonic National Memorial Association, and through it the Masons of
the North American Continent, deposit this wreath.

HURRICANE BETSY

On October 1, our Grand Lodge received an appeal from M.".W.'.
Woodrow Downs, Grand Master of Louisiana, relayed through the
Masonic Service Association of United States, for help in alleviating
the distress suffered by our Brethren and their families due to Hurri-
cane Betsy as it swept throughout that state. Many of our Brethren
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were left temporarily homeless, in need of food, clothing, and other
necessities, all of which the Grand Lodge of Louisiana was attempting
to furnish but found the load so heavy that they felt the necessity of
appealing to their Brethren throughout the country. The need being
so urgent, I authorized our Grand Secretary to forward from our
Relief Fund the amount of $500.00 through the Masonic Service Asso-
ciation to be used in this humanitarian effort.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE

Agreeable to action taken at our last annual communication,
whereby I was directed to appoint a committee of not less than three
nor more than five Past Grand Masters to re-evaluate the original
purpose for the establishment of The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for
Children, to determine if it is fulfilling its original purpose and make
such recommendations as they thought advisable at this Grand Lodge
Communication, I appointed a committee consisting of M.".W. .Brothers
Thomas J. Aron as chairman, together with Edward Huwaldt, John E.
Beaver. Unfortunately M.".W. .John E. Beaver passed away, but being
advised by the Chairman that the full committee had made its investi-
gation prior to his death, I did not feel it necessary to make another
appointment to fill the vacancy. This Committee has spent a great deal
of time in carrying out the wishes of this Grand Lodge and it is my
understanding that they have completed their re-evaluation and will
make a report at this Communication together with their recom-
mendations.

DECISIONS

1. A Lodge inquired as to the status of those members of its
Lodge who had signed a petition for a dispensation to form a new
Lodge, citing Section 2-101 and particularly the last paragraph under
such Section. It was the Lodge’s contention that those signing the
petition had lost all their privileges in their Lodge. I ruled that Section
2-101 was not applicable in this case as no dispensation to form a new
Lodge had as yet been issued and these members retained all their
rights and privileges until such dispensation was granted with the
exception that they were not permitted to vote on the request for such
dispensation when it was presented to their Lodge for consideration
and action.

2. The Master of a Lodge advised that an oral objection had been
made to the passing of an Entered Apprentice Brother. He asked if
this was a legal objection and whether or not the Brother objecting
must give his reasons. I replied that Section 2-1101, Sub-section (E)
fully covered this case and ruled that the objector must give his reason
or reasons for such objection and the Master would then make his own
decision and if he did not deem the reasons for the objection valid he
must then advise the objector who would have the right of appeal.
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3. Damascus Chapter No. 25, R.".A.".M."., Norfolk, requested a
ruling with reference to a Brother petitioning for the degrees of the
Royal Arch without passing a Proficiency examination in the Master’s
Degree, the Brother being a member of a Wisconsin Lodge which
Grand Lodge does not require an examination in this Degree. He had
received his second and third Degrees in Illinois, which, likewise, does
not require an examination in the third Degree. I ruled that the
Brother was a Nebraska resident and, therefore, subject to our Code,
that he could not petition for the Chapter Degrees until he complied
with the provisions of Section 2-402. He should request a Nebraska
Lodge to instruct and examine him as to his proficiency in the Master
Degree and then petition such appendant body as he might desire.

4. McCook No. 135 advised that they had a petitioner with an
artificial limb extending above the knee and requested a decision as to
eligibility. They further requested an opinion as to what constitutes
“practical control” as set out in Sec. 2-904 of our Law as amended in
1960. With reference to the first instance, I referred the Lodge to such
Sec. 2-904 pointing out the decision in this case was for the Master
and his Lodge rather than the Grand Master. In doing so, I pointed
out that the decision must be based on whether or not the petitioner
with his artificial limb could substantially comply and conform to our
rites and ceremonies and that the Lodge would be held strictly account-
able for its decision. As to the matter of what constitutes “practical
control,” I advised that in my opinion if the petitioner could walk with-
out a cane, kneel and turn the foot in and out and could substantially
comply with all other rites and ceremonies, this would constitute
‘“practical control.”

5. The Master of Lily No. 154 advised that upon news of a
Brother’s death in the East, the family had requested Masonic services
for the deceased upon the return of the body. All arrangements were
made with the family after which the Lodge learned that the deceased
Brother’s remains were being returned in the form of ashes. The ruling
requested was two-fold; first, could the Lodge conduct the services in
view of the fact the body had been reduced to ashes and secondly,
could the word “ashes” be substituted for that of body as is contained
in our regular service. A careful search of the Law revealed no ruling
on any similar situation. I ruled that the condition of the remains of
the Brother had no bearing on the situation, that the ashes constituted
the earthly remains of our Brother and that they not only could, but
must upon request of the family conduct Masonic services. I further
ruled that no innovation in our work could be made and the Masonic
service must be given exactly as adopted by the Grand Lodge.

6. A Lodge requested a ruling regarding the use of Lodge funds
to purchase a calf for our Masonic Eastern-Star Home for Children at
Fremont. I ruled that such funds could be used for this purpose inas-
much as this would be in the nature of a contribution to the support
of the Home.
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7. Rawalt No. 138 asked if it were possible to grant a dispensa-
tion waiving the requirement of twelve months residence within the
jurisdietion of the Lodge and accept a petition from a prospective can-
didate. They cited the Petitioner’s fine character, the fact that he had
lived in or near their jurisdiction all his life, and that his father held
membership in their Lodge. I advised that the Grand Master had no
such authority, that Section 2-803 of our Law was quite clear and that
irrespective of certain circumstances as related, they could not receive
the petition until such time as the full twelve months requirement had
been complied with,

8. The Secretary of Grand Island Lodge No. 318 advised that
some of the Brethren of the various Lodges in and around Grand Island
were taking pleasure in reporting that our Code, regarding disqualifi-
cations, had been changed with reference to the manufacture and sale
of intoxicating liquors. These Brethren were of the opinion that one
who operates a liquor store, but neither owns it nor does his name
appear on the license, was eligible to petition. They asked for my
opinion. I replied that Section 2-904 of our code as amended in 1960
had not changed in any way the qualifications of a petitioner with
respect to this portion of our Law. I not only gave my opinion but
ruled that one engaged in the sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage,
regardless of whether he was the licensee and/or the owner, was
disqualified.

9. Mason City No. 170 advised that a petition for initiation had
been requested by one whose left leg had been amputated six inches
below the knee. They pointed out he had an artificial limb with a shoe
and felt that the petitioner qualified. They asked my approval before
proceeding further. I replied that my approval was not necessary and
under Section 2-904 of our Code, the decision in this case was left to
the Master and the Lodge. In doing so, I pointed out that the decision
must be based on whether or not the petitioner with his artificial limb
could substantially comply and conform to our Rites and Ceremonies,
and that the Lodge would be held strictly accountable for the decision.

10. Friend No. 73 asked whether the requirement of Proficiency in
the Master Degree on the part of one of their Brethren could be
waived to permit his wife to petition for Eastern Star membership.
They cited the fact that the Brother had been raised approximately
two months prior to this request and that he was leaving for the armed
services within a few days. Held in spite of the circumstances stated it
is not possible to waive this requirement and that a certificate of good
standing could not be issued for this purpose. Under Section 2-402 of
our Code, a Brother must have completed his proficiency before his
membership may be used for eligibility for any of the organizations as
enumerated under Section 3-102 (N).

11. Several brethren of Shiloh Lodge U.'.D.".requested demits in
their favor for the purpose of petitioning as Charter members when
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the Petition for Charter is made to Grand Lodge. Covert Lodge with-
neld granting these demits citing as their reason that certificates of
transfer rather than demits should be issued in conformity with Sec-
tion 2-1401 of our by-laws. I held that in my opinion this section was
not applicable in this instance inasmuch as the petitioners for demits
were not seeking to affiliate with another Lodge but were desirous of
becoming charter members of a new Lodge if and when the Charter
was granted. Under Section 2-203—Charter Members—it clearly pro-
vides that those who sign the petition for a charter must forward their
demits therewith. I, therefore, held that these Brethren could not be
refused their demits under Section 2-203 and directed that such demits
be issued when requested in proper form.

WASHINGTON LODGE NO. 21

Following the annual election of officers of Washington No. 21,
complaints alleging certain irregularities in connection with the elec-
tion were lodged with the Grand Master. They were of such a nature
that I felt called upon to make a personal investigation. This I did
accompanied by our Grand Custodian, W. .Robert W. Cook. I learned
through this investigation that there were indeed irregularities and
that they were of such magnitude that they could not be overlooked. I
learned further that the entire Lodge membership, as a result of the
irregularities, had become disunited and a spirit of antagonism had
reached a point where the unity of the Lodge had been seriously dis-
rupted. In fact, a number of the membars indicated that if this was
Masonry in action, then they wanted no part of same and were taking
the stand that they would not again be in attendance at Lodge meet-
ings. The image of Masonry had, through the action taken as a result
of these irregularities, been severely damaged in this community as
well as in neighboring communities where other Lodges are located.
Under the circumstances, I felt that I had no alternative but to take
such action as I believed necessary in an effort to restore unity and
harmony in the Lodge. Therefore, acting under the authority which I
felt was vested in me as Grand Master, I invalidated the election of
the officers, declared such election null and void, and ordered a new
election at a date which I would set as quickly as was convenient to do
so. I further directed that during the interim period there was to be
no electioneering for candidates nor the imposing of one brother’s will
upon another in respect to how or for whom he should vote. Subse-
quently, I set a date for the election of officers and with this notice
summoned the resident members of the Lodge to appear at the Lodge
hall on this occasion. A large majority of the Brethren responded to
the summons and prior to the election I issued a severe oral reprimand
to the Lodge for countenancing action which in my judgment was
unmasonic and advising that by this action they had placed the charter
of their Lodge in jeopardy. Assisted by other Grand Lodge officers, I
then proceeded to preside at this election and what I felt had been a
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complete injustice at the first election was righted. I am pleased to
advise that peace and harmony once again prevail and that continuing
progress is now being made.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. With respect to a ruling requested of me regarding the issu-
ance of certificates of transfer or demits to those members of a Lodge
desiring to become charter members of a new lodge, there appears to
be some conflict in our by-laws. Section 2-203—Charter Members—
requires that a petitioner for a Lodge charter must forward his demit
therewith. While Section 2-1401—Demits—requires that one desiring
to affiliate with another Lodge must apply in writing to his Lodge for
a certificate of membership for the purpose of securing a demit. While
I do not feel that these two sections are in conflict; one having to do
with affiliation and the other having to do with a request to become a
charter member of a new Lodge, yet, there is an area which provides
for some controversy. I, therefore, recommend that this question of
demits and certificates of transfer, under the sections above noted, be
referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence and they be directed to
recommend such changes in our by-laws as may be necessary or ad-
visable which will eliminate controversy in the future under a simi-
lar circumstance.

2. Section 2-513 of our Law provides that each Subordinate Lodge
shall have a committee on membership. The name of this Committee
in the opinion of many is somewhat of a misnomer and time and again
has been referred to by Brethren attending Area Educational Meetings
as a Committee to Secure New Members for the Lodge. Irrespective of
the fact that the duties of this committee are specifically set out in our
Law, yet the facts of life would indicate that very few are familiar
with these duties and in many cases do not know that they are in-
cluded in our Law. It is my opinion that this committee should have a
more realistic title which in itself would signify its particular function.
I, therefore, recommend that Section 2-513 of our Law be amended by
adding the word “sustaining” in the title between the words “member-
ship” and “committee,” thus reading: Membership Sustaining Com-
mittee, and that similar insertion be made in line four of this section
preceding the word “membership.”

3. Except where our Law recognizes concurrent jurisdiction, ter-
ritorial jurisdiction is generally that distance half-way in an airline
to each surrounding chartered Lodge. Unfortunately, we have a con-
siderable number of Lodges which due to circumstances beyond their
control now find themselves in a position where their membership is
such as to make it impossible for them to confer the degrees if they
should receive a petition, and indeed it is difficult on occasions to even
muster enough members to open a regular meeting. While the Grand
Lodge is cognizant of this situation and is moving slowly but surely to
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correct many of the resultant problems being thereby created, yet
there exists the question of jurisdiction which would prohibit prospec-
tive petitioners joining a stronger Lodge and receiving in a proper and
impressive manner their degree work. This, of course, could be over-
come by the granting of a waiver but unfortunately, the Lodge re-
taining jurisdiction often refuses to grant such waiver, guarding
Jjealously their rights, even though they know they are not in a posi-
tion to adequately confer the degree work.

In addition, in many of these instances we find that the Temple
and facilities of the Lodge are such that they would not attract a
candidate if the potential were there.

Another situation involving jurisdictional lines, to which we have
paid little or no attention, is that which we find developing in the
large metropolitan areas. Hardly a day goes by but that these areas
are becoming larger through annexation of large tracts of land. Each
time one of these new housing developments is taken into the cor-
porate limits, the jurisdictional lines of the Lodges within the area are
increased and those of surrounding Lodges are proportionally de-
creased. It is conceivable that some of our smaller surrounding lodges
near metropolitan areas could find their jurisdictional lines extending
only to the corporate or village line. In an effort to provide some
relief and a more equitable situation, I recommend that our Law now
be changed to eliminate all jurisdictional lines, and this recommendation
be laid over for consideration at our 110th Annual Communication.

4. With the shift in population from the rural to the metropolitan
areas, many of our smaller communities are rapidly disappearing and
with them our Masonic Lodges which are located therein. Regardless
of the fact that every effort is made to sustain these small Lodges,
we must look at the picture objectively and realize that over a period
of time we will either be forced to consolidate or secure the charters
of some of these Lodges. While this is most regrettable, yet I feel
the most unfortunate aspect of the entire situation is that no new
Lodges are being formed in the large areas to compensate for the loss
in our rural communities. I feel strongly that the Grand Lodge itself
must take a more active interest in the formation of new Lodges in
these areas where the expanding population has reached the point
where a new Lodge could be organized and supported. It appears to
me that an area where the Grand Lodge could be most helpful would
be that of providing limited financial assistance to an interested group
of Brethren to the point where they could organize and rent suitable
quarters for a lodge, such aid being for a period of possibly two or
three months. I, therefore, recommend that the incoming Grand Master
appoint a committee of three to work in conjunction with the Grand
Trustees to determine the advisability and feasibility of establishing a
revolving fund from which small sums could be borrowed to assist in
the formation of new lodges where it is found to be desirable.
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5. Section 2-1002 provides for a Questionnaire to be filled out in
full, signed and returned to the lodge prior to the ballot on the
petition. With our new Educational System in operation, where the
Cammittee on Education call at the home of the petitioner, visit with
him and his family and leave required booklets on Masonry, the Ques-
tionnaire seems obsolete. Our Grand Secretary has discussed this mat-
ter with the Secretaries at all of our eleven Area Meetings and it was
the unanimous opinion of the Lodge Secretaries that the Questionnaire
be discontinued and that some of the questions on the Questionnaire
be added to the petition for the degrees of Masonry. This matter has
been discussed with all Grand Officers and they concur. I therefore,
recommend that the Grand Secretary be authorized to prepare a new
form of petition including such questions as may be necessary from
the Questionnaire and that Section 2-1002 be amended to eliminate
any reference to the Questionnaire.

STATE OF THE CRAFT

In general the state of the Craft is good. From first-hand infor-
mation and personal observation the Craft is making headway and
with proper incentive and continued leadership, future improvement
and advancement can be expected. There continues to be, however, a
small minority of Lodges, which because of lack of leadership and the
unwillingness to cooperate in the Grand Lodge program, find them-
selves in serious difficulty. This situation can and will be remedied
only when these Lodges are willing to take the time and provide the
leadership which will enable them to do an about-face.

It is encouraging to note the increased activity on the part of
many of our Lodges seeking to improve their image through a pro-
gram of remodeling; a number of other Lodges have purchased new
quarters and currently are engaged in remodeling and refurnishing,
looking forward to occupancy in the near future; and in one instance
a Lodge is in the process of relocating in another and larger com-
munity. These activities are all for the good and cannot help but
strengthen our Fraternity.

One area which continues to be of great concern is that where we
find Lodges situated in those rural communities whose population is
rapidly diminishing. A number of these Lodges with less than 30 or
40 members are fighting a losing battle. The potential is simply not
there. The Grand Lodge is aware of these situations and is slowly
but surely moving toward a solution, counseling with these Brethren;
looking toward consolidations, and in a few cases, where the situation
is hopeless, the outright voluntary surrender of a charter.

The day and age for Lodges in communities ten to fifteen miles
apart has long since past. Modern transportation and the shrinking
rural communities make it necessary that we take a long look at the
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advisability of combining many of these Lodges. It is encouraging to
note the attitude of some of the larger Lodges in extending invitations
to the surrounding weaker ones to join with them in an effort to
strengthen the Fraternity by the establishment of one much stronger
Lodge and increasing the potential through the widening of jurisdie-
tions through the abandonment of the smaller Lodges.

Our records reflect that at the close of the year we again showed a
net loss of 328. This is not alarming, although we would be hopeful
that this trend would be reversed in the near future. These figures do
not take into account that some of the loss was occasioned by the
granting of demits to those brethren belonging to Lodges which sur-
rendered their charters, but who, after the close of the records for the
year, affiliated with other Lodges.

While we feel that much has been accomplished, much remains to
be done. It is my personal opinion that the Grand Lodge can accelerate
the stability of the Craft by actively supporting a program looking to
the solution of our present problems with regard to the small Lodges
who find themselves in difficulty because of the shifting population,
through the encouragement of the establishment of more Lodges in
our metropolitan areas.

The overall picture is good and with the continued fine leadership
which will be offered from the succeeding Grand Lodge Officers and
the rededication of all of us to the lofty principles for which we stand,
we can look forward to the continued growth of our fraternity.

APPRECIATION AND THANKS

It is with a sincere feeling of humbleness that I acknowledge my
thanks and appreciation to the many who have worked so closely with
me in our efforts this past year. When so many have been involved
it is difficult to single out individuals or groups for fear that someone
may be overlooked who is deserving of a special thanks. I must, how-
ever, express to M.".W.".John F. Futcher my deep appreciation for the
opportunity to serve this Grand Lodge through the appointment of-
fered me in 1960.

Next, special thanks must be extended our Grand Officers and the
many Grand Lodge Committees all of whom responded so willingly
and actively when called upon for special duties. A special word of
thanks to our Grand Secretary, Carl R. Greisen, and his office staff
for their wise counsel during the year, without which I could not pos-
sibly have dealt with the many intricate problems which are always
present and beset each Grand Master.

A special note of appreciation to my own Lodge, Florence No. 281,
whose members have been so considerate and so willing to undertake
any assignment requested of them. Any honors which may accrue to
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me belong to my Lodge, as it was there I first saw the light of Ma-
sonry and the inspiration received at that time was the motivating
factor in dedicating my life to a service of Masonry. W. .David O.
Kipling, Past Master of my Lodge, has provided me with a new gavel
each time I have been privileged to preside over one of our Masonic
bodies. I am indebted to him for another beautiful gavel presented on
the occasion of my installation as Grand Master, and which I have
used throughout the year.

To my dear wife, Dorothy, for her unceasing devotion and under-
standing and to all the Brethren of this jurisdiction to whom I am
indebted for their consideration and understanding which was so
evident at all times.

CONCLUSION

My year as Grand Master is now about to close. It has been a
most rewarding experience which in future years will afford me many
cherished memories. It has been my earnest desire to be of service
and perhaps because of my zeal and enthusiasm I undoubtedly have
made errors, but if so, they have been mistakes in judgment and I
trust and know that your cloak of Masonic charity will be sufficient to
cover any of these shortcomings. I only hope that through my efforts
I have left something constructive imprinted upon the pages of the
history of this Grand Lodge. The coincidence, or call it destiny, if
you please, wherein I found myself serving as the 100th Grand Master
of our Grand Lodge is a distinction which shall always be cherished. I
shall be eternally thankful to Almighty God and Masonry for giving
to an ordinary individual such as I the great privilege and honor of
presiding over a Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons.

I find myself tired and looking forward to what I feel is a well-
deserved rest, but to my successor in office and to all you Brethren, I
pledge my continued full-hearted support in the work that lies ahead.

God bless you all.

Fraternally submitted,

Grand Master
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REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY
The Grand Secretary presents his report as follows:

Complete returns have been received from 270 Lodges and all dues
and fees for the year 1965 have been paid in full.

SURRENDER OF CHARTER

May 12, 1966, with the approval of the Grand Master, Doniphan
No. 86 surrendered its Charter. The Lodge had 32 members, not
enough living in the vicinity to hold meetings. The charter, all books
and records are in the office.

CONSOLIDATION

Tuesday, May 8, Valley No. 157, Wilsonville, voted to consolidate
with Beaver City No. 93. Monday, March 14, Beaver City No. 93
voted to accept Valley No. 157 in consolidation. This consolidation
was approved by the Grand Master. The Charter is in the office,
other items and records have been delivered to Beaver City, No. 93.
Valley Lodge had 44 members, more than half of them living outstate.

SHILOH, U.".D.".

On the evening of September 3, 1965, the Grand Master instituted
a Lodge U.".D.".in the Temple of Centennial No. 326, at the request of
52 brethren.

This Lodge is now located at 3505 Cottonwood Lane, Maple Vil-
lage, Omaha. They have complied with the rules and regulations of
the Grand Lodge, conferred degrees and have been certified.

There are 57 Brethren who have now petitioned the Grand Lodge
for a charter. All records of Shiloh Lodge U.'.D.".together with demits
signed by the individual Brethren from seven Lodges and two juris-
dietions, including Nebraska and Kansas, have been examined and
found to be correct. These, together with all records, have been re-
ferred to the Committee on Charters and Dispensations for their
consideration.

NEW QUARTERS FOR GRAND LODGE

During the week of March 21st, the Grand Lodge offices were
moved from 401 Masonic Temple, Omaha, to 201 Masonic Temple.
Our new quarters now include a library and museum, of which we are
very proud, the office of the Grand Custodian and all of our machine
equipment for Grand Lodge and The Nebraska Masonic Home. Our
thanks to W.".Herman G. Reinholz and his Office Committee for ad-
vice and counsel. Brethren, thank you for the new offices, they are
spacious and beautiful.
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GRIEVANCES
Two petitions for restorations have been received and referred to
the Committee on Grievances, as well as two appeals from the findings
of Trial Commissions by the Grand Master. These for consideration
and report at this Annual Communication.

FIFTY-YEAR BUTTONS

There were 351 buttons presented this year. Most of our Lodges
make a special event of the occasion. You will notice that the Fra-
ternity of Fifty-year Brethren is growing as we presented 126 more
buttons this year than last. A number of these presentations were
made in other jurisdictions as a courtesy to Nebraska. Again our
thanks to all and especially to the Grand Lodge of California. We now
have 1,445 Brethren who wear the Fifty-year button.

JORDAN MEDALS
Many special meetings and ceremonies were held this year for the
presentation of the Robert Carrel Jordan Medal to the senior member
of a Lodge in years of membership who was a resident of Nebraska.

GOLD JORDAN MEDAL
The Gold Jordan Medal has passed from Brother William Manning
of Geneva No. 79 to W.'.Frank Quante of Trestle Board No. 162, Brock.
Brother Manning died January 26, 1966. The medal was presented to
W. .Brother Quante March 15, 1966.

MEETINGS OF LODGE SECRETARIES

In cooperation with the Committee on Masonic Education we have
held eleven Secretaries’ meetings this year. All have been well at-
tended. We were invited by our Grand Custodian, W.". Robert W.
Cook, to attend a number of Central Schools of Instruction. We
attended one at which time a number of Secretaries were present with
their books and records. Thanks, “Bob.” By and large, our Secre-
taries are doing a “bang-up” job.

LOCAL MASONIC RELIEF ASSOCIATIONS
Again may we express our thanks to the Brethren of the Omaha
and Lincoln Relief Associations. They continue to assist the out-state
Lodges in hospital calls, ete., as well as sojourning Masons, their
widows and orphans.

MEMORIAL LODGE OF OMAHA, U.'.D.".

Memorial Lodge of Omaha, U.".D."., is called upon many times
during the year to conduct the funeral of a sojourning Brother. Our
thanks and appreciation to W.".Robert D. Cresap, his Officers and
Brethren.
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CHARTERED LODGES

Hardy No. 117, Upright No. 137, Crystal No. 191, Blazing Star
No. 200; Tyrian No. 243 and Oak Leaf No. 312 have failed to be repre-
sented at the last two Annual Communications and have been cited to
appear before the Committee on Charters and Dispensations.

QUESTIONNAIRE

The Grand Master is making a recommendation to discontinue the
Questionnaire and add such questions as may be necessary to the
petition. This will ease the work of our Lodge Secretaries and we
hope you approve.

Section 2-1002 provides for a Questionnaire to be filled out in full,
signed and returned to the lodge prior to the ballot on the petition.
With our new Educational System in operation, where the Committee
on Education call at the home of the petitioner, visit with him and his
family and leave required booklets on Masonry, the Questionnaire
seems obsolete. We have discussed this matter with the Secretaries at
all of our eleven Area Meetings and it was the unanimous opinion of
the Lodge Secretaries that the Questionnaire be discontinued and that
some of the questions on the Questionnaire be added to the petition for
the degrees of Masonry. This matter has been discussed with all Grand
Officers and they concur.

THANK YOU

Another twelve months and how quickly they pass. Many special
meetings, corner-stones, anniversaries, Secretaries’ meetings and Dedi-
cations. We have enjoyed all and especially the wonderful cooperation
and fellowship.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Special Account

Receipts

44,897 Members @ $4.00 $ 179,588.00
910 Initiations @ $10.00. 9,100.00
2 Affiliations @ $10.00 20.00
Surety bond premium 596.00
Supplies 2,893.11
Liability insurance 3,287.02

For George Washington Masonic National Memorial
875 Master Masons @ $1.00 875.00
Interest 1,7562.57
Dues and fees in excess 123.46
Penalties 49.55

$ 198,284.71
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Disbursements
The Nebraska Masonic Home $ 89,794.00
Relief Fund 8,979.40
Orphans Educational Endowment Fund 95,023.74
Supply Account 3,489.11
George Washington Masonic National Memorial 875.00
Refunds 123.46
Total $ 198,284.71
ORPHANS EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND
May 10, 1966
Receipts
Cash, United States National Bank, May 10, 1965....... $ 53,213.21
Receipts 1,650,190.69
Total 1,703,403.90
Disbursements
Disbursements $1,581,436.80
Cash, United States National Bank, May 10, 1966.......... 221,967.10
Total $1,703,403.90
SUPPLY ACCOUNT
May 10, 1966
Receipts
Cash, United States National Bank, May 10, 1965......._.. $ 6,030.54
Supplies sold 2,868.11
Bond premium 596.00
Interest on securities 263.45
Securities sold 34,908.52
Total $ 44,666.62
Disbursements
Bond premium 596.00
Supplies 4,973.48
Securities purchased 24,165.65
Cash on hand, U. S. National Bank, May 10, 1966..._....... 14,951.49
Total $ 44,666.62
RELIEF FUND
May 10, 1966
Receipts

Cash on hand, South Omaha Stockyards National Bank,
May 10, 1965 9,948.25
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From Special Account...
Securities sold
Interest on securities

Total

<R

Disbursements

Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans
Securities purchased
Cash, South Omaha Stock Yards National Bank,
May 10, 1966

R

Total

<R

CENTENNIAL CONTINGENT FUND

May 10, 1966
Receipts
Cash, United States National Bank, May 10, 1965. ... $
Receipts
Total
Disbursements
Disbursements

Cash on hand, United States National Bank, May 10, 1966

Total.....

RETIREMENT FUND

May 10, 1966
Receipts
Cash on hand May 10, 1965
Receipts
Total $
Disbursements
Disbursements $

Cash on hand, United States National Bank, May 10, 196GT

Total $

[OMAHA,

8,979.40
9,896.55
1,423.45

30,247.65

6,003.60
9,896.55

14,347.50

30,247.65

692.33
3.00

692.33

None
692.33

692.33

None
1,294.64

1,204.64
3.88
1,290.76

1,294.64
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RETURNS

Number of Chartered Lodges last year 271
Charters surrendered 1

Number of Chartered Lodges 270
Number initiated 910

Number passed 884

Number raised 875
Number affiliated 250
Number dual members 23
Number reinstated 302
Number gained by other causes 8

Total gross increase 1,458
Number demitted 346
Number deceased 971
Number suspended 445
Number expelled 4
Number lost by other causes 20

Total loss 1,786
Net loss for year ending December 31, 1965 328
Number of Master Masons on rolls December 31, 1964.............. 44,897
Number of Master Masons on rolls December 31, 1965........oe.-. 44,569

Fraternally submitted,

Grand Secretary
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Pomegranate.. ... 110} 31 5| 5] 0] 210| 8| 2{ 0| of 0| 220| 1| 4| o} o| 0| 5 2151110
DeWitt. . ....... 111 13 1§ o] of 44/ 0|0 0| 1|0 45/ 0| 1| 110 0| 2 43|111
Springfield...... [112] O} 0| 1[ 0O} 118| 2! 1| 0| 2| 0| 123/ o| 1| 1] 0 0| 2[ 121{112
Globe........... 113} 0] 2{ 0of 0] 88| 0{0 0/0f0 88 2|3 o]olo 5 83 113
Wisner.. .. ...... I14) 2¢O 2f 2] 101| 0| 0] of 0] 0] 101| of 5| 2| 0| o] 7| 94li14
Harlan.......... 16| 6| O 7| 0] 887/ 0| 1[0/ 0| 96]{ 0| 3| of 0|l o] 3 93|116
Hardy.......... 7] 2 0l 3| 0] 45| 3] 0| of 0] 0| 48| o 1| o| 0| o] 1| 4717
North Bend. . . .. 191 08 11 1)1 1) 100| 1| 3| 0| 2| 0| 106( 1| 1| 0| 0| o] 2| 104 119
Wayne.......... 120 OF 5| 2[ 2] 203| 21| 0| 1| 0] 207| 1| 5| 2/ 0f 0] & 199120
Superior......... 21| Of 1] 3| 1] 180] 4| 0| o} 2{ 0| 186{ 5| 2| 1| 0 0| 8] 178J121
Auburn...... ... 1240 11 0 2[ 0] 130} 2| 3| 0 2| 0| 137| 0{ 3| 3| 0| 0| 6 131|124
Mt. Nebo....... 1251 2| 3| 2| 1§ 96/ 2/ 0/ 0l 0| o] 98| 0| 1| ol ol o 1 971125
Stromsburg.. . ... 126] 3| 1] 2| 11 74| 2| 1{ 0] 1| of 78| 0| 1| 1| ol o] 2 761126
Minden......... 1271 1| 1] 1| 0] 102| 2| 0f 0| o| of 104| o| 6| 2| 0|l 0] 8 96]127
Guide Roek..... . I12%] 4] 3| 5[ 4] 71| 1 1/ o[ 0l 0f 73| 0l 1| 1| 0| o] 2| 71li28
Blue Hill. ....... 1299 0] 1f 0| 0] 59| 0f 0ol 0l 0| 59 ol 1| o|l 0of o] 1| 58 129
Seribner.........|132] Of 0] o o| 53! 0| 1 o| 1{ o] 55| 0| 1| o] ol o 1 54132
Elm Creek.......|I33] 0} 0] 0f 0| 50| 0| o| o} 0| o 50| 0|0/ 1 0 1f 2[ 48[133
Solar........... 134 0 21 of 1] 69| 1/ 0j o] 1/ 0] 71| 0f 1| 0| 0| o] 1| 7oh34
McCook. . ...... 135 2¢ 3| 1| o} 351| 3| 0| 0| 1| 0| 355| 1|10| 3| o] 1| 15| 340 135
Long Pine. ...... 136] 11 O 1f O} 54] 1| 0| 1{ 0l 0! 56| 1| 1| 0| 0] o] 2| 54li36
Upright. . ....... 137} 0] O] of o] 70| 0|l 0| of 0f 0f 70{ 0| 0/ 0| 0] of of 70 137
Rawalt..........J138] 2| 6] 3| 2| 80| 2/ 1| 0] 5/ 0| 88 0] 3| 2|0l 0 5| 831138
Clay Centre. . . .. 139 0 O 11 O] 58| L| 0] 1/ 0l 3| 63/ 0{ 1| 0of 0| o] 1| 62l139
Western......... 1401 2| 4| of 1} 35/ 2/ 1) 0j 0ol 0| 38/ 0{ 1| 2/ 0] o] 3| 35|40
Crescent........ 1431 0| 1] o] 11 37| 1| 0/ 0| ol of 38| 1| of 1| ol ol 2| 36 143
Kenesaw. ... .... 144 1| 1 Of Of 54| 0/ 0| 0l 1| 0| 55| 1| 4] o] ol ol 5/ 50 144
Baneroft. ....... 1450 0] 2| Of 0] 58/ 0/ 0| o[ 0| 0] 58/ 1/ 2| 0| of ol 3| 550145
Jachin. ......... 146} 5| 41 4] 01 193] 5{ 1| 0| of 0] 199| 1| 7| o} 0| o| 8! 191h146
Siloam.......... 147) 0] Oy 1| O] 30| 110/ 0|00 31|10/ ofo}o| 11 30h47
Emmet Crawford .[148] 8| 5} 7| 2| 198| 6| 2{ 0| 4] 0| 210| 2| 7| 2! ol 0| 11 199]148
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Jewel. ... ...... 1490 0] Of O] O] 45| 0f Of O] O] O] 45| 0] 2| 2| 0 Of 4| 41]149
Cambridge. . . ... 150 0] Of Of Of 109 0f 0 0| 1| 0| 110{ 1| O] 1| O Of 2| 108|150
Evergreen...... |151] 0| 1] 0| Of 62| 0| 0| 0[ 0| O 62| 0| 1| 0] O] 0| 1| 61f51
iy e 5 . 8es 1544 2| 1f 3| O] 63| 3| 0| 0| O] O] 66] 0] 1| 0] 0| Of 1| 65[154
Hartington. . . ... 1550 1] 3| O] Of 67/ 0] 0fOf 1{ 0] 68| 1] 1| 5| 0] 0| 7| 61155
Pythagoras. .. ... 156 Of Of Of Of 32/ 0| 0]0] 1|0/ 33 0] 1] 0f0f0 1| 32|56
Valleyd S os B 157 1| Of 1| 1} 45| 0] 0] O] Of O] 45| 0] 1| 0] 0] O] 1| 44|57
Samaritan. . ..... 158 1) 71 1| Of 264| 2| 1| 0| 1{ 0] 268| 1| 4] 4| 0] 0] 9| 259|158
Ogalalla......... 159 7| 16| 5| 4| 156| 3| 0] 0| 2| 0] 161| 2| 1| 3| 0] 0] 6| 155|159
Zeredatha. ... ... 160 3| 3| 1| Of 39( 1) 0] 0] O] 0] 40| 0] 0] Of 0| 0] Of 40{L60
Mount Zion. . ... 1611 1| Of 1| 1 56| 0] 0] 0| O] O] 56| 0| 2| 1| 0] O] 3| 53|61
Trestle Board... [162] 4| 1] 3[ 0 77| 3| 1| 0| 5| 0| 86| 0] 2[ 2| 0| 0] 4| 82|62
W7, - b aaak aol 163 2| 9 1| 1f 86/ 1| 0| 0| O] O] 87| 0| 4] 0| 0] O] 4| 83|63
Atkinson........ 1640 0 21 1| Of 50| 2| 0] 0| Of O] 52| 0] 2| €| 0] O] 2[ 50|64
Barneston. ...... 165 0] 2 0] Of 55| 0] 0] 0] 0] O| 55 2[ 0| 1| 0] O] 3| 52|65
Mystic Tie. .. ... 166 1| 1| Of 1 45/ 0] 0] O] Of O] 45| 1| 2| 0| 0] 0] 3| 42|66
Elwood......... 1671 0 O 2| 1 52| 1] 1j 0| 1 Of 55| O] 1| 0] 0] 0] 1| 54|67
Curtis...........[168] 3| 2] 2| 1] 79| 1| 1| 0] 1| 0] 82| 0f 2| 1| O] Of 3| 79]l68
ATy 169 1| 2| 2| 2 102 0] 0] 0] 0| 0 102| O 1| O0f 0| O] 1| 101{169
Mason City....... 170 1} 1f 0] 1} 32| 0] 0] 0] O] O] 32[ O] 2| 0| 0] O] 2| 30170
Merna.......... 171) 0] Ol O] Of 60| 0] 0| Of O] Of 60| O] 2[ 0] O] O] 2 58171
Robert Burns... |173] 1| 1f 2| 2| 82| 1| 0| 0| 0f 0] 83| 0] 0] 2| 0] 0| 2| 81|73
Culbertson. . .. .. 1744 11 1} 1] 1} 63| 1| 0] 0] O] O] 64| O] 1| O] O] O] 1| 63|74
Temple. ........ 175 0] 1f O O] 40| 0] 0] 0] Of O] 40| 0| 1| Of 0] O] 1| 39|75
Gladstone. . .. ... 176 0] 1| Of Of 84| 0] 0] 0| O[ O] 84| 0| 3] 0| 0] 0] 3| 81176
Hay Springs. . ... 1770 11 21 2| 0] 118] 2| 0] 0] 1| 0| 121 0o 1| 0| O] O] 1] 120177
Prudence........ 179] 0] 2| 1| Of 48 1| 0] 0] 0| O] 49| 0O 2| 0| O] O] 2| 47179
Justicel e Rl R 1801 2| 3| 4| 0Of 139( 4| 0| 0] 2| 0| 145/ 1| 2| 0f 0| 0| 3| 142{180
Haithts 5 st 181} 1| 2§ 2| 2 111{ 1| 0 0| 0| 0] 112 0] 4| 0| O] Of 4| 108|181
Alliance. . ....... 183 5| 8 9] 4 376] 9] 2| 0| 5| 0] 392| 1| 9| 0| 0] 0] 10| 382183
Bee Hive........ 184 14| 7| 18| 5| 98518 2| 0|28( 0{1033| 3|13| 17| 0] 0| 33|1000{184
Boaz S sl 185 0| 1 O] O] 70[{ 0| O] O] O] Of 70f Of 5| 1| O] O] 6| 64185
Meridian. .. ..... 1881 2| O] 5| 2| 146 5| 1{ 0| 2| 0] 154 1| 3| 0| 0] 1| 5| 149]188
Granite. ........ 189 O] 2f 0] O 76| 0] 0] O| Of O] 76| 0| O] 3| 0] 0] 3| 73|L89
Amethyst....... 190f O] 1f O] 1f 47| 1| 0| Of 0| O] 48| 0| 1| 0] 0] O] 1| 47|190
Crystals .. 0 191 O] Of 2| 1f 80) 1| 1| 0f O[ O] 82| 1| 2| 0] 0] 0] 3| 79191
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Minnekadusa. . ..|192] 6 10{ 4| 2f 169 5| 1 O of of 175] 1} 2| 1| 0} o] 4| 171l192
Signet.......... 193] Of 0} Of OfF 61| 0| O] 0j O] Oj 61| O 11 Of 0] Of 1 60/193
Highland. . .. 194 Of 1| 1} O 38| 1] 0j 0] 0] 0 39] 0] 0| 0| 0l 0| O] 39{194
Arcana... . . . 195] 2[ 21 O 0] 157| 1] 0| 0] 0] 0| 158] 0] 2| 0| ol of 2{ 156|195
Morning Star. 197 1f O] 1} O 60| 4] 0] O 0 Of 64] 1| 2[ 0| ol 0| 3| 61l197
IRUTHY SN 1981 3[ 3] 3| 2| 139| 2| 0] 0] 2| 0| 143| 1{ 6| 0| 0] 0| 7| 136|198
Gavel. .. 199] 0] OF O] Of 44/ 0] 0f 0] O Ol 44| 1| 0| 0| 0| O] 1] 43}199
Blazing Star. 2000 2| 6f 1| O] 85| 1| 0] 0] 0f Of 86| 0| 1{ Of o 0f 1| 85200
Scotts Bluff. 200 7| 2 & 1] 177} 5| 1] 1{11] Of 195 3| 3| 0| 0| 0| 6| 189]201
Golden Sheaf.. . [202| 1| 2] 1| 1} 83/ 1/ 0/ 0| 0| ol 84] 0of 1| 0] 0| 0] 1| 83[202
Roman Eagle. 203 1{ 21 Of O] 73| 0] 0| Of 1| 0f 74 2| o[ of 0|l 0] 2| 72|203
Plainview. . . S j204f 1f 3| 1j O] 102[ 4] 0| 0| 0] 0| 106{ 5| 1| 3| 0| 0| 9 97{204
Golden Fleece. . [205] 1| 2| 1| 2] 173 1] 0] 0| 1| o 175{ o| 6] o] o] 1| 7| 168|205
Napthali. . 2061 O] O] Of O] 53| 0] 0] 0} 0] 0| 53| 0| 0O 0] 0| O] 0| 53|206
Parian . 2071 O] 3] Of O} 54| 0] 1|1 0| 0| Of 55| 0| 1{ 0] O] Of 11 54f207
Gauge. . . . 2081 Of O] 0f O 37| 0} of 0| 0] 0 37i37| 0| 0 0| O] 37 0]208
Canopy. ... ... {2o9] 2| 1| 2| o] 113| 2 o| 0| o| ol 115| 1| 4| 2{ 0| o[ 7| 108|209
East Lincoln... [210] 33} 16} 34| 9]1239(36| 4| 2| 4| 0[1285] 6{21| 6] 0| 0f 33{1252/210
Cement.... ... [211] of o] 1| o] 84 2/ 0| of of 0| 86| 2| 2| of o| 0f 4| s2f211
Compass & Square|212] O} 0| 0| Of 40| 0| 0} 0] 0 0] 40} ol of 1;o0[ 0] 1] 39212
Plumbline. 214f O] O Of O] 34} 0[ 0] 0] 1| 0 35| 1| 1f 0| 0| O] 2| 33|214
Occidental . 2161 1| 21 Of O] 70| 0| 0] Of 1| 0| 71f{ 1| 2] 0| Ol O] 3| 68215
Palisade. . 216) 1] Iy 11 2| 97 3| 0] 0| 1| 0] 101| o] 1f 1[ 0] 0| 2| 99216
Wauneta . 217 O 1] O O 61/ 0| 1| o{ 0] Of 62| 1| 3] Of O 0| 4| 58]|217
Bloomfield . . 218] 13| 7] 10] 0O 71|11| 0| Of 0] Of 82{ of 1{ 0| 0| 0| 1| 81j218
Relief.. .. . 2191 Of 2| 2[ 2| 57| 2| 0] 0] 0| Of 59| 0| 2| 4| 0] 0] 6| 53{219
Magnolia. ... . 2201 3] 3] 1f 2| 58 0j 0] 0f 0] O 58| 0] 2 0| O O 2 56{220
Wood Lake . . 2211 5| 1} 8 O 71| 8 O 0f 0| 0| 79| 0f 0] Of 0] O| O 79[221
Landmark . . 2220 11 1p 2| O 99] 3] O 0] 0] 0f 102) Of 3| 2{ 0| 0| 5 97[222
Eminence. ... .. .[223] 0| 1| 1| 1{ 58] 1| 1{ ol 1) o[ 61{ 0| 1| o| 0| o] 1| 60{223
Silver Cord 224) 11| 13| 4| 2| 125| 3{ 0| 0| 1| o| 129 3| 3| 5| 0| 0| 11 118|224
Cable 2260 21 3| 3| O] 89| 3| 0| 0| Of 0| 92| O O| O] 0j O] O] 92]225
Grace. 226] O 21 0] O] 64j 1| 0l 0| 1| O] 66] 0 1| 0| O 2f 3| 63]|226
North Star. ... [227] 12[ 8] 9| 4| 509|13| 4; 0{ 2! 0| 528 4/11| 3| 0| 0| 18| 510]227
Bartley 225 O] O 1| O 58] 1| 0] 0| 0| O 59| 0| 2{ 1| 0] 0| 3| 56|228
(Comet i SR 2291 70 71 2[ O] 119| 3| 1| O 1] Of 124] 1| 3] 0| O] 1{ 5[ 119{229
Delta | 230 Of O OF O] 24} 0| O 0| 0| O] 24(24| 0 0 0| Of 24 0230
Mt. Hermon . 231 Of O] 0f O 37/ 0j 0| 0] 0] 0| 37| 0 0| Of O] Of O 37231
John S Bowen.. [232| 2| 0] 2| Of 72| 2/ 0] 0| 0| O 74| 0] 1| O] 0| 0] 1| 731232
Gilead 2331 Ol 1] Ol Ol 54/ 0] 0l Ol Ol Oi 54/ 0/ 21 1| 0! 0| 3/ 51{233
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2|2 28] 2 1281248 | & 2| §| 85| & |8|& & |&3|E (28] 2
Zionme s I 4] 2| 4] 2| 99| 4/ 0; 0{ 0| O] 103} 1 2| 0} 0} 0| 3 100'234
Fraternity....... 2 0] 1| 0] O] 60[ 0] O] 0] 2| O] 62| 0] O 2| 0] 0| 2| 60;235
Golden Rule. . .. 1] 1y 1| 2| 68/ 1| 1| 0} O] O] 70| 1| 1{ 5| 0} O] 7| 63|236
Cubitie . 2 0] 1| O] Of 47| 0| 0| 0| 0] 0] 47{ 0{ Of 1{ 0} O] 1| 46|237
Friendship.... . .. 1 1] 1y 1 82( 1| 0] 0| 3| 0| 86| 1| 2| 8| 0] 0| 11| 75{239
Bilotit <. - x5 2401 4] 4 2 0] 112 2] 2| 1{ O O] 117| 1] 4| 1| 0] 1| 7| 110{240
George Armstrong|241] 3 6] 1| O] 77| 2( 0] 0| 0| 0| 79{ 1| 2| 1| 0] O 4] 75]241
TP & oo oo o e 2431 of O Of O] 25/ 0| 0] 0| 0] O 25} 0| 0] O] O] O] Of 25243
Hampton...... . |245] 0| 0] O] 0Of 48] 0| 0| O 0| O| 48] 0| 2] O] 0] O] 2| 46245
Nehawka.... ... |246] 3| 2| 1; 1} 115{ 1| O] 0| O| 0| 116/ 1| 3} Of O 0| 4] 112|246
Corner-Stone. . . {247} 2| O] 2 3| 23] 1/ 0] 0| 0] O 24] 0] 1} O} 0| 0] 1] 23|247
Laurel.... . ..... 2480 11 3| 1} 2| 89 0] 0j0[0f 0] 8} 0] I Of0]0; 1f 85248
Gothenburg. ..... 2491 5[ 5] 3] 2 157| 2| 1| 0 0] O 160| O| 3| 0| O| C} 3| 157|249
Geo. Washington {250) 4| 4| 5| 2| 353} 3| 3| 0| 1| 0] 360; 0| 4| 10| 0| Of 14| 346|250
Wausa. . ........ 251 2{ 2| Of Of 48} 0| 0| O] 0] O| 48) 0| O] 0| 0| 0] O 48|251
Beemer......... 253] 1| O] 1| O] 46{ 1|/ 0| O O O] 47| 0| 2{ 0] 0] O] 2 45|253
Bassett 2541 Of 1] 1| 2[ 79| 1| 0] O; 2| Of 82{ 0| 2{ 8| 0| 0| 10| 72{254
Hickman........ 256] 13 2] 1| Of 61| 1| 0| 0] O] O| 62| 0| O] Of O] O] 0] 62]|256
Angelmo. ....... 258 1| 1] If O] 89{ 2| 0| Of O Of 91} 2| O 0| O| O] 2 89|258
(OFREmLs S o' de o ga's 261y 2( 3| 0] O] 80| 0| 0[ 0] 0] 0 80| Of 2| 0] O] Of 2| 78]|261
Endeavor. ...... 2621 2 O] 2[ O] 89| 5f 0 0| 0| O] 94| 0| 1{ 0] O] 0] 1| 93|262
Mitchell........ |263] 3{ 3] 6 2| 156( 4| 1] Of 1| 0] 162| O] 7[ 0| 0] 0| 7| 155|263
Franklin........ 264] of O 0| O] 102 0| 1| Of 0| O] 103| 0] 1| 1f 0| O| 2| 101|264
Robert W. Furnag|265] 11| 9] 8| 2| 445( 7| 1| 0{ 3| 0| 456| 2| 8 4| 0] 0] 14| 442|265
Siliver e 2660 3| 1 2[ O] 64| 2| 0 O] O] 0j 66| O] O 0| O] 0] O 66]266
James A. Tulleys.[267) O] 2] Of O] 52[ 0[ 0| 0| 0] O] 52| 0 1| 0| 0| 0| 1| 51267
Geo. W. Lininger .[268] 2! 0| 3| Of 264] 3| 0| 0| O 0] 267 0] 6] Of 0] O| 6] 261|268
QOasis........... 271F 41 O 4 1) 130{ 3| 0| 0| O] Of 133| Of 1| 3| O| O} 4| 129|271
Lee P. Gillette. . {272} 0/ O] Of O 63| 1| 0| O 1{ 0] 65| Ol 1| O| 0| O] 1 64]272
Crofton........ 273 0| O Of O} 49| 0| of of O] Of 49| 0| 2 5| 0 O} 7{ 42273
Olive Branch....|274] 0| 1] 01 O] 59| 0| 0| O] O O] 59| 2{ 1| 0] 0] 0| 3| 56/274
Ramah......... |275] 1| 2§ 2{ O] 61| 3| 0] 0] Of O} 64| Of 3f 1{ O] 0| 4| 60]275
Antelope........ 2761 O] 3] 0| Of 65| 0f 0j O O| O 65 O] II 2| 0| O 3| 62[276
S LU 2771 O] 11 Of Of 48| 0l 0| 0| O| O] 48| 1| Of Of Of O] 1| 47277
Litchfield....... |278] O] O] O] O 35/ 0) 0| 0] 1} 0] 36{ 0] 11 Of O 0| 1| 35278
Wallace. ........ 270y 21 2| 1| 1f 39| 0{ 1| 0| 0] 0| 40| 0| Of O| O] Of O] 40J279
Swastika........ 2800 2| 4] 3| 3| 86{ 0| O O] 0] O] 86| O] 4] 0] 0] Of 4| 82|280
Florence...... 2811 17| 9] 16| 1§ 973]17| 4| 0] 7| 0|1001| 8|16 5| 0| Of 29| 972|281
Mullen. ........ 2820 20 1| 1 1] 70| 0] 1{ O] O] O 71| 2| 4 1] 0] 0y 7| 64/282
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2|z (28] 2 28|28 | &I & 81 2l5| & &l &85l 2 128]8
Seneca.. ....... 284) 11 0 3| 2| 72| 1| 0] ol ol o| 73| 4| 4 0| ol o] 8 65/284
Camp Clarke. .. .[285| 0l o] 6| of 150 5) 0| 1| 6] 0| 162| 1| 2| 5| 0l o| 8| 154]285
Oshkosh......... 2861 4| 3 4/ 2| 106| 2| 0| 0 0| of 108] 1] 1| o| of o 2| 106|286
Union...........[287] o 1f of o| 63[ 0] 1| 0| of o| 4] 0| 2| of o] o| 2| s2los7
Omaha.......... 288 10| 7| 6| 3| 552| 5| 1| o] 3| 0] 561 1j21| 7| 0| 0| 29| 532|288
Lotus... . .... ... 2801 3| 5 3| 2| 165 1! 2| 0] 2| 0| 170| 2| 1| 3| 0] 0| 6| 1/4|280
John J. Mercer. ..[200] 43| 18] 43| 9[1554{43| 4| 0| 6| 0{1607| 4/23| 18| 0| 0| 45/1562|200
Diamond........ 201 2| 11 3| 2| 65| 1} 0| 0] 2| 0| 68| o of of ol 0] of 68l291
Wolbach. .. ... .. 2020 2| 1| 2 of 43| 2| 1| 0| 0| 0 46{ 00| o o|of o] 46l292
Monument. ... [293] 1| 2| 1| 1| 66|00/ o} 1|0 67/ 0| 1| ol ol ol 1| 66l203
Kimball.. ... .. 2041 3| 6| 3| 2| 150f 4| 3| 0| 0| 0| 197| 1| 1| 0| o] 0| 2| 195|204
Minatare.. ... ... 2050 1| 1| 1| o] 93| 2( 00| 2[ of 97| 0| 4] 5| 0| o] 9| s8[295
Cotner ...... .. 2971 4 8 2| 1] 284/ 3| 1| 0] 1| o| 289} 1| 3| of 0| 0| 4| 285l297
Chester. ..... .. 208) 3| 3| 2 1| 49| 20| o|o|ol 5101 ololol 1| 50208
Sutherland. . .. .. 299) 1| 4| of o] 84/ 1700/ 3]0 =80 1| 2fofo| 2 ssleaa
Liberty...... .. 00l 51 41 5| 2| 487| 4] 1| 0| 6| 0| 498 3| 9| 11| o} o| 23| 475l300
Bayard . 301 of 2| of 2| 82/ 0|30l 1|0 862 1| ofolo| 3 s3l301
Mizpah.... . 1302} 32| 11] 32| 6[1195|31| 8| 0l11| ol1245| 6[18| 15| 0] 2| 41|1204[302
Right Angle. .. .. s03] 3; 4| 21 0] 593| 3| 2| 0| 1} 0| 599| 7|20] 7| 0| o} 34| 565l303
Ruskin... ...... 04 ol 2[ o 1] 32/ 0]{o0]lo0]olo] 32/1|0] o|lo|o| 1| 31|304
Newman Grove. .[305] 2[ 3| 1] 1| 63| 3| 0 0| 0| o] 66| 0| 1| o] 0| ol 1| 65l305
Golden Rod. .. .f306] 1[ o 2| 1| 87| 0| 0| 1] 0| ol 88| 0| 2| o| o| ol o ssl2na
William E. Hill. . [307| o o o o] 28| 0| o| o] o] o 28|28| 0| of o| of 28] ol307
Perkins. . ....... 308 1| 1| 2| of 101} 2| o| of 4| of 107 1| 2| o o] o] 2] 104}z0R
Winnebago. . . . .. 3091 3| 7| 2| 2| 54{ 1| 0|0} 2 o] 57| 1| 1] 2/ o|lo| 4| 53309
Victory. ........ 310] 2| 2| 3| 2| 212| 2| of o] 4| 0| 218] 1| 4] 4] o| o] ol 209l310
Polk............ 311} 2[ 1| 2f o] 65| 2| 0| 0| o] of 67| 0| 1{ o] 0| o] 1i 66l311
Oak Leaf. ... . ... 312 1| o 3| 1| 53] 2/ 0|0l o] of 55 0|2 ofolo] 2 s3l312
Potter.......... 313 1] 2| 2 1| 98] 1| 1| of 1| of 101| of 0] ol 0| o o] 101[212
Craftsmen.. ... .[314] 2| 6| 20 1| 622] 5 2 1| 0| o] 630} 4{11] 4| o| o} 19| 611|314
Alpha......... .. 316] 4] 11| 6| 5| 194 3| 3| of 1| 1| 202| 4] 5{ 3| 0| o] 12| 190[316
Mid-West. ...... 317| 14| 17] 14| 4| 500(17| 9| 0| 3| 1| 529| 415 6! o| 2| 27| 512[317
Grand Island. .. .|318] 5| 8| 3| 1| 351| 4| 4] 0| 3| 0| 362| 1| 4| 5| 0| o] 10! 352|318
Bladen.......... 319] of ol ol o] 42| 0|o|o|olol 422 1| of o] ol 3| 39l310
College View..... 320 7| 5 8| 1)161] 8] 2| 1| 4( 0| 176| 1) 2| 4| 0| 0| 7| 169[320
Harmony....... |321] o 2| o] of 71|00l o] 1] o 72| 2| 2| 4] ol 0| 8| 64l321
Pioneer ......... 3220 1t 2l ol ol 74! ol ol oi ol ol 74/ ol ol ol ol of of 74l322
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VETERAN SECRETARIES
‘Who have served 25 years or more.

Arvene C. Eisenhart......... Culbertson No. 174.............. 46
Fred R. Haggart............. St. Paul No. 82........iivvnnense 45
Fredolph C. Chalquist........ Composite No. 81.........c00uutn 37
C. Robert Carlson............ Wauneta No., 217............... 37
Leon J. Cherny.............. North Bend No. 119............. 35
Carl H. Hoge.......oo0vene. Lebanon No. 323................ 34
Roy T. Stiehl.......c0000sn ..Hay Springs No. 177............. 31
Elmer H. Seyfang.......... 1P@iier New 3ll8s0a0060000000000000 29
195661 188, 1B 95 60 000000060000 Papillion No. 39...........0u0te 28
William E. Edwards.......... Alliance No. 183......cc0ivenn.. 28
18inwE L WEWNZo 0000000000000 Litchfield No. 278.............. 28
Frank ¥. McMullin.......... George Armstrong No. 241....... 28
Charles F. Eberline.......... East Lincoln No. 210............ 27
Floyd Christy......cco0nuen.. Trestle Board No. 162............ 26
Warren C. Hall.............. Wl N@, 110 aocoa00600a0000a000 26

years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
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REPORT OF THE GRAND CUSTODIAN
Following is the report of the Grand Custodian:

CENTRAL SCHOOLS
Fourteen Central Schools were assigned this year. Two more than
usual as we felt the need of this type of school in certain areas. Seven
of these were ‘Four Night Schools,” six were ‘Two Day Schools’ and
one a ‘Three Day School.” The average attendance was 146.

EXAMINATION SCHOOLS
This type of school makes it possible for the Assistant Custodian
to instruct in the floor work in addition to examining the Lodge in the
esoteric work of the three degrees. There were 151 of these schools
held this year.

INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS

The individual school is usually held for a non-certified lodge and
for only one group of officers in their own Lodge. There were 78 of
these schools held. This is a decided increase as we felt more basic
instruction was needed.

LODGE CERTIFICATION
Again this year, more than 509% of our Nebraska lodges have
been certified. There were 151 certificates of proficiency issued.

INDIVIDUAL CERTIFICATION

This year we have had 38 ‘First Certificates.” An increase of 11
over last year. A total of 769 Individual Certificates of Proficiency
were issued. An overall increase of 48.

STATISTICS

The following tables indicate the largest number and the highest
percentage of certified men in our Nebraska lodges:

LARGEST NUMBER HIGHEST PERCENTAGE
East Lincoln, 210... Cable, 225
Lancaster, 54 Merna, 171

Bee Hive, 184 Comet, 229 ..

Lincoln, 19 Sioux, 277

Craftsmen, 314 .20 Victory, 310

Robert W. Furnas, 265 .. 17 Keystone, 62 ...

Victory, 310 17 Golden Rod, 306..... 6.83%
Asghlar, 33 16 George Armstrong, 241.... 6.76%
Liberty, 300 14 Beaver City, 98 .. . 6.729%
Bellevue, 325 ... 14 Papillion, 39 ... 5.449%
Papillion, 89 14

Florence, 281 13

John J. Mercer, 290...... .. 13

Alliance, 183 ..o 13
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TWENTY YEAR CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

This certificate is given in recognition of twenty years of con-
tinuous certification. The following Brethren were honored this year:
Ear] H. Furman, Jesse P. Wade, 290; Arthur Anderson, 146; Forrest
Biggerstaff, 225; R. Lynn Sherwood, 302; Harry A. Spencer, 227;
Ralph R. Carleton, 306; Merle M. Vilmer, 201; Harold J. Oehlerking,
159 and Orion A. Kennedy, 303.

SHILOH LODGE U.".D.".

On August 17, 1965, the Grand Custodian certified to the Grand
Master that the proposed officers of Shiloh Lodge were able to confer
the three degrees and give the lectures in a suitable and impressive
manner. This examination was completed and reported to the Grand
Master prior to their instituting.

ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS

Our Assistant Custodians have performed their duties this past
year with the dedication which each of them possesses. Seven new
Assistant Custodians were added to our staff this year, appointed by
M.".W.'.Louis Sylvester, recommended by the Grand Custodian and
approved by the Committee on Nebraska Work. They are as follows:
Robert W. Boon, 33; Augustus W. Clark, 318; Alton S. Mote, 183;
Ralph W. Gerry, 281; Arnold F. Mains, 15; Nelson W. Rittenburg, 210
and Harold J. Oehlerking, 159.

ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS EMERITUS

Two of our beloved Custodians Emeritus passed from this life
during the Grand Lodge year. W.'.Jesse P. Entrekin passed away at
his home in California on October 14, 1965 and W.".Ward B. Shrack
passed away in Denver, Colorado on February 17, 1966.

These dedicated and devoted Masons will be greatly missed by all
who knew them. The mark they left behind will live forever in the
memory of those who were privileged to benefit from their work.

M.".W. .Louis V. Sylvester has designated two of our Custodians as
Custodian Emeritus. W.".Cecil C. Gates has received this honor for his
many years of faithful service to the craft. Brother “Cec” was first
appointed in 1938. W.'.Mathias E. Mauel also received this honor for
his diligent service to his Brethren. Brother ‘“Mat” received his ap-
pointment in 1956.
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CONCLUSION

Your Grand Custodian has been in attendance at all but one eve-
ning session of the Central Schools, at every Area Meeting of the
Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic Education, at every Grand Lodge
function where his services were required and many where they were
not and innumerable other Masonic functions. This report would not be
complete without expressing our sincere thanks and gratitude to
M. 'W. .Louis V. Sylvester, to R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, to the Com-
mittee on Nebraska Work, to all our loyal and devoted Assistant Cus-
todians and to each and every one who had the smallest part in making
the road a little smoother.

Fraternally submitted,

oo H. ok

Grand Custodian




186 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [OMAHA,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS
W.".Byron C. Jenkins, 325, Chairman, presented the report of the
Committee on Doings of Grand officers which was adopted.

The Committee respectfully submits as its report that the Address
of M.".W. .Louis V. Sylvester, Grand Master, be referred as follows:

To the Committee on Fraternal Dead:
The Section on Necrology.

To the Committee on Jurisprudence:

The Sections on By-Laws Approved, Decisions, Dispensations,
Washington Lodge No. 21, Recommendations Nos. 1, 2, 4,
and 5. Recommendation No. 3 to lay over for considera-
tion at the 110th Annual Communication.

To the Committee on Charters and Dispensations:
The Sections on Consolidations, Surrender of Charters, and
Shiloh Lodge U.".D."..
To the Committee on Grievances:
The Section on Trial Commissions.

The entire report indicates a whole-hearted devotion to the dis-
charge of the duties of the Grand Master, and the fervency and zeal
with which he has promoted the Craft wherever he has traveled. The
Committee recommends that all matters not herein specifically referred
to Committees be approved and ratified.

REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY

We recommend that the designated portions of the report of the
Grand Secretary be referred as follows:

To the Committee on Charters and Dispensations:
The Sections on Surrender of Charter, Consolidation, Shiloh
Lodge U.".D."., Chartered Lodges.
To the Committee on Grievances:
The Section on Grievances.

To the Committee on Jurisprudence:
The Section on Questionnaire.

To the Committee on Finance:

All financial and report schedules, relating to funds, also
statistical tables and reports relating to membership.
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As in the past our Grand Secretary continues to carry out the
duties of his office in an efficient and capable manner. The Committee
recommends that all matters not herein specifically referred to Com-
mittees be approved and ratified.

REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF THE GRAND CUSTODIAN

We recommend that the entire report be referred to the Committee
on Nebraska Work. We are all indebted to the Grand Custodian and
his Assistants for their unselfish service to the Craft.

The Committee further recommends that all matters not herein
referred to Committees be approved and ratified.

At 11:45 a.m. the Grand Lodge was called from labor to
refreshment.

Buses were waiting in front of the Masonic Temple to
transport all Master Masons and their ladies to The Nebraska
Masonic Home at Plattsmouth where they were served a de-
licious lunch on the grounds and then spent the afternoon
touring the Home. Buses returned to Omaha around 4 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8
SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION

At 9 a.m. the Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to
labor as at the preceding session.

REPORT OF MASONIC MANOR

Brother Charles J. Black, 290, President, presented the
report of Masonic Manor which was accepted.

The Masonic Manor, now that it is fully occupied, is the pride and
envy of all who reside in it and even the outsider who can view it from
any direction and for miles along the highways leading into Omaha,
Here is a place any person can be justly proud to be privileged to have
residence as long as they desire or to the end of their natural lives.

The Manor under the capable managership of Brother Clifford C.
MecGee and under the direction of a Board of Trustees, who have been
responsible for the operation over the past years, has shown remarkable
progress and to date is completely sold out. It was mentioned by a
member of the Board some months ago that the time is close at hand
when there will be no vacancies and we will have a waiting list of ap-
plicants. It seems that the prediction has come true.

Most of the eredit for what has been accomplished since the first
spade of dirt was turned to start the construetion, is due to the untiring
efforts and dedication of the various representatives of the Grand Lodge
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and the willingness of the representatives from the Manor now serving
on the Board to give of their time and efforts to insure its success.

The Board meets the third Thursday of each month to review the
progress and conduet all regular business relative to the operation of
the Manor, to dispose of all bills, to review the needs of the Manor inei-
dent to the efficient operation, to discuss new ways and means of op-
erating efficiently and in a manner that will be most effective and
satisfactory to the welfare of the residents.

As is true in any major operation such as this there has been prob-
lems but none of severe or serious nature. We are indeed fortunate
to have on our staff a dedicated group of capable engineers, each of whom
feel their responsibilities and perform their several duties with 3
great deal of pride and efficiency. Mr. MecGee is to be highly com-
mended for his careful selection in the hiring of these men. He has main-
tained a close relationship with them and as a result they have become
dedicated to their task.

The Board feels very fortunate in having such a dedicated person
as “Cliff” to manage the affairs of the Manor.

The cafeteria has had its ups and downs on occasions but presently
is operating in an efficient manner, and as was intended, is now paying
its way and indications are that it will continue to do so. This is a
place we can all be proud to bring guests to enjoy with us the fine quality
of food, which is home cooked. It is indeed a pleasure to relax in its
home-like atmosphere and pleasant surroundings. Comservative buying
has made it possible to maintain the required standard of operation.
Continued patronage alone can further insure its future.

The Board of Trustees of the Manor are indeed grateful to the Grand
Secretary R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen for his able assistance, for his wise
counsel and advice he has offered at each regular meeting of the Board.
We feel deeply indebted to him for the splendid manner in which he has
kept us informed during the deliberations and for all that has been ac-
complished during the past years through his untiring efforts in our
behalf.

We wish to thank all the members of the Grand Lodge and many
others who have served on the Board or participated in any manner in
bringing to a reality this fine residential facility for the benefit of all
Masons who seek contentment and freedom from worries of maintaining a
private residence. We thank you for your interest in our endeavor to
make the Masonic Manor a place in which any Master Mason ean be
proud to call their home.

The members of the Board who reside in the Manor consider it a
distinet privilege and pleasure to have the opportunity to serve on this
Board.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL RELATIONS

M.".W.".William B. Wanner, 9, presented the report of the Com-
mittee on Fraternal Relations which was adopted.

Your Committee on Fraternal Relations respectfully reports that
there has been no change in our fraternal relations with other Juris-
dictions with whom we are now exchanging Representatives during
the past Masonic Year.

This has been quite a strange year, in view of the fact that we
have received no requests for fraternal recognition at all.

Cuba continues to be a puzzle. According to some reports the
Grand Lodge of Cuba continues to work, show gains and claims they
are not disturbed by the existing government. Castro, unlike most
dictators, has allowed Masonry to continue but on his terms. Cuba
claims there are 334 Lodges working, with four new ones formed.
There are some 30,000 members in Cuba. Some thirteen Grand Lodges
have broken off relations with Cuba. North Carolina recognizes
neither the Exiles in Florida or Cuba itself. The Lodge at Guantanamo
Bay surrendered their charter back to Cuba; they first attempted to
get Florida to give them relief and failing that have been given a
dispensation from Massachusetts, under which they are now working.
Therefore, in view of the fact that only conflicting reports can be
received, we recommend for another year, no change in our relations.

The Grand Lodges in Central America seem to be at peace within
themselves since last year’s report and we congratulate them. Some
trouble has occured in Peru, whom we recognize, but they seem to
be able to handle their difficulties themselves in very good fashion.

The Grand Lodge of Belgium is continuing its course in splendid
condition. They are now recognized by every American Grand Lodge.
Maine, the only holdout, surrendered after the British Triumvirate
joined in the general recognition of Belgium. They have now been
recognized by 77 Grand Lodges around the world, Nebraska was the
third one to do so.

The Grand Lodge of France loses more recognition in the United
States each year, Wisconsin being the latest to resign. California, the
District of Columbia, Kentucky and Louisiana are all that are left that
do. The United Grand Lodges of Germany also changed and withdrew,
as did Montana, Vermont, Michigan and Alabama. The National
Grand Lodge of France has had a very good year, however. They
raised about a thousand of their own, of whom some 850 were French,
very commendable; they also received about a thousand deserters from
the Grand Lodge of France besides. Thirty-four new lodges were also
constituted.

The Grand Lodge of Turkey has had some trouble with the Scot-
tish Rite and have reaffirmed their independence of that body. Efforts
to revise their ritual in greater accord with most jurisdictions seem
to have sparked the trouble. All of their 42 lodges were represented at
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their Grand Lodge Communication. Their new Grand Master is inci-
dentally not a member of the Rite. I believe they will win their
battle eventually.

Holland, or more strictly speaking, the Netherlands, has 51
Lodges but I could find no membership listed at all. Their proceedings
are printed in Dutch. Two new lodges were established last year, one
being named for “Wolfgang A. Mozart”, the great composer and
Mason. Two Lodges celebrated their 50th anniversary.

Sao Paulo in Brazil had a satisfactory year with a gain of 141
and four new lodges constituted and one revived. They have compul-
sory insurance in this jurisdiction and all candidates, even former
members, must present a health certificate with their petition. This
jurisdiction along with that of Bahia, started the Grand Lodge of
Mato Grasso in 1962, of which more later.

India held their latest meeting in March, 1965. They started 14
new Lodges during the year. In British-connected Lodges, the Mark
degree is separate from the Royal Arch. The Royal Arch Chapter
became a part of this Grand Lodge in 1963 and this past year the
Mark Lodges were also introduced. There were nine old Mark Lodges
belonging to old British Lodges and 28 new Mark Lodges were set up,
giving them about 1350 members in this division. Their Grand Master
made the announcement that the father of Pandit Nehru, Prime Min-
ister of India, of whom you all have heard, Pandit Motilal Nehru was
a Mason and Past Master of his Lodge. He reported he had recently
unveiled a portrait of the elder Nehru in his Lodge. No membership
statistics are given at all.

Rhode Island hopes that their trouble with Ireland similar to that
we had a few years ago, that of representation near Ireland, would

be cured with their withdrawal of relations with the Grand Lodge
of France.

England is the largest Grand Lodge in the world, having over
7,000 Lodges and about 550,000 members. They are a little worried
about the relations of G. L. Alpina of Switzerland with France. Al-
though officially relations have been cancelled, intervisitation contin-
ues between the two countries in spite of this, so English members
are forbidden to visit Swiss Lodges, but the Swiss are not forbidden
to visit English, being rather a peculiar arrangement. The Swiss have
43 Lodges with about 3,100 members. Their charities are wide-spread,
extending to nurseries, soup kitchens and collecting centers. They had
a gain of 9 for the year.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland reports a good year. Their voluntary
donations for charity were up by some 2,300 pounds sterling. They
had almost 12,000 initiations, an increase over last year of nearly
500. Only four new Lodges however were started.

The Grand Lodge of South Africa was formed in 1961. They now
have 94 Lodges with some 4,300 members. India, Germany, New York,
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the British Isles have and this year at least Quebec have recognized
them. We have never been requested to do so. They recently won a
complete victory with a church sect in the Courts over various alle-
gations made by the church group.

Only two new Lodges were started in Ireland. A petition to allow
lower dues for retired members and those over 65 was denied by the
Board of General Purposes.

Israel had one new Lodge, had their legal rights to the land
whereon the Temple of Peace is to be erected confirmed. They have
52 Lodges and about 2,600 members. They had to elect a new Grand
Secretary as the incumbent resigned.

Japan raised 234 during the year but only 16 were Japanese. This
is their greatest weakness, but since their ritual has been translated
into their native tongue, perhaps this will change. Of their 3,200 mem-
bers only 114 are Nationals. Progress is being made to move their
Lodge halls from military bases. Two Lodges were consolidated.

Greek Freemasonry is rather exclusive. High social standing and/
or a college degree are essential for admission. This careful screening
does create a closely knit body however. Candidates have to attend so
many meetings, pass a written examination and a minimum of twelve
months between each degree and excellent behavior both within and
without. Their charities are outstanding. Their present Grand Master
addressed the last Grand Lodge Session of Illinois. He was the first
one ever to visit an American jurisdiction. He presented to the G. L.
of New York a true copy of a Relief from one of their Greek Tem-
ples. This was a representation of the initiation of Triptopolemus
into the mysteries of the Goddess Demeter and her daughter Perse-
phone. He later became the founder of the Eleusinian Mysteries, of
which some of you may have heard and what some claim to be the
start of Freemasonry. He told of their difficulties since World War
IT and gave a cordial invitation to visit Greece.

Last year we reported that the Grand Lodge of Mato Grosso in
Brazil had asked us for recognition. During the past year I have
noticed that a great many G. L.s have recognized this G. L. and know
of no good reason why we should not. We are already in amity with
both their parents: Bahia and Sao Paulo. Just recently the Grand
Orient of Italy, in special letter under date of 3-23-66 notified us that
they had done so. I, therefore, move that we recognize the Serenissi-
ma (or Most Serene) Grande Loza Simbolica do Estado de Mato
Grosso and exchange Representatives therewith.

This brief report of some of the Jurisdictions around the world
is submitted with the hope that the information contained herein
may be of interest to the membership of Nebraska.

There is one item in our own country that is disturbing. A

couple of years ago I predicted that the Civil Rights issue might create
more difficulty among our jurisdictions than the War Between the
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States had done. For two years now, Lodges in Arkansas have peti-
tioned their Grand Lodge to break off relations with New York and
New Jersey, but have been deterred by the wise counsel of their
Fraternal Relations Committee, who pointed out that withdrawal is a
TWO-way street, that the relations between New York and New
Jersey could never affect Arkansas; that present law protects against
visitors; that G. L.s abroad who have many Negro Lodges might take
exception to such action; that most U. S. jurisdictions were quite
cool when notified of this contemplation; that Arkansas should try
to uphold its own high standards and not restriet or embarrass their
Grand Officers in their duties. And the Grand Lodge concurred in this
advice. Now comes Oklahoma, who really should know better, seems
to me, by action of their Grand Master only, not their Grand Lodge
and under the date of April 15, 1966, charges that because New Jersey
has a colored Chaplain and permits Alpha Lodge No. 116 to operate,
(which they have done for over 100 years) they are disturbing the
peace, harmony and concord of the G. L. of Oklahoma and, therefore,
as of this date April 15, 1966, they withdraw fraternal relations from
the Grand Lodge of New Jersey. Poor abused Oklahoma!

Your Committee now recommends that all other past applications
for recognition be continued for further study, without prejudice,
until the next Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge.

Printed copies of the Fraternal Review prepared by
M.".W. .Brother Wanner were distributed to all the brethren
present.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GRAND LODGE OFFICES

W.".Herman G. Reinholz, 3, Chairman, presented the report
of the Committee on Grand Lodge Offices which was adopted.

We are happy to report that the idea which came over the horizon
during July, 1964, and which took on substance at the Grand Lodge
Communiceation in June, 1965, has become a reality when the Grand
Lodge office moved from the fourth floor to the second floor of the
Masonic Temple in Omaha.

The Committee takes this opportunity to express its sincerest appre-
ciation to the many Brethren and others for the cooperation and assis-
tance given us. To name all of these fine people would take too much
time; but there are some who should be given special recognition. They
are:

Mr. Ness Latenser of the firm of John Latenser and Sons, ar-
chitects, who spent considerable time discussing the plans with us
and giving us the benefit of his wide experience and knowledge.

The Lueder Construction Company for the fine workmanship
they did when remodeling the second floor.
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Miss Marjorie Langhorst of Contract Areas Incorporated, who
did the interior decorating, and who spent a lot of extra time with
us when it came to arranging furniture, hanging pictures, ete.

The Bekin Van and Storage Company, which furnished four
hard-working men to do the actual moving, including five heavy safes.

Brother Warren W. Kelly, building superintendent, and his erew,
who gave us so much assistance at all times.

And last, but not least, a special thank you te R.."W. .Carl R.
Greisen, W. .Robert W. Cook, W..Harold H. Thom, Miss Viola
Guess, Mrs. Thelma McNeal, Mrs. Edna Randall and Miss Beverly
Smith for the extra work they did and the long hours spent by them
during moving time—they all put in a lot of real labor.

Although a separate report is being made by the Grand Historian,
we wish to say that he had, and still has, a very tough assignment in
connection with the new Museum and Library. We are deeply indebted
to W.".George W. Rosenlof for the important and wonderful job he is
doing. The enormity of the task is more fully appreciated when we
realize that the books and items on display were scattered all over the
Masonic Temple building, many without any degree of order.

Before getting into the matter of appropriations we wish to com-
pliment the office staff for the efficient manner in which they per-
formed their duties. We couldn’t find a finer group.

Recently M.".W.".John F. Futcher, of the Board of Grand Trustees,
called our attention to the large number of Funds handled for the Grand
Lodge and The Nebraska Masonic Home, eight for the former and six
for the latter He indicated that two Funds for each would be ample.
Due to the fact that our present voucher and ledger system would be con-
tinued, and inasmuch as this system properly identifies all expenditures,
this Committee agrees with the recommendation made by him.

In accordance with past practice budget statements have been sub-
mitted to the Committee on Appropriations for approval, covering salaries
of the employees of the Grand Lodge, rent for the office, miscellaneous
expenses in connection with other matters and this annual Communiecation
of the Grand Lodge. The major changes in this statement, as compared
with last year, are:

Electricity has been added in an estimated amount of $1,000.00

(and approximately $490.00 will be charged to other Masonic bodies).

Because of the increase in the number of Fifty-year Buttons,
this item requires an additional $372.30.

The printing of the Supplement to the Grand Lodge Law re-
quires $370.00.

The cost of the Grand Lodge dinner has been increased $450.00.
The Retirement Fund is listed at $4,600.00.

The budget for Grand Lodge Office Expense remains the same as last
year, or $4,000.00,
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M.".W.".8ir, with this report I am ending my third year as Chairman
of this Committee. It has been a privilege and a pleasure to have served
under you and your two predecessors. To all of you, the members of my
Committee, and the many Brethren who gave us so much assistance, my
sincerest thanks.

REPORT OF GRAND TRUSTEES

M. W. .John F. Futcher, 302, Chairman, presented the
report of the Grand Trustees which was adopted.

Your Board of Grand Trustees respectfully submits the following
report of its activities for the year ended May 10, 1966.

In our report to the Grand Lodge Commnunication of last year we
advised that selected sales had been made of ecommon stock and reported
the profits that had been realized. At the beginning of this fiseal
year there still remained in the Grand Lodge Funds $159,485.75 of com-
mon stock based upon cost. In the Home General Fund there was
$102,290.51, and in the Endowment and Bequest Fund $319,980.33 of
common stoek based on cost.

In the spring of 1965, measured by the Dow Jones Industrial Average,
the stock market had reached the 900 level, and for the remainder of
the year your Board of Trustees followed the upward trend of the stock
market, until in January, 1966, it reached the 990 level. This was an
inerease of 450 points from the 1962 lows, and when in Mid-January the
stock market began to retreat from its high of 994, your Board of Grand
Trustees deeided that it should aggressively pursue a program of dis-
posing of the common stocks in the Grand Lodge Funds and in the Funds
of The Nebraska Masonic Home.

In the latter part of January we sold all of the common stocks in
Grand Lodge Funds for a price of $269,834.52, which represented a profit
of $110,348.77 over the original cost. We also sold all of the common
stock in the General Fund of the Home at $206,509.46, representing a
profit over cost of $104,218.95. We likewise sold all of the common stock
in the Endowment and Bequest Fund for $452,606.32, realizing a profit
over cost of $132,625.95.

Except for a small purchase in Deecember, 1964, these stocks which
were sold have been carried in our portfolios for some years.

The funds derived from the sale of common stock have been in-
vested in fixed income securities, both long and short term, to take
advantage of the higher rate of interest we now experience, which his-
torieally is the highest in 40 years.

The assets of the Grand Lodge at the close of our year 1966 totaled
$983,242.27. The income received on investments was $34,885.37. With
respect to The Nebraska Masonic Home the assets at year-end 1966
totaled $2,467,909.92. Return from invesment of $233,046.49 of these
funds was $91,531.18.
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While some of the funds in both the Grand Lodge and The Nebraska
Masonic Home derived from the sale of common stocks have been in-
vested in long-term securities, the largest portion has been invested in
relatively short-term securities so that your Board of Grand Trustees
may take advantage of the retreat of the stock market in what now is
termed a bear market. We anticipate that later in the year, or per-
haps in early 1967, we will again reinvest in common stocks a good
portion of the funds that are now in short term investments.

The audit prepared by our Certified Public Accountant containing
statements of assets and liahilities and the analysis of surplus and Fund
balances, reflecting the financial condition of both the Grand Lodge
and The Nebraska Masonic Home, will be published in the Annual Pro-
ceedings as a part of this report.

During the year the Trustees approved mortgage loan applications
of two of our Lodges to provide funds for improvement of their buildings.
The total amount invested was $15,000.

From time to time in the last few years members of the Board of
Grand Trustees have brought up for consideration the numerous accounts
of the Grand Lodge and The Nebraska Masonic Home and the number of
checking accounts which either by law or by practice have been main-
tained for a number of years. According to the accounting procedures
followed it was necessary to transfer funds from one bank account to an-
other aceount on many occasions during the year to comply with the
practices established and the provisions of our laws. In January of
this year the Board of Grand Trustees adopted a resolution directing
the Chairman and the Secretary to meet with our Certified Publie Aec-
countant to request of him a plan for consolidation so that some of the
eight checking accounts in the Grand Lodge and the six in the Home
could be eliminated and, if necessary, we seek changes in our laws for a
consolidation of these Funds and accounts.

In 1957 the Grand Lodge created a new system of accounting and
procedures affecting the Funds of the Grand Lodge, and it adopted an
amendment creating the Committee on Appropriations which, among
other things, provided that all officers, committees and individuals re-
quiring funds for the operation of the Grand Lodge should make ap-
plication to the Appropriations Committee, which should fix the amounts
to be appropriated to carry on the functions of the Grand Lodge.

Since no funds of the Grand Lodge may be used without an appro-
priation, and since the financial limit and authority of the officers,
persons or committees of the Grand Lodge is fixed, we are of the
opinion that the Funds of the Grand Lodge may be consolidated effec-
tively into two—The General Fund, which should constitute the operat-
ing Fund of the Grand Lodge and into which all income from whatever
source should be deposited in accordance with the provisions of our
laws, the surplus over that needed for operating expenses to be in-
vested by the Grand Trustees in accordance with the provisions of the
laws having to do with investing of Grand Lodge Funds; and a Grand
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Lodge Retirement Fund established to comply with the retirement pro-
gram adopted by the Grand Lodge, into which should be deposited the
sums appropriated by the Grand Lodge from year to year with respect
to the employees of the Grand Lodge and of The Nebraska Masonic
Home.

It is the recommendation of the Board of Grand Trustees that
the Trustees of The Nebraska Masonic Home should consolidate the
funds of The Nebraska Masonic Home into two, namely, a General Fund
and an Endowment and Bequest ¥und. The General Fund to be the
operating fund of The Nebraska Masonic Home, and the Endowment and
Bequest Fund, as its name implies, to be an endowment fund into
which all gifts and bequests to The Nebraska Masonic Home should be
deposited. We are of the opinion this can be done by the Trustees
of the Committee on Grand Lodge Offices and the Grand Master.

These matters have been discussed with and approved by members
of the Committee on Grand Lodge Officers and the Grand Master.

To the purpose of simplification the Board of Grand Trustees
therefore recommends that the following be adopted as a provision of
our Grand Lodge laws and requests that unanimous consent be given to
its adoption at this session:

Sec. 1-406—GENERAL FUND AND RETIREMENT FUND
(Amended).

That hereafter the Funds of this Grand Lodge shall be the fol-
lowing: General Fund and Retirement Fund.

The Orphans Educational Endowment Fund is hereby consol-
idated with the General Fund. The General Fund shall be the op-
erating fund of this Grand Lodge, out of which the expenses of the
Grand Lodge as appropriated by the Grand Lodge shall be paid.
This fund with its net annual inerease, shall, by the Board of Grand
Trustees, be invested and reinvested and kept separate and distinet
from all other funds. Into this Fund shall be deposited all inecome
of this Grand Lodge from whatever source derived.

There is hereby established a Retirement Fund for the benefit
of the employees of this Grand Lodge and The Nebraska Masonic
Home. Into this Fund shall be deposited the amount appropriated
by the Grand TLodge in accordance with the retirement program
heretofore approved by the Grand Lodge and as may be subsequently
amended by it. This Fund with its net annual increase, shall, by the
Board of Grand Trustees, be invested and reinvested and kept sep-
arate and distinet from all other funds.

(Sec. 1-406 and subsequent amendments repealed 1966.)
As Chairman of the Board of Grand Trustees I have been authorized
by the members to express our pleasure in the privilege of having served
the Grand Lodge in our designated capacity during the past year.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT

M.".W.".John F. Futcher, 302, asked for unanimous con-
sent to consider the following proposed amendment, which was
granted. The Grand Secretary read the proposed amendment
which was signed by tive members of the Grand Lodge, and
which was adopted by two-thirds majority.

Sec. 1-406—GENERAL FUND AND RETIREMENT FUND (Amended.)

That hereafter the Funds of this Grand Lodge shall be the following:
General Fund and Retirement Fund.

The Orphans Educational Endowment Fund is hereby consolidated
with the General Fund. The General Fund shall be the operating fund of
this Grand Lodge, out of which the expenses of the Grand Lodge as
appropriated by the Grand Lodge shall be paid. This fund with its net
annual inerease, shall, by the Board of Grand Trustees, be invested and
reinvested and kept separate and distinet from all other funds. Into
this Fund shall be deposited all income of this Grand Lodge from what-
ever source derived.

There is hereby established a Retirement Fund for the benefit
of the employees of this Grand Lodge and The Nebraska Masonic Home.
Into this Fund shall be deposited the amount appropriated by the Grand
Lodge in accordance with the retirement program heretofore approved
by the Grand Lodge and as may be subsequently amended by it. This
Fund with its net annual increase, shall, by the Board of Grand Trustees,
be invested and reinvested and kept separate and distinet from all
other funds.

(See. 1-406 and subsequent amendments repealed 1966.)

GRAND LODGE A.".F.". AND A.".M.". OF NEBRASKA
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

May 10, 1966
Assets
Total

Cash on deposit with banks:
EErEnall AGEOUIE 4500000000 600030600d000000000600050000 $ 46,445.42
SpecialiWA'C oD B R P N e S0 P A P 206.39
) BN A\ GOEIETR | 6 0 05000 50 505 0ld6 80 090850000000 60000000 645.30
Orphans’ Bducational Endowment Fund................. 187,484.27
[Sieeioll7 SOOI 50 66 660608006 a6 06006 6E0E 0600000000000 00000 14,951.49
IREILEE L\QEINNG, o060 0na0m 4 6 80aa6 06 6daackodoabooosopoos 14,347.50
Centennial Contingent Account.................c....... 692.33
I¥gEiremEy ACOOIINE coobeaadeacasssaos600005000a0a0000 1,290.76
266,063.46
Acecrued interest receivable.................. oo, 250.00
1e%araels a6l (SIHeel 9 a0 0 a0 0 0008000060080 60060 a0000 000000000008 708,145.21
Stock in The Nebraska Masonic Home—nominal value........ 1.00

Stock in Masonic-Eastern Star Home—nominal value.......... 1.00
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Furniture and fixtures—nominal value...................... 1.00
SIFORIY WEREOEY o 0 0o caoas00050000000a0000660000a0800000000 8,780.60
$983,242.27
Liabilities R

Due to The Nebraska Masonic Home:

General Fund .. ......cuinttintirannensenrnenenaennnns $ 2,345.75

Endowment and Bequest Fund..................couan... 405.11

el JHNRGL 5000665 000600000000000606a0800000000000000000 702.60

3,453.46
Other sundry payables............c..ooiiiiiiiiiiinin.... 430.30
Balance of appropriations on 1965-1966 hudget............... 2,700.00
Surplus or Fund Balance:

Orphans’ Educational Fund............ .. ciiiieennnn.n. 884,070.22
Less unexpended on 1965-1966 budget............... 2,700.00
1ERIININEE! 60/ 06 a5 0000060066a000000000600606000600060 881,370.22

Supply Account ....... ... ... 23,732.09

IREIER GO o o 6000000600 a06a06aa00600E60a00000a008064 47,309.11

Centennial Contingent Acecount......................... 692.33

Retirement Acecount ......... ...ttt iiinann.. 23,554.76

976,658.51
$983,242.27
GRAND LODGE A.".F.". AND A.".M.". OF NEBRASKA
Comparative Assets and Liabilities
ASSETS May 10, 1965 May 10,1966 (Decrease)
Cash on deposit with banks........ $ 79,007.04 $266,063.46 $187,056.42
Accrued interest receivable........ 250.00 250.00
Bonds and stoeks................. 772,976.79  708,145.21 ( 64,831.58)
Stock in The Nebraska Masonic
Hiome) (RS gt R . e 1.00 1.00
Stock in Masonic-Eastern Star
Home for Children............. 1.00 1.00
Furniture and fixtures............ 1.00 1.00
Supply inventory ................. 8,984.33 8,780.60 ( 203.73)
$860,971.16 $983,242.27 $122271.11
LIABILITIES
Due to The Nebraska Masonic
Home ..........ccvviervunnenn $ 65788 $ 345346 $ 2,795.58
Other sundry payables............ 430.30 430.30

Balance of appropriations on 1964-65
and 1965-66 budgets............. 2,150.00 2,700.00 550.00
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Surplus or Fund Balance. .......... 858,163.28 976,658.51  118,495.23

$860,971.16 $983,242.27 $122,271.11

THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

May 10, 1966

Assets
Totals
Cash on deposit:

The Omaha National Bank:
Cemernll LAQOBIINE 66600600006 5660a00060050000606066000000 $ 20,187.92
General Investment Acecount..............ccivvunnnnn. 108,218.92
Endowment and Bequest Fund.........ccoovvviiinnnn. 293,829.98
Plattsmouth State Bank, Plattsmouth, Nebraska.......... 7,168.63
United States National Bank of Omaha.....c.vvvueiennn.. 5,761.30
435,166.75
Bemsly @mel FUEEITe 5 a0000005000035500006606000000600000a000a 1,981,607.25
Real estate mortgages and eontraets.........ccoiiiiiiiinnn, 47.680.46
Buildings and grounds—Masonic HOME. . ccovverenrrranreanns 1.00
Furnishings—Masonic HOmME ..........cvvvneeeennnennanann 1.00
Due from Grand Lodge A.".F.". and A.".M.". of Nebraska..... 3,453.46
Due from Seal Fund.............. 0o iiiiiiniiiiiiannn. NONE

$2,467,909.92

Liabilities and Net Worth

Balance in Entertainment Account ........eevevivenennens $ 1,086.88
Balance in Memory Account ............cciviiieninnienas 23,106.63
Balance in Thanksgiving Account .............ccceuun... 5,637.48
Balance in Perpetual Room Account ...........cvvvuunnn.. 775.00
Balance in Room Furnishings Aecount .................... 129.20
Balance in Edwards Memorial Aceount ................... 284.00
Balance in Evers Memorial Account ......cooovviveenenn.. 599.00
31,618.19
Due to Endowment & Bequest Fund....................... NONE
Balance of appropriations on 1965-1966 budget.............. 29,671.65
Net Worth.:
Opiial FEOEEE 0 6600600660600069066000aa060600069006R600606060 1.00
Surplus or Fund Balances..............c.coeiiiiennnnnnn. NONE
Less unexpended on 1965-1966 budget.................. NONE
180IEYIEE 5 616 60 06060650606 6586 606060000006 6aa060a00aG 2,406,619.08

$2,467 009.92
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THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME

Comparative Assets and Liabilities

ASSETS
Cash on deposit:

The Omaha National Bank, Omaha, Nebrasgka:

General Account

Plattsmouth State Bank, Plattsmouth
Nebraska

Furnishings—Masonic Home
Dues from Grand Lodge A.".F.". and A.".M.".

of Nebraska
Accrued interest receivable

LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH
Balance in
Balance in
Balance in
Balance in
Balance in
Balance in
Balance in

Entertainment Account
Memory Account
Thanksgiving Account
Perpetual Room Account
Room Furnishings Account
Edwards Memorial Account
Evers Memorial Account

Balance of appropriations on 1964-65/1965-66
budgets
Net Worth:

Capital stock

General Investment Account...........
Endowment and Bequest Fund.........

[OMAHA,

Increase

May 10,1965 May 10,1966 (Decrease)

$ 19,230.03 $ 20,187.92 $  957.89
60,054.95  108,218.92  48,163.97
8,333.04  203,820.98 285496.94
13,381.57 7,168.63 (  6,212.94)
.. 5502.79 5,761.30 258.51
106,502.38  435,166.75  328,664.37
1,994 859.53  1,981,607.25 ( 13.252.28)
43,600.52 47,680.46 3,089.94
1.00 1.00
1.00 1.00
657.88 3,453.46 2.795.58
1,597.79 ( 1,597.79)

$2,147,310.10

$2,467.909.92

$320,599.82

Surplus or Fund Balances................

$ 307347 $ 1,086.88 (3 1,986.59)
19,798.28 23,106.63 3,308.35
5,637.48 5,637.48

775.00 775.00
119.20 129.20 10.00

284.00 284.00
4,883.00 599.00 (  4,284.00)
34,570.43 3161819 (  2,952.24)
35,478.36 29,671.65 ( 5,806.71)

1.00 1.00
2,077,260.31  2,406,619.08 329,358.77

$2,147,310.10

$2,467<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>