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PRAELUDIUM

The Centennial Communication of the Most Worshipful, the Grand
Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Nehraska was a fitting
climax to a glorious history of One Hundred Years since its inception, —
years of growth and prosperity — other years of bleak discouragement
and doubt, — but always the unfaltering adherence to the ancient
fundamentals of this Venerable Order. Ingeniously conceived, meticulous-
ly arranged, faultlessly presented, this historic occasion provided a wealth
of entertainment for the many distinguished guests from every quarter
of the Masonic world and brought honor to every member of the
Fraternity in this jurisdietion.

From the welcoming hand extended to the first arrival to the
fluttering wave of farewell to the last departing guest, nothing was
left undone that would enhance the pleasure of the visitors or contribute
to their enjoyment. The beautiful favors, the unusual souvenirs, the
well-appointed and delicious dinners, the colorful decorations, the com-
modious and comfortable accommodations, as well as the genuine, warm-
hearted, personal interest of the Grand Lodge officers and the many
committees in seeing to it that no one lacked the fulfilment of any
desire, all merged into a continuous flow of delightful and harmonious
enjoyment. The many expressions of pleasure that have been received
since the visitors returned to their homes is ample reward for the months
of painstaking planning that made this Centennial Communication a
never-to-be-forgotten experience.

The Music Room of the City Aunditorium was the scene of all
Grand Lodge sessions as well as of several other functions. The com-
fortable, opera-type seats and the well-regulated air-conditioning system
made the selection of this room a most happy ome.

The Centennial Observance began with a Thanksgiving Service at
7 o’clock Sunday evening, June 2nd. This unusual service was in the
form of an Anglican Even-song, with the music furnished by the Omaha
University Choir, John D. Miller, Director, and Mrs. Howard Rushton,
Organist. The Officiants of the service were: Rev. Mark D. McCallum,
All Saints Episcopal Church (Omaha); Rev. C. Vin White, First Presby-
terian Church (Lincoln); Rev. William P. Reid, St. John’s Episcopal
Church (Omaha); Rev. William Cross, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
(Lincoln). The sermon was delivered by Right Reverend William L.
Wright, Archbishop of Algoma and Metropolitan of Ontario, presently
the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada,
Province of Ontario. This distinguished Churchman and Mason brought
a masterful and challenging message to a capacity audience, using for
his text a portion of Psalm 96, verse 6: “Strength and beauty are in
His sanctuary.”

The strength of the sermon, the beauty of the music and the rever-
ential participation of the audience in the printed service provided an
inspiration for the Centennial Communication that set the tome for the
entire week and assured the realization of all expectations.

At 9 o’clock on Monday morning, the Past Grand Masters of the
Grand Lodge of Nebraska made a pilgrimage to Prospect Hill Cemetery




to lay a wreath on the tomb of M.".W. .Robert Carrel Jordan, the first
Grand Master of Nebraska. The eulogy was delivered by Past Grand
Master M..W.".Ralph O. Canaday, who in very fitting words paid a
well-deserved tribute to the life and work of that distinguished Mason.

At 10 o’clock fourteen bus-loads of brethren and their ladies traveled
to Plattsmouth to visit The Nebraska Masonic Home and the guests
there, and to enjoy a delicious picnie lunch on the grounds around the
Home, prepared under the direction of the efficient and well-loved
Superintendent, W.".William F. Evers and his wife. En route to the
Home, the caravan stopped for a few moments at the City Park in Bellevue
to view the monument commemorating the establishment of Masonry in
Nebraska. W.".Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian, who, as Master of
Nebraska Lodge No. 1 during the Diamond Jubilee of the Grand Lodge
in 1932, presided at the presentation of the monument to the Grand Lodge,

spoke briefly about that ceremony in explanation of the significance of
the monument.

After lunch was over, the travelers again boarded the buses to go to
Fremont to visit The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children, where
they were greeted by members of the Home Board and welcomed by the
children as they moved around and through the various buildings. After
a light collation, the trip was resumed for return to Omaha. The day
was perfect and every detail of the trip was carefully worked out.

Monday evening brought a concert by the University of Nebraska
Symphony Orchestra which was throughly enjoyed by all who attended.
The character of the music and the artistry of the players combined to
make a most pleasurable evening.

On Tuesday evening M.".W.".Merle M. Hale, Grand Master, enter-
tained the distinguished guests and their ladies, together with the Grand
Lodge officers and their ladies, at a banquet in the Ballroom of the
Sheraton-Fontenelle Hotel. This brilliant affair, though formal in com-
plexion, was most informal in character, with many interchanges of
pleasantry as bandinage flitted from table to table while introductions
were being made. A solo with words of his own composition, sung by
W.".Dr. Harlan 8. Heim, accompanied by W. .Harold H. Thom, and a
group of duets by Mr. Millard Cates and Mr. Gordon Ohlsson, accompanied
by Mrs. Gordon Ohlsson, were greatly appreciated by 2all present and
added much to their enjoyment. This was the largest and one of the
most enjoyable of the long line of Grand Master’s dinners, and the
personable charm of the Grand Master as he presided made everyone
seem part of one happy family.

Wednesday evening brought the annual Grand Lodge dinner in the
Ballroom of the Sheraton-Fontenelle Hotel. This was another delighful
occasion, high-lighted by an outstanding address by M.".W.".Thomas S.
Roy, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts and
Seeretary of the Grand Master’s Conference of North America, on the
subjeet: “The Imperatives of Masonry.” All who had heard him on
previous occasions knew what to expect from this gifted and distingunished
Mason and were not disappointed. The great group of nearly one
thousand Masons were thrilled and electrified by matchless elogquence




and sobered by the personality of his challenge. It was indeed a great
moment in Nebraska Masonry.

While the brethren were enjoying this “feast of reason and flow
of soul”, the ladies were passing a pleasant cvening at a dinner in the
City Auditorium whieh they reported was just as outstanding as anything
that had been afforded the men.

On Thursday, shortly after noon, all business having been transacted
and the newly-elected officers installed, the Centennial Communication
of the Grand Lodge closed, and visitors and members alike departed to
their near or far-distant home, cherishing a fond recollection of old
friends greeted, mew friends made, happy and profitable hours of
fraternal intercourse, stimulated and strengthened for further duties
and greater achievements as the slowly-descending curtain of the First
One Hundred Years of Masonry in Nebraska fades into the opening
vista of the SECOND CENTURY. It will never he permitted for this
same group to meet again on this earth — but in the illimitable reaches
of the Celestial Lodge above, the Supreme Grand Master will welcome
every one of us to that Eternal Communication where the pillars of
STRENGTH and BEAUTY guard the portals of Everlasting Life and
PERFECT WISDOM shall reign, world without end.

SO MOTE IT BE! !!






The Grand East at the City Auditorium, One Hundredth

Annual Communication June 4, 5 and 6, 1957.

Past Grand Masters, front row, left to right: M.".W. .
Brothers Ernest S. Schiefelbein, Chancellor A. Phillips, Lewis
E. Smith, Merle M. Hale, Charles A. Chappell, Walter R.
Raecke. Second row, left to right: ~M.".W.".Brothers Earl
J. Lee, Edward F. Carter, William B. Wanner, George A. Kurk,
William C. Schaper, Edward Huwaldt, Benjamin F. Egyre.
Top row, left to right: ~ M.".W.".Brothers Elmer E. Magee,
John S. Hedelund, Herbert T. White, Edward M. Knight,
Thomas J. Aron, Charles F. Adams, Fay Smith.






Reception of Past Grand Masters, left to right:

M.".W.".Brothers Herbert T. White, Charles F. Adams,
Fay Smith, Edward M. Knight, Thomas ]. Aron, John S.
Hedelund, Elmer E. Magee, Edward Huwaldt, Benjamin F.
Eyre, William C. Schaper, William B. Wanner, George A.
Kurk, Edward F. Carter, Earl ]. Lee, Walter R. Raecke,
Chancellor A. Phillips, Ralph O. Canaday, Charles A. Chappell,
Lewis E. Smith.

Those behind M."-W."-Brother Smith are W."-Ralph M.
Carhart, Grand Marshal; W. .Harold H. Thom, Grand
Historian, and R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary.







M.".W.".Merle M. Hale, Grand Master, presenting Fifty-year
Attendance Certificate to W.".William Cosh, 11.  (See
page 300)

M.".W.".Merle M. Hale, Grand Master, presenting Bronze
Jordan Medal to M."-W.".Edwin L. Lunde, Grand Master
of Towa. (See page 308)






Certificate to W.".Alban P. Smith, Master of Capitol
Lodge No. 3. (See page 299)

M. W. .Merle M. Hale,
Grand Master, and the
Grand Lodge banner which
he presented to the Grand

M.".W.".Merle M. Hale, Grand Master, presenting Centennial
Lodge.  (See page 299)







A CENTENNJAL CHARGE TO NEBRASKA MASONS
BASED UPON THE FOUNDATION LAID BY
ROBERT CARREL JORDAN, OUR FIRST GRAND MASTER

By M.".W. .Ralph O. Canaday

We have met here this morning at the last resting place of our first
Grand Master. Robert Carrel Jordan was chosen our Grand Master
one hundred years ago. He presided over the destinies of our Grand
Lodge during the first three years of its existence. These were the
formative years. Reading his addresses shows that the big issue then
to be decided was whether the new Grand Lodge was to genuinely follow
and abide by the ancient landmarks, whether its members were to live
up to the high moral code prescribed by Masonic teaching, whether
spiritual principles and religious faith were to be its guide or whether
the Grand Lodge was to permit lip service only to these things and
tolerate indifference to the landmarks and to its moral standards and
its spiritual ideals. His firm stand and his splendid leadership helped
lay the solid foundation upon whiech our Grand Lodge has builded so
successfully over this hundred years, and made this institution the
great influence for good that it has been, not only in the lives of the
thousands who have been and are its members, but in the building of
our State.

But we are not here today to pay tribute to or honor Robert Carrel
Jordan. Nothing we can do or say will add honor or luster to that
which he has already received.

We have met here at his tomb rather for our own benefit to reflect
upon his life, to become again inspired by his lofty ideals, his courage
and his leadership and to again rededicate our lives and energies to the
continued building of this great Masonic edifice on the firm foundation
laid by our first Grand Master and his founding brethren.

It is well that we do this if we are to preserve Masonry—the Robert
Carrel Jordan kind of Masonry. We live in a changing world. Not only
has there been great scientific changes that have changed completely
our way of life, but there are changes in our way of thinking, in our
beliefs, our attitudes toward ourselves, our neighbor, and our Maker
being urged upon us. We all recognize that change is necessary, that
we cannot stand still, that we must go forward. But there are two
kinds of changes. There is the change that is guided by the experiences
of the past, that builds upon the firm foundations of the past. This is
the kind of change that accepts those principles that the past have
proven tried and true, that recognize that there are certain fundamentals
that must guide man in his relationship to his fellow man and to his
Maker, that can never change. This ig the kind of change that we as
Masons believe in. It is the kind of change that will lead us forward,
help us build upon the foundations which such men as Grand Master




Jordan laid for us. On this foundation we as Masons can build an edifice
that will endure.

Then there is the other kind of change—change for the sake of
change-—change that would build its edifice on the shifting sands,
oblivious to the experiences and the lessons of the past. Those who
would bring about this kind of change would ignore history. They
see in the distance the mirage of a utopia and they want to break with
the past, ignore its lessons and follow false prophets.

As Masons we must differentiate between these two kinds of change.
We have built our Masonic institution on foundations that have been
laid for us in the past. Those great truths that our order venerates
which have come down to us, tried and proven to be eternal in the
crucible of the past, we know to be true and that only by observing
them can we meet the problems of today and build for a glorious and
enduring tomorrow.

Masonry’s greatest contribution to our country and to our civiliaztion
today should be the part it takes in weaving into the fabric of the
present the moral and spiritual principles upon which it was founded
and which have caused it to endure.

This, then, is the reason for our meeting at this hallowed spot
today—that we may, for a moment, contemplate upon the life of this
great and good man and the lives of others who have gone Dbefore,
whose lives were dedicated to promulgating the principles of our order
and in building these prineiples into the foundation upon which our
nation was founded. We have met here that we may partake again of
their inspiration and rededicate ourselves to following in their footsteps.

May our country have change—may it progress. But may that
progress and that change always have in it, and be guided by, the
great spiritual and moral principles so ably advocated by Robert Carrel
Jordan and all other wise and devoted brethren who have gone before us.




At the grave of M."-W. .Robert Carrel Jordan, first Grand
Master of Nebraska.

M.".W.".Ralph O. Canaday
placing a wreath on the grave
of M.".W. .Robert Carrel
Jordan, first Grand Master.







“HERITAGE AND OBLIGATION”’
ANNIVERSARY ADDRESS

By M..W..Thomas J. Roy, Past Grand Master of
Massachusetts.

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished Guests, and Brethren:
Thank you for your welcome. 1 am grateful beyond words for the honor
of being invited to come and speak to you on this oecasion. I wish
that T were more worthy of this honour. I have been sitting here, waiting
to be turned loose on you, and wondering why I ever thought that it
would be worth your while for me to come so far, and perhaps say so
little. I have becn addressing audiences of all kinds now for fifty
years, and I am completely honest when I say that I never get on my
feet to talk without an agonizing sense of inadequacy.

I congratulate you most heartily on the attainment of your one
hundredth anniversary as a Grand Lodge. I bring you the congratulations
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and the warmest good wishes
of the Grand Master and all of the brethren. Next year we celebrate
our two hundredth and twenty-fifth anniversary. We hope, that as you
face the future, it is with the confidence that it will bring the fulfillment
of all the hopes and dreams that have gone into this Grand Lodge for
one hundred years.

I do not share the sentiment sometimes expressed that just to have
existed for a hundred years is nothing to Le proud of. Even a tree that
has lived for a hundred years has weathered the storms, and thus indicates
an inherent virility that was not possessed by its erstwhile neighbors
that went down before the storm or succumbed to disease. Your Grand
Lodge was crected in a day of turmoil, of fieree fanaticism, when the
passions of men flamed out in bitter hatred, and base treachery, and
wanton cruelty, and eventually war. When the idea of erecting a Grand
Lodge was first proposed they could very well have said to one another:
“this is no time to organize a group conceived in the consciousness of
man’s inherent worth, and dedicated to the proposition that men can
live together as brothers.” To have lifted its head above the confliet of
those turbulent days, and to have survived the subscquent shocks of
war, and disaster, and depression reveals a ruggeditess of character, and
a tenacity of purpose that demand the highest tribute that we can Dbring
to the Grand Lodge of Nebraska as we celebrate this centennial.

We are not so naive, however, as to think of the Grand Lodge as
an entity that exists of and by itself. 1t has no existence apart from
those who consitute its membership. So that it is the founders of this
Grand Lodge, and those who have given it support and dircetion during
the years whom we honor tonight. We are grateful for the qualities
they possessed, and the abilities they put into action.

Ours is a day of clever phrases and hanal cliches. One of the most
cynical consists of just two words: “so what!” Having acknowledged



all that the past has given to us as heritage, does it have any meaning
for us today? Has it any significance for us today? Is it in any sense
relevant to the life situation of the present, particularly Freemasonry
and its ends? The answers are to he found in the imperatives of
Freemasonry which are as insistent and compelling today as they were
one hundred years ago, and that constitute the only argument we need
for the investment of our lives in the perpetuation of the Craft.

I. QUEST.

The fundamental character of Freemasonry is revealed in our quest,
for we are perpetual seekers for the light. We know that this is a
valid venture, for it has heen the primary purpose of man ever since
he first became conscious of himself as a personal being on the earth.
We sometimes think of the divine fiat, “Let there be light!” as having
been uttered once for all at the creation; but Freemasonry has nowhere
been more consistent with the very nature of the universe than in its
ingistence upon saying over and over again, “Let there be light.”” TFor
we thus symbolize in our ritual man’s seareh for the scerets of the
unjverse.

One of the courses I had in college was a history of philosophy. A
few years ago I reread the book we used in that course to see if it
would have any more meaning for me than it had almost fifty years
ago. Much of it was just as incomprelensible to me as it was when I
studied it first. I am ready to agree with the man who said that the
study of philosophy is like looking into a dark ecloset for a black cat
that is not there. All of the philosophers across the centuries have
been living in the same world, and looking for the same thing, namely
that which would give meaning and unity to the world. Each one of
them found an answer. But the trouble is that no two of the answers
agree. So that if you have not found an answer to the question as to
what it is all about, don’t worry, for you belong to the great majority.
And if you have found an answer, don’t be too sure that it is the right
one. One conelusion resulted from my second reading of the history
of philosophy, and that is that these men were all uttering the divine fiat.
Whether it was Thales saying that water is the ultimate ground of
everything, or Heraclitus saying that fire is the ultimate ground of
everything, or, some twenty-five-hundred years later John Dewey affirm-
ing that there is no "ahsolute and that therefore relativity reigns in the
realm of morals, each has been saying in his own way, “Let there be
light.”

This imperative of the quest for light is not only consistent with
man’s continuous search for truth, but is consistent with the ideal
end or purpose of any worthwhile organization. Too often it happens
that an organization with worthy ends becomes completely absorbed,
not in the realization of those ends but in perpetuating itself. It is not
seeking for light in the interest of those ends, but for that which will
support its claims to validity as an organization. My experience in
the study of religion across the years compels me to conclude that




sometimes what began as a positive faith in something big and universal
degenerated into a negative prejudice against all other beliefs. Some-
times, instead of sceking for the light, for the truth, it is sceking for
support for its claim to be the custodian of the light, and the souree
of all truth. We are not interested in keeping Freemasonry alive as
an organization just for the sake of keeping it alive. We are not
interested in trying to justify our right to live today by virtue of
something that happened yesterday. Rather are we interested in making
the present so vital that it will justify the past-giving worth to all that
Masons of days gone by have done to make the present possible.

This is not a perfect world, and, great as it is this is not a perfect
nation. We'd like to think that we live in a land of equal justice, where
the rights of all men are cqually respceted; hut honesty compels us to
admit that it is not so. Sometimes it seems that there are demonic
forces at work releasing the worst in man in his inhumanity to his fellow
man. As long as there is social injustice; as long as there is politieal
corruption; as long as there is industrial exploitation; as long as there
is religious superstition, just so long must we he seeking for the light,
for the secret that will enable us to help the world to find its life on the
level of Justice, and Honesty, and Service and Truth.

II. PROGRESS.

The sceond imperative, as insistent and compelling as it was one
hundred years ago is that of advancement, or progress. This imperative
is both implicit and explicit in Freemasonry. It is at the heart of our
Masonie philosophy, and it is symbolized in our degrces. We advance
from one to another.

One of the great controversies among philosophers, and among
theologians is over the uestion of the possibility of human progress.
The English philosopher, Spencer, identified progress with evolution,
and looked upon it as an inevitable thing. Will Durant ecame along
and said that to a generation disillusioned by the first world war, “The
idea of progress seemed now to be one of the shallowest delusions
that had ever mocked man’s misery, or lifted him up to a vain idealism
and a colossal futility.” Iowever, he seems to have some hope for
progress when he says: “Progress necd not be continuous in order to be
real. There may he plateaus in it, Dark Ages and disheartening retro-
gressions; but if the last stage is the highest of all we shall say that
man makes progress.”’

As Freemasons we are irrevocahly committed to the idea of progress.
We go from light to more light. We acknowledge here and there that
light has come as yet but partially. Because of our experience in the
Craft we refusc to helieve that there is any finiality in the search for
light. We are interested these days in the voyage of the Mayflower II,
now making her way across the Atlantic to the landfall on these shores
first sighted by the Mayflower I. It has stirred up considerable
interest in my part of the country. I hope that we are not going to




be so absorbed in the details of the physical reconstruction of the
ship that we forget the spiritual values brought by the Pilgrims. I
hope that we do not forget the words of onc of the greatest of the
Pilgrims who did not even get to make the vovage on the Mayflower. The
Pilgrims were dissenters from the Established Chureh in England who
fled to Leydon in Holland where they could worship God as conscience
dictated. Because they did not wish to lose their identity, as in the
course of time they would in the Dutch nation, they embarked for the
new world. That is, part of them embarked for the new world. Their
Pastor, John Robinson, staved behind with the rest of the Congregation,
intending to come later. TUnfortunately he died before he could ecarry
out his intentions. But as that first group sailed away from Leyden,
the last message their Pastor gave to them wes to remember that God
had more light to break from his Ioly Word, He was a Mason in
spirit as he told them to look for more light.

To insist on progress in life we must struggle against our own
inertia, and that of Society. It is difficult to overcome the feeling that
this is the end of the road. Two thousand years ago, or thercabouts
the northwest confines of Europe was given the name of Ultima Thule,
whieh meant the end of the world. Others of those western countries
ingeribed on their coins the words “ne plus ultra,” meaning “nothing
more heyond.” But there eame the day when a man sailed over the
horizon with the slogan “Sail On!” and found a new world for himself
and mankind.

Our late lamented Brother Rudyard Kipling has given us a hint
of the meaning of progress, and the urge to advance in his poem, “The
Explorer.” The old explorer recalls what they said to him on the
Eastern side of the mountains, and what his experience was.

“There’s no sense in going further, it’s the edge of cultivation,”

So they said. and I believed it—broke my land and sowed my crop—
Built my bharns and strung my fences in the little border station
Tucked away helow the foothills where the trails run out and stop.
Till a voice, as bad as Conscience, rang interminable c¢hanges

On one everlasting Whisper day and night repeated—so:

‘Something hidden. Go and find it. Go and look hehind the Ranges—
Something lost hehind the Ranges. Lost and waiting for you. Go.”

That’s Freemasonry’s message isn't it? There is something lost behind
the ranges. There is & lost word; there is a lost secret; there is a lost
prineiple beyond our sight, beyond our immediate knowledge. We must
keep going on. For we are either explorers or exploiters. We are either
pushing on seeking for that ultimate word or meaning that will help
us to lead the world into a new day, or we are shamelessly exploiting
that which has been so hard-won for us by the explorers of yesterday;
using it for our pleasure or profit. What we owe to the seekers after
light is the measure of the effort we must put into the seareh for light.
For whether it was the explorer who went out not knowing whither he




went, or the scientist who dreamed his way to automation, or the
physician who took the race heyond Yellow Fever, or Sleeping Sickness,
or Polio, or the man who filled the sky with planes, or the founders of
this Grand Lodge who believed that we should not stand still, but use
every possible means to open new paths for men to the secrets of life,
they all placed the world in their debt by their insistence on seeking
more light.

“It is no compliment to the fathers to camp where they fell.”
Loyalty to their memories demands that we carry Freemasonry ecloser
to the problems of life, and make it the activating agent that will
release within men the beneficent forces that will help them to find
their lives in unity and brotherhood.

IIT. CONFORMITY.

There is a third imperative that has strengthened with the years.
The bhrethren who erected this Grand Lodge found it, and lived with it,
There is no hope for the future of Freemasonry or mankind if we don’t
realize that it must bhe given increasing emphasis with the years. It is
the imperative of Conformity.

While one of the great ends of Freemasonry is to try to establish
the collective life of mankind in brotherhood there is nothing soft about
the Craft. While it seems to aceommodate itself to the individual’s
need, it ean be ag inflexible in its demands as steel. One meets it on
the threshold of Freemasonry, for hefore the candidate can proceed to
the degrees he must affirm that he is willing to conform to all of the
anecient established usages and customs of the order. We talk about
our ideals, and principles and purposes, which seem mild enough, but we
insist upon obligations.

Let us face the fact that Freemasonry, and rightly so, is really
rough at this point. A candidate comes into the Lodge room a free man,
but he goes out a slave. He comes into the Lodge room a person whose
actions are determined by his desires, but he goes out a man who is no
longer able to do what desire, or caprice, or expediency dictates, for
every decision thereafter must be made with reference to his obligation,
His freedom to do as he pleases ends where his obligation begins. Ile
must econform to the principles of the Craft.

There can be no question whatever as to the number one implication
of that ohligation. Whether we sense it or not; whether we acknowledge
it or not that obligation calls for an uncompromising morality. There
is only one wayv in which a Mason can demonstrate the worth of Free-
masonry, and that is by the superior moral quality of his life. I know
all about our henevolent activities. Add them all together and they
surpass by a wide margin every other fraternal organization in the
world. But our chief distinction must be in character. If we fail
there we succeed no place. If we suceeed there we fail no place.

In my work as Secretary of the Committee on Information for
Recognition of the Conference of Grand Masters of Masons in North
America, I was under the necessity recently of trying to get some in-



formation as to what happened to Freemasonry in Bolivia. 1 knew that
the government had initiated action looking towards the suppression
of Freemasonry in that country. I had received conflicting reports.
Some said the law had gone into effect, and some said it had not. 1
knew of a minister working in a Mission in Bolivia, so wrote to him for
information. He is not a Mason, and it took him some time to get
the information, but it came a few days ago. The suppression law was
not put into effect. But this is what I want to tell you. My friend
received his information from a Mr. B. who is not a Bolivian, and this is
what he wrote about him: “If all the Lodge men are of Mr. B.s calibre,
they are indeed fine men.” Because Frecmasonry succeeded in the life
of Mr. B. it succeeded in the life of my elergyman friend. If Freemasonry
succeeds in you it succeeds in every life that touches yours and identifies
Freemasonry with you. If Freemasonry fails in you, it fails in every
life that touches yours and identifies Freemasonry with you. There
is upon each of us a tremendous responsibility, for in the eyes of the
Profane Freemasonry is no better than the man who calls himself a
Mason. That is what I mean when I say that conformity to the moral
demands of Freemasonry is one of the great imperatives today, even as
it was one hundred years ago.

IV. COOPERATION,

There is another imperative as compelling for us as it was for the
founders of this Grand Lodge, and that is the imperative of cooperation.
Perhaps we should call it brotherhood. I like the word cooperation
because it is the active equivalent of brotherhood. I realize that in
talking about it at all I lay myself open to the charge of emphasizing
the obvious, or over-playing the commonplace. Let me assure you,
however, that there is nothing obvious or commonplace about this as
I think of it. One of the most unfortunate things that could happen
to us would be for brotherhood to become just a phrase—like a coin
worn smooth, with the mark of its value worn off.

Freemasonry is more than a Brotherhood. To use the language of
the market place we can say that Freemasonry is a sales ageney for the
Brotherhood idea. It is an active agent for the thrust of brotherhood
into the life of the world. Perhaps the hardest thing for the Freemason
to learn is that the imperative implicit in our teachings is that there
is a place to start the practice of cooperation in brotherhood, but there
is no place to stop. For the limits of the Masonie lodge within which
brotherhood is to be practiced are the limits of the universe. The
Mason can never find himself in a situation in whieh he can say, “with
this man I do not have to act by the principles of Brotherhood.”

At the risk of being tedious let me indicate how it works out. In
travelling about I meet officious people who irritate me, only to find
sometimes that we are Lrother Masons, If we had known we would
have been different. This compels me to practice the “as if” philosophy.
It is very simple. I do not know whether or not there is 2 God. I believe
there should be a God, so T am going to act as if there were a God. If




there is a God I am not sure that He is a righteous God and demands
righteousness of me. But I believe that that is how it should be so
I am going to act as if he were a good God and demanded righteousness of
me. Apply this “as if” philosophy to Freemasonry, and it means this.
My obligation demands a certain kind of conduct from me towards a
Brother-mason. But I do not know whether this man is a Brother-mason
or not, and there is no opportunity to find out. Therefore I must act
towards every man as if he were a Mason. I am going to hazard an
assertion that I do not think can be successfully challenged, and it is
that it is this philosophy that alone can give moral validity to some
of the particular vows in our obligations. If I am to be scrupulously
honest in my dealings with a Brother-mason, and I eannot always identify
him as such, then I must be as serupulously honest with every man as if
he were a Mason. If I am to protect the relatives of Masons and have
no way of identifying them as such, then I must proteet every woman
as if she were the relative of a Mason. That is an implication of brother-
hood that constitutes an imperative as compelling today as it was one
hundred years ago. There is no use talking in vague generalities about
brotherhood, dissipating its force in a maudlin sentimentalism, that
demands nothing specific and gets less than that. If Freemasonry
makes a difference in our acts and attitudes then here is the place to
prove it.

These then are the imperatives that prove that Freemasonry is mo
ivory tower. It is no escape from the problems and tensions that are
inevitable in our kind of world. We are not using Masonry as an
escape from the obligations of life, playing at brotherhood as substitute
for an aceeptance of the realities of brotherhood. The founders of this
Grand Lodge have given us a Masonry that can be released as a great
construetive force in the life of the world. They have made us privileged
men—men who have seen a vision of what life can be; men who have
dreamed a dream of an ideal life for humanity and therefore forever
committed to the task of translating that vision and that dream into
action. And may God he with you men of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska
as you carry on this task in the years to come.

For:

This is your hour,

Creep upon it!

Summon your power,

Leap upon it!

Grasp it, elasp it,

Hold it tight!

Strike it, spike it

With full might!

If you take too long to ponder
Opportunity may wander.
Hesitation is a mire;

Climb up, climb out, Climb on higher!
Do your best and do it now!
Live your best, and live it now!
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’Biog/aPL\ica]
/v\e}/]e_ McKee Hale

Merle McKee Hale, 91st Grand Master, was born August 21,
1902, at Lincoln, Nebraska, the son of William O. and Eulalia
McKee Hale. He graduated from Lincoln High School in 1920
and from the University of Nebraska in 1925 with the degree of
Bachelor of Science. He is a graduate of the Advanced Manage-
ment Program of Harvard University, Graduate School of Business
Administration, receiving his diploma in 1950.

M.".W.".Brother Hale and Louise Harrison were married
June 16, 1926 and make their home at 1915 D Street, Lincoln. They
have two sons, Robert H. and John M. and are members of the
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church where M."-W.".Brother Hale is

a former Vestryman.

M.".W.".Brother Hale has been associated with the telephone
industry since 1919. He is vice president in charge of operations
of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company and a member
of the company’s Board of Directors and Executive Committee.
He is president and a member of the Board of Directors of the
Nebraska Telephone Directory Company; a past president and
presently a member of the Board of Directors and member of the
Executive Committee of the United States Independent Telephone
Association; past president of the Nebraska Telephone Association;
past national president of the Independent Telephone Pioneer
Association and past president of the Frank H. Woods Chapter
of that association. He is a member of the Board of Directors of
the Security Mutual Life Insurance Company.

Active in civic affairs, M."-W.".Brother Hale is a past president
of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis Club of Lincoln



and Nebraska Society, Sons of the American Revolution. He is a
member of the Advisory Committee to the Executive of the Corn-
husker Council, Boy Scouts of America, and the Advisory Board
of the Salvation Army. He was general chairman of the United
Fund Campaign in Lincoln in 1954 and is now a member of the
Board of Directors of that organization.

MASONIC HISTORY

Lodge : Initiated October 12, passed November 16, and raised
December 28, 1928, all in Lancaster Lodge No. 54, Lincoln. He
served as Master in 1938. Received Certificate of Proficiency in
1935 and has regularly renewed his certification.

He is a member of Lincoln Chapter No. 6, Mt. Moriah Com-
mandery No. 4 and Lincoln Council No. 4, all of Lincoln.

Grand Lodge: Appointed Grand Junior Deacon by M. -W.".
Thomas ]. Aron in 1951, and elected and installed Grand Master
on June 7, 1956. He was appointed Grand Representative of the
Grand Lodge of Minnesota on February 14, 1952 by M. .W.".
Thomas ]. Aron.

M. .W.".Brother Hale is a-32nd degree Mason, K-G:CH:; of
the Lincoln Consistory, Valley of Lincoln, Orient of Nebraska,
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.. In 1953 and 1954 he served
as Venerable Master of the Lincoln Lodge of Perfection and is a
member of the Scottxsh the Temple Board.
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He is a member of the thuahsac Divan of Sesostris Temple,
A.A.ON.MS. and Past Patron of Temple Chapter No 271, O.E.S.
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He has been a member of the Board of Trustees of The
Nebraska Masonic Home since 1940 and a member of the Advisory
Council, Lincoln Chapter, Order of DeMolay since 1954. He
was chairman of the Masonic-Eastern Star Student Fund Com-
mittee on Education from 1940 to 1950. He is a member of the




Hiram Club, Jesters and the Nebraska Veteran Freemasons Associ-

ation.

Truly, the duties and obligations of the Grand Master became
more and more extended as he led the 46,000 Masons of Nebraska
in ob-ervance of the Centennial of their Grand Lodge. In a spirit
of rededicaticn of the exalted principles of the Fraternity to Almighty
God, Macons of Nebraska met in twenty pre-centennial meetings
threughout the state culminated by the Centennial Communication
of the Grand Lodge. M. -W. .Brother Hale took full part in
these functions in addition to devoting assiduous attention to the
usual responsibilities of his high office. Under his guidance, Masonry
in Nebraska has advanced through this important milestone of its
history leaving a heritage of inspiration for those who follow.
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PROCEEDINGS
of the
Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons

of Nebraska

ONE HUNDREDTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

Held in Omaba, June 4, 5 and 6, 1957
ese

FIRST DAY—MORNING SESSION
Tuesday, June 4, 1957

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska met in
Annual Communication in the Music Hall, City Auditorium,
Omaha, at 9:00 o’clock a. m. on Tuesday, June 4, A.D. 1957,
A, L. .5957.

There were present the following:

M..W.".Merle M. Hale, 54.................... Grand Master
R.".W.".Roy I. Babbitt, 295.................... Deputy Grand Master
R..W.".John E. Beaver, 253.................... Grand Senior Warden
R.".W. . Joseph C. Tye, 46...........cecvvuunnn. Grand Junior Warden
R.".W..Carl R. Greisen, 32.................... Grand Secretary
V.."W. .Mark D. McCallum, 268................ Grand Chaplain
Wa oCh A N ntse, 1060 oo d sasenaooae o6 oo Grand Orator
W..Harold H. Thom, 1.................... Grand Historian
W.".Raymond C. Cook, 6................... Grand Custodian
W.".Ralph M. Carhart, 120................. Grand Marshal
W.".John F. Futcher, 302.................. Grand Senior Deacon
W.".Herbert A. Ronin, 210................. Grand Junior Deacon
W.".Charles H. Ninegar, 301................ Grand Tyler

Preceding the formal opening of the Grand Lodge, Brother
Arthur N. Howe, 290, entertained the representatives and
visitors with an organ recital.
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Promptly at 8:45 o’clock a. m. a Lodge of Master Masons
was opened in due form by R.".W..Roy I. Babbitt, Deputy
Grand Master, the invocation being given by V. .W. .Mark
D. MeCallum, Grand Chaplain.

M.".W. .Merle M. Hale, Grand Master, was escorted to the
East by M.".W. .Thomas J. Aron, introduced and given the
Grand Honors.

The Grand Master directed the Grand Secretary to call the
roll of Chartered Liodges. There being a constitutional number
of Lodges represented, the Grand Master declared the One
Hundredth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the
Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska opened in ample form and directed the
Grand Marshal to make proclamation thereof.

The Grand Master instructed the Grand Marshal to escort
the Grand Chaplain, V.".W.".Mark D. MeCallum, to the altar
for the purpose of Prayer.

PRESENTATION OF THE FLAGS

Presentation of the Flag of the United States and the Flag
of the Dominion of Canada was made by Sir Knights of Mt.
Calvary Commandery No. 1 in a most impressive manner. The
following tribute to the United States Flag by W. .Herbert
A. Ronin, Grand Junior Deacon, was given:

TRIBUTE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG

It is thrilling and most gratifying to see the Stars and Stripes and
the Union Jack presented together. This ceremony is very appropriate
because of the close and most friendly relationship that exists between
the United States and Canada. Both flags symbolize Freedom and
Democracy in our respective countries, together they represent the mutual
trust and good-will we repose in each other as evidenced by thousands
of miles of unprotected border. This constitutes an ideal example for
other nations to emulate, and which if projected worldwide would build
the sure foundation of a lasting peace.

It is my honored privilege to offer tribute to our beautiful American
Flag. Blessed by Almighty God and glorified by the sacrificial blood
of our heroic dead and living heroes, it represents the soul-stirring
history and the great spirit and heart of the American people. Let us
ever be thankful to God for our liberties, our traditions and high ideals,
that we Americans possess and cherish and of which our precious flag is
the symbol.
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May we as true Masons and loyal citizens ever stand in reverence
before our glorious flag dedicated to our sacred duty to mankind and
under God, to the destiny of our great nation:

“The purest white, the truest blue,

The richest red, we see in you.

God grant that Old Glory will forever wave,

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.”

Tribute to the Canadian Flag was given by W. .Harold
H. Thom, Grand Historian as follows:

TRIBUTE TO THE FLAG OF CANADA

To me has been given the honor of paying a tribute to the flag so
dear to the hearts of our brethren who live on the “far side” of the
longest unfortified boundary-line known to the world.

Banners are immortal. The banner of Ancient Rome recalls to this
day the eloquence of Cicero in the Forum and the achievements of
Caesar on the battlefield. The banner of Ancient Greece enables Homer
once more to sing and Soerates again to teach.

The world has long been bannered with flags. Tattered and torn,
begrimed with smoke of battle, or softly rippling in the gentle breezes
of peaceful summer, they fly wherever man has his abode. The flag of
Canada, by angels’ hands to valor given, has ever stood foursquare for the
sacred cause of freedom under constitutional government and for the
divine destiny of God-fearing men and women. Its beauty has caused
the poets to say:

“The hand of God thy colors blent
And heaven to earth thy beauty lent.”

It is a victorious flag! In the battles of Ypres and the Champagne
sector in the First World War, — on many a foreign shore and under
many an alien sky in the Second, it achieved glorious renown and brought
undying fame to Canada’s valiant sons, many of whom shed their blood
and laid down their lives on the field of battle in order that this flag
might not be trailed in the dust of dishonor.

“0 Canada, the blood of all thy sons

Cries out, today, from fair and glorious deeds;
And spirit legions of Tmmortal Ones

Who died to serve their country and its needs,
Pledge thee anew, by their white Honour Roll,

To loftier issues, born of sacrifice;

Bidding thee keep, unstained, that nobler soul
Which they have ransomed with so great a price.”
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May this glorious symbol of a magnificent tradition long econtinue to
wave over a land dedicated to the highest moral concepts, all aglow with
the fervor of a devoted patriotism. Mighty Flag of the Empire of the
North, with our hearts pulsating in unison with every beat of thine, we
salute thee!

RECEPTION AND WELCOME OF PAST GRAND MASTERS

W. .John F. Futcher, Grand Senior Deacon, presented the
following Past Grand Masters acecording to seniority :

Lewis E. Smith......... ... .. i i iiiiiieiinn.. (56th) 1921
Croomlen A OlepElls o o o 0aaooasacossdoosctancosaas (58th) 1923
Ralph O. Canaday............ccoiiiiiiiiniinas, (68th) 1933
Chancellor A. Phillips............cooviieiiann., (72nd) 1936
Walter R. Raecke...........coiiiiniiiiiienans, (74th) 1938
Earnl"J. Leemy i st L w0 L N En s (76th) 1940
Edward F. Carter.............cciiiiiiiniennennn, (77th) 1941
EEorge A IR0 0600006500686 0ad000600a80050aad0s (78th) 1942
William B, Wanner..........cooiniiinineinnnn. (79th) 1943
William C. SChaper. .. .....oounereneennennn.. (80th) 19441945
18Em At 10, 1353166 a'a 0 0o a s can0 600860000 a6600 500000 (81st) 1946
Ialszanl 180n7aNElSS 5 6 6 asb 0000000000 000a0868006a90d0 (82nd) 1947
19l I3, WEEEEa 0 0o naco00am0000005066060000800000 (83rd) 1948
Ernest S. Schiefelbein.............cooooiiiii... (84th) 1949
John S. Hedelund.......... oo iiiiiiineennennn. (85th) 1950
@ dls ATREMd 0 0 6 600006000 0/6000004 0000006400000 (86th) 1951
Edward M. Kmight. . ...ooovvneneiinneninennnn. (87th) 1952
157 (Sl 000 600000000000806000000080306000000a0 (88th) 1953
Olhesiles 13, AGETNT 655 a0000a00006600006006066000000 (89th) 1954
@3 Yt \WADTE Ra'a 08 doa 00 600060006086 da ba b 080T (90th) 1955

M.".W. .Merle M. Hale, Grand Master:

It is a great honor to welcome you to this historic Grand Lodge
Communication. You are devoted Masons and have contributed greatly
to the strength and stature of this Grand Lodge. We are fortunate that
twenty of our ninety Past Grand Masters are living and that nincteen are
with us today. We are pleased and honored by your presence.

M.".W. .Lewis E. Smith gave the

RESPONSE

M. . W. .Grand Master, Distinguished Guests, and Brethren of the Grand
Lodge:

May we express our appreciation of the honor of being received by
you on this occasion that most of us are not going to forget so long as
life lasts.
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Nebraska is a young state. The Grand Lodge was in existence more
than ten years when the state was admitted into the union. Today we
are celebrating its 100th anniversary, marking a century of progress
in every field of endeavor.

Looking over the roster of the early citizens who occupied places
of prominence in the state government, practically all of them were
Freemasons. The Past Grand Masters who are present today are a
part of the 91 brethren who have served this Grand Lodge as Grand
Master. How well these brethern have carried on is a matter of history,
and we trust a record of which we can be proud.

It might be of interest to know that two Grand Masters served three
years each; six Grand Masters served two years each; and one served
but 85 days when he was called from this world. Since 1940, including
our Grand Master presiding, there have been 16 brethren that served
as Grand Master without a break in the line.

Our Grand Lodge has been very cautious in conferring honorary
titles. In the century there has been but one honorary distinetion given
to one of our brethren, M.".W.".Nathan Roscoe Pound, who is Past Master
of Lancaster Liodge No. 54, Lincoln, and has served this Grand Lodge as
Grand Orator on two occasions. He moved to the Grand Jurisdiction of
Massachusetts to become Dean of the Law School of Harvard University.

When his home Lodge celebrated its 75th anniversary, the Grand
Lodge, by unaminous vote, elected him Honorary Past Grand Master
of this Grand Jurisdiction. He is a scholar, author, lecturer, and a
recognized authority on Masonic Jurisprudence.

The Grand Lodge deemed it a privilege to confer this title on one
who is a native of Nebraska, and a member of our beloved Fraternity.

Looking backward we cannot fail to appreciate the foundation that
was so well laid by our predecessors who built better than they knew
80 that today we can look forward with a song in our hearts and high
hopes for the future,

If the Past Grand Masters have a message for you and the loyal
members assembled here today, it would be to remind you that the
Apostle Paul said, “Hold fast that which is good”. In whatever direction
the future moves, we know that we are all responsible to-and for-one
another because we are dependent on one Father who made Brothers
of us all.

W. .Harlan S. Heim, 40, sang the Centennial Song ac-
companied by W.".Harold H. Thom, 1, as follows:

CENTENNIAL SONG
(With apologies to Merideth Wilson)
May the Good Lord Bless and keep you

‘Whether near or far away,
May you find that long awaited golden day today,
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May your troubles all be small ones,
And your fortune ten times ten,
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep you ’til we meet again.
May you walk with sunlight shining,
And a bluebird in every tree,
May there be a silver lining,
Back of every cloud you see.
Fill your dreams with sweet tomorrows,
Never mind what might have been,
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep you ’til we meet again.

As we celebrate together
Our one hundredth year today,
We have come from all the Iodges
Close and far away.
We congratulate you fondly
For your strong activity,
You deserve the commendation
Given by Masonry.
As you look into the future,

With its challenge and its work,
Will you grasp the hands of brothers
And your duties never shirk?

In the years that lie before you
Come its sunshine or its rain,

May the Good Lord Bless and keep you
'Til we meet again.

M.".W.".Merle M. Hale, Grand Master, introduced the
Grand Custodian, his Assistants, and W. .Brothers 1. Donald
Huston and Frank A. Anderson, Assistant Custodians Emeriti.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND LODGES
NEAR THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

M.".W. .Merle M. Hale, Grand Master, requested the Grand
Secretary to call the roll of Grand Representatives of other
Grand Lodges. The Grand Master extended to them a hearty
weleome and suggested that they convey his greetings to the
Grand Lodge they represent. The following brethren re-
sponded :

A Al AT, L2 e or o T e e e < ST el Raymond C. Cook
SN 0 A S8 86 0 0 0. J 00 4016 0ol 3 oaHb d o Pearl C. Hillegass
ISRl ATISAIB & S worels el o oo RN s e SR Elmer E. Magee
Brazil, Bahia, United...................... Mainard E. Crosby

Brazil, Ceara..... Y0000 50,600 400B.Ab doktaksr o George O. Sizemore
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Brazil, Minas Gerais......c.ceieevinnnesnnnoess Ernest E. James
Brazil, Rio de Janeiro.......oeveeuveriencenvees *Cecil C. Gates
Brazil, Lodge of Paraiba.......coivvvevvansns Benjamin F. Eyre
Brazil, Sao Paulo......ocviviiiviiiiennns *Delbert H. Pinkerton
British Columbifl. . e.vvievivrrorrecrannronoaass Thomas J. Aron
(ORGIG 5 6 0 060040606 000 00P 0040060000000 060000 Edward F. Carter
©Fll®4 65000 00000000006800 0000060 0/6000H 000000 Ralph O. Canaday
(O3 Bo cod ol 6 08 Jab 0 HERBE'E 8 00 000 0 00 5.0 0F6 o Carl R. Greisen
Gl CeieTbe 0 600560660060 669060000066000 Chancellor A. Phillips
Closin, L8NG 0 aton a0 TRGEIRIG Dol i afe Aol cGe Frank A. Anderson
Cirloms go Mo B UETC oD CEEH0 o b b 500600000000l otlobaao Joseph C. Tye
IDESTEE a0 5 ol 06 B 0.0 I T0.0. o HIGE o SR O S8 Ross Van Sickle
U Ten ) R A O 0 e O (1 AT s 5 R e g John S. Hedelund
District of Columbia......covvenierennnenenes Herbert A. Ronin
IS0 B0 0 000 6064 30030604 0000600060 40.00050000 0 Emil H. Vierigg
JANHEINGElS 6 666600000066 61 00 8606005500000 0866 00D 80040 Fay Smith
IH@P4k 0000000800 a0360 64309066000 068000000 Ralph M. Carhart
GEOTEIALL: .1l oyoione - [Fese rIIN R oloTs hNe < LT LT R William F. Evers
T0TPFOEIES oo ottt St S Dl 3 [l SOUER ) A 5 UG Ernest S. Schiefelbein
) KD o o aet E e S 3 MO 10 B0 0 o Howard J. Hunter
NI 506 006600 006000 6606000600000606060006060 Ernest C. Purdy
WERABGEG 6600 6006060600000000086300a0660600 6 George A. Kurk
Massachusetts. .c..coovivinnencrnannasnnaaas William B. Wanner
30 (CE e T IR e s | N B AR Pl 518 a0 6 0 o Earl J. Lee
W BT EERIS 506 B0 600636900 ha6d6 0000068006000 60 Lewis E. Smith
IMENDESOLAN 0 051 aiale s o o SAbEa 5aralagenalole B LERLl O Merle M. Hale
W ralEle 6 66 0'0 6 0 0 606 6 006600 00 608 6.6.06 06 Louis V. Sylvester
IMUSSOUTAlpdoepe +Tefort oo ol o loho tbre 5o sl hror o g Edward E. Carr
W (O E), SRR OO0 GH 00 0 500 A5 090060 6 0.0 Welcome W. Naylor
INEEIEHIEINEE 0 506006000 0060800690000606000600660000 *Piebe Dykstra
(& IR EsEiiE0 0 0 0 66 6806 HOAGO0 GO 00 A000 00aa06 6o Clyde H. Jones
NG, ) CEEE /a8 D80 Gl Do & JobAaT » a3 8000 oo o John F. Futeher
INCWANIEXACOL o) o one) Sheks (o o) hekilo sno s+ Pogenels b} TR Harold D. Weddel
ey BetHn \WelESa 0 60000066000 0a0a0000d0aa0a0 Harry A. Spencer
W@ V086006000000 0060000600000606000a16600060 George R. Porter
Nigwy ZERlEGloo 0060000068 6066 6600000000006000 0 James H. Bryant
WG 6 6 0 0 000 6600 0060 HG60506060006006000000 Paul D. Fleming
N2 BE0HEL 06 6 600000606 0605000 0660860000000 Jesse P. Entrekin
INWEV® INEMa 50 a0 8000 0606 00 0058 036.0650000 0 6o oo Morris V. Balcom
QCRIANOM ARG, o Joeipie o aPitnl b oy, cpftion S agh R Lewis E. Baker
0 S0 )T ) A ST AR | 35 I W N 10, 1 Walter R. Raecke
IPRERED 1590@05 diob009 00066006 006000050 60 00 000 a0 o *Roy I. Babbitt
Quebee i ok N S e L R John E. Beaver
(e EE G0 E BB 00080 36 aEBA0E 000 0u0E 0 o6 *Edward Huwaldt
Rk EINER7EE s ob 5,006 0 de 66 0006006 000360086540 o Harold H. Thom
SIEotlnG | S B nok PO atoaRaBaH AN 00 HE doo 000 006 6 0 0 o William Cosh



248 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [OMAHA,

SomBh CEEY 500006600065 000000000000 000006 Herbert T. White
Slenndal § DEIR 30 666 000600609 066056860060a000 Charles A. Chappell
I 500 666 60060650366 60886000 6006055000860 ¢ C. Ray Macy
Tennessee. .....ocovveinrnnnnaeeanannannns William C. Schaper
OREING5 08 6 o ab ot 99683 83Jo do to o a8 o0 William A. Kommers
VER@E 576 5 5500 0666 6502900 085006600006aa0000C Cary W. Dresslar
g a A o S e o L e Ernest O. Van Wey
WL H TG 56 06,60 66500600006 0500050083000 5 Edward M. Knight
W LTS TIVEL G 60 06 00 0oBB G 08 00 6808006600005 Charles F. Adams
WS 566 0 00000 0 98000000 G0 0660 00000666 0c Alvin H. Miller

* Personal Representative of the M.".W.".Grand Master,

James A. Sanker, our Grand Representative from Maine and Floyd
O. Robinson, from New York were present, introduced and given a
hearty welcome.

W.".Edward E. Carr, 32, Grand Representative of Missouri,
gave the Response.

W. .James M. Paxson, Master, Mizpah Lodge No. 302, gave
the Address of Welecome and W.'.Collins L. Wileox, Master of
Lancaster Lodge No. 54, gave the Response.

The following Committees, having been appointed by
M.".W. .Merle M. Hale, entered upon the discharge of their
duties :

Applications for Reinstatement: W.'.Brothers LaVerne J. Smith,
288, Chairman; Robert J. McDermott, 281; Earl H. Furman, 290.

Charters and Dispensations: W.'.Brothers John A. Bottorf, 49, Chair-
man; Jason K. Preston, 120; Robert A. Chandler, 325,

Codification of the Law: W. .Brothers Bernard T. Pipher, 31, Chair-
man; Roy A. Carlson, 314; Arthur A. Auserod, 276.

Credentials: W.'.Brothers Pearl C. Hillegass, 81, Chairman; Clyde
H. Jones, 173; John C. Green, 280; Herman Reimers, 1; Alfred B. Saum, 46;
Harold C. Diekman, 68; Leonard B. Woods, 103; Homer C. Davey, 317;
John J. Carter, 211.

Doings of Grand Officers: W.'.Brothers LaVerne J. Smith, 288,
Chairman; Francis W. Cole, 2; Harold R. Williams, 50.

Entertainment of Distingnished Guests: M. .W. .Brothers Charles
F. Adams, 68, Chairman; Herbert T. White, 11; Edward M. Knight, 183;
Thomas J. Aron, 37; Fay Smith, 198,

Finance: W.".Brothers C. Ray Macy, 26, Chairman; Ralph R.
Carleton, 306; Welcome W. Naylor, 158; F. Plummer Martin, 184; Hal
J. Samuel, 25,

Fraternal Dead: W.'.Brothers Harry A. Spencer, 227, Chairman;
James L. Papez, 78; Lee E. Trabert, 183.
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Fraternal Relations: R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, 32, Chairman; M.".W. .-
William B. Wanner, 9; W.".David A. Portwood, 79.

George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association: W.'.
Brothers Cary W. Dresslar, 32, Chairman; Elmer P. Baruth, 323; Silas
A. Hanke, 195.

Grand Trustees: M. .W.'.Lewis E. Smith, 136 (1958) Chairman;
W.".Brothers C. Earl Fuhrer, 33 (1957); Carl D. Ganz, 209 (1959).

Grievances: W.'.Brothers Frank L. Burbridge, 11, Chairman; El-
wood E. Yaw, 198; Howard E. Nesseler, 19.

Jurisprudence: M. .W.'.Herbert T. White, Chairman, and all Past
Grand Masters present.

Masonic-Eastern Star Student Fund: M. .W. .Elmer E. Magee, 227,
Chairman; W. .Brothers Lyle J. Bryant, 297; Delbert H. Pinkerton, 314.

Masonic Education: W.'.Brothers Howard J. Hunter, 59, (1957)
Chairman; Floyd C. Wisner, 265 (1959); Stuart H. Kelley, (1959); Silas
A, Wilson, 46 (1958); Philip H. Robinson, 155 (1958); M.".W. .John
S. Hedelund, 268 (1957).

Nebraska Work: M.'.W.'.Brothers Edward F. Carter, 201 (1958)
Chairman ; Chancellor A. Phillips, 150, (1959); Benjamin ¥. Eyre, 1 (1957).

Payroll: W. .Brothers Robert M. Herre, 224, Chairman; Frank
F. McMullin, 241; Elmo R. Clayton, 302.

Relief and Care of Orphans: M. .W..Benjamin F. Eyre, 1 (1957);
W. .Brothers Alvin H. Miller, 19 (1958); Arthur A. Gregory, 265 (1959);
Otto Burkhardt, 55 (1960); Joseph M. Troxel, 184 (1959).

Returns: W.".Brothers Leo C. Horton, 135, Chairman ; William Yarpe,
137; Clair R. McNeil, 96.

Temple Building Advisory: W. .Brothers Otto Nelsen, 300 (1958);
A, Victor Bryan, 263 (1959); E. Forrest Estes, 19 (1957).

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Centennial: W. .Brothers George W. Rosenlof, 314, Chairman;
Harold H. Thom, 1; R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, 32; M.".W. .Brothers Lewis
E. Smith, 136; John S. Hedelund, 268; Edward M. Knight, 183; Fay Smith,
198; Charles F. Adams, 68; Herbert T. White, 11; Merle M. Hale, 54;
Benjamin F. Eyre, 1; Elmer E. Magee, 227,

Grand Lodge Business Affairs: M. .W. .Brothers Edward F. Carter,
301, Chairman; Benjamin F. Eyre, 1; Thomas J. Aron, 37; Elmer E. Magee,
227; Edward Huwaldt, 318.

Grand Lodge Office: M. .W.".Charles F. Adams, 68, Chairman; W.".
Herbert A. Ronin, 210; R.".W. .John E. Beaver, 253.

Amendment of Section 3-102 (d): Brother Raymond G. Young, 268,
Chairman; W. .Harry A. Spencer, 227; Brother George K. A. Leschinsky,
33; M.".W.".Charles F. Adams, 68; R.".-W.".John E. Beaver, 253.
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ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

Brethren:

It is with pride, but with a distinct sense of humility, that I address
you this morning, and prepare to preside at this important occasion, the
100th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free and
Accepted Masons of Nebraska. This is indeed a most memorable occasion,
and one which each of us will remember as long as we live. May the
things we say and do here reflect the firm foundations builded by
our predecessors. May we embark on a new century of service to our
fellow men, based on the teachings which have been proven by the
test of time during the past one hundred years.

You elevated me to this high office, and while I feel I am unworthy,
I appreciate and thank you for the opportunity to serve you as Grand
Master. I hope I have conducted the office to your entire satisfaction. It
has been a busy year but a pleasant one.

I would remind you that this is your Grand Lodge Session, and I
urge you to actively participate in it. Every delegate has the privilege
of the floor, and each delegate has a vote. There will be important
matters which will require your serious consideration. I welcome each
of you to this historic Communication. May the things we do here re-
fleet to our credit in the future.

NECROLOGY

It is with a sense of real personal loss that I report the passing of
Past Grand Master Virgil R. Johnson. To know him was to love him.
My feeling of personal loss comes from the fact that M.".W.'. Brother
Johnson was my installing officer for all of the offices I held in Lanecaster
Lodge No. 54. Other brothers that M.".W.".Brother Johnson served are
legion. He loved Masonry and was always ready to perform any Masonic
service requested. Our last Grand Lodge session was the first he had
missed in twenty-eight consecutive sessions. M.".W.'. Brother Johnson
wag our 70th Grand Master, serving from June 6, 1934 to June 5, 1935.
Brother Johnson passed away August 7, 1956 at the age of 81 years.
Masonic funeral services were conducted by M.".W.'. Brother John S.
Hedelund, assisted by your Grand Master, R."."'W..John E. Beaver as
Deputy Grand Master, W.".Harold H. Thom as Grand Senior Warden,
W..Harold M. Wilkerson as Grand Junior Warden, R.".W.".Carl R.
Greisen, Grand Secretary, and the following Past Grand Masters: M.".W.".
Brothers Lewis E. Smith, Charles A, Chappell, Earl J. Lee, Edward F.
Carter, George A. Kurk, William B. Wanner, Ernest 8. Schiefelbein, and
Herbert T. White. The officers and members of Beatrice Lodge No. 26,
and a host of friends, were in attendance.
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During the past year the working tools have slipped from the hands
of 825 of our brothers. A few short months ago they were by our side.
We miss them greatly, but we sorrow not as those who have no hope.
We know that we will again see and know them in that Grand Lodge
above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe forever presides
and forever reigns. A memorial service will be presented later by our
Committee on Fraternal Dead.

JORDAN MEDALS AND FIFTY-YEAR BUTTONS

Brother Edward Cronau of Lotus Lodge No. 289, a resident of our
Masonic Home, and now 96 years of age, continues as the holder of the
Gold Jordan Medal. May he continue as the proud possessor of this
Medal for many years.

During the year 39 brothers were presented Bronze Jordan Medals.
It is a high honor to be the recipient of this medal, and those receiving
it are always very much pleased. It was my pleasant privilege to present
a Bronze Jordan Medal to Fred Elliott, Jr., the first recipient of this
medal in Centennial Lodge No. 326. This presentation was made at the
time the lodge was constituted on July 7, 1956.

During the year 107 brothers received their fifty-year buttons. I
personally presented buttons to Brother Clarence D. Purinton of MecCook
Lodge No. 135, and Brother A. B. Gadd of Lincoln Lodge No. 19.

CORNERSTONES

The laying of a cornerstone is a very important Masoniec ceremony.
It is one which we are always happy to perform. I am very pleased to
report that during the past year we have been called upon six times
to lay cornerstones, four of these for public education buildings.

On June 23, 1956, I laid the cornerstone for the Wiley G. Brooks
Residence Hall for Men at the Nebraska State Teachers College, Chadron,
upon invitation of the Board of Education of State Normal Schools and
Samaritan Lodge No. 158. The following Grand Lodge officers were
present and assisted in the ceremony: R..W.".Roy I. Babbitt, Deputy
Grand Master; R.".W.".John E. Beaver, Grand Senior Warden; R.".W.".
Joseph C. Tye, Grand Junior Warden; W. .Herbert A. Ronin, Grand
Junior Deacon; W.'.Charles H. Ninegar, Grand Tyler; Forest A. Lape
and Jesse P. Entrekin, Assistant Custodians. The oration was by Bruce
Hagemeister, Vice President of the State Normal Board.

On August 18, I laid the cornerstone for the new Temple of Cotner
Lodge No. 297 at Lincoln. The following Grand Lodge officers were
present and assisted in the ceremony: R.".'W.".Roy I. Babbitt, Deputy
Grand Master; R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary; W.'.Ralph M.
Carhart, Grand Marshal; W.".C. Vin White, Grand Orator; W. .Raymond
C. Cook, Grand Custodian; W.".John F. Futcher, Grand Senior Deacon;
W.".Herbert A. Ronin, Grand Junior Deacon; W.".Charles H. Ninegar,
Grand Tyler; Delbert H. Pinkerton, Assistant Custodian; M.".W. .Lewis
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E. Smith, George A. Kurk and John S. Hedelund, Past Grand Masters.
The oration was by W.'.C. Vin White, Grand Orator.

On September 22, I laid the cornerstone for the Dormitory at the
Nebraska State Teachers College at Wayne, upon invitation from the
President of the College and Wayne Lodge No. 120. Grand Lodge officers
present and taking part in the ceremony were: R.".W.".Roy I. Babbitt,
Deputy Grand Master; R.".W.".John E. Beaver, Grand Senior Warden;
R.".W.".Joseph C. Tye, Grand Junior Warden; R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen,
Grand Secretary; W.'.Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian; W.".Raymond
C. Cook, Grand Custodian; W.".Ralph M. Carhart, Grand Marshal; W.".
Herbert A. Ronin, Grand Junior Deacon; M. .W. .John S. Hedelund, Past
Grand Master. Oration was by W.".Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian.

On October 9, I laid the cornerstone of the Elementary School
Building of School District No. 1 at Loup City, upon invitation of the
School Board and Porter Lodge No. 106. The following Grand Lodge
officers were present and assisted in the ceremony: W.".Raymond C. Cook,
Grand Custodian; W.".Ralph M. Carhart, Grand Marshal; W..John F.
Futcher, Grand Senior Deacon; W.".Herbert A. Ronin, Grand Junior
Deacon; M.".W.".John 8. Hedelund, Past Grand Master. The oration
was by Dr. Frank E. Henzlik, Dean of the Teachers’ College, University
of Nebraska.

On November 1, I laid the cornerstone for the Administration-
Recreational Building, The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children, at
Fremont, upon invitation of the Home Board and Fremont Lodge No. 15.
The following Grand Lodge officers were present and assisted in the
ceremony: R..W.".John E. Beaver, Grand Senior Warden, R.".W. .Carl
R. Greisen, Grand Secretary; W. .Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian; W.".
Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian; W.'.Ralph M. Carhart, Grand
Marshal, W.".John F. Futcher, Grand Senior Deacon; W.'.Herbert A.
Ronin, Grand Junior Deacon; Louis V. Sylvester, Assistant Custodian;
M.".'W.".Lewis E. Smith, John S. Hedelund, Edward M. Knight and
Charles F. Adams, Past Grand Masters. The oration was by W. .Herbert
A. Ronin, Grand Junior Deacon.

On May 24, 1957, I laid the cornerstone of the new Student Union
Building at the Kearney State Teachers College, upon invitation from
the President of the College and Rob Morris Lodge No. 46. The following
Grand Officers were present: R..'W..Ray I. Babbitt, Deputy Grand
Master; R.".W. .Joseph C. Tye, Grand Junior Warden; R.".W.".Carl R.
Greisen, Grand Secretary; W..Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian;
W.".Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian; W.'.Herbert A. Ronin, Grand
Junior Deacon, and M..W.".John S. Hedelund, Past Grand Master.

DEDICATIONS
It was a special thrill to dedicate the Masonic Temple of Upright
Lodge No. 137 at Burchard on October 11, 1956. This is an example of
what a small lodge, with enthusiasm and perseverance, ean accomplish.
@Grand Lodge officers present and assisting in the ceremony were: R.".W.".
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John E. Beaver, Grand Senior Warden; R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand
Secretary; W..Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian; W.".Raymond C. Cook,
Grand Custodian; W.'.Ralph M. Carhart, Grand Marshal; M.".W.".William
B. Wanner and John S. Hedelund, Past Grand Masters. The dedication
address was by W.".Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian.

The beautiful new Temple of Fremont Lodge No. 15 was dedicated in
the presence of an overflow crowd on October 22. Grand Lodge officers
present and assisting in the ceremony were: R.".W." .John E. Beaver, Grand
Senior Warden; R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary; W..Raymond
C. Cook, Grand Custodian; W.".Ralph M. Carhart, Grand Marshal; W.'.
John F. Futcher, Grand Senior Deacon; W. .Herbert A. Ronin, Grand
Junior Deacon; W.'.Charles H. Ninegar, Grand Tyler; Ernest E. James
and Roy S. Planck, Assistant Custodians; M.".W.".Earl J. Lee, John 8.
Hedelund and Herbert T. White, Past Grand Masters. The dedication
address was by W..Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian.

On March 7, 1957, we dedicated the fine mew Temple of Albion
Lodge No. 78. It is with deep sorrow that I am reminded of the death on
Monday, April 1st, of Ray Hall, who was one of the brothers responsible
for this beautiful Temple. We do have the satisfaction of knowing
that Brother Ray lived to see the Temple completed and dedicated. Grand
Lodge officers present and assisting in the dedication ceremony were:
R.".W..John E. Beaver, Grand Senior Warden; R."."W.".Carl R. Greisen,
Grand Secretary; W.".Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian; W.".Ralph
M. Carhart, Grand Marshal; W. .Herbert A. Ronin, Grand Junior Deacon;
and M..W. .Charles F. Adams, Past Grand Master, who gave the dedi-
cation address.

CHARTER RELOCATIONS AND BUILDING PLANS

On June 12, 1956, following inspection by R.".W..Roy I. Babbitt,
Deputy Grand Master, permission was granted to move the Charter of
Robert W. Furnas Lodge No. 265 from Gering back to their original
Temple at Scottsbluff. They had vacated their Temple temporarily
because of repairs occasioned by a serious fire.

On July 20, following inspection by M.".W. .Walter R. Raecke, Past
Grand Master, permission was granted Albion Lodge No. 78 to move their
Charter to their new Temple building.

On August 29, following inspection by Roy S. Planck, Assistant
Custodian, who is also Secretary of Fremont Lodge No. 15, permission
was granted Fremont Lodge No. 15 to move their Charter to the new
Temple.

On January 28, 1957, permission was granted Cotner Lodge No. 297
at Lincoln to move their Charter to the new Temple, which I had in-
spected a few days previously.

On March 19, permission was granted Lone Tree Lodge No. 36 at
Central City to move their Charter to another location during the
conatruction of a new Temple on their present lodge site, They will
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use the Knights of Pythias’ rooms, upon recommendation of M.'.W.',
Brother Walter R. Raecke,

On May 29, following inspection by M. .W.".Earl J. Lee, Past Grand
Master, permission was granted Acacia Lodge No. 34 to move their
Charter to their new Temple building.

BY-LAWS APPROVED

During the year I approved 5 new sets of by-laws, and 33 amend-
ments to existing by-laws.

SPECIAL DISPENSATIONS

I granted 31 special dispensations to confer degrees without regard
to time. In 23 instances the candidate was a member of the Armed
Forces and I felt there was good cause to grant the dispensation. The
customary special dispensation fee was waived. In the other 8 instances,
while not involving servicemen, I felt there was good reason for allowing
special dispensation; however, the customary fee was not waived. In all
cages the requirement in regard to proficiency was waived only tempo-
rarily, and the candidates understand that they are to comply with our
law in this respect as soon as possible.

I granted the following dispensations to elect and install:

January 9, 1957, to Ogalalla Lodge No. 159, to elect and install a
Secretary on January 22. The fee was not waived.

On January 14, to Polk Lodge No. 311, to elect and install a Treasurer
at their meeting on that date. The fee was not waived.

On January 24, to Centennial Lodge No. 326, Omaha, to elect a
Treasurer, and install the Treasurer and Junior Steward, at a special
meeting. The fee was not waived.

On January 24, to Ponca Lodge No. 101, to elect and install a Junior
Warden on January 30. The fee was not waived.

January 29, to John S. Bowen Lodge No. 232, Kennard, to elect
and install a Secretary. The fee was not waived.

February 15, to Nelson Lodge No. 77, to install the Master-elect
and Chaplain on February 21. The fee was not waived.

February 25, to Sioux Lodge No. 277, Harrison, to install the Secre-
tary-elect. The fee was not waived.

March 18, to Stella Lodge No. 105, to install a Senior Warden. The
fee was not waived.

March 18, to Mt. Hermon Lodge No. 231, Cook, to install the Master-
elect. The fee was not waived.

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR PROFICIENCY

I granted extension of time to examine 19 brothers as to their pro-
ficieney in the Master Mason degree. I would suggest that each Master
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and each Secretary review Section 2-402 of our Masonie Code, and be
certain that they are complying with its provisions.

APPLICATIONS FOR REINSTATEMENT

During the year I approved 89 applications for reinstatement for
brothers who had heen suspended for nonpayment of dues. I disapproved
11 applications for reasons which appeared to be sufficient. I also ap-
proved 8 applications for admission on demit.

The Grand Lodge Committee on Application for Reinstatement,
composed of W. .Brother LaVerne J. Smith, 288 Chairman, W. .Brother
Robert J. McDermott, 281, and W.".Brother Earl H. Furman, 290, who are
advisory to the Grand Master, deserve a great deal of credit for their
work throughout the past year in giving careful consideration to these
88 applications. I extend to them my hearty thanks.

TEMPLE BUILDING AND FINANCING

The Temple Building Advisory Committee, while not quite as busy
as in some years, did a thorough and very worthwhile work, as usual.
Each proposal they consider is very important for the future of the
lodge involved, and perhaps even for the good name of Masonry.

Upon recommendation of W. .Brother Otto Nelsen and his Com-
mittee, I approved five financing plans. All were on a sound basis and
should be repaid without being a burden.

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

Upon recommendation by the Grand Masters of the Grand Jurisdictions
affected, I issued commissions for the following Grand Representatives
of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska:

R.""W.". J. Renick Jones, Independence, Missouri, as Grand Repre-
sentative of the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".&A.".M.’. of Nebraska near the
Grand Lodge of Missouri, to fill the vacancy left by the passing of
R.".W.". E. E. Morris. Approved July 2, 1956.

R.".W.".Mogens Mullertz, Copenhagen, Denmark, as Grand Repre-
sentative of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska near Denmark, in place of
Alex Troedsson, who wished to retire as Representative. Approved
November 16.

W.". G. Cecil Broadwell, Jackson, Tennessee, as Grand Representative
of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska near the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, to
fill vacancy created by death of Philip D. Kersh. Approved November 29.

R..W.". T. W. Pairman, Mangaweka, New Zealand, as Grand Repre-
sentative of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska near the Grand Lodge of
New Zealand, to fill vacancy left by the passing of R.".W.", F. W, Herbert.
Approved December 3.

W.".Floyd O. Robinson as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska near the Grand Lodge of New York, replacing R.".W.'.
Philip H. Berdolt, whose term had expired. Approved January 11, 1957.
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Otis E. Dixon, Macon, Georgia, as the Grand Representative of the
Grand Lodge of Nebraska near the Grand Lodge of Georgia, to fill
vacancy caused by the resignation of Frank G. Birdsong. Approved
January 14.

V..W.". 8. V. Tilley, PGDC, as Grand Representative of the Grand
Lodge, A.".F.".&A.".M.". of Nebraska, near the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".&
A.".M.". of Tasmania. Approved March 28,

It was my privilege to nominate the following brethren as Grand
Bepresentatives near the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, and commissions
have been issued to them by the Grand Lodges involved:

W..Clyde H. Jones, Stratton, Grand Representative of the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire, to fill vacancy left by death of M. .W. .Virgil
R. Johnson. Approved September 14, 1956,

W..Cary W. Dresslar, Chairman of George Washington Masonic
National Memorial Committee, Grand Representative of Vermont, to
fill vacancy created by death of W. .Clarence T. Spier. Approved Novem-
ber 7.

W.".Frank F. McMullin of Craig, Grand Representative of South
Australia, in place of Thomas A. Barton who moved from the jurisdiction
of Nebraska. Approved November 7.

W.".Harry A. Spencer, Lincoln, Grand Representative of the United
Grand Lodge of New South Wales, in place of Dr. Glenn L. Rice, who
moved from the jurisdiction of Nebraska.

LODGE ANNIVERSARIES

On June 22, 1956 I attended the 75th Anniversary banquet of St. Paul
Lodge No. 82. I was accompanied by R."."W.'. John E. Beaver, Grand
Senior Warden, and W.".Herbert A. Ronin, Grand Junior Deacon, Brother
Clayton Andrews, who was born and raised in St. Paul, was the speaker
of the evening. Brother Andrews gave & very interesting talk, and the
evening was very enjoyable.

On October 23, Western Star Lodge No. 2 at Nebraska City celebrated
its 100th Anniversary with a very outstanding event. In the afternoon
there was a large parade, with Shrine units from Omaha and Lincoln
participating. A Commandery drill team, and several bands and floats
also took part. Following the parade, the Grand Lodge officers dedicated
a2 memorial plaque, installed on the wall of the lodge building, com-
memorating their century of service. Great credit goes to W.".Brother
Francis Cole and his officers for arranging such an outstanding event.
In the evening a joint banquet celebrating their anniversary and our
pre-centennial Area Meeting was held, with an attendance of over 600
Master Masons. The following Grand Lodge officers were present:
R.".'W..John E. Beaver, Grand Senior Warden; R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen,
Grand Secretary; W.".Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian; W.".Raymond
C. Cook, Grand Custodian; W.'.John F. Futcher, Grand Senior Deacon,
W. .Herbert A. Ronin, Grand Junior Deacon; M.".W.".William B. Wanner,
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Benjamin F. Eyre, Ernest S. Schiefelbein, John 8. Hedelund and Herbert
T. White, Past Grand Masters.

On May 11, 1957, T attended the 100th Anniversary celebration of
Capitol Lodge No. 3, Omaha.

CENTENNIAL LODGE NO. 326

It was not only an unusual, but a very distinet honor to present the
Charter and install the officers of Centennial Lodge No. 326, Omaha, on
July 7, 1956, This is the second Nebraska lodge to be chartered since
1937, the other one being Bellevue Lodge No. 325 which was chartered
last year. The brothers of Centennial Lodge deserve great credit for
the fine progress made in creating an active Masonic lodge. They dis-
play Masonic brotherhood in its highest form, working together for a
worthwhile purpose. They also deserve great credit for the fine improve-
ments made in their lodge quarters. The lodge and the place in which
it meets are both of great credit to Masonry. The following Grand
Lodge officers were present and assisted in the presentation of the
Charter and the installation of the officers: R..W..John E. Beaver,
Grand Senior Warden, acting as Deputy Grand Master; R..W. .Joseph
C. Tye, Grand Junior Warden, acting as Grand Senior Warden; W.".John
F. Futcher, Grand Senior Deacon, acting as Grand Junior Warden;
M.".'W. .Lewis E. Smith, Past Grand Master, acting as Grand Treasurer;
R.".W.". Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary; W. .Harold H. Thom, Grand
Historian, acting as Grand Chaplain; W. .Raymond C. Cook, Grand
Custodian; W.".Ralph M. Carhart, Grand Marshal; W. .Herbert A. Ronin,
Grand Junior Deacon, acting as Grand Senior Deacon; Ross Van Sickle,
Aggistant Custodian - Book of Constitutions. Also present was M.".W.'.
Herbert T. White.

THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME

Having been a member of the Board of Trustees of The Nebraska
Magonic Home since 1940, I have a deep appreciation of the fine service
we are rendering to our Masonic brothers and our sisters with Masonic
heritage. Due to the press of other activities this past year I have
not attended as many meetings of the Board as has been my custom, but
1 intend in the future to be more faithful. The President of our Home,
Brother William F. Patterson, will give a report later in the session,
which will give you more information regarding this fine Masonic activity.
I do want to express my appreciation for the fine work and service
rendered by Brother Patterson. His is a labor of love. Great credit
for our fine Masonic Home goes to our beloved Superintendent, Brother
William F. Evers, and to his fine son, Assistant Superintendent Raymond
F. Evers. They are a wonderful team, and together they are doing a
fine work. I urge you to drop in and visit them. They will welcome
you.

And here I want to express the thanks of this Grand Lodge to
Brother Bill Evers for two beautiful and worthwhile gifts—specimens
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of his woodworking genius. One is the symbol used in Temple dedi-
cation ceremonies, and the other is a case to carry our new Grand Lodge
officers’ aprons. We think of you, Brother Bill, every time we use
them. Thank you very much.

Again I gave approval to the Masonic bodies in Grand Island to
solicit the Masonic lodges within a radius of one hundred miles of
Grand Island for contributions to the Annual Thanksgiving Food Truck
to The Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth. This is Masonry in
action, and the Masons of Central Nebraska are certainly to be con-
gratulated for carrying on this fine project.

I also gave permission to the Masters and Wardens Club of Omaha to
solicit funds from the subordinate lodges for Christmas gifts for the
residents of The Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth and The Ma-
sonic-Eastern Star Home at Fremont. This is a very worthy activity, and
the Magons of Omaha are to be commended for their interest in these two
fine Homes.

THE MASONIC-EASTERN STAR HOME FOR CHILDREN

Here again I was not able to attend as many meetings of the Board
ag I would like to have done. I do know that the administration of this
Home is in excellent hands, with half of the Board members from
the Order of the Eastern Star, and half from the Masonic fraternity.

During the year the new Administration-Recreational building was
completed. It will greatly improve the facilities of the Home.

During my term The Masonic-Eastern Star Home has been served by
W.".Brother Louis V. Sylvester and W.".Brother Guy Olmsted as Presi-
dents. They deserve our appreciation for their sacrifices in time and effort
in this noble work. Brother Robert Grassman, Superintendent during
most of my year, did a fine job and deserves a real vote of thanks. We
were sorry that a more remunerative position took him away from us.
I wish to express my appreciation for the very fine relationships which
I bave had with Sister Lorene Peterson, Worthy Grand Matron, with W.".
Brother Ernest Purdy, Worthy Grand Patron, and with Sister Wilma
Harms, Grand Secretary, the Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star.

BOARD OF GRAND TRUSTEES
This very important committee has charge of the investment of all
Grand Lodge funds. I have met with this committee twice during the
year, and I was impressed with their zeal and thoroughness. The com-
mittee is composed of M.".W. .Lewis E. Smith, 136, Chairman, W.".Carl
D. Ganz, 209, and W.'.C. Earl Fuhrer, 33.

COMMITTEE ON MASONIC EDUCATION
Some of the normal activities of this committee were foregone this
past year, and they took on some new responsibilities. I wish to thank
Howard Hunter and his committee for their co-operation and help. This
committee handled all arrangements for the twenty Pre-Centennial ban-
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quets. In all cases every detail was taken care of to perfection, thus
taking a big load off your Grand Master’s shoulders. That these Pre-
Centennial meetings were a success is due in no small measure to the
work of this committee. You will hear a more detailed report of their
activities later, but I want to give them a big “thank you” now.

COMMITTEE ON CENTENNIAL

The work of this committee is now drawing to a close. This com-
mittee was appointed by M. .W. .Brother Benjamin F. Eyre in 1946. They
have worked since that time that we might here suitably commemorate
this important occasion, our 100th Annual Communication. As this time
approached, the tempo of the work of the committee increased. They
have worked hard, and I believe they have arranged a program of which
we will all be proud.

My special thanks go to Brother George W. Rosenlof, Chairman of
this committee since its inception. I know at times he has eaten, slept
and lived this Centennial. If this occasion is a success, and I’m sure it
will be, the greatest share of the credit must go to Brother Rosenlof. I
know I speak for every Mason in Nebraska when I express appreciation
for his devoted labors. Brother Rosenlof will give his report later, and
you will learn in greater detail the job the committee has done.

OMAHA HOME FOR BOYS

On August 13, 1956, I granted authority to the Omaha Home for Boys
to solicit funds from the Omaha and Douglas County Masonie lodges for
the present Grand Lodge Masonic year. This is the fifth and last year
of the stipulated five-year period which this Home was to be permitted
to solicit funds from the Omaha and Douglas County lodges.

CONFERENCE OF GRAND MASTERS IN NORTH AMERICA

One of the high points in the Grand Master’s year is attendance at
the Conference of Grand Masters in North America. This year was no
exception. The meeting was held on February 20 and 21 in Washington,
D. C. I was honored by being a member of the Conference Committee of
eight who arranged and had charge of the program. It was also my
privilege to nominate the Conference Chairman, who presided during the
session, Past Grand Master Otto L. Danek of Minnesota.

Other Nebraskans attending this year were: M.".W. .Brother Herbert
T. White, M.".W. .Brother Charles F. Adams, M.".W.".Brother William B.
Wanner. R.".W. .Brother Roy I. Babbitt, R."."W. .Brother Carl R. Greisen,
W.".Brother Harold H. Thom, W.'.Brother Robert E. Lund and Il
Brother Joseph W. Seacrest.

The Conference is a very informal group with no authority, It passes
no motions and makes no decisions. The discussion subjects, howerver,
are very interesting, educational and illuminating. It is interesting to
learn how other jurisdictions do things and how their thinking coincides
with or differs from ours,
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M.".W.".Brother Charles F. Adams is a member of the important
Committee on Information and Recognition. This is an honor to Brother
Adams and to the Grand Lodge of Nebraska.

We were disappointed that M.".W. .Brother Lewis E. Smith was un-
able to attend the Conference for the first time in many years.

We were pleased to have as our guests at the Grand Masters’ banquet
the members of our Congressional delegation who are Masons and their
wives. Our guests were Senator and Mrs. Roman Hruska, Senator and
Mrs. Carl Curtis, Congressman and Mrs. A. L. Miller, Congressman and
Mrs. Phil Weaver and Congressman Robert Harrison. The banquet speaker,
Dr. Milton Eisenhower, gave a very fine address.

The Nebraska group was again invited to attend the Frank Land
breakfast and the Wisconsin breakfast. Both affairs were very enjoy-
able, and we appreciate being included. Another fine occasion was when
the entire Conference was invited to the House of the Temple for luncheon
as guests of Luther A. Smith, Illustrious Grand Commander of the Supreme
Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of the Southern Juris-
diction. Our Sovereign Grand Inspector General in Nebraska, Joseph W.
Seacrest, was one of our hosts.

GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

On February 22nd the annual meeting of the George Washington
Masgonic National Memorial Association was held in the Memorial Building
in Arlington, Virginia. Nebraska is honored to have M. .W. .Brother
Charles F. Adams a member of the Board of Directors of the Memorial
Association.

The Memorial is now nearing completion and is truly an inspiration.
You will hear more about it in the report of the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial Association Committee.

TRIAL COMMISSIONS

I am pleased to report that I had only five trial commissions to ap-
point. While a Grand Master hates to appoint even one such commission,
I am pleased to report that this is a lesser number than has been appointed
for geveral years. One commission appointed last year made its report
this year.

Of the six trials, three involved violations of our liquor law, and
three involved moral turpitude.

VISITATIONS TO SUBORDINATE LODGES
AND
PRE-CENTENNIAL AREA MEETINGS

June 8, 1956—Lancaster Lodge No. 54, Lincoln, my own lodge.
Reception and dinner.
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June 22—St. Paul No. 82, 75th Anniversary banquet. Accompanied
by R.".W.".John E. Beaver, Grand Senior Warden, and W. .Herbert A.
Ronin, Grand Junior Deacon.

June 23—Samaritan No. 158, Chadron. Cornerstone, Nebraska State
Teachers College.

June 28—Bee Hive No. 184, Omaha. Dinner and address.

July 7—Constituted Centennial Lodge U.".D.". and installed officers.

July 31—MecCook No. 135. Dinner, and presented 50-year button.

August 15—Minden No. 127. Master Mason degree conferred on
John Chappell, son of M.".W.".Charles A. Chappell. Also present were
Grand Lodge officers R.".W. .Joseph C. Tye, Grand Junior Warden, W.".
Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian, and W.".Herbert A. Ronin, Grand
Junior Deacon; also, Past Grand Masters Ralph O. Canaday and John 8.
Hedelund, in addition to Charles A. Chappell.

August 18—Cotner No. 297, Lincoln. Cornerstone, new Masonic
Temple.

September 22—Wayne No. 120. Cornerstone, Nebraska State Teachers
College.

September 25—Lincoln No. 19. “Elgin Nite” dinner.

September 26—Platte Valley No. 32, host lodge, North Platte Pre-
Centennial Area Meeting.

September 27—MeCook No. 135, host lodge, Pre-Centennial Area
Meeting.

September 28—Lanecaster No. 54, Lincoln. “Telephone Day” dinner.

October 9—Porter No. 106, Loup City. Cornerstone, Elementary
School.

October 9—Ashlar No. 33, host lodge, Grand Island Pre-Centennial
Area Meeting.

October 11—Upright No. 137, Burchard. Dedication of Masonic
Temple.

October 22—Fremont No. 15. Dedication of Masonic Temple.
October 23—Western Star No. 2, Nebraska City. Centennial cele-

bration, dedication of plaque, banquet and Pre-Centennial Area Meeting
with Western Star No. 2 as host.
October 26—Emmett Crawford No. 148, host lodge, Broken Bow }
Pre-Centennial Area Meeting. |
November 1—Fremont No. 15. Cornerstone, The Masonic-Eastern |
Star Home for Children, Administration and Recreation Building.
November 1—Fremont No. 15, host lodge, Pre-Centennial Area Meet-
ing.
November 6—Geneva No. 79. Dinner. Accompanied by W..C. Vin
White, Grand Orator, who delivered address, and W. .Herbert A. Ronin,
Grand Junior Deacon.
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November 21—East Lincoln No. 210. Dinner.

November 23—George Washington No. 250, Lincoln. Dinner and
address.

December 17—Craftsmen No. 314, Lincoln. Dinner.

January 3, 1957—Pawnee No. 23, Pawnee City. Special meeting.
Accompanied by R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary.

January 5-—Joint installation of officers, the eight Omaha down-
town lodges.

January 8—Centennial No. 326, Omaha. Installation.
January 9—Hastings No, 50 and Mid-West No. 317. Installation.

January 10—Lincoln No. 19, Lancaster No. 54 and Liberty No. 300,
Lincoln. Installation—acted as Installing Marshal.

January 12—John J. Mercer No. 290, Omaha. Installation.

January 18—Nebraska No. 1, host lodge, Omaha Pre-Centennial Area
Meeting.

January 25—Mizpah No. 302, Omaha. Honoring Grand Lodge. Dinner
—presented key to City of Omaha by Mayor Rosenblatt. Address.

February 28—Lincoln No. 19, host lodge, Pre-Centennial Area Meet-
ing.

March 6—Mosaic No. 55, host lodge, Norfolk, Pre-Centennial Area
Meeting.

Marech 7—Albion No. 78. Dedication of new Masonic Temple.

March 8—Falls City No. 9, host lodge Pre-Centennial Area Meeting.

Mareh 21—York No. 56, host lodge, Pre-Centennial Area Meeting.

March 22-—Wayne No. 120, host lodge, Pre-Centennial Area Meeting.

March 26—Lincoln No. 19. “State House Night.”

April 11—Beatrice No. 26, host lodge, Pre-Centennial Area Meeting.

April 18—Purity No. 198, Imperial. Dinner.

April 19—Jachin No. 146, host lodge, Holdrege Pre-Centennial Area
Meeting.

April 26—Omadi Lodge No. 5, host lodge, Dakota City Pre-Centennial
Area Meeting.

May 3—Hastings No. 50, host lodge, Pre-Centennial Area Meeting.
May 11—Capitol No. 3, Omaha, 100th Anniversary Celebration.
May 22—College View No. 320, Lincoln.

May 24—Rob Morris No. 46, Kearney. Cornerstone, Student Union
Building, Kearney State Teachers College.

May 28—Centennial No. 326, Omaha.

I am very sorry that I was unable to accept all of the invitationa
extended to me. The addition of twenty pre-centennial meetings increased
the time requirements, but these meetings did give me a chance to visit
with many brothers from many lodges. Due to an attack of flu, I waa
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unable to attend two of the pre-centennial meetings. This I regret very
much. I found the brothers very understanding when I was unable teo
accept their invitations.

I wish to thank all the brothers for the many courtesies and kind-
nesses shown me at the various meetings I attended this past year.
When I was formally received, it was always done properly and with
dignity.

OTHER VISITATIONS IN NEBRASKA

June 7, 1956—Nile installation of Supreme Queen, Omaha.

June 12—Grand Guardian Council of Nebraska, International Order
of Job’s Daughters, York.

June 15—Grand Assembly of Nebraska, Order of Rainbow for Girls,
Omaha.

June 30—Camel Club, Ashland.

July 7—Meeting of Centennial Committee, Omaha,

July 18—Meeting of Grand Trustees, Lincoln.

August 9—Funeral of M.".W. .Virgil Johnson, Beatrice.
August 13—Jesters, Lincoln.

September 5—Nile officers, dinner, Lincoln. Naphis Temple.
September 21—Scottish Rite, Lincoln—Candidates’ dinner.
October 29—O.E.S. District Meeting, Lincoln.

November 5—DeMolay Advisory Council luncheon, Lincoln.
November 6—Scottish Rite membership luncheon, Lincoln.

November 7—Hiram Club luncheon, Lincoln. Spoke on “Our Cen-
tennial Year.”

November 7—Scottish Rite, Lineoln—night class.

November 11—Took food donation of Temple Chapter No. 271, O.E.8.,
to Masonic Home at Plattsmouth.

November 15—Luncheon KCCH-33°, Lincoln. Sovereign Grand
Commander Luther A. Smith present.

November 16—Lincoln—Scottish Rite banquet.
November 17—Electa Chapter No. 8, O.E.S. Lincoln.

November 19—Past Masters’ night, Temple Chapter No. 271, O.E.8.,
Linecoln.

November 29—Scottish Rite Consistory Banquet, Lincoln. Brought
greetings.

November 30—Shrine Ceremonial, Lincoln.

December 1—Temple Chapter No. 271, O.E.S., Lincoln. Officers
Party.

December 3—DeMolay Advisory Counecil luncheon, Lincoln.
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December 4—Grand Council, R.".&S.".M.". in Nebraska, 77th Annual
Assembly, Omaha.

December 5—Grand Chapter, R.".A.".M.". of Nebraska, 90th Annual
Convocation, Omaha. Banquet,

December 8—Tangier Temple Ceremonial banquet, Omaha. Introduced
at banquet and formally presented.

December 15—Centennial Committee meeting, Omaha.

December 20—Dinner honoring Supreme Queen Ruth C. Deaton,
Naphis Temple No. 66, Daughters of the Nile, Lincoln.

January 11, 1957—Sesostris Temple Shrine, Lincoln—installation
of officers.

January 19—Capitol Chapter No. 320, O.E.S., Lincoln. Installation.

January 28—S8ecottish Rite Double Eagle Banquet, Lincoln—speaker.

January 30—Temple Chapter No. 271, O.E.S,, Lincoln. Past Matrons
and Past Patrons dinner.

February 4—Funeral of Vietor Seymour, Lincoln, Secretary Emeritus,
Lancaster Lodge No. 54.

February 7—Scottish Rite Temple Board dinner, Lincoln.

February 11—DeMolay Advisory Council luncheon, Lincoln.

February 11—Scottish Rite, Lincoln—Candidates’ dinner.

February 12—DeMolay Father and Son dinner, Linecoln,

February 15—Scottish Rite Temple Board dinner, Lincoln.

February 25—York Rite Smoker, Lincoln.

March 2—Centennial Publicity Committee meeting, Lincoln.

March 6—Hiram Club luncheon, Lincoln.

March 18—Temple Chapter No. 271, O.E.S., Lincoln. Past Matrons
and Past Patrons dinner.

March 23—Job’s Daughters banquet, Lincoln.

March 30—Centennial Committee meeting, Omaha.

March 31—Scottish Rite Education and Welfare Association meeting,
Lincoln.

April 1—Temple Chapter No. 271. O.E.S., Lincoln.

April 5—Naphis Temple No. 66, Daughters of the Nile, Lincoln. In-
stallation.

April 12—Secottish Rite banquet, Lincoln.

April 15—Meeting of Grand Trustees, Lincoln.

April 25—Grand Commandery, K.".T.". of Nebraska, McCook.

April 29—O0.E.8., Lincoln—covered dish dinner.

May 6—Meeting of Grand Trustees, Lincoln.

May 10 & 11—Conference of Grand Officers of Wisconsin, Iowa,
South Dakota and Nebraska, in Omaha.

May 13—Mt. Moriah Commandery No. 4, Lincoln, dinner and re-
ception for R.".E.".Donald A. Keys, Grand Commander.
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May 14—Grand Chapter of Nebraska, O.E.S., Lincoln—introduced.
May 15—DeMolay Chevalier Degree, Lincoln.
May 27—O.E.S. Charter Day, Lincoln.

Some of the highlights of my year have been my visits to some of
our allied or affiliated bodies. With a few exceptions, I was received
and accorded the honors due the office of Grand Master. I found these
organizations teaching Masonic principles, and fulfilling a real need.
We can be proud of them.

I'm sorry that I was not able to accept all of the invitations extended
to me, but here again I found my brothers very understanding.

VISITATIONS TO OTHER JURISDICTIONS

I was unable to attend the meeting of the Grand Lodge of South
Dakota, held in Yankton on June 12 and 13, 1956. M.'.W. .Brother
Benjamin F. Eyre attended as my personal representative.

I was unable to attend the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge
of Wyoming, held in Torrington on August 27 and 28, but our Grand
Jurigdiction was very ably represented by our Deputy Grand Master,
R..W.".Roy I. Babbitt as my personal representative.

M.".W. .Herbert T. White attended the meeting of the Grand Lodge
of California as my personal representative. This Communication was
held September 17 in San Francisco.

On September 30, and October 1, 2 and 3, with R.".W.".Brother Carl R.
Greisen and our wives, we attended the 150th Anniversary celebration of
the Grand Lodge of Delaware in Wilmington. It was a delightful oe-
casion, with many interesting things planned for our pleasure and edi-
fication. Brother Carl and I brought home some good ideas, which we
passed on to our Centennial Committee.

On October 4 and 5, I attended the Communication of the Grand
Lodge of Illinois in Chicago. This is one of our Mother Grand Lodges,
and I was accorded many fine courtesies. Mrs. Hale accompanied me.

On January 21 and 22, I attended the Annual Coxr wunciation of the
Grand Lodge of Colorado in Denver. The Grand Lodges of Nebraska and
Kansas are responsible for the Grand Lodge of Colorado, and we can
certainly be proud of our protege.

I was unable to attend the meeting of the Grand Lodge of Kausas,
held in Wichita in March, due to business obligations. I was invited
and did accept the invitation of Keystone Lodge No. 102 of Coffeyville,
Kansas, when they honored their new Grand Master on April 6th at a
banquet and reception. M. .W.".Richard L. Becker is a member of
Keystone Lodge No. 102, and is the first Grand Master they have had in
the 85 years of their existence. To say that they went all out to show
how proud they are of their Grand Master, is an understatement. Mrs.
Hale and I had a very emjoyable time, and visited with many former
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Grand Masters of Kansas who wished to be remembered to their Nebraska
friends.

On November 2, 1956, December 7, 1956 and February 1, 1957, it was
my very great privilege to confer the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow
Craft and the first section of the Master Mason degrees on my son, Bob,
in Newton Lodge No. 59, Newton, Towa. I want to express appreciation
to Newton Lodge for giving me the opportunity to confer this work on
my son. I also want to express appreciation to M.".W. .Brother J. Guy
Bwartzlander, who was Grand Master of Yowa in 1949, for conferring
the second section of the Master Mason degree on Bob, and for permitting
me to assist.

I was very sorry that I was unable to accept invitations from the
Grand Lodges of Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Minnesota, Oklahoma, Nether-
lands, Missouri, Kentucky, Iowa, South Carolina, Florida and North
Carolina.

PAWNEE LODGE NO. 23

By your vote last year you directed the Grand Master to reconsider
the problem which had developed in Pawnee Lodge No. 23. The problem
stemmed from joint ownership and joint control of the building, which
has rental properties on the first floor and lodge rooms on the second
floor. Joint and equal ownership was between Pawnee Lodge No. 23 and
Bethlehem Chapter No. 20, R.".A.". M. ..

R.".W.".Carl Greisen and W.'.Brother Herbert Ronin accompanied
me to Pawnee City, and at an informal meeting of the members of both
bodies, it was agreed: (1) Title to the property should be held in the
name of Pawnee Lodge No. 23. (2) Pawnee Lodge No. 23 would assume the
indebtedness of $1,000.00 which Bethlehem Chapter No. 20 owed on the
property. (3) Pawnee Lodge No. 23 would provide lodge facilities to
Bethlehem Chapter No. 20 for all their usual and normal chapter funetions,
on a share-the-maintenance-expense bhasis.

At the date of our meeting, December 28, 1956, all bills including
taxes were paid, and the Trustees had a small cash balance on hand.

The proposal was approved by Bethlehem Chapter, No. 20 and
Pawnee Lodge No. 23 at their regular meetings, for which proper notices
had been sent to their respective memberships in advance. The proposal
was approved by Lewis E. Baker, Grand High Priest, R.".A.".M."., and
on January 17, 1957, T approved revised by-laws of Pawnee Lodge No. 23,
providing for control and supervision of the building by Pawnee Lodge
No. 23. I confidently believe that the new arrangement will work out
to the advantage of all concerned.

DECISIONS

I had very few requests for opinions concerning the application of
our Masonic Law. I am not sure whether this reflects the opinion of my
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brothers regarding my judgment, or indicates that most of the questions
have been answered previously.

Most of the inquiries received were covered in the Law in its
published decisions. I believe, however, the following merit your special
consideration:

(1) A Temple Building Association inquired whether or not it was
necessary to secure the Grand Master's permission to sell a lot owned
by them. T could find nothing covering this in our Masonic Law, and I
advised them that it was my opinion that they could proceed to sell
without the Grand Master’s permission.

(2) A lodge inquired whether or not they could spend lodge funds
in connection with a proposed appeal to the Supreme Court of Nebraska
in a case involving an estate wherein part of the property was left to
the lodge. I ruled that the use of lodge funds, if properly authorized
at a meeting of the lodge, for the prosecution of the case in order to
acquire what appcars to be the lawful property of the lodge, would be
using lodge funds for Masonie purposes.

(3) A brother wished to circularize the members of his lodge,
offering them the privilege of purchasing a 75% interest in a mineral
leage covering the oil and gas rights on certain land in Kentucky. In
the event of commercial produetion, he proposed to turn over all profit
aceruing to him as a result of his 25% interest to the care of crippled
children and underprivileged boys. I ruled that his proposal would be
in violation of Section 2-614 of the Code. I also believe that Section
2-704, while not covering such a case specifically, would indiecate that
such a solicitation would be un-Masonie.

(4) Inquiry was made as to whether or not a lodge which had in
January voted to surrender its Charter, eould conduct a funeral service
in April. The question was whether or not the surrender of the Charter
wag final at the time of the vote or when the action is approved at the
next Grand Lodge session. I ruled that when the lodge voted to surrender
its Charter it was not in possession of a Charter, and therefore not
qualified to hold Masonic meetings or conduet Masonic servieces.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1) I recommend that Article IIT of the Constitution, and that
Section 1-101 of the By-laws of the Grand Lodge, be amended to provide
that the Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge shall be held in
Omaha on odd numbered years, and in Lincoln on even numbered years.
I believe that in each two year period we will get better attendance
coverage if we alternate our meetings between Lincoln and Omaha.
Lincoln is geographically closer to two-thirds of Nebraska than is Omaha.
Thus, one year we would hold Grand Lodge in the eity which is closest
to most lodges, and the other year we would hold it closest to most
members. I think our Grand Lodge would be strengthemed by such a
eombination.
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2A) I recommend that Section 1-301 of the By-laws be revised to
provide for a Jurisprudence Committee consisting of the seven junior
Past Grand Masters residing in Nebraska, with the senior member of the
group as chairman.

2B) Irecommend that the Grand Master submit to the Jurisprudence
Committee the recommendations he intends to make in his communication
address, and all decisions rendered to date, not less than thirty days
prior to the opening of Grand Lodge. Further, that the Jurisprudence
Committee meet prior to the opening of Grand Lodge and consider the
recommendations and decisions, and that any decisions made after sub-
mitting the above to the Jurisprudence Committee shall be presented to
the Committee prior to the opening of Grand Lodge.

I think that recommendations 2A and 2B will expedite the work
of the Grand Lodge and will permit more careful and thoughtful con-
sideration of the matters presented. It will permit most, if not all,
of our Grand Masters to be in attendance at all Grand Lodge sessions
and we will have the bhenefit of their constant advice and counsel.

2C) If recommendations 2A and 2B are approved, I recommend an
appropriation of $500 be made to cover the expense of the special meet-
ing of the Committee, with the understanding that no expense other
than that specified in Chapter I, Section 1-105 shall be paid members of
the Committee attending a meeting during the Grand Lodge session.

2D) If recommendations 2A, 2B and 2C are approved, I recommend
that Chapter I, Section 1-105 he revised to include Past Grand Masters.

3) I recommend that the incoming Grand Master appoint a com-
mittee to investigate the Distriet Deputy systems of other Grand Juris-
dictions and to present at our next Annual Communication a Distriet
Deputy plan for our Grand Jurisdietion. We have a large jurisdiction
in area, we are growing, and we are active. I think a District Deputy
Grand Master can be of real help to the Grand Master, the Grand
Secretary, the Grand Custodian and the Grand Marshal. At least let
us have a plan developed, and then we can decide whether or not we
want to adopt it.

4) I recommend that this Grand Lodge permit lodges to sponsor
DeMolay Chapters. No doubt I’'m prejudiced, as I was a charter member
of my DeMolay Chapter, both of my sons have served their DeMolay
Chapter as Master Councillor, and ’'m now an Advisory Council member.
If we can’t take some time to devote to our youth, then I say we are not
good Masons or good citizens. Certainly there will be problems, but are
we afraid to face them? Nearly everything worthwhile takes effort.
Let’s help that fine organization which teaches patriotism, preservation
of public schools, good eitizenship, and clean living. I find that many
other Grand Juridictions permit, or rather I should say, encourage their
subordinate lodges to sponsor DeMolay. If they can do it, we can do it.

5) I recommend that we abandon our doctrine of the perfect youth,
and make each lodge responsible for all time for all members they admit
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who are maimed. We turn away many good men, men who were maimed
fighting to preserve our freedom or injured in honest toil-—they are
honest, intelligent men, who are fine, productive citizens. We profess
that we believe in the “Brotherhood of Man and the Fatherhood of God.”
Let’s prove it.

6) I recommend that Nebraska Lodge No. 1 be reimbursed in the
amount of $430 for money spent in rehabilitating the Masonic monument
at Bellevue which marks the location of the first lodge organized in
Nebraska. It is true that they expended this money without approval,
but it was work which was certainly necessary. The Grand Lodge par-
ticipated in re-dedieating this monument last year, and we visited it
yesterday on our way to Plattsmouth. Surely we want it to be some-
thing we can be proud of.

7) I recommend that a Grand Lodge Committee on Public Schools
be established whose duty it will be to promulgate a program, approved
by the Grand Master, which will support public education in this Grand
Jurisdiction. We as Masons must protect, assist and lend active as-
sistance to the free public school system. If we Masons really want to
be more effective during the coming century, I commend this activity
to your very serious consideration.

8) I recommend that Article XII, Section 4 of the Constitution
be revised to inerease the price of providing a new charter from $75 to
$100. Our Grand Secretary tells me that the cost of securing this docu-
ment has increased materially since the present rate was established,
and that the proposed amount will barely cover the actual cost.

9) At the suggestion of our Grand Secretary I recommend that
Chapter XXII, Section 3-403 of the By-laws be revised to permit the use
of either registered or certified mail.

10) I believe that the action taken at our last Communication
amending Section 2-1204, may have been hasty in that a strict observance
of the revised law would prohibit Masons from wearing their aprons
on Sunday when conducting a funeral, Scottish Rite Masons from
wearing their eaps on Easter morning during the ceremony of relighting
the Symbolie Lights, Knights Templar from wearing their regalia on
Easter Sunday, Shriners from wearing their fezzes during the Sunday
afternoon performances of the Shrine Circus or at Shrine picnics held
on Sunday. I, therefore, recommend that this matter be referred to the
Committee on Jurisprudence for their further consideration and recom-
mendation.

GRAND SECRETARY

My good right hand throughout this year has been R.'.W.'.Brother
Carl Greisen. I want to thank him for his help. This has been an
especially busy year for Brother Carl. There have been many new de-
mands upon his time and talents because of our Centennial celebration.
He has handled everything with his usual dispateh.
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I have not used the Grand Master's office in the Grand Lodge
quarters very much this year, nor have I made many visits to our Grand
Secretary’s office. I'm sure you will realize that I would prefer to
use the telephone. Brother Carl and I have been in telephone communi-
cation two or three times a week, and we have met at Masonic occasions
once or twice a week, so we were able to co-ordinate our work. It has
been a pleasure to work with your Grand Secretary, and I thank him for
his co-operation and ever ready assistance.

While I haven’t been around Brother Carl’s office very much this
year, I am aware that he has a very efficient staff, and I thank each
of them for their help and kindnesses.

GRAND CUSTODIAN

W.".Brother Ray Cook and his efficient staff of Assistant Custodians
have not been able to carry out their normal activities during this past
year because of the pre-centennial meetings held throughout the state.

Perhaps a break in the regular routine is good once in awhile; it
gives one a better chance to evaluate what one has been doing. I'm sure
we will all agree that Brother Cook’s department has done and is doing
an outstanding job for Masonry in Nebraska. One thing alone, the dignity
with which the degrees are conferred, is proof of this. The number of
certified men and certified lodges continues to increase. This is fine,
but I would give one word of caution—Ilet’s not make individual pro-
ficiency a prerequisite to holding office. There are other qualifica-
tions, in my mind, whieh are equally important, such as leadership,
administrative ability, dependability, ete.

I especially want to thank Brother Ray for his tremendous contribu-
tion to our pre-centennial celebrations. He attended all twenty meetings
and gave a very interesting talk at each one entitled, “The Origin and
History of the Masonic Ritual.” I know the brothers learned much from
this talk, and the only way it could have been improved was for Brother
Ray to have had more time.

To Brother Ray and to all his fine Assistant Custodians I say
“Thanks”—it’s been a pleasure working with you.

OTHER MASONIC BODIES

Organizations which have membership in the Masonic Order or the
recommendation of a Master Mason as a prerequisite to membership
must be a constant source of interest and concern to this Grand Lodge.
What these organizations do can bring credit or discredit to Masonry.
These organizations must never be allowed for one minute to forget
that they owe their very existence to this Grand Lodge, and that they
are accountable to this Grand Lodge.

It is my personal belief that, in general, these organizations are a

great credit to Masonry. I’m sure we are all proud of the great work
many of them are doing.
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There is, however, one thing which some of these groups do which
bothers me. It is a fundamental concept of Masonry that application
must be a wholly voluntary act. This is not the case in some of the so-
called higher bodies, where I think undue pressure is often put on a
Master Mason to join. “Let your light so shine before men that they
will see your good work and glorify your Father which is in Heaven.”
Can we not also say, “Let your light so shine before men that they will
see your good works and want to join with you in furthering them ?’

We have three youth organizations which have Masonic relation-
ships—Job’s Daughters, Rainbow for Girls, and DeMolay. To me it is
regrettable that this Grand Lodge has not seen fit to permit local lodges
to sponsor DeMolay Chapters. Having been a charter member of the
DeMolay Chapter in Lincoln, having had two sons who served their
Chapter as Master Councillor, and being a member of the DeMolay Ad-
vigory Council, I feel strongly on this subject, and have made a recom-
mendation earlier in my report.

It is regrettable that the impression prevails in some parts of our
jurisdiction that some Grand Lodge representatives are opposed to Ma-
sonic youth organizations. I certainly hope, and I do not believe this
is true. The future of our country lies in our youth, and any of you
who have witnessed the initiatory work of our three fine Masonic youth
organizations could not help but be proud that they claim a Masonic
heritage. Let’s do everything we can to encourage them—they are the
citizens of tomorrow.

CHARTERS SURRENDERED

It is with regret that I report that Israel Lodge No. 187 of Ulysses,
and Grace Lodge No. 226 of Wilcox, surrendered their charters this past
year. Each of these lodges had less than ten resident members. It is
a difficult decision to deeide to give up your lodge, but there comes a
time when that is a wise decision. It is hoped that all the brothers
will affiliate with a neighboring lodge promptly, and lend their full
support to their new home.

GRAND LODGE OFFICE COMMITTEE

At your direction last year, I appointed a Special Grand Lodge
Office Committee of three members, consisting of M. .W.'.Charles F.
Adams, Chairman, R.".W..John E. Beaver, and W. .Herbert A. Ronin.
They have applied themselves to the task assigned, and will give a report
at this session. I now thank them for their acceptance of this assign-
ment.

GRAND LODGE BUSINESS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

In consequence of a Resolution adopted by this Grand Body last year,
I appointed a Grand Lodge Business Affairs Committee consisting of
M.".W. .Brothers Edward F. Carter, Chairman, Benjamin F. Eyre, Edward
Huwaldt, Elmer E. Magee and Thomas J. Aron.
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I selected five consecutive Past Grand Masters who had not served
too recently, so they would have a perspective, and who had not served
so long ago that our problems and size were too different. I don’t think
I could have selected a better qualified group—there are bankers,
businessmen, a lodge secretary, an attorney and judge.

This committee has a deep interest in the over-all welfare of our
Grand Lodge, as I’m sure we all have. They will give a report and, I
assume, some recommendations, later in the session.

LANCASTER LODGE NO. 54

I want to express my sincere appreciation to my lodge, Lancaster
No. 54, for the support and many courtesies extended to me, not only
this past year, but ever since I became a member in 1928.

I thank them for the reception given Mrs. Hale and me in Lincoln
June 8, 1956, and for the gift presented to me at that time. I can report
that T have used it to excellent advantage throughout the year.

STATE OF THE CRAFT

In spite of drought conditions which prevailed during 1956, we
finished the year with a net gain of 327. This was truly remarkable.
It is not numbers, as such, that we glory in, but rather the quality of
those who knock on our doors. From my observation we are raising fine
young men who are a credit to the fraternity. Young men are assuming
responsibilities in the lodges.

For the most part our lodges are in a healthy and active condition.
Several have moved into new Temples, improved their present quarters,
or are making plans to construct Temples in the near future.

CONCLUSION

And so we come to the end of another year—not just an ordinary
year, but a special milestone—the end of one century. It is a fine thing
to be able to reflect that we have builded well, to glory in our two
fine Masonic Homes, to compliment ourselves on our ritualistic purity
and perfection, to point with pride to our growth in numbers, to feel
security because of monetary possessions, and to feel that we have
benefited our fellow men, the communities in which we live and our state,
but I’m reminded of that famous epigram, “The past is prologue.” ¥or
us the past is prologue—it points the way for us to be of greater service
in the future to our churches, to our schools, to our country and to our
brothers.

It has been a great honor to serve you, and I hope I have done so to
your satisfaction.

Fraternally submitted,

e Il

Grand Master
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REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

It is a great privilege to serve the Grand Lodge as Secretary and it
is with genuine pleasure that I greet you this morning, assembled as you
are in this One Hundredth Annual Communication, and bring to you my
tenth report as your Grand Secretary. Eight men have preceded me in
this office since 1857. They are, in the order of their service: George
Armstrong, Robert W. Furnas, Robert C. Jordan, Stephen D. Bangs, J.
Newton Wise, Robert W. Furnas, William R. Bowen, Francis E. White
and Lewis E. Smith.

All have long since entered into eternal rest except my immediate
predecessor M.".W. .Lewis E. Smith, senior Past Grand Master and Grand
Secretary Emeritus. He is here today as chipper as ever. He has been
a tower of strength to this Grand Lodge and to me persomally. I shall
always be grateful for his brotherly love and timely counsel.

“And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a
rock.” Matthew 7:25.

Truly this Grand Lodge was founded upon a roek and has withstood
the adversities of 100 years and prospered. Some one has said, we cannot
face the future looking at the past. The Grand Lodge of Nebraska faces
a great challenge as we begin the next 100 years, May we accept the
ohallenge with courage and maintain our position on the rock.

Now my report.

INVESTMENTS

The finanecial statement reflects the activity in the several funds.

RETURNS

Complete returns have been received from every lodge and all dues
for the year 1956 have been paid in full. Again may we express our
thanks and appreciation to the lodge secretaries for their fine co-opera-
tion. For the most part theirs is a labor of love and they do a wonderful
job.

GRIEVANCES

Petitions for restoration have been received from Fremont No. 15,
Lineoln No. 19, Wayne No. 120, Culbertson No. 174, Landmark No. 222,
and Grand Island No. 318. Notice of an appeal from the deecision of a
trial commission from Fairbury No. 35 and Baneroft No. 145. These
have all been referred to the Committee on Grievances for consideration
and report at this Annual Communication.

TEERTE
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CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS

Holbrook Lodge No. 257 has been cited to appear and show cause
why their charter should not be forfeited in accordance with action of
Grand Lodge at its 99th Annual Communication.

December 18, 1956, Israel Lodge No. 187, Ulysses, voted to surrender
their charter. With only nine brethren living in or near the village and
two of the nine physically unable to attend, it was just impossible to con-
tinue. The brethren will all affiliate with lodges near by. The charter

and records are in the office and available for the Committee on Charters
and Dispensations.

January 14, 1957, Grace Lodge No. 226, Wilcox, voted to surrender
its charter. This charter was surrendered for the same reason as Israel

Lodge No. 187. The charter and records are in the office and available
for the Committee on Charters and Dispensations.

CENTENNIAL LODGE NO. 326
On the evening of July 7th the Grand Master, M.".W.".Merle M. Hale,
constituted Centennial Lodge No. 326. They have had a fine year and

are doing well. We can be proud of our two new lodges, Bellevue No. 325
and Centennial No. 326.

FIFTY-YEAR BUTTONS

During the year 107 buttons have been presented to brethren entitled
to receive them. We now have 605 brethren in this distinguished group.

JORDAN MEDALS

Thirty-nine special meetings and ceremonies have been held this year
at which time the senior member of the lodge was presented with the
Robert Carrel Jordan Bronze Medal. It means, too, that thirty-nine breth-
ren who were proud to wear the likeness of our first Grand Master, have
laid down the working tools for the final time.

PRE-CENTENNIAL MEETINGS

Twenty pre-centennial meetings were held this year. It was my priv-
ilege and pleasure to attend eighteen.

The activity of the Grand Custodian during this Grand Lodge year
has been centered around the pre-centennial meetings. However, we have
continued to keep close contact with W. .Brother Cook and the Assist-
ant Custodians. We appreciate and thank them for their co-operation.

MEMORIAL LODGE OF OMAHA U.".D.".

To W.".Ralph 8. Tully, the Officers and brethren of Memorial Lodge
of Omaha, U.".D."., we express our thanks and appreciation, This lodge
is called upon many times each year to conduct the funeral of a sojourn-
ing brother. It is a great service to the Grand Lodge.
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GRAND LODGE RECORDS

Last year you authorized the removal from the rolls of Entered Ap-
prentice and Fellow Craft Masons who had failed to advance within the
five-year period and suspended Master Masons who had failed to reinstate
within the three-year period. We have removed from the rolls 2,883 En-
tered Apprentices, 630 Fellow Crafts and 11,720 suspended.

This leaves our rolls current and affords a better opportunity for the
lodge officers to maintain a closer contact with these brethren and urge
their advancement and continued membership.

We have visited with the Grand Master and the Committee on Grand
Lodge Office relative to the micro-filming of at least seventy-five years
of our Grand Lodge records. This procedure would give us much needed
vault and work room space and eliminate the purchase of additional
filing cabinets. If a recommendation is made in favor of this procedure
we hope you approve.

THE NEBRASKA MASONIC CODE

We are pleased to report that the Centennial edition of the Law
of Freemasonry in Nebraska will be ready for distribution to the lodges
on or before June 6th. Together with M.".W.’. Brother Adams, Lee and
Raecke we have spent hours upon hours in the preparation of this book.
We hope you like it.

FINANCIAL REPORT
SPECIAL ACCOUNT
May 10, 1957

DEBIT
Received from 45,737 members at $3.00 each......... S Y $137,211.00
Received from 1,386 initiations at $10.00 each.............. 13,860.00
Received from 11 affiliations at $10.00 each................ 110.00
Received from Surety Bond Premiums...................... 641.30
1EeeEyeGl B RIUICH agaohandodtannan00ds 00006006900 0as 3,835.52
IReceiveditnomBliabilibyBlSunATIC RN PP P P, 4,121.37

Received from 1,361 brethren for George Washington Masonic

National Memorial Association at $1.00 each............ 1,361.00
(@remern JLEGEED e Edl666066060 40666660000 0060600 HaEas 000000 9.00
T S AR B IO S BAEEBEC 5 6 4 0 96 6:0%6 0 000006 00 a o $161,149.19

CREDIT
Transferred to The Nebraska Masonic Home....... 5 0080 9q ok $ 91,474.00
Transferred to Maintenance Fund ......... 355 060¢ 000000000 6,860.55
PransferreditoRRelie fAEuma N e e e b v sper TPt s . 9,147.40
Transferred to General Fund .............. .. ...iiiiin.n. 47,829 42

Transferred to Permanent Reserve Fund.................... 1,361.00
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Transferred to Supply Aceount ...........covvviiiiiiiinenn. 4,476.82
S0 IV RS o LT S | S SOt $161,149.19

GENERAL FUND
May 10, 1957

CASH DEBIT

Cash on hand May 10, 1956..........c0iiiiiininennniannns $ 52,598.14
Refunds 1956 budget............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee., 570.19
Special dispensations .........iiiiiiiiie ittt iiieeas 160.00
V257l BEEETI 606000 a0086000600060606da0000600000d600000H0 2,101.70
JAYEREED ©00000000000060000600000000000060006806a000000000000Q 655.48
Special aceount .........c. ..t it e 47,829.42
WHEEEIEMEETE 5006600000006 0000600060000000000000000800a0060 301.29
Children’s Home Endowment Fund............covvivuenenes 8,500.00
IR@EHEE I 60 oaoooo0000n00asacaaaanacoonsonnnonnainstoos 9,500.00
Centennial Lodge No. 326 Charter...........ccovvvunnenns 75.00

AR50 8% a8 6 o' el o 50 0 b Do T S o olaTT okra DI o R ER O ey $122,291.22

CASH CREDIT

IO BhBn s 4G CRreRIAG B ot S A e Tt L o A T P PR $ 12,391.30
Grand Lodge dinner.............c..iiiuiiiiiiiinniinnennas 654.50
Entertainment of distinguished guests.............ccovuun.s 1,298.20
Reporting Grand Lodge proceedings...................cooun. 75.00
€] U05AEY 600000600 00006:060000000a000000000HOTE0 000 SO0 15.00
Eheniel O cooono00000000000000066050008000000000053080 10.00
Grand Chaplain ........c.. ..ttt iiiiiiiiiennnrnens 100.00
Committee on Masonic Edueation ......................... 1,800.00
Committee on Nebraska Work ..........cc.ocieivvaiiiannns 100.00
el ISOEIEEE o oo00000060000000000a 65 0600000000008008000 00 50.00
Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans................... 600.00
Oficre ClonwsidiEE8 co00000060000000400000050006000000006090 3 100.00
Trial Commissions .............cviiuiirniiniennennennannnn 100.00
Unassigned expense under direction of Grand Master........ 867.25
Travel expense, Grand Master.........ccoeiivrenneeennnan.ns 2,500.00
Travel expense, Grand Secretary...........cooovvvneneennns 1,500.00
Travel expense, Grand Custodian..............ccoveviennenn 5,000.00
Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian, salary................. 5,500.00
Grand Officers eXPenBe......eoeeuserverneroacnoronaranenns 600.00
Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary Emeritus.................. 500.00
Grand Seeretary Clerical Staff...................c.civiiun. 7,040.00
Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary, salary.................... 7,500.00
Rent Grand Lodge quarters to June, 1957................... 2,200.00
AT @ 198080 00 0 000 00 0600600600000500006006a00006000000600 350.00
Grand Secretary office expense............cviiiiniinienan 4,500.00

Past Grand Master’s jewel...... . ... .o iiiiiieanns 154.00
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Proceedings and advance €OPie8......ccccvivovnntocnaranans 4,025.50
Liability insurance premium............c.ceenveevaacnoncass 23.15
Masonic Relief Association..................... 0000080060 o0 291.18
Bond premium on 1odges. .. coviveiieit ittt 6005000 5,031.07
Soeial fSeemisiing (5% 0o 00000006 000000a0000400a M S 08000086 680.45
Bond premiums, Grand Lodge Officers............. q000boo X 313.20
Compensation insurance .............coeeeietiennronaenans 3 41.01
Transportation to Plattsmouth.................. ..ot 294.00
Fifty-year buttons ............ Bes 0 00 O b 6.0 dloib 0.0 5 00000000 294.80
Omaha Lodge No. 288. . ... .0t iniiiiireenerorneasennnnns 10.00
Expense, M.".W.".Herbert T. White..................c. ... 446.65
Cash on hand May 10, 1957............ccveunn, Ol oo GO0 0 55,334.96

Total ey . @ wlr Sy, Dt e s . A J....$122,201,22

SUPPLY ACCOUNT
May 10, 1957

CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand May 10, 1956.......c.c0ciriiarennnnaseannnnns $ 5,230.66
Received from supplies...........ccoviiiieiieiiiiaaiinnnns 3,839.14
Received from Lodges for Bond Premium................... 641.30
ILEYIE @ IR TR dofas oo 3 a B0 do.o 6 008 60 G606 5ad 0 6606 5.0 060 39.50
otal. . .. ... am i N by e R T T e $ 9,750.60

CASH CREDIT

Premium on Secretaries and Treasurers bond................ $ 577.17
Supplies .......... 60000000d06056008000600000 0 90000000000 ... 1,652.58
IDAIEYHD. 00000060006000006000050 0608000050800 000000000000 6ooa 600.00
Lost Cheek No. 64..........0iiuiuniiverietacocneancnoaanes 39.50
CaEn on lignGl Wty ) 87 a6 05 oot asnccoasaatacanoooconoso . 6,881.35

) s e R ot o b b o0 o B0 86 a0 00 $ 9,750.60

RELIEF FUND
May 10, 1957

CASH DEBIT
Cko e Tnevag] Wiierz 1), IEEEs 60 600 0aaa0a0b00000000000a000000 $ 7,420.99
Special Account ....... 5006000 6602a00000000 06000a000605000 . 9,147.40
TR a0 0080000060 00000 8000 4006000006606 0600600006 565000 250.00
Securities paid and sold........cei it ittt it 9,659.29

1 IS ARSI H L SIS I 0 5 6.8 6750 d16,0 0 06 6 ... $ 26,477.68
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CASH CREDIT

Paid to Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans............ $ 3,000.00
Masonic Service Asgociation....ooovevenerirenercncnncannns 1,000.00
Grand Lodge General Fund.......c.ooviviiiinenennenunnes. 9,500.00
Cash on hand May 10, 1957......cciienevieneernnncnonannns 12,977.68

W0 0.0 000000000.006000000000060666000060600000HIB.0G $ 26,477.68

PERMANENT RESERVE FUND
May 10, 1957

CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand May 10, 1956........cviruuniinninenrneennss $ 5,873.71
Rlcnataes peicl 26l il ooooa0mm0000000000600060000000000G 31,717.72
George Washington Masonic National Memorial............. 1,361.00
18 TR 15 000 000000 B A B ONE G aa B0 AGE HE 0 Ba B0 B EE00 0 T0 o Ly 1,389.74
Profit on sale of securities...........cieveivieneniaennn.. 1,992.12
G¥olo 0 8b @00 a0g adbaopaB oo dotabd o d S o oot SU. $42,334.29
CASH CREDIT
Securities purchased ...........ciiiiiiiiiiaiiiiieaiiea.n $ 8,166.47
Transferred to Centennial Fund......ceoiviviierennnanennn. 31,600.00
Cash on hand May 10, 1957.......ccvineiiinininunnnnneeennnn 2,567.82
$8080lL6 0 40'G0 000 0l o ddlpa o006 @B 00 000 6 BB 080 o TG0 ba b IbG $ 42,334.29
PERMANENT RESERVE FUND SECURITIES
May 10, 1957
No.
48—Missouri Power & Light Co., 3.9% pfd............o..n.. $ 5,200.00
57—Shawmut Association, commoOn..........cvvuruvuuennans 2,295.00
59—Rare Metals Corp. of America, common...........c.cuvue. 200.00
DU 0 80 0.0 a0 HHlboa 60 00.6/0bR 0 0 0B aEs a0 00k a0 a0aEaTas o $ 7,695.00
BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT FUND
May 10, 1957
CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand May 10, 1956........00uiieieennieennnanannann $ 43,456.82
Securities Paid and Sold......covvereiiiiiiiiiriiiiieennia.s 28,689.11
JGGHEEE 00680000 6000000806508 000 600000000 aSanE 5060l 0 00 ool 6,606.42
Profit on sale of securities...........ovuviiivirnnunnnnannns 3,474.03

Il g.ola 00 GOk S 60 00 G Ao 8 8 000 6.0 0 b8 o SHHON d $ 82,226.38
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CASH CREDIT

EEEAEIET T FSL 50000000 0 5606 00660000008000600 60000000 8 $ 72,319.86
IRV O G 650 00000800 500800 00060 64690800080006000 50 2,150.00
iG] 1baG6 e (OF0BkEE0 0000000004 60066060 00600050606005006000060 2,531.35
Chrln @ el ey 10, S8/, 55 s ono00000500060000006000000 0 5,225.17

TR 6 6560660006960 06050G0060600000a00600600000004 $ 82,226.38

BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT FUND SECURITIES

May 10, 1957

No. Name Cost
89—U. 8. Treasury Coupon bonds, 28%..............cvvunn $ 10,000.00
91—Fairmont Foods Co., 4% pfd.......c.cacviiiieernnnnsae 20,800.00
94—=Shell Union Oil Co., bonds 24% ....c..cvviiiiviierans . 15,225.00
95—Dana Corporation, 3.75% pfd......o.cvveieneenanianns 5,100.00
99—Westinghouse Eleetrie Corp., 3.809% pfd................ 10,050.00

101-—Commonwealth of Australia, bonds 33%................ 9,750.00

102—Southern California Edison Co., 4.889% pfd............. 10,500.00
116—Province of Saskatchewan, bonds 4% .................. 1,062.72

122—Tennessee Gas Transmission, pfd., 4.64%.............. 9,922.50
133—Pacific Gas & Electric 4.50 pfd....... 500aa006060000a0a0 - ALY

136—Shawmut Association, common...........ccovvniinens. 2,275.00

138—General Public Utilities Corp., common................ 3,624.32
139—Towa Public Service Co., 3.75% pfd.................... 4,500.00

140—Kansas-Nebraska Natural Gas, 5% pfd................. 10,250.00

147—Hugoton Gas Trust, common...........coiviveeniennnns 10,125.00

148—Rochester Telephone Corp., COMmMON. . .oveeeuunenvennans 11,112.50
149—Otter Tail Power Co., COMMON. ... .0vuurernan. bl a0k 8,550.00

150—Arizona Public Service, COmMmMON. .c.vuviirerineerrerones 7,300.00
151—Towa Power & Light Co., 3.30% pfd..........covunennn. 7,900.00
152—Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line, common.............. 3,837.50
154—Texas Gas Transmission, COMMON. ..vuueuvurnnnnnnannss 2,387.50

R e Sl S e B B8 ABRAb 6 0 C'00 0 000 660506800060 0a $174,572.04

ORPHANS’ EDUCATIONAL FUND
May 10, 1957

CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand May 10, 1956. ...........ciiiuiiiuniecacnnnnn. $ 26,124.42
SecuritieskpaldRandlsoldr . o P P P AP 32,070.65
Profit on sale of securities........ocveiiiiivirceranncnnsoanses 4,018.61
JIEEEG 4000006000 a0 babatat00 Be ABBO0O00 B0 6 OOEG6E 00 64 5 b 0.6 G0 10,805.08

$ 73,018.76
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CASH CREDIT

Becurities purchased .............. 00060060000600006000390T0 $ 48,265.50
Transferred to Maintenance Fund .................coinene, 9,000.00
Transferred to Masonic-Eastern Star Student Fund......... 1,600.00
1) EEIFFEYS I 600006000 06000000605606006060900003000600000605 46.88
Chgh @ el Wiz 0, W8 5 aaaore00an0660a030000606606000000 14,106.38

Total..... 000000 d8006000000006060600600003306A0A00AAN $ 73,018.76

ORPHANS’ EDUCATIONAL FUND SECURITIES
May 10, 1957

No. Name Cost

410—Province of Manitoba, bonds, 4% .........covvinnuiv..n. $  930.00
4713—Western Light & Telephone Co., 5% pfd............... 6,871.50
502—Fairmont. Foods| Co:, 4% pfa.. ... o ottt 15,600.00
506—Iowa Public Service, 3.90% pfd............c.covvinnn. 10,200.00
507—Southern Pacific Ry. bonds, 23%..............coovent 9,875.00
508—Fruehauf Trailer Company, 4% pfd........cccoveieenas. 10,450.00
510—S8cranton Spring Brook Water Service Co., 4109 pfd... 5,125.00
515—U. B, Government Treasury bonds, 23%................ 5,000.00
527—El Paso Natural Gas Company, 4.109% pfd.............. 4,971.25
541—Ada County, Idaho, Grange Supply, 5% ....ccoveeeennnn 15,000.00
544—El Paso Natural Gas, pfd. 410%.........coovviinnninnn 4,910.63
545—Western Light & Telephone, 5% pfd................... 2,812.22
548—Western Light & Telephone Co., 5% pfd................ 3,072.43
550—American Tobacco Co., bonds, 33% .................... 8,938.82
561-—Wisconsin Electric Power, 3.60% pfd.................. 8,690.31
562-—8outhwestern Investment Co., bonds, 5% .............. 10,000.00
6568—City of Toronto, bonds, 3% ....c.covvevesarororasssnne 25,635.92
569-—Shawmut Association, common............ciieunnonns 4,600.00
§70—Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., 4.50 pfd................. 14,850.00
577—Kansas-Nebraska Natural Gas, 5% pfd................. 15,375.00
581-—Home Insurance, COMMON. ......cuvuurensovoncasnssnns 14,875.00
583—Central Electric & Gas, Common. .........c.covvvuiinenns 8,000.00
585—Province of Ontario, bonds, 33% .......cocvvvieun... 9,965.56
586—City of Montreal, bonds, 35/8% .......ccovviiueenennn. 10,198.68
587—Ford Motor Company, COmMMOM. . .ovuvroerrareencennns 6,450.00
588—Southern California Edison, 4.249% pfd.................. 5,110.00
589—Utah Gas Service, 53% bonds.........cc0vvvneneeennn. 10,041.25
590—Home State Mining Co., common............c.coovvuunn. 6,694.50
591—Colorado Oil & Gas Co., pfd. 1.25........ 0050065000000 9,525.00
§92—Pacific Lighting Corp., pfd. 4.36%........c.cocvvvunnn 9,858.50
§93—TIllinois Power Co.,, COMMON...cvoceemveonscnnarososone 5,637.50
§94-—Western Light & Telephone Co,, pfd., 5.20% ............ 5,350.00

5 1 T N O g S $284,614.07
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CHILDREN’S HOME ENDOWMENT FUND
May 10, 1957

CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand May 10, 1956...........c . 0iiiriieinnnnnennn $ 22,480.97
Securities paid and sold.......c ittt ittt iiien i, 18,816.75
Profit on sale of securitie8..........c.cvvivuiinnnienennennnn 3,398.36
ISR, 0 0000000000@00505600 6560000600009 030000065600000 7,508.40
Paid on farm mortgages........c...o.iiiiiiriiiiiinieenani 1,000.00
Total...... 5 0 8 5.00in'akd 516 tia a6 0 0 8 810 0/aB G806 on B0 6 000 $ 53,204.48

CASH CREDIT
Securities) ;purchaseds . . - ..o cohloion oo oot L SRR S $ 16,975.00
Transferred to Maintenance Fund, Special appropriation..... 10,000.00
Transferred to General Fund, Special appropriation......... 8,500.00
Cash on hand May 10, 1957. ... ...cveurninrriinnerennnnnnn 17,729.48
T2 PN o | SRR T o =l 8 o $ 53,204.48

FARM MORTGAGES

No. Borrower County Rate Amount
81—Kathleen O’ Grady............ 240 acres Colfax.... 5% $ 1,600.00
82—Robert Levi.............u.t. Omaha property....419 4,000.00

MElo000d00000600500000065666806a050006660aa0c000a $ 5,600.00

CHILDREN’S HOME ENDOWMENT FUND SECURITIES
May 10, 1957

No. Name Cost

108—U. 8. Government Treasury bonds, 23%................ $ 10,000.00
111—Missouri Power & Light Company, 3.90% pfd........... 5,200.00
113—American Potash & Chemical Corp., 4% pfd............ 5,000.00
114—E. I. Dupont De Nemours Company, 34% pfd............ 10,200.00
115—Public Service of Indiana, 33% pfd.........co0vuunnn.. 4,775.00
117—Tennessee Gas Transmission Company, 419% pfd......... 5,150.00
137—Central Illinois Public Service, pfd. 4% ..........u.... 9,061.88
151-—Consolidated Cigar Corp., $5.00 pfd.........cc.cvevunnn. 4,225.00
158—Indianapolis Power & Light, 4% pfd................... 15,164.19
159—Shawmut Association, common........................ 2,300.00
160—Consolidated Cigar Corp., $5.00 pfd.......c.cvvviinnen., 4,775.00
164—Iowa Public Service Co., 3.75% pfd..............c..... 4,500.00
166—Iowa Power and Light Company, common.............. 12,372.48
167—Iowa Public Service Company, common................ 9,780.00
168—Southwestern Investment Company, bonds 5%.......... 10,040.28
169—Interstate Securities, common......................... 8,812.50

170—Kansas-Nebraska Natural Gas, 59 pfd................. 10,500.00
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173—Province of British Columbia, bonds 35/89% ............ 10,550.20
175—Gas Service Company, COMMON . . ... tvvuernrraranans eee 9)900.00
176—Pacific Power & Light Co., common.......co.cvvvuvn.. 2,950.00
177—Western Casualty & Surety Co........covcvievneennne, 8,825.00

Tl 000000086000000000068m00000000600880000 00 0aE $164,081.53

MAINTENANCE FUND
May 10, 1957

CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand May 10, 1956........c00vivernnnnnnnnnnnnenns $ 6,852.45
Ejzeeioll AGUOt coooooooocococn00000000000000905900066600000 6,860.55
Building and Improvement Fund.................covivienns 2,150.00
Orphans’ Educational Fund..............cccoiiiinvnnnnns. 9,000.00
Children’s Home Endowment Fund...............co0vevunnns 10,000.00
0l 0000006600000000000068869000050085608a006 Ak $ 34,863.00

CASH CREDIT
The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children............... $ 28,000.00
Cash on hand May 10, 1957.........cciiiirniinniinnnnivans 6,863.00
o B0 00 60 0 a0 9 0 0do b0 006 06660 00 F00 0 0 dEH 66 A0 JB $ 34,863.00

CENTENNIAL CONTINGENT FUND

May 10, 1957

CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand May 10, 1956.......c.iiiiiiiniirnnnnnnennnnnnn $ 1,983.43
Casgh from Permanent Reserve Fund........ ©00000880060600060 31,600.00
IHXHlo 606 00000000000006000a0600a800060006506800000 0 $ 33,583.43

CASH CREDIT
Warrants No. 7 to 51 inclusive, ... oovivenieninnennnnnennes $ 8,003.57
Cash on hand May 10, 1957.......cvorerrnuennnonnanncaneanns 25,579.86
Dl 00060000000666006006006000000000003060600030a $ 33,583.43

RECAPITULATION OF ALL FUNDS

General Fund cash.........cciiiiiiiiiiiiineannnnnnnnennn. $ 55,334.96
Relief Fund eash.......coieveiiiiiiiiiineiniiniinnaaes. 1297768
Permanent Reserve Fund cash..............c00uue. 600000090 2,567.82
Permanent Reserve Fund securitie8..........eeccevvaiiaons. 7,695.00
Building and Improvement Fund eash...................... 5,225.17

Building and Improvement Fund securities................. 174,572.04
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I EIRETIEE JPTGLEERENG 0 500055068060 600:000000063006 06600000 6,863.00
Supply Account cash........... SRS oiir FOaREAE b 0 oboo 8o 6,881.35
Orphans Educational Fund cash..............00iiveneinnn., 14,106.38
Orphang Educational Fund securities...................... 284,614.07
Children’s Bome Endowment Fund eash ................... 17,729.48
Children’s Home Endowment Fund securities .............. 169,681.53
Grand Lodge Expense account ...............c..oecuunun.., 407.66
Grand Lodge Exchange aceount ..........coivveinuanennnn.. 210.00
Grand Officers Expense account ............ < o (8 dee ) AP 262.64
Centennial Contingent Fund cash......c....vvviiiniievnnnn... 25,579.86

Total. . ~.. 0. T e e e o A $784,708.64

DIVERSIFICATION OF INVESTMENTS

Total Per-

Type of Investment Cost centage
United States Government Bonds.................. $ 25,000.00 3.19,
Canadian Bonds ............c..cieiiiiiiiiiininnn.. 58,343.08 7.7%
ANTERFIERD JBOGE) 500600000000 50000080 660060000 0660 9,750.00 1.29,
Industrial and Miscellaneous Bonds............... 79,120.35 10.19,
Publie Utility Preferred Stoeks.................... 210,120.41 26.89%
Industrial and Miscellaneous Preferred Stocks...... 95,725.00 12.29
Industrial and Miscellaneous Common Stocks....... 67,452.00 8.59%
Publie Utility Common Stoeks..................... 85,451.80 1099,

(sub totals) Bonds and Stocks................ ($630,962.64)
VI IOHEHRAE JLIATIE 6065050060000 5000600 6060000004d50 ¢ 5,600.00 7%
CEEN 6000000000 3600606 00003055 0606800 000k 00000000k 148,128.04 18.89

$784,690.68 100 9,

AN ANALYSIS OF INVESTMENTS
BONDS AND STOCKS

Total Annual Income

Type of Investment Cost Received  Yield
United States Government Bonds...... $ 25,000.00 $ 625.00 2.59
Canadian Bonds ..............c.ovuuns 58,343.08 1,880.00 3.2%
Australian Bonds ..................... 9,750.00 325.00 349
Industrial and Miscellaneous Bonds..... 79,120.35 3,225.00 4.2¢9,
Publie Utility Preferred Stoeks......... 210,120.41 9,207.50 4.49

Industrial and Miscellaneous Pfd. Stocks 95,725.00 3,792.50 3.99%
Industrial and Miscellaneous Com. Stocks 67,452.00 3,265.00 4.89
Public Utility Common Stocks......... 85,451.80 4,570.00 5.39

$630,962.64 $ 26,890.00 5.9%
Average Income Per Year........ccovevnnnnnnnn. 8560800600 8bk 439
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BRETHREN WHO HAVE BEEN PRESENTED WITH THE FIFTY
YEAR BUTTON BY THE GRAND LODGE, A.".F.".& A.".M.".
OF NEBRASKA, SINCE THE LAST REPORT AS
SHOWN ON PAGES 76, 77 AND 78
OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF 1956

Certificate

No. Name
1925-—Chalmers H, England....April
1926—Neils J. P, Larke........ May
1927—Edward A. Brittenham...April
1928—Jesse Parker............ June
1929—Alexander 8. Gilbert....June
1930—Edward A. Grove....... July
1931—Thomas J. Dempster....May
1932—Joseph T. Marshall...... Nov.
1933—Clinton D. Leonard..... Dec.
1934—Wallace G. Firth........ June
1935—William C. Rosecrans....June
1936—Benjamin M. Williams...June
1937—Luther Bonham......... June
1938—Ira W. McEachron...... July
1939—Cornelius T. Hecht...... M