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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

SPECIAL COMMUNICATION
OF THE
GRAND LODGE OF THE MOST ANCIENT
AND HONORABLE FRATERNITY OF FREE
AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF NEBRASKA,

Held at Fremont, Nebraska,
April 20th, 1931.

A Speeial Communication of the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.".of
Nebraska was called, and opened at 1 o’clock P. M, in the Masonic
Temple, by M.".W.".Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master of Masons of
Nebraska, for the purpose of laying the corner-stone of the new unit of
the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children.

There were present:
M.".W.".Orville A. Andrews

............................. Grand Master
RSNV T[C MR ST AT)S 0T S A Deputy Grand Master
D\ o DAL RITYHO0 1o a4 ok b A o et o Gk 0 8 0,0 004 o Grand Senior Warden
1255\ o B RA U T B3 S JIOOIER O] o o s 0 o et 6 i 6006 06 ¢ Grand Junior Warden
W 65a\Ne of DOV Sl DB RTITHET b o et 556 6 o oot 0 6 6 6 0.0 06 0 0 65 6o o Grand Sceretary

W.".Matthew A. Priestley ...................... as Grand Treasurer
WA T a1 dl GG 13 k€ Ty e s SO A as Grand Chaplain
W.sPaulSC ST onnstoner s s | S IPREN S it Grand Orator

o b1, ML SERGEITO. 1 o 50 a flb b 5 o0 ol oo s Ao aabaoc o ag Grand Marshal
\WBRJ@ 13 I ALY 5 o o aro o dioe da & 6% 03 0 08 o as Grand Senior Deacon
W.".Stanley P. Bostwick .................. as Grand Junior Deacon
\Wageo I it RS SR D N & o 8 BB 0.4 0066 6 66 5 9000 500 0o Ego o Grand Tyler

PAST GRAND MASTERS
M.".W.".Charles E. Burnham.
M.".W.".Lewis E. Smith.

M.".W.".Ira C. Freet.

The members of the Board of Directors of the Masonie-Ilastern Star
Home for Children, were also present.

M.".W.".Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master of Masons, ordered the
Grand Lodge to form in grand procession and procecd to the grounds
of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children, where he laid the
corner-stone of the new unit, according to the customs and usages of
the Fraternity.

Preceding the laying of the corner-stone, Brother Charles E. Abbott,
15, gave the following tribute to the memory of Brother Charles B.
Veazie, who had left the major part of his estate for the purpose of the
erection of the building of which the corner-stone was to be laid.
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TRIBUTE TO CHARLES B. VEAZIE,
By CHARLES E. ABBOTT

Worshipful Master, Most Worshipful Grand Master and Other Grand
Officers and Guests:

I greatly appreciate this opportunity to deliver a tribute to the
memory of my good friend, Brother Charles B. Veazie. I enjoyed and
valued his friendship through a period of more than thirty years; and
admired those splendid qualities within him, hest evidenced by his final
act which gives occasion for our meeting here today.

Brother Veazie was a quiet and unassuming man, scarcely known
beyond the vieinity of the City of Fremont. He had a long and an
enviable and constructive career as a soldier, business man and eitizen.
Passing away on April 12, 1930 within two weeks of his ninetieth birth-
day; and in full possession of his faculties.

Brother Veazie was horn April 27, 18340 at Depue, Wisconsin, the
son of Mr., and Mrs. John Veazie; when seven years of age they re-
moved to Maine where he grew to manhood.

In 1861 with that true patriotism that inhered in him, he enlisted
in the Union Army on the first call for threc month volunteers; and
later when the first enlistments were requested to extend their time two
years, he complied with the request. He saw active service in the battle
of Bull Run and in several others of the War’s most bloody conflicts.

Brother Veazie was raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason
in Felicity Lodge No. 19 at Bucksport, Maine on May 1, 1871. For
sixty years he was an active Mason living up to the organization’s high-
est ideals and teachings. He joined Fremont Lodge No. 15, A F.".& A.".
M.". September 4, 1883, and Signet Chapter No. 8 R.".A.". M. .of Fremont
on February 16, 1885.

He was also a member of Fremont Lodge of Benevolent and Pro-
teetive Order of Elks.

At the time of his death he was the oldest member of McPherson
Post, Grand Army of the Republic.

Brother Veazie came to Fremont May 2, 1879, more than fifty years
ago, and entered the retail hardware business on the east side of Main
Street where he continued in business for forty-one years, until his re-
tirement in 1920. He was in partnership through the period with his
brother-in-law, the late Nathan M. Pilsbury, who was also a Civil War
veteran. This business assoeiation through so long a period evidences
the high type of both partners. Brother Veazie was attentive, capable
and popular in the conduet of the business; and true to his New England
training and habits, could be seen opening the store at six o’clock each
morning through the period of his activity.

He was continuously an active force in everything pertaining to
community betterment; his business ideals and practices were of the
highest type, and he commanded the highest regard and admiration of
his competitors, and the respect and affection of all those who knew him,
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Mr. Veazie was one of the incorporators of the Equitable Building
& Loan Assoeciation, a local institution organized in 1886 for the purpose
of facilitating construction of homes, and for forty-six years thereafter
until his death, he faithfully served it without compensation and was
annually re-elected its treasurer.

His home life was exemplary; Addie R. Veazie, his wife, was a
beautiful character; given to private acts of charity and benevolences;
devoted to her home; denied children of their own they generously aided
those of others. Following Mrs. Veazie’s death he lived in their home
and kept everything therein arranged as she had left them, until his
own advanced age prevented his continuance.

Brother Veazie was a great and sinecere lover of children; and was
deeply conscious of the fact that the character of care and attention and
environment and ideals given the child of today inevitably determines
the type of men and women upon whom the welfare and future of our
country depends.

His convictions and interest and sincerity in this regard are em-
phasized by the disposition he made of most of his property acquired
over forty years of active business life.

There could be no finer or more fitting memorial to the true
character and worth of Charles B. Veazie and Addie R. Veazie than this
infants’ building that you are here to dedicate.

I have felt a high degree of responsibility that the trust Brother
Veazie reposed in me might be carried out according to its spirit and
intent. I feel that no greater compliment can be paid by one man to
another than by leaving a responsible trust to be carried out after death.

As the representative of Brother Veazie, I desire to express my
heartfelt gratitude to the Masonic bodies of Nebraska and including
the Kastern Star for promptly supplementing Brother Veazie’s bequest
and for the splendid building you have provided in carrying out Brother
Veazie’s wishes and ideals and more than meeting his expectations in
every way.

Following the laying of the corner-stone, M.".W.".Orville A. Andrews,
Grand Master of Masons, introduced Mrs. Nan Martin, Worthy Grand
Matron of the Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, State of
Nebraska, who spoke briefly.

W.".Brother Paul C. Johnston, Grand Orator, then delivered the fol-
lowing oration:

ORATION

We have come today to lay the corner-stone of'another of these
splendid buildings erected to embody an ideal of the Masonic Fraternity.
As we are aware, that idea is the gripping ideal that one of the great
fruitfulnesses of our association shall be the help that earnest hearts may
render to our fellow human beings. And inasmuch as this new structure
is to further endow the boys and girls who are our glad care, we find in
it, and in the act of this dedication, a particular satisfaction.
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Never is Masonry more true to itself than when it is building, and
when the aim of that building is the assistance and the improvement of
other lives than our own. Speculative Masonry thus finds its ethies,
which are timeless, realized in time, with the fine reasonings of its creed
actualized in the service of persons.

I. Now it seems to me that when we consider the act in which we
now engage that certain truths emerge. One is the testimony that as we
erect this home, we are keeping company with the creators of all the
years. It is part of the joy of living that we shall be creators. This
is a deep instinct, and more forceful than is commonly appreciated.
Pascal once gave a justly famous definition of prayer. Asked why he
thot God has established prayer, he replied that he believed the Creator
‘‘wished to ecommunicate to his creatures the dignity of causality’’.
God wanted to give us a taste of the Creator’s art and the Creator’s
satisfaction.

There were gathered one day at a luncheon table in the city of
New York three small but eminent gentlemen. Each was famous in his
own field, and it was a privilege to look upon them there. There was
James Bryce, creator of a new Anglo-American understanding; there
was Lyman Abbott, ereator of a new rcligious appreciation; there was
Henry Van Dyke, creator of a new artistry in letters. Anyone who knew
them was aware that each of them had builded well according to the
gifts with which he was endowed. And one might think of the manner
in which Dr. Van Dyke described the life work of each one of them
when he wrote:

‘“Into the dust of the making of man
Spirit was breathed when his life began,
Lifting him up from his low estate
With masterful passion—the wish to create,
Out of the dust of his making, man
Fashioned his work as the ages ran,
Fortress and palace and temple and tower,
Filling the world with proof of his power.
Over the dust that awaits him, man
Building the walls that his pride doth plan,
Dreams they will stand in the light of the sun
Bearing his name till Time be done.’’

Of course, a creation renders no satisfaction unless one has put
himself into it. Built himself in, in the same manner in which Mr.
Veazie has contributed of himself for the erection of this Home, and in
which we shall give a share of ourselves to its completion. It was Wm.
J. Locke, who in his ‘‘Beloved Vagabond’’ told us that ‘‘an artist is a
man who has learned the sceret of doing up his soul in whitey-brown
paper parcels and selling them to the gemeral public at three cents a
parcel’’. The artist puts himself in, you see, that he may projeet his
life into that to which he gives himself. Our little girl came home not
so long ago with a queer creation, made out of brown paper and tied
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around with yarn which had most of the colors of Joseph’s coat woven
into it. Dangling from the top was a loop of the same colored string.
And she eried to her mother, ‘“Oh see, Mother, what I have made for you.
It is a shopping bag for you to use, and I did it all myself!’’ And you
remember the story of Bernard Pallisy who for many years sought to
discover the secret of baking white enamel, but was all along unsuccess-
ful. Yet he stayed with his ambition, putting himself in. When he had
exhausted the family fortune, had been driven to use the palings of the
fence for his furnace, and even the furniture of his house for his experi-
mental burnings, there came a day when the last great test was to be
made. In the tremor of the excitement of a final try, he carried more
than three hundred samples to his fire. And after four hours of desperate
heat, lo! there came from that furnace the thing which was to reward
his lifetime of labor. It was a tiny goblet bearing as its sheen an enamel,
white and glistering. He had put himself in!

II. The second truth that emerges is that the association to which
we belong recognizes its mutuality and its primary responsibility to do
everything with an eye to the gain of the brotherhood. This is, of
course, a contradiction to that individualistic ethic which has long
motivated the American People, and under which so many men still
fashion theirflives, Any man who observes our common life knows that
the dogma of private property and private rights is uppermost. There
are excellent exceptions, but we are pretty largely members of a society
whose history has been a record chiefly of the struggle to guarantee to
each person the ‘‘right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’’.
The individual has ever been in the focus of our endeavor. The associa-
tion of individuals has had to take what was left over of our energy
and enthusiasm after we have cared for private prerogatives. Liberty
we praise because it has seemed right for every man to regulate his life
according to the dictates of his own conscience. In a thousand ways we
have supported this thesis. Our very Protestantism numbers this article
One in its creed, and silences its eritics by reference to the truth that
every man is the priest of his own soul before God. Economically speak-
ing, our society is geared to the fundamental dogma of enlightened self-
interest. From this parent root have grown some of the greatest goods
we have; from it, too, have developed many of the conditions that pro-
foundly blight our common life,

However, the conception must be widely broadened, until we can
come to look at personalities and affairs as the Master Teacher saw
them. Instead of conceiving life as a circle with an individual as its
center, Our Lord saw it as an ellipse with two foci, one the redeemed in-
dividual and the other the redeemed social order. Furthermore, he knew
that both individual and society must develop mainly in their mutual
interaction. The one was going to grow the qualities of great character
as he made himself the servant of the rights and the situations of other
men. Any one of us matures in goodness, justice, mercy, and love only
as these virtues become active in meeting the needs of others. Con-
versely, society is elevated, purified, only as the growing goodness of in-
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dividuals enters it to minister to it. We grant to Jesus an ability to ¢‘see
life steadily and see it whole” as we admit of none other who ever walked
this earth. And it is perfectly plain that if we would have as compre-
hensive a vision of it, our world must likewise be an ellipse with two
foei, and not a circle with one focus.

There is a good deal that is providential in this hard ard dire winter
thru which we have just ecome. Not that we would have wished our
brethren to have suffered. But on the other hand many of us have been
stirred by the economic necessities of people, and we have been enabled
to see and come into closer contact with that which ancient and modern
prophets have always been saying—namely, that we must substitute more
social control for the doctrine of individual rights, and that we must
have more of the social conscience than has been apparent in human af-
fairs. To me one of the outstanding demonstrations of the rightness of
Magonic ideas has lain in this faet, that our society is given to the pro-
pagation of this social function. It has stood like a rock against the
essence of selfishness, which is the facing of any human relationship
with the main intent to see what can be gotten out of it for oneself.
This world is a place for a divine society, to be realized by the processes
of fraternal living. :

ITI. The final truth that emerges is the determinatioh on our part
that the native trustfulness of the children who are in our care shall have
reason to continue and to be fed. We saw these dear little people just
now bring their flowers and lay them on this corner-stone. Whimsieal
James Barrie has a way of saying many pertinent things, and of stating
the truth for us. In his book. ‘‘Dear Brutus’’, Barrie is talking about
boys and girls and asking that they be shielded from disillusionment.
And he says, ‘‘the song that children are born with dies with the first
loss of faith’’. Oh, who wants to be responsible for that! It is so easy
to erush the glowing expectancy of little ones, 8o easy to take the sheen
off their early confidences. I take it that this Home is sct to make that
tragic thing impossible—to put into the lives of these boys and girls that
love and consideration they might lack and go hungry for otherwise.

‘“What is it,”’ says Francis Thompson, ‘‘to be a child? It is to be-
lieve in love, to believe in loveliness, to believe in belief. It is to turn
pumpkins into coaches, mice into horses, lowness into loftiness, and noth-
ing into everything. ‘‘It is,

‘‘To see a world in a grain of sand,
And heaven in a wild flower,
To hold infinity in the palm of your hand,
And eternity in an hour’’.

To children nothing is ever too good to be true. . And, please God, it is
not too good to be true that in this state there are men and women who
care, who give themselves and their possessions, and who do it all with
the prayer that these youth shall not be denied the privileges of living
well and amply, and of growing up in the confidence of the brotherly-
kindness of people.
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It is in the spirit of these truths that we lay this stone; and pre-
pare to dedicate this home.

M.".W.".Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master of Masons, directed the
Grand Marshal to form the: Craft in grand procession and return to the
Masonic Temple, where the Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.

Gt i

Grand Master
Attest.

Grand Secretary






PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons

OF NEBRASKA
AT THE

Seventy=-Fourth Annual Communication
Held in Omaha, June 9th, 10th and 11th, 1931

FIRST DAY—MORNING SESSION,
Tuesday, June 9th, 1931.

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska, met in
Annual Communication in the Masonie Temple, Omaha, at 9:30
o’clock A, M. on Tuesday, June 9th, A. D. 1931, A.".L.".5931.

There were present the following :

GRAND OFFICERS.

M.".W..Orville A. Andrews................ Grand Master
R.".W.".John R. Tapster..............c..... Deputy Grand Master
W.".Vincent 8. Ramsey, 265, as......... Grand Senior Warden
R.".W.".Edwin,B. Johnston................ Grand Junior Warden
M.".W.".Lewis E. Smith.................... Grand Secretary
V.".W.".George Allen Beecher.............. Grand Chaplain
W.".Paul C. Johnston.................. Grand Orator
o olLitlii® Rl SEFEE85 0 000000 aa000 00000 Grand Custodian
W.".Ralph O. Canaday.............c.uun. Grand Marshal
il oA MG SRING 606 0 0000000600000 Grand Senior Deacon
W. . Virgil R. Johmson.................. Grand Junior Deacon
W.".John W. Disbrow..................

Preceding the formal opening of the Grand Lodge, Brother
Harold H. Thom, 1, entertained the representatives and vis-
itors from the various Lodeges with a group of well chosen
selections on the pipe organ.

Promptly at 9:30, a Lodge of Master Masons was opened
in due form by R.".'W. .John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand Mast-
er, the Invocation being given by V.. W. .&eorge Allen Beech-
er, Grand Chaplain.
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INVOCATION,

Almighty God, in whom we live and move and have our being, and
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, increase and multiply
upon us Thy mercy, Thou being our rule and guide, we may 50 pass
through this temporal life that we will finally know the things eternal.
Multiply Thy mercy upon us, direct us in all our deliberations; teach us
not only to profess with our lips but to belicve in our hearts that we are
Thy children, secking the betterment of humanity, the strengthening of
the standards of the social fabrie, the maintaining of the honor of our
citizenship and of all our reclationship one to another. Make us mindful
of the shortness and uncertainty of human life, and teach us in all things
to know the value of those things which make for the upbuilding of
character and the strengthening of our spiritual lives.

Remember this day all our brethren who are absent from us, many
of them in the sunset of life waiting for the dawn of the new eternal
day. Help us so to live each day that when the night of life approaches
we may find oursclves conscious of Thy abiding presence and sustaining
power so that in our lives as demonstrated before the world and in our
hearts and innermost conscicnce we may be unafraid; and as we come
to the parting of the way we may not forget Thy promises which are
always abiding and sure. And may all of our brethren who are lying in
beds of sickness, may all of those who have been brought to suffering of
physical pain and to the endurance of sorrow or bercavement be com-
forted by the consciousness of Thy extreme and underlying and support-
ing and loving arms, so that we may profess and live our faith in such
manner as will inherit for us the enduring reward in the better world.

Guide us throughout the days of this session of the Grand Lodge;
help us never to forget what the brotherhood of man means, especially
in its application to the prineciples of our Order; and& may each of us
exemplify, as we go from this gathering into the various avenues of
influences and oceupations and duties, to so live that other men may see
the light of that life which in our hearts we desire to have reflected, the
Jife of the Grand Master of Masters; and when our course in life is
ended may we hear Thy well loving voice saying ¢‘Come Ye children of
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of
the world.”’

All of these great blessings we ask, not for our own worthiness, but
for the worthiness of Thy Dear Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Most Worshipful Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master, was
then introduced, given the Grand Honors, and escorted to lis
station in the Grand East.

The Grand Master directed the Grand Secretary to call the
roll of chartered Lodges. There being a constitutional number
of Liodges represented, the Grand Master declared the Seventy-
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Fourth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, A.".F.". &
A.".M.". of Nebraska, opened in ample form, directing the
Grand Marshal to make due proclamation thereof.

R.".'W..John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand Master, then
made the following remarks:

As a token of love and csteem from-your Home Lodges, the Lodges
of Lincoln, I present to you on their behalt this beautiful floral decora-
tion; an appreciation of our Grand Master, M.".W. .Orville A. Andrews,
from his home town lodges, Lincoln No. 19, Lancaster No. 54, East Lin-
coln No, 210, North Star No. 227, George Washington No. 250, Cotner No.
297, Liberty No 300, Craftsmen No, 314, College View No. 320, A.".F.".&
A."M.". of Lincoln, Nebraska. (Applause).

Most Worshipful Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master, then
made the following remarks:

Right Worshipful Brother Tapster and Brethren:

This is at least the second time that our Deputy Grand Master has
been guilty of collusion with some of the good people of the State.

I hardly know how to express my real gratitude and appreciation
for the thoughtfulness and demonstration of love presented at this time
by my brethren from the Lincoln Lodges.

I have heen face to face during my administration with occasions of
this kind. I deeply appreciate this demonstration, this fine tribute that
my brethren have paid to me, and I shall make my peace with them at
home. I extend now my thanks and gratitude to the representatives of
these Lodges from Lincoln who are here this morning.

RECEPTION OF PAST GRAND MASTERS

The following Past Grand Masters were introduced by the
Grand Senior Deacon, according to their seniority:

George H. Thummel .......ccoviviviiiiieinnnnnen (11th)..1876
18Iy Bl WAlEEm 00 0oo0 806 560660006 5505006600006 (30th)..1895
CharlesE NBuTnh e mEre e f e R ot e (39th)..1904
18 2\ (CHGEINEN7 5660000846000 56060066500600505000 (45th)..1910
JameshR. Caint Iins iy fonr e Rg i i il i e (47th)..1912
Samue]s S/ fIIE s S e (50th)..1915
Ambrose C. Epperson .................. sereveaas (53rd)..1918
3805 dlo e AMODLE7 5 6 ob 06 e BB 66 8 46D 6106 6 06 6 6GH0 oo (54th)..1919
JsEpIn 18) I IS 5 o bl o 0 0 ¢ 6 0w 6 06 0o d 000 60e00s (55th).. 1920
L@ 18, BIEdidil 665000060000 00000a05d0c0s00a00a (56th)..1921
CharlesAS Chappell. . =i Sas. L8 e e (58th)..1923
18%oloieh 18 IDHUREEI 60 6666 00600000a86006000006003000 (59th)..1924
@M WS 60000000 000060060000605500808966 660 (60th)..1925
18%s et 10)y ©5at25) "6 5000060860 00650000 0005000000000 (61st)..1926

140, (B 14600 000 6a86E 3166006260006 000000000000 (64th)..1929
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WELCOME BY MOST WORSHIPFUL ORVILLE A. ANDREWS,
GRAND MASTER.

Most Worshipful Brethren:

I count it a distinguished honor and privilege to welcome you this
morning as the present Grand Master of this jurisdietion. Many of you
have been received before thiz altar by preceding Grand Masters many
times but I assure you that your reception in previous years has been
no more genuine than I give you this morning, I am very happy indeed
to weleome you. You have served this Grand Lodge through periods of
stress, and it is through your guiding influence that Masonry has pro-
gressed as it has in Nebraska. We honor you for your distinguished
service. The period of time through which you brethren have served
marks the greatest progress of a like period in any generation.

We are happy, indeed, to have you here.

The Past Grand Masters were thereupon given the Grand
Honors.

M.".W.".Charles A. Chappell, Past Grand Master, then
made the following remarks:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Brethren of the Grand Lodge:

We are happy to be with you this morning. We appreciate the
welcome which you have so graciously extended to us. This is a priv-
ilege which we appreciate and which we cherish but Most Worshipful
Sir and Brethren, we realize that the mere appreciation and its expres-
sion by word of mouth is not the highest evidence of a true apprecia-
tion. We want to assure you, and through you, the brethren of this
grand jurisdiction, that it is our most earnest desire to show this ap-
preciation today, and tomorrow, and in the years to come, as we have
endeavored to show appreciation in the days gone by, by earnest and
sincere and efficient service. We realize that Masonry is not alone a
philosophy, that Masonry is not only a thing of rare beauty; but we
realize that Masonry is in reality a great activity; that through Masonry
we have an opportunity to glorify God and to serve our fellowman.

We wish to serve with you, Most Worshipful Grand Master, with
you, members of this Grand Lodge, with all the Brethren of this Grand
Jurisdiction, and wherever Masonry may be known. We want to serve
with you fraternally and truly so that we may do our part to prove
that Masonry is worth while, and with all of you and with Masons
everywhere to endeavor to make the world better and to shed more
glory and to do those things which will be ever for the glory of the
great God, the Creator and the Controller of all things. And so we
join with you, and with all of you, in this thought of service, and in
this desire to continue it for many, many years.

We thank you. (Applause.)
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The Past Grand Masters were then escorted to a station
in the Grand East.

Solo—‘‘ America, the Beautiful.”’ Bro. Herbert J. Wells,
184,

Most Worshipful Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary made
the following announcement:

Our Right Worshipful Grand Senior Warden, J. Dean Ringer, is in
Florida—or rather on his way home. His only son graduated Saturday
afternoon at the University of Florida. He is driving as far as St.
Louis, from there expects to take a plane and hopes to be back here
tomorrow noon at latest. T have a card from him extending his best
wishes to the Grand Lodge.

RECEPTION OF R.".W..FRANCIS E. WHITE, GRAND SECRETARY
EMERITUS:

Most Worshipful George H. Thummel, Past Grand Master,
then made the following remarks:
Most Worshipful Sir:

It is with an indescribable pleasure that I present to you, and intro-
duce to the Brethren, our Grand Secretary Emeritus.

I first met Brother White in 1871, We were attending the session
of the Grand Lodge at Lincoln, Nebraska, we were both boys, each of
us 23 years old. Frank White is my senior by 11 days. We there met
for the first time the Past Grand Masters and the Masons of Nebraska
who were in attendance at that Grand Lodge. At that time there were
in Nebraska 32 chartered I.odges, 1579 Masons. Today our chartered
Lodges number 292 and we have 42,150 Masons. Truly some growth.
Frank White and I attended the Grand Lodge sessions year after year.
And in 1898 Frank White, having filled numerous subordinate stations,
was elected and installed Grand Junior Warden. In 1899 our Grand
Secretary having passed to the Great Beyond, Frank White was elected
Grand Secretary. After the death of Bro. Bowen, Grand Secretary,
Frank Young, the sitting Grand Master, came to Omaha, assumed the
duties of Grand Secretary, and wanted to be Grand Secretary, but in
the meantime there had come into this jurisdietion Bro. Lininger, a
man of dynamic force and character. He looked the situation over and
said:

“No, we want a better Grand Secretary than I think Bro. Young
will make.” So by his force of doing things Frank White was elected
Grand Secretary, and from that time to this he has been one of the
controlling forces in our Freemasonry. Grand Master after Grand Master
has testified to his usefulness and the benefit that he gave them during
their services as Grand Master. Grand Master Lewis E. Smith in 1922,
in speaking of Frank White, said “In checking over the records I find
that there are fourteen Masons in Nebraska who have attended more
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than twenty-one sessions of this Grand Lodge, and among them Francis
E. White, who is today attending the 50th Session of this Grand Lodge;”
that was in 1922 when Bro. Smith was Grand Master. “Few brethren
have been privileged to have fifty years of activity in a Grand Lodge.
The service that he has rendered cannot be recounted in words. Even
we, who have labored with him, have no conception of his unselfish
loyalty and fidelity to Freemasonry. No words that I ean add, can add
to or take away from the wonderful service that Franeis B. White has
rendered this Grand Body.”

His Masonic Life has been one full of years of carnest active serv-
ice,—a Grand Secretary has an opportunity to render service given to no
other Mason,—he is at the helm. Grand Masters come and go. They are
for the day only, but the Grand Secretary goes om, and on, growing
more proficient each suceceeding year, and thus our brother welcomed the
work and each passing year added to his usefulness to us.

As you visit the Masonic Home this afternoon and walk up the
front steps thereof, know ye that you are walking up the steps of the
old Vallery Home that Frank White’s eager feet trod as he was courting
Miss Vallery, who afterwards became his wife; and this Home after-
wards passed into his hands, here he lived for years, and around the
hearthstone grew the children which are the joy and comfort of their
declining years.

When the forceful Lininger, Past Grand Master, realized that it
was time that the hopes and the ambitions of the carly Grand Masters
should be met by action—and the Grand Lodge Orphan Fund which they
had started by contributing their mileage and per diem should be added
to and utilized, he, aided and abetted by Frank White and others, acted,
and out of their strong forceful move, came our Masonic Home, and later
on came the Home for Children at Fremont.

Then again I feel the greatest service Brother White has rendered
has been in being the “Watch Dog of our Treasury.” Cgn’t you remem-
ber him as pausing in the midst of a busy session of the Grand Lodge
and with his pencil in hand puncturing holes in an imaginary fabric,
and saying, “Hold on, you can’t do that, we haven’t the funds,” or in
matters of legislation, “Stop! that’s in violation of Section so-and-so.”
We even liked his “growl,” and thus under his guiding hand, we would
act and do.

And so, Most Worshipful Sir, we have seen our State grow to its
present proportion, and Frank White has borne an honorable part there-
of. He has served in the legislative halls; Grover Cleveland made him
Marshal of Nebraska. He ran Cox’s army across Nebraska and saw it
safely over into Iowa. He has been a strong, forceful character, and
we honor him today as one of the first Masons, if not the first Mason,
in Nebraska. We all love him, we honor him, he has been true to the
principles of Masonry, a true man, and a true Mason, and I present him
to you as “One of Ours,” one of the most distinguished, most loyal, and
honored Masons of Nebraska. (Applause).
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M. .W. .Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master, then made the
following remarks:

Most Worshipful Brothexr Thummel:

I want to express to you my appreciation for this splendid tribute
you have paid Brother White in this introduction. I wish I might more
foreibly, if possible, express to you, Right Worshipful Brother White,
my personal satisfaction at being privileged to welcome you here this
morning. You have been of great service to Masonry in Nebraska. My
regret has been, during my administration, that I have not had the priv-
ilege of a closer contact with you. I have been privileged to receive
some fine letters from you. I want these brethren to know how much
the Grand Master appreciates the fine words of encouragement and coun-
sel that you have given to me. Brother White, it is not necessary for
me to go into details as to your forceful service, your service in the
Grand Lodge of Nebraska, back in 1871. You have labored shoulder to
shoulder with our good Brother standing beside you at the altar. We
know what you have done for Masonry in Nebraska, we honor you for it.

Most Worshipful Brother Thummel may I ask that you conduct
Brother White to the East. (Thereupon Brother White was conducted to
a seat in the Grand East.)

Brethren, it is a real delight to me to be privileged, not to introduce
to you, but to present to you Right Worshipful Brother Francis E. White,
Grand Secretary Emeritus.

Brother White, we shall be pleased to hear from you.

R.".W. .Francis E. White, Grand Secretary Emeritus,
then made the following remarks:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Officers and Members of the Grand
Lodge.

I thank you most sinecerely for your courteous greetings and fra-
ternal welecome, and you Most Worshipful Sir, and the friend of my
youth, Most Worshipful Brother Thummel, for what you have said.
These kind words bring up emotions that I cannot control—I can only
reply, that anyone who has received as mueh from Freemasonry and the
brethren as I have, would be indeed ungrateful if he had not given the
very best he had in return.

This home coming means more to me than I can express in words:
I have looked forward to it for days, weeks, and months, and to be
again with the representatives of the thousands of Freemasons in this
Grand Jurisdiction fills my heart with joy and gladness. T would rather
have come here and make this visit than to have gone any other place
in the wide, wide world, except to visit my children. I wish I could ex-
tend to each and every one of you, my brethren, in the Grand Jurisdie-
tion, my heartfelt gratitude for the bencfits I have received from Free-
masonry, and for the kindness and consideration that have been shown
to me by my brethren, for the more than sixty-two years of my mem-
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bership in the Fraternity. Freemasonry is among the largest if it is
not the largest, fraternal society in the world, and to be a member of
it, to be loyal to it, and to support it, should be the pride and willing
duty of each of us, in return for the great privilege of being a member.
One member more or less, has not been so important in the last few
yvears, as he was in the early days of the Fraternity in Nebraska. This
Grand Lodge was created by a few brethren, nine in number only, with
a membership in the Grand Jurisdiction of less than one hundred. To
this small beginning have been added thousands and thousands, and each
and every one of these, from the Most Worshipful Grand Masters, who
have presided in the Grand East, to the youngest Iintered Apprentice,
who may have been brought to light in Masonry only yesterday, or to-
day, has helped to make it what it is, from the year 1855 to the present
time; and I am only one of the great number. The good influence of
our thousands of members has been felt in every part of the great com-
monwealth of Nebraska, and the names of prominent Frecemasons can
be found upon nearly every page of its history. It is beyond dispute that
many of our brethren have given more to Freemasonry than others; this
is only natural; for some have had more time to give, more ability to
build upon and govern, and more opportunity for service. The combina-
tion of all of these brings success in all things, Freemasonry included.
We cannot all be Grand Masters. If we can give the best we have un-
der the conditions in which destiny has placed us, no more can be ex-
pected. Regardless of money given or service rendered, do we not all
receive from Freemasonry more than we give to it? Perhaps the ans-
wer may be partly explained in the following:

“For life is the mirror of king and slave.
’Tis just what you are and do;

Then give to the world the best you have,
And the best will come back to you.”

Freemasonry, if it carries out the fundamental principles laid down
by its founders hundreds of years ago, will, in the future as in the past
endeavor to build up character in its members, practice and teach
morality and brotherly love, and thereby assist civilization to uplift
humanity and benefit mankind.

Let us have hope and faith that this good work will go on and on
“’til the sun grows cold, and the stars are old, and the leaves of the
Judgment hook unfold.” (Applause).

RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS.

The following Distinguished Guests from other Grand
Jurisdictions were presented, introduced, and very cordially
welcomed by M.".W. .Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master, and
conducted to seats in the Grand East:

M. W. . William R. Gentry, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
ACFC.& ACM. . of Missouri.
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M.".W.".J. Forrest Ayres, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.".F.".
& A..M.'. of Kansas.

M.".W.".Elmer F. Strain, Past Grand Master, and Grand Secretary
of the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Kansas.

The following Distinguished Guests from our own Grand
Jurisdiction, were presented, introduced, and cordially wel-
comed by M.".W.".Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master, and con-
ducted to seats in the Grand Kast:

M.".E.".Emmett I. Ellis, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter,
Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska.

R.".E.".Charles H. Marley, Grand Commander of the Grand Com-
mandery, Knights Templar of Nebraska.

Brother Frank C. Patton, 339, Sovereign Grand Inspector General,
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.

Brother William H. Brokaw, Worthy Grand Patron of the Grand
Chapter, Order of the Bastern Star of Nebraska.

‘W.".Brother Edwin C. Yont, President of the Masonic-Eastern Star
Home for Children.

W. .Brother James G. Mines, President of the Nebraska Veteran
Freemasons Association.

GREETINGS AND REGRETS.

M.".W. .Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary, read telegrams
received from the Grand Lodge, A..F.".& A..M.". of Mani-
toba, the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of South Dakota,
and the Grand Lodge A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Iowa, sending fra-
ternal greetings and hearty good wishes for a successful Com-
munication of the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebras-
ka, and a letter from M.".W. .John J. Wemple, Past Grand
Master, sending heartfelt congratulations, best wishes, and re-
gret at his inability to be present.

The following Committees were announced by M. . W.'.
Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master, and entered upon the dis-
charge of their duties:

COMMITTEES
APPLICATIONS FOR REINSTATEMENT

W.".Bernard N. Robertson, Capitol Lodge No. 3.
W. .Charles H. Marley, Nebraska I.odge No. 1.
M.".W.".Andrew H. Viele, Mosaic Lodge No. 55.
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BOARD OF MASONIC SERVICE ANNUITIES AND GIFTS.

Bro.".Luther M. Kuhns, Capitol Lodge No. 3.

“.Harold M. Smith, Hubbell Lodge No. 92,

.".Frank Wilcox, Nebraska Lodge No. 1.

.".Charles A. Eyre, George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268.
.".Fred R. Haggart, Saint Paul Lodge No. 82,

#4494

CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS.

“.Raymond C. Cook, Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6.

*.Jason W. House, Silver Lodge No. 266.

".Clifford C. Johnson, Emmet Crawford Lodge No. 148.
W..William B. Farris, Albion Lodge No. 78.
W.".Chester D. Clements, Wymore Lodge No. 104,

e

CREDENTIALS,

.".Lorenzen P. Ronne, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210.
..Harold R. Gilfry, John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290.
..Lioyd B. Campbell, Eminence Lodge No. 223.
.".Joseph V. Webster, Samaritan I.odge No. 138.
.“Frank D. Snyder, Lily Lodge No. 154.

Z5==4

CODIFICATION OF' THE LAW

.".Clarence T. Spier, George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268.
.".Marcus I. Poteet, Liberty Lodge No. 300.
W. .Russell A. Robertson, North Bend Lodge No. 119.

DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS

W.".Arthur C. Thomsen, Covert Lodge No. 11.
W.".Paul Turner, York Lodge No. 56.

W.".Niels W. Ladegard, Frank Welech Lodge No. 73.
W. .Gustave E. Gran, Saint Johns Lodge No. 25.
W..J. Rowland Snyder, Arcana Lodge No. 195.

FINANCE

W.".Clendenen W. Mitchell, Samaritan Lodge No. 138.
W.".Charles A. Smith. Mystic Tie Lodge No. 166.
W.".C. Ray Macy, Beatrice Lodge No. 26.

.".Clifford R. Caley, Springfield Lodge No. 112,
.".Charles W. Keal, Crete Lodge No. 37.

43

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE

".Lewis E. Smith, Long Pine Lodge No. 136.
“.Edwin D. Crites, Samaritan Lodge No. 158.
".Charles A. Chappell, Minden Lodge No. 127.

wlas
Bk




JUNE, 1931] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 633

FRATERNAL DEAD

[}
W.".Robert J. Jones, Omaha Lodge No. 288.
W.".Mark J. Lipman, Bassett Lodge No. 254.
W.".John A. Carrigan, Washington Lodge No. 21.

GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL MEMORIAL
Bro..".Edward Huwaldt, Fraternity Lodge No. 235.

GRIEVANCES

W.".John 8. Hedelund, George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268.
W..Benjamin F. Eyre, Nebraska Lodge No. 1.

W.".Roy M. White, Oliver Lodge No. 38.

W.".Doane F. Kiechel, Superior Lodge No. 121.

W..Fred J. Sexsmith, Garfield Lodge No. 95.

JURISPRUDENCE
M.".W.".Ira C. Freet, Chairman.
All Past Grand Masters prescnt.
PAY-ROLL

W.".William C, Smith, Long Pine Lodge No. 136.
W.".Harold A. Osborne, Lincoln Lodge No. 19.
W.".Ray C. McLain, North Star Lodge No. 227.

PROMOTION OF THE WORLD’S PEACE.
M.".W.".Henry H. Wilson, Lincoln Lodge No. 19.
“.John R. Webster, Capitol Lodge No. 3.
.".Spencer W. Hacker, Peru Lodge No, 14.

s5%

MASONIC EDUCATION

..William A. Robbins, Craftsmen Lodge No. 314.
.".Frank E, Clark, Albion Lodge No. 78.
.".Chancellor A, Phillips, Cambridge Lodge No. 150,
Bro.".Edward L. Baker, Fremont Lodge No. 15.

4=

RELIEF AND CARE OF ORPHANS

.".John B. Lichtenwallner, Lee P. Gillette Lodge No. 272.
..Benjamin F. Pitman, Samaritan Lodge No. 158.
.".Charles E, Burnham, Mystic Tie l.odge No. 166.
.".Edwin C. Yont, Trestle Board Lodge No. 162,
Millard M. Robertson, Capitol Lodge No. 3.

M."

24529
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RETURNS.

W.".Jacob North, Lincoln Lodge No. 19.

..Paul C. Holmberg, Grand Island Lodge No. 318.
“.Jerome B. Badgely, Robert W, Furnas Lodge No. 265.
“.Leon R. Eastman, Kimball Lodge No. 294,

.".John G. Hilder, Napthali Lodge No. 206.

e

UNIFINISHED BUSINESS,

W.".Enos R. Leigh, Bee Hive I.odge No. 184,
W..Arthur A. MeMahill, Florence Lodge No. 281.
W.".Fred W. Clark, Ashlar Lodge No. 33.
W.".Kenneth N. Parke, Wayne Lodge No, 120.
W. .William D), Spicknall, Ornan Lodge No. 261.

TUNPAID DUES.
M.".W..Ira C. Freet, York Lodge No. 50.

W. . Walter E. Erickson, Temple Lodge No. 175.
W." . William J. Breckenridge, Mid-West Lodge No. 317.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON FINANCE,

“Edwin D. Crites, Samaritan Lodge No. 138.
“.Lewis E, Smith, Long Pine T.odge No. 136.
“.John R. Tapster, North Bend Lodge No. 119.

WE R
42

COMMITTEE ON LOGS.

W..Frank Wileox, Nebraska Lodge No. 1.
W.".Robert J. Jones, Omaha T.odge No. 288.
W.".Charles P. Bradley, Capitol Lodge No. 3.

COMMITTEE TO ENTERTAIN DISTINGUISHED GUESTS.

Bro.".Fred B. Dale, Capitol Lodge No. 3.
W.".Benjamin F. Pitman, Samaritan Lodge No. 138.

COMMITTEE ON CELEBRATION OF THE SEVENTY-FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE GRAND LODGE,
ASF. & A OF NEBRASKA,

M.".W.".Frank H. Woodland, Saint Johns Lodge No. 25.
M.".W.".George II. Thummel, Ashlar Lodge No. 33.
M..W.".Henry H. Wilson, Lincoln Lodge No. 19.
M.".W.".Charles E. Burnham, Mystic Tie Lodge No. 166,
M.".W..Ambrose C. Epperson, Clay Centre Lodge No. 139.
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VISITING BRETHREN
The Grand Custodian and the Deputy Grand Custodians.
W. .Brother William C. Ramsey, 268, gave the

ADDRESS OF WELCOME.

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished Guests and Brethren of
the Grand Lodge A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

It is a genuine pleasure to be privileged to extend to you, the rep-
resentatives of 292 Lodges, with a membership of over 42,000 Masons in
Nebraska, a word of welecome on hehalf of more than 8400 members of
the 11 Lodges in Omaha. I count this opportunity an honor of which
any Master Mason may be proud. It elimaxes the joy and satisfaetion
of nearly 24 years of Masonic activity, from which I sometimes think
I have received mueh more than I have been able to give.

You have assembled here for the seventy-fourth annual eommunica-
tion of this Grand Lodge. During the session you will review the ae-
complishments of the wvear just passed, and, what is of vastly greater
importance, you will make plans and establish policies for the future.
Many of you have attended these annual communications before, faith-
fully “laboring upon the Temple” of Masonry for years. And some of
you, perhaps, are only “entered apprentices,” in the great work of the
Grand Lodge of Nebraska.

In bidding you welcome, may T not compliment you, and those who
have preceded you, many of whom have passed on “to that undiscovered
country from whose bourne no traveler returns”? May I not mention a
few outstanding accomplishments of Masonry in this great State? One
thing for which real Masons, not Masons in name only, not “pin”
Masons, as some wit has deseribed them, may bhe happy, is the sturdy
integrity and fine character of Masons, in general. Down through the
vears, generation after generation of Masons have stood upright for
morality in private life and for the highest type of citizenship and
statesmanship in public life. In that, we have reason to rejoice. And
all Nebraska Masons should be proud of the wonderful service we are
rendering the aged and penniless Masons and their wives and widows
and the less fortunate children of Masons. I wish every Nebraska
Mason knew what a very small part of his annual dues was accomplish-
ing in maintaining the Home for the aged at Plattsmouth and the Home
for the children at ¥remont. Oftentimes, I think that too many Masons,
throughout this wonderful State, which is the garden spot of the Nation,
and Masons here in Omaha, too, do not know, and, therefore, cannot
appreciate, the great amount of good which is being accomplished with
a contribution of omnly 75 cents, less than % of 1 cent per day, from the
dues which each of us pays to our Lodge each year. We should be
more generous; we should contribute more than we do to this worthy
cause. Perhaps this is “not the proper time or place” to express the
thought, but I rejoice in this opportunity, when T can say to you that
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the love and generosity of Masons, whom God has greatly blessed, to-
ward those poor old people and to those unfortunate children, is now
and will continue to be one of the outstanding achievements of our
Ancient and Honorable Fraternity, “of friends and brothers, among
whom no contention should ever exist, but that noble contention, or
rather, emulation of who best ean work or best agree.” It is the earn-
est hope of all Masons, who are familiar with the great good accom-
plished by the Masonic Homes for the aged and the children, that,
when you return and report the proceedings of this Grand Lodge to your
own Lodge, you will carry with you some of the facts about these two
wonderful institutions, so all Nebraska Masons may be better informed
and “may be better enabled to display the beauties of Brotherly Love,
Relief, and Truth,” and that you will say to your Brethren:

“For life is the mirror of king and slave;
’Tis just what you are and do;

Then give to the world the best you have
And the best will come back to you.”

May I not say again that we extend to you a hearty welcome.
Omaha is a wonderful city. It has many beautiful churches, which have
been erected for the worship of our God; many splendid public schools,
which are manned by a most efficient corps of teachers, whose fine in-
fluence upon the moulding character of the youth of today cannot be
foreseen, now; several lovely parks, whose spaciousness affords oppor-
tunity for rest and recercation for the grown-ups, and wholesome, out-
of-door play for the children; miles of boulevards, and scenic drives
along the winding Missouri. This is “home” to us. Whenever you are
here, you are our guests and our “home” is your “home.” We sincerely
hope that you will enjoy your stay with us as much as we shall enjoy
having you.

W. .Brother Robert E. Bosworth, 15, gave the

RESPONSE.
Brethren:

The honor of being chosen to respond to the cordial weleome extend-
ed to us by W..Brother Ramsey becomes a pleasure, as well, when we
are conscious that that welcome comes from the heart of each of the
eleven Omaha Lodges participating in the reception and entertainment
of this Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska.

Were it not for the hearty cooperation of so fine a group of men,
versed in all the courtesies accorded the visitor within their gates, this
Grand Lodge would go into session feeling that while we are permitted
to use your temple as a meeting place, much of the uneasiness of a tres-
passer would prevail.

Those of us who from time to time are privileged to visit the vari-
ous Masonic Bodies who meet here and in the other Omaha Temples,
always receive the heartiest welcome and a most emphatic ‘‘come
again.’’
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When these conditions prevail in the individual lodges and among
the brethren composing them, we can only approximate the result of
concerted action when they join forces on this annual occasion.

On behalf of the Most Worshipful Grand Master and this Grand
Lodge Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska we wish to ex-
tend to the Omaha Lodges our heartfelt thanks for the many courtesies
received in the past, and anticipating those of the future.

And when the gavel shall have sounded in the East, closing this
Grand Lodge, we will return home resolved to emulate the spirit of cor-
dial welcome and cooperation displayed in your reception of us, and may
you realize that you have again made use of the Masonic Trowel for the
more noble and glorious purpose of spreading the cement of brotherly
love and affection; that cement which unites us into one sacred band or
society of friends and brothers, ‘‘among whom no contention should
ever exist, but that noblec contention or rather emulation of who best can
work or best agree.’’

M.".W.".Orville A. Andrews, Grand DMaster, read his
Address:

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER.

To the Grand Lodge
Of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska.

Brethren:

Fifty-three weeks ago when the mantle of authority as Grand
Master was placed upon my shoulders, I believe I felt much as would
the Breton fishermen, who realizing their dependence, are made by
Henry Van Dyke, to utter the following prayer:

O Maker of the mighty deep,
Whercon our vessels fare,
Above our life’s adventure keep
Thy faithful watch and care.
In Thee we trust what’er befall;
Thy sea is great, our boats are small.

We know not where the secret tides

‘Will help us or delay,

Nor where the lurking tempest hides,
Nor where the fogs are gray,

We trust in Thee, what’er befall;

Thy sea is great, our boats are small.

When outward bound we boldly sail
And leave the friendly shore,

Let not our hearts or courage fail
Until the voyage is o’er.

We trust in Thee, what’er befall;

Thy sea is great, our boats are small,
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When homeward bound we gladly turn,
O! bring us safely there,

Where harbor lights of friendship burn
And peace is in the air,

We trust in Thee, what’er befall;

Thy sea is great, our boats are small.
Beyond the circle of the sea,

‘When voyaging is past,

We seek our final port in Thee;

O! bring us home at last,

In Thee we trust what’er befall;

Thy sea is great, our boats are small.’’

At the beginning of my service, I too, realizing my own limitations
and dependence entered upon the year with some trepidation. Whatever
of failure there may have been I must acknowledge as mine, and what-
ever of progress we may record is due to the guidance of the Great
Architect and Master, and the most generous and wise counsel and
support of those stalwart Craftsmen upon whom I have from time to
time called. ?

In presenting to you this summary of the year’s activities, I bring
a record of a most happy and joyous service in the interest of the
Craft; and I sincerely thank the members of the fraternity for this
great privilege of serving. I bid you welcome, to this 74th Annual
Communication. of our Grand Lodge. May our deliberations here be
pleasing and profitable.

NECROLOGY

Our Heavenly Father has been more than kind to us. The Angel of
death has passed by our official family, and we are permitted to enjoy
our unbroken chain of service and affection. We regret to record the
departure from us of our Brother Owen W. Cotton, of Lincoln Lodge
No. 19, the holder of our Gold Jordan Medal since October 17, 1929,
who died October 13, 1930. At the expressed desire of the daughter of
Brother Cotton, for Masonic burial, and at the request of W.".Brother
Harold A. Osborne, Master of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, I conducted the
last rites for our Brother Cotton, at Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln, Nebraska,
October 15, 1930,

We condole with our neighboring jurisdiction of Colorado, on the
untimely taking away of their Grand Master, M.".W.".Brother Horace
H. Mitchell. It was my privilege to be present at Colorado’s installa-
tion of Brother Mitchell in September, 1930, and while my personal
acquaintance with him was brief, it was very pleasant and cordial
We extend our deepest sympathy to Colorado, not only in the loss of
their Grand Master, who served ably and well, but for their several
distinguished Past Grand Masters who have been called during the
year, among whom I cannot refrain from making personal mention of
M. .W.".Brother William Peirce, who was chairman of the Grand Lodge
Committee to entertain distinguished visitors from other Jurisdietions.
Brother ‘“Billy’’, as we affectionately felt privileged to eall him, left
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no kindness undone, no duty or courtesy unperformed. A King could
not have received greater attention than did I at the hands of Brother
‘“Billy’’ and his committee.

Peace to his ashes.

While we mourn for the temporary passing of many of our Brethren,
to the Grand Lodge above, we have, in our unchanging faith, the com-
forting assurance that

They are not dead,

But have fallen asleep

To waken again in that realm

For which they still toiling,

Awaited that day,

When our Master should say, Come Home.

HOME FOLKS

How naturally our heartstrings tighten at the speaking of the word
‘‘Home’’, and how instinctively our thoughts are drawn to those asso-
ciations so dear to the lives of all of us, first to the family, then to the
larger circle of our friends. I have heen brought face to face with
these emotions many times during this Masonic year. First, one year
ago when R.".W.'.Brother Tapster presented to me the picture of the
Sisters of Electa Quartette, of which Mrs. Andrews is a member; fol-
lowed by the presentation of the fine symbolic watech by my son, Luther,
in behalf of himself and my younger son, Orville, Jr.; and again on
November 25th, when my own Worshipful Master Harold A. Osborne,
of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, and his officers and brethren, numbering about
225, so thoughtfully and fraternally tendered to me as Grand Master, a
most unusual reception. Mere words cannot express my heartfelt emo-
tions and my sincere appreciation for the demonstration of fraternal
love by all who attended this reception. Not content with presentation
to me of a most gorgeous basket of cut flowers by the Lodge, at the
hands of our Junior Warden, Brother Perry J. Morton, the Officers
of No. 19, through our Senior Warden, Brother William J. Schalkoff,
presented to me a fine leather Gladstone Bag, addressing me as follows:

Most Worshipful Brother Andrews:

‘‘To be Grand Master of the Lodges of the State of Nebraska, is
indeed the highest honor which can be bestowed upon a Nebraska Mason,
and this lodge to which you belong, and of which you once were Wor-
shipful Master, appreciates the honor conferred on you and shared by
all of us, in thus, elevating you to the highest official position in the
gift of the Masonic Fraternity. I'or years you have labored among us
as a deputy of the Grand Custodian, always eager to give freely of
your time and knowledge in an effort to promote the Masonic Phil-
osophy; and by your kindly, sympathetic, and gencrous attitude you
have endeared yourself to all with whom you came in contact. As a
symbol of the affection we bear you, we, the Officers of ILincoln Lodge
No. 19, present you this remembrance, with the earnest hope that you
may, in the years to come, enjoy the fullest measure of happiness.’’
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Is it any wonder that I could not find words to express an adequate
acceptance and appreciation?

My ofticial reception as Grand Master into the lodge was accom-
panied by a vocal solo by W.".Brother Doc. L. Redfern, Deputy Custo-
dian, ‘‘ Welcome, Dear Grand Master’’, the words of which were written
by our much loved, departed ‘‘Uncle Bob?’.

My delight on this occasion was heightened by the presence of
Most Worshipful Brothers Lewis E. Smith, Samuel 8, Whiting, and
John Wright, Past Grand Masters; R.".W.".Brother John R. Tapster,
Deputy Grand Master; W. .Brother Paul C. Johnston, Grand Orator;
W.'.Brother Archie M. Smith, Grand Senior Deacon; W. .Brother Virgil
R. Johnson, Grand Junior Deacon; W.".Brothers Earl M. Bolen, Jesse
Lowther, I. Donald Huston, John M. Bennett, and Doc. L. Redfern,
Deputy Custodians; Brother James M. Robertson, President, and W.".
Brother Wm. F. Evers, Superintendent, of the Nebraska Masonic Home;
‘W..Brother Edwin C. Yont, President of the Masonic Eastern Star
Home for Children; W.".Brothers William A, Robbins, and Frank Clark,
members of the Committee on Masonic Education; and Brother Edward
Huwaldt, Chairman of Committee on Gcorge Washington Masonic
National Memorial Association.

A Banquet was served, following which a program of music and
speaking was presented. M.".W. .Brother John Wright presided as
Toastmaster, and our Grand Orator W.'.Brother Paul C. Johnston
delivered a very fine address. I am sure that we all felt that ¢“it was
good for us to have been there.”

Included as ‘“Home Folks’’, are all the brethren of I.incoln without
regard to their particular lodge membership; and that uniform fraternal
courtesy which characterizes Masonry has been extended by all alike.

On November 21, 1930, I was an invited guest of Lancaster Lodge
No. 54, at Lincoln, on the occasion of their annual ¢‘Past Masters Day’’
and was officially received and given all possible courtesies, by Wor-
shipful Brother Alvin O. Gronquist, W.".Master and the officers and
brethren of the lodge. A banquet was served in the evening. I was
honored by the presenee of M.".W.".Brothers Samuel S. Whiting, Henry
H. Wilson, and John Wright, Past Grand Masters.

October 28th, 1930, Craftsmen Lodge No. 314 of Lincoln. I was a
special guest of the lodge and all honors were extended by Worshipful
Brother Jesse B. Hollenbeck, the Master, and the officers and members.
After an cevening dinner served by the lodge, work was resumed in the
Master Masons degree.

January 22, 1931, ‘‘Past Masters Day’’ was obscrved by East
Lincoln Lodge No. 210, of Lincoln, at which communication I was
officially reccived by Worshipful Master Clyde Vosburg. I was priv-
ileged to confer the degree of a Master Mason on Brother Roller E.
Cecil, he being one of our candidates for that day. About two hundred
brethren enjoyed a fine repast in the dining room after whieh a program
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was presented in the lodge room, M.".W. .Brother Henry H. Wilson
being the principal speaker. M. .W.'.Brother Samuel 8. Whiting was
also present and spoke briefly.
*  On January 31, 1931, in response to a special invitation of the
Worshipful Master of Liberty Lodge No. 300, of Lincoln, I was the
guest of Honor at their ‘‘Past Masters Day’’. Banquet was served
at which about onc hundred twenty-five brethren were present. M. .W.,
Brothers Samuel S. Whiting and John Wright participated in the
program.
‘‘Here’s to the kindly hearts of earth

That make this good old world worth while

Here’s to the lips with tender words

That bring the caressing smile

And I ask my soul this question

When my goodly gifts I see

Am I a friend to as many friends

As have been good friends to me.

‘When friends speak a word of praise

My wavering will to aid

I ask if over their long long way,

My words, their pathway have brighter made
Then to my heart I speak again

This eager, earnest plea

Make me a friend to as many friends

As have been good friends to me.’’

(Author Unknown)
GRAND REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED AND RECOMMENDED.

On nomination of the Grand Masters of their respective jurisdic-
tions indicated below, representatives of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska
near the Grand Lodges of other jurisdietions have been appointed as
follows:

Brother George H. Dern, Salt Lake City, near the Grand Lodge of
Utah, appointed September 27, 1930.

Brother R. A. Pullen, Aberdeen, near the Grand Lodge of Miss-
issippi, appointed March 6, 1931.

I nominated the following named Brethren as representatives of
other Grand Jurisdictions near the Grand Lodge of Nebraska:

W. .Brother Ammi L. Bixby, No. 314, to represent the Grand Lodge
of Panama,

W. .Brother Clendenen W. Mitchell, No. 158, to represent the
National Grand Lodge of Colombia at Barranquilla.

LODGE VISITATIONS.

The generous and cordial receptions accorded the Grand Master by
the Officers and members of the various lodges, I have been privileged
to visit, made the visitations the most enjoyable part of the duties of
the office. The uniform courtesy which I have received at the hands of
the Brethren of the Craft has been a source of genuine satisfaction; and
the fraternal fellowship, born of a closer contact, adds mueh to the light-
ening of the meaner drudgeries of life.
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In my visits during the yecar I have tried to remind the brethren
of some of the fundamentals of our institution, of our individual re-
sponsibilities and also our privileges as Masons; and that our mission is
to try to make the world better, not only by expounding the precepts of
Masonry, but by being living examples of the principles of right living.

Many of my visitations are given detailed mention under special
headings. The following lodges indicated by Number have been offi-
cially visited by me: 1, 3, 9, 15, 19, 26, 32, 35, 37, 38, 40, 44, 52, 54, 56,
59, 60, 70, 78, 85, 95, 97, 101, 103, 110, 114, 119, 124, 126, 133, 136, 148,
154, 158, 170, 175, 182, 209, 210, 230, 236, 282, 288, 290, 297, 300, 314,
320 and 323.

VISITING NEIGHBORING GRAND JURISDICTIONS.
Friendships are strengthened by closer contacts.

Not being able to personally visit the Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge of Iowa in June 1930, I requested R.".W.".Brother J. Dean
Ringer, Grand Senior Warden, to attend as official representative of
Nebraska. Brother Ringer was cordially received and was given every
courtesy.

On invitation of M.".W. .Brother Reuben W. Hershey, Grand Master,
I visited the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Colorado
on September 16th and 17th, 1930; as its guest was officially received
and welcomed and accorded all possible courtesies; and was privileged
to briefly address the Assembly. Nebraska has a very deep interest
in Colorado Masonry, as we are a part of the foundation of the Grand
Lodge of Colorado.

In response to an invitation from M. .W. .Brother Samuel R. Freet,
Grand Master of Missouri, I attended the 110th Annual Communication
of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, on September 30th and October 1st,
1930, in company with M.".W.".Lewis LK. Smith, our Grand Secretary;
R.".W..John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand Master; and M.".W..Ira C.
Freet, Junior Past Grand Master, of Nebraska. We were very gra-
ciously received, and all possible honors and courtesies were extended to
us. We like the Brethren of Missouri, and the way they “do things”
down there.

I deeply regretted my inability to attend the Annual Communication
of the Grand Lodge of Kansas, my native State, but Nebraska was ably
represented by R.".W.".John R. Tapster, our Deputy Grand Master, who
went as the personal representative of the Grand Master. Brother
Tapster reports a most delightful visitation and that every possible
eourtesy was shown him. In his own language he says: “I cannot
praise too highly, the Brethren of Kansas for their expressed apprecia-
tion and fraternal love for the Brethren of Nebraska. It is my hope
that these fraternal visitations between our neighboring Grand Juris-
dictions may long continue.”
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Invitations were received from the Grand Master of New York
to attend the 150th Anniversary of Masonry in New York, May 5-6-7,
1931; and from the Grand Master of North Dakota to be present at their
Annual Communication in October, 1930, but urgent duties here pre-
vented my acceptance.

GRAND MASTERS CONFERENCE.

In connection with the attendance at the annual Convention of the
George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association, accom-
panied by M.".W.".Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary, we attended a con-
ference of the Grand Masters of the Grand Jurisdictions of the United
States at Washington, D. C. on February 25, 1931. There were forty-
four Grand Jurisdictions represented, out of a total of forty-nine.
Thirty-nine Grand Masters were present and five jurisdictions were
represented by either Deputy Grand Masters or Past Grand Masters.
The real purpose of these conferences is to discuss matters of common
interest to the various Jurisdietions, to exchange ideas as to methods used
to accomplish a particular purpose, and to give and receive information,
that may be beneficial in solving our common problems. In other words
the conference is a clearing house for Masonic problems. A changing
world makes certain changed Masonie conditions. We are facing prob-
lems, that our forebears knew naught of; and the further light obtained
by a discussion of such matters by the leaders of the Craft, and by a
recital of experiences, the better we will be prepared to meet our
Masonic responsibilities.

PEACE MONUMENT DEDICATION,

On June 10-11-12, 1930, on invitation of the Imperial Potentate of
the Shrine, and as the special guests of the three Shrine Temples, of
Nebraska (Sesostris, Tangier, and Tehama) it was the privilege of
Mrs. Andrews and myself to attend the meeting at Toronto, Ontario in
commemoration of more than one hundred years of Peace between
United States and Great Britain; and to witness the ceremony of un-
veiling the $100,000.00 Peace Monument provided by the Imperial Council
of the Shrine in recognition of such event, in which many of the Govern-
ment offieials, both State and National, and several Grand Masters of
United States and Canada participated.

The Nebraska Grand Lodge has always approved efforts toward the
promotion of World Peace and we were glad to lend our approval of
the recognition, by being present at the Ceremony. I desire to express
my appreciation and thanks for the courtesies by the officers, delegates,
and members of the Nebraska Shrine Temples.

OTHER VISITATIONS.

I wish it were possible for me to mention in detail all my visitations
to the almost innumerable functions to which I have been invited during
the year, but time and space will not permit. I have heen most gra-
ciously received on every occasion and accorded all possible honors and
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courtesies. I have been asked to address nearly every assembly, at
which I was present and have done so either briefly or otherwise as
circumstances seemed to justify, and I give grateful acknowledgment
for such courtesies.

On the afternoon of June 22, 1930, I had the esteemed honor of
being present at the home of our venerable Brother Colonel Thomas J.
Majors, Peru, Nebraska, on the oceasion of an informal celebration in
recognition of his 89th birthday anniversary. A short program was
sponsored by the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War of
Lineoln, on which I was privileged, as Grand Master, to bring greetings
to Brother Majors and to bring felicitations to him, not on his 89 years
of life but for his accomplishments for good in that period. Our Brother
has the unusual distinetion of being the only Mason now living who re-
ceived his Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft degrees in Monitor
Lodge U. D., the only “army lodge” working under a dispensation from
Nebraska during the War of the Rebellion.

July 9, 1930, accompanied by R..W. .Brother John R. Tapster,
Deputy Grand Master, and Brother Edward I. Baker of the Committee
on Masonic Education, I attended the annual picnic spomsored by
Wayne Lodge No. 120, A.".F.".& A.".M."., Wayne, Nebraska. After the
bounteous dinner was served, Brother Baker delivered a very inspiring
address to an assembly of about 225 brethren and their families.

On July 10, 1930, I conducted the Masonic funeral service for
Sterling Lodge No. 70, A" F.".& A.".M.".for a deceased brother of that
lodge.

August 7, 1930, I attended the annual joint picnic of North Bend
Lodge No. 119, Cedar Bluffs Lodge No. 215, and@ Hooper Lodge No. 72,
held at Scotts Lake, just east of North Bend. Grand Lodge officers
present were R.".W.".John R. Tapster, R."."W.".J. Dean Ringer, and
W..Lute M. Savage. Principal address was by Brother E. L. Baker.

August 29, 1930, I attended at Clarks, Nebraska the annual joint
picniec sponsored by the Masonic Lodges at Clarks, Silver Creek, Fuller-
ton and Genoa. R.".W.".John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand Master, and
Brother Edward L. Baker accompanied me. The principal address was
given by Brother Baker. Attendance about three hundred.

October 16, 1930, I attended the Dixon County Masonic Annual
Dinner at Ponca, Nebraska, sponsored by the Lodges in Dixon county.
The usual fine repast was served, after which the brethren to the num-
ber of about 125, repaired to the lodge hall, where Rev. Brother Earl N.
Thompkins, of Sioux City, Iowa, a former active Nebraska Mason, de-
livered an inspiring address.

As an invited guest of the seven Chapters of O. E. 8. in Lincoln,
honoring the Worthy Grand Matron and her officers, on her official
visitation to the Lineoln Chapters, Mrs. Andrews and I attended a ban-
quet on October 21, 1930, also a luncheon on October 22, and an evening
meeting of Temple Chapter No. 271, O. E. S. on the same date.
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October 7, 1930, as an invited guest of the Scottish Rite Bodies of
Omaha, I attended the observance of the Feast of the Tabernaecles, and
was accorded all honors as Grand Master; and again on November 20,
1930, on invitation of Col. Theodore W. McCullough, I attended the re-
union banquet of Scottish Rite Bodies of Omaha, as their guest.

On December 3, 1930, on invitation of Sister Rose M. Owens, Grand
Secretary of O. E: S.,, Mrs. Andrews and I were happy to attend a din-
ner and reception given by the nine Omaha Chapters of O. E. S. in
honor of Sister Nan Martin, Worthy Grand Matron and her Grand
Officers. A series of very beautiful tableaux were given as part of the
instruction and entertainment.

December 29, 1930, I attended the annual “Home Coming” of
Incense Lodge No. 182, A .F.".& A.".M."., and Ohiowa Chapter 219,
O. E. 8. at Ohiowa.

January 10, 1931, I was a guest at a dinner given in honor of our
W. .Brother John R. Webster by the University of Nebraska College of
Medicine at Omaha, the occasion being the retiring of our Brother from
the Board of Regents U. of N. after several years of faithful serviece
on the Board.

January 19, 1931, T attended the 18th Anniversary celebration of
Florence Lodge No. 281, A.".F.".& A.".M.’. About 150 were present to
enjoy a program of music furnished by the Masonie Chorus of Florence
Lodge, and reminiscences of by-gone days.

January 23, 1931 on invitation of President W. .Brother Millard M.
Robertson. I attended the 44th anniversary dinner of the meeting of
the Veteran Freemasons Association at Omaha. I gratefully acknowl-
edge my election to honorary membership in the Association.

March 17, 1931, accompanied by R.".W. .Brother John R. Tapster,
Deputy Grand Master, and M.".W.".Brother Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secre-
tary, I was happy to attend the 45th Anniversary Celebration of Samar-
itan Lodge No. 158, at Chadron, Nebraska.

On invitation of Brother Alfred W. Beckman, Venerable Master of
Kadosh of the Scottish Rite Valley of Lincoln, I was accorded a place
at the speakers’ table at the April 1931 reunion banquet.

I accepted the invitation of V.".E.".Charles H. Marley, Deputy and
Acting Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Temp-
lar, to be present as his guest at annual Conclave held in Hastings,
April 16th and 17th, 1931.

On invitation of Sister Nan Martin, Worthy Grand Matron of the
Grand Chapter O. E. 8. of Nebraska, I attended the annual session of
the Grand Chapter held in Lincoln, Nebraska, May 12, 13, 14, 1931 and
addressed the Grand Body on the evening of May 12th.

April 30, 1931, on invitation of the Worshipful Master Leland J.
Smith of Israel Lodge No. 187, A.".F.".& A.".M."., I visited his lodge and
witnessed the conferring of the degree of Master Mason in a very digni-
fied, impressive, and proficient manner. Brethren, here is an example of
what a small eountry town lodge ecan accomplish, under proper leader-

i W)
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ship and with determination. This lodge had not heen represented at
Grand Lodge for two years—interest seemed at a low ebb—a member-
ship of forty-nine with many non-resident members—little or no degree
work to do—not meeting regularly for lack of quorum—a letter to the
Grand Master from the Worshipful Master indicates discouragement
everywhere. What shall we do? Surrender our Charter? No, we don’t
want to do that—we have a few loyal members—will see W. .Earl Bolen,
Deputy Custodian who lives cloge by. They did see Earl Bolen and soon
under his counsel and direction meetings were held regularly—study of
ritual began—special mecetings were held. What’s going on at Masonic
Lodge? They have been studying Masonry,—what it is—what its mis-
sion is—much interest manifest among the members—a petition is re-
ceived—is elected—degree work begins—another petition received—work
progresses—we’ll invite the Grand Master and ask the committee on
Masoniec Education to send M.".W. .Brother Henry H. Wilson, P. G. M,,
to give us an address. In his invitation to me to attend the meeting on
April 30, the Worshipful Master says: ‘‘In spite of the hard times we arc
having more work than we have had for several years. I am glad to be
able to say this much for our lodge.’’ Brethren, the degree work and the
lectures given by Israel Lodge No. 187 were of the highest type and would
have done eredit to any certified lodge. M..W.’.Brother Wilson gave a
very fine address which was appreciated by all of the sixty-five brethren
present. I give this instance to show what can be done in our smaller weak
lodges. It bears out my conviction that we¢ do not necessarily need de-
gree work to make a real Masonic lodge. In fact the lack of such work
may be embraced as a real opportunity for the study of Masonry. I
congratulate W. .Brother Bolen for his fine help and also the officers
and brethren of Israel Lodge No. 187, A.".F.".& A.".M.’. Many of our
Deputy Custodians are doing similar work in other locations in the
State. Keep up the good work.

PAST MASTERS MEETINGS

A custom in many of the lodges and which seems to be growing in
extent and which I want to commend, is that of Past Masters Meetings,
once each year.

On November 24, 1930 I was the invited guest of W. .Brother Fred
1. Dickinson, Worshipful Master of Capitol Lodge No. 3, A F..&
A.M."., the occasion being “Past Masters Night” in Capitol Lodge. A
fine dinner was served in the banquet room and a well directed program
followed. Many Past Masters were present and responded briefly to
roll call. A special feature of the program was a beautiful and touch-
ing memorial in honor of brethren who had passed to the great beyond.
I was further honored on this visitation by the attendance of M.".W.".
Brothers James R. Cain, Jr., Ambrose C. Epperson, Lewis E. Smith, and
Frank H. Woodland, Past Grand Masters, W.".Brother Lute M. Savage,
Grand Custodian, and W. .Brothers John B. Lichtenwallner, Stanley P.
Bostwick and Jonathan A. Frye, Deputy Custodians. Worshipful Brother
Dickinson, Master of Capitol Lodge, presided in his usual genial manner.




JUNE, 1931] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 647

I have not yet determined whether it was through lack of human experi-
ence or a strain of irony in his make-up, that made his speech and
actions seem to indicate he had an exalted idea of the abilities or cap-
abilities of the Grand Master. Or was it plain sarcasm? Well, anyway,
he presented to the Grand Master a trowel fully two feet long, and like
proportioned in other dimensions, hand made, by himself, with mmy name
imprinted upon it, and told me it was for my official use in actually,
not symbolically, spreading the “cement of brotherly love and affection.”
We appreciate the gift and the spirit in which it was given.

December 16, 1930, I officially visited John J. Mercer Lodge No.
290, A..F.".& A.".M."., Benson, Nebraska and witnessed the conferring
of the Master Masons degree. Six-thirty o’clock, dinner, presided over
by W. .Brother Harold R. Gilfry, Worshipful Master, was served to
about 100 brethren in the temple dining room. With me on this occasion
were M.".W..Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary. W..Lute M. Savage,
Grand Custodian, and W..John W. Disbrow, Grand Tyler, M.".W.'.
Brothers James R. Cain, Jr., Ambrose C. Epperson and Frank H. Wood-
land, Past Grand Masters, and W. .Brother John B. Lichtenwallner,
Stanley P. Bostwick and Jonathan A. Frye, Deputy Custodians. Seven
Worshipful Masters of other Omaha Lodges were also present.

January 9th, 1931, I visited Oliver Lodge No. 38, A.".F.".& A.".M.".,
Seward, Nebraska. All work and lectures were given by Past Masters
in a most ereditable manner. With me on this visit were W. .Brother
Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian, M.".W. .Brother Ira C. Freet, P. G. M.,
W. .Brother Earl Bolen, Deputy Custodian, and W. .Brother Jacob H.
North, P. M,, Lincoln Lodge No. 19.

Januvary 27, 1931, on invitation I visited Nebraska Lodge No. 1,
A F. & AU M., Omaha. This being Past Masters night, the work was
performed by past masters of the lodge in a highly proficient manner.
W.".Brother Henry L. Woodford, Worshipful Master, presided in his
composed and gracious manner. All past masters present responded to
the call of the Master. A dinner was served at which about one hundred
brethren were present. M.".W.".Brother Lewis E. Smith, P. G. M,, and
Grand Secretary addressed the brethren on Masonie charity. This is the
largest and oldest lodge in the jurisdietion. On April 8, 1930, the offi-
cers and brethren of this lodge celebrated the 75th anmiversary of its
founding, with appropriate ceremonies.

April 23, 1931, I visited Auburn Lodge No. 124, A" F.".& A.".M.".
on their Past Masters night, which was under the direction of W.'.
Brother Charles B, Thompson as director of ceremonies. Degree work
and lectures were given by Past Masters, W. .Brother Ernest R. Rey-
nolds, Deputy Custodian, presiding. Following the work a pleasing pro-
gram was presented and after closing the lodge an exhibition drill by
Knights Templar prize drill team, was much enjoyed by the 125 brethren
present. W..Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian and W.'.
Brother Jacob H. North, of Linecoln were in attendance.
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April 24, 1931, in company with W. .Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand
Custodian, and W.".Brother Edwin B. Baer, of Northern Light Lodge
No. 41 A F.".& A.".M."., Stanton, on invitation I visited Pomegranate
Lodge, No. 110 A.".F.".& A.".M.’., Ashland, Nebraska. It was Past
Masters night and work was performed by past masters. A special
feature was the presentation by the Grand Master of a certificate of
proficiency to the officers of the lodge as a recognition of their attain-
ment of better than 99% % of perfect work and lectures in the esoterie
part of our ritual. Attendance was 65 brethren.

INSTALLATION OF GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN AND
GRAND MARSHAL

The above named Officers, on account of unavoidable eircumstances,
were not present at Omaha on June 5th, 1930, for installation into their
respective offices. Therefore, in accord with authority of the Grand
Lodge, I arranged for their installations, as follows:

At an Occasional Communication of the Grand Lodge A.".F..&
A.".M.". of Nebraska, convened at Kearney, Nebraska, June 9th, 1930,
I gave my proxy to R."."'W.".John R, Tapster, Deputy Grand Master, to
install W.".Brother Ralph O. Canaday as Grand Marshal; which was
done.

On June 17th, 1930, I convened an Occasional Communication of the
Grand Lodge, at Omaha, and installed R."."W. .Brother Edwin B. John-
ston into the office of Grand Junior Warden, to which he was elected
June 4th, 1930.

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

The ceremony of installing the officers of a Masonic Lodge is one
of great importance. It carries with it a renewed consecration to duty
—a rededication to another year of service—a real privilege to every
Mason.

I was happy to comply with the request of the Worshipful Master
of Fremont Lodge No. 15, A.".F.".& A.".M.". and to continue the custom
long established of the Grand Master installing the officers of such
lodge; which I did on the evening of June 6, 1930, in the presence of
about eighty of the Brethren. I was assisted in the ceremony by
‘W. .Brother Lawrence Nichols, as Grand Marshal, and Rev. Brother
Edward L. Baker as Grand Chaplain. I was accompanied on this occa
sion by R.".W.".Brother John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand Master;
W.'.Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian; and W. .Brother Edwin
C. Yont, President Masonic Eastern Star Home.

On invitation of the Worshipful Master of Beatrice Lodge No. 26,
I attended a special communication of the Lodge on June 16, 1930,
called for the purpose of installing officers. Such ceremony was con-
ducted by W.'.Brother Burt Spellman, as installing officer, in a very
dignified and impressive manner, in the presence of fifty Brethren. It
was my pleasure and privilege to present, in behalf of the Lodge, a
past Masters Apron to W.".Brother Ralph Marts, retiring Master, and
later to address the Rrethren on some of the Fundamentals of Masonry.
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In conjunction with the celcbration of the 50th Anniversary of
Albion Lodge No. 78, report of which is covered eclsewhere in this
address, on the evening of June 23, 1930, in Albion, Ncbraska, I installed
the Officers of Albion Lodge No. 78, Crescent Lodge No. 143, and Delta
Lodge No. 230, in joint installation.

On June 26, 1930, I conducted the ceremony for a public installation
of the Officers of East Lincoln No. 210, at their Masonic Temple, 27th
and S Streets, Lincoln. Following the installation ceremony, a very
fine program was arranged for the entertainment and instruction of
Sisters and Brethren attending. The spirit of good fellowship was
manifest by the Brethren of this lodge.

CORNERSTONES LAID

Being out of the State and unable to officiate at the ceremony of
laying the Cornerstone for the new building of the Normal School at
Kearney, Nebraska, on June 9, 1930, I gave my written proxy to
R.".'W.".Brother John R, Tapster, Deputy Grand Master, who performed
the ceremony in an able and efficient manner. He was assisted by the
following named Grand Lodge Officers: W. .Brother Lute M. Savage,
Grand Custodian; W.'.Brother Ralph O. Canaday, Grand Marshal; and
M.".W.".Charles A. Chappell, Past Grand Master. The music was fur-
nished by the State Normal Band. An appropriate and inspiring address
was given by Brother Reuben V. Clark.

September 8th, 1930, I laid the Cornerstone of the new Masonic
Temple being erected by Canopy Lodge No. 209 at Elmwood, Nebraska,
their former building having been destroyed by fire. I was assisted
in this ceremony by R..W.".Brother John R. Tapster, Decputy Grand
Master; M..W.".Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary; W.'.Brother Lute
M. Savage, Grand Custodian as Grand Marshal; W. .Brother Archie M.
Smith, Grand Senior Deacon; W.'.Brother Virgil R. Johnson, Grand
Juuior Deacon; and W." .Brother John W, Disbrow, Grand Tyler. Brother
Fred C. Foster, No. 54, as Grand Orator, delivered the address for the
occasion.

On Deceember 10th, 1930, I laid the cornerstone of the new High
School Building at Sidney, Nebraska, by request of the proper autho-
rities, through Frank Welech Lodge No. 75, A F..& ACM.. I was
assisted in this by W.".Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian and
W.".Brother Ralph O. Canaday, Grand Marshal. Rev. Brother Keith
of Alliance, a former resident of Sidney gave a very fine address.

On April 20, 1931, with the assistance and generous co-operation of
the officers and members of Fremont Lodge No. 15, A.".F.".& A.".AL".
Mt. Tabor Commandery Knights Templar as escort, the Tangier Temple
Shrine Band of Omaha, fifteen of our own girls from the Home at
Fremont as flower girls, Eiecta Chapter ladies quartette of Lincoln and
the Grand Lodge Officers, I laid the cornerstone of the Veazie Memorial
building being constructed as a {ifth unit of our buildings on the
Masonic Eastern Star Home grounds at Fremont. Preceding our cere-
mony, Brother Charles E. Abbott of Fremont in a short address paid
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tribute to our late Brother Charles B. Veazie, whose bequest of several
thousands of dollars had made the event possible. Since our Fremont
Home is operated on an cqual partnership basis by the Grand Lodge
ACF & A M., of Nebraska, and the Grand Chapter O. E. 8,, State
of Nebraska, it wus fitting that the assembly should hear from the
representative of the ‘‘other partner’’. At my request Sister Nan
Martin, Worthy Grand Matron, gave a very fine and appropriate brief
address. A very excellent address was delivered by our own Grand
Orator, W. .Brother Paul C. Johnston, D. D., in his usual cloquent and
pleasing manner. Grand Lodge Officers assisting in the ceremonies
were R.".W.".Brother John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand Master; R W. LT,
Dean Ringer, Grand Senior Warden; R.".W. .Brother Edwin B. Johnston,
Grand Junior Warden; M..W. .Brother Lewis E. Smith, Grand Seecre-
tary; W..Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian as Grand Marshal;
and W. .Brother John W. Disbrow, Grand Tyler. A goodly number of
our Sisters and Brothers from distant places, as well as from nearby,
were present, which considering the disagrecable weather, spoke well
for their zeal in the cause, and their interest in our important under-
taking at Fremont,
DEDICATIONS

On April 10th, 1931, an occasional communication of the Grand
Lodge was held, to perform the Ceremony for the Dedication of the
new Masonic Hall, recently erected by Canopy Lodge No. 209 at Elm-
wood, Nebraska, I was assisted in this ceremony by R.".W.'.Brother
John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand Master; R.".W. .Brother J. Dean Ringer,
Grand Scenior Warden; W. .Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian as
Grand Marshal; W. .Brother Virgil R. Johnson, Grand Junior Deacon;
and W. .Brother Jacob H. North, Ceremonial Treasurer. Music for the
occasion was furnished by the Plattsmouth Masonic Male Quartette.
Following the ceremony of dedication, musical selections were furnished
by the quartette, also vocal solos by Brother Cloidt, a member of the
quartette, and Sister Opal Williams, Worthy Matron of Ideal Chapter
No. 181, Eastern Star at Elmwood. W.".Brother Herman N. Mattley of
Liberty Lodge No. 300, as Grand Orator, gave an address appropriate to
the occasion. The ceremony was preceded by a cafeteria dinner served
by the Sisters of the Eastern Star, which was enjoyed by about two
hundred fifty hungry people.

GOLD JORDAN MEDAL

With the death of Brother Owen W. Cotton, Lincoln Lodge No. 19,
who held the Gold Jordan Medal and who died October 13, 1930, with
a record of Masonic membership of 66 years, 9 months, and 20 days,
the Gold Jordan Medal was open to award to the next oldest Nebraska
affiliated resident Master Mason.

On October 20, 1930, I directed our Grand Secretary to cause in-
quiry to be made throughout the jurisdiction for claimants for the honor
of receiving this medal, setting as the latest date for filing such claim,
November 15, 1930. On November 15th, I officially awarded the medal
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to Brother Othman A. Abbott, a charter member of Ashlar Lodge No.
33, A& A M. of Grand Island, Necbraska, who was made a
Master Mason May 23, 1864. After conference by W. .Brother I'red C.
Clark, Master of Ashlar Lodge No. 33, with Brother Abbott, and his
son O. A. Abbott Jr., the date set for presentation of the medal was
December 11, 1930, at which time it was my delight to honor our ven-
erable brother by presenting to him the Gold Jordan Medal, in open
lodge in the presence of about 150 brethren.

A short but appropriate program was arranged by the Worshipful
Master of Ashlar Lodge No. 33. Brother B. H. Payne, in a brief address
paid tribute to our worthy brother in whose honor we had assembled.
Brother Abbott, in addition to his many years of service to Masonry
was active in eivie affairs as well; a veteran, of the war of the rebellion;
a man who contributed much toward the progress of our commonwealth.
We honor him for his contribution to human welfare.

I was accompanied on this occasion by the following named Grand
Lodge Officers: R.".W. .Brother Edwin B. Johnston, Grand Junior Ward-
en; W..Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian; W. .Brother Archie
M. Smith, Grand Senior Deacon.

FIFTY-YEAR SERVICE BUTTONS

In my opinion one of the finest things this Grand Body has ever
done is that of authorizing the award of a Gold Service button to our
Worthy brethren in recognition of 50 years of Masonic life and service,
and which I believe is appreciated more by the recipients than any
other thing we might have done.

On November 11, 1930, I had the delight of visiting Wisner Lodge
ACFC.&AM..,, No. 114 and personally presenting to Brother
Kenower, a member of Wisner Lodge, a 50 year service Button, in the
presence of about 50 brethren. I was accompanied by R."."W.'.John R.
Tapster, Deputy Grand Master and W. .Brother Archie M. Smith, Grand
Senior Deacon. A most delightful fellowship was enjoyed and the real
spirit of Masonry was manifest.

On April 28, 1931, one of the most outstanding events in my admin-
istration occurred in my own Lodge, when W. .Brother Harold A.
Osborne, Master of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, A.".F.".& A.".M.". honored
our distinguished M.".W.".Brother Henry H. Wilson for his 50 years of
Masonie Service in Lincoln Lodge No. 19 by making M.'.W. .Brother
Wilson the guest of honor at a 6:30 o’clock dinner. It was my dis-
tinguished honor and delight and one of the greatest privileges as well,
to present to M.".W.".Brother Wilson a 50-year service Button. I could
not find words to adequately express to Brother Wilson our heartfelt
appreciation for his splendid service not only to Masonry but to our
commonwealth and to our nation which he has done so generously, and
well. I was accompanied on this occasion by M.".W. .Brother Lewis
E. Smith, Past Grand Master and Grand Secretary; M.'.W.'.Brother
John Wright, Past Grand Master and M.".W.". Samuel S. Whiting, Past
Grand Master.
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APPLICATION FOR DISPENSATION FOR NEW LODGE

In June, 1930, I received an informal petition from twenty-two
Brethren living at Dorchester, Nebraska, asking for a dispensation to
form a Masonic Lodge at that point. Having had personal knowledge
of certain undesirable conditions formerly prevailing in Doric Lodge No.
118, now extinet, located at Dorchester, I felt it necessary to make very
careful investigation which I did, by personal contact with many of the
Brethren, and with the assistance of W. .Brother Lute M. Savage,
Grand Custodian. After much deliberation and careful eonsideration, I
deeided that the best interests of Masonry would not be served by grant-
ing such dispensation. I therefore declined to comply with the request
and so advised the petitioners.

SPECIAL DISPENSATIONS

I have issued a total of eleven special dispensations, for which
proper fees have been paid and forwarded to our Grand Sceretary.

Most of these were to cover election and for installation of officers
out of time, which were occasioned by unavoidable circumstances, with
one cxception. Having learned that one lodge had for some years past
knowingly neglected to elect a treasurer, which act was in violation of
our law, I ordered the Worshipful Master of the lodge to remit the fee
and request a special dispensation to elect and install a treasurer, which
was done.

Only three of the eleven dispensations were issued to confer degrees
in less than the required time; two of which were issued to candidates
who were leaving the jurisdiction for an extended period, and one who
was called to military service.

I refused a dispensation to confer the degree of Master Mason, on
a Brother who had waited more than four years since receiving his
Felloweraft Degree, and whose only excuse for haste was that he wanted
to receive his degree along with another brother who was entitled to
receive it, I decided that it would do no hMarm to wait another month.

I also refused to waive the fee paid for dispensation to confer
M. M. degree on a West Point graduate, commissioned an officer, and
who was called from furlough to military service. I believe that the
provisions in Section 131 of our law, for waiving the fee was not in-
tended to apply in cases similar to the foregoing.

It is my convietion that the granting of Special Dispensations by
the Grand Master should be restricted to emergencies only and that
their issue should be the exception rather than the rule; and especially
should this be true as to dispemsation for the conferring of degrees
without regard to time, which should not be granted, unless it is to
promote the progress of symbolic Masonry, and not to satisfy a personal
desire of the candidate. True, it is a prerogative of the Grand Master to
grant such dispensation, but why abuse the privilege for no good purpose.
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BY-LAWS APPROVED

The usual numerous amendments to by-laws were submitted; all
those which were in conformity to our law, received my approval, some
of them being made necessary by the change made last year, fixing
date of delinquency October Ist.

I refused approval of two amendments which had the cffect of
automatic suspension for non-payment of dues, such amendments not
being in accord with our law, which gives every brother the right of
duc notice and a fair trial.

EXTENDING TIME ON EXAMINATIONS

In accordance with provisions of Section 66, of our law, I have on
proper request of the Worshipful Master of the lodge and for good cause
shown, granted permission to extend the time for examinations for pro-
ficiency in the first section of the lecture in the degree of a Master
Mason.

I waived the requirement of this section of the law, in the case
of a brother who had received his degrees in a Nebraska lodge and
immediately removed to another Grand Jurisdiction and later requested a
demit to affiliate with a lodge, without having been examined as we
require under Section 66. On taking the matter up with such juris-
diction we were told that they did not require proficiency, hence I
waived the requirement and authorized the issuance of the demit.

CHANGES IN MEETING PLACES

A few requests have been received from lodges, for permission, for
good cause shown, to change from one place of meeting to another in
the same town; which requests I have granted after investigation as
to cause for moving, and after receipt of a certificate signed by three
Past Masters of the lodge, stating that the new location was safe and
suitable for Masonic lodge purposes.

REINSTATEMENTS

Good workers are frequently rewarded (?) by being given more
work to do. I reappointed W.'.Bernard N. Robertson, W. .Charles H.
Marley and M.".W.".Andrew H. Viele, to continue to serve as advisory
to the Grand Master on reinstatements,

The usual number of applications have been referred to this Com-
mittee, which has given its very careful and painstaking investigation
and consideration to each case. I have followed the recommendation of
the Committee in every instance, as I am confident its decisions are
such as are for the best interests of the fraternity. I want to commend
this committee for its good work. Continued improvement may be made
in avoiding the necessity of the return of the application to the lodge
and to the applicant for a proper completion of the blank and to obtain
information necessary to the Committee before a decision can be given.
This neglect entails delay in handling the matter, and also additional
work for all concerned, which could be avoided if the Worshipful
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Master and Secretary of the lodge receiving the petition would see to it
that all information as indicated on the blank be supplied before action
is taken by the lodge.

On request of a former member of Lebanon Lodge No. 58, A.".F.".&
A..M.., now extinct, who was suspended by the Grand Lodge in 1930,
and who had paid the amount of his delinquency to the Grand Secretary,
I declared the Brother restored to membership, and directed that a
demit be issued to the Brother.

MASONIC EDUCATION

The above subject is one of vast scope and which perhaps has been
given, in recent years, more earnest, studious consideration by thinking
Masons than almost any other one subject, and is no doubt one of the
most important matters before the Masonic fraternity for its comsidera-
tion today.

Masonic Education is more than a systematic training of intellectual
faculties, it should, in its true sense embrace the proper development
of the whole man in those qualities of being, and those virtues which
are essential to the mental, moral, social and spiritual progress of man-
kind. The whole scheme of Masonry deals with the education of the
individual.

We have in our Grand Jurisdiction, a most efficient Grand Custodian
and Corps of Deputy Custodians, who are doing a fine work and giving
valuable instruction in our ritual, which is very necessary, but in addi-
tion to a knowledge of our ritual, we need ritual interpretation as well.
We need further, an awakening in our membership, and a fuller knowl-
edge and appreciation of the high ideals and standards of the Masonic
Institution.

Early in June, last year, I appointed the following named Brethren
as a Committee on Masonic Education:

M. .W. .Charles A. Chappell, Chairman.
W. .Chancellor A, Phillips.

W. .Frank E. Clark.

W. . William A. Robbins.

Brother Edward L. Baker.

The Committee organized its corps of speakers to work in conjune-
tion with the Central Schools and other Masonic meetings and work
progressed. In November, 1930, M.".W.".Brother Chappell, found it im-
possible to continue his work on this Committee, and at his very in-
sistent request, I very reluctantly accepted his resignation as Chairman,
and as a member of the Committee, and appointed W.".Brother William
A. Robbins, as Chairman of the Committee, under whose supervision the
work has continued.

So far our activity in Nebraska in Masonic Education has been
limited in its scope and very much experimental. Tt has been confined
largely to addresses given, at Central Schools and at other special meet-
ings by various Brethren from the group of able speakers furnished by
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our Committee. The unfolding of Masonic philosophy by these brethren,
cannot help but accomplish good by tending to advance the moral and
spiritual interest of our Brethren; but I am wondering whether we are
reaching in this line of work, as many of our Brethren as we should.
Masonic Education as well as all education, is based upon a mutuality
between the giver or instructor, and the student or receiver of such
instruction. We cannot educate until the desire for knowledge is mani-
fest in the individual to be educated. Our first duty, therefore, in
Masonic Education, is to inspire our membership with a real desire for
further Masonic instruction, first along fundamental lines.

During recent years many of our lodges have to a great extent be-
come degree mills only, Our candidates receive the ‘‘work’’ and lec-
tures, and if we have in our ceremonies, inspired them with higher
ideals and loftier purposes, we are fortunate if they do not soon lose
interest, since our officers and Brethren frequently pay little or no
attention to them and they are given nothing to do along the line of
further Masonic interpretation. In my opinion a plan should be adopted
that will first interest our officers of the lodge, then the newly made
Brethren. I would suggest as a first step, the presenting to all newly
made Entered Apprentice Masons a copy of the large Monitor of our
ceremonies. I believe this would be interesting to our candidates, and
since it contains many explanatory notes it would give the Brother much
additional information. We also need a medium of regular communica-
tion to our lodges, a bulletin, or a publication of some kind to dissem-
inate Masonic information to our brethren. This could be handled
through the Committee on Masonic Education. Then, too, this Grand
Lodge already has the foundation for a good Masoni¢ Library which
at a very limited expense each year could be made of much more value
to the Craft and much greater benefit to this Grand Jurisdiction, by
providing for a traveling or eirculating library. I briefly mention these
things, realizing that they are mere suggestions, and would still be
experimental. T recommend that the necessary appropriation be made,
and that the Committee on Masonic Education be continued on its present
basis for another year, but not as a permanent committee to be created
by constitutional amendment. T believe that this Grand Body is not
ready to adopt, as permanent, a work that is still only experimental.

CENTRAL SCHOOLS

After a conference with our Grand Custodian, W.".Brother Lute M.
Savage, it was decided to continue the Central Schools of Instruction in
our ritual, on the same basis as last year, that of three days each; the
afternoon of the last day to be given to the conferring of the Master
Masons degree on an actual candidate and the evening meeting under
the auspices of the committee on Masonic Education. Ten schools were
scheduled, to be in charge of the Grand Custodian, with a Deputy
Custodian assisting and were all held as planned. Locations and dates
were as follows:
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Orlcans, September 24-26; Allen, October 1-3;
Falls City, October 8-10; Davenport, October 15-17;
Ord, October 22-24; St. Edwards, October 29-31;
Long Pine, November 5-7; Gordon, January 13-15, 1931;
Potter, January 20-22; Mitchell, January 26-28;

I found it possible to attend seven of these Schools and to address
the brethren more or less briefly on Masonic matters. Most inspiring
addresses were given by the spcakers for the committece on Masonic
Education, among them being Very Worshipful Brother Beecher, our
Grand Chaplain, Brother Edward L. Baker, Brother Reuben V. Clark,
and M.".W. .Brother Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary. I believe that
much good has been accomplished in these meetings, but-my impression
is that a two day school would be equally as cffective. With the Grand
Master and frequently other Grand and Past Grand officers, a repre-
sentative for the George Washington Memorial and then a speaker for
the Educational Committee and brethren from the local eommunity, who
are called upon to speak, it results in making the program too long. My
belief is that the Grand Master or other Grand Officers should not at-
tempt to participate in the mectings fostered by the Committee on
Masonic Eduecation as it results in either a duplication of cffort or a
detraction from the work of the Committee. I would offer the sugges-
tion that the Central Schools and the work of the Masonic Education
committee be separated.

PROMULGATION OF THE WORK

Our work indicated by the above caption continues to progress
under the efficient direction of our Grand Custodian, W.'.Brother Lute
M. Savage, with the able assistance of the twenty Deputy Custodians.
I was very happy to aceept the recommendation of W. .Brother Savage,
and issuc commissions to W.".Brother Doc. L. Redfern and W. .Brother
Austin F. Whitmire as Deputy Custodians. Having becen privileged in
the past to serve as a Deputy Custodian, I believe I can appreciate the
responsibilities that rest upon these twenty brethren.

The report of W.".Brother Savage will reflect the added results of
his own good work, and that of the Deputies, by the increasec in the
number of certified lodges and brethren. I am convinced that more
lodges and brethren have a better knowledge of our ritual than ever
before. I express my appreciation to W..Brother Savage and his Dep-
uties for their untiring service to Masonry.

In order to have our Deputy Custodians free to greet the bLrethren
and extend courtesies at this annual communication, I have with one
cxception relieved them all of work on committees, except that of Visit-
ing Brethren.

HOSPITAL VISITATIONS
With the rceent completion and opening of the New Veterans Hos-
pital at Lineoln, there is presented to the nine Masonic Lodges in Lin-

coln an added responsibility and an opportunity for further Masonie
service to our Brethren. W.".Brother Harold A. Osborne, Master of
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Lineoln Lodge No. 19 is directing the organization of the Masters and
Wardens of the nine lodges in Lincoln into a Hospital Service Club, the
purpose of which organization will be to furnish a visitation committee
to visit the Hospital regularly and render such service to our afflicted
brethren as is possible. The territory served by this Hospital is all of
the State of Nebraska and ten counties in Western Iowa. The Secre-
taries of our Nebraska Lodges can render valuable assistance in this
matter by writing to the Secretary of the Hospital Service Club, 236
South 11th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, giving the names of all members
of their respective lodges who are confined in the Veterans Hospital at
Lincoln. This is a new field for real service by the Lincoln Lodges and
deserves the support of every Mason.

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARIES

But three of our lodges were entitled to celebrate their fifty years
of progress this year. Nelson No. 77, Albion No. 78, and Geneva No. 79.

Prior to the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge in 1930,
W. .Brother John R. Smith, Master of Albion Lodge No. 78, took up the
matter of plans for celebrating the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Charter-
ing of his lodge, with M.".W.".Brother Smith, our Grand Secretary. I
gave my permission to hold a public celebration and a very fine program
was worked out.

On June 23rd, 1930, in company with R.".W.".Brother John R. Tap-
ster, Deputy Grand Master, I attended an open meeting held at the City
Park at Albion. Brethren from the three lodges in Boone County,
Albion, St. Edwards, and Primrose, and their families, numbering about
three hundred were in attendance. Following a brief program covering
the history of Albion Lodge No. 78, by a Past Master of the lodge,
short addresses were made by M..W. .Brother Andrew H. Viele, Past
Grand Master; W. .Brother Edwin H. Gerhardt, Deputy Custodian;
R..W. .Brother John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand Master; and the Grand
Master; after which the proverbial ‘‘feast’’ was spread by the good
ladies of the group, which was enjoyed by all. A recess was then
taken to meet later at the American Legion Auditorium in Albion
where a public joint installation of officers of the three participating
lodges was held which ceremony was a fitting part of the fiftieth anni-
versary celebration, symbolizing as it does a renewal of consecrated
effort at the beginning of another year of service and progress.

I wrote to the Worshipful Masters of Nelson Lodge, No. 77, and
to Geneva Lodge No. 79, calling attention to their 50th anniversaries
and congratulating them on their fifty years of Masonic life. I have
not been advised of any special recognition having been given by these
two lodges. Fifty years of the life of any organization is worthy of
note, and I urge lodges entitled to celebrate their fiftieth anniversaries
to do so by fitting ceremonies. Looking back over the past should en-
able us to profit by our mistakes and should inspire us to more effective
effort for the future.
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OUR SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

In the year 1932 our Diamond Jubilee, the 75th anniversary of the
organization of the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska will
occur. We have celebrated with appropriate ceremonies our 25th and
50th anniversaries as they have occurred, and now with twenty-five
years more added to our service we are approaching not only the 75th
year of our organization, but the completion of 75 years, or three quart-
ers of a century of Masonic progress and accomplishment. Let us re-
joice on this glorious occasion of completing 75 years of service to
humanity,

Our special committee for our 75th anniversary observance is giving
proper consideration to this important event in our Masonic history.
Nebraska Lodge No. 1, A..F.".& A.".M.". is planning, co-ordinate with
the Grand Lodge, for the proper unveiling and dedication of a monu-
ment or marker furnished by W.".Brother William S, Heller, and to be
placed in the city park at Bellevue, Nebraska, which monument is to
designate by description the location of the first Masonie Lodge Hall in
Nehraska.

Now, Brethren, let me repeat and say to you, let us make the
crowning event of our 75th anniversary observance the dedication of a
new building at the Plattsmouth Home for use of our Brethren there,
made possible by a free will contribution from the 42,000 Nebraska
Masons and our praise shall be to the Father of us all.

FINANCING TEMPLE BUILDINGS

Too much care cannot be exercised in the financing of Masonic
Temple Buildings, and to protect the finances of our constituent lodges
from loss; more supervision should be given by this Grand Lodge to
building projects carried on by Temple Craft Building Corporations, in
which our lodges become a party by becoming stockholders,

In one instance this year, where foreclosure proceedings were im-
minent, I was called in counsel with the Temple Board and Officers of
the lodge; and after careful consideration of a plan suggested and
later adopted, but which required the lodge to assume heavier financial
responsibility, the foreclosure of the mortgage on the Temple building
was averted. This condition might not have occurred if proper super-
vigsion by the Grand Lodge had been permitted before building was con
structed. Some of our lodges are burdened with exeessive dues or assess-
ments occasioned by obligations assumed in constructing Temple build-
ings. If Masonic relief is requested in these lodges, they have no funds
for such purpose.

Our lodges have suffered from the professional high-powered salesman
for some corporation organized to promote temple building and apparent-
ly whose only interest is that of collecting their fees, whether their ¢‘in-
tensive campaign’’ for raising the funds with which to build is com-
pleted or not. Why should our lodge funds be used in paying strangers
to organize a campaign to raisc money for building when every lodge
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has members equally able to perform such service? In faet, it is an
improper use of our Masonic funds, when handled by a lodge, and I be-
lieve also it is when authorized by a Temple Craft board, as they are
still Masonic funds.

I am firmly convinced that for the welfare of our lodges, before any
constituent lodge may become a stockholder in any Temple Craft or
similar Masonic Building corporation, the articles of incorporation, def-
inite plan of finance, plans of building, provisions for upkeep, rental
requirement of the lodge for use and occupancy of the building and all
matters which affect the constituent lodge or Grand Lodge, should be
submitted to the Grand Lodge or Grand Master and receive definite
approval. I believe, also, that the Grand Lodge should have something
to say as to leasing to certain undesirable tenants, whose occupancy
would not reflect credit to Masonry, and who should be excluded from
any Masonic building controlled by a Temple Craft Association.

AUTHORITY TO BORROW MONEY

In accordance with the provisions of Section 89 C of our law, on
request of the lodge and upon satisfactory financial showing to me, I
have given authority to the lodges indicated below to borrow money for
building purposes:

Western Star Lodge No. 2, Nebraska City .............. ....$10,000.00
Mason City Lodge No, 170, Mason City ....ooeevvunnvnnns. .. 1,000.00
Oliver Lodge No. 38, Seward, Nebraska ......ccoooveuien.... 10,000.00
Canopy Lodge No. 209, Elmwood, Nebraska ...... 050000000 2,500.00

In each instance the proper showing has been made that the income
to the lodges will be sufficient to provide for all fixed charges and will
liquidate the obligation, within a reasonable time, without placing a
burden upon the membership.

INSUFFICIENT DUES

In many instances I believe our lodges are not collecting sufficient
dues from the membership to properly meet future financial demands
and obligations. We have fifty-eight lodges, the dues of which range
from $2.75 to $4.50 per year. Many of them have no surplus funds or
relief funds, but are apparently collecting only sufficient to cover lim-
ited current expenses. Brethren, this matter should be given very
serious consideration. With the passing of time, our lodges will more
and more be called upon for financial relief to its distressed brethren;
and while we are not an alms giving institution, we do have a duty
toward the welfare of our brethren and their dependents and when the
need is manifest our lodges should be in a financial position to respond
to such need, and not be compelled to say we have no money for wel-
tare use. I firmly believe that no lodge should collect less than $5.00
annual dues, which after paying Grand Lodge dues leaves only $3.00 for
local use. I recommend that the minimum dues collected by Nebraska
Lodges shall be five dollars per member per year.




” e |

660 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [OMAHA,

OLD TRADING POST LOGS

Complying with a resolution presented by M.'.W.".Brother George
H. Thummel, and adopted by this Grand Body, June, 1930, authorizing
a special committee of three to investigate the desirability of the Grand
Lodge purchasing the old logs offered for sale as those coming from the
building in which the first lodge room in Bellevue was located, I ap-
pointed W.'.Brother Frank Wilcox, W. .Brother Charles Bradley and
W.".Brother Robert J. Jones, as the committee.

INVADING JURISDICTIONS

On September 25th, 1930, the Secretary of North Star Lodge, No.
227, advised me that on June 4th, 1930, North Star Lodge, No. 227, re-
ceived a petition for initiation, which was referred to a Committee, and
reported favorably on July 2nd, 1930. Petitioner was elected and on
September 10th, 1930, said petitioner received the entered apprentice
degree. The following evening the newly made entered apprentice in
company with the Worshipful Master of North Star Lodge visited East
Lincoln Lodge Number 210 to witness work in the Entered Apprentice
degree, where it was learned that the petitioner had on April 11, 1912,
petitioned East Lincoln Lodge, No. 210, and had been rejected. On
investigation, I found that the petitioner did not disclose to No. 227,
that he had previously been rejected, hence the latter lodge acted in
good faith., I suggested that East Lincoln No. 210 be rcquested to
waive jurisdiction, but such waiver was denied. I then directed the
lodges interested as follows: the petitioner, having been previously re-
jected by East Lincoln Lodge No. 210, was under the jurisdiction of
said lodge; North Star Lodge No. 227 was without authority to receive
and ballot upon the petition; was without authority to proceed further
in the conferring of the F.".C.". or M.".M.". degrees; and that the con-
ferring of the Entered Apprentice was not void but irregular. I directed
that the fees collected by North Star Lodge, No. 227, less the amount to
be remitted to the Grand Lodge, be remitted to East Lincoln Lodge No.
210, and that all proccedings of North Star Lodge relating to this peti-
tion be immediately certified to East Lincoln Lodge for the latter’s
record and that future action be in the hands of East Lincoln Lodge,
No. 210.

Early in my administration a question of jurisdiction between
Wahoo I.odge No. 59, and St. John’s Lodge, No. 25 was presented to me
by Officers of 8t. John’s Lodge; Wahoo Lodge claiming Jurisdietion
on a candidate upon whom St. John’s Lodge had conferred the three
degrees of Symbolic Masonry. I held a joint conference in Omaha with
some of the officers and members of both lodges and after discussion I
suggested that St, John’s Lodge request waiver of jurisdiction from
Wahoo Lodge; which was done, but which waiver was refused by
Wahoo Lodge, No. 59. There being some apparent complications in the
case, I in accordance with Section 216, of our law, appointed a com-
mittee consisting of R..W.".Brother John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand
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Master, of North Bend Lodge, No. 119; W.".Brothers Frank E. Smith, of
Fremont Lodge, No. 15, and Henry E. Schemmel of Hooper Lodge, No.
72, to investigate the matter and report findings to me, which they did
as follows:

First: ‘‘That St. John’s Lodge No. 25, did invade the jurisdiction
of Wahoo Lodge, No. 59, in that the said St. John’s Lodge, No. 25,
initiated, passed, and raised Brother —————————— ag follows: In-
itiated October 11, 1928, passed November 15, 1928; and raised Decem-
ber 27, 1928, after having been rejected by Wahoo Lodge, No. 59, Sep-
tember 7, 1927, and again on July 4th, 1928, less than six months after
rejection, without waiver of Jurisdiction and in violation of Section
110 of the law.’’

Second: *¢That St. John’s Lodge, No. 25, did receive and act upon
the petition of Brother —————————— in violation of Section 99 which
section requires a twelve months residence.’’

Third: ‘‘That while St. John’s Lodge, No. 25, may have acted in
good faith they did not make “diligent investigation”, thereby being
remiss in their duty.

Fourth: That Brother —————————— in his petition to St. John’s
Lodge, No. 25, on September 6, 1928, stated that he had ‘‘never made
application to or been rejected by any lodge of Freemasons’’ when in
fact he had been rejected by Wahoo Lodge No. 59 twice within a year,
on September 7, 1928, and July 4, 1928. FURTHER, in the questionnaire
signed by —— prior to his being rejected by Wahoo Lodge
No. 59, in his answer to question 10, which reads, ‘‘Do you belong to
any society or organization that is opposed to Freemasonry’’? his answer
was ‘‘NO’’, yet in a letter addressed to the ‘‘Brethren of St. John’s
Lodge, No. 25, A" F.".& A.".M.".”’, dated June 5th, 1930, he says, ‘‘our
Church organization, the Evangelical Covenant of America is absolutely
against any and all secret organizations.’’

In accordance with the foregoing facts, I directed as follows:

First, that St. John’s Lodge, No. 25, should be required to certify
their action and return the fee, less the amount paid to the Grand
Secretary, to Wahoo Lodge No. 59, as per Section 99. Second, that Wahoo
Lodge No. 59, after certification by St. John’s Lodge, No. 25, be re-
quested to waive jurisdietion to St. Johns. Third, that if and when
jurisdietion is waived to St. John’s Lodge, No. 25, by Wahoo, No. 59,
that St. John’s be directed to at once file charges against Brother

The following facts were given me by the Sceretary of Grafton
Lodge, No. 172. A single man, who for the past two years has been
working at Geneva, with his brother, but who claimed his home to be
with his parents at Lushton, Nebraska, where he went from Geneva, each
Saturday, and returned to his work at Geneva on Monday, petitioned
Grafton Lodge on November 7th, 1930, for the degrees of Masonry. His
petition was received December 3rd, and referred to a committee on
January 7th, 1931; the committee having reported favorably, ballot was
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spread and petitioner was elected. A question as to jurisdietion was
raised by Geneva Lodge, No. 79, they elaiming it on account of the
petitioner having voted at Geneva at the November election in 1930.
No degrees having been conferred, I ruled that when the petitioner voted
at Geneva, November 4th, 1930, he lost his Masonie residence at Lushton.
That his eleetion by Grafton Lodge, No. 172, was void, account lack of
jurisdietion and his petition should be withdrawn under Section 108 of
our law, and the fee returned to the petitioner.

DISCIPLINE

Cases of a disciplinary nature coming to the attention of the
Grand Master this year are indeed few in number; which to me indicates
first, that offenses are not numerous, and second that the lodges are
trying to more ncarly conform to proper standards of justice and right.

Among cases reported to me for consideration was the report of
the proceedings of a trial held in North Bend Lodge, No. 119. A Brother
of this lodge was arrested by the eivil authorities for possession of
seven-eighths of a gallon of intoxicating liquor, was arraigned in court,
plead guilty to the charges and was fined $100.00 and costs, which the
defendant paid. The Junior Warden of the lodge in the performance of
his official duty, preferred charges, in the lodge, against the offending
Brother for unmasonie eonduct by virtue of disobedience of the law of
the Jand, and his obligation as a Mason. Trial was held in aceordance
with our law. The Brother plead guilty and asked for mercy from the
lodge. The lodge by proper vote gave the offender one year’s definite
suspension.  After carefully reviewing the case and concluding that
the penalty assessed by the lodge was not adequate for the offense, nor
the sentence in accord with the high moral standards of Masonry, nor
such as to tend to ‘maintain the reputation of the fraternity unsullied’’,
I therefore set aside the penalty of one year’s suspension assessed by
the lodge and remanded the case back to the lodge for a reconsidera-
tion of the penalty inflicted by the lodge. I directed the Worshipful
Master of North Bend Lodge, No. 119, to assemble his lodge in acecord-
ance with lawful provisions for such rcconsideration and to advise me
the date as to when such communication would be held. On March 26th,
1931, I visited a communication of the above named lodge and directed
the Seecretary to recad my order to the Worshipful Master, after which
I talked to the Brethren as to their duties in maintaining the high moral
standards and dignity of our institution, telling them that I was giving
their lodge an opportunity to maintain its good name and establish a
record that would be supported by the Grand Lodge, which has always
taken a very definite stand in matters of law obedience and observance.
The lodge then voted a penalty of indefinite suspension, by a very sub-
stantial majority, against the offending Brother. Believing that the
lodge had corrected its former error and that the new sentence was
adequate for the offense, since no sale of liquor had been alleged in the
charges, I permitted it to stand.
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CHAIN PRAYER LETTERS

The ever present nuisance—the Chain Prayer letters being sent to
members of the Masonic Fraternity still continue to annoy our Brethren.

They are more ingenious than ever. Some of them trying, appar-
ently, to advertise some kind of a lottery. Brethren, let me say that
such insidious letters challenge the intelligence of our Masonic Mem-
bership in trying to prey upon the ignorance and superstition of human
kind. I say consign such letters to the waste basket where they belong
—do I need to say more?

USE OF QUESTIONNAIRE

My attention has been ecalled by our Grand Secretary, to the few
requests received by him, from the Secretaries of Lodges, for the ques-
tionnaire blanks.. This condition might indicate that the Masters
and Secretaries of Lodges are not complying with the last part of
Section 119-A of our law, which requires the completion of the ques-
tionnaire by the petitioner, before the ballot can be spread.

I want to seriously admonish the Masters of our Lodges to see that
in every instance the questionnaire is completed and returned for the
use of the committee on investigation. This questionnaire forms the
basis for proper investigation, and is of the utmost importance.

Improper investigation of petitioners by the Committee, has been
the cause of many serious difficulties in our eonstituent Lodges. Look
well to the portals of our Lodges.

GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL MEMORIAL
ASSOCIATION

On February 23, 24, 1931, accompanied by M. .W. .Lewis E. Smith,
Grand Secretary and Brother Edward Huwaldt, Chairman for Nebraska,
I attended the 21st Annual Convention of the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial Association, held at Alexandria, Virginia.

Forty-four Grand Jurisdictions were represented. Out of fifty con-
tributing Jurisdictions, Nebraska stands 42nd on the list, with but fifty
percent of our original request of one dollar per member to our ecredit;
and when we compare this with contributions ranging from one dollar
to three dollars per member made by other Jurisdictions, we Nebraska
Masons, cannot take very much pride in the results of our ten years of
intermittent effort. We have made progress in the past three or four
yvears, and I hope we can continue to do so.

Brethren, if we as individual Masons could visualize the real sig-
nificance of this magnificent Memorial, we would better appreciate the
privilege of having a part in giving this enduring tribute to the Masonic
““Father of his Country’’. This is a tribute not only to George Wash-
ington, the Man and Mason, but to Masonry itself and to those qualities
of Masonic prineiples and ideals which have made possible, through
Washington’s greatness, our enjoyment of these Masonic privileges in
this Great Nation.
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The George Washington Bicentennial Commission of the Federal
Government is extending its organization for the celebration of the Two
Hundredth Anniversary of the Birth of George Washington, in 1932, in
the cities and towns of the United States. The observance of this great
historical event will be Nation-wide, and every Masonie Lodge in our
jurisdiction should give recognition, by holding appropriate ceremonies.
I have given permission to Brother Sol Bloom, Associate Director, of the
United States Commission to send a letter to each lodge in Nebraska, in
which he is asking co-operation of the Brethren and proper observance
of the great occasion. Doubtless our Committee on Masonic Education
will suggest programs for proper observance of the occasion in our
Constituent Lodges. I ask your hearty support. It is our patriotic and
Masonic duty as well as privilege.

One of the outstanding events in the Celebration of the 200th Anni-
versary of George Washington’s birth, will be the dedication of the
Masonie Memorial Building at Alexandria, Va., during the second week
in May, 1932, by the Masons of the United States, through the Grand
Lodge, A.".F.".& A."."M.". of Virginia. It is the suggestion and hope of
the Executive Committee of the Memorial Association that each Grand
Lodge of this country formally open a communication and be in session
in Alexandria at the time of dedication, and officially participate. The
Grand Lodge of Virginia will extend an invitation so there would be no
invasion of territory. To my mind it would be a fine thing for Nebraska
to comply with the suggestion of the Committee thereby enabling us to
show in our own records, our official participation in this outstanding
Masonic event. I suggest that Nebraska be represented at the dedication
ceremony by our Grand Master, our Grand Secretary and one other
member of the Grand Lodge—three representatives—thus making a
symbolic lodge.

I express my appreciation for the good work of our State Chairman
Brother Edward Huwaldt and also of our District Chairmen for the
zeal with which they have worked and for the results obtained. I reec-
ommend that our present plan of voluntary contribution to the Memo-
rial Association be continued another year and in addition that an
appropriation of an amount equal to five cents per member per year
for a period of five years be made by this Grand Lodge.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON DELINQUENT DUES AND
SUSPENSIONS

Complying with the direction of this Grand Lodge of June, 1930,
that a special committee of three be appointed to consider the subject
of delinquent dues and suspensions, I named M.".W.".Brother Ira C. Freet,
Past Grand Master, Brother William J. Breckenridge, Secretary Midwest
Lodge, No. 317, and W.".Brother Walter E. Erickson, Secretary of Temple
Lodge, No. 175, as the special committee to give consideration to this
important subjeet. A conference of the members of the committee was
held at Omaha at which M.".W.".Brother Smith, our Grand Secretary was
present. In a discussion of the subject it was the belief of the members
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of this conference that the Secretary of the lodge could be one of the
most important factors in holding delinquent dues down to a minimum
and of preventing suspensions. It was suggested by Brother Brecken-
ridge, that much good would result from holding five or six District
Conferences of the Secretaries of the lodges, at convenient points in the
State; and on approval of the Grand Master, as an experiment, one
such conference was held at Hastings, Nebraska, on March 24th, 1931.
This meeting was well represented from lodges within about seventy-five
miles of Hastings, not only by secretaries but by other officers of the
lodge. Our Grand Secretary M.".W. .Brother Smith, at the afternoon
gession conducted a ‘‘round table’’ discussion and answered many ques-
tions which were propounded to him. The Brethren entered freely into
discussions and real interest was manifest. An evening session was
held at which M.".W.".Brother Ira C. Freet, Chairman of the Committee,
addressed the brethren along the line of the consideration of the special
subject. The Grand Master was present and was privileged to address
the brethren.

I believe that the meeting was well worth while. It gave the
Brethren an opportunity to exchange ideas, and to recite various methods
used by the several secretaries in handling the work of their respective
offices. It not only was beneficial as to delinquent dues and suspensions,
but in handling numerous other matters by the secretaries. I recommend
that our Grand Seeretary be authorized, at his diseretion, to hold during
the coming Masonic year, five distriet conferences for secretaries of con-
stituent lodges, at such time and place as he may deem best.

PENNSYLVANIA’S TWO HUNDRED YEARS OF MASONRY

Progress is not measured by passing years, but by accomplishment.
Anniversaries are but milestones of success or failure, but real progress
in life is development of character. Masonry is the one great institution
which has for its purpose the development of human character. Do we
appreciate its influence and effect for good in our country? Can we
measure the value of the effeet of two hundred years of Masonie in-
fluence? What a wonderful heritage has Pennsylvania in her two
hundred years of Masonice serviece and progress; and well may the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania be justly proud of her privilege to celebrate the
two-hundredth anniversary of Masonry in Pennsylvania,

In October last year I received a personal letter from R.'.W. .Brother
William 8. Snyder, Grand Master of Masons in Pennsylvania inviting
the Grand Master of Ncbraska and one other member of our Grand
Lodge, whom the Grand Master should select to be the Guests of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania on the occasion of the celebration of
two hundred years of Freemasonry, in Pennsylvania, October 11th to
14th, 1931, and express‘lng their desire that every Grand Lodge in the
world with which they have fraternal relations should participate,
through its representatives, in this ecelebration. I replied to
R.".'W.".Brother Snyder that our administration of officers changes in
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June of each yecar but assured him I felt quite confident that the
Grand Lodge of Nebraska would be represented on such an important
occasion, and that T would take a real delight in reporting the recep-
tion of his genecrous invitation and of reccommending to our Grand
Lodge, its acceptance. I do therefore recommend the acceptance of this
invitation; and that our Grand Lodge participate in such celebration and
be represented by our Grand Master and one other member of the Grand
Lodge, whom our Grand Master may seleet.

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

1. In order to provide for proper supervision over all Masonic
Temple building, I recommend that Section 89C of our law be amended
to read as follows: 89C—¢‘No subordinate lodge, either by itself or
through a Temple Craft Association, shall purchase, erect, add to, or
remodel any building or strueture or subseribe for stock in a Temple
Craft Association or similar corporation without first obtaining the ap-
proval of the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge”’.

2. To assist in carrying out the provisions of Section 89C, I ree-
ommend that a Committee of three advisory to the Grand Master be
appointed by him to which all matters pertaining to requests for ap-
proval of Temple building projects shall be referred; and such committee
shall secure such information as may be deemed advisable and report to
the Grand Master its recommendation.

3. The President of our Plattsmouth Home has called my attention
to the fine assistance given by Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6, in holding
emergent communications to give Masonic burial to deceased Brethren
from the Home, even to a point of becoming a burden to the officers
and brethren of Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6. As the number of residents
in the Home increase, the burden will become greater and out of con-
sideration for Plattsmouth Lodge, I recommend that the Grand Master
be authorized to ecach yecar, issue a dispensation, effective only for the
term of his office, to hold, emergent communications only for giving
Masonie burial to deceased brethren who die at the Home. The dispen-
sation to designdte the President, Superintendent, and Physician of the
Home as the three principal officers of the Emergent Lodge, and to be
issued without petition and without payment of dispensation fee.

4. Tt has been only within recent years that this Grand Lodge has
purchased and presented an appropriate Past Grand Masters jewel to
the retiring Grand Master. There are now sixteen Grand Masters who
have served this Grand Body ably and well and who have not received
such jewels. As a partial recognition of their splendid service to us,
I recommend that the Grand Lodge authorize the purchase by the Grand
Secretary of four jewels each year, for the next four years, such jewels
to be presented to the four oldest Past Grand Masters, in point of serv-
ice, each succeeding year until each of the sixteen have received such
jewel.
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5. Section 66 of our law as it now stands requiring that announce-
ment of proficieney shall be made in a Lodge of Master Masons, is in my
opinion unnecessary, ecumbersome and further, is not being complied
with, in some lodges. I believe a slight modification of this Seetion
could be made without impairing its validity. I recommend that Section
66, be amended, permitting the announcement and recording of proficiency
of the Brother to be made in the degree in which examination is made,
providing no objection is raised; if however, objection is raised and it
becomes necessary to put the question to a vote the ballot should be
determined in a lodge of Master Masons.

NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME

A subject dear to the hearts of every Mason in this Grand jurisdie-
tion is the welfare of our unfortunate brethren and their dependents.
I have been privileged this year to have a more intimate knowledge of
the fine work being done in our Home at Plattsmouth by its officers and
trustees. I commend them for their excellent business-like handling of
all matters pertaining to the affairs of the Home, their careful consid-
eration of all residents, and I express to them my deep appreciation for
their fine service. Early in the year the urgent need for additional
housing faecilities at the Home became more apparent. Applications each
month for admission to the Home were more numerous. After careful
consideration I offered a suggestion to the Board of Trustees, that we
provide funds for a new Home building by asking for voluntary con-
tributions from the Nebraska Masons, suggesting the incentive to prompt
the giving. The Board approved the suggestion and on January 28, 1931,
I sent the following letter to the Worshipful Master of each lodge in
the State.

January 28, 1931.
‘“Worshipful and dear Brother:

Let us always remember that ‘‘the three great tenets of Masonie
profession are Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth’’ and that to relieve
the distressed is a duty incumbent on all men, but particularly on
Masons.’’

Nebraska Masonry is doing a most commendable work in providing
and caring for our unfortunate brethren and their dependents in the
Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth and for our orphans in the
Masonic Eastern Star Home at Fremont. With my privilege of a closer
contact with the affairs of these homes during the recent months and a
more intimate knowledge of the fine work the Boards of Trustees of
these homes are doing, I have been given an opportunity to more fully
realize, not only our duty and privilege of relief service in Masonry, but
of our added responsibility as well.

I am taking the liberty of addressing this letter to you, the Master
of your lodge, to acquaint you with certain Masonic matters and to en-
list your sympathy in a most worthy cause, and to ask your opinion of
some plans which I am suggesting; and if they meet with your approba-
tion, to ask your assistance in putting the plans into effect.

The Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth is caring for approxi-
mately one hundred residents, in the Home building and in the Infirm-
ary. The number of residents has gradually incrcased from year to
year, until we have now practically reached the limit of our housing
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facilities and cannot provide for very much of an increase without an
ADDITIONAL BUILDING or an addition to our present Home Building.
The latter alternative of an addition to the present Home Building
should not be entertained for a moment, In fact it would be a real
calamity to extend the fire hazard; as you doubtless know that the
old building is not fire-proof, and we must not think of anything hut a
new fire-proof building.

Our need is almost immediate, not say five years hence, but within
the next year or so. New applications for admission to residence in
the home are being received by the Board of Trustees each month, and
unless provision is made in the necar future for additional room, we
cannot continue much longer to admit worthy cases.

The amount of money in our Building and Improvement fund, which
is accumulated from small part of annual dues to the Grand Lodge, is
not sufficient to provide for a new building, hence we must ask, either
for an increase in Grand Lodge dues, or for a special assessment for the
Building and Improvement fund, or as an alternative, for voluntary
contributions to provide sufficient money for a new building.

The Grand Lodge of Nebraska has the wonderful heritage of nearly
seventy-five years of Masonic service, as on September 23, 1932, we shall
be entitled to celebrate our Diamond Jubilee or seventy-fifth anniversary
of the organization of our Grand Lodge.

Now in recognition of the above, I am offering the suggestion to
the more than 42,000 members of Nebraska Masonic Lodges, THAT
WE MAKE THE CROWNING EVENT of our 75th anniversary cele-
bration, THE DEDICATION OF A NEW HOME BUILDING, at Platts-
mouth, which building will provide the additional, much needed accom-
modations for our gradually increasing number of unfortunate brethren
and their dependents; and to provide for the carrying out of the above,
I am giving the additional suggestion that the Masons of Nebraska,
be requested to voluntarily contribute toward this project, an average
of five dollars per member, or a total of approximately $200,000.00,
which fund, together with what we shall have in the Building and
Improvement Fund will enable us to build for the future, and to erect
a real memorial Building of which we shall all be proud. What more
glorious tribute could we pay to Nebraska Masonry and how eould we
more fittingly celebrate our achievement of seventy-five years of Masonic
service, than by carrying this project through to a successful com-
pletion,

All contributions should be made subject to the conditions that in
the event we should not succeed in raising the special fund of $200,000.00,
by voluntary contributions, all moneys paid in could be returned to the
donors, and we would then be free to go before the Grand Lodge and
ask for the increase in dues or for the assessment. BUT WE CANNOT
FAIL! WE SHALL NOT FAIL! T have confidence in the Masons of
Nebraska and am sure that in the face of our need they will rally to
our call and every man will see his individual responsibility and ecarry
it. In fact I know every Mason will want a part in this ‘‘important
undertaking’’. My thought is to have the colleetion of these contribu-
tions completed by early spring of 1932 and available for use by that
time.

1 believe that there will be a few of the brethren who will not be
able to contribute to this fund, but there will be others who ean, and
will, give much more than five dollars, so that the average will be at
least five dollars per capita.

One good brother has arranged to give ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS
on condition that we raise the $200,000.00. Here is a recal opportunity
for Masonie service in which every brother may exercise his right and
enjoy his privilege.
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My plan is to arrange a very complete set-up as to eommittees, plans,
details, ete., but before I go further into the matter, I would like to
have you give me your personal views and let me know whether yvou
believe the plan to be desirable and workable; also, whether I may
count on your assistance. I also ask that you give me such suggestions
as you may have and care to give.

May I not have reply at your early convenience.

With personal regards, I am, Fraternally,

ORVILLE A. ANDREWS.”’
Grand Master.

The responses from the letters were slow, as many of the Masters
presented the question to their lodges for decision, Replies were received
from 35% of the Masters, and with a few exceptions, were favorable
to the voluntary contribution plan. Plattsmouth Lodge, No. 6, A.".F.".&
A.".M."., in order to show what could be done on this plan has already
secured pledges of two thousand six hundred dollars, from a member-
ship of 256, an average of over $10.00 per member. Brethren, this shows
the right spirit.

To my mind sueh plan is the most desirable. I therefore recom-
mend that the plan, as indicated in the letter, be adopted and that the
ineoming Grand Master appoint a committee of five to adopt detailed
methods and direct the campaign to raise $200,000.00 for an additional
building fund for use at the Plattsmouth Home, such committee to have
full authority to appoint such assisting committees as may seem neces-
sary or desirable.

MASONIC EASTERN STAR HOME

One of the greatest responsibilities confronting the Grand Lodge
A F..& A M., of Nebraska today, and which is shared equally by the
Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star, is our obligation to
and responsibility for the Children resident,in the Masonic Eastern Star
Homes at Fremont. Our apprehension is not of a financial nature,
neither is it the lack of proper housing facilities, but it is that anxiety
which every parent should feel for the welfare of his or her own
children. We are responsible for the proper instruection and development
of character, of some sixty children; for such mental, moral, spiritual,
and physical training as will best build true character, and convert the
youth of today into the ecitizen of tomorrow, equipped for those places
of trust and responsibility in life, so necessary for the stability of our
institutions.

I have been deeply interested in the affairs of the Home and of the
welfare of the Children and have found it possible during my term of
office to attend all meetings of the Board of Trustees, except one regular
meeting in October, last, and a special meeting on February 20th, 1931.
Until January 23rd, 1931, I attended these meetings through courtesy
of an invitation from President W. .Brother Edwin C. Yont; after which
date I attended as an ex-officio member with voice and vote authorized
by an amendment to the Articles of Incorporation, adopted January 23,
1931, at the annual meeting of the Stockholders, which made the Grand
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Master of Masons A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska, and the Grand Matron,
of the Grand Chapter O. E. 8. of Nebraska ex-officio members of the
board.

On August 18th, 1930, I approved for the Grand Lodge A.".F.".&
A.".M."., the by-laws adopted by the Board of Trustees on August 4th,
1930, which, since that time, the Board has been observing. I know
that every member of the Board keenly feels his or her responsibility
and is striving to do everything possible for the best interest of the
Children, and I commend them singly and collectively for their con-
seientious service and thank them for their work.

I have asked the Board to have an inventory made of all property,
based on careful appraisal and to give a complete financial statement
of assets and liabilities of the Corporation, showing the farm properties
separate from the Home properties, and in the future to keep the ae-
counting of the Home and Farm separate. This appraisal will be made
in the near future and the acecounts can then be properly carried. The
Charles B. Veazie bequest has been turned over to the Home Board
and the construction of the Veazie Memorial Building, for which the
Cornerstone was laid on April 20, 1931, is progressing very satisfactorily.
My prayer is, may the Great Architeect of the Universe bless and prosper
our earnest efforts at the Fremont Home.

PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS

How long are we, as a Grand Jurisdietion, going to adhere so tech-
nically to physical requirements of petitioners for our degrees? Are
we justifying our position by a false assumption that sueh requirement
is a so-called ‘‘landmark’’? It would seem that in considering a purely
speculative science which has for its purpose the teachings of ¢‘the
science of life and the art of right living under divine guidance’’ and
the development of character and which has long since ceased to be an
operative craft, we should give less consideration to the physical perfec-
tion of the human body and more to the qualities of being which we
might develop to make the world better. What matters if the physical
body has imperfections, providing the heart is right? If we can be
instrumental in inspiring the proper development of a human soul, why
refuse to do so? There is no doubt that by our technical requirements,
we are depriving good men and true from the privileges of the order
and of their ‘‘being serviceable to their fellow creatures’’, I believe that
where the loss of certain members of the human body is supplied by
artificial means, which would thereby enable the petitioner to comply
with our peculiar rites and ceremonies that such petitioner should not be
ineligible by virtue of such condition, and I recommend that our law
be amended accordingly.

DECISIONS

Numerous letters of inquiry have reached the Grand Master’s
office, many of which were fully covered by our law, therefore it has
not heen necessary to promulgate many new decisions.
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1. On inquiry from Albion Lodge, No. 78, I decided that it is not
proper to hold a public installation of officers in a park, sinee such
installation is contrary to our law, which requires, for public installa-
tion, ‘‘all that constitutes a lodge must be present’’. A lodge is not
complete without lodge room, tilers room, reception room, and prepara-
tion room.

2. On inquiry from MeCook Lodge, No. 135, I decided that a
Masonic Lodge cannot meet over a public pool hall.

3. On inquiry from Kenesaw Lodge No. 144 as follows:

A Brother suspended from his lodge 15 years ago for non-payment
of dues writes to the Secretary asking what amount is necessary to
effect his reinstatement and on being informed remits the amount to the
Secretary and requests reinstatement. The Secretary then sends the
Brother the necessary special reinstatement blank together with a receipt
for the amount paid. The Brother then apparently decides that he does
not want to complete the blank and effect his reinstatement and returns
the blank and receipt for payment to the Secretary and asks for the
return of his payment. Query: Shall the money be retained by the
lodge in payment of his delinquency, or shall it be returned to the
Brother? I decided that the payment was made for reinstatement and
not to cover delinquency at the time of suspension, and as the actual
petition for reinstatement did not accompany the remittance, nor was
1t presented later, the petition was never properly before the lodge for
consideration; hence the Brother was entitled to the refunding of his
remittance on request, the same as would prevail under an unfavorable
ballot as indicated in Section 213, second paragraph of our law.

4, On inquiry as to whether the investigation Committee on a
petition for initiation can be compelled to serve, and how long may
such committee retain the petition before reporting—Decision: There is
no Masonic law compelling a Brother to serve on petitions for initiation,
affiliation or waiver of jurisdiction; and if the entire committee ap-
pointed by the Master or two members thereof, refuse to serve, or if
they neglect to serve and report at the first regular communication fol-
lowing four weeks or more from the date of appointment, unless the
committee asks for additional time, the Worshipful Master, may at such
next regular communication of the lodge, discharge the ecommittee or
the members thereof who refuse to serve, and appoint a new committee,
whose members will serve, and such new committee will then take up
its duties; but the committee can not report until the regular commu-
nication following, four weeks or more from the regular communication
at which it was appointed. The new committee should have sufficient
time to make due and proper inquiry into the character and standing of
the petitioner, which Masonic usage and our law recognize to be at
least four weeks. If the committee asks for more time to complete the
investigation, it should be given, to a reasonable limif.

5. On inquiry as to whether a petition for initiation from a man
who six months previously had been confined in a State HMospital for
the insane and which petition had been received by the lodge and
referred to a committee, could on request of the petitioner be withdrawn,
I decided that, since a mental impairment is usually occasioned by a
physieal defect, the petition could be withdrawn under Section 108, of
our law.

6. A question was raised by former members of Doric Lodge, No.
118, now extinet as to whether under the last part of the last para-
graph of Section 81, page 44, of our law they could be permitted to
retain their full Masonie rights by paying annually the sum of $5.00,
as Grand Lodge dues and remain unaffiliated. The section of the law
referred to reads as follows: ‘Unaffiliated brethren formerly belong-
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ing to lodges now extinet shall annually pay the sum of five dollars as
Grand Lodge dues’’. Decision: The five dollars, indicated in Section 81,
as Grand Lodge dues, applies for one year only, that is from the date
upon which the Grand Lodge declared the lodge extinet until the next
annual communication of the Grand Lodge. Therefore these unaffiliated
brethren cannot continue to pay five dollars annually, but must pay
their dues and ask for demit as indicated in Section 68 of the law.

7. Query was made by the Secretary of a lodge as to whether he
might show, as suspended on the annual report of his lodge for the year
ending December 31, 1930, the names of brethren suspended by vote of
the lodge on January 2nd, 1931. Deecision: Grand Lodge law is specific
(Page 453, 1930 Proceedings) and mandatory that, ‘“each lodge shall be
liable for Grand Lodge dues upon all its members in good standing on
the last day of each calendar year, which would be December 31st.’’
Hence the Brethren suspended January 2nd were in good standing on
December 31st, preceding, and must be so recorded on the report.

8. Query from St. Paul Lodge, No. 82, as to whether the lodge
could offer prizes or medals to High School Students for certain merito-
rious school work. Decision: Section 88, page 45, of our law states
‘‘lodge funds cannot be used for any other than strictly Masonic pur-
poses’’; hence it would not be permissible to use such funds for the
giving of prizes or medals to High School students.

9. (a) I decided that the loss of index finger of right hand, at the
knuckle does not render the petitioner ineligible by virtue of such loss
and if he meets all other qualifications he is eligible to receive the
degrees,

(b) I decided that a World War Veteran who has a stiff shoulder
from war injury was not by virtue of such injury ineligible for the
degrees.

(e) I reaffirmed a decision by a former Grand Master that the loss
of a leg rendered the petitioner ineligible even though an artificial limb
was used.

(d) I decided that the loss of the third finger at the second joint
and the fourth finger at the first joint, of the right hand does not, by
virtue of such loss render the petitioner ineligible to the degrees of
Masonry.

10. T ruled that where a certificate of membership had been issued
by the Secretary of a lodge, to a brother who had not complied with
Section 66 of our law, and who had used sueh certificate as a basis for
petitioning another Nebraska Lodge, and had been elected to member-
ship thereon, upon request for a demit by the Secretary of the lodge
electing the Petitioner, the demit must be issued, and the lodge electing,
ghould require compliance with Section 66 of the law.

11. T decided that a joint public installation, of two or more lodges
may be held, subjeet to all provisions of Section 61 of our law.

12. T decided that examinations, in open lodge for proficiency, re-
quired under Section 66 of our law, must be conducted audibly, and in
such a manner that all brethren present may hear the entire exam-
ination including the obligation.

DE MOLAY

There secms to be a lack of understanding among the members of
the Craft in our Grand Jurisdiction as to so-called ¢‘relationship’’ be-
tween the Grand Lodge of Nebraska and Nebraska Chapters of De Molay.
Let me remind you that there is no relationship between these organiza-
tions, This Grand Lodge has definitely decided that a constituent lodge
in Ncbraska cannot assume sponsorship for Chapters of DeMolay. Not-

i |
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withstanding this the Grand Seribe and the State Deputy in Nebraska
of or for the Grand Council Order of De Molay do not seem to be co-
operating with the Grand Lodge in carrying out our expressed desires.
In one instance where this matter came to my attention, a certain
lodge had voted to sponsor a Chapter of De Molay. I found on taking
the matter up with the lodge that their action was due to misinforma-
tion and a misunderstanding, and the lodge very promptly rescinded
its action for sponsorship, on being informed as to the action of the
Grand Lodge. The ‘‘letters temporary’’, issued by the Grand Council,
by which authority was given for a Chapter to function, was sent to me
and I in turn, on March 10th, transmitted it to the Grand Secribe for
cancellation. On April 17, I received his acknowledgment of its re-
ceipt, assuring me that there has never been any misunderstanding on
their part in Kansas City as to the attitude of the Grand Lodge of
Nebraska regarding De Molay, and that the ‘‘letters temporary’’ should
not have been issued. Since this matter came to my attention I have
made some further investigation as to the work of De Molay, and while
I am not opposed to the purposes of the organization and believe that
in some Chapters a fine work is being done with our boys, I find in
other Chapters certain things are being permitted, which are not, in my
opinion, in keeping with the high ideals of Masonry.

True there is no connection between symbolic Masonry and De
Molay, yet they are permitted to meet in our temples and in the minds
of many uninformed people the erroneous thought prevails that De Molay
is an organization of ‘‘Junior Masons’’.

If T am correctly informed, the law or rules of the Grand Couneil
of De Molay require that a Chapter must be sponsored by some Masonie
body or by a group of individual Masons and the result is that any
failure of a Chapter or its members to meet their responsibilities is
tastened upon the Masonic Fraternity, whether we will it or not. I
believe that not enough care is taken, by those having the authority of
directing the organization of a Chapter, in selecting the proper type of
Masonic leadership for the boys. It matters not how high the ideals,
or how lofty the purposes of De Molay may be, unless some practical
use is made of such teachings by the boys in their daily living, the
order is failing in its responsibility to the boys.

In my opinion, proper Sabbath observance should be inculcated in
the life of every boy, but when the sponsors for Chapters of De Molay
permit such Chapter or group of Chapters to convene on the Sabbath
day and confer degrees on the candidates as is being done in Nebraska,
it would appear to me that proper direction to the work of the boys
is not being given.

I also call attention to the apparent, so-called ‘‘modernization’’ in
supervision of Chapters of De Molay, where basketball, contest games
are played on Sunday by different Chapters. Contrast this with Masonic
teachings of Sabbath observance where we prohibit all lodge meetings
on Sunday, except for the burial of our decad. There may be no harm
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in playing ball on Sunday, let that be for the individual to decide, but
I contend that the playing of Basketball games by organized teams of
De Molay members on Sunday, is not conducive to the promotion of
proper Sabbath observance.

My firm conviction is that unless we can be assured of a better and
more careful supervision of activities in some of the Nebraska Chapters
of DeMolay, the privilege of meeting in our Masonic Temples should
be withheld until harmony is restored.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

While our reports from constituent lodges for 1930 show a decrease
in total membership for the jurisdietion, they do not reflect the true
condition, since such reports cover only nine months of lodge activities,
due to the change of Masonic Year from March 31st to December 31st,
to conform to the calendar year; hence in our 1930 report we do not
have the months of January, February and March, as in former years.
This of course will be equalized when we get this full years report for
1931,

General conditions among our lodges are very satisfactory and I am
gratified to note a greater Masonic interest in some of the smaller
lodges. The average ratio of attendance to membership is invariably
larger in the smaller lodges than in the larger.

It does not necessarily require degree work to make an active
lodge. A good active lodge is dependent upon leadership rather than
upon so called Masonic ‘‘work.”” A small, live lodge can exert its in-
fluence for good, equally as well as the large one. Many of our city
lodges are too large, and I believe where such is the case, the forming
of new lodges should be encouraged and permitted. I am converted to
the belief that smaller lodges will assist in the progress of Masonic
Education, likewise to multiplying Masonic influence for good.

CONCLUSION

I want now to express my very sincere appreciation to all who have
so whole-heartedly supported me in this year’s work; to the Officers
and Members of our two hundred and ninety-two lodges who have
given me every possible courtesy and assistance; to my co-workers, the
Grand Lodge Officers; no Grand Master ever had a more loyal group of
willing colleagues. To them all, I say thank you sincerely, There are
a few individuals with whom I have been more closely associated, of
whom I make personal mention.

To my good wife, who by her devotion, has been my traveling com-
panion in my journeyings; and to my son, Brother Luther, who so freely
has given his time to acting as my Secretary and looking after business
affairs during my absence, I express sincere love and appreciation.

To our most efficient Grand Secretary, M.".W.'.Brother Lewis E.
Smith, who has so freely and generously given me of his time and
talents, in responding to my many calls for assistance, and truly he has
been a friend and brother in my every need, I express my gratitude.
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I want also to express my deepest appreciation to R..W. .Brother
John R. Tapster, Deputy Grand Master, who has been a real Deputy
Grand Master and has answered my every call, my every wish; who has
been a real help in every need and with whom I have counseled freely
on all matters.

My thanks are given to Worshipful Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand
Custodian, for his able, generous, and kindly assistance, who too, has re-
sponded to my every call; and to W. .Brother Jacob H. North, Past Mas-
ter of my own lodge, who has accompanied me on many visitations.

For the strengthening of old ties of friendship and for the making
of new ones and for the fellowship which is ours, I give reverent
thanks. May our paths of service lead onward and upward to a more
perfect light.

Sincerely and fraternally,

s T

Grand Master.

REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska:

I submit herewith my annual report as Grand Secretary:

Nothing special has happened during the past year to mar the good
feeling which apparently exists between the ILodges and the Grand
Lodge. It would seem that there is a better understanding of the fune-
tion of the Grand Lodge than there has been heretofore. Generally
speaking, conditions are very good.

. CHANGE IN DATE OF MAKING ANNUAL RETURNS

The change in date of making annual returns, from March 31st to
December 31st, while quite a radical change, seemed to go into effect
with very little inconvenience to the Secretaries of the Lodges. The
fact that the date of remitting the amount due the Grand Lodge was
not changed, caused no change in the financial arrangement of any
Lodge; the only change being that the Secretary was required to make
out the annual returns earlier.

GRIEVANCES
There have been two cases appealed to the Grand Lodge, which
together with the case of a Fellow Craft Mason held over from last
year, have been delivered to the Cnairman of the Committee on Griev-
ances. The names of three Brethren, members of Doric Lodge No. 118,
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extinet, who have not paid their dues and requested a demit, in accord-
ance with the law, were referred to the Committee on Grievances for
their consideration.

DORIC LODGE No. 118, EXTINCT

The affairs of this Lodge have been practically closed up during
the year. There were thirty-nine members at the time the charter was
revoked, two of whom have since died. Thirty-four members have
secured their demits, and three members still remain on the rolls.

All money collected has been kept in a separate account, the details
of which will be reported to the Committee on Finance.

VISITATIONS

M.".W.".Orville A, Andrews, Grand Master requested me to accom-
pany him on the following visitations: To the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".&
A.".M.". of Missouri, September 30th, 1930, for two days; to the Con-
ference of Grand Masters; Conference of Grand Seeretaries; and meet-
ing of the George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association,
held in Washington, D. C., February 23rd to 25th, 1931; to the Central
School held at Long Pine; and to the celebration of the 45th anniversary
of Samaritan Lodge No. 158, Chadron. T also had the pleasure of attend-
ing the reception tendered M.'.W.'.Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master,
by Lincoln Lodge, No. 19, A..F.".& A.".M.".; he being a member and
Past Master of that Lodge. A very large gathering of Masons of
Lincoln and surrounding Il.odges were present, to pay honor to our
M.".W.".Grand Master.

CONFERENCE OF SECRETARIES OF SUBORDINATE ILODGES

At the suggestion of the Committee on Delinquent Dues and Sus-
pensions, and with the approval of M.".W.".Orville A, Andrews, Grand
Master of Masons, a conference of the Secretaries of Lodges in and
surrounding the city of Hastings, was held on March 24th, 1931. The
Secretaries of 32 Lodges were present. The Masters of a considerable
number of Lodges, and other interested brethren to the number of 100,
gathered at Masonic Temple, Hastings, at 2 o’clock p. m., where a
round table discussion was conducted, which lasted all the afternoon.

In the cevening, M.".W.".Brother Ira C. Freet, Past Grand Master,
and Chairman of the Committeec on Delinquent Dues and Suspensions,
talked to the Brethren, after which M.".W.".Orville A, Andrews, Grand
Master, also addressed them. The evening was closed with an explana-
tion of the financial program of the Grand Lodge, by the Grand
Secretary.

FIFTY YEAR BADGES

During the past year, 33 Fifty Ycar Badges have been presented to
the Brethren entitled to reccive them.
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GOLD JORDAN MEDAL

Brother Owen W, Cotton, member of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, who
had been wearing the Gold Jordan Medal, died on October 13th, 1930.

M.".W.".Orville A. Andrews, Grand Master, directed that inquiry be
made as to the oldest Master Mason in Nebraska. After notifying cach
Lodge in the Jurisdietion, the medal was presented to Brother Othman
A. Abbott, Sr.,, member of Ashlar Lodge No. 33, Grand Island, on De-
cember 11th, 1930.

BONDS OI' TREASURERS AND SECRETARIES

During the year, Minden Lodge No. 127, reported a shortage in the
books of their Secretary, amounting to $191.17. The amount was veri-
fied, and the bonding company very promptly sent the Grand Lodge a
draft for the amount, as the bond is payable to the Grand Lodge. The
draft was deposited in the general fund and a warrant issued for the
amount, so that the Lodge has received the full amount of the shortage.

RETURNS.

Returns from all Lodges have been received, the cards have been
made, the changes entered and the cards filed.

Lodge No. 59 reports carrying no insurance; Lodges Nos. 84, 169,
and 318 do not report whether they carry insurance or not,

All other Lodges report carrying insurance on buildings, if owned,
or personal property.

The following Lodges do not report whether they have any delin-
quent dues or not: Nos. 86, 143, 247, 256, 283, and 307.

The following Lodges report having no delinquent dues: Nos. 1, 11,
49, 76, 82, 116, 165, 217, 229, 255, and 268, a total of eleven; sixteen
less than last year. Of these eleven, the following had no delinquent
dues for 1930: Nos. 1, 11, 49, 82, 217, and 268.

The number of delinquent members is reported to be 6,060, as com-
pared to 4,687 for the previous year.

The amount delinquent is $56,569.19 as compared with $40,153.25
for 1930, $39,553.26 for 1929, £36,801.29 for 1928 and $35,855.23 for 1027.

The average for each delinquent this year is $9.33, whieh is eighty-
three cents more than last vear.

The following ILodges report no suspended members on hand. Nos.
245, 264, 275, 287, 306, 308, 215, 317, 319, 320, 321, 322, and 323.

Number of chartered Lodges reported last year.............. 293
Less Doric Lodge No. 118, charter revoked................... 1

Total number of chartered Lodges.......... 1 5 3600 0po 508 6 0ol 292
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Number initiated during the year....................... 771
Number passed during the year......................... 785
Number raised during the year.......................... 824
Number affiliated during the year....................... 193
Number reinstated during the year...................... 145
Number gained by other causes...............oveuuun... 1
Total gross inerease.............c.oooiiiiiiinnennn, 1163
Number demitted during the year....................... 282
Number deceased during the year....................... 395
Number suspended during the year...................... 600
Number expelled during the year....................... 6
Number lost by other causes................ccevvunnn... 3
I F IR BR S S5 6 6% 60 6 b 00 0 0 0 6 b.o S0 B0 D ALEEEHEB AT 1286
Net Loss for the year ending December 31st, 1930....... 123
Number of Master Masons on hand March 31st, 1930........... 42,150

Number of Master Masons on hand December 31st, 1930

Grand Secretary.

SPECIAL ACCOUNT, OMAHA NATIONAL BANK

Debit.
Received from 42,108 members, net, at $2.00 each........... $ 84,216.00
Received from penalties assessed in 1930............00..... 20.93
Received from premium surety bonds on Treasurers and Sec-

TRUERIES @ JLOCIEERI06 00 00 db 640096 606 0B 0ds o 606 006G S BAGE 698.00
Received from supplies sold to Lodges.......ccvvvvuievnnn.. 1,340.10
Received from 771 initiations at $5.00, (two prior to 1922)..  3,855.00
Received from 769 initiations at $5.00........c.00viieian.. 3,845.00
Received from 8 affiliations at $10.00.................c..... 80.00
Received for interest on daily balances to May 9th, ineclusive 148.52

Total received from Lodges and interest................ $ 94,203.55

Credit.
Paid the Nebraska Masonic HOme..ovovvievveveenraanasnan $ 31,581.00
Transferred to the Building & Improvement Fund........... 12,489.50
Transferred to the Maintenance Fund...................... 12,489.50
Transferred to the Supply Account .................ccc.n. 1,340.10
Transferred to the General Fund .......................... 29,601.75
Transferred to the Relief Fund ...........co0iviiieennen. .. 6,701.70

$ 04,203.55
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GRAND LODGE GENERAL FUND, CASH DEBIT
May 17th, 1930, Cash on hand:

Norfolk National Bank ...... $ 7,434.14

Special acet, U. 8. Natl. Bank 31,834.55............... $ 39,268.69
Special Dispensations .......ceeriiiiiciiiiieiiiiiiiiiieeaa 180.00
Interest on daily balances .........cccciiiiieiniriieienns, 626.29
Unexpended balance, Grand Officers attending Grand Lodge

ITAEHENE oo o00000000006006006000000006500000605000000a50 45.18
Unexpended balance, Masonic Education Committee......... 355.90
Dorie Lodge No. 118, extinet, Certificate of Deposit.......... 310.50
Balance transferred from pay-roll account................... 45.24
Bonding Company for loss Minden Lodge No. 127............ 191.17
Dues, member of extinet Lodge.........ccociieniinieiennnn 21.50
Dues from members of Doriec Lodge No. 118, extinet........ 140.72
Received from special account, Omaha National Bank....... 29,453.23

Total cash on hand and reccived during the year........ $ 70,638.42

GRAND LODGE GENERAL FUND
Cash Credit.

Pay-Roll session 1930 ......coveeiiiniianrionenneenneoann $ 4,762.98
Dispensation fee returned to Lodge No. 193................. 10.00
Dispensation fee returned to Lodge No. 5................... 10.00
Dispensation fee returned to Lodge No. 187................. 10.00
Committee on Foreign Correspondence..........cocececeeseas 300.00
Reporting and transeribing Grand Lodge Proceedings, 1930... 66.00
Grand Organist, session 1930.......cccctteiniaiiiieenennns 10.00
Grand Tyler, session 1930 ....veveiivereniieriniaervennnns 15.00
Entertaining Distinguished Guests, session 1930............. 100.00
Audit Grand Lodge books......coeiiiieenniioiiiiiinann., 72.86
Masonic Relief Association of the United States and Canada,

AEB " 06 cb000000000000000660660060000060606363G3000A0000 210.75
Expense, Committee on Masonic Service Annuities and Gifts 129.94
Franecis E. White, Grand Secretary Emeritus................ 1,200.00
Grand Secretary’s Clerk hire.....cocoveviiioieinaaiienne, 2,390.00
Expense, Grand Chaplain .........cocoioiiiiiiiiiiiiint, 75.00
Lewis E. Smith, Grand Seeretary.......ccooieeeiniiiene. .. 3,600.00
Expense, Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans.......... 1,000.00
Expense, Committee on Masonic Edueation.................. 1,000.00
Expense, Grand Custodian ...........cciciiinieneiirenseann. 2,000.00
Grand Secretary’s Contingent Fund:

TPORIEED 00060 06000,00099009365650006000660d000000 $405.00

Incidental items not regular office expense...... 184.40

Stationery & Blanks..........cooiioiiiiia... 477.76

JEIHOT 50 00006000006060006605506605500000666000 66.25

I@IEEAEIE @66 0b 00006 60 00066000600000050060060 122.64
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Telephone and calls, (less received from Grand
Chapter and Grand Commandery)

fe] conam SRRl s S . . o o AL 58.49
Transferred to Permanent Reserve Fund
Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian
1B5REnAE, ERmnGl WEREP 600000006000 8088600008 4008500000588
Clerk Hire, Grand Master .....ceieeeeiennreenneraennnenans
Expense, Grand Officers attending Grand Lodge Functions...
Expense, Washington Memorial Committee......coovvunnn..
Transferred to George Washington Memorial Account........
Isabelle J. Ferguson Bequest paid to Nebraska Masonic Home
and Childrens Home Endowment Fund
Balance due, Grand Chaplain’s eXpense........covevevnnnann
Workmens Compensation insurance 1930-1931
Masonic Relief and Employment Bureau
Rent, April 1, 1930, to June 30, 1931
Bond for Grand Secretary ........ceieiiiiiiiiiiiinnionannn.
Bond for Treasurers and Secretaries of subordinate Lodges. .
Printing 800 copies Grand Lodge Proceedings, advanee copies,

..................

@HC - 500000 0B E 0600005000000 0000806a00a000000BALGAAIG
Furniture and Fixtures:

ORI 50 00 0G0 a0 50.00 6800 06 0.6 50 0.0 6 6 Btk $60.50
Pad for typewriter.......c...vieiiiiiieiinnnn. .75
IREIHIER W5 00 000000006000000006048000060006000d00 8.00
Curtains for Grand Master and Grand Secretary’s

@i I35 0'd 566 6 0 0/6 0010006 do A0 b ARG 50 700 b AUAAE 96.00
TN SHere S 000660600000 06000050000806a 30.00

Transferred to Masonic Service Annuities and Gifts Account..
Jewel for Past Grand Master, Orville A. Andrews...........
300 copies, list of regular Lodges.........ccvvviiinninennnnns
Unauthorized incidental expenses of the Grand ILodge paid
under direction of Grand Master:
Balance due Ira C, Freet, Grand Master expense.$ 15.00

Cleaning rugs in Grand Lodge offices........... 45.00
Repairing chairs in Library................... 17.00
Hanger for Gold Jordan Medal................ 12.00
Flowers, funeral Grand Master of Colorado..... 12.50
Expense, Committee on Delinquent Dues........ 55.64

American Red Cross, for drouth sufferers....... 100.00
Cash expended from money received for specific purposes:

Bills, Doric Lodge No. 118, extinet............ $ 64.20
Paid Minden Lodge No. 127 for shortage of
FEEREIAIEY  66500006000000000000000000006060000 191.17
Cash on hand, May 11th, 1931:
National Bank of Commerce, Lincoln........ $ 5,117.54
Live Stock National Bank, Omaha........... 31,343.30
AN B3I o S Ob GA0 o aE 8 oA do 8 0bo o b Bah0 0 SoBI oot $

[OMAHA,

1,495.33
2,304.37
3,000.00
1,500.00

600.00
1,200.00

238.32
2,392.80

190.93
7.93
16.00
300.00
1,250.00
75.00
523.50

1,201.00

195.25

67.77
100.00
114.34

257.14

255.37

36,460.84

70,638.42
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TRIAL BALANCE
May 9th, 1931.
6023 003 a7 SRS E AR S I PN S B8 002 b0 0 6ol 0'000 0 6 SEe . 5 0.0 6 o $344,906.82
Stock in the Nebraska Masonic Home ......... $151,600.00
Stock in the Nebraska Eastern Star Home..... 1,000.00
Furniture & Fixtures ......cooceeconvennnonaes 5,445.98
Contingent Fund, Grand Secretary.............. 400.00
Cash, National Bank of Commerce.........c..... 5,117.54
Cash, Live Stock National Bank............... 31,343.30
Stock, Masonic-Eastern Star Home............. 150,000.00
$344,906.82 $344,906.82
INVENTORY
Assets.
Stock in the Nebraska Masonic Home,......... $151,600.00
Stock in the Nebraska Eastern Star Home...... 1,000.00
Furniture & Fixtures........cooiviinnneeneennns 5,445.98
Contingent Fund, Grand Secretary.............. 400.00
Cash, National Bank of Commerce.............. 5,117.54
Cash, Live Stock National Bank............... 31,343.30
Stock, Masonic-Eastern Star Home............. 150,000.00 $344,906.82
Net assets as shown by ledger.............. $344,906.82
GENERAL RELIEF FUND
Cash Debit.
Cash on hand May 14th, 1930, Norfolk National
1FR  Gink b AD0HOP COoBRAEE 540 ol dodihe bioodo o o $ 1,573.90
Interest on daily balances and bond............ 25.00 $ 1,598.90
Cash Credit.
$ 1,598.90

Paid Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans..$ 1,598.90

GENERAL RELIEF FUND

Cash Debit,
Received from special account for 1929-1930 (on
hand last year, see page 337, Proceedings

ST e s R e e L $ 6,939.20
Interest on daily balances .................... 69.15
Interest on Bonds .............cci .. 457.28
Bonds sold ......coiiiiiiiiii i i 9,857.50
Profit on bonds sold .............ciiiiiiiiann. 460.00

Received from Omaha National Bank, special ac-
count (1930-1931)

$ 24,484.83
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Cash Credit.
1ol [PIAIEEES] 050000000000500060000a060a860 $ 11,450.00
Accrued interest on bonds purchased............ 61.14
Paid Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans..  4,000.00
Cash on hand, National Bank of Commerce, Lin-
QA Yobis &R U S0 .0 dlod B0 BBIdB Sk GG Cudk: 8,973.69 §$ 24,484.83

Total Assets.
Dominion of Canada, 4%, bonds Nos. 61064 to 61073, inclusive

par value $10,000.00, cost $950 each.................... $ 9,500.00
Cash on hand May 9th, 1931..........iiiiinninniininiennns 8,973.69
Total cash and bonds at cost......covvuviiiiiennnan. $ 18,473.69

PERMANENT RESERVE FUND
May 9th, 1931

Cash Debit.
Cash on hand, May 14th, 1930.................. $ 894.57
Interest on bonds ......c.cciiieviiiieninn.., 773.38
13 G N I e U 56 T BT A I 0 G6.5 6 6 al0d0 0 60 0 G0 0 25,775.30
Profit on bonds sold............oeiiiiiiiiinn 733.50
Transferred from General Fund................ 2,304.37
$ 30,481.12

Cash Credit.
Bendls [l 6o066500000806060090600600000060 $ 29,921.50
Accrued interest on bonds purchased............ 108.40
Cash on hand, United States National Bank..... 451.22

$ 30,481.12
Bonds on Hand.
$17,000.00 par value Dominion of Canada, 4%
Bonds, cost $950.00 each, Nos. M61074 to
WIFNORE, si@ @ 0000000 006800000000006a80 $ 16,150.00
$1,000.00 par value Province of Alberta, 4%%
Bond, cost $985.00 each, temporary bond No.

ANIEREBELE o'od o 0000000 0 00 00 0 Jo 060 60 06 SRS 985.00 $ 17,135.00
Total cost of bonds on hand................ $ 17,135.00
ChEln @ 100Gl 56000000000006000000660006000 451.22
Total assets May 9th, 1931............ $ 17,586.22
Total assets last year ................ 13,876.51

Increase for the year.............. $ 3,709.71
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Increase comes from transfer................... $ 2,304.37
Profit on bonds sold ......... .. il 733.50
Interest on bonds ..........cceieiernnerenaans 671.84

$ 3,709.71

SUPPLY ACCOUNT
May 9th, 1931.
Cash Debit.

May 14th, 1930, cash on hand.............oovvviiiiaeennns $ 3,219.60
Siogeeibies) felsl 5@ ILECIEERs o 6 s 066000 000000000600 00000000508050 1,340.10
16 ReRtn (10 CEnllyd JoEIEREERIS 6 66 e 0 0 06 900 59 006 06000 0000006000 40.79

$ 4,600.49
Cash Credit.

12l Sope SIDIIGE) o0 oonoo a0 80060 ad o000 aaa0060a6000000000 0008 IO

Paid for express on supplies ...........iiiieiiiiiiaiiee, 5.04

Cash on hand, Live Stock National Bank.................... 2,608.12
3 4,600.49

May 14th, 1930, supplies on hand.............. $ 1,432.36

May 14th, 1930, cash on hand.................. 3,219.60 $ 4,651.96

May 9th, 1931, supplies on hand............... $ 2,272.57

May 9th, 1931, cash on hand............cce... 2,608.12 4,880.69

Profit on supplies for the year, $228.73.

BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT FUND
Cash Debit.

May 14th, 1930, cash on hand........ ... .. ...ttt $  754.25
IGEaess @ (06, GHe: 5o 00000600006506000600000000000000 3,467.03
BondsisoldBi " flst (18 0 LS LS e AU e, S e 56,687.50
I O DeeE S0l 6o6 066006000 6000060000003000660060605000 1,942.50
From special account, Omaha National Bank................ 12,489.50

Total eash on hand and received during the year........ $ 75,340.78

Cash Credit.

TBoncl IFEREE 5o00000060006066060960066060880050000500000 $ 63,045.00
Accrued interest on bonds purchased...........ccviveiinnnn 196.07
For Building at Fremont......coeeeeieeeenaoesenianncnasn. 10,000.00
Cash on hand, Omaha National Bank.............ocoan.t. 2,099.71

$ 75,340.78
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TRIAL BALANCE

May 11th, 1931,

18emeD B QG000 0 60008006 60606000 666000808000 ad $ 77,760.29
Cash, Omaha National Bank............co0unne 2,099.71

$ 79,860.00 $ 79,8G0.00

INVENTORY

I A (LR SR OB B 0B 080 606 60 0 0 6 600 G0 00 R R $ 77,760.29
Cash, Omaha National Bank...........co0cnun.n 2,099.71

$ 79,860.00 $ 79,860.00

BONDS, BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT FUND

Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M153350.......... $ 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154868.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154869.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154870.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154871......... . 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154872.......... 1,000.00
Lineoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154695.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No, M154696.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154697.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154698.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154699.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154700.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154701.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No, M154702.......... 1,000.00
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank bond, No. M154703.......... 1,000.00
Federal Land Bank bond, No. M390413............cvivnun.. 1,000.00
$55,000.00 par value Dominion of Canada 4% bonds, Nos.

M61009 to M61063, inclusive, cost $950.00 each.......... 52,250.00

$7,000.00 par value Canadian National Railway 41%9% bonds,
interim, Omaha National Company No. 7795 for above

toeml, IR € REINO0 CEEn oonoooaoonaatos 5086000803000 03 6,860.00
$2,000.00 par value Province of Alberta 4159 bonds, tempo-

rary bonds Nos, T0996-T0997, cost $985.00 each.......... 1,970.00
$1,000.00 par value Province of Saskatchewan 41%49% bond,

@y 1IN COHE 0o b bab o doe 6.0 b66 s acab o deBIBE GO0 gD 970.00

Total cost of bonds on hand.......coveinernerenerennnns $ 78,050.00

Carried on ledger for $77,760.29.

{
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MAINTENANCE FUND, FREMONT HOMES
Cash Debit.

May 11th, 1931, cash on hand............cccviiiinnnnnn.... $ 12,921.65
Interest on bonds and daily balanees.........oovuuuunvnnnnnn. 618.29
Profit on bonds sold..........ooiiiiiiiiiieiiiininiaaann 30.00
Received from special account, Omaha National Bank....... 12,489.50
6 Norfolk Refunding bonds sold..........c.cc.oiiieeeneinnn.. 6,000.00

Total cash on hand and received during the year........ $ 32,059.44

Cash Credit.

Paid for maintenance of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for

Cralekem &x; IS 60650000 665005666006 806 05096560060000 $ 10,000.00
Paid for $3,000.00 Province of New Brunswick bonds........ 2,985.00
Paid for $6,000.00 Canadian National Railway bonds........ 5,880.00
Accrued interest on bonds purchased........................ 62.54
Cash on hand, Omaha National Bank....................... 13,131.90

$ 32,059.44

BONDS ON HAND, MAINTENANCE FUND
$3,000.00 Province of New Brunswick bonds, 43,%, cost

GIIEHID G 8855 6638000000600 00ad0 0060060600060 50000Ca064 2,985.00
$6,000.00 Canadian National Railway bonds, 41%9%, cost

SRR EREIN 0 60000000680000006d0000a00000a0000000000 5,880.00

Total cost of all bonds......coovviriiiiniiiiennnnnnn, $ 8,865.00

SERVICE ANNUITIES AND GIFTS ACCOUNT
Cash Debit.

Transferred from Grand Lodge.................. .. v.... $ 67.77
Booth mortgage paid............c.ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinna., 2,500.00
15 R (OOIEEHEE 510 566 0 86 060066 0 6006 08060008 6603030000000 250.00

$ 2,817.77

iy jrenel 1D, 18 o oo oo cuoo e cuoacocavs0o00nanansso $ 125.00
Loan purchased (Josef Zimola) ...........cooviivivinia.... 2,500.00
Accrued interest on 108D, ..vuiertiiiiiiiiiii it 47.50
May 11th, 1931, cash on hand, State Bank of Omaha........ 145.27

§ 2,817.77
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Trial Balance.

Cash, State Bank of Omaha.................... $  145.27
CHE A\CEDIME 0000 06060886000808560860653060630 2,500.00
MIETEIRED 5co0cc000000000600605000000000005050 2,500.00
SIS 60600006000000800405608000600000008A0A 145.27

$ 2,645.27 $ 2,645.27
Farm Loan on hand:
Josef Zimola, 40 acres Saunders County....$ 2,500.00

RECAPITULATION OF ALL FUNDS

General Fund, cash National Bank of Commerce............ $ 5,117.54
General Fund, cash Live Stock National Bank.............. 31,343.30
General Relief Fund, cash ......cicvvenviorececceccnananes 8,973.69
General Relief Fund, bonds ......ccoieiiiinniiiniennianens 9,500.00
Permanent Reserve Fund, cash .........cccevvvivninnnnn.. 451.22
Permanent Reserve Fund, bonds ..............cooiiiiaa,.. 17,135.00
Building and Improvement Fund, cash .................... 2,099.71
Building and Improvement Fund, bonds .............o00nn 77,760.29
Maintenance Fund, cash ....cceoiceariiencraenccanoiceiss 13,131.90
WtatEeiiee) 12k 9006 6 00000060000060000060690000500 0003 8,865.00
Supply Aceount, eash.....ooviiiriiiiiriiiiiiiiiitiaiannnn, 2,608.12
Service Annuities and Gifts, cash ...civvviiniieiiiian, 5 ol 145.27
Service Annuities and Gifts, mortgage .................... 2,500.00
Orphans Educational Fund, cash .............cccinninnn, 303.66
Orphans Educational Fund, securities .............coo.ueen, 165,245.00
Orphans Educational Fund, Sandoe Farm .................. 6,093.85
War Relief Fund, cash ......... 0 50000 8000060a00I06 6020 008 758.52
Wom 19EkeE 006k 190G 0oa0096005060660089068d66a0 60806000 40,160.00
Childrens Home Endowment Fund, cash ...........c.c0..... 611.35
Childrens Home Endowment Fund, bonds .................. 35,900.00
Grand Secretary’s Contingent Fund, eash................... 400.00

Ml no00006000000000600600066006000350095630000003000 $429,103.42

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME
IN CHARGE OF THE ORPHANS EDUCATIONAL FUND

To the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

The following report for the year ending May 11th, 1931, is fratern-
ally submitted by the Trustees of the Nebraska Masonic Home:
Securities on hand last year........... ... .o iiiiiiiiian., $162,532.78
Securities purchased during the year, Nos. 337 to 350 inclusive 64,737.50

Total securities on hand and purchased...................... $227,270.28
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Securities paid in full or in part............... $ 52,025.28

First Liberty Bond sold........................ 5,000.00

Sandoe No. 298 charged to Farm account....... 5,000.00 62,025.28
Total securities on hand................... $165,245.00

UNPAID INTEREST

Loan No. 315, Oliver, interest $123.75 due October 1st, 1930; $123.75
due April 1st, 1931. Payment of these items was extended by the Board
of Trustees, to October, 1931. This loan has been on the books for a
number of years and has been extended several times, and may have to
be foreclosed.

Loan No. 309, Paulsen, balance due on interest coupon April 1st,
$50.00. Has promised to pay by June 1st, 1931.

Loan No. 297, Foley, $162.50 interest coupon, due May 1st, 1931.
Has promised to pay by June 15th, 1931. Has always been prompt here-
tofore. Will no doubt keep his promise.

Loan No. 321, Otte, $250.00 due April 1st, 1931. Borrower is sick.
Family says the matter will be taken care of in the very near future.

SANDOE LAND

Loan No. 298, reported last year as in process of foreelosure, has
now been completed. The Nebraska Masonic Home has possession of
the land. It is rented for this year to an apparently good renter. If
erop conditions are favorable this year, it is quite possible that this land
will sell. We have a prospeetive buyer if the crop conditions are reason-
ably favorable. If we do not have to hold the land too long, there should
be no loss on this loan.

LIST OF SECURITIES ON HAND

Mortgages and Bonds Owned by The Orphans Eduecational Fund,
May 9th, 1931.

No. Borrower Property Located In Amount
288-—-Chris Hoeek ........... 160  acres Dixon County ....$ 5,000.00
289—Tony Copple ........... 80  acres Thurston County ..  6,000.00
297—Michael Foley .......... 99  acres Washington County  6,500.00
299-—August Pehrson ........ 160  acres Cedar County ..... 6,500.00
305—Lena Kayl ............. 80 acres Dixon County .... 3,600.00
306—Ernest J. Smith......... 67 aeres Dakota County ... 4,500.00
307—Ernest J. Smith.........127.75 acres Dakota County ... 6,500.00
308—Adolph Weiler ......... 80 acres Otoe County ...... 6,000.00
SIS0, A3y, JERMIRIEN s 6 66 06 00000 154  acres Antelope County ..  6,000.00
310—Earl W. Cummings...... 12414 acres Nemaha County ...  4,000.00
311—Charles B. Compton. .... 60.40 acres Douglas County ..  2,800.00
312—Otto H. Puls............ 80 acres Cass County ...... 6,000.00
313—Anna M. Grunke........ 76  acres Nemala County .. 2,300.00
314—Roy E. Johnson......... 35 acres Dixon County .... 2,600.00

315—Luther L. Oliver........ 160  aeres Valley County ....  4,500.00
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317—George J. Adams........ 160  acres Boone County .... 4,000.00
318—One bond Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank, at par....... 1,000.00
319—Six bonds Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank, at par....... 6,000.00
320—August Pehrson ........ 200 acres Cedar County .... 2,500.00
321—Lizzie Otte ............ 160  acres Sherman County ..  5,000.00
325—Eight Federal Land Bank Bonds, at par................ 8,000.00
326—14 Republic of Cuba bonds, at par..................... 14,000.00
327—Harry F. DeBolt........ 56 aecres Douglas County ..  1,200.00
328—3 Securities Building (Omaha) bonds, at par........... 3,000.00
338— William H. Ieise...... 80 acres Douglas County ...  5,000.00
339—Robert Stevens ......... 40 acres Colfax County .... 3,000.00
340—One Province of New Brunswick bond 4% %, cost...... 995.00
342—Five Dominion of Canada bonds 4%, cost $950.00 each.. 4,750.00
345—Max Siert ............. 160 acres Douglas County ... 10,000.00
346—Five City of Winnipeg bonds, 4%%, cost.............. 5,000.00
347—Henry Kortum ......... 206 acres Merrick County ...  4,000.00
348 William MeFarland ....160 acres Boone County .... 7,000.00
349—Carl Christensen ........ 160 acres Howard County ... 4,000.00
350—Gustave Sasse .......... 160 acres Madison County .. 4,000.00
Total Seeurities on hand .......................... $165,245.00
€ a'slizEon) shiandEaiPOSIGIr R S i 5= L 303.66
SETG OO TN S0 o 66 6 01610 676 A0 015 10 010 S0 AT O T 6,093.85
Total assets May 11th, 1931.............. ..., $171,642.51
Total assets May 14th, 1930........................ 163,442.73
Net increase as shown by the Ledger............... $ 8,199.78
CASH
May 14th, 1930, cash on hand.................. $ 12.79
Interest colleeted ............... ... .ot 7,508.38
Bonds and mortgages sold .................... 52,025.28
First Liberty Bond sold....................... 5,000.00
Profit on bonds sold.............. ... ... .. .... 1,057.63
Sandoe Farm, taxes and balance of costs........ 196.69
Bonds and mortgages purchased................. 64,737.50
Interest acerued on securities purchased......... 266.23
Serviceonten loans .............cciitirurninnn. 100.00
May 11th, 1931, cash on hand, Omaha National
IS R T S5 0 QBB oI B © O MIE FOOFGC T & Do 303.66

$ 65,604.08 $ 65,604.08
TRIAL BALANCE

ORI R TEE = Gb i alo o 0'0 0.0:6'0 0 0 off 6 S o 3 QR Sl Bl B $165,245.00
Cash, Omaha National Bank .................. 303.66
Sandoe Farm ..........ccciiiiiniiinnnnnnnn.. 6,093.85
I EIEENE Toso-0-aidlble 6.0 60 6[0 © bow 0tk 0.0 W0 o 7 55 & do. o $171,642.51

$171,642.51 $171,642.51
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INVENTORY
RAEEAGE]. S U580 &6 d St 00 B0 b 0o dic ol 00.0/0% 00 $165,245.00
Cashei & . o T T PR E L R L oo 303.66
LGS I NTI e g6 0 00 0nododob o b BoeoBB0 0660030 6,093.85 $171,642.51
Total assets May 11th, 1931................ $171,642.51
Total assets May 14th, 1930................ 163,442.73
Net gain for the year .................... $ 8,199.78

LEWIS E. SMITH,

Secretary, Board of Trustees,
The Nebraska Masonic Home,

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME
IN CHARGE OF THE WAR RELIEF FUND

CASH DEBIT

May 14th, 1930, Cash on hand..............c.c.voiiinnnn.n $ 827.09
B TR ATl GG 580 o B ia B 0.0 8 0.6 alo Ao 0 0% o 4 6'b 5 85 0060 To 570 1,937.59
123X @ LOOIGES COIGL & 0Bia dooBaoo o 58 606665606500 300606800500 1 2,120.25
4th Liberty Loan bonds sold, cost (par value $30,000.00).... 29,697.25
Canadian National Railway bonds sold, cost (par value

RO 5o B0 b 6 ao b0 B et o A6 0 0,60 0000 900660805606 6.0 50 29,625.00
Canadian National Railway bonds sold, cost (par value

BLOU/I0Y) 5008 oo 88000 26 aibce 86606600055 06669 5600600000 1,000.00
Southern Pacific Bonds sold, cost (par value $2,000.00)...... 1,950.00
Federal Land Bank Bonds sold, cost (par value $2,000.00).... 1,910.00

$ 69,067.18
CASH CREDIT

Paid relief, member of Capitol Lodge No. 3................. $ 300.00
$30,000.00 par value Canadian National Railway bonds, cost.. 29,625.00
$2,000.00 par value Southern Pacific bonds, cost ............ 1,950.00
$35,000.00 par value Dominion of Canada 4% bonds at $950.00

(T B S SRR et 5 0l DI BRI 0 B 0, 000 0 610 609 80 3006 1,0 6 6.0 0 0 33,250.00
$3,000.00 par value Province of Saskatchewan 4%9% bonds at

2970I00REaCh s . . R XL L R L TR A 2,910.00
Accrued interest on bonds purchased .............. c.an. 273.66
Wiggz 10y, JRYL, GERI O 10Tl oo uooocaoodo0santconccnnaan 758.52

$ 69,067.18
TRIAL BALANCE

Cash, Omaha National Bank .................. $ 758.52
$4,000.00 par value Lincoln Joint Stock Land

180l 190G o 560 0o d009600000880000 630050 4,000.00

$35,000.00 par value Dominion of Canada Bonds.. 33,250.00
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$3,000.00 par value Province of Saskatchewan
I8N 1 A5 800 0 60 B8 o 5ald00 8aq o dllob Bid o B2 2,910.00
AR e 0,60 00 BE8 0008 00 5 6 40 8 006 a0 b DA A0S Jb 40,918.52

$ 40,918.52 $ 40,918.52

INVENTORY
Cash, Omaha National Bank .................. $  758.52
Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank Bonds ......... 4,000.00
Dominion of Canada Bonds ..........ovvvvenn.. 33,250.00
Province of Saskatchewan Bonds .............. 2,910.00 40,918.52

$ 40,918.52 $ 40,918.52
Net assets May 11th, 1931, $40,918.52
Net assets May 14th, 1930, 37,434.34

Net increase for the year, $ 3,484.18

WAR RELIEF FUND BONDS
4 Lincoln Joint Stock Land Bank Bonds, Nos. M136992,

IMM36995 inelusiveRcos IS SRStk ol S g o $ 4,000.00
35 Dominion of Canada Bonds, Nos. M61091, M61125 inclusive,

QU o1 8 ol ot 8 o 66 0 886 o OG0 60 0 BT ol & IR G DI6 HOE 33,250.00
3 Province of Saskatchewan Bonds, Nos. BNO810, BNO812

S TR (BUE8L600.0 000096 6.6 6 6.0 360 00 0GE B0 0 Gl Jec 0 0CAs & 2,910.00

el JERmEl A5 @RlEs oo oo o000000000 0900000868660 600000 $ 40,160.00

LEWIS E. SMITH,

Secretary, Board of Trustees,
The Nebraska Masonic Home.

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME
IN CHARGE OF THE CHILDRENS HOME ENDOWMENT FUND

To the Grand Lodge, A.".¥.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

The following report for the year ending May 11th, 1931, is fratern-
ally submitted by the Trustees of the Nebraska Masonic Home:

CASH DEBIT
May 14th, 1930, Cash on hand..............c..couuiiein.... $ 389.42
TEnYERES s 1TONGE {5 0l6 060500 60dE b 666 6 000 o gA 0B 6 JIB L NSO R 1,792.43
1Pty @Y e 5 66655 0,00 G0 B 00 000 0 06 b0 b b oG B ot o8 o0 511.58
IR G e i Ao & 50 00 Gk B0 0 b ARD 0 5% & ST ! (o IS 37,614.86
Isabelle J, Ferguson Bequest..............oviiiiennnnnn... 95.46

$ 40,403.75
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CASH CREDIT

Bonds and Farm Loans Purchased.............ccovivvrenann $ 39,750.00
Acerucd interest on securities purchased.................00. 42.40
May 11th, 1931—Cash on hand, United States National Bank 611.35
$ 40,403.75
TRIAL BALANCE

Securities on hand...........cccceeceicaronaan $ 35,900.00

Cash on hand, United States National Bank .... 611.35
IZRGIETR). o cooocadgod006060030000600000000560 4,826.40
INVENtOTY cccevececencesasoranssoscracsnanncan 31,684.95
$ 36,511.35 $ 36,511.35

INVENTORY

Securities on hand.......ccccoeieiieanccecanas $ 35,900.00

CERENEOI LTG0 5666006 506800600 50 E 0060060806090 611.35
$ 36,511.35

Liabilities

Bequest account...........oiiiniieiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiinn, $  4,826.40
D1 AL TR 070 00 B B8 G 4.8 0.0 61A. 0 6. 000 6 0 0 B.G0 000 C 5T EEe0T00 $ 31,684.95
AdaA the bequest account as it is only a book liability. 4,826.40
Total assets May 11th, 1931..........ccoiivniiieiiineon 36,511.35
Total assets May 14th, 1930...........c.ciiieenennnss 34,154.28
Net gain for the year.......vcveieieiiacianieiannn, $ 2,357.07

CHILDRENS HOME ENDOWMENT FUND

Bonds

No. 7..Masonic Temple Craft of Omaha.......... 53%....$ 10,000.00
No. 8..Dominion of Canada.............ccoveeen.. 4%.... 950.00
No. 13..Pennsylvania Railway bonds............... 43%.... 3,850.00

$ 14,800.00
Farm Loans

No. 9 Anna Prochnow. 80 acres Douglas County...... 5%..$ 6,000.00
No. 10 Frank L. Frink..160 acres Madison County...... 5%.. 4,000.00
No. 11 Josef Nelson....160 acres Madison County...... 5% .. 4,000.00
No. 12 J. H. Teegarden. 80 acres Nemaha County...... 5% .. 2,000.00
No. 14 J. S. Joyce...... 160 acres Knox County ....... 53% . 1,300.00
No. 15 Mads Petersen..160 acres Washington County...53%. 2,800.00
$21,100.00

LB IS e o0 atio BBE0 0.0 6 030 BaKs Al 6 Glo 0 60016 00 6.8 5 $ 14,800.00

Farm LoanS . ..o ceeiseanaenooialesioee . 21,100.00

$ 35,900.00

LEWIS E. SMITH,

Secretary, Board of Trustees,
The Nebraska Masonie Home.
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BRETHREN WHO HAVE BEEN PRESENTED WITH THE FIFTY-
YEAR BADGE BY THE GRAND LODGE, A.".F.".& A.".M.".

OF NEBRASKA, SINCE THE LAST REPORT AS

SHOWN ON PAGE 373, PROCEEDINGS 1930.

Date Received

Certificate Master Mason’s

No. Brother Degree Lodge Number
288—Mareus L. Carlisle........ 1877. .Capitol No. 3
289—George A. Kealey........ 1880..Jachin No. 146
290—Randal R. Pate.......... Mar. 18, 1874..Melrose No. 60
291—Gilbert E. Hunt.......... May 6, 1880..Melrose No. 60
292—Josiah A. Aulabaugh..... July 13, 1880..Florence No. 281
293—James A. Edwards....... July 7, 1880..Platte Valley No. 32
294—Matthew H. Douglas...... June 19, 1880..Platte Valley No. 32
295—Joseph L. Browitt........ June 18, 1880..York No. 56
296—Joseph P. Gray........... June 5, 1878..Nebraska No. 1
297—Rush Robinson........... May 29, 1867..Nebraska No. 1
208—Peter Hiler.............. May 12, 1873..Capitol No. 3
299—John M. Falwell.......... April 29, 1880..Tyre No. 85
300—James G. Ackerman...... June 22, 1877..Minnekadusa No. 192
301—Allen B. McCoskey....... Febr. 25, 1878..Robert W. Furnas No. 265
302—Louis M. McCoy......... Dec. 18, 1869..Faith No. 181
303—Nicholas D. Schoenholtz..June 24, 1871..Tyre No. 85
304—George F. Kenower....... Sept. 18, 1880..Wisner No. 114
305—Thomas L. Kelley........ Dec. 11, 1880..Northern Light No. 41
306—Roscoe R. Bangs......... May 12, 1870..Gauge No. 208
307—Hiram M. Dexter......... May 14, 1881..Solar No. 134
308—Henry Schwab........... Jan. 31, 1880..Hooper No. 72
309—Judson A. Fuller......... May 3, 1879..Florence No. 281
310—Eugene Moore............ Dee. 29, 1880..Jordan No. 27
311—George W. Rhoden....... Oct. 28, 1878..Plattsmouth No. 6
312—John W. Solomon......... April 17, 1880..Franklin No. 264
313—George H. Miller......... Jan. 15, 1881..Tuscan No. 130
314+—James S. Wilson......... Mar. 9, 1881..Melrose No. 60
315—Billy M. Covert........... Jan. 28, 1880..Lonc Tree No. 36
316—Christopher C. Field....../ Aug. 4, 1873..Capitol No. 3
317—John 8. Carhart.......... May 28, 1881..Wayne No. 120
318—S8amuel W. Young........ April 12, 1881..Beatrice No. 26
319—Henry H. Wilson......... Mar. 15, 1881..Lincoln No. 19
320—Richard C. Jordan........ April 14, 1881..Geo. W. Lininger No. 268
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CONTRIBUTIONS FROM LODGES FOR THE GEORGE WASHINGTON
MASONIC NATIONAL MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION,
RECEIVED SINCE LIST WAS PUBLISHED
IN GRAND LODGE PROCEEDINGS

SHORITO 3 ()RR

May 17, 1930. Cash on hand in United States National Savings

181350 o ISR alin B RS ISR I8 o & 56 0 0,060 00,0 610,080 400§ 80000 a0 0.0 $ 509.30
Receipt Lodge Amount
No. 292—East Lincoln No. 210...ccvctverescscccsanss 8366 da $ 3.00
No. 293—Omaha No. 288....cccveeecenrarsosascnarcascssncss 5.00
No. 294—Bee Hive No. 184....cccveiveireccssenccnccsnancenss 3.00
N[ A B EE W@, 06600066 566000000606 50003000 08608000 00 3.00
No. 296—George W. Lininger No. 268......c.c0c0teernerecannns 10.00
N[O AN [ 0 R 1 INO), 8l o0kl 6 6 86 50 000 06 6 60 500 000000 0G0 000 3.00
No. 298—Beaver City No. 93...ccciietieruirenncnensanrsonss 1.00
N[ LI—Ch ol AN 8356000008080 66 3000006 000060000060000 17.00
oSBT/ 5 T B 08808 806 8de000 6000603600006 060000aa 58.00
No. 301—Grand JIsland No. 318.....ccienieesesnesnceaceannss 17.00
IR P Esroine Oy s 500650 060606006 050000060a6660060000a 2.00
[Ty E{EF=Ciin (O 53 IN@sT 2350066 00060000000000006060600 040 2.00
No. 304—Cedar River No. 89....0c0censeaneccsnacscncssnss 110.00
No. 3056—Grand Lodge General Fund.....ccovevveevncanranns 2,322.80
No. 306—United States National Bank, interest............... 4.01
W0y O3 N0, T B 65660 00 5666060006050080600860606060 4 4.00
NoS308=—Beatrice N 126/t e hr ot e Rl s TR T 1.00
Nio#309-=Capitol FINOFRSL. \« vie\ss) o el CrTYeroler: FraEr iy P L AP ey 1.00
No:#310=MizpaheNo 302 ke L L L e r L LI T 4.00
INIGH BT IS [y a0 Gys W@, 500 06 60000000600 0006a00 0066066600000 9.00
@ o3 et 21 I GT NS 6YY5 0806 00 6 Q0 06,606 06000 650009656000 00 d 43.00
(@ el EalEyA W@, e 660060000 000000006006680000606060000 46.00
ey SHEE o el e W@y 5080805060000 6 0000052400600 000000 23.00
NS SIEE—E el e 13eek Wk st 00 000006060006 0060606300606000000 0 14.00
No. 316—Atkinson No. 164.....0eceeirensrnsennssonoasnanaos 49.00
N[y SRl ot 6L, E8l 0 gase 560 08000000600 560 50500600603 29.00
NGy ap Tk \Vllker? W@, 8230003000060 000000000000000060000 25.00
W[y SIS EEnebE, WEL 2205 6000600000000 00aaab00000eb006000490 29.00
No. 320—Springfield No. 112...ccscussesasocsasssossaass 85 M 17.00
IN[@y GRS E LT nt 3Ny 08 60 60866 80060 506 000060886080 0605 11.00
NGB IBPRE=0) o 161 N[ MBIl G8 GBS 6 5456 6000 006 600 5880 A8 666 Hlo Bo0 g 17.00
Wy ePB—I L@ W@ 2560000006 5000000600660 0008060 8660600000 67.00
Nio: 1324 @asis TN 0 7AiM L S PN 66.00
No. 326—Nemaha Valley No, 4...vvceieeiieeiaecacocsennanas 17.50
No!326—HardyFNO. LT, Tl et e e T e L L LT 2.00
N, SOy NG, o0 00060066006 60066 0500060 666666000 00 2.00
W [eyy SR @l NG, 67000600 00060500 4006000080600000 08 16.00
I BPA 2L 5 N0, P U586 0 dao 6 006 0005 6660 6690006000 AEBHA 60 06 71.00

I8{oy BB T—=INE 05, N0k dls 0o 00tds 0 0080066666 086080060600608000 5.00
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INoMS3N==BcatriceNo-#26r I IE A S NS oy IR S Lo rehode 100.00
No. 332—Silver Cord No. 224, .. ..c.iunieeiecncocnsiansansans 115.00
No. 333—Omaha No. 288.......cviiiruiriiinncrscnsannsnanes 1.00
No. 334—Clay Centre No. 139.....ccvviiiiinieinnnnnnnaninns 34.00
N@e S8E—LmEAm NG, 1%6 600 66 000 0 6080 db 00 6058000 0EE 0 56000 S 10.50
N@y SBEUIMEDIN @ 100000666600 06 68008 9606 500000846 d660 08 14.00
NG@, e 1eeam NO A0 005000600066 680060 0068000600006 30000 47.00
No. 338—North Star No. 227.....cccitiriiiincasiasscnanssas 150.00
No. 339-—Camp Clarke No. 285.....ccuituiiiiiiiieienerrnannnns 5.00
No. 340—Beatrice No. 26....c.ciiiieeiieeiersreaesnssscnnass 1.00
No. 341 —Nebraska NO, 1.v.eiiereeenrerenossstossonssacesans 3.00
No. 342—Lancaster No. 54....c0uiiiiieerierrerccatessssanaas 162.00
No. 343—John J. Mercer No. 290....c.ciiiricnrnansnnrannsans 1.00
No. 344—Camp Clarke No. 285.....cciiririiiniiiinesnieens. 1.00
W@, Se==\W e Ny H0ob0000000000000006000006 96.00A000000 30.00
N@o SEE—I2EmEER NG, 368666060000 60000000060000004900 00000000 6.00
IN@, SEY—VAIT NGy 2e¥5d 68 66885000 0000000000080 800 B0 daH o N 3.00
No. 348—Omaha No. 288..