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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

Grand Lodee of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons

OF NEBRASKA

AT THE

Sixty-fifth Annual Communication,

Held in Omaha, June 6th and 7th, 1922.

FIRST DAY--MORNING SESSION.

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska met in
annual communication in the Masonic Temple, Omaha, on
Tuesday, June 6th, A. D. 1922, A.".1..".5922, at ten o’clock
A. M, there being present:

MW Lewis E. Smith........... ... ... .. Grand Master,

R, .W. .Edward M. Wellman................. Deputy Grand Master,

R.".W.".Charles A. Chappell................... Grand Senior Warden,

R.".W.".Robert R. Dickson................... Grand Junior Warden,

R.".W.".Francis E. White..................... Grand Secretary,

V.. W..Charles M. Shepherd................. Grand Chaplain,

Al oW alREDEHE 1. IDRENERN s a0 o dbos 5000000000 Grand Custodian,
W.John Wright......................... Grand Marshal,
WY/ ol Bialiiin 1Dk (G800 s o de dd e s g ibasbede oo Grand Senior Deacon,
WY o AN IDEIEE IR IDERSa 00 09096 0am0060 000000 Grand Junior Deacon,
W..Alexander E. Porter.................. Grand Tyler,

and representatives from two hundred and sixty-one of the
two hundred and eighty-three chartered lodges.

A lodge of Master Masons was opened in due form by
R.".W..Edward M. Wellman, Deputy Grand Master, and all
of the Past Grand Masters present were received at the Altar
and were cordially welcomed. Past Grand Masters Ehrhardt,
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Evans, and Whiting escorted M.".W. .Brother ILewis .
Smith, Grand Master, to the lodge room, where he was warmly
greeted by the brethren, given the honors of Masoury by three
times three, and he assumed his station as Grand Master.
The audience joined in singing “America.” all standing, after
which the Scottish Rite Quartette, composed of Brothers
Austin L. Vickery, Harry M. Cooper, Charles A. Bothwell,
and Charles S. Haverstock, accompanied by Brother Eliash
D. Bellis, sang “The Faith of Our Fathers” in a most de-
lightful manner and to the enjoyment of the brethren.

Greetings and regrets at being unable to be present were
presented from Past Grand Masters Frank E. Bullard and
Ambrose C. Epperson, also from the Grand lLodge of Utah
through Past Grand Master Robert E. French, the representa-
tive of that Grand l.odge near the Grand l.odge of Nebraska.

Telegrams of sympathy were ordered sent to Past Grand
Masters William W. Keysor and Frank E. Bullard, who were
detained at home by illness, and hopes were expressed for their
speedy recovery.

Most Worshipful Lewis E. Smith, Grand Master, deliv-
ered the following:

ADDRESS.

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons in Nebraska.

Brethren:

It is with more than ordinary pleasure that I welcome you to the
sixty-fifth annual communication of the Grand Lodge.

We are here to review the activities of the past year and plan
what may be the best for the future. The reconstruction period has
been as pronounced in Freemasonry as it has been in the business and
social world. The problems that have been presented this year have
been numerous and some have been extremely weighty. Early in the
vear I discovered that there seemecd to be a distinct tendency of the
lodges and the brethren to stray away from the tenets of the institu-
tion as laid down by our fathers; that the dignity of Ancient Craft
Masonry was not being maintained in its purity; that there was alto-
gether too much laxity in the lodges and among the brethren in the
enforcement of the law. My conception of conditions leads me to
believe that if we are to maintain our dignified position in the world
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as Master Masons we must, oursclves, dignify the institution. We
have grown so rapidly in the last few years that many of the younger
brethren do not realize that Freemasonry is an institution with a foun-
dation peculiar to itself and that every member should be a man, set
apart, with high and lofty ideals.

With this thought in mind, believing that Masonic law was made
to be enforced, I have required a strict obedience to the laws and
regulations of this Grand Lodge. I have endeavored in every way to
use moderation, yet keeping in mind that, regardless of the individual,
the lodge is entitled to our first consideration. I have endeavored to
administer the law with fairness to all, whether the lodge was large or
small and whether the member who was involved was influential or not.

After carefully reviewing the many perplexities that have con-
fronted me during the year, I am fully convinced that my efforts have
been in the right direction.

With this short foreword, I will now give you a resume of my
vear’s labors.

NECROLOGY.

It is my pleasure to report that for the first time in several years
death has not entered the ranks of our Grand Officers nor Past Grand
Officers. However, the silent messenger has been active and many
brethren who have been prominent in the activities of other Grand
Jurisdictions have been called upon to lay down their working tools.
Many of our own beloved brethren, whom we have known and with
whom we have labored in the years gone by have also been called to
their reward.

The Committee on Fraternal Dead will, later in the session, pay
a proper tribute of respect to those whom we have loved and lost.

LAW ENFORCEMENT.
CROFTON LODGE NO. 273.

This lodge not having been represented at the last three communi-
cations of the Grand Lodge, I therefore, on June 28th, 1921, arrested
the charter. After receiving assurance from the Master and Wardens
that they would make it their special duty to see that the lodge was
represented at the Grand Lodge in the future, on July 13th, 1921, I
restored the charter.

BLLOOMFIELD LODGE NO. 218.

This lodge had not been represented at the last two communi-
cations of the Grand Lodge. I wrote the Secretary, asking him for
an explanation and assurance that they would be represented in the
future. I received a reply from the Secretary stating that the matter
would be taken up at the next regular meeting and that I would be
informed of the result of their deliberations. If the lodge took any
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action, I was not informed of it; accordingly on July 26th I arrested
the charter of this lodge. After receiving assurance from the Master
and the Wardens that they would hereafter be represented at the com-
munications of the Grand Lodge, I restored the charter on August
11th, 1921.

SCOTTS BLUFF LODGE NO. 201, GERING.

On July 30th, 1921, T wrote the Secretary of this lodge regarding
their insurance, they having failed to report to the Grand Secretary,
whether or not their paraphernalia was insured, according to our law.
requiring a reply in thirty days. On August 30th, 1921, I had not re-
ceived a reply. I wrote the Master, calling his attention to the fact
that I had written the Secretary for certain information thirty days
previous, that no reply had been received, notifying him that if I did
not receive the information by September 15th I would arrest their
charter. On September 2lst, 1921, having received no reply from
either the Master or the Secretary of the lodge, 1 arrested the charter.
On September 28th the Master of the lodge personally visited me,
assuring me the lodge carried insurance and that it was a matter of
neglect on the part of the Secretary that it had not been reported, and
promised that hereafter communications from the Grand Master’s
office would receive prompt attention. I accordingly restored the
charter on September 28th, 1921.

CULBERTSON LODGE NO. 174, CULBERTSON.

On December 16th, 1921, T received a complaint from the Secre-
tary of Jachin Lodge No. 146, Holdrege, that Culbertson Lodge No.
174 had conferred the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry upon
a candidate who had been rejected by Jachin Lodge No. 146, on June
15th, 1916. I wrote the Master of Culbertson Lodge No. 174, request-
ing him to send me the original petition together with any and all
information that he might have in this case. Upon receiving the orig-
inal petition, I found that the petitioner had filled out the blank stating
that he had petitioned the lodge at Holdrege and been rejected. I
also found that on November 5th, 1920, the Secretary had written to
the Secretary of Jachin Lodge No. 146, stating that they had received
a petition from this rejected candidate and asking why his petition had
not been accepted. On November 6th, 1920, the Master of Jachin
Lodge replied to the Secretary of Culbertson Lodge, advising him that
the candidate had been balloted upon and rejected. Notwithstanding
this information, the petition was received on November 17th, 1920,
and referred to a committee, who reported favorably, and on January
5th, 1921, the petitioner was elected to receive the degrees. The Master
and Secretary of Culbertson Loodge No. 174 admitted in a letter under
date of January 19th, 1922, all the facts in the case. I accordingly
arrested the charter on January 27th, 1922, for a period of ninety days.
beginning January 31st and ending on the 30th day of April, 1922, I
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also directed that ten days before the time of restoration of the charter
the Master and Secretary must certify to me under the seal of the
lodge that they had fully complied with my order; that no meetings
had been held during this period. Having received this certificate on
May 1st, 1922, I restored the charter of Culbertson Lodge No. 174,

ZEREDATHA LODGE NO. 160, REYNOLDS.

Early in December information came to me that the Master of
this lodge had been installed without receiving the Past Masters degree.
On December 19th, 1921, I took the matter up with the Master, who
admitted that this was true, claiming that he did not know that it was
necessary for the Master to receive the degree before installation. I
discovered, after a careful investigation, that through some oversight
this had happened once before. I required the Master to meet me in
Lincoln on February 1st, where, assisted by M..W.’.Samuel S.
Whiting, Past Grand Master, and W.".John M. Paul, Master of North
Star Lodge No. 227, I conferred the Past Masters degree upon George
E. Warren, following which I declared him regularly and duly in-
stalled as Master of Zeredatha Lodge No. 160. I also issued an order
to the lodge requiring that the brother who had formerly been installed
as Master of the lodge without receiving the Past Masters degree, to-
gether with the present Master, should be sent to this communication
of the Grand Lodge at the lodge’s expense, that they might receive the
Past Masters degree in full form.

SIGNET LODGE NO. 193, LEIGH.

November 21st, 1921, I received a complaint that a member of this
lodge was made a Master Mason March 21st, 1921, that he received
the degrees of the Scottish Rite from the fourth to the 32nd inclusively
on November 13th to the 17th inclusively; I therefore on December
17th, 1921, directed this lodge to place the brother on trial for violat-
ing section 148, paragraph o, Law of Freemasonry in Nebraska. The
brother was placed on trial January 13th, 1922; he pleaded guilty to
the charge; the lodge voted to censure him, which was accordingly
done at this meeting by the Master.

HEBRON LODGE NO. 43, HEBRON.

Early in December, complaint having been made to me that a
member of this lodge had absconded with the funds of the school
district of which he was the treasurer and that he was a fugitive from
justice, I investigated and found the charges to be true. On Decem-
ber 12th, 1921, I directed the lodge to place the brother upon trial.
The trial was held on February 8th, 1922. The brother was found
guilty. By a vote of 19 to 4, he was indefinitely suspended.
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PRUDENCE LODGIE NQ. 179, BEAVER CROSSING.

On February 23d. 1922, the Master and Senior Warden of this
lodge met me by appointment in Lincoln, asking advice in regard to
a trial which had been held in their lodge. The brother had pleaded
guilty to part of the charges of unmasonic conduct, yet when it came
to voting penalty, the lodge voted against expulsion, also against
indefinite suspension. The Master, fceling that the good name of
Freemasonry was going to suffer because the brethren would not
assume the responsibility or do their duty by sentencing the brother,
called the trial to a halt and appealed to me. Being unable myself to
make a trip to Beaver Crossing at this time, I appointed a commission,
consisting of M.".W.".Robert E. French, Grand Custodian, W. .Orville
A. Andrews, and W. .Francis A. Robhey, Assistant Custodians, who
went to Beaver Crossing on March 22nd, 1922, and carefully investi-
gated all the conditions. Their report led me to believe that this
brother must be adequately punished in order that the good name of
Freemasonry be maintained in this town. Therefore, on April 11th,
1922, T set aside the proceedings of the trial and dirccted that the lodge
proceed to try this brother and that he be adequately punished for
the offense committed. I also advised the Master that I would cither
he present in person or haye a representative present to see that the
dignity of the institution was fully maintained. This trial will be held
during the month of May.

KIMBALL LODGE NO. 294, KIMBALL.

Complaint was made to mec in October that this lodge was appar-
ently in serious trouble. I found upon investigation that a large num-
ber were being either black-balled or objected to each year and had
been for several years past. Early this year rumors again reached me
that conditions were not as they should be. I therefore, on February
27th, 1922, appointed a commission consisting of M.'.W.".Robert E.
French, Grand Custodian, and W. .Vincent S. Ramsey. Assistant Cus-
todian, to proceed to Kimball and carefully investigate conditions.
The report of the committee revealed that the brethren would appar-
ently receive a petition from anybody regardless of his standing in
the community. These petitioners would be black-balled or objected to,
as they should be because they were not good material. The report
also disclosed that there were three members of the lodge who had,
for a limited period at least, been violating section 148, paragraph ¢,
I.aw of Freemasonry in Nebraska. This condition was carecfully gonc
into by the committee. The three brethren acknowledged their fault
and promised that there would be no more causc for complaint in this
regard. The cntire membership of the lodge signed a pledge that the
conditions both as to petitions and the violation of section 148-¢c, Law
of Freemasonry in Nebraska, would immediately cease and that here-
after they would endeavor to maintain the dignity of the institution.
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I sent them an order to be read at cach regular meeting until June,
particularly calling their attention to conditions and insisting that they
should not receive petitions from unworthy petitioners, also calling
their attention to the fact that if complaint was again made regarding
the violating of the law by the three brethren, I would at once order
them placed on trial, advising them further that I would turn over all
the papers in the case to the incoming Grand Master, that he might
be fully advised as to the conditions and keep a watchful eye upon
them for the ensuing year. I am inclined to Delieve that we will not
have further complaint from this lodge.

MOSAIC LODGE NO. 55, NORFOLK.

Complaint having been made to me that a member of this lodge
had been found guilty in the civil courts of violating section 148, para-
graphs a and [, on October 4th, 1921, T directed the lodge to place
this brother on trial. On December 20th, 1921, the trial was held and
by a vote of 25 to 10 the brother was found not guilty on both charges,
although a transcript of the record of conviction of the district court
and the police court were produced as evidence. I therefore instructed
the Master to call a meeting of the lodge for the evening of January
25th, 1922, and to notify all the brethren. At this meeting I called
the lodge’s attention to the duty that they owed themselves and the
I'raternity at large and to the fact that no man should be permitted
to be a member in good standing of the lodge who was continuously
bringing the Fraternity into disrepute. I sct aside the sentence for
irregularities in the first trial, and directed that a new trial be held.
The second trial was held March 14th, 1922, at which time the hrother
was found guilty on both charges and was suspended for a period
of six months. T at once wrote the Master of the lodge, suggesting
to him that the case ought to be appealed. He later informed me
that he had talked with several of the brethren and that the brethren
generally did not want it appealed. Accordingly on April 17th, 1922,
I directed the Master to appeal this case to the Grand Lodge. The
majority of the brethren of this lodge apparently resent the fact that
they were directed to bring a brother to trial for unmasonic conduct.
They feel that it is not within the power of this Grand Lodge or the
Grand Master to make them conform to the law of IFreemasonry in
this Grand Jurisdiction. And this sentiment is more or less prevalent
throughout the jurisdiction.

GEORGE ARMSTRONG LODGE NO. 241, CRAIG.

On March 24th, 1922, I rececived a complaint from the Master and
Secretary of this lodge that they had placed a brother upon trial for
gross unmasonic conduct and that notwithstanding the fact that the
evidence was clear, the lodge voted him not guilty. I therefore, on
April 3d, 1922, visited George Armstrong lLodge No. 241, went over




8 PROCEEDINGS OF THE LOmuha.

the evidence carefully, also talked with the Master of a lodge in a
near-by town, and found that this man had continuously for a period of
five years at least violated section 148, paragraph ¢, Law of Freema-
sonry in Nebraska. I set the sentence aside and directed that a new
trial be held. The second trial was held on April 18th, 1922, at which
time the lodge voted him guilty and voted a sentence of indefinite sus-
pension. The case has been appealed to the Grand Lodge by the
officers, they believing that the sentence is not sufficient.

HASTINGS LODGE NO. 50, HASTINGS.

Complaint was made to me that a member of this lodge had been
sentenced to the penitentiary for attempted murder, had been paroled
and was asking for a demit. I at once took the matter up with the
Master, who very gladly agreed to bring charges without being di-
rected, which he did. The trial was held on March 10th, 1922, and by
a vote of 63 to 19, the brother was found not guilty. I asked the
Master to notify the brethren that I would be present at the next
regular meeting of their lodge, April 4th, 1922. At this meeting I
called the attention of the brethren to the fact that a man who had
brought the Fraternity inte disrepute must not remain a member of
any of our lodges, and after carefully examining the evidence I set the
sentence aside and directed that a special communication of the lodge
be called within ten days, at which communication charges should be
preferred against the brother and the trial be held at the earliest pos-
sible moment. The second trial was held on April 21st, 1922, at which
time he was expelled.

NEBRASKA LODGE NO. 1, OMAHA.

July 23d, 1921, T received a complaint from Evening Star Lodge
No. 49, Sutton, relative to the unmasonic conduct of a member of
Nebraska Lodge No. 1. Within the following week I received nu-
merous complaints from other parts of the jurisdiction regarding this
same brother. I at once took the matter up with the Master of Ne-
braska Lodge No. 1, who seemed disinclined to prefer charges. After
considerable correspondence and several persomnal interviews, on Oc-
tober 15th, 1921, I directed the lodge to prefer charges against the
offending brother. The trial was held on December 20th, 1921, and
the brother was indefinitely suspended. This case has been appealed
by Nebraska Lodge No. 1 to the Grand Lodge for your consideration.

RIVERTON LODGE NO. 63, RIVERTON.

On March 21st, 1922, T received a letter from Riverton Lodge No.
63, Riverton, advising me that a member of their lodge had been tried
for unmasonic conduct in Wray Lodge No. 71, Wray, Colorado, and
been expelled. I at once took the matter up with the Grand Master
of Colorado. He sent me the letter of complaint which had first been
sent to the Grand Master of Kansas, under the impression that this
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brother belonged in that Grand Jurisdiction, who in turn had sent it
to the Grand Master of Colorado, who had ordered the lodge at Wray
to try the brother. This they did, with the above result. On March
29th, 1922, T affirmed the decision of the Colorado lodge and directed
Riverton Loodge No. 63 to place the brother on the rolls as expelled by
Wray Lodge No. 71, Wray, Colorado. On April 4th, 1922, the Master
of Riverton Lodge No. 63 met me in Hastings. The matter was care-
fully gone over. The brethren of Riverton Lodge No. 63 felt that
the brother had been too severely penalized. Desiring to give him
every opportunity to prove his innocence, I issued a letter to River-
ton Lodge advising them to hold my order of March 29th, 1922, in
abeyance until they could send a personal representative to Wray,
Colorado, to investigate all the conditions in regard to this trial. On
April 24th, 1922, T received a letter from the Master of this lodge,
who had personally visited Wray, Colorado, and spent two and one-
half days carefully investigating the case, and I am pleased to report
that he found that the trial had been fairly conducted; that there was
no question as to the brother's guilt, and that the lodge would be glad
to carry out my order of March 29th, 1922, affirming the sentence of
expulsion imposed by Wray Lodge No. 71, Wray, Colorado. I believe
this action to be in conformity with the well-defined rule of Masonic
jurisprudence.

FIDELITY LODGE NO. 51, DAVID CITY.

On November 29th, 1921, I received a complaint from a member of
this Lodge regarding the misconduct of one of the members. I investi-
gated the charges and found that the hrother had embezzled the funds
of at least three customers of his bank; that he forged the name of a
member of Fidelity Lodge as a subscribing witness to a legal paper;
that he forged at least eight promissory notes, signing the names of
various customers thereto and selling them to innocent purchasers;
that he had made false and fraudulent statements to the customers of
the bank and to the state banking department as to its condition; by
this means he had not only defrauded numerous people out of a great
deal of money, but had also wrecked the bank of which he was the
active head; that he deserted his family on the 28th day of July, 1921,
and that he was then and is now a fugitive from justice.

The complaint containing the above charges was made out by the
Junior Warden on the 19th day of December, 1921. The trial was held
on May 2d, 1922, at which time he was found not guilty on each and
every specification. No report was made to me by the lodge, but I
was informed by a brother of the result of the trial. On May 26th,
1922, T wired the Master of Fidelity Lodge No. 51 for a copy of the
complaint and the proceedings of the trial, which T received on May
20th, 1922. T at onrce set the sentence aside, and directed the lodge to
prefer charges at the next regular communication of the lodge and to
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hold the trial within 60 days after the charges were filed. 1 also wrote
them a lctter calling their attention to their duty and responsibility in
this case.

As this trial will not be held until after this annual communication
of the Grand Lodge, I recommend that the Grand Lodge affirm the
setting aside of the sentence and directing the Lodge to place this
brother on trial.

YORK LODGE NO. 56, YORK.

On September 10th, 1921, written charges were presented to me
relative to the unmasonic conduct of a brother of York Iodge No. 56,
who was a resident of the city of Omaha. After a careful investigation
of the charges, deeming them of sufficient importance, on September
22nd, 1921, T directed York Lodge No. 56 to place the brother on trial.

The trial was held on November 29th. The brother pleaded guilty
and asked that he be given the privilege of doing his part in correcting
the abuses that had crept into the institution. I recommended to the
lodge that no further action be taken for one year; to this the lodge did
not agree, and the case was continued indefinitely, for a period not to
exceed one year, so that the matter could be taken up at any time the
lodge might so direct. At the regular meeting of the lodge in February,
the brother was expelled by an almost unanimous vote.

The brother, in a letter to me, complained that the action of the
lodge in passing sentence was irregular, and after giving the matter
consideration I ordered that the sentence of expulsion as voted by
York Lodge be set aside, and that all resident members of the lodge be
summoned to appear at any regular or special meeting to be called for
further consideration of the case, the accused brother to have at least
three days’ notice. The lodge would then proceed to vote upon the
guilt or innocence of the accused, and if he should be found guilty by
a vote of the lodge, in accordance with the law, sentence should be
voted in accordance therewith.

On May 31st, 1922, accompanied by R.".'W..Brother Edward M.
Wellman, Deputy Grand Master, I visited York Lodge No. 56. The
lodge voted upon the guilt or innocence of the accused, and he was
found guilty on cach of the four specifications, following which he was
expelled by more than the necessary two-thirds vote.

ST. JOHNS LODGE NO. 25, OMAHA.

Repeated complaints having been made to me relative to the un-
masonic conduct of a Past Master of this lodge, on December 8th, 1921,
I wrote to the Master of St. Johns Lodge No. 25, asking for an inter-
view. On December 13th, 1921, the Master met me in my office in
Omaha. The matter was carefully gone over and it was agreed that
he was to prefer charges against this brother at the regular business
meeting in February, 1922,
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On February 10th, 1922, T write to the Secretary of St. Johns
Lodge No. 25, asking him to send me a copy of the charges that had
heen filed at the regular meeting in February, and was informed that
no charges had been filed, but that the Master had appointed a com-
mittee consisting of the Senior Warden, Junior Warden, and Secretary
of the lodge to investigate the conduct of this brother.

On February 22nd, 1922, T wrote to the Master, calling his atten-
tion to our agreement, and directed that these charges must be pre-
pared and preferred at the next regular meeting, March 2nd, 1922. On
March 1st, 1922, the Master wrote me a letter, inclosing the report of
the committee claiming that no evidence could be found to bring the
hrother to trial. At the regular meeting held March 2nd, 1922, the
Master was not present and no charges were preferred against the
brother.

The unwillingness of the Master to prosecute this case, which at
first was not so apparent, was now an absolute certainty in my mind.
Feeling that the Master was the one obstacle to placing this brother
on trial in accordance with Masonic law, on April 6th, 1922, T arrested
the jewel of the Master of St. Johns Lodge No. 25, and placed the
lodge in charge of the Senior Warden, as Acting Master. At this meet-
ing I issued an official order directing that the lodge meet within
twenty days, at which special meeting they were to prefer the charges
against this brother, and that the trial be held at the earliest possible
time according to our law.

The trial was held on May 8th, 1922, The brother was tried upon
six charges. On the three more serious charges, the vote stood 75
guilty to 55 not guilty; 80 guilty to 53 not guilty; 77 guilty to 52 not
guilty, lacking a few votes of the necessary two-thirds majority to
find the brother guilty. As the trial lasted until after 4:00 o’clock in
the morning, many of the older members found it impossible to stay.
This case has been appealed to the Grand Lodge for your further con-
sideration. In this connection, I desire to express my appreciation to
the Acting Master and officers of St. Johns Lodge No. 25 for their
earnestness and desire to uphold the honor of their lodge.

The trial having been completed and appealed to the Grand Lodge,
on May 15th, 1922, T issued an order restoring the jewel of the Master
of St. Johns Lodge No. 25.

OTHER TRIALS.

In addition to the above cases, ten trials have been held. In these
cases where the lodges have written and asked my advice, I have
advised that the brother be brought to trial. This the lodges were
glad to do without being directed.

REFUSAL TO SET SENTENCE ASIDE.

August 20th, 1921, I received a request from a former member of
Hickman Lodge No. 256, who had been indefinitely suspended by the
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lodge, the decision being affirmed by the Grand Lodge in June, 1921,
asking me to set the sentence aside and order a new trial. I reviewed
the evidence carefully and considered the case closed.

On September 21st, 1921, T received a request from a former
member of Seneca Lodge No. 284, who had been expelled by the lodge
June 15th, 1921, requesting that I set the sentence aside. I wrote the
lodge for a transcript of the record and after reviewing the evidence
carefully T decided not to reopen the case.

On April 21st, 1922, 1 received a request from a member of
Parallel Lodge No. 152, Liberty, to set aside the sentence of indefinite
suspension against his son, a former member of this lodge, who was
tried March 9th, 1922. I wrote to the Master and after receiving a
transcript of the record and statement of the facts in the case, I de-
cided not to reopen it, but advised the brother that he might appeal
to the Grand Lodge if he so desired.

Brethren:

In giving you the facts in the above cases of law enforcement, I
have done so with two ideas in mind; first, that you as members of the
Grand Lodge are entitled to know just what has occurred this year,
just what conditions and opposition have been encountered in the
enforcement of the law; second, that you may in having these facts
before you be enabled to decide whether you want the law of Free-
masonry enforced or not.

During the interval between the communications of this Grand
Body shall the Grand Master, who is your representative, endeavor
to uphold the high standard of Masonry throughout this Grand Juris-
diction?

Shall the influence of other organizations be used to hamper the
work of your lodges and your Grand Master in the discharge of their
duties?

Is this law, which you, yourselves, have compiled, designed for
the rich and the poor alike, for the influential and the lowly, for the
large lodge as well as the small?

That the brethren who will succeed me as Grand Masters may
know the desire of this Grand Lodge and that the enforcement of law
may never again be questioned, this should be settled here and now.

REMOVAL OF A SECRETARY.

The Master of one of our lodges advised me that the Secretary
of the lodge had been taken seriously ill and removed to a hospital.
He had appointed a brother acting Secretary, who discovered a short-
age. The lodge did not care to prefer charges against this brother
while he was dangerously sick, fearing that it might result seriously,
yet in the lodge it was necessary to have a permanent Secretary. I
therefore, on August 5th, 1921, issued an order to the Master of the
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lodge to arrest the jewel of the Secretary and declare the office vacant.

The course of action to be taken in such a case is not clearly
defined by our law, but the circumstances were such that I deemed
that it was for the best interest of this lodge that this action be taken.
All papers in connection therewith are submitted for yvour consider-
ation.

CONTROVERSIES OVER JURISDICTION.
Ornan Lodge No. 261 vs. Oak Leaf Lodge U.".D.".

On November 1st, 1921, I received a complaint from the Master
of Oak Leaf Lodge U..D."., Lynch, stating that Ornan Lodge No.
261, Spencer, had been receiving petitions from residents of the town
of Bristow, which he claimed was in the jurisdiction of Oak ILeaf
Lodge U.".D.". On November 3d, 1921, I wrote to each lodge, sug-
gesting that a committee consisting of the Master and Wardens of
cach lodge meet and establish the line of jurisdiction between the two
lodges. The matter was agreed upon between the two lodges and it
was found that the town of Bristow was within the jurisdiction of
Oak Leaf Lodge U.".D..

On February 22nd, 1922, I received a second complaint from the
Master of Oak Leaf Lodge U.".D.",, that Ornan Lodge No. 261 had
conferred the degrees upon three brethren out of their jurisdiction.
I took the matter up through correspondence with Ornan Lodge No.
2601, but was unable from the correspondence to arrive at a conclusion
as to the facts. On March 9th, 1922, T appointed W.".Albert R. Davis.
Grand Junior Deacon. my proxy, to visit both lodges, thoroughly
investigate, and report the conditions to me. On March 15th, 1922,
Brother Davis made this investigation and from his findings I found
that two brethren had been given the degrees by Ornan Lodge No. 261
who were the lawful material of Oak Leaf Lodge U.".D.". On March
18th, 1922, 1 issued an order requiring Ornan Lodge No. 261 to return
the fees collected by them from the two brethren to Oak Leaf Lodge
U.".D.",, less $5.00 for Grand Lodge fees. I am pleased to report that
Ornan Lodge No. 261 has complied with my order, and I feel cer-
tain that there will be no more controversy regarding jurisdiction
between these lodges.

Kimball Lodge No. 294 vs. Potter Lodge U.".D.".

April 4th, 1922, T received a complaint from the Secretary of Kim-
ball Lodge No. 294, stating that Potter Lodge U.".D.’. at Potter
had been receiving petitions from residents of the town of Dix, which
he claimed was in the jurisdiction of Kimball Lodge No. 294. On
April 11th T wrote to the Master of each lodge, suggesting that a
committee be appointed consisting of the Master and Wardens of
each lodge to meet and endeavor to settle the line of jurisdiction be-
tween the two lodges. I am in receipt of a letter from both lodges
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stating that the matter had been agreeably settled between them and
that there will be no further controversy over the matter of jurisdic-
tion.

Nehawka Lodge No. 246 vs. Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6.

On May 12th, 1922, I received a complaint from the Master of
Nehawka ILodge No. 246, Nehawka, that Plattsmouth lLodge No. 6,
Plattsmouth, had conferred the degrees upon a candidate out of their
jurisdiction. I at once wrote to the Master of Plattsmouth Lodge
No. 6, who advised me that the matter would be investigated, and if it
was found that they had trespassed upon the jurisdiction of Nehawka
Lodge No. 246, that they would immediately adjust the matter.

WEAK LODGES.

At the last communication of the Grand Lodge the condition of
the weak lodges was considered very fully. Following out your in-
structions, I have personally visited most of the weak lodges; have
gone into conditions as carefully as it was possible to do in the time
allotted to each visit, and helieve that with the exception of two or
three lodges, with careful supervision they will in time be self-reliant
and able to look after themselves.

SOLOMON ILODGE NO. 10, FORT CALHOUN.

Pursuant to your instructions, September 10th, 1921, accompanied
by R..W..Edward M. Wellman, Deputy Grand Master, I visited
Solomon Lodge No. 10, Fort Calhoun. The entire resident member-
ship of the lodge, with the exception of one brother, was present.
Ivery phase of the situation was carefully considered. After spend-
ing the entire evening, I finally agreed that I would restore their char-
ter with the understanding that if the brethren could not agree among
themselves the lodge would be moved to the city of Omaha. On No-
vember 5th, 1921, I issued my proxy to R.".W.".Edward M. Wellman,
Deputy Grand Master, authorizing him to restore the charter, and
issued a dispensation for the lodge to hold an election, and install the
officers. He reports having complied with my request on November
12th, 1921. From reports that I have rececived, the lodge is making
some progress and apparently working in harmony. On account of
restricted territory and a very small town, this lodge can never be
expected to do very much. In my judgment, they should be carefully
supervised. If at any time in the future discord again arises, I believe
that the lodge should be moved. It does not seem to me that this lodge,
created August 15th, 1863, rich in Masonic history and years, should
be permitted to die, and I feel sure that if it is moved to the city of
Omaha it will in a few years become one of our strong lodges.

EXETER LODGE NO. 283, EXETER.

On November 1st, 1921, accompanied by W..Brother Ira C.
Freet, Assistant Custodian, I visited Exeter Lodge No. 283. The
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entire resident membership of the lodge was present, together with
several visiting brethren from surrounding lodges. Conditions were
carefully talked over. I firmly believe that the trouble in this lodge
was that they did not really understand that Freemasonry is an insti-"
tution and not merely a lodge. 1 talked to them along the line of the
duties and responsibilities that they owed the lodge, and the brethren
promised me that they would endeavor to build up a real lodge in this
place. Brother Freet held a three-day school of instruction immediately
following my visit. Later in the year they procured the services of a
Masonic Lecturer, and from reports that I have received I believe that
this lodge is in the way of better things. However, I think that they
should be carefully supervised for a few years at least.

BEE LODGE NO. 259, BEE.

On January 30th, 1922, I spent the afternoon with the Master,
Secretary, and two other brethren of Bee Lodge No. 259. Conditions
were gone into with extreme care, and I found that there were but two
members of the lodge living in the town and seven members living in
the adjacent country. The community at one time had been Ameri-
can, but in recent years the entire population has changed. It is now
composed largely of Bohemians who are ardent Romanists. It is a
serious situation. I could find no fault with the officers or members
of the lodge, but circumstances have been greatly against them. The
brethren present still had hope that conditions might yet improve and
that they could maintain a lodge. I therefore suggested to them that
they use their best endeavors to maintain a lodge, and that I would
recommend to the Grand Lodge and the incoming Grand Master that
they be permitted to endeavor to work out their own salvation until
the communication of the Grand Lodge of 1923. They fully agreed
with me that if conditions at that time had not improved, they would
be willing to surrender their charter. They are, in my judgment,
entitled to our consideration, as they may be likened unto a listening
post in no-man’s land.

GRAFTON LODGE NO, 172, GRAFTON.

On January 9th, 1922, M.".W.".Robert E. French, Grand Custodian,
inspected this lodge and found that they were not able to exemplify
the degrees or give the lectures, also that their lodge room was not
safe, and recommended that certain repairs be made. On January 12th,
1922, 1 issued an order to this lodge that they must perfect themselves
in the work; that if they did receive a petition for the degrees I should
be notified; and that they should not attempt to confer any degrees
until after they had secured the services of some Assistant Custodian,
so that they might be able to confer the degrees in a creditable man-
ner. I have also more or less indirectly heard some very bad reports
of the members of this lodge. Owing to the stress of other duties,
it has been impossible for me to verify the reports. It is a grave
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question in my mind if the charter of this lodge should not be arrested.
I would recommend that this lodge be very carefully supervised by
the incoming Grand Master.

DORIC LODGE NO. 118, DORCHESTER.

The condition of this lodge has not been encouraging and from
a report just received I find that, while the officers are doing everything
in their power to maintain a lodge, the brethren are apparently divided
into two factions, The report came in so late in the year that it was
impossible for me to personally visit this lodge. Conditions are such
that the lodge should be carefully supervised and need the attention
of the incoming Grand Master at the earliest possible moment.

SINCERITY LODGE NO. 244, BATTLE CREEK.

This lodge failed to send in their returns within the time prescribed
by the law. On May 2nd, 1922, I requested M.".W. .Andrew H. Viele,
Past Grand Master, to go to Battle Creek, procure the returns and
send them to the Grand Secretary’s office. He very gladly complied
with my request. He informed me that the lodge had not held any
meetings for some time, and that they were considering surrendering
their charter. This lodge should be carefully investigated by the in-
coming Grand Master.

LODGES UNABLE TO PROPERLY CONFER THE DEGREES.

I have carefully examined the reports of the Grand Custodian and
the Assistant Custodians, who have visited approximately omne-half
of our lodges this year. I found several lodges who were unable to
confer the degrees and give the lectures according to our standard
work. I therefore issued an order to the following lodges to employ
some Assistant Custodian and be able within a period of ninety days
to confer the degrees and give the lectures substantially correct or I
would arrest their charters:

On October 11th, to Mt. Nebo Lodge No. 125, Genoa.

On October 18th, to Keystone Lodge No. 62, Phillips.

On October 28th, to Ramah Lodge No. 275, Bertrand.

On November 1st, to Hildreth Lodge No. 252, Hildreth.

On December 9th, to Wallace Loodge No. 279, Wallace.

On February 7th, to Tuscan Lodge No. 130, Surprise.

All of these lodges have certified to me under seal that they now
can confer the degrees and give the lectures substantially correct.

BY-LAWS APPROVED.

I have approved by-laws or amendments thereto for the following
lodges: Nebraska, No. 1; Lincoln, No. 19; Beatrice, No. 26; Blue
River, No. 30; Fairmont, No. 48; Nelson, No. 77; Euclid, No. 97; Mt.
Nebo, No. 125; Stromsburg. No. 126: Bancroft. No. 145; Jachin. No.
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146; Pythagoras, No. 156; Curtis, No. 168; Grafton, No. 172; Meridian,
No. 188; Arcana, No. 195; Parian, No. 207; Canopy, No. 209; East
Lincoln, No. 210; Compass & Square, No. 212; Cable, No. 225; North
Star, No. 227; George Washington, No. 250; Florence, No. 281; Omaha,
No. 288; Diamond, No. 291; Minatare, No. 295; Liberty, No. 300;
Golden Rod, No. 306; William E. Hill, No. 307; Perkins, No. 308; Win-
nebhago, No. 309; Victory, No. 310; and Polk, No. 311.

SEALS APPROVED.

The Grand Secretary having certified that the designs for seals
chosen by the newly chartered lodges were separate and distinct from
any other design now in use, I approved seals for the following lodges:

July 8th, Winnebago, No. 309; July 26th, Polk, No. 311; July 26th,
William E. Hill, No. 307; July 26th, Golden Rod, No. 306; August 10th,
Victory, No. 310; and October 3d, Perkins, No. 308.

SPECIAL DISPENSATIONS TO CONFER DEGREES
WITHOUT REGARD TO TIME.

June 10th, 1921, I issued my special dispensation to St. Johns
Lodge No. 25, Omaha, to confer the Master Masons degree without
regard to time upon a Fellow Craft Mason, a sailor in United States
Navy, who was called to China for a long period of service.

June 24th, 1921, I issued my special dispensation to Hastings
Lodge No. 50, Hastings, to confer the Fellow Craft and Master Masons
degrees without regard to time upon an Entered Apprentice Mason, a
missionary, who had been called to India for five years’ service.

Having always been very much opposed to granting dispensations
without regard to time, except in very extraordinary circumstances, I
issued only these, deeming them cases of this character.

SPECIAIL DISPENSATIONS TO CONFER DEGREES
WITHOUT REGARD TO TIME REFUSED.

I refused to issue dispensations to confer the Fellow Craft and
Master Masons degrees without regard to time to the following lodges:
Lancaster, No. 54; Geneva, No. 79; Zion, No. 234; Sioux, No. 277;
and to confer the Master Masons degree to the following lodges: St.
Paul, No. 82; Samaritan, No. 158; Perkins, No. 308; and Oak Leaf,
U..D.".

SPECIAL DISPENSATIONS.

July 10th, 1921, T issued my special dispensation to Melrose Lodge
No. 60 to elect officers out of time, they having elected their officers
June 1st, 1921, contrary to Grand Lodge law.
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July 11th, 1921, T issued my special dispensation to Thistle Lodge
No. 61, Lexington, to elect and install a Junior Warden July 12th, 1921.

August 13th, 1921, I issued my special dispensation to Bee Hive
Lodge No. 184, Omaha, to elect and install a Secretary on or before
September 1st, 1921,

August 24th, 1921, I issued my special dispensation to Sterling
Lodge No. 70, Sterling, to continue their work, they having lost their
hall and charter by fire. This dispensation was granted without fee.

August 25th, 1921, T issued my spceial dispensation to Tecumseh
Lodge No. 17, Tecumseh, to install the Junior Warden on or before
November 1st, 1921. On December 1st, 1921, I extended the time to
read on or before December 31st, 1921, without additional fee.

November 8th, 1921, I issued my special dispensation to Solomon
Lodge No. 10, Ft. Calhoun, to elect and install officers, they having
been unable to elect at the lawful time on account of their charter
having been arrested. 1 waived the fee in this case.

March 25th, 1922, T issued my special dispensation to St. Johns
Lodge No. 25, Omaha, to receive charges and set date for trial of a
brother at a special communication to be held by my order on or before
April 26th, 1922, Fee waived.

March 25th, 1922, T issued my special dispensation to Hastings
Lodge No. 50, Hastings, to receive charges and set date for trial of
a brother at a special communication to be held by my order on or
before April 14th, 1922. Fee waived.

May 16th, 1922, I issued my special dispensation to Silver Cord
Lodge No. 224, Ainsworth, to elect officers on or before May 3lst.
1922, the Master-elect refusing to accept the office.

May 22nd, 1922, I issued my special dispensation to Boaz Lodge
No. 185, Danbury, to elect officers on or before May 31st, 1922, the
lodge being prevented from holding election at the time fixed by the
law on account of a storm.

May 25th, 1922, I issued my special dispensation to York Lodge
No. 56, York, to hold a special meeting for the further and final con-

sideration of the matter of an accused brother, on May 31st, 1922
Fee waived.

PERMISSION FOR REMOVAL OF LODGE.

October 6th, 1921, I granted permission to Florence Lodge No.
281 to move into the I. O. O. F. hall for a period of ninety days while
their temple was being rebuilt, it being certified by the W. .Master,
Secretary, and four Past Masters that this hall was a safe and suitable
place to hold meetings.

Later this permission was extended for a period of sixty days.

February 12th, 1922, I granted permission to Florence Lodge No.
281 to move into their new Masonic Temple, it having been certified
to me by the W. .Master, Secretary and two Past Masters that the
room was a safe and suitable place to hold meetings.
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REPRESENTATIVES.

June 15th, 1921, I recommended the appointment of Worshipful
Brother Alexander E. Porter, Past Master of Lincoln Lodge No. 19,
Lincoln, and our Grand Tyler, as the representative of the Grand
Lodge of Rhode Island near this Grand Lodge.

June 15th, 1921, I recommended the appointment of Worshipful
Brother Albert R. Davis, Past Master of Wayne Lodge No. 120,
Wayne, and our Grand Junior Deacon, as the representative of the
Grand Lodge of Idaho near this Grand Lodge.

August 20th, 1921, 1 recommended the appointment of Very Wor-
shipful Brother Charles M. Shepherd of Lancaster Lodge No. 54, Lin-
coln, and our Grand Chaplain, as the representative of the Grand
I.odge of Porto Rico near this Grand Lodge.

November 16th, 1921, T recommended the appointment of Wor-
shipful Brother John Wright, Past Master of Lincoln Lodge No. 19,
Lincoln, and our Grand Marshal, as the representative of the Grand
Lodge of Manitoba near this Grand Lodge.

September 21st, 1921, T issued a commission to Brother Arthur H.
Cole to represent the Grand Lodge of Nebraska near that of Missouri.

April 24th, 1922, T issued a comumission to Brother John K. Kol-
lock to represent the Grand Lodge of Nebraska near that of Oregon.

June 5th, 1922, T issued a commission to Brother Henry Herz,
to represent the Grand Lodge of Nebraska near that of New York.

DECISIONS.

I have had innumerable inquiries regarding interpretation of the law.
None of these inquiries I deem of sufficient importance to call de-
cisions.

However, I have made a great many interpretations of the law
passed at the last communication of the Grand Lodge regarding the
qualifications of a Master Mason to petition for the so-called higher
degrees. I have held that a Master Mason must have three qualifi-
cations; first, he must have been a Master Mason for twelve months;
second, he must have attended twelve regular communications of a
Master Masons lodge or lodges; third, he must have complied with
section 66 of the Grand Lodge law as to proficiency.

I have also held that where a brother who has been suspended
for non-payment of dues for more than three years makes application
for reinstatement, and his application is approved by the lodge, in case
of his death before the Grand Master has acted upon his application
for reinstatement, no further action shall be had except recording his
death.
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DEGREES CONFERRED FOR AND BY LODGES IN OTHER
GRAND JURISDICTIONS.

I deem it unnecessary to encumber the record with a list of the
degrees that I have requested the Grand Masters of the various Grand
Jurisdictions to confer as a courtesy to our lodges. There have been
a limited number of requests made from various Grand Jurisdictions
to have degrees conferred by our lodges as a courtesy to them. Every
Grand Master that I have requested to confer the degrees has with
uniform courtesy had the degrees conferred for our lodges. Our
lodges have also conferred all the degrees that have been requested
by other jurisdictions.

INSTALLATIONS.

June 13th, 1921, T installed the officers of Long Pine Lodge No.
136, Long Pine.

June 21st, 1921, 1 attended a joint installation of the officers of
Minnekadusa Chapter No. 246, Order of the Eastern Star, and Minne-
lkadusa Lodge No. 192, of Valentine, where I installed the officers of
the lodge. After the installation services a reception and luncheon was
held, where Mrs. Smith and myself were most royally entertained.

June 24th, 1921, T conferred the Past Masters degree upon the
Master-elect of Garfield Lodge No. 95, O’Neill, following which I
installed the officers, assisted by R.".W.'.Robert R. Dickson, Grand
Junior Warden, who acted as Grand Marshal.

LODGES CONSTITUTED.

On June 16th, 1921, I issued my proxy to M.".W. .Brother Samuel
S. Whiting, Past Grand Master, to constitute William E. Hill Lodge
No. 307, Otoe. He reports having forimally constituted this lodge and
installed their officers June 20th, 1921.

July 5th, 1921, I constituted Victory Lodge No. 310, Valley, and
installed their officers. I was assisted in this function by R.".W.".Ed-
ward M. Wellman, Deputy Grand Master, M.".W.".Robert E. French,
Grand Custodian, and V.".W.".Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain.

July 6th, 1921, I constituted Winnebago Lodge No. 309, Winne-
bago, and installed their officers. I was assisted in this function by
M.".W.".Robert E. French, Grand Custodian, and V.".W.".Charles M.
Shepherd, Grand Chaplain.

July 18th, 1921, I constituted Golden Rod Lodge No. 306, Lodge-
pole, and installed their officers. I was assisted in this function by
M.".W.".Robert E. French, Grand Custodian, and V.".W.".Charles M.
Shepherd, Grand Chaplain.

July 19th, 1921, I constituted Perkins Lodge No. 308, Grant, and
installed their officers. I was assisted in this function by M.".W..
Robert E. French, Grand Custodian, and V.".W.’.Charles M. Shep-
herd. Grand Chaplain.

P
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July 21st, 1921, T constituted Polk Lodge No. 311, Polk, and in-
stalled their officers. I was assisted in this function by M.".W.".Rob-
ert E. French, Grand Custodian, and V.".W.'.Charles M. Shepherd,
Grand Chaplain.

In every case large numbers of brethren from surrounding lodges
were present and each occasion was enjoyable.

LODGES INSTITUTED.

On June 23d, 1921, T issued a dispensation to form a lodge at
Lynch, Boyd County, Nebraska, under the name of Oak Leaf Lodge
U...D.’., with George B. Tonner as W.".Master, George G. Shuber as
Senior Warden, and William B. Sweet as Junior Warden, and twenty
other brethren. This lodge was instituted June 28th, 1921, by W.'.
Brother William D. Spicknall, Past Master of Ornan Lodge No. 261.

On September 10th, 1921, I issued a dispensation to form a lodge
at Potter, Cheyenne County, Nebraska, under the name of Potter
Lodge U.".D."., with Joseph A. Johnson as W.'.Master, Ray A. Bab-
cock as Senior Warden, Carl A. Larsen as Junior Warden, and twenty-
nine other brethren. This lodge was instituted September 12th, 1921,
by W. .Brother Herman Schroeder, Past Master of Frank Welch
Loodge No. 75.

On March 22nd, 1922, T issued a dispensation to form a new lodge
at Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, under the name of Crafts-
men Lodge U.".D.’., with William A. Robbins as W..Master, Fred-
crick M. Andrus as Senior Warden, William S. Holmes as Junior
Warden, and twenty-two other brethren. This lodge was instituted
March 25th, 1922, by Most Worshipful Samuel S. Whiting, Past Grand
Master,

DISPENSATIONS FOR NEW LODGES REFUSED.

During the year I have had petitions for dispensations or corre-
spondence relative to the formation of new lodges from the follow-
ing towns: Pleasantdale, Trenton, Bingham, Oakdale, Ong, Johnson,
and Bladen.

After due consideration, and feeling that it was not for the best
interest of Freemasonry to establish a lodge in any one of these towns,
I refused to grant a dispensation in each case.

In this connection, I particularly desire to call the attention of the
Grand Iodge to the fact that most of the weak lodges are located in
small towns and have been established within the last fifteen years.
In my judgment, there are very few towns in this Grand Jurisdiction
that do not have a Masonic lodge, that are are capable of maintaining
one. I believe the Grand Lodge should take some decided stand on
this subject, so that the Grand Master may be guided by your wishes.
Very few towns of less than 600 people can maintain a Masonic lodge
that will be a credit to itself and to this Grand Lodge.
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CORNER-STONES LAID.

July 11th, 1921, T laid the corner-stone of the Presbyterian Church
at Kearney. In this ceremony I was assisted by R.".W..Edward M.
Wellman, Deputy Grand Master; R.".W.".Charles A. Chappell, Grand
Senior Warden; R.".'W.".Robert R. Dickson, Grand Junior Warden;
V.".W..Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain; M.".W.".Robert E.
French, Grand Custodian, Acting Grand Marshal; M.".W.".Henry Gib-
bons and John J. Tooley, Past Grand Masters. The Grand Lodge was
escorted by Mt. Hebron Commandery No. 12, Knights Templar, sta-
tioned at Kearney. Over 150 Master Masons of Rob Morris Lodge
No. 46 and surrounding lodges participated in this Grand Lodge func-
tion. The day was ideal and a large gathering witnessed the ceremony.

July 22nd, 1921, 1 laid the corner-stone of the Colfax County
Court House at Schuyler. I was assisted in this ceremony by V. .\WW.".
Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain, and M.".W..Samuel S. Whit-
ing, Past Grand Master, Acting Grand Marshal. About 100 Master
Masons of Acacia Lodge No. 34 and surrounding lodges were present
and assisted in the ceremony. The day was extremely warm, yet a
large number of people were present.

September 10th, 1921, I laid the corner-stone of the Masonic
Temple of Florence Lodge No. 281, Omaha. I was assisted in this
ceremony by R..W..Edward M. Wellman, Deputy Grand Master;
R..W.".Francis E. White, Grand Secretary; V.".W.".Charles M. Shep-
herd, Grand Chaplain, and W..John Wright, Grand Marshal. About
75 Master Masons of Florence Lodge No. 281 and a few visitors were
present. The day was extremely cold and windy and for this reason
there were but few people present to witness the ceremony.

September 23d, 1921, I laid the corner-stone of the Central High
School, Norfolk. I was assisted in this ceremony by R.".\W.".Robert
R. Dickson, Grand Junior Warden; V..W..Charles M. Shepherd,
Grand Chaplain; W..Edwin D. Crites, Grand Senior Deacon; W.".
Albert R, Davis, Grand Junior Deacon; M.".W..Samuel S. Whiting.
Past Grand Master, Acting Grand Marshal; M.".W.".John A. Ehr-
hardt, Charles E. Burnham, and Harry A. Cheney, Past Grand Mas-
ters, and Lute M. Savage, Assistant Custodian. About 150 Master
Masons of Mosaic Lodge No. 55 and surrounding lodges assisted in
the ceremony. The day was extremely warm, but an immense throng
of people witnessed the ceremony.

October 31st, 1921, I laid the corner-stone of the Girls’ Dormitory
of Hastings College, Hastings. I was assisted in this ceremony by
R..“W..Charles A. Chappell, Grand Senior Warden, Acting Grand
Marshal, and V.".W.".Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain. The
Grand Lodge was escorted by Mt. Nebo Commandery No. 11, Knights
Templar, stationed at Hastings. About 75 Master Masons of Hastings
Lodge No. 50 assisted in the ceremony. The day was ideal, though
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windy. The ceremony was witnessed by the entire student body of
the college and a large number of residents of Hastings.

November 15th, 1921, I laid the corner-stone of the High School
building at Valentine. In this ceremony I was assisted by V.. W.".
Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain; W..George A. Beecher, Grand
Orator; W..Edwin D. Crites, Grand Senior Deacon, and W. .Frank-
lin E. Stump, Acting Grand Marshal. The Grand Lodge was escorted
by my own commandery, Bethel, No. 28, Knights Templar, stationed
at Long Pine. There were about 200 Master Masons, members of
Minnekadusa Lodge No. 192 and surrounding lodges, present. This
was, without any question, the most successful Grand Lodge function
this year. The procession was several blocks long. Among the im-
mense throng of people who witnessed the ceremony were quite a
number of Sioux Indians. At noon, preceding the ceremony, a barbecue
dinner was served to the visitors and residents of Valentine.

November 17th, 1921, I laid the corner-stone of the High School
building at Chadron. I was assisted in the ceremony by W. .Edwin
D. Crites, Grand Senior Deacon, and W..George A. Stevens, Assist-
ant Custodian, Acting Grand Marshal. The Grand Lodge was escort-
cd by Melita Commandery No. 22, Knights Templar, stationed at
Chadron. About 100 Master Masons of Samaritan Lodge No. 138
were present. Notwithstanding the fact that there were five inches
of snow and the thermometer stood at zero, approximately 1,000 people
witnessed the ceremony. The condition of the roads made it impos-
sible for the brethren of the surrounding lodges to drive in to assist
in the ceremony.

November 30th, 1921, T issued my proxy to R..W..Edward M.
Wellman, Deputy Grand Master, to lay the corner-stone of the Polk
County Court House at Osceola, who was assisted by M.".W.".Robert
L. French, Grand Custodian, and M..W..Samuel S. Whiting, Past
Grand Master, Acting Grand Marshal. Brother Wellman reports a
very successful occasion. Fifteen lodges were represented and 1,500
people were present to witness the ceremony.

March 4th, 1922, I laid the corner-stone of the Garden County
Court House at Oshkosh. In this ceremony 1 was assisted by R.\.W.",
Charles A. Chappell, Grand Senior Warden, Acting Grand Marshal.
About 125 Master Masons from Oshkosh Lodge No. 2806 and sur-
rounding lodges were present. Brethren came from as far as North
Platte, and several brethren drove from Julesburg, Colorado, to wit-
ness the ceremony. The day was ideal and it is said that it was the
largest gathering of people ever gathered together in the county. I
had to travel nearly 1,200 miles to lay this corner-stone.

March 24th, 1922, I laid the corner-stone of the new Public School
building at Hay Springs. In this ceremony I was assisted by W.".
Edwin D. Crites, Grand Senior Deacon, Acting Grand Marshal, and
W..George A. Stevens, Assistant Custodian. The Grand Lodge was
escorted by Melita Commandery No. 22, Knights Templar, stationed
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at Chadron. About 125 Master Masons from Hay Springs Lodge No.
177 and surrounding lodges assisted in this function. The town was
gaily decorated. Every business house closed and a very large num-
ber of people witnessed the ceremony.

DEDICATION.

March 2nd, 1922, 1 dedicated the lodge room of Florence Lodge
No. 281, Omaha. I was assisted in this ceremony by R.".W.'.Edward
M. Wellman, Deputy Grand Master; M.".W.".Robert E. French, Grand
Custodian, Acting Grand Marshal; M.".W.".James R. Cain, Jr., Past
Grand Master; W.'.Charles A. Eyre, Lute M. Savage, Assistant Cus-
todians, and W.".John T. Poucher, as Grand Orator. The Grand
T.odge was escorted by fifteen members of Mt. Calvary Commandery
No. 1, Knights Templar, stationed at Omaha, in full uniform. A
very large number of brethren and their ladies were present. A very
fine musical program was given following the dedication. This was
one of the most delightful Grand Lodge functions that has been held
this year.

FUNERALS CONDUCTED.

June 19th, 1921, at the request of the Master of Silver Cord Lodge
No. 224, Ainsworth, I conducted the funeral ceremonies for Brother
Louis Osborn, a member of that lodge.

January 3d, 1922, at the request of the Master of Silver Cord Lodge
No. 224, Ainsworth, I conducted the funeral ceremonies for Brother
Frederick W. Sisson, a member of that lodge.

OFFICIAL VISITS.

September 9th, 1921, I visited Mizpah Lodge No. 302, Omaha, and
witnessed the conferring of the Entered Apprentice degree.

October 7th, 1921, I visited Long Pine Lodge No. 136, Long Pine,
and conferred the Master Masons degree upon Kenneth G. Bucklin,
the son of a Past Master of the lodge and a friend of many years’
standing.

October 11th, 1921, T visited Minnekadusa Lodge No. 192, Valen-
tine, and conferred the Master Masons degree.

November 15th, 1921, I again visited Minnekadusa Lodge No. 192,
Valentine. This was an evening session following the corner-stone
laying in the afternoon. There were a large number of brethren
present. The Grand Chaplain and the Grand Orator both delivered
addresses on this occasion.

November 17th, 1921, 1 visited Samaritan Lodge No. 158, Chad-
ron. This was an evening session following the laying of a corner-
stone in the afternoon. I was tendered a six o’clock banquet and in
the evening I conferred the Master Masons degree A large number
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of brethren were present and the entire day proved to be very instruc-
tive and delightful.

November 29th, 1921, I held a conference in the afterncon with
the Master of Oliver Lodge No. 38, Seward.

December 15th, 1921, T visited St. Johns Lodge No. 25, Omaha,
and witnessed the conferring of the Fellow Craft degree.

December 28th, 1921, I conferred with the Master and Secretary
of Crystal Lodge No. 191, Scotia. &

December 28th, 1921, I conferred with the Master of Ord Lodge
No. 103, Ord.

December 28th, 1921, I visited Blazing Star Lodge No. 200, Bur-
well. Although the lodge had had less than twenty-four hours’ notice
of my intended visit, there were over sixty members present, and we
had a very enthusiastic meeting.

January 23d. 1922, T visited Capitol Lodge No. 3, Omaha, and
witnessed the conferring of the Master Masons degree.

January 24th, 1922, T visited Ashlar Lodge No. 33, Grand Island,
and witnessed the conferring of the Master Masons degree.

January 30th, 1922, 1 visited Oliver Lodge No. 38, Seward. This
was a special meeting called for my visit. There were a large number
of brethren present and many visitors from the surrounding lodges.

January 31st, 1922, T visited Canopy Lodge No. 209, Elmwood.
This was an afternoon meeting especially called for my visit. The
weather was stormy, but there was a very good attendance and an
enthusiastic meeting was held.

January 31st, 1922, by special invitation, I visited Lincoln Lodge
No. 19, Lincoln, and witnessed the conferring of the Master Masons
degree by the members of North Star Lodge No. 227. The lodge room
was filled to the capacity and we had a very delightful occasion.

February 22nd, 1922, I attended the afternoon and evening ses-
sions of a central school held in Fidelity Lodge No. 51, David City.
The Grand Custodian and three Assistant Custodians were present at
this school, and the Master Masons degree was conferred in the eve-
ning. It proved to be a very instructive meeting.

February 23d, 1922, I visited Liberty Lodge No. 300, Lincoln, and
witnessed the conferring of the Master Masons degree.

March 3d, 1922, 1 visited Platte Valley Lodge No. 32, North
Platte. This was a meeting called especially for my visit. There were
a large number of brethren present from North Platte and surround-
ing lodges. A very interesting meeting was held.

March 6th, 1922, accompanied by R."."W.".Edward M. Wellman,
Deputy Grand Master, I visited Pomegranate Lodge No. 110, Ash-
land. This was a meeting called especially for my visit. Although
the weather was bad, a great many brethren were present and it
proved to be an enjoyable occasion.

April 5th, 1922, T visited Right Angle Lodge No. 303, Omaha.
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April 19th, 1922, 1 visited Covert Lodge No. 11, Omaha, and
witnessed the conferring of the Master Masons degree.

On May 17th, 1922, T visited Occidental Lodge No. 215, Cedar
Bluffs. This visit was made by special request of the Master, who
desired my presence at a trial.

On May 18th, 1922, T visited East Lincoln Lodge No. 210, Lincoln,
and witnessed the conferring of the Master Masons degree in the
afternoon. Following a 6:00 o’clock dinner, a fine musical program
was rendered and several of the brethren from surrounding lodges
delivered short addresses. The lodge room was taxed to its capacity.
Hospitality and good fellowship certainly predominate in this lodge.

On May 19th, 1922, 1 visited Minden ILodge No. 127, Minden.
Fourteen of the surrounding lodges were represented at this meeting
and a very large number of brethren were present. This is the home
lodge of R.".W..Charles A. Chappell, Grand Senior Warden, who
assisted in making this occasion very enjoyable.

On May 20th, 1922, I visited Omaha Lodge No. 288, Omaha, and
witnessed the conferring of the Master Masons degree.

RECEPTIONS.

June 20th, 1921, my home lodge, Long Pine, No. 136, held a public
reception, to which all the members of the lodge and of the chapter
of the Order of the Eastern Star and many of the old residents and
friends were invited. A very interesting program was rendered. The
oldest living Past Master of the lodge, Brother John S. Davisson,
who had conferred the degrees upon me, came from Omaha, a distance
of 250 miles, to be present at this reception. Words fail me to express
my appreciation of the uniform courtesy and support that my own
lodge has given me, for while we may be few in numbers, the true
Masonic spirit prevails among the brethren.

July 8th, 1921, T was tendered a reception by the lodges of my
home county at Ainsworth. Practically every Master Mason in the
county was in attendance at this reception, which was one of the
largest gatherings that I have attended this year. Every lodge from
Valentine to O’Neill, a distance of 120 miles along the North West-
ern line, was represented, with one exception. R.".W.".Robert R.
Dickson, Grand Junior Warden, was also present. Many interesting
talks were given, followed by a luncheon. This occasion was partic-
ularly pleasing to me, because I have lived in the county for nearly
forty years and have been intimately acquainted with practically every
Master Mason therein. I shall always look back upon this as one of
the delightful events of my life.

July 20th, 1921, Rob Morris Lodge No. 46, Kearney, tendered a
reception to the Grand Officers. There were present R.".W. .Charles
A. Chappell, Grand Senior Warden; M.".W.".Robert E. French, Grand
Custodian; V.".W.".Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain, and W.".
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George A. Beecher, Grand Orator, whom I had the pleasure of publicly
installing on this occasion. A large number of the brethren and their
families were present. A delightful program was rendered and sev-
eral interesting talks were made b8 the brethren. This being the home
lodge of our good Uncle Bob, the brethren vied with each other to
show their appreciation of the long years of service he has rendered
to this Grand Lodge. This was one of the delightful occasions of
the year.

On May 5th, 1922, T was tendered a reception by the officers and
members of Arcana Lodge No. 195, Gordon. The lodge met at 5:30
o'clock in the afternoon; a dinner was served at the usual hour, fol-
lowed by an interesting evening in the lodge room. Practically the
entire membership of the lodge was present and several visitors, True
western hospitality prevailed and a delightful evening was spent by
all who were privileged to be present.

JORDAN MEDALS.

Wahoo Lodge No. 59, Wahoo, and Capitol Lodge No. 3, Omaha,
having certified to me that they had lost their Jordan Medals, I there-
fore instructed the Grand Secretary to forward a medal to each lodge
to replace the one lost.

January 23d, 1922, I attended a dinner given in honor of the oldest
living member of Capitol Lodge No. 3, Omaha, Brother William J.
Connell. Following the dinner, I had the pleasure of presenting this
brother with a Jordan Medal. He had been a member of this lodge
for fifty-two years.

February 16th, 1922, 1 visited Garfield Lodge No. 95, O’Neill, and
had the pleasure of presenting the oldest living member of this lodge,
Brother Charles H. Stowell, with a Jordan Medal. This was the
fiftieth anniversary of his being made a Master Mason, he having
originally received his degrees in the Grand Jurisdiction of New York.

Both of these occasions were extremely pleasant and I believe
this is one custom of this Grand Jurisdiction which should never be
allowed to be discontinued.

OTHER VISITS.

On June 24th, 1921, in company with R.".W.".Robert R. Dickson,
Grand Junior Warden, I attended a union meeting of all the lodges in
Holt County at Atkinson, this being the seventh annual reunion held
on this date. On account of an auto accident, I arrived late in the
c¢vening, but had an opportunity to address the brethren, a large num-
ber of whom were present from the four lodges in Holt County. This
is the only organization of the kind in this Grand Jurisdiction, and is
a very worthy one. The place of meeting is rotated among the lodges
in the county, and it gives them an opportunity to become better
acquainted and has strengthened the bond of fraternal friendship
among the brethren. This was indeed a very enjoyable occasion.
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January 22nd, 1922, T was invited to attend a union church service
held in Trinity Methodist Church of Lincoln, to which all the Masons
and their families of Lincoln and surrounding towns were invited. A
large number of the brethren and their families were present.

On April 18th, 1922, I was invited to visit Trowel Lodge No. 71,
Neligh, who had as their guests the other two lodges in Antelope
County, one lodge from Holt County and one lodge from Madison
County. There were 160 brethren present. I was given an opportunity
to address the brethren during the evening. Following the banquet,
several good talks were given along Masonic lines and a very de-
lightful and profitable evening was had by all who were permitted
to be present.

REINSTATEMENTS.

I have received during the year 58 applications for reinstatement
of brethren who have been suspended for non-payment of dues for
more than threce years. These have all been referred to the committee
for their consideration. Forty-eight applications have been approved,
four have been refused, and one brother died before I had acted upon
his application. After reading over carefully all of these applications,
I am more firmly convinced than ever that this is a very wise provision
of our law. I have a feeling that in the future applications will increase
and may become quite a burden upon the Grand Master, but never-
theless the Grand Lodge should safeguard these reinstatements care-
fully.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

Early in February I was advised that our lease on the Grand
Secretary’s office and library in the Masonic Temple would expire
January 1st, 1923, and that the Temple Craft desired the appointment
of a committee to confer relative to a new lease. On February 27th,
1922, I appointed M.".W.".George H. Thummel, Past Grand Master;
M.".W.’.James R. Cain, Jr., Past Grand Master, and R.".W.'.Francis
E. White, Grand Secretary, a committee with power to act, to confer
with the Temple Craft of Omaha in regard to a new lease. The com-
mittee has performed their duty and will report to you later in the
session.

TAXATION.

The State Tax Commissioner has announced that he intends to
tax the property of all fraternal institutions and societies. This is a
matter of importance to our lodges. So long as church property of
all kinds is not assessed, I see no reason why our property, which is
used exclusively for charitable and benevolent purposes, should be
taxed. This matter should be carefully considered by the Grand Lodge
and some unified action be provided for, that the interests of the
lodges may be fully protected.
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MASONIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION.

On November 9th, 10th, and 11th, 1921, accompanied by R.".W.".
Edward M. Wellman, Deputy Grand Master, and R.".W..Francis E.
WWhite, Grand Secretary, I attended the third annual meeting of the
Masonic Service Association of the United States, which was held
in Chicago, Illinois.

I was very much impressed with the meeting. Some very fine
addresses were delivered and in fact it was the greatest Masonic gath-
ering that it has ever been my privilege to attend. The program as
outlined by the executive committee is worthy of our consideration,
and from my observation, traveling over all parts of the jurisdiction
that I have this year, I find that the brethren everywhere are anxious
for information regarding Masonic activities of every description.

If we are to remain an active member of this association, I feel
that we ought to appoint a committee and appropriate a small amount
of money to have this program carried into the lodges throughout
the jurisdiction. It will not be an easy matter to find the brethren
who will take the needed time to organize a speaker’s bureau, but I
fcel confident that when this is once accomplished the brethren will
be delighted to receive the information which the executive committee
have so carefully compiled.

The Grand Masters of several jurisdictions in which they have
organized and are carrying out this program say that it is bringing
wonderful results; that the attendance at the lodges has been aug-
mented, and that the brethren generally are taking more interest in
their lodges.

GEORGE WASHINGTON NATIONAL MASONIQ
MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION.

On account of various other duties, T found it impossible to attend
the annual meeting of this association held in Alexandria, Virginia,
February 22nd and 23d, 1922. 1 issued my proxy to M.".W. .Robert E.
Evans, Past Grand Master, who was able to attend the meeting. W.".
George C. Mason, chairman of the committee to solicit funds, was also
privileged to attend the meeting.

Both brethren have reported to me that there was a very large
attendance, representing practically every Grand Jurisdiction in the
United States. Approximately two-thirds of the funds needed for this
memorial have been raised. Many jurisdictions have already raised
their quota of one dollar per member in full, and it is hoped that
active building operations will begin this year. An endeavor is being
made to lay the corner-stone on November 4th, 1922, which is the
anniversary of the date on which George Washington received his
Euntered Apprentice degree.

The chairman of the committee reports to me that $7,500.00 has
been collected for the memorial in this jurisdiction. The brethren
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ought to decide at this communication of the Grand Lodge whether
they desire to complete the quota asked of us or not.

MASONIC RELIEF ASSOCTATION OF THE UNITED STATES
AND CANADA.

Finding it impossible to attend the meeting of this association held
in New Orleans, October 3d, 4th, and 5th, 1921, T issued my proxy to
R.".W.".Francis E. White, Grand Secretary, and directed him to attend
the meeting and represent this Grand Lodge.

MASONIC HOME.

On January 22nd, 1922, in company with M. E.".Willlam W.
Metz, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter, R.C A M. .; M.".1.".
Frederick W. Tyler, Grand Master of the Grand Council, R.".& S.'.
M. ., and V. .E..Arthur C. Stem, Deputy and Acting Grand Com-
mander of the Grand Commandery, K,".T."., I visited the Nebraska
Masonic Home.

We had not notified the President nor the Superintendent that we
intended to visit, as we desired to see the Home under ordinary con-
ditions.

A very thorough examination of the Home was made. I visited
all the residents who were able to receive visitors, and I am pleased
to report that our residents are contented and happy. They are re-
ceiving every comfort and care that it is possible to give to them. In
fact, it is a haven of rest for those of our brethren and their families
who, through infirmities of age, are no longer able to care for them-
selves. During the afternoon, it being Sunday, a Pastor of one of
the loca¢ churches held services in one of the parlors, which was at-
tended by all the residents who were able to be present.

This i1s a real Home in every sense of the word and the brethren
may well feel proud of the part that they are taking in maintaining’ it.

On January 23d, 1922, T attended the annual meeting of the stock-
holders of the Home. Nine hundred and seven shares of the 955
shares issued were represented at this meeting. Full reports were made
by the President, Secretary, and Superintendent. I need not go into
detail, as a full record of this meeting has been printed and mailed to
each lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction. Sufficient to say that the
finances of the Home are in excellent condition; that the Board of
Trustees, who attend the meetings every month, receive no salary and
pay their own expenses to attend these meetings. Many of the breth-
ren do not fully appreciate the sacrifices made and the earnest labor
that the Board of Trustees is performing for them, without the hope
of fee or reward. At this meeting it was suggested that so many of
the residents of the Home need medical care and constant attention
of nurses that an infirmary is almost a necessity. It was therefore
suggested to the Board of Trustees that the matter be carefully con-
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sidered and that some plan be formulated whereby an infirmary might
be built in the near future.

On March 6th, 1922, I attended the monthly meeting of the Board
of Trustees of the Home. At this meeting tentative plans for the in-
firmary were looked over and it was decided to hold the next meeting
at the Home, in order that the Trustees might look over the grounds,
note the condition of the residents, who need medical and nursing
care, and be in better position t~ act intelligently upon the proposition.

On April 5th, 1922, T attenaed the Board of Trustees’ meeting at
Plattsmouth. A large majority of the Board of Trustees was present.
The grounds were carefully looked over and the matter of building
an infirmary was carefully considered. It was the unanimous opinion
of the Trustees present that such a building should be erected in the
very near future.

The Grand Commandery, Knights Templar, at its annual con-
clave held in April, voted to donate $10,000.00 to help in the erection
of this building. I have carefully considered the subject from every
angle and I am firmly convinced that we should build an infirmary
at the carliest possible moment and that this Grand Lodge should
appropriate sufficient funds that the buildings may be erected, that
the comfort and health of our sick residents may be fully protected.

CHILDRENS HOME.

During the year I have been privileged to visit the Childrens Home
at Fremont on five different occasions. On one of these visits I made a
careful investigation of the buildings and the grounds.

At the last communication of the Grand Lodge $30,000.00 was
appropriated to build a new cottage. The Grand Chapter of the Order
of the Eastern Star has approximately $20,000.00 which they are going
to use to build an infirmary or isolation ward, which will be built in
connection with this cottage. The committee has the plans drawn
up and approved, but has not yet started active operations, waiting
until material and labor are more reasonable. It is hoped, however,
that active operations may be started this summer, as the committee
in charge of the children are renting one house in Fremont and expect
to have to rent another one to accommodate the children whom we
are being called upon to care for.

We now have forty-three children in our Home, with an ever-
increasing number whom it is necessary for us to provide for. From
=very indication this part of our work is going to increase from year
to year.

I can not speak too highly of the Matrons who are so earnestly
andeavoring to make real men and women out of these children whom
circumstances have placed in our charge.

While our residents at the Home have all long since passed the
meridian of life and the only thing we can do for them is to see that
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they have every comfort and pleasure until the setting of the sun,
these children are going to be the men and women of tomorrow, the
fathers and mothers of the generation that will follow us. What a
wonderful responsibility for us. The brethren may well feel proud
that our children are all healthy, contented, and good students of the
public schools of the city of Fremiont.

PROMULGATION OF THE WORK.

For several years there has been a Committee on Promulgation of
the Work. At the last communication of the Grand Lodge, the com-
mittee reported that its duties were merely nominal and of no practical
benefit to either the Grand Custodian or to the Craft, and recommend-
ed that it be discharged from further service. This report having been
adopted, the entire consideration of the Promulgation of the Work
was left to the Grand Custodian under the direction of the Grand
Master,

We had several consultations and much correspondence over va-
rious phases of the work, and finally decided that an added interest
in perfecting the esoteric work could be created by issuing Certificates
of Proficiency; first to lodges, whose officers are able to confer all the
work of the degrees and the lectures substantially correct; second, to
any brother who is able to confer the work of all the degrees and the
lectures substantially correct.

I have issued during the year certificates to eight lodges and to
forty-nine brethren.

I have discovered that interest is growing materially in these cer-
tificates, and I feel very certain that they will do more to interest
many of the brethren who have heretofore never been interested in
perfecting themselves, than any other mode of promulgating the work.
This means that in addition to our twenty regular commissioned As-
sistant Custodians, we have forty-nine brethren who are able to teach
the standard work of this Grand Jurisdiction.

I recommend the approval of the Certificates of Proficiency, both
for lodges and for members.

ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS.

One of my first official acts was to commission the Assistant Cus-
todians who were then in service. Later in the year one of the breth-
ren, unable to serve in this capacity any longer, resigned. His resig-
nation was accepted. On August 1st, 1921, 1 issued a commission to
W.".Brother Lamont L. Stephens, Past Master of Porter Lodge No.
106, Loup City. On August 13th, 1921, I issued a commission to W.".
Brother Francis A. Robey, Master of Lincoln Lodge No. 19. These
brethren were recommended by their lodges and passed satisfactory
examinations conducted by Most Worshipful Robert E. French, Grand
Custodian, who certified to me that they were substantially correct in
all the esoteric work.
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May I, at this time, speak a word of commendation for these
brethren who so unselfishly devote a great deal of their time and
energy to the perfecting of our esoteric work? 1 believe that our
lodges generally are on a higher plane of proficiency than ever before,
and while there is plenty of room for improvement, yet I believe the
work is improving from year to year, and all the credit for this is
due entirely to the Grand Custodian and his Assistants.

VETERAN GRAND LODGE ATTENDANCE.

I note in checking over our proceedings that we have fourteen
brethren who have attended twenty-one or more communications of
the Grand Lodge. Among these veterans, I desire to particularly call
vour attention to Right Worshipful Francis E. White, Grand Secre-
tary, who is today attending his fiftieth communication of our Grand
Lodge. He first attended in 1871 and since that time has missed but
two sessions of the Grand Lodge.

Very few brethren have been privileged to have fifty years of
activities in a Grand Lodge. The service that he has rendered to this
Grand Body can not be recounted in words, for not even we, who
have been permitted to labor with him, have a full conception of his
unselfish loyalty and devotion to Freemasonry. No words that I
might add here can either take away or add to the wonderful service
that he has rendered this Grand Body.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

I recommend that a committee be appointed to prepare a form of
a questionnaire to be used in connection with the petitions for the
degrees, and that when approved by the Grand Master its use be made
obligatory on all lodges.

I recommend that Article 10, Constitution of the Grand Lodge,
be amended, giving the Grand Master the power to remove any elec-
tive officer of a lodge for good reason shown until the next annual
communication of the Grand Lodge.

I recommend that a suitable jewel be purchased for the Grand
Master at a cost not to exceed $200.00, this jewel to be kept in the
custody of the Grand Master and at the time of installation be turned
over to his successor in office.

I recommend that in accordance with the approved recommenda-
tion of Past Grand Master Fradenburg, the history of Monitor Lodge
U..D."., as compiled by our Grand Secretary, Francis E. White, be
published. This history in years to come will be extremely interest-
ing and of untold value to this Grand Lodge, and should be published
this year, regardless of cost.

I further recommend that the Grand Secretary shall not sell, give,
or exchange any of the bound volumes of the Grand Lodge to any
association or individual except Past Grand Masters and new lodges.
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I further recommend that Section 174 of the Grand Lodge Law
be amended so as to provide that a majority vote of the members of
the lodge shall be necessary to sustain any charge or specification,
instead of a vote of two-thirds as is now provided.

I further recommend that Section 27-A be amended by adding after
the words “solvent banks” in th