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DEDICATION OF MONUMENT
Tuesday, June 7th, 1932
Erected at Bellevue, to Commemorate the
Establishment of Freemasonry in Nebraska,
Which was Presented to
Nebraska LLodge No. I, A.".F..& A.".M.".

By Worshipful Bro. William S. Heller,
Past Master of that Lodge.

M. .W..John R. Tapster, Grand Master of Masons of Nebraska, hav-
ing accepted the invitation of Nebraska Lodge No. 1, A.".F.".& A.".M.".,
to dedicate this monument, invited the Grand Lodge to participate in
the ceremonies.

The brethren of the eleven Omaha ILodges arranged for a fleet of
about 150 automobiles, which promptly at 1:00 o’clock, P. M., left the
Masoniec Temple, Omaha, driving along the River Drive and Bellevue
Boulevard, to the old historic town of Bellevue, where the first settle-
ment was established in Nebraska by the Presbyterian Missionaries,
and later was the headquarters of the John Jacob Astor Fur Trading
Company, and where in the year 1855, Nebraska Lodge No. 184, A,".F.".
& A..M.. was instituted by the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of
Illinois.

Through the courtesy of Colonel L. L. Gregg, Post Commander, at
Fort Crook, the Seventeenth Infantry Band, with Francis Resta, Direc-
tor, gave the following program, preceding the ceremonies.

PROGRAM
March—“George Washington Bi-Centennial” ............. 0002000 Sousa
Overture—*“Light Cavalry” .....ccciiiiiiiiiieereeenreanncennns Suppe
Saxophone Quintet—“Just Friends” ........... .00t Klenner

Soprano—=Sergeant Joseph E. DeBrosse

Alto—Musician Edward R. Bessclievre

Tenor—Musician Donald V., O’Keefe

Baritone—Musician Harmon J. Shutes

Bass—Corporal Clifton L, Hess
Selection—*“Vietor Herbert’s Favorites” ...........ce0vunn arr. by Lake
Serenade—“Les Millions d’ Arliquin” .......viiiiiieiiinienenns Trigo
March—“Nobles of the Mystic Shrine” .........cooiiiieeienan.. Sousa
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PROGRAM
2:00 o’cloek P. M.

W.".IJarold H. Thom, Master Nebraska Liodge No. 1, A.".
F.".& A .M. ., presiding. Invoecation, Rev. and Brother Leon
C. Hills, Chaplain Bee Hive Lodge No. 184, A.".F.".& A.".M.".

INVOCATION

“0 Lord our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the earth; hefore
the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the carth
and the world, from everlasting to everlasting Thou art God”.

We address Thee as the Supreme Architeet of the Universe.

As we gather on this solemn occasion may our hearts be filled with
the spirit of true worship. As the “Shekinah” shone in the Temple of
Solomon as a token of Divine presence, may glory this day gleam in our
hearts as evidence of The eternal necarness.

We ask for Thy blessing on our heloved land, upon our President,
and upon all those in authority.

We ask for a blessing upon those who have made it possible for us
to have in our midst this splendid monument. May all of the pcople
share in the blessings which eome from sincere Masonry.

May all that is done this day he begun, continued and ended in
Thee. We humbly ask for these favors in the name of the Lion of the
Tribe of Judah. Amen and Amen.

Address of Most Worshipful (. Haven Stephens, Grand
Master of Masons of Illinois.

Brother Chairman, Most Worshipful Grand Master Tapster, other distin-
guished Grand Masters, members of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska,
Brethren and Friends:

It is a great pleasurc for me being accompanied by Right Worship-
ful Brother William H. Zarley, Deputy Grand Master, and Most Worship-
ful Brother Richard C. Davenport, Grand Secretary, as representatives
of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, to be here on this very auspicious occa-
sion when you celebrate the birth of Masonry in this fair state, and it is
with mueh pride that we are here representing the Mother of Nebraska
Masonry. The wonderful and very successful raising of a healthy family
from a very unattractive and uninteresting beginning dating back to
1855, when a group of ardent craftsmen came together in this community
and asked the Grand Lodge of Illinois to grant them a dispensation to
form Nebraska Lodge No. 1, is certainly sufficient reason for just pride.
And we are happy that it is our privilege to make this trip out from
Illinois and in this way contribute our part in this appropriate celebra-
tion. It might prove interesting to all of you to know something of the
history of the beginning of this lodge from the standpoint of the Grand
Lodge of Illinois.
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I find that in the 1855 report of the procecdings of the Grand
Master of Illinois he has placed in this report the following communi-
cations:

Chicago, February 11, 1855

M.".W.".Jas. L. Anderson, Esq., G. M, G. L. Ills.
Dear Sir & Brother:

I have written you several leiters, and have never yet received an
answer to one. I also sent you about 2 months since a petition for dis-
pensation for lodge to be located at Bellevue, Nebraska Territory, with
directions to forward the dispensation to me, as the parties were here
waiting for it. I received no answer to that communication. The parties
have written to me several times in regard to the matter. Last week I
sent them a dispensation for a lodge, to be called Nebraska Lodge to be
located at Bellevue, Nebraska, and appointed L. B. Kinney as Master,
Brother P. J. McMahon as Senior Warden, and Brother George P. Hess-
ner as Junior Warden. The petitioners were all vouched for by Brother
A. R. Gilmore who is a member of the Garden City Lodge of this eity,
and also one of the petitioners, and were recommended by Lafayette
Lodge No. 18 of this eity. If I have overstepped the bounds let me
know. From not answering my letter, and learning, though not officially
that you were out of the state I assumed the responsibility trusting it
would meet with your approbation.

I should be happy to hear from you occasionally. I should like to
know if you have received any of my letters. The lodges here, and in
this section are in a good healthy condition.

I remain yours truly and fraternally,
T. 0. WILSON, D. G. M.

GRAND MASTERS REPLY
Rushville, March 3, 1855
T. O. Wilson Esq., D. G. M., Grand Lodge of Illinois, Chicago.
R.".W.".8ir & Brother:

Your favor of the 11th of February post marked the 24th was re-
ceived in due course of mail and contents duly considered.

Your letter caused me much astonishment by stating that you had
written to me several letters, and not one of which has been received
by me, neither was the petition referred to.

I have not been absent from my home at any one time since my
return from the Grand Lodge, whereby correspondence could in the least
suffer, If I should find it necessary to be absent from the state during
the Masonic year I will notify you of the fact or cause it to be done.
I do not wish to be understood as complaining of you for exereising the
authority of granting the dispensations referred to in your letter but I
do doubt the legality of such dispensations when granted, while neither
of the disabilities exist referred to in the 4th section of the Bylaws, I
know of no authority of your granting them either by law or precedent
in our Grand Lodge, nor in any other where the power is not expressly
delegated.

Very truly and fraternally yours,

JAS. I.. ANDERSON, G. M. G. L. of Il

The same referred to committee on Lodges U. D.

The committee on Lodges U. D. asked leave to report that they have
examined the work, By Laws and returns of Meridian and Nebraska
Lodges U. D. and find the same correct. Your committee would thercfore
recommend the adoption of the following resolution:
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Resolved, That charters be issued to Meridian Lodge as Meridian
Lodge No., 183, and Nebraska Lodge as Nebraska Lodge No. 184 and
that the representatives of each lodge be invited to take their seats
as such.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
T. J. Wade
R. W. Seanland
N. H. Dearborn Committee.
H. 8. Jacob
S. Stevens

Again in 1857, when the lodge received its charter the following
I quote:

In July last I received a letter from Bro, Ira A. W. Buck, from
Omaha city, N, T., informing mec that the Nebraska Lodge at Bellevue
chartered by this Grand Lodge in 1855, had never been constituted nor
the officers instalied. They had done no work but were anxious to be
constituted and set to work properly. He suggested the propriety of
sending my proxy in the matter to him, as he expected to remain there
long enough to receive it and perform the duty. 1 acted upon his sugges-
tion and a few days since [ received a letter from Robert C. Jordon en-
closing the proxy sent Brother Buck, informing me that Brother Buck
not being able to perform the duties had deputized him in his place, and
that on the 22nd of August last he performed the duty set forth in said
proxy. He also enclosed the returns of Nebraska I.odge and the sum of
$10.00, as few days from that time the lodge there anticipated forming
a grand lodge for the territory of Nebraska. I would recommend that
the papers be referred to the committee on Chartered Lodges. The money
I have paid over to the Grand Secretary.

Thus was the little acorn of Masonry planted. A very unattractive
beginning, but through the watering and nourishing by these ardent
skilled craftsmen, the little tree began to grow. No shadow was cast
by this little trec at first, and in fact there were many times when, from
lack of water and proper nourishment and the lack of protection from
onslaughts and attacks it seemed to be driven to the earth and nearly
lost its life; but as our institution is of divine origin and has also its
hand in the hand of an Almighty Power it could not perish, but carried
on in an even course and that little acorn of seed of Masonry has grown
and expanded year after year. First, a small limb from the shoots,
represented by other groups of craftsmen, then these limbs gave off
more shoots and the tree began to take on size and proportion of a real
tree, which in the heat of the day when the sun became the hottest,
gave shelter to the tired and weary travelers on their hard and toilsome
journey. Your lodge, represented by the limb of the tree through its
ministration of relief and charity, proved a defense and assistance to
those who could not stand the heat of the sun. The growth from this
little beginning has been marvelous, covering a period of 75 of the
greatest and most outstanding years of our country’s history, and today
that little acorn has developed into a mighty tree whose branches
shadow all the fair state of Nebraska and shed its influence over the
homes and lives of thousands of your inhabitants, radiating the peace
of mind, happiness, satisfaction, and joy to all the world. It has proven
a lasting influence and an everlasting power for goodness and righteous-
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ness all through the 75 years; it has contributed an active and most
vital force which has been felt in every movement for the uplifting
and greater cultivation of every good and expansive force down through
these ycars. I have no doubt but that the leadership of the lodges in
Nebraska tracing their parentage to this first lodge, have also been the
leaders in your state and religious life. I have no doubt but that these
men have sacrificed, have given of their time, their money, and their
talents, that Masonry in Nebraska might be the greatest outstanding
power for good, outside of the church of the Almighty God, that your fair
state has known, a real constructive force, ever building and shaping the
minds and hearts of men to right thinking and right living. It has
ever contributed that broad foundation prineiple so greatly nceded in
the growth and development of every new country or state; that prin-
ciple of toleration. We all recognize that that little group of true
Masons meeting together in 1855 in some lean to or log house in this
little community out here in this wild country, sparsely scttled and
meaning nothing of any value to the outside world, did a great and
priceless work for humanity in the formation of this, the first lodge in
this great state., What greater ambition ean any man or organization
of men have than to be able to injeet their lives into the future; to live
a thought which in the future time will become a law; to lay the corner
stone of a structure which matures and perfects itself in the lives of
future generations, Any man or organization of men which builds for
today only exists; it leaves no lasting result and is forgotten as soon as
the long shadows draw in, as soon as the curtain is drawn and the
funecral bell announces its final departure. Such was not the case with
this group. They were true craftsmen who knew the proper use of the
working tool, and through the early history of this part of the country
they skillfully builded the foundation of this great edifice of Masonry
in Nebraska. They planned well and worthily, and stone upon stone
was laid. They finished their work, and, laying down their working
tools, they passed the torch of Masonry to other skilled craftsmen who
aceepted the challenge to carry on and they in turn discharged their
responsibility in the further building of this structure. Down through
75 years these craftsmen have offered their help, and today we, the
Masons of 1932 reap the results of their labors. Nor will it stop with
our generation for long after we are forgotten the seed of Masonry so
well planted and watered and nourished by these real pioneers will econ-
tinuec to feed the hungry, soothe the broken heart, bring peace to
troubled minds, and sunshine and happiness where confusion and discord
have held their sway. Somecone has so well placed in verse,

Drop a pebble in the water

Just a splash and it is gone,

But there half a hundred ripples

Cireling on and on and on;

Spreading, sprcading on out from the center

Going on out to the sea,

And there isn’t any way of telling

‘Where the end is going to be.
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So it was with these pioneers in 1855. They dropped the pebble of
Masonry in the water and with the dropping of that seed a ripple was
started, and it has gone on and on and on until we stand today proud
possessors of a magnificent temple which radiates out from itself an
incense of brotherly love, relief, truth, temperance, fortitude, prudence,
justice, and love for all mankind.

Oh, my Brethren, ours is the responsibility to carry high the torch
which has been handed down to us down through the generations from
these whom wo honor today, so that our Masonry may ever maintain the
position which the institution rightly deserves.

Greetings from the Grand Lodge, A F.".& A.".M.". of
TIowa, by Worshipful Brother Raymond A. Smith, Past Master

Bluffs City Liodge No. 71, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Couneil Bluffs,
Towa.

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Brother Masons, Friends:

The Most Worshipful Grand Master of the State of Jowa has com-
missioned me as his special messenger to convey and express to you,
and the Grand Lodge of the state of Nebraska, his most sincere greet-
ings. The Grand Lodge of Iowa, and particularly Bluff City, Excelsior
and Cobis Lodges of Council Bluffs, are happy to join with youn in the
dedication of this monument, erected to God and dedicated to Nebraska
Lodge No. 1, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.

We are pleased to accept your kind and gracious invitation to, for
the moment, leave our happy homes amidst the rugged bluffs on the Iowa
side, eross the Missouri, and upon these beautiful hills join with you in
the dedieation of this memorial and testament of our faith.

As a sister state, Jowa takes pride in having chartered the third
lodge to have been established in Nebraska, Capitol Lodge No. 3. This
was one of the three lodges forming and organizing the Grand Lodge of
Nebraska. Bluff City Lodge No. 71 was organized at about the same
time as Nebraska Lodge No. 1. In fact, Brother P. J. McMahon was a
signer of both petitions for dispensation, and was appointed to serve as
Senior Warden in each lodge while under dispensation. There are sev-
eral other instances of individuals working in both lodges, and even
holding office in each at the same time. The first degree conferred by
Nebraska Lodge No. 1 took place in the lodge room of Bluff City Lodge
in Council Bluffs, January 5, 1856.

Throughout the years the very closest feeling of brotherly love
and comradeship has been maintained by the Masons of these great
commonwealths. 1t is most fitting and proper, then, that the Grand
Lodge of Towa, and the three lodges of Council Bluffs, should join with
you in this celebration. We bring you a message of congratulation
upon your Masonic labor in this state during the pioneer period of the
past seventy-five years. We join with you in commemorating the
memory of those sturdy pioneers who have gone before, the results of
whose labors are still evident. We pause with you, at this moment, to
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assist in the dedication of this beautiful monuiicent, as a memorial of the
establishment of Masonry in Nebraska. We are most happy to have
been privileged to take part in this noble enterprise.

Address, Worshipful Brother Frank Wilcox, Past Master,
Nebraska Lodge No. 1, A.".F.".& A.".M."., of Omaha.

M. .W. .Grand Master, Brethien and Friends:
PETER A. SARPY

The Pioneer of Pioneers of this Great Commonwealth, and in whose
honor this, the richest and best agricultural County in the State of Ne-
braska, is naned.

He was born in the year 1504, and for 30 years of his life no man
was held in higher regard among his competitors in the fur trading
business, or wielded a greater influence among the Indian tribes of
Eastern Nebraska.

In 1823, when about 19 years of age, Peter A. Sarpy came to Ne-
braska as a clerk under John P. Cabanne, and about a year later was
appointed manager of the American Fur Company Post at Bellevue, in
this ecounty.

He soon cstablished a braneh fur trading post on the Iowa side of
the river and called it Traders Point. This was for the trade of the
white people—the Bellevue Post being used entirely for Indian trade.
On account of the treacherous shifting of the channel of the river he
was compelled, in 1853, to move Traders Point about four miles down
stream, and called the new Post St. Marys.

The Omahas called him the White Chief. Ilis wife, an Omaha
Indian, was called Ni-co-mi,

Peter A. Sarpy was the first person to receive the degrees of
Masonry in Nebraska Lodge No. 1.

Brother Sarpy, distinguished by his high sense of honor, was of an
excitable disposition, that often led him into personal encounters with
those who perhaps made slanderous remarks, applying them to his
Pawnee or Omaha friends. A splendid illustration of his loyalty is re-
lated that one evening in 1835 several traders were assembled at the
trading post in Bellevue, one of them a stranger. They were engaged
in general conversation during which Sarpy denounced the methods of
some white men trading with the Indians, and made the statement that
representatives of the Government made one-sided bargains and took
their land without giving the Indians a fair price.

The stranger spoke up and said: “All this talk about the Indian
as good, brave, and intelligent, may be to the interest of you traders,
who have become rich exchanging your gewgaws for their furs and
buffalo robes, but I, too, have lived among them, and I know them to
be a lying, thieving, treacherous race, incapable of distinguishing right
from wrong, and the sooner they are exterminated the better.”

This speech, of course, aroused the ire of Sarpy, and walking up to
the stranger, he exclaimed in the manner typical of Peter A. Sarpy:
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“Do you know who I am, sir? My name is Peter A. Sarpy, the old
horse of the Sandbar, sir—if you want to fight I am your man, sir—I
ecan whip the Devil, sir—If you want satisfaction, choose your weapons
—bowie knife, shot gun, or revolver, I am your man, sir.”

He then whipped out his revolver, which he always carried, fired
and extinguished the candle about ten feet away, leaving the room in
total darkness. When the candle was relighted they found the stranger
had disappeared.

In 1854 Sarpy was one of the townsite company that laid out the
town of Bellevue. In 1862 he moved to Plattsmouth where he passed
away June 4th, 1865,

He died as he lived, respected and honored by all law abiding citiz-
ens, both white and red, and hated and feared by all the thieving, law
breaking clement that infested the territory in those stirring times.

Peter A. Sarpy was an ideal, picturesque pioneer, and we are all
proud to honor his memory, and also those of his successors, men who
came as pioneers of this county during the lifetime of Peter A. Sarpy,
and many of whom we remember with tender regard.

No more good men and true ever lived than such as William Robin-
son, Frank E. Caldwell, Joseph Whitted, William F. Martin, and names and
names come in a rush of memory of those who carried on in this county.
These men were so constituted that loyalty to each other was almost a
part of their religion. No call of distress from man, woman or child
ever went unheeded by these splendid character building men of a gen-
eration ago.

They were unassuming and generous to a fault, going, if necessary,
on foot and out of their way to aid and assist each other. The idea of
accumulating great riches seemed not to interest them.

They were truly great without having the consciousness themselves
of their greatness. True to cach other and true to their God. 'The
loyalty and regard for ecach other of these Pioneers of this grand old
County reminds us.

That God in His wisdom Divine
and God in His Infinite Plan,
Made nothing so Ioly and fine
as the love of a man for a man.

He’ll go with you over the trail,
the trail that is lonesome and long,
His faith will not falter nor fail
nor falter the lilt of his song.
He xnows both your soul and your sins,
and does not carefully scan;
The Highway to Heaven begins
with the love of a man for a man.

When, at last, as one by one these men whom we of today have
the most tender memories, were carried to the churchyard and their
bodies deposited in the silent tomb, there was one thing which refused
to enter that dark and gloomy vault, but returned to his home and
family, his church and lodge, and his county and state, and that was the
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character each had so well builded: and as long as the Constitution of
this great state of Nebraska hangs on the walls of the Capitol building
at Lincoln, just so long will the characters of these men be an inspira-
tion to the youth of this great Commonwealth.

It is most fitting that this tribute to their memory shall consist of
a marble column upon which is delineated an open Book, the Holy Bible,
that Great Light of Masonry, so carved that whoever may pass this way
may read this tribute of Love and Respect, not only to our departed
Brother, Peter A. Sarpy, but also to those noble men, the founders of
Masonry in Nebraska, and in loving memory of those who carried on.

PRESENTATION OF MASONIC MEMORIAL TO NEBRASKA LODGE
No. 1, A..F. & A M.

By W. .William S. Heller, Past Master Nebraska Lodge No. 1

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Brethren and friends:

This is no ordinary event that brings us together. Neither were
the events of 77 years ago that we are here commemorating, of common
plaee eoncern.

In the age of Nations and Commonwealths 77 years is a brief span.
In the years of an individual; or as measurement of the fulfilled visions
of the honored pioneers who walked the trails of Bellevue, it is a long,
long time.

As we stand here today, there are others by our side, no less real
because their ethereal forms are not visible to our physical eyes. Pause
a moment—and in the hush how distinctly we hear their exultant shouts
of rejoicing over the progress and achievement symbolized in the pur-
pose that brings us here.

The monument we shall unveil in a few moments is of enduring
granite, designed to withstand the ravages of time and the elements for
centuries. But compared to the everlasting faith in God, and the lofty
ideals of human aspiration, service, and character here exemplified by our
pioneer fathers, that stone becomes like the delicate blush and subtle
fragrance of the summer rose—soon past, but the eternal law of love
revealed in Holy Writ abides forever.

Yonder eastern shore of the Missouri was for some time the frontier
boundary of American settlement. These regions west of the river had
long beckoned to the hardy and venturesome vanguard. When the day
came that they were opened for settlement all was in readiness for the
beginning of one of the greatest chapters of progress ever recorded by
any Nation. In the brain and heart of those who pushed across these
Missouri waters there was carried an Empire. An empire of homes,
culture, education and God.

Momentous events have transpired on our seoil. We have reared
monuments to perpetuate the history of our state; but today, here in
Bellevue, our Bethlehem of Freemasonry, we erecet a memorial to the
memory of those pioneer Masons, and to every Christian influence which
took root at that period. This has developed into a mighty army of
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Christian men and women, until today our Masonic bodies carry upon
their rolls thousands of men and women who are steadily marching for-
ward under the guidance of our Divine leader, the Lion of the Tribe of
Judah.

Therefore, it is with profound gratitude for the heritage that these
pioneers have bequeathed to me as a Mason, and citizen of Nebraska,
that this monument is dedicated.

Looking across the stretech of years reaching from April 3, 1835 to
the present, as Masons, we rightfully exelaim, “Behold what God hath
wrought.” To Him we ascribe all honor and gratitude. To Him we
erect this monument. To Him it points. To the young and old of today,
and to generations yet unborn, it will plead with sublime eloquence for
that trust in God and the exercise of those Godly virtues that are the
indispensable foundation stones of orderly government, peace, and pros-
perity.

The Prophet Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and
Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, “Hitherto hath Je-
hovah helped us.” Even as we thus place this altar to marlk the birth-
place of Masonry in Nebraska, may it also become an “Altar of help”
to this and future ages.

It is a source of humble and reverent joy to me to have a part in
placing this monument.

At this time I desire to present onc who has rendered an appreciated
help in planning and designing this memorial: Elbert J. Jull.

I also have great pleasure in introducing to you the builder of this
monument. I have requested him to say a few words of explanation and
interpretation: Brother P. B. Sherriff, of Des Moines, Iowa.

It is now my delight to ask Brothers Benjamin F. Eyre, Jonathan A.
Frye and Karl 8. Bickel to unveil the Monument.

And now, Brethren it is my extreme pleasure and privilege to pre-
sent this monument to Nebraska Lodge No. 1, that it may be committed
to the Most Worshipful—The Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska for suitable dedication. This presentation will be
made by a brother who is well known in Masonie circles. He was for a
time Grand Orator of the Grand Lodge, and is a Past Master of Ne-
braska Lodge Number 1. He is one that typifics that which our Order
teaches. I know he has a message that will be of utmost interest and
importance to all here assembled, and T bespeak for you a rare treat. I
have pleasure in introdueing Worshipful Brother Albert W. Jefferis.

Oration, Worshipful Albert W. Jefferis, Past Master of
Nebraska Lodge No. 1, A.".F.".& A.. M. .

Brother Heller:

The present Worshiptul Master and all brethren of Nebraska Lodge
Number One, with grateful hearts acecept from you, our beloved Past
Master, this beautiful enduring Masonic Monument,

For nearly forty years the members of old Nebraska Number One
have enjoyed your fellowship, and felt the inspiration of your loyal de-
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votion and continued services. You have ever impressed upon our hearts
and minds immortal truths. By precept and living example you have
taught us enduring lessons from the Three Great Lights of Masonry,—
the Holy Bible, Square, and Compass.

As man and citizen, husband and father, you have done well your
full duty. Today, through your thrift, you have given of your savings,
earned through the honest work and painstaking toil of a court reporter,
to weld more closely the ties of Masonic brotherhood among the Masons
of Nebraska.

We look upon this beautifully designed and inseribed memorial.

Our hearts tell us that we should exclaim, Eureka! as did our an-
cient brother the great Pythagoras, signifying in the present instance,
however, that we have marked the spot which unites the all-pervading
influence of Masonry today within Nebraska with that small beginning
seventy-seven years ago when seven pioneer brethren for the first time
displayed the Three Great Lights of Masonry upon the western bank of
the life-flowing river known as the Old Missouri. Their doings strength-
ened the faith and lightened the pathways of those who wrought to build
a civilized community amidst the savages and wild beasts of the plains.

Men, like all living things, have their inner natures which urge them
onward toward their ultimate destinies. The River though dammed ever
so often still flows on in some manner to become a part once more of
the mighty ocean. The cireuit of the waters never ceases,—nature
changes, but never destroys.

Centuries ago man sought to understand himself. He gazed and
thought, without the aid of the printed page, about the harmony, sym-
metry and beauty of the blue above him; pondered concerning the
warmth and the light, resplendent in the rays of the Sun, the Moon and
the Stars; experienced the changes wrought by the returning seasons;
watched the bathing and washing ot the hills and plains by the rain and
snow; witnessed the earth produce foods for physical sustenance of man
and brute, until finally man’s inner, unseen nature impelled him to grasp
the first eternal and everlasting truth of his inner self,—a belief in God,
an allwise Creator, the Supreme Architect of the universe.

Strengthened by this convietion through the thought and reflections
of his mind, though unseen by him in the majesty of its workings, he
compared men with the brutes of the field, with the birds of the air,
and with the fish of the sea, and was thus convineed by his unseen self
that the whole human family of every race and clime were of a kind,
and so in the language of that hour he announced his belief in The
Brotherhood of Man, the second immortal truth of his unseen nature.

Then through the study of himself he learned that his might was
within himself, that, that which was in his nature must grow out to ex-
press that which urged him from within, and so through the forece of his
invisible mind he directed the subtle agility of his hands and fingers,
the most pliable and useful parts of -his physical nature, to echange and
transform material parts of the earth into new forms of beauty and
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usefulness for his happiness, protection, and support. Then, reflecting
upon his accomplishments and triumphs, man came to know that he was
possessed of the force and power of creation; that it would be no greater
marvel for his invisible nature to live forever, than it was for him to
live at all within his physical body on earth, and so he rejoiced because
of his natural belief in the immortality of his soul.

With these three natural concepts established within his innermost
self, he was urged to shun mere idicness and pleasure in the happiness
of work by transforming the things of the earth to his greater uses., He
builded pyramids and temples as expressions of his glory unto God his
Creator. Then his inner self convinced him that the strengthening and
building of the inner, unseen nature of man was of even more importance
to the destiny of mankind than were the changing by him of all material
things of the earth.

With these three eternal truths,—Belief in God, The Brotherhood of
Man, and the Immortality of the Human Soul, ensconced in the minds
of men, it was but natural for Masonry to come into existence as it did
centuries ago to further in the building of man’s divine attributes, the
better to fit him for his destined state of immortality.

We know not how many ages had passed before the Christian era
when Masonry first taught its immortal natural truths to strengthen and
stabilize the faith and purposes of men who sought to do the right, but
we do know that it has silently and unostentatiously moved through the
centuries as a stream of life-giving water. It has had no quarrel with
any creed; it has not paid anyone to seek for its recruits, yet free men of
every rank and station, of every creed and clime, have voluntarily, with-
out solicitation, sought to acquire strength and wisdom from the teach-
ings of Blue Lodge Masonry. During all the centuries of its existence,
Masonry has remained steadfast to the three eternal truths which it first
adopted as the natural inner beliefs of man. With universal toleration
for the weaknesses of man’s complex nature, Masonry has ever sought to
induece its votaries to act upon the square, do justice, to relieve the dis-
tressed and seek the truth for the common good. Because of the uni-
versality of Masonry, we now know that they who have been admitted on
their own requests to the altars of Blue Lodge Masonry, have in greater
or lesser degree grasped its natural truths and noble purposes. Its
votaries in the main have so conducted themselves in the every day life
of the world as to convince reflecting minds that a Mason’s belief in
God, in the Brotherhood of Man, and in the Immortality of the Soul, are
not mere voeal utterances, but that such Masonic tenets have an abiding
place within the inner consciousness of their souls. No human or collee-
tion of men will ever comprehend how much Masonry has helped toward
the stabilization of the actions and conduct of human society in the
onward march of civilization. Masonry’s record in these regards is kept
among the archives of the Supreme Architeet of the Universe.

We know, however, that that record will show that Masonry has
always taught that “by the exercise of brotherly love we are taught to
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regard the whole human species as one family, the high and low; the
rich and poor, who, ereated by one Almighty Parent and inhabitants of
the same planet, are to aid, support and protect each other.” We like-
wise know that that record will show that Masonry has ever viewed man
as being capable of self-government, otherwise Masonry would not have
included Temperance and Justice for two of its four eardinal virtues.

Masonry has always taught that “Temperance is that due restraint
upon the affections and passions which renders the body tame and gov-
ernable, and frees the mind from the allurements of vice.” The practice
of temperance tends to build strong eharacters in any and all who prae-
tice that virtue, The practice of this Masonic virtue is more to be de-
sired for the progress of human society than is the enactment of silly
laws in an effort to protect weaklings. When anyone learns to restrain
his own action, and guide his own conduect, true to the direction of his
inner conscious self, no laws are necessary to eurb his passions and appe-
tites of greed or avarice, or to restrain him from self-destruction of his
physical or spiritual powers.

When one really knows that “Justice is that standard or boundary
of right which enables man to render to every man his just due without
distinetion, and that the practice of the Masonic virtue of Justice in the
conduet of men is the very cement and support of civil society, he should
rejoice because of the efforts of Masonry to build better and truer men.

Brother Heller, it was the teachings of Masonry in its purposes to
build men and stabilize their conduet through the awakening of their
inner spirits or souls, which impelled our seven brethren to erect here
a Masoniec Altar to carry forward the work of the centuries. The same
influence that spurred them to action has impelled you to erect this
monument to mark the spot where Masonry welded a new link to con-
tinue its mission amidst new surroundings for the regeneration of those
who might seek to help carry forward its purposes and teachings.

Most Worshipful Grand Master Tapster of the Grand Lodge, Ancient,
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska, and Brethren, I present you this
monument as a permanent testimonial of the loyalty and devotion of the
Members of Nebraska Number One to the work which you are so well
carrying forward throughout this Masonic jurisdietion. In so doing, we
feel eonfident that there is nothing so enduring in the natures of men
as are the inherited beliefs of Masonry. Construetive men always cling
to those doctrines and precepts which have proven their continued
worth. Careful men know that many of the new and untried schemes
and impulses of misguided minds are but fleeting fancies which may
carry backward to disaster, rather than forward in the work of leading
men and peoples to greater achievements nnd higher attainments.

The Mason who has grasped i some degree the meaning of the
teachings and purposes which have animated those who have carried
Masonry forward, knows that reflective minds will ever continue to
cling to man’s natural beliefs which abide within their innermost selves.
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Most Worshipful Grand Master it is the hope of Nebraska Lodge
Number One, and of Brother Heller its donor, that this memorial may
ingpire a more fervent Masonic faith, illustrated, enriched, and empha-
sized as it has been by the life of Him,who passed to his reward some
two thousand years ago upon the Cross.

Masonry in the past has done its work. The influence of its teach-
ings is needed now.

ACCEPTANCE OF MEMORIAL,
MOST WORSHIPFUL JOHN R. TAPSTER,
Grand Master of Masons of Nebraska
Worshipful Brother Thom, Brethren, and Friends:

After listening to these inspiring addresses, T doubt if there is a
Mason in all this great assembly whose heart has not swelled with pride
in the faet that he is a member of this Ancient and Honorable Order.

Masonry is a permanent institution, Its existence dates back into
the annals of the past; although empires and kingdoms have been over-
thrown; and changes and revolutions have taken place in governments
and in society sinee it first had a being; yet Masonry still lives, having
withstood the ravages of time, through periods of prosperity and ad-
versity. And it has today, a living, vital existence and will continue to
exist as long as time shall be.

It is most fitting and eminently proper that we pause in our delib-
erations of Grand Lodge in this, our 75th Annual Communication, to
dedicate this monument, eommemorating the birth of Freemasonry in
Nebraska.

The history of Masonry in Nebraska is co-existent with the history
of the State itself. Masonry is as old as is government. In its origin,
its prineiples, its organization and its administration are to be found
obedience to the laws of God and man, loyalty to country, compliance
with established usages and customs, hope of immortality, charity for
2ll mankind and love of our fellowman. Without all these attributes,
there ean he no Masonry, no just government.

Thus while we dedicate this monument to Masonry in Nebraska, by
the same aet, we dedicate it to good government. Not only has Free-
masonry played its part in the history of the State of Nebraska, but in
the history of the United States and of the world. Just recently the
Masons of Nebraska celebrated the 200th Anniversary of that disting-
uished gentleman who was a Mason from the age of 21 until his death
and twice Master of his lodge, the immortal Washington, Father of his
Country, who so securely cemented into the foundation of this great
country the tenets of our order, that his memory is now perpetuated,
not only in the hearts of his eountrymen but in that beautiful Temple of
stone and granite, erected by the Masons of the United States on
Shooters Hill, overlooking the City which bears his name.

Today we are looking back, particularly to a time about 77 years
ago, a long period as we count time, but an infinitesimal span in the
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sight of God. We are looking back upon the day when a faithful band
of Masonic Pioneers assembled near this spot, to plant the first seed of
Masonry in Nebraska, which has grown and bloomed and made beautiful
by its teachings, the lives of thousands of our brethren; the spot where
they set upon the fertile soil of this Great State, a tree that has flour-
ished wuntil its boughs have spread over all the State, and where its
blossoms have brought pleasure and its fruits given life to thousands of
her people. Truly these pioneers builded better than they knew. Little
did they dream that in 77 years from that small beginning of 9 or 10
Masons, there would spread to every corner of this state, Masonic Lodges
to the number of 292, with approximately 42,000 Masons.

Today we are here to commemorate the founding of the first
Masonie Lodge in what was then the Territory of Nebraska and honor
the memory of its builders. Loyalty to the Fraternity has ever been
an attribute of Masons, and it is because of this loyalty, this willingness
to carry onm, that the Fraternity has grown and weathered the storms
that have wrecked many groups and many nations.

Seventy-three years ago, the Grand Lodge of A.".F.".& A.".M.". of
the territory of Nebraska, met in Annual Communieation in this city of
Bellevue, near the spot where we now stand. The Grand Orator, in his
address on that occasion, admonished his brethren in these words, “We
are taking our first steps upon a pathway strewn with responsibilities of
the highest character, with us rests in a measure the future of Masonry
in this young territory, and it is our duty so to gunide our actions by the
square, the level, and the plumb that nothing shall be done by us cal-
culated to injure the workings of Masonic discipline, to impair the vigor
of Masonic strength or to throw obstacles in the way of Masonie
progress.”

In accepting this monument in the name of the Grand Lodge of
AP & A M., of Nebraska, let us take his admonition to our hearts
and consecrate ourselves anew to this great work. Let us take the torch
from their falling hands, for to us is committed the care of this Great
Institution in Nebraska in our generation and it is not only our duty
and responsibility, but our privilege to sce that it is passed on to the
coming generation, unaltered and unimpaired. And so long as the
waters of the nearby Missouri flow in their never-ending journey to the
sea, they will chant the praise of those pioneers of Masonry and may
the Great Architeet in His All wise Providence grant that we may prove
by our works, as have these pionecrs, “that to live in the hearts of
those we leave behind, is not to die.”
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION,
REV. AND BROTHER LOUIS HIEB,
Chaplain, Nebraska Lodge No. 1, A.".F.".& A.".M.".

Oh, Ever Living God, Thou Supreme Architect of the Universe,

Our Gracious Heavenly Father:

We acknowledge Thy Good Spirit which induced the earnest men of
three-quarters of a century ago to unite themselves into the
first Masonic Lodge in this State;

We acknowledge that same Spirit which impelled our Brother
Wn. S. Heller, to ereet this Monument;

And now, having assembled in Thy Name,

having invoked Thy Bblessing upon us, and
claimed Thy promisc that where two or three are gathered

in Thy name, Thou wouldst be in the midst—
We dedicate,

to the Glory of Thy Name
to the good of Masonry, and
to the blessing of our fellow-men

This Memorial,
which, thro the gracious act of our brother is presented by
Nebraska Lodge No. 1, to the Grand Lodge of this State.

And we beseech Thee, O God, that the blessing of Heaven may rest
upon us, as with this Memorial Shaft,

We dedicate ourselves anew to Thy service, and to the service
of our fellows. Amen.

Vocal Solo, “Remember Thy Creator” ............covevieennee. Adams
Brother Walter B. Graham, Nebraska Lodge No. 1, A" F.".& A..M.".

Benediction, V.".W.".George Allen Beecher............. Grand Chaplain
Grand Lodge, A.".¥.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska.

With the benediction pronounced by V.".W..George Allen Beecher,
Grand Chaplain, the ceremony closed.




CELEBRATION
of the

Seventy-fifth Anniversary
of the

Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.".
of Nebraska
Tuesday, June 7th, 1932, at 8 P. M.,

Scottish Rite Cathedral
Most Worshipful John R. Tapster, Grand Master, presiding

Preceding the meeting, the Omaha Masonic Band, under direction
of Brother Ernest Nordeen, Jr., gave a short program.
Selections—Bee Hive Lodge Chorus.

M.".W..John R. Tapster, Grand Master, made the follow-
ing introductory remarks:

Brethren: This has been a day that will long be remembered in the
annals of Masonry in Nebraska. This afternoon we dedicated a monu-
ment, a gift of W. .Brother William S. Heller, Past Master of Nebraska
Lodge No. 1, commemorating the birth of ¥reemasonry in Nebraska.
This evening we are to commemorate another significant occasion, that
of the birth of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, ¥ree, and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska.

This morning we bad with us the three Grand Masters of the three
Jurisdictions whieh issued charters to the three Lodges forming the
Grand Lodge of Nebraska. I am sorry to say that owing to business
calls from Illinois, and from Iowa, that the Grand Masters of Illinois
and lowa will not be with us this evening. However, we have with us
the Grand Master of Missouri, the maternal Grand Master of what was
originally Giddings Lodge 156, now Western Star Lodge No. 2. Then
we have with us tonight other distinguished brethren, our Grand Secre-
tary Enreritus, Brother Francis E. White, coming all the way from Cali-
fornia for this oeeasion; in addition we have the resident Senior Past
Grand Master of Nebraska, M.".W.. Brother Henry H. Wilson.

Before I introduce these brethren we are going to ask our V.. W.'.
Brother, the Grand Chaplain, to invoke the blessing of the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe on the meeting in which we are about to participate.

The Invocation was given by V. .W. .George Allen Beech-

er, Grand Chaplain.
INVOCATION

Blessed Lord, with whom we have walked and talked today, grant
that as the shadows lengthen of this mortal day we may be reminded
of those bonds of affection, friendship, love, and service which have
characterized our labors through the years that have gone. In this day
of commemoration we have visualized the pathway through which we
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have passed from the lesser to the greater prize; and as those who
planted the seed in the long ago in that soil of these western slopes of
the great mountains, planted well, cultivated, and reaped in a measure
the harvest of their labors, so may we he worthy of carrying on the seed
sowing, the cultivating, and the reaping of the harvest. Teach us in all
things to cultivate the highest mind, and the highest ideals in life; help
us always never to falter in offering our services; unite body, soul, and
spirit to the advancement of those principles which make our nation
strong in its leadership among the nations of the world. Help us to
cultivate in ourselves those prineciples and ideals which will manifest
themselves in our own lives and characters as home makers and home
builders, in handing on to our sons and daughters those ideals for which
those whom we have remembered today, lived and died. And may our
services be blessed by Thy presence; go with us from these hallowed
moments of conferences and fellowship in the memory of our dead.
Teach us as time passes the highest ideals and the true values of life,
and may we never be engrossed in things of this world so that we fail
finally to gain the prize eternal. Look upon us in our humble gathering
here tonight, fit us in mind and heart to receive instructions, and as we
go from Thy presence may the words of our mouths and the meditations
of our hearts be acceptable in Thy sight, our Lord, our Strength and
our Redeemer. Amen.
Selections—Bee Ilive Lodge Chorus.

M.".W. .John R. Tapster, Grand Master, then made the
following introductory remarks :

As has been said, the first Lodge in Nebraska was Nebraska No. 1,
chartered at Bellevue; the second Lodge in Nebraska was chartered by
the Grand Lodge of Missouri, as Giddings Lodge No. 156, now Western
Star Lodge No. 2. And I am happy to present to you tonight Most
Worshipful Brother Ray V. Denslow, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Missouri.

ADDRESS BY MOST WORSHIPFUL RAY V. DENSLOW,
GRAND MASTER OF MASONS OF MISSOURI

He said in part:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, and Brethren:

Your Grand Master has accused me of being the maternal grand-
mother of one of your lodges; I have had a number of charges made
against me in my time, but this is the first occasion on which I have
been accused of being a maternal grandmother. It is true that Missouri
is the mother of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, and the Grand Lodge of
Illinois is the mother of the Grand I.odge of Nebraska, and I suppose
that that might place me in the above relationship with the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska. Missouri might be accused of being the grandmother of
practically all Grand Lodges west of the Mississippi river, and I may
add, Most Worshipful, we are not ashamed of any of them, and that in-
cludes the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Nebraska.
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As I came up the steps a few moments ago a gentleman at the
door looked me over and said (the speaker was in full dress) ‘‘Are
you one of the musieians?’ I said, “No, this is the way all of us
Missourians go dressed.”

I am happy to be with you on this most eventful oceasion, any
celebration of a birthday, to my notion, is worthy of your best effort
and I am glad to say that today you have had a wonderful program and
it is a pleasure to be here representing the Grand Lodge of Missouri
and to represent them in this historical ceremony. Fifty, seventy-five
and one hundred year anniversaries are important events, and I hope
that all of us can return for your one hundredth anniversary. We
had a pleasant ride down to Bellevue this afternoon, where we dedi-
cated a monument commemorating the establishment of Freemasonry
in Nebraska. As I passed down the highway toward Fort Crook and
Bellevue, where I could see the Missouri sand-bars and those beautiful
bluffs that you have on the other side of the river, many of the
names and figures seemed strangely familiar to me. I didn’t see any
Indians out there—you understand that most people west of the Mis-
sissippi river rather expect to find Indians out in the great Middle
West, some of the Easterners think that you folks out here in Ne-
braska, and some of us in Missouri, live in tepees and were rather
disappointed to find that the Grand Master does not wear war paint.

The most interesting of these characters, especially to Nebraska
Masons, was the celebrated Peter Sarpy. He was only one of those
interesting eharacters that made up the Masonie fraternity in the period
antedating the formation of our Grand Lodge. The Missouri Fur Com-
pany and the American Fur Company were two of the largest fur
companies that existed throughout the world; in their organizations
were a large number of active Masons and their representatives were
to be found up and down the Missouri and Mississippi rivers. Sarpy
was closely connected with the Cabannes, and the celebrated John
Jacob Astor, one of the foremost fur traders, was an officer of the
Grand Lodge of New York; 1 believe he was Grand Treasurer for
many years. One of the most celebrated names in 8t. Louis is the
name of Chouteau; the Chouteaus and Lacledes were the founders
of the City of St. Louis; Pierre Chouteau, Jr., was a very active
member of the fraternity. Bernmard Pratt, Jr., is another of these illus-
trious names; the records show that he was the last initiate in Mis-
souri Chapter before the breaking out of the anti-masonic agitation
about 1830. There are many other names illustrious in Missouri, but
not familiar to you brethren of Nebraska. But there are two names
which I am sure will appeal to you, the names of two celebrated
characters who eame up the Missouri river many years ago—Lewis
and Clark—Meriwether Liewis and Captain William Clark. They came
following the purchase of this territory by the American government;
they came westward to St. Louis in 1804, at the time when the terri-
tory was turned over to the American government. Lewis was the
private secretary of Thomas Jefferson, and those who ridiculed its
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purchase referred to it as “Jefferson’s folly.,” Having purchased this
immense territory, it was necessary that we find out something about
the property, for we had followed the usual custom of buying things
and finding out afterwards their value. Jefferson issued a commission
to these two men in whom he had implicit confidence; Lewis was his
private secretary, and both were Captains in the United States Army.
They came up the river, making notes on their explorations, mingling
with the inhabitants and making a detailed record of everything
whieh occurred. Should you ever have occasion to go in the Jefferson
Memorial Building in St. Louis, Mo., I urge you to go to the Lewis
and Clark exhibit and there examine the original diary made by these
intrepid explorers on this first trip of exploration. If you know any-
thing about the Missouri river or have followed it through any por-
tion of its course, you will easily recognize, even today, the spots
mentioned in this diary of Meriwether Lewis. They journeyed west-
ward to the Pacific and thereby opened up the way to the Pacifie
coast, resulting in early settlement of this rich section of the United
States.

But to the Masons of the Middle West, Meriwether Lewis means
more than an explorer, for he became the first Master of the first
lodge in St. Louis in 1806, receiving a charter from the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania empowering him to open a lodge of Master Masons
in that city under the name of St. Louis Lodge No. 111, Ancient York
Masons. Only a few months later, in traveling across the Natchez
trace, or trail, in Tennessee, Lewis was foully murdered and thus
ended the career of one who was probably our foremost explorer, and
certainly the most famous Mason of his time. Ilis associate later
settled in St. Louis. Captain Clark was usually referred to as “Red”
Clark, a name given him by the Indians, with whom he had had so
many dealings and by whom he was regarded as a father because of
the friendly interest which he took in the Indian tribes. He was
buried in St. Louis in 1838 by St. Louis Lodge No. 20, and in beau-
tiful Bellefontaine Cemetery in that eity there has been erected a
granite monument towering probably seventy-five or cighty feet in
height, bearing the name of William Clark and on its face the well
known square and compass of our fraternity.

The story of the development of this country is an interesting
one to us who have studied it. It shows us that we are not altogcther
creatures of our own making, but rather we are subjects of various
physical conditions whieh surround us. Nebraska was not settled De-
cause it was considered such a fine place, just as Missouri was not
settled for the same reason, but settled because fur traders came to
purchase furs from Indians who traversed Missouri and Mississippi
rivers; this resulted in the first settlement in Missouri—a fur trading
point known as St. Gencvieve, where was established our first lodge.
Other traders later on decided that if they should locate a littie
farther up the river from St. Genevieve they might cut off St. Gene-
vieve and secure the furs, with the result that there grew up the
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village of St. Louis, soon to become the home of these great fur
trading companies; they were great commercial agencies and may be
said to have been the original chain stores of their time. Still, later
we find other traders moving farther up the Missouri river, with the
result that there grew up the towns of St. Charles, Old Franklin,
Westport Landing (now Kansas City), from which latter point began
the Oregon and Santa Fe trails and as a result of these large cmi-
grations, there grew up settlements in the territory in whieh you and
I live. These settlements were mainly on the banks of the Missouri
river, or on well established trails betwcen Westport and the coast,
or Santa Fe and Old Mexico on the southeast. We are not surprised
when a few years later we find applications for charters and dispen-
sations for lodges up and down the Missouri and Mississippi rivers,
for these settlements contained a represemtative percentage of mem-
bers of the fraternity. The history of Nebraska is no exception, be-
cause as early as 1855 the Missouri Grand Lodge was implored to
grant a charter to Masons residing in Nebraska City.

The brethren of these early days had their problems, but they
are entirely different in character from those which we have today.
I believe that every Grand Master has had more problems during the
last year than in any time during the history of Freemasonry. It was
not a hard task to be Grand Master when they were taking candi-
dates in by the hundreds and when all a Grand Master apparently
had to do was to go around patting brethren on the back and making
a few visitations, but we have since learned that this wholesale pro-
cess was not the best method of making Masons and we are now
paying the penalty for such a system; we are coming to a more simple
form of carrying on our business, that is one of the results of the
visitations which are being made between officers of Grand Lodges.
By such visitations we find out just where our weaknesses are and
then we return home and attempt to effect a remedy. We have many
laws down in Missouri, many of which our brethren know nothing
about and I sometimes think that Masonic bodies are getting too
many laws. Every time a Grand Master finds a situation whiech does
not exactly meet his approval, he appears at Grand Lodge with a
resolution to either make a mnew law or to amend the present law,
the result is that in Missouri few of the officers of our lodges know
half the laws they have to govern their own lodge with. So far as I
am concerned, I believe a lodge could run on the ten commandments,
and get by very successfully.

The year 1931-32 has been a very interesting one, and your Grand
Master and myself may congratulate oursclves that we have been
Grand Masters during this outstanding year. It was our good fortune
to attend the Bicentennial of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia last fall, and only a few weeks ago we journeyed to
Washington, where we permitted our silk hats to get drenched. But
the year has brought with it many troubles and sorrows; many of our
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brethren are without work. We speak of depression, and there is mno
question that there are many of our brethren out of work and finan-
cially depressed, but it is not necessary for us to go very far back
in our history to find other periods of depression. You can go back
within your own remembrance to periods which were equally depres-
sive, and, so far as Masonry is concerned, much worse; none of us
now living can go back to 1826, but I need not remind you that this
was a period when the Masonic fraternity in the United States was
at its lowest ebb as a result of the anti-masonic excitement, caused
by the disappearance of one William Morgan. In the State of Mis-
souri, for a period of six or seven years, no lodge existed in the City
of St. Louis by reason of this feeling, the Grand Lodge for the first
time in its history failed to hold a meeting in the year 1835; in other
years they were compelled to meet outside the City of St. Louis in order
to avoid the feeling which existed against us as members of the Masonic
fraternity. Members of our fraternity, who were pastors of churches,
were forbidden to preach in their pulpits because of this feeling. It was
a terrible period in our history and we had other periods, one oceurring
about the time of the Civil War, again in 1870 following the war, and
to those of our brethren who may care to go back into Biblieal history
I may refer you to the seven years of famine. We of today have little
to eomplain of as long as people are not starving and as long as we pos-
sess that charaeteristic known as human sympathy. Times and things
could be much worse than they are and my experience during the past
few months in visitations to Masonic lodges throughout my jurisdiection
is that one can find more real interest in Masonry than has been ap-
parent in the last quarter of a century. It was not INTEREST in 1920
and 1921 when we took hundreds of candidates through the degrees; it
was a Masonic degrce mill, when we started work, worked all day long
and into the evening; it was not Masonry when soidiers were taken into
the Masonic fraternity in such large groups that they could not even
hear the obligation when it was administered because so many were in
the class. I know of instances where soldiers were taken in and received
all three degrees in one evening, but I can assure you, brethren, that
such was never true in the jurisdiction of Missouri. You ean imagine,
my brethren, what sort of an impression such procedure is going to have
on Masonic candidates. Our work, if it is worth anything at all, is worth
doing well and if therc is nothing you ean do more than to take a sin-
cere interest in candidates whom you are instrueting I suggest that you
do it. The first thing should be the selection of our material for candi-
dates, and the second the selection of leaders who can properly instruct
these candidates in the mysteries of our degrees. There is nothing more
beautiful than ritualistic work, than the ceremonies contained in the
three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry. Candidates cannot appreciate
any of the degrees which follow unless they have a thorough knowledge
of the symbolism of our three degrees. Another trouble which we have
been experiencing is that many have been permitted to participate in
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our degrees who did not know anything except the ritual—the mere
repetition of words. If it is only a question of words, then it might be
possible to buy a phonograph, if one cared to give it in that way. What
is necessary at this time is able men, men who stand high in their com-
munities, and if your fraternity fails in Nebraska it is because you have
not done your part in this selection. And so I say to you that all we
need today is to make careful selection of our candidates, utilize the
services of desirable men as our leaders, and the future of our fraternity
will be secured. We are looking too much for prosperity when our great
desire should be happiness and contentment. The only message that I
care to give is that happiness, sunshine, and prosperity may be found
at our own door-step. This so-called depression is going to end in a way
advantageous to all; it is going to mean that we are returning to normal
methods of living, that it is unnecessary to go out to picture shows or
other amusements in order to find contentment; we are learning that as-
sociation with our brethren in lodges is inspiring our members with new
ideals and love for the fraternity, and I agree with my good brother
who last night said that we learn more from association with men than
we could learn by a course in college.

And may I, in conclusion, express the hope that you brethren of
Nebraska will take advantage of the opportunity which is now before
you, revive interest in your lodge, return to its meetings and there you
will find the happiness, contentment, and prosperity which makes life
worth living.

M.".W. .John R. Tapster, Grand Master:
Thank you, Brother Denslow, for the message you have brought us.
Brethren, there is one man who has risen high in the list of Masons
in Nebraska—a Brother who was for more than a quarter of a century,
the Grand Secretary of this Grand Lodge, and who has attended fifty-six
Annual Communications of this Grand Lodge.
It gives me a great deal of pleasure tonight, and I feel highly hon-
ored in being able to present to you, our Good Brother Right Worshipful
Franeis E. White, Grand Secretary Emeritus. (Applause.)

R..W. .Francis E. White, Grand Secretary Emeritus, gave
the following :
REMINISCENCES
by
R..W.".Francis E. White, Grand Sceretary Emeritus.

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Members of the Grand Lodge, and Dis-
tinguished Visitors:

In reminiscing, I will try to avoid what the small boy said about
his mother: “She remembers things that never happened.” In other
words, I will try to separate imagination from facts.

My first attendance at Grand Lodge was in 1871, and I still remem-
ber with what awe, admiration, and respect I looked upon the Grand
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Master and his associate officers. M. .W. .Harry P. Dcuel was presiding
as Grand Master, and I, at the age of about 24 years, was representing
Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6, and am listed among the Grand Officers, in
the proceedings, “as Grand Standard Bearer.” About all I remember of
the meeting is that it was hot, and that hotel accommodations in Lin-
coln were not as good as they are now; they were also on the basis of
first come, first served. During the session, an invitation was accepted
to visit the state prison, then in course of construction, if time to do so
would be available. “The work of the Order” as adopted and taught by
this Grand Jurisdiction, was exemplified just before the close of the
session, and how we young members did listen to the work as given by
our more proficient brethren. In 1872, I met Brother George H. Thum-
mel; on his first appearance in Grand Lodge he is listed among the
Grand Lodge Officers, as Grand Lecturer, having been appointed by
Grand Master William E, Hill, to fill an unexpired term. At this session
was begun the close friendship that existed between Brother Thummel
and myself for necarly sixty years,

Brother Hill was greatly interested in uniformity of work, and had
served as Grand Lecturer, and he tried to teach the brethren the value
of putting life into it, and making it more interesting and dramatic.
One of our lodges is named for Brother Hill, and his widow presented
it with a sct of jewels. Brother Hill contributed $1,000.00 to the Ne-
braska Masonic Home many years later., Other contributions to the
Home made by Past Officers include $5,000.00 from Past Grand Master
Lininger, to build a Memorial chapel; $1,000.00 from Past Grand Master
Henry Gibbons; $5,000.00 from Past Grand Commander Lewis M. Keenc;
$500.00 from Past Grand High Priest Henry E. Palmer; and $1,225.66
from Past Grand Commander Thomas G. Rees.

To these sums, which are in a special account of Endowments, Be-
quests, and Donations of $100.00 or more, should be added donations
from twenty lodges and individuals, of $23,792.16, making a total of
$32,517.72,

Past Grand Master Hill was the last of the Grand Masters to serve
for a term of two years.

In the procecdings of 1872 is a rcport of the Board of Masonic
Relief, coneerning money sent to relieve those who had suffered from
the Chicago fire, in October, 1871. At this session the question of intoxi-
cating liquors came up, and the sale of the same was declared to be a
Masonie offense. At this time the words Assistant Grand Lecturers were
changed to Assistant Grand Custodians, and schools of instruetion were
ordered held, the Grand Lecturer saying among other things that the
Craft was anxious to learn the adopted work. I surely know that one
member of the Fraternity was among those referred to., The expenses
of the Grand Lodge in 1872 were $2,014.50. In 1873, a long “Wherecas”
and several “Resolves” were offered, and referred to the Committec on
Jurisprudence, against all and sundry non-affiliates. The committee
seemed to approve, as to the evil of non-affiliates, but wisely concluded
that the remedy suggested would not improve the situation.

| A
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The Orphans Educational Fund, which had been started by Orsamus
H. Irish, afterwards Grand Master, in 1866 by a resolution introduced
by him “to take measures to found an institution for the education of
orphans of deceased Masons”, had reached $5,154.65 by 1873, and as this
was more than the sum deemed necessary, the Grand Lodge repealed
the law providing for assessments for it. The first donations listed were
from J. N. Wise, Grand Secretary, $10.00; Orsamus H. Irish, Grand
Orator, $15.00; and J. N. H. Patrick, proxy for the Junior Warden of
Omadi Lodge No. 5, $19.00. The law was in existence for five years,
and nothing was ever paid into it except from the members of lodges
1 to 33, and no expenses for caring for it have ever been paid to any-
one. As you know it now amounts to $179,088.55 und more has been taken
out of it for good and useful purposes than was originally put into it.

Past Grand Masters of the early days were far-seeing; in order to
provide that their wisdom would always be available, in 1873 they
presented a resolution, and it was adopted and afterwards became the
law, making all Past Grand Masters members of the Committee on
Jurisprudence, with the junior, (the wisest), as chairman.

The three lodges in Omaha invited the members of the Grand
Lodge to attend a reception and ball at the Grand Central Hotel, at the
1874 session. The invitation read “at 8:30 o’clock”, but did not state
whether A. M. or P. M. By resolution the invitation was accepted, and
we were to go in a body. Did we go? Emphatically, yes. Everybody
who was invited went, and what a grand, glorious, good time we had.
The Grand Central was noted in those days for hospitality in the way
of banquets and balls.

In the same year, 1874, was started the use of compendiums for
lodges, if you know what I mean. If not, ask some of the secretaries of
the early days, and they will tell you that they were very useful records
if you could ever learn how to make them, and they caused a lot of
labor for the secretarics, At this session came to me my first appoint-
ment as a member of an important committee—that on Ways and Means.
I am sorry to say that it was this committce of which I was a member
that began the expensive procedure of electrotyping our proceedings,
which we had to abandon many years later. It was also at this session
that I “got in bad” with the members by favoring abolishing the pay-
roll, and providing for the lodges to pay mileage and per diem to their
representatives direct, so they could pay for as few or as many as they
wanted. After the Grand Lodge “sat down” on me so hard for my
action, it took me a long time to get up.

In 1875, the robbery of the safe in which the Grand Treasurer had
the Grand Lodge funds, caused some anxiety. Funds were returned
from the Masonic Board of Relief of Chicago, for sufferers from the
Chicago fire, amounting to $114.00, and by resolution this sum was made
the nucleus of a charity fund. What became of this fund? Provision
was made at this session for a Grand Registry, but no registry was
made until the card system was started, about 1903. Steps were also
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taken to organize a Masonic Life Association, for insuring members;
the association was formed, and is still in existence, but not under the
same name as originally given it. Hip, hip, hurrah, sufficient funds
were reported on hand to pay the mileage and per diem, and to leave a
balance in the treasury. The pay-roll amounted to $703.00.

The question of recognition of colored lodges came up in 1876, and
it caused considerable trouble throughout the United States, as well as
in our own state. The subject went to a committee, for consideration,
and recognition was denied. George H. Thummel was installed as Grand
Master in this year, and the following ycar reported as the most impor-
tant event of his administration the laying of the corner-stone for the
New Masonic Temple in Omaha, and he also dedicated the building when
it was completed. Daniel H. Wheeler, while acting as Grand Master,
had laid the first corner-stone in the state with Masonic ceremonies, that
of the first building of the state university at Lincoln, and Brother
Thummel was the first Grand Master to lay the corner-stone for a
Masonic Temple, and the first to dedicate a Masonic Temple in the state.

George W. Lininger was installed as Grand Master in 1877, being
the first and only one so elected from the floor, after the formation of
the Grand Lodge. (George Armstrong had been Grand Lecturer and
Grand Secretary, but was not one of the first four Grand officers when
he was elected Grand Master.) From Brother Lininger’s numerous visits
to foreign countries, especially England, where he often attended Ma-
sonic meetings, he brought home some of their features, such as more
sociability, charities, ceremonies, etc., and he endeavored to introduce
some of these into the lodges here, and was partly successful in doing
so. The address of Brother Lininger in 1878 created a good deal of
feeling among some of the members of the Grand Lodge, and an attempt
was made to order some of it omitted from the printed proceedings. This
brought out heated discussions, and much -bitterness of feeling, but
Brother Lininger insisted that it was his address, and must go to the
brethren as he had written it. For a time it looked as though brotherly
love had gone for good, but it was only in the ante-room, and after the
brethren had had their say, peace was restored, and business went on as
usual, and the address remained as written. Another attempt was made
to reconsider the vote, just before the close of the session, but that, too,
failed. Brother Lininger kept in the minds of some of the brethren the
desire for a Masonic Home, after the Grand Lodge had fixed terms that
could not be met by the stockholders and officers of the organization,
carlier, and to him we are largely indebted for the establishment of the
present Nebraska Masonic Home. He established the Lininger Art
Gallery, which was open to the public during his lifetime, and he greatly
enjoyed displaying the many paintings, marbles, bronzes, curios, etec.,
brought with him from his travels in Europe, Asia, and Africa.

By 1878, and the closec of the 21st annual communication, things
Masonic were in fairly good condition. Many subjects had been con-
sidered and adjusted in harmony and good-fellowship., Uniformity of




JUNE, 1932] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 20

work had been secured after much {ime and thought had been given to
it, and there was no so-called “tinkering with the ritnal” What the
brethren were striving for was uniformity of work, and the enforcement
of thig in all of the lodges. The generally accepted work was what was
known as the Webb-Preston work, and after many years of persistent
effort, it became the only authorized work in the jurisdiction. To
M. .W.".Robert C. Jordan, our first Grand Master, must go much of the
credit for uniformity of work; he blazed the trail in this Grand Juris-
diction, and all other Grand Masters since then have followed the path
he so plainly marked.

In the early days, with only a few lodges, the Grand Lodge was a
deliberative body, and sessions of two and three days were held. If the
brethren could not solve a problem when it was first presented, it went
over for consideration until the next annual, and every effort was made
to dispose of matters fairly, and in the light of the best advice obtain-
able. No official decisions were made by Grand Masters until the year
1866, when Grand Master Furnas made two. The first related to holding
lodges on Sunday, and the second, to making Masons of men who could
neither read nor write. The Grand Mas<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>