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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

Grand Lodee of the Most Ancient and Honorable

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
OF NEBRASKA,

AT THE

SIXTIETH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION,

HeLD IN OMAHA, JUNE 5TH AND 6TH, 1917.

FIRST DAY-—MORNING SESSION.

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska met in
annual communication in Freemasons Hall, Omaha, on Tues-
day, June 5th, A.".1.°.5917, A. D. 1917, there being present:

VMEESWEANDREWS HESVITE LIRS PSS sy S Grand Master,
R2 Wi i. BREDERICHIT EMBI IS 45 SRR Deputy Grand Master,
R.".W..AMBROSE C. EPPERSON........c...... Grand Senior Warden,
RA4. W 2. JOHN Ji. ROO LEY-A:3F vty oSyt s LI Grand Junior Warden,
R (W . BRANCIS R . SV TR e S e s Grand Secretary,
V..W..CHARLES M. SHEPHERD.............. Grand Chaplain,
W S WILETAMEE VA NDRE W SER o e et Grand Orator,
MEGWEL A ROBERBAHE SHRENCHY L i s i S Grand Custodian,
W.".JOSEPH B. FRADENBURG............. Grand Marshal,
W EEWISHE. | SV s e e e i Grand Senior Deacon,
W..EDWARD M. WELLMAN..........u.... Grand Junior Deacon,
W.".ALEXANDER E. PORTER............... Grand Tyler,

and representatives from two hundred and forty of the two
hundred and seventy chartered lodges.

The Deputy Grand Master called the Grand Lodge to
order, and in accordance with the law a lodge of Master
Masons was opened in ample form.
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Deputy Grand Master Temple announced that there was
in attendance a large number of Past Grand Masters who
had done much for Masonry in the past, and stated that it
was fitting and proper that they be received with due
honors, thereby showing our appreciation of their valuable
services to the Craft. He directed the Grand Senior Deacon
and the Grand Junior Deacon to repair to the reception
room and present to the Grand Lodge all of the Past Grand
Masters who were in attendance. W. .Brothers Smith and
Wellman thereupon retired and escorted M. .W.'.Brothers
George H. Thummel, James R. Cain, Sr., Edwin F. Warren,
Robert E. French, Samuel P. Davidson, James P. A. Black,
John A. Ehrhardt, Frank H. Young, William W. Keysor,
Robert E. Evans, Charles E. Burnham, Harry A. Cheney,
Henry Gibbons, James R. Cain, Jr., Alpha Morgan, Thomas
M. Davis, and Samuel S. Whiting, Past Grand Masters, to
the altar, where they were introduced by W. .Brother Lewis
E. Smith, Grand Senior Deacon, and welcomed by R.".W.".
Brother Frederic L. Temple, Deputy Grand Master, and
saluted with the honors of Masonry.

It being announced that M.".W.'.Brother Andrew H.
Viele, Grand Master, was in waiting, Past Grand Masters
George H. Thummel and Edwin F. Warren, accompanied by
the Grand Senior and Junior Deacons, were requested to
retire and escort him to the lodge room. The M.".W..
Grand Master entered the lodge room during the playing of
the organ and the singing of ‘“Welcome Greeting,”’ page 731,
and on reaching the altar was saluted with the Grand
Honors. After being escorted to his station in the East and
being presented with the gavel, the Grand Master replied to
the welcome with a few appropriate remarks.

It having been ascertained by roll-call that a constitu-
tional number of lodges was represented, the Most Worship-
ful Grand Master declared the sixtieth annual communica-
tion duly opened for the transaction of such business as
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might regularly be brought before it, and due proclamation
thereof was made by the Grand Marshal.

The Grand Secretary read a letter of greetings and
good wishes from Past Grand Master Frank E. Bullard,
with regrets that he could not attend the communication.

Grand Master Viele requested M. . W. .Brother
George H. Thummel, the oldest Past Grand Master present,
and Past Grand Master John A. Ehrhardt, a veteran of the
Civil War, to retire and present the flag of our country to
the Grand Lodge. They returned bearing the Stars and
Stripes, and the remark of Past Grand Master Ehrhardt:
“It is with a great deal of pleasure that I present to this
Grand Lodge, ‘Old Glory,’”’ brought forth the most enthus-
iastic and hearty greeting ever witnessed in the Grand
Lodge. When the applause had subsided the Grand Master
ordered the flag saluted with the Grand Honors, and dis-
played on the platform during the session. The brethren
thereupon joined in singing ‘‘The Star Spangled Banner.”

The Grand Master made a few remarks breathing
loyalty, devotion, and patriotism, and asked W..Brother
John F. Poucher, 41, to address the Throne of Grace.
Brother Poucher delivered a tender and touching prayer,
appealing to the Great Architect of the Universe for
strength to do our full duty in these trying times, and for
protection to our army and navy, and to all those who risk
their lives in defense of our country, our rights, our free-
dom, and liberty. At the conclusion of the prayer, the
Grand Master called upon V.".W. .Charles M. Shepherd,
Grand Chaplain, to address the Grand Lodge with reference
to the times we are facing. The Grand Chaplain responded
in a most eloguent manner, speaking especially of our duty
as Americans and what we are and can and must do in this
crisis to help to sustain the right of a free people to govern
themselves. The address aroused great enthusiasm in the
Grand Lodge, and at its conclusion every member rose to
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his feet and applauded vigorously. At the order of the
Grand Master all joined in singing ‘‘America.”

If the enthusiasm of the members of the Grand Lodge is
any criterion of the feeling of the people, it can be said that
theyare united in their loyalty to our country, and that there
is a firm resolution, no matter what follows, that we will make
any and all sacrifices necessary until our honor is vindicated
and every right restored. At no time in the history of our
Grand Lodge has such a meeting as that of today been held.
Patriotism was breathed with every word; men accustomed
to public speaking were overcome by their emotion, and many
eyes were dim;tears of which men were not ashamed trickled
down their cheeks, as in their hearts they consecrated them-
selves to the cause of liberty, freedom, and fraternity.

Past Grand Master George H. Thummel presented the
following resolutions which were unanimously adopted by a
rising vote:

WHEREAS, a state of war exists between the United States of
America and the Imperial Government of Germany,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Masons of Nebraska in
Grand Lodge assembled, realizing most keenly the gravity of the hour,
vet firmly convinced that the principles of autocracy are subversive of
the liberties of a free people, that it is impossible for nations holding
such widely divergent views to long exist as neighbors; that whenever
ambitions and greedy Imperialism are strong enough then Government
of t-l;]e People, by the People and for the People must perish from the
earth;

THEREFORE, with faith in the justice of our cause, with malice
towards none, with charity for all, contending not only for the per-
petuity of our free institutions, but for the liberty of all peoples and
nations, we pledge to our President our unswerving loyalty, and our
devotion to the cause in which we are now entering.

RESOLVED, that it is our patriotic duty to assist and contribute in
every manner possible towards the success of this gigantic war, per-
haps Man’s decisive war for Liberty, possibly Autocracy’s last stand.

RESOLVED, that we most heartily approve of the action of our
Board of Trustees of the Nebraska Masonic Home in subscribing for
ten thousand dollars of Liberty Bonds;

RESOLVED, that as a further evidence of our devotion to our coun-
try, this Grand Lodge hercby authorizes the purchase of five thousand
dollars additional Liberty Bonds, the same to be turned over to the
Trustees of the Home as part of its Endowment Fund.

RESOLVED, that as Masons we will in every possible manner con-
serve our resources, practise economy, aid in financing the war, and
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with love of Country in our hearts instill in our children love of Home
and Country.

The Grand Master called up the Grand Orator, W..
Brother William E. Andrews, to address the brethren, which
he did in a very eloguent and impressive manner, taking the
American ‘““Star Spangled Banner,” the British ‘“Union
Jack,” and the French ‘‘Tricolor,” and handing them to
three brethren; they were held aloft in a triangle, and
Brother Andrews explained the grouping of the flags and
their significance, as follows:

The American and French flags were used to represent the mili-
tary and naval power that won victory for liberty over monarchy at
Yorktown. In that contest the British flag stood for monarchy. But
note the marvelous changes that have occurred since that time. Today
Great Britain stands for the principles of liberty and freedom for
which we fought in the Revolutionary War. Hence we now group
together the Stars and Stripes, the Tricolor, and the Union Jack in
the pending contest for liberty and freedom around the world.

On motion of Past Grand Master George H. Thummel
a collection was taken to be turned over to the War Relief
Society, to be used in purchasing supplies for making hos-
pital dressings. Brother Thummel made a strong appeal for
each one to contribute personally to this cause. The col-
lection amounted to $250.65.

At twenty minutes past twelve o’clock, P. M., the Grand
Lodge was called from labor to refreshment until twoo’clock
P. M., the brethren uniting in singing “The Battle Hymn of
the Republie.”

FIRST DAY —AFTERNOON SESSION.
Tuesday, June 5th, 1917.
The Grand Lodge resumed labor at the appointed hour,
with officers and members as at the morning session, Grand
Master Viele presiding. All joined in singing one stanza of
“The Star Spangled Banner.”
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On motion of Past Grand Master Samuel S. Whiting, the
contemplated visit to the Childrens Homes at Fremont was
indefinitely postponed.

Most Worshipful Andrew H. Viele, Grand Master, de-
livered the following:

ADDRESS.

T'o the Members of the Grand Lodge:
Dear Brethren:

The sands of time in the mystic hour-glass have again shifted,
betokening the close of another Masonic year for this Grand Jurisdic-
tion, so in the name of the All-wise Father we have gathered in this
our annual communication, I, as Grand Master, to render an account
of my stewardship, and you to review the same and to enact such
measures as in your judgment are necessary for the best interests of
the Craft.

In welcoming you to this, our sixtieth anniversary, we are reminded
that we have arrived at the three-score mark, the allotted time of most
men, yet Masonry, it seems to me, is just entering its youth in its
endeavors for the betterment of mankind, for the raising of a higher
standard of higher ideals and grander achievements. For if we are to
be instruments in spreading the light of wisdom, extending the prin-
ciples of righteousness, dispensing the beauty of morality, and lessening
the sum of human misery and degradation, then we have but entered
upon our career of usefulness, of high and holy aspirations. When
we look to the signs of the times, we see those countries who boast of
their culture, their civilization, and aristocracy, grasping each other
by the throat, sharpening their swords, tearing down from their fasten-
ings the peaceful bells that were intended to cali the people together
to offer up their adorations to the great I Am, and moulding them into
cannon and bullets with which to shed the blood of their fellow-men,
those whom God has created in His own image. Even our own fair
land, where dwells a peace-loving people,has been caught in the whirl-
pool and has been drawn into the awful maelstrom. Is this the
enlightened Twentieth Century, of which we so proudly boast? Is it
not high time we awoke from our slumber of satisfaction and took cog-
nizance of our surroundings? As the ominous clouds are gathering
we can almost hear the thunder crash of arms. Let us not give up
hope; there is a potent force in the world that has stood the test of all
time. God still lives and His love soothes the dying and brings com-
fort to the afflicted. Is it not meet and just that the church of the
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living God and the brotherhood of Masonry should become comrades
in arms, and work in a common cause and have the same aims in view?
Inthis endeavorthis Grand Jurisdiction can take a most prominent part.
‘While the past year has been one of great activity and excitement, all
within our borders has been at peace; not a single case of grievance of
a serious nature has been presented to me for adjustment. Equally
true is this in our connection with all the Grand Jurisdictions with
which we are in fraternal relationship; in all my correspondence with
them it has been most cordial and fraternal. Every request I have
made has been granted when it possibly could be, and it has been a
real pleasure to me to fraternize with such Royal Craftsmen.

Then, my brethren, let us close up our ranks and shoulder to
shoulder, march in solid phalanx, waging a warfare, not for conquest
of greed cr of gain, but of right, righteousness, and humanity.

“Then the whole world will lend a hand
To make way for the brotherhood, make way for man.’”’

NECROLOGY.

‘‘Man proposes—God disposes.’’

While our custom does not require the Grand Master to refer to or
comment upon the passing away of our beloved fraters, I feel it not
only a privilege but partially a duty to speak of those who have been
called in the past year.

Just as I was beginning to think we would be spared the ordeal of
being called to the obsequies of any of our official family, past or pres-
ent, like a flash of lightning from a clear sky came the message
announcing the death of Past Grand Master Zuingle M. Baird. While
I did not know Brother Baird very intimately, I have learned since his
death how little he was really known to any of us; that beneath a rough
exterior was a MAN, one whose heart was as true as steel, whose char-
ity was as boundless as the wants of his fellow creature and his ability
to give; in his home where he was best known he was best loved.

Scarcely had the bells ceased tolling o’er the death of Past Grand
Master Baird than they rang out again their mournful peal of the pass-
ing of Levi D. Phipps, Assistant to the Grand Custodian. Brother
Phipps was a man who was beloved by all who ever came in touch with
him. Just the week before his death he was holding a school of
instruction in his own lodge and fifty Masons turned out to receive his
instruction, little thinking how soon he would be taken from them.

How forcibly this record reminds us of the uncertainty of life; that
we too are passing away; that however exalted our station or humble
our birth, we will soon meet on the common level of the tomb. I can-
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not refrain from quoting a distinguished personage of the past when
he said: ‘‘In the democracy of the dead all men are equal. There is
neither rank nor station nor prerogative in the republic of the grave.
At this fatal threshold Dives relinquishes his millions and Lazarus
his rags. The poor man is as rich as the richest, and the rich man is
as poor as the pauper. The creditor loses his usury and the debtor is
acquitted of his obligation. Here at last is nature’s final decree in
equity. The wrongs of time are redressed, injustice is expiated, the
irony of fate is refuted, all ceases in the realm of death. The strongest
has no supremacy, and the weakest needs no defense. The mightiest
captain succumbs to that invincible adversary who disarms alike the
victor and the vanquished.”

So my brethren, let us not think that death or the grave is our
worst enemy; that dark cloud that we look upon with so much dread is
but a mantle that shuts out the glory ineffable that lies beyond. Let
us think that the friends waiting over there are but just waiting for the
lifting of the veil to welcome us home. With this thought of our loved
ones we watch and wait.

““With a cheery smile and a wave of the hand,
He has wandered into an unknown land,.....
Think of him faring on, as dear
In the love of There as the love of Here......
He is not dead —he is just away.”’

NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME.

I feel that it would be useless for me to make any extended explan-
ation of our splendid Home at Plattsmouth after the excursion there
last year by this Grand Lodge. I feel that nearly all the delegates are
fully advised as to what the Home really is. However, to satisfy my-
self in full, later in the year I again visited the Home unannounced,
the Superintendent not knowing that I was coming until I arrived at
the door. I had with me Past Grand Master Frank H. Young, President
of the Home Board.

We went over the property, investigating every detail from the
heating plant to the storage-room, as well as the different apartments.
I found the Home in as neat and homelike condition as it was on the
day we were there as a Grand Lodge. I met nearly all of the residents,
and they seemed to te contented and happy; one old gentleman and his
wife told me it was the best home they hadeverhad. We are now caring
for at the Home twenty-four women and twenty men; the average age of
the women is sixty-six and seven-tenths, and of the men, seventy-one
and three-tenths years.
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On October 5th I attended the meeting of the Home Board in
Omaha. I was favorably impressed with the business-like manner in
which the affairs of the Home were conducted. No greater interest or
more careful management could be used in the conducting of one’s own
affairs than these brethren give to the management of the business
before them. I was also present and represented the Grand Lodge at
the annual meeting of the stockholders held on January 23d. The
same painstaking methods were used as at the meeting in October,
there being present representatives of each of the Masonic bodies, and
also of the Order of Eastern Star. A great amount of business was
disposed of, and everyone seemed to be working in absolute harmony.
At this meeting of the stockholders, Past Grand Master Thummel in-
troduced the following resolution:

‘‘Resolved that the reception and care of persons entitled to admis-
sion at the Home who are mentally unbalanced be referred to Grand
Master Viele for such consideration and recommendation as he may
deem advisable.”” After due consideration and discussion the same
was unanimously adopted.

The care at the Home of our unfortunate wards who are more or
less unbalanced has been from the beginning a problem exceedingly
difficult of solution. Some of the residents have been violent and hard
to manage, and you all know we have no hospital facilities for even
properly caring for our sick. At times it has seemed that our Home
was more of a hospital than a home. Many of our wards are old
people and require more and better nursing facilities than we have
thus far been able to extend; it is only a question of time when we must
seriously consider hospital service in connection with our Home.

At present it is impossible to care for those mentally unbalanced:
their relatives do not like to send them to the State Asylums where
they properly belong. Often their true condition is not fully given,
and they are received and the Home management tries to make the
best of an unfortunate situation to the detriment and discomfort of
other residents, and even to the patient, as we are unable to give the
healing care and attention that the asylums could give.

From all the study and observation that I have been able to give
the subject, I do not think that persons mentally unbalanced so as to
be termed insane should be received into our Home. If the Grand
Lodge should otherwise conclude, then some arrangements must be
made to properly care for such mentally unbalanced persons as may
come to our Home.

I therefore leave the matter in your hands for your consideration
and action.
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BOYS AND GIRLS HOME.

As directed by the Grand Lodge at its session last year the special
Committee on Childrens Home have erected an additional cottage on
the grounds at Fremont. This cottage is occupied by the boys. Our
orphan children are nicely housed and have all the comforts of a
modern home. I have visited the homes on different occasions, and
here, as at Plattsmouth, the buildings are kept in a neat and
home-like condition. The children all seem happy and contented
and I am sure we are doing a great work in bringing these children
up to be useful men and women instead of letting them run at large to
become vagabonds and eriminals, as they surely would if left to them-
selves.

These Homes are not incorporated and therefore have no stock as
the one at Plattsmouth has. They are managed jointly by the Order
of Eastern Star and the Grand Lodge, the Grand Lodge furnishing
the food supply, and the Order of Eastern Star paying the salaries
of the matrons and other expenses. The Order of Eastern Star pays
twenty-five cents per capita for maintenance, and in addition to thishas
donated about one thousand dollars in money, besides Christmas gifts
and a large amount of canned fruit. The boys and girls are all taught
to work, the girls doing the ironing and helping with the laundry and
house work. The boys are to work in the gardens and fields and assist
in raising as much of the food supply as possible, and at the same time
learn how to work.

We have at the present time, May 1st, eleven boys and eleven
girls at the Home. May I urge upon all members of the Grand Lodge
to pay a visit to the Home at Fremont and see for yourselves what
you have there. I am sure you will agree with me that we have a fine
Home for our orphans and that we are doing a great work.

PROMULGATION OF THE WORK.

This is to me one of the most important matters we have to con-
sider, and one in which I have a deep interest. Being closely
associated with one of our Assistant Custodians, I improved the op-
portunity of becoming proficient enough to be a fair judge of the ac-
curacy of the letter of the work, and I am pleased to say that I have
had the opportunity to hear the different Assistants give the esoteric
work in different places and at different times, and I am fully satisfied
that it is possible for more than one man to give the work in the same
wording and without error.

At our last Grand Lodge meeting I think I gave more than my
usual close attention to the reports of the different committees, but
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especially to those that would affect the government of the Craft in the
future; and one that deeply impressed me was the report of the Com-
mittee on Promulgation of the Work, especially that part
which reads: ‘‘Because of the improved methods of instruction,
and the greater ease in becoming more proficient in the work, we urge
the importance of the more rigid compliance with and enforcement of
Section 8, Chapter II. of the law.’”” It is not necessary to quote
Section 8, Chapter II. of the law, as all ought to be familiar with
it.

Being thus interested as stated above, soon after I was installed
as your Grand Master, and as soon as my duties would permit, I paid
a visit to the office of our Grand Custodian and for one whole day we
studied the situation from its many angles. First of all, to my sur-
prise, the work as we are trying to carry it out, and as our law
directs, and with which I am in hearty accord and would not think of
changing, is such that it is impossible for our Grand Custodian,
efficient, faithful, and hard-working as he is, to perform all the work
alone. For this reason it was a wise provision when the law creating
the assistants was made. What then was to be done? We went over
the systems of other Grand Jurisdictions and finally decided on this
plan: The Grand Custodian should hold one-day Schools of Inspeec-
tion, and wherever lodg'es were found that had not had a School of
Instruction in two years, and were in need of it, an Assistant Cus-
todian should be sent at the expense of the Grand Lodge. In
addition to this, (taking our idea as set forth in other Grand
Jurisdictions) we decided to hold a series of Central Schools to be
held at some central point where it would accommodate the largest
number of lodges, with the understanding that the Grand Master and
Grand Chaplain would attend, if conditions would permit. With this
understanding, we arranged to have eight of these Central Schools,
and I am pleased to say that in most cases they proved a great
success. In one instance it was not, partly because of the date being
so close to the Presidential election; in another it was cancelled.for
lack of attendance. In the others there was a total attendance of
sowmething over fifteen hundred, which I think warrants us in saying
that the effort was worth the trial. I feel confident that a great
amount of good was accomplished and I would most heartily recom-
mend a continuance of the custom. In this connection I wish to
emphasize the good that has come from the assistance of our Grand
Chaplain; his inspiring talks at the social sessions of the Central
Schools have furnished food for thought to thinking minds.
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There can be no question but that the one-man system has out-
lived its day and generation by reason of the following proof; it
cannot meet the demands of the lodges to enable them to keep in close
enough touch with the letter of the work so that they can substantially
comply with the letter or spirit of the law. Believing that any pro-
crastination in this all-important matter is detrimental to the best
interests of Masonry, and with an earnest desire to serve this Grand
Lodge to the best of my ability, and that there may be no further
delay, I have referred the whole matter to the Committee on Promul-
gation of the Work, with the assistance of the Grand Custodian,
fraternally requesting and formally directing them that they
formulate a systematic method based on such principles of justice,
equity, and economy, that it will readily adjust itself to any and all
conditions, local or general, and that they present the same to this
Grand Lodge at this session for its information, consideration, and
adoption, and thus be enabled to meet any and all exigencies that
may arise from any conditions whatever, and thus relieve the Grand
Master of some of the responsibility of this all-important matter.

I do not wish to be wnderstood that I refer to any modification
or amending of Section 8, Chapter II. of the law; what I desire is
specific rules and definite regulations as to the mode and manner of
the application of the law in the promulgation of work -a method
that will insure practical results without loss of time and useless
expenditure of funds. The knowledge of all the facts convinces me
that what I ask is right because it is just.

LIBERTY LOAN.

The action of the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska Masonic
Home at their meeting held May 5th, 1917, in tendering a subseription
of ten thousand dollars, ($10,000.00), for the purpose of purchasing
Government Bonds in what is known as the ‘‘Liberty Loan,’”’ said
bonds to bear interest at the rate of three and one-half per cent$. per
annum, has my hearty approval and commendation. The Masonic
Fraternity is of necessity patriotic, and should be among the first to
rally not only to the defense of the Government, but to assist in
financing its necessities.

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL
MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION.

On January 2d, I received an invitation from Charles H. Callahan,
Secretary of the George Washington Masonic National Memorial
Association, to attend the seventh annual convention to be held in
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Alexandria, Virginia, on February 21st. Being unable to attend in
person, I wrote to Past Grand Master Milton J. Hull, Washington,
D. C., to serve in my stead. He immedjately replied requesting some
person younger in years, and suggesting the name of our Grand
Orator, W. .Brother William E. Andrews; I asked Brother Andrews
to represent me and received his reply accepting the commission; I
have.no doubt he will have a report of the meeting to submit to this
Grand Lodge.
OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS.

I am pleased to say that our relations with other Grand Jurisdic-
tions are of the most pleasant and fraternal. During the year I have
had a great deal of correspondence with the Grand Masters and Grand
Secretaries, principally consisting in matters relative to the conferring
of degrees on brethren who have moved into their jurisdictions, or
moved from their jurisdictions into ours. In all instances but two
in requesting degrees conferred, I met with most cordial response and
my requests werc granted, and I have reciprocated in every instance
where requests were made of me. In one instance, that of Pennsyl-
vania, their law would not permit their lodges to. do work for lodges
in another Grand Jurisdiction, nor do they permit other Grand Juris-
dictions to do their work for them. In Wyoming, their law does not
permit them to confer the Entered Apprentice degree for other Grand
Jurisdictions. They do, however, confer the Fellow Craft and Master
Masons degrees, and have done so in a number of cases for our lodges.
The vast difference in the laws governing the different Grand Juris-
dictions creates considerable confusion in the matter of conferring
degrces. Great care has to be taken in asking for the conferring of
degrees, so that our law in regard to balloting for each degree may
not be violated. Almost my first correspondence with other Grand
Jurisdictions was to correct an error made when one of our brethren
had been illegally made, according to our law. [t would seem to me
that we should enact a law that when one of our members receives the
degree in another Grand Jurisdiction, and it is done accordingto their
law, we might recognize him as being a lawfully made Mason. We
recognize and afiiliate with Masons coming from these Grand Juris-
dictions, and why should we not recognize our own brethren who are
compelled to take the degrees in some other Grand Jurisdiction? I
therefore recommend the enactment of some law that will cover this
point.


have.no
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MASONIC WAR RELIEF ASSOCIATION.

As you are well aware, on November 20th, 1914, this Grand Lodge
was placed in communication with other Grand Jurisdictions to form
the Masonic War Relief Association to relieve the distress of the
belligerent nations of Europe. Our Grand Lodge responded most
nobly, and the sum of $7,790.20 was raised for this fund. So much
was subscribed by this Grand Jurisdiction and others that only
$2,000.00 of our fund was needed at the time. The remainder of the
fund was invested in interest bearing securities, since which time only
the interest has been used. Twice during the year I issued an order
to the Grand Secretary to use such portions of the interest as were
due for the relief of these sufferers; the last hundred dollars, however,
was to be invested in supplies on condition that should our own
country need them, they would be retained for relief in the United
States. I feel that this is a most commendable proposition, showing
as it does our interest in our fellow-man as well in his distress as in
the time of his prosperity.

INVITATIONS.

On November 1st; I received an invitation from the Grand Master
of Oregon to attend the Grand Masters’ Conference to be held in
Portland, Oregon, May 15th, 1917, as a guest of the Grand Lodge of
Oregon.

On November 21st, I received an invitation from Lou B. Winsor,
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, to attend the annual
communication of their Grand Lodge to be held May 224, 1917.

I declined both of these invitations for the reason that they were
so close to our annual meeting that it would conflict with the duties I
owed to my own Grand Lodge in completing arrangements for this
annual communication. I regretted very much my inability to attend
the Grand Lodge of Michigan, it being my old home state and the
state where I was made a Mason. It would indeed have been a great
pleasure to have renewed old acquaintances and to have been their
guest, but I felt, under the circumstances, that 1 owed my services to
the home of my adoption.

DECISIONS.

Thanks to the framers of our laws, they have been made so
plain that very little is left for the Grand Master to do in the matter
of rendering decisions. While I have received a great amount of
correspondence relative to the interpretation of the law, it is so plain
that usually merely by citing the section, the questions were answered
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without the Grand Master making any other decision. There were,
however, a few that I did interpret, as follows:

1. Is a brother who has presided as Master or Warden in a lodge
in a Grand Jurisdiction that does not require the Past Masters
degree eligible to receive the Past Masters degree here? Answer. 1
decided he was not, citing Section LXIII. of the law.

2. A man has lost the index and second fingers of the left hand.
Is he eligible for the degrees of Masonry? Answer. Yes.

3. A brother pays dues in advance; wants demit. Should lodge
refund dues paid? Answer. Section CXXXVIII. requires Grand
Lodge dues paid before granting demit. Honesty would suggest the
return of the unearned local dues.

4. A young man whose father lives at A goes to B to teach school,
and casts his vote there. Can he petition the lodge at A for the
degrees? Answer. No. He lost his Masonic residence when he voted
at B and would have to establish a Masonic residence before
petitioning.

5. Can the White Shrine of Jerusalem use the lodge rooms dedi-
cated to Masonry? Answer. Under the law as declared at the last
communication of the Grand Lodge it is not lawful to permit the
White Shrine to use the hall or building dedicated by the Masonic
Fraternity to the uses and purposes of Masonry.

6. A bridge foreman moving from place to place and living in
boarding cars desires to apply to some lodge for the degrees of
Masonry. Answer. He will have to first establish a Masonic resi-
dence in some lodge jurisdiction.

7. Does the law as declared prohibit holding a policy in the
Masonic Protective Association? Answer. No.

8. Can a lodge vote its funds to be paid into a civie league, said
league organized for charitable purposes? Answer. No.

9. Can a petition be received and degrees conferred on a candi-
date who is paralyzed from his hips to his feet? Answer. No.

FUNERALS ATTENDED AND CONDUCTED.

On June 13th at the request of Plainview Lodge No. 204, I
attended and conducted the funeral services of Brother Samuel J.
Plymesser.

On December 19th I conducted the funeral services of Past Grand
Master Baird at his home in Hartington.

On January 2d I attended and conducted the funeral services of
Assistant Custodian Levi D. Phipps, at the request of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31.
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REPRESENTATIVES RECOMMENDED AND APPOINTED.

On December 28th I recommended the appointment as representa-
tive of the Grand Lodge of Oklahoma, near the Grand Lodge of
Nebraska, of Brother Louis P. Tonner of Evergreen Lodge No. 153, to
succeed Past Grand Master Zuingle M. Baird, deceased.

On June 9th by request of the Grand Master of Nevada, I commis-
sioned Brother Harry A. Atkinson representative of the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska near the Grand Lodge of Nevada. On August 2d, by
request of the Grand Master of Oklahoma, Randall W. Livesay, rep-
resentative nearthe Grand Lodge of Oklahoma; October 25th, by request
of Grand Master of New Jersey, Robert J. Hanna, representative
near the Grand Lodge of New Jersey; December 15th, by request of
Grand Master of New York, Joseph Gottlieb, representative near the
Grand Lodge of New York.

APPROVAL OF BY-LAWS.

During the year I have been called upon to approve the by-laws
or amendments thereto of a number of lodges, as follows:

By-laws approved: Hubbell Lodge No. 92, June 15th; Emmet
Crawford Lodge No. 148, July 1st; Shelton Lodge No. 99, July 3d;
Kimball Lodge No. 294, July 3d; Cowles Lodge No. 296, August 10th;
Geneva Lodge No. 19, October 24th; Blue River Lodge No. 30, Octo-
ber 28th; Minatare Lodge No. 295, January 4th; Golden Fleece Lodge
No. 205, January 13th.

Amendments to by-laws approved: June 21st, James A. Tulleys
Lodge No. 267; June 27th, Waterloo L.odge No. 102; June 27th, Clay
Centre Lodge No. 139; July 24th, North Bend Lodge No. 119: August
12th, Minden Lodge No. 127; August 25th, Incense Lodge No. 182;
September 4th, Granite Lodge No. 189; September 4th, Porter Lodge No.
106; September 4th, Wood Lake Lodge No. 221; October 12th, Platte
Valley Lodge No. 32; October 11th, Diamond Lodge No. 291; October
31st, Guide Rock Lodge No. 128; November 24ith, Evening Star Lodge
No. 49; December 14th, Utica Lodge No. 96; January 4th, Albion Lodge
No. 78; January 4th, Minatare Lodge No. 295; January 30th, Silver
Lodge No. 266; February 26th, Alliance Lodge No. 183; February 26th,
Trowel Lodge No. 71; February 28th, Nebraska Lodge No. 1; March
15th, Doniphan Lodge No. 86; April 23d, Hooper Lodge No. 72; April
23d, Israel Lodge No. 187; May 9th, Silver Lodge No. 266; May 10th,
Alliance Lodge No. 183; May 18th, Ogalalla Lodge No. 159.
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ASSISTANTS TO THE GRAND CUSTODIAN.

On June 8h I re-appointed the following Assistants to the
Grand Custodian, all having passed their examinations and hav-
ing been recommended by the Grand Custodian: Walter W. Wells,
No. 192; Ensign J. Rix, No. 55; James D. Phillips, No. 93; Frederick
L. Wolff, No. 135; Edward M. Wellman, No. 1; Charles A. Eyre, No.
268; Earl M. Bolen, No. 130; Barclay M. Hickman, No. 38; Fred A.
Howe, No. 119; Benjamin Wood, No. 210; Ira C. Freet, No. 56;
Frank L. Haycock, No. 207; Robert B. Walker, No. 170; Levi D.
Phipps, No. 31; Frank W. Boyer, No. 11; Frank W. Farrand, No. 36.

OTHER ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS.

The full quota of Assistant Custodians being twenty in all, T com-
pleted the number as follows: On July 15th, the application having
been made by Samaritan Lodge No. 158, for Brother George A.
Stevens to be commissioned, and he having passed a satisfactory ex-
amination certified to by the Grand Custodian, I issued my formal
commission to him. On August 10th, on application from Lotus
Lodge No. 289 for Alfred G. Hunt, and the recommendation of the
Grand Custodian, I issued my formal commission to him. On Sep-
tember 16th, on application of Rob Morris Lodge No. 46, for Brother
George Burgert, and on recommendation of the Grand Custodian, I
issued my formal commission to him. Also, on the same date, to
Brother Harry L. F. Proffitt, on application of Hastings Lodge No 50,
and recommendation of the Grand Custodian.

CORNER-STONES LAID.

That the ceremonies of laying a corner-stone as carried out by
this Grand Jurisdiction are becoming very popular is evidenced by
the fact that I have received requests to lay the corner-stones of six-
teen public buildings during the past year, two of which were cancelled
for good and sufficient reasons I have laid the following:

On June 26th the corner-stone of the Federal Building at Aurora.

On August 8th the corner-stone of the Scottish Rite Cathedral at
Lincoln

On August 20th the corner-stone of the Masonic Temple at
Surprise.

On September 1st the corner-stone of the Boys Home at Fremont.

On October 4th the corner-stone of the Masonic Temple at Omaha.

On October 18th the corner-stone of the High School Building at
Niobrara.
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On October 19th the corner-stone of the Industrial Training Build-
ing of the Wayne State Normal School at Wayne.

On November 14th the corner-stone of the Methodist Church at
Tekamah.

On November 17th the corner-stone of the Federal Building at
Alliance.

On December 12th the corner-stone of the Public Library Building
at Blair.

On January 11th the corner-stone of the Public Library Building
at Loup City.

On February 27th the corner-stone of the Burt County Court
House at Tekamah.

On May 11th the corner-stone of the High School Building at
Cozad.

On May 16th the corner-stone of the Public Library Building at
Orleans.

All of these occasions were made distinguished events and mem-
orable ones in the communities where they ftook place. In some
places the business houses were closed and the people attended
in large numbers, and in each instance, judging from the comments,
they felt well repaid for the time given. Especially was this tfrue at
the laying of the corner-stone of the Masonic Temple in Omaha. I
believe it would be of interest to the Craft to quote extracts from the
minutes of this oceasion as compiled by our Grand Secretary:

““The laying of the corner-stone of the Masonic Temple above
referred to was without doubt the largest and most successful Masonic
gathering ever held in the state of Nebraska. It was estimated by
those who were able to judge such matters that the number in attend-
ance was larger than that at our Semi-centennial held September
234, 1907.”

“‘One of the interesting features of the ceremony was the gavel
used. The history of this gavel is quite interesting. It was of great
antiquity and came from an Egyptian tomb, being presented to the
Grand Lodge of Nebraska by M.".W.:'.George W. Lininger, Past
Grand Master, who was present at the opening of the tomb when the
gavel was found.”’

This gavel was no myth, as it shows evidence of having been in
actual service, and was undoubtedly used by some stone cutter. The
nature of the wood was hard to determine, but it was much heavier
than any now in use of equal size.

*‘One of the pleasant features of the occasion was the presence of
three of the brethren who forty years ago helped to lay the corner-
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stone of the Masonic Temple now being used. They were George H.
Thummel, Omaha, who was Grand Master at the time the old stone
was laid and presided at the ceremonies, and Louis H. Korty, also of
Omaha, and Eben K. Long, of Plattsmouth.*’

“‘One of the notable features in the line of music was the Fair-
brothers’ Band, composed entirely of members of our Fraternity.”’

I was assisted in these services by every officer of the Grand
Lodge excepting one. There were present a large number of Past
Grand Masters whose presence I very much appreciated. The Grand
Chapter, the Grand Council, and the Grand Commandery, Knights
Templar, were represented by some of their Grand Officers. R.-.
W.-.George E. Knepper, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Idaho was a distinguished guest. Mt. Calvary Commandery No. 1,
of Omaha, over two hundred strong, acted as escort to the Grand
Lodge. The Arab Patrol, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, was also in
the procession.

i DEDICATIONS.

During the year I have dedicated the following Masonic Temples:

On March 30th I dedicated the fine new temple of Alliance Lodge
No. 183. The brethren at Alliance have a beautiful building and a
fine home for the different Masonic bodies, the apartments being so
arranged as to make them very convenient and appropriate for the
use for which they were designed.

On April 18th I dedicated the new temple of Tuscan Lodge No. 130
at Surprise. The brethren of Tuscan Lodge are to be commended for
the zeal and energy they have displayed in the erection of this build-
ing. A great amount of the work was done with their own hands;
even their furniture was made by themselves, and there is none better
or more neatly made in the state.

On April 20th I dedicated the splendid new temple of Fairbury
Lodge No. 35. Here, too, as at Alliance, the brethren have erected a
temple of which any one can be proud, in fact these two buildings are
so similar in beauty and convenience that one would be led to think
they were planned by the same mind. Especially was I impressed with
the wide, spacious entrance; four abreast could enter without incon-
venience.

At each of these ceremonies I was assisted by the Grand
Custodian and the Grand Chaplain. The occasions were made ones of
prominence in the lives of the members and memorable ones in the
communities. Our Grand Chaplain delivered most excellent addresses
at each place which were greatly appreciated by the large audiences
present.
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At Alliance a sanquet was served at which over two hundred sat
down, and a greater number attended the dedication ceremonies.

At Fairbury a luncheon was served after the ceremonies. It was
stated that the attendance was over three hundred. Addresses were
made by members present, and a very interesting part of the program
was the reading of the minutes of the first lodge U.-.D.". held in 1871,
and the presence of the first Master who gave a fine talk, describing
the workings of the lodge from its first meeting to the present time.
At these ceremonies the occasion was made enjoyable by the pres-
ence of Brother John W. Hughes, Past Grand Commander of Ne-
braska, who took part in them.

VISITATIONS.

Being aware that it would be a physical impossibility to visit all
of the two hundred and seventy lodges in the state, and being desirous
of meeting as many of the Craft as possible, I determined to make my
visitations at some central point where the brethren could be invited,
and I could come in contact with more of them than to attempt to visit
the lodges individually, and at a great saving of Grand Lodge funds.

With this aim in view I visited the following lodges:

On July Tth, in company with Past Grand Master Frank H. Young,
I visited Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6.

On July 17th I visited Lone Tree Lodge No. 36, and conferred the
Master Masons degree in the presence of a large gathering of brethren.
After conferring the degree refreshments were served and good talks
given by a number of the brethren present.

On July 18th T visited Rob Morris Lodge No. 46 and conferred the
Master Masons degree on a young man whose father was one of the
officers of the lodge. After conferring the degree a banquet was
served. There was a large number of the brethren present, and some
excellent speeches made. I was accompanied on this occasion by our
Grand Chaplain.

On October 16th I visited Scribner Lodge No 132 and conferred the
Master Masons degree on the son of a Past Master, an old friend, and
a boy whom I had known from his infancy. Afterconferring the degree
a luncheon was served and participated in by a large number of
brethren from the surrounding lodges, and splendid addresses were
made.

On November 28th I visited Fidelity Lodge No. 81 and conferred
the Master Masons degree on one of the candidates. There was a very
large attendance of visitors and members of Fidelity Lodge, it being
estimated that over one hundred and twenty-five were present. A six
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o’clock banquet was served. Brother Charles M. Shepherd, our Grand
Chaplain, accompanied me and delivered one of his inspiring addresses.

On December 21st I visited Mosaie Lodge No. 55 and conferred the
Master Masons degree in the presence of a large number of Masons.

On February 9th I visited Long Pine Lodge No. 136. Here I
witnessed the conferring of the Master Masons degree by our Grand
Senior Deacon, Lewis E. Smith, who did the work in a most excellent
manner, although greatly handicapped for want of room, there being
an attendance of one hundred and fifty. Visitors were there from all
directions and a most enjoyable time was had.

On February 22d I visited Evening Star Lodge No. 49 and witnessed
the conferring of the Master Masons degree upon four candidates, I
conferring the degree on one. Here, as elsewhere, a banquet was
served and was attended by a very large number of visiting brethren.

I have also accepted the invitation of York Lodge No. 56, to attend
a meeting to be held on May 29th. Knowing full well their reputation
for hospitality, I have no doubt that we shall be royally entertained,—
this being written before it would be possible to give a full account of
the meeting.

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS.

On June 13th, T installed the officers of Evergreen Lodge No. 153
at Pierce: on June 16th, the officers of Fremont Liodge No. 15, Fremont
on June 19th, the officers of Northern Light Lodge No. 41, Stanton; on
June 28th, the officers of Mosaic Lodge No. 55, Norfolk; on June 29th, the
officers of Wayne Lodge No.120, Wayne. Nearly all of these occasions
were of a public nature, and were attended by the members of the
Eastern Star and invited guests.

LODGES CONSTITUTED.

In company with Grand Custodian Robert E. French and Grand
Chaplain Charles M. Shepherd, I constituted the following lodges: July
20th, Kimball Lodge No. 294, Kimball; July 21st, Minatare Lodge No.
295, Minatare; August 30th, Cowles Lodge No. 296, Cowles. In each
instance the occasion was made a gala one, and the services were of a
publicnature, the hallsbeingfilled to overflowing. At Cowles, had it not
been for a severe rain storm, which kept a large number away it would
have been impossible to have had the people all within the building.
A banquet was served in each instance, and addresses made by the
Grand Lodge Officers and others present.
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APPROV AL OF SEALS.

On July 8th, I approved of the seal of Cowles Lodge No. 296;
October 28th, the seal of Minatare Lodge No. 295; December 13th, that
of Kimball Lodge No. 294.

SPRINGVIEW LODGE NO. 260.

On January 17th, I was advised by the Secretary of Springview
Lodge No. 260 that the lodge room which they had been oceupying had
been leased, and they had been instructed to vacate; that there was no
other hall in the town suitable for their meeting place, but they were
advised that early in the spring new buildings would be erected and in
one of these they expected to be able to secure new quarters; in the
meantime, they asked information as to what they could do with their
paraphernalia. [ wrote the Secretary advising them to store their
paraphernalia in some safe place; to invoice same and have it insured;
their charter and other important papers to be placed in some vault
until such time as their proposed lodge room could be secured. I
would advise that this matter be recferred to the incoming Grand
Master for his consideration and such disposition as he may see proper.

EVENING STAR LODGE NO. 49.

There has been a great amount of trouble and dissension in this
lodge for a number of years. Grand Masters at different times have
found it necessary to go in person or send a representative to visit the
lodge, to try to harmonize their differences. .

Very soon after assuming the office of Grand Master complaint
was filed with me against the Master of the lodge. I had considerable
correspondence with the Master, and as I thought had matters
straightened out, but later complaint was again made to me.

At about this time the Master invited me to visit the lodge when
they would have work in one of the degrees. I accepted this invita-
tion and in company with the Grand Custodian, M.".W. .Brother
Robert E. French, made the visitation. I was somewhat surprised to
find that the brethren who had been most active in making complaint
against the Master had absented themselves to attend another funec-
tion, notwithstanding their knowledge that we were to make the visit
and to make inquiry regarding the trouble of which they had com-
plained. However, the Grand Custodian and myself went over the
records from the time of the installation of the Master to the date of
our visit. We did not find any offense of a serious nature that the
Master or any member had committed, and as the accusers were not




June, 1917.] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. L

present we came to the conclusion that conditions had adjusted them-
selves.

Soon after our visit I received specific charges of unmasonic con-
duct against the Master, signed by some eleven members of the lodge.
The charges were of such a nature that I deemed it my duty to have
the Master placed on trial. I therefore appointed a commission con-
sisting of R.*.W.-. Brother Frederic L. Temple, Deputy Grand Master,
as chairman, R.".W.:.Brother Ambrose C. Epperson, Grand Senior
‘Warden, and Past Grand Master James P. A. Black to try the case,
first arresting the jewel of the Master and placing the lodge in charge
of the Senior Warden, which was done and the trial was held.

The evidence in the case did not reach me until late, and as I had
so much work to do to prepare for this session of the Grand Lodge
I could not go into it as thoroughly as I should, to be enabled to
render a just and fair decision. I therefore have referred the case and
the evidence to this Grand Lodge, for such decision as in its wisdom
seems best.

SPECIAL DISPENSATIONS TO CONFER DEGREES.

No Grand Master ever entered into the discharge of his duties
more determined not to issue dispensations of this kind than
I, but I have learned that there are conditions under which
such dispensations are permissible and wise. After due consid-
eration of the reasons presented, I concluded that Masonry would
be better served in some instances by granting these dispensations.
I believe that we are justified in granting special dispensations
for men who are willing to offer their lives as a sacrifice on the
altar of their country, and Masonry would be doing herself an
injustice did she refuse to assist these noble patriots. In each case I
required the lodge to notify all resident members of the night that the
ballot would be spread for each degree, and that the candidates pass
a satisfactory examination in the essentials of the preceding degree
before being advanced. The fees required by law were in each instance
paid and the same remitted to the Grand Secretary.

I refused several applications to grant dispensations for what
I considered were good and sufficient reasons.

On July 8th I issued a special dispensation to George W. Lininger
Lodge No. 268 to confer the Fellow Craft and Master Masons degrees
without regard to time.

On January 5th I issued a special dispensation to George W
Lininger Lodge No. 268 to confer the Master Masons degree without
regard to time.
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On April 24th I issued a special dispensation to St. Johns Lodge
Lodge No. 25 to confer the Master Masons degree without regard to
time.

On April 25th I issued a special dispensation to Euclid Ladge No.
97 to confer the Master Masons degree without regard to time.

On May 1st I issued a special dispensation to Lincoln Lodge No.
19 to confer the Master Masons degree without regard to time.

On May 2d I issued a special dispensation to Humboldt Lodge No.
40 to confer the Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Masons
degrees without regard to time.

On May 4th I issued a special dispensation to Friend Lodge No.
73 to confer the Fellow Craft and Master Masons degrees without
regard to time.

On May 7th I issued a special dispensation to Beaver City Lodge
No. 93 to confer the Master Masons degree without regard fo time.

On May 14th I issued a special dispensation to Frank Welech
Lodge No. 75 to confer the Master Masons degree without regard to
time.

On May 31st I issued a special dispensation to Albion Lodge No.
8 to confer the Fellow Craft and Master Masons degrees without re-
gard to time.

DISPENSATIONS TO ELECT OFFICERS.

On May 18th I issued a special dispensation to Olive Branch
Lodge No. 274 to elect a secretary.

On May 18th I issued a special dispensation to Level Lodge No.
196 to elect its officers.

On May 25th I issued a special dispensation to Cedar River Lodge
No. 89 to elect officers.

On June 1st I issued a special dispensation to Minatare Lodge No.
295 to elect officers.

On June 4th I issued a special dispensation to Lebanon Lodge No.
58 to elect a secretary.

FIRES.

On January 8th I received a letter from the Secretary of Hubbell
Lodge No. 92 stating that they were unfortunate in having a fire which
burned their home, this being the second one through which they
passed in the last two years. They were able, however, to save their
charter and most of their records and paraphernalia. He advised me
that Zeredatha Lodge No. 160 of Reynolds kindly offered them the
use of their lodge room in which to hold their meetings, and asked my
permisson for them to hold their meetings in the hall of this lodge, un-
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derstanding of course that it did not extend their jurisdiction and that
they were merely occupying the hall at Reynolds through the courtesy
of the brethren of thatlodge. Later these brethren asked permisson to
hold their meetings in a room over the ticket office in the Burlington
depot. They advised me that the room would have to be quite exten-
sively repaired; inferring from this letter that even at that it would not
be suitable forits purposes, I declined to give my permission unlessthey
would certify under seal of their lodge and the signatures of three
Past Masters as to the safe and suitable condition of the room. My
understanding is that they are still holding their meetings at
Reynolds.
THE CHAIN-LETTER NUISANCE.

My attention has been called several times to the matter of the
chain letter nuisance, lodges or members asking my opinion as to
what should be done. In each case I have advised them to treat them
as they would all waste paper. I believe there are too many people
imploring God to be on their side, and making no effort to get on
God’s side. I dislike to think of the great, kind, and beneficent Ruler
of the Universe as One whose throne has to be bombarded with a
chain of paper missiles, meaningless to all except a desire on the part
of the sender to comply with the request of a friend, but rather do I
desire to think of Him as a kind and indulgent parent, who is ever
ready to give everything that is for my good and which I should
receive in thankfulness, and render to H.m my daily supplications
and ask Him to guide me in His ways, and to Whom all men should
render their individual prayers for guidance and His Divine protec-
tion and strive to walk in His ways, for His ways are ways of
pleasantness, and His paths are paths of peace.

PETITIONS FOR LODGES U.'.D.".

I have had several petitions presented to form lodges U.:.D.".
Two have not been completed so far as to be ready for examination by
the Grand Custodian. The one from Palmer was referred to me at
the last meeting of the Grand Lodge, and after a great deal of corre-
spondence, they decided to postpone action, and asked to have their
petition returned to them, which aceordingly was done. I understand
they will petition again later.

T also have a petition signed by twenty-four brethren at Bethany
and recommended by the nearest lodge. They have complied with all
the requirements and I believe a dispensation should be issued to
them, and would have done so had I received their petition sooners
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but it came to me so late that they could not get organized before
their dispensation would be terminated by law. I have, however, re-
ferred their petition to the Grand Custodian, and authorized him to
make the necessary examination. All papers relative to this matter
are in the hands of the Grand Custodian, except the fee which was
turned over to the Grand Secretary.

I also have the petition of nineteen brethren at Chester. This is
the petition that was brought to the attention of the Grand Lodge last
year, but not having come up in the regular way, nothing was done
with i5. These brethren then appealed to me and asked for a dispen-
sation. I went carefully into the matter and found the facts in the
case to be as follows: The brethren residing at Chester are for the
most part young men, progressive, capable, and honorable gentlemen,
very much alive and interested in the upbuilding of Masonry. They
petitioned to form a lodge U.-.D.-. at Chester, and met all the
requirements and presented their request to the nearest lodge,
Hubbell. This lodge refused to take any action on their petition,
neither recommending it nor refusing to, but did not return the petition
to the brethren at Chester. They therefore procured a new petition,
had it completed and presented it to me. I took the matter up with
the Master of Hubbell Lodge in person, and he advised me thaf the
lodge at Hubbell would not recommend a new lodge at Chester for the
reason that it would cut so much off their territory that they would be
too small to subsist and their lodge would be practically killed. T
then talked to the brethren at Chester. We went over the whole
matter and they expressed themselves as perfectly willing to grant
concurrent jurisdiction with Hubbell L.odge. I then made examination
of Art. XI1., feeling confident of the justness of the request and that
the Grand Master had the authority. I had decided to issue my dis-
pensation to the brethren at Chester, but before doing so I determined
to find a precedent for such action. This I did not not find, but on the
contrary I found a parallel case wherein Bassett attempted to form a
lodge, and Long Pine would not recommend it. The matter was pre-
sented to the Grand Lodge who referred it to the incoming Grand
Master, Brother Robert E. Evans, who made careful inquiry into the
case, but referred it back to the Grand Lodge who ordered a dispensa-
tion granted. I felt that I should follow this precedent, and therefore
ask this Grand Lodge to take some action in this case, for the reason
that it would be unfair to put these brethren to so much expense and
then deprive them of their dispenation. These brethren at their own ex-
pense have secured a regularly commissioned Assistant Custodian to
post them and at their request and expense, I ordered the Grand Custo-
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dian to make formal examination of their proficiency and surroundings,
which he did and he gives them a most excellent report. All papers in
this case are herewith submitted.

On May 19th I received a petition of nineteen brethren at Suther-
land to form a lodge U.-.D.-. I referred the petition and all papers
attached to the Grand Custodian and gave a formal order for him to
make the usual examination. The fee accompanying was forwarded
to the Grand Secretary.

\
APPEAL FROM THE DECISION OF A LODGE.

The matter of appeal of a member of Amethyst Lodge No. 190,
from a sentence of expulsion was referred to me, or to be heard at
the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge.

In going over the evidence in this case, I became convinced that
the heinousness of the crime of which the brother was charged was
such that if he was guilty, he should be more severely dealt with than
by expulsion from the Masonic fraternity; if innocent, it would be
wrong to have these charges hanging over him for a whole year. I,
therefore, went into the case very carefully, and discovered several
errors in the manner in which the trial was conducted. I therefore de-
cided to sustain the appeal and remand the case for new trial.

My first efforts were to ascertain why this brother had not been
tried by the civil courts, and I learned that before the crime of which
he had been accused became known, the statute of limitation covering
such cases had expired in our civil law. I am glad to say that there
is no statute of limitation in our Masonic law over such offenses as
this brother was charged with.

I appointed Past Grand Master Alpha Morgan my proxy to pro-
ceed to Gandy and re-try the case. Brother Morgan very kindly
accepted and in my behalf, notified the lodge and the offending
brother, and on December 6th convened the lodge and directed notice
to be served on all resident members and summoned the brother to
appear, with their respective witnesses. The trial - proceeded and
every opportunity was given the brother to prove himself innocent.
He was also represented by a counsel. After all testimony was in and
argument made, he was declared guilty of the crime with which he was
charged and a sentence of expulsion was pronounced against him.

All papers concerning this case are on file in the Grand Secre-
tary’s office.
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REMOVAL TO NEW LOCATIONS.

I granted permission to the following lodges to occupy new loca-
tions: Fairbury, No. 35; Doniphan, No. 86; Alliance, No. 183; Scotts
Bluff, No. 201; and Minatare, No. 295.

All of these lodges, excepting Minatare, had erected temples of
their own, and I am pleased to say that in each instance it gave them
much better quarters in which to meet, and afforded them fine homes.
In each instance I either made personal examination as to the favora-
bleness and appropriateness for the purposes for which they were
built, or received the information from Past Grand Masters whom I
had commissioned to act for me, or a certificate signed by three Past
Masters of the lodge under seal of the lodge.

On May 18th I gave permission to Litehfield Lodge No. 278 to re-
move to a new location.

HALLS CONDEMNED,

On July 21st notice reached me of the unsafe condition for the pur-
poses for which they were being used, namely, the work of Masonry,
of the rooms occupied by Camp Clarke Lodge No. 285, and Oasis
Lodge No. 271. I commissioned M.'.W.'.Brother Rober{ E. French,
Grand Custodian, to make examination of these halls, and on July
24th he reported that they were not safe for the purposes for which they
were being used. I immediately issued my formal order to both these
lodges not to use their halls again until they were placed in a safe
and suitable condition, certified to me by the Worshipful Masters,
Senior and Junior Wardens, under seal of their lodges. On August
11th T received notice signed by the Master and Wardens of Oasis
Lodge under seal of their lodge that the repairs had been made to
their hall as directed and same was considered safe. I, therefore,
issued my formal order for them to again use their hall. On Septem-
ber 25th I received notice signed by the Master and Wardens, under
seal of their lodge, of Camp Clarke Lodge No. 285, thatthey had made
such repairs to their hall as they had been directed to make, and it
was now safe and suitable for the purposes of all Masonic meetings.
I at once issued my order to them to again occupy their hall and
resume their labors. On March 20th I learned through the report of
the Assistant Custodian who had held a school of instruction in
Antelope Lodge No. 276, that the room they were occupying was
neither safe nor suitable for the purposes for which it was being used.
On this date I issued my formal order that they discontinue their
meetings until they had made said hall safe and suitable or had pro-
cured one that would comply with all the requirements, certified to me
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under seal of their lodge and signed by three Past Masters or the Mas-
ter and Wardens. T later received a letter from the Master stating
that they were planning to occupy a hall that they had formerly used.
On April 21st I received a certificate from this lodge signed by three
Past Masters, attested by the Secrefary, and under the seal of the
lodge, that they had secured a place of meeting and that it was safe
and secure. I at once issued my official order for them to occupy it.

WAIVERS OF JURISDICTION.

On June 14th I approved the waiver of Springview Lodge No. 260,
over a candidate who wished to join Gregory Lodge at South Dakota,
for the reason that he lived very close to the lodge at Gregory and
some distance from the lodge at Springview. I received a very cor-
dial letter from the Grand Secretary of South Dakota thanking me on
behalf of the Gregory Lodge of South Dakota for the action, and sug-
gesting that they hoped to enact a similar law to ours relative to
concurrent jurisdiction; as yet I have heard nothing further.

On November 21st I approved the waiver over a candidate from
Pythagoras Lodge No. 156 in favor of Reed City Lodge of Michigan,
the candidate having moved within its jurisdiction.

On January 5th I approved of the petition for waiver from our
Cedar River Lodge No. 89, to Butte Lodge No. 22, Butte, Montana,
over a candidate, and the same was granted.

On January 8th I approved of a petition of our Square Lodge No.
151 for a waiver over an Entered Apprentice of Narka Lodge No. 349,
of Kansas; request was granted.

On January 13th I approved of the petition of Sincerity Lodge No.
982, Illinois, to our Covert Lodge No. 11 for a waiver over an
Entered Apprentice candidate.

On March Tth, I approved of a request of Boaz Lodge No. 185 to
Norecatur Lodge No. 317 of Kansas, for a waiver of jurisdiction over
a candidate who lived within two miles of our Boaz L.odge and about
twenty miles from the nearest lodge in Kansas. The Deputy Grand
Master of Kansas replied that their law would not permit a waiver
over material residing in their Grand Jurisdiction to join a lodge in
another Grand Jurisdiction.

On March 21st I approved of the petition of Naval Lodge No. 24,
Florida, to our Meridian Lodge No. 188, for a waiver of jurisdiction
over a candidate serving in the United States Navy, and now residing
within the Grand Jurisdiction of Florida.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

The following lodges not being represented at the last annual
communication of the Grand Lodge, I wrote to each of them calling
their attention to the law governing such non-attendance: Nos. 23,
64, 117, 118, 140, 144, 202, 216, 222, 232, 243, 246, and 292. I received
satisfactory replies from all but one, giving good reasons for their
non-attendance.

On August 12th I appointed Past Grand Master Charles E.
Burnham a member of the special Committee on Childrens Home to
succeed Brother Charles L. Mielenz, deceased.

On September 30th I ordered a former member of Nebraska City
Lodge No. 12, extinct, reinstated, he having paid all dues to date.

I gave Springview Lodge No. 260 permission to hold a meeting in
the office of the Master, for the purpose of electing officers. They
are expecting soon to secure a hall in which to meet.

One of our lodges made application for relief for two of its mem-
bers. On investigation it was found that the dues they were assessing
were not enough to meet their expenses. I therefore ordered them to
increase their dues to a sufficient amount to meet all expenses and
have some remaining for emergencies.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

The constituting of our chartered lodges comes at a time of year
when the weather is extremely hot and all new lodges hold their meet-
ings in small and poorly ventilated rooms, making the work of
constituting very irksome and in some instances dangerous, on
account of some being overcome with the heat. I, therefore, recom-
mend changing the wording of Article XII., paragraph 3, of the Con-
stitution which reads ‘‘such lodge shall be duly constituted within
ninety days thereafter’’ to read ‘‘such lodge shall be duly constituted
within one hundred days thereafter.’’

I recommend the striking out of that part of Section 36, Chapter
VI. of the law, which reads ‘‘The action of the lodge or lodges shall
be advisory only.”” Why should we ask the advice of a lodge and
then ignore it?

I recommend that an appropriation be made to cover the actual
expenses of the Grand Marshal in the discharge of his official duties
other than attending the annual communication. Why should we
have a Grand Lodge function at the expense of a subordinate lodge?

I recommend the continuance of holding central schools of instruc-
tion, and that the Assistants to the Grand Custodian be required to
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attend one of the central schools and their per diem be fixed at $2.00
per day and actual expenses. . ;

I recommend that the Grand Custodian be required to visit
schools of instruction in other Grand Jurisdictions once each year,
unless excused by the Grand Master, his expenses to be paid by the
Grand Lodge.

The method of leaving off the rolls in the Grand Secretary’s office
the suspended members, Entered Apprentices, and Fellow Crafts who
have been carried on these rolls for more than five years has not
proven satisfactory. So many changes have to be made in taking
members from one class and putting them in another that it takes a
great deal of time, and serves no good purpose. I therefore recom-
mend that Section 57 of the law, found on page 599 of the proceedings
for 1916, be amended by striking out the second sentence which reads
as follows:

The Secretary shall, however, omit from his returns the names of
all Entered Apprentices, Fellow Crafts, and Master Masons who for
five years or more have remained suspended, also the names of all
Entered Apprentices who for five years or more have not been passed,
also all Fellow Crafts who for five years or more have not been
raised.

AN APPRECIATION.

Such, my brethren, have been my labors among you and for you
during the past year. In performing these duties, I have traveled
nearly twelve thousand miles. I have devoted every hour of my time
to the discharge of my official duties. If I have made errors, I trust
you will cast over them the mantle of Masonic charity, for they have
been of the head and not of the heart. As you know, there is no
money consideration connected with the office of Grand Master, other
than his actual traveling expenses for which I am truly thankful.
But I must say that I have received the greatest salary I have ever
had or expect to get, all paid in kind words and loving deeds. I can
find no words to express my gratitude for the association during the
past year with the Grand Custodian. His sharing my labors with me
and his kindly counsel has surely been'an inspiration for higher
ideals that will never be forgotten. Our Grand Marshal has ever been
ready to assist me in every way possible, no weather conditions being
too severe nor distance too great to keep him from performing the
duties asked of him. Our Grand Secretary has ever stood with ready
hand and willing counsel to assist me in all my work. Yes, all have
been so kind that words fail me to express my gratitude.
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CONCLUSION.

Thus as we are about to close another chapter of our history, let
us pause a moment and review the past and contemplate the future.
One year ago you placed on my shoulders the mantle of Grand
Master. I thought I fully realized the greatness of the honor, but
how little did I understand the blessed heritage with which I had been
endowed. Language fails me when I attempt to express my gratitude
for the many acts of kindness shown me by all my associates in the
Grand Lodge. The Past Grand Masters have all seemed to vie with
each other in their efforts to assist, and with kindly counsel and
brotherly devotion have been my right arm of strength in guiding this
grand old ship of Masonry into peaceful harbors.

The many intimate acquaintances made, the many friendships
formed, have all tended to make the year one of the happiest of my
life. My only regret is that I could not do more for Masonry and for
my brethren.

But what of the future? That Masonry in the past has been one of
the greatest elements for the uplift and benefit of mankind, there is no
doubt, and its usefulness in the future is just as certain. For if that
time of universal peace ever comes, Masonry must be its handmaiden;
for just as it was instrumental in establishing liberty and free gov-
ernment, so must it by the practice of its principles, the symbolizing
of its emblems, be first in the ranks of the onward march of the Prince
of Peace.

So, my brethren, let us not be dismayed. May God in his good-
ness and wisdom so guide us that the principles we teach and the
influence we render will be such that their beauty and potency will be
acknowledged by all mankind, that the madness of war will cease,
that out of this bitterness and hatred, death and destruction, there
will come a time of peace, love, and fraternity.

‘“Yet the black smoke of battle it will pass—
Sometime, sometime,—like vapor from a glass;
There will be rest for all the weary flags,
And rest for bugles on the battle crags
Still there will be no rest for man’s strong soul;
Before him shines an ever-fiying goal;
Still must he seek for freedom ever-more;
No halt for any soul on any shore;
Man is the conseript of an endless quest,
A long divine adventure without rest;
Each hard-earned freedom withers to a bond;
Freedom forever is beyond—beyond.”’
ANDREW H. VIELE,
Grand Master.
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The address of the Grand Master, together with the fol-
lowing reports of the Grand Secretary, the Grand Custodian,
and the Trustees of the Orphans Educational Fund, were
referred to the Committee on Doings of Grand Officers:

REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY.

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:
I submit herewith my report for the year ending June 5th, 1917.

RETURNS FROM LODGES.

After much labor, correspondence, and some feeling on the part of
some of the Secretaries, I have succeeded in getting returns with the
amount due the Grand Lodge, from all of our charteted lodges. Some
system should be devised or method taken requiring more care on the
part of some Secretaries to keep correct records of the members; also
steps should be taken to compel Secretaries to comply with the law in
regard to sending in their returns.

In regard to delays in sending in the returns, it is a task of great
magnitude to make up the table of statistics, close up the accounts, ad-
just the amount due the Relief Fund, settle with 270 lodges, and make
and change from 2,000 to 3,000 cards, also to count separately more
than 35,000 cards, and none of this work can be completed until the
last return has reached the office. From the tenth of April to the tenth
of May gives only thirty days to do all of this work, and this year the
last return reached my office on May 9th. As the business of the office
increases some method will have to be devised to eliminate the matters
referred to or at a not very far distant day it will be impossible for
the Grand Secretary to have the returns from lodges ready for the
meeting of the Grand Lodge.

VOLUME 11.

When the proceedings of 1917 are published, they will complete
Volume 11. No arrangements are being made for printing and binding
this volume, prices for work of this kind have very nearly doubled, and
it would seem to be the part of economy for the Grand Lodge to post-
pone this work until more normal conditions are attained. Every lodge
is supplied with the proceedings when published, and there is no neces-
sity for the bound volumes which cannot be supplied by the pamphlets.

SUPPLIES,

The cost of white lambskin aprons has about doubled during the
past year, and although they are purchased in large lots, the price is
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increasing with each order. These aprons are sold to lodges at cost,
and Secretaries should take into consideration the increase in cost when
ordering; if possible lodges are notified of the change.

Almost all books and other supplies are increasing in price, also.

Our supply of small monitors being almost exhausted, I arranged
with the printers for a new lot, and was fortunate enough to be able
to contract for this work at the same price as the last. The printer has
enough specially prepared paper on hand to make the books, and was
willing to do the work at the-former price, hence the monitors can be
sold to lodges at the same price as hitherto.

EUROPEAN WAR RELIEF FUND.

Amount on hand last report................. ... ... ..., .. % 5,927.04
) (Y BRI WO/ 03 0 L T (TR T 15 0 o om0 6 0l o 8mc Oty ISR N Y 360.85
Paid to War Relief Society, Omaha............... § 193.75

Certificate of deposit, First Trust Company, Omaha 3,085.10
Certificate of deposit, Custer State Bank, Broken

$6.287.80 § 6,287.89

GRAND LODGE GENERAL FUND, CASH DEBIT.
Balance on hand May 20th, 1916G............... ... ... ..., $34,116.45
Received for fees for charters for three new lodges.......... 150.00
Received for dues on 23,664 members, less 22 in lodges

U.".D.'., and 128 exempt, net number collected on, 23,514

(@S ON e ChY A S I . e T T 35.271.00
Received for fees on 2,132 initiations at $5.00 each.......... 10,660.00
Received for supplies sold to lodges...........covvivuennn. 1,756.20
Received for penalties assessed against lodges in 1916....... 22.67
Received for 1 Jordan medal sold.......... ..o, 1.00
Received for fee for lodge U.".D.’., at Bethany. ............ 25.00
IREEITEE S0P I IHERTe 660 060 om0 0000 0 a0 B nea R S I s 558.78
Received for special dispensations issued...... ............ 150.00

TR ~ooid ot onpit. A 3R 8 Booio Go SRR gt oI S A SR $82,711.10

GRAND LODGE GENERAL FUND, CASH CREDIT.

1Dl RESS e, @F BB Sl gl B hdodio s Bk o AR S $ 4,363.52
375 railroad fares to Plattsmouth and return................ 312.06
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 1916................. 200.00
Grand Tyler, session of 1916.....................cvu. s 1S 15.00

Orariet, S @ IEB0% bia b o000 060 oo as o 6 a0 HEGEE SORR b 10.00
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N N o e N L BT B IS  6 0 0 e 6 66 & 016 6 BB b 50 0 08 B B0 0 4 006050 0l a5 o $ 16.25
Samuel S. Whiting, balance due for expenses as Grand Mas-

e T ] 5= 1O L6 SR S R AR = ™ o 22.44
Expense of Grand Chaplain, 1915-1916....................... 123.83
Insurance on supplies, office furniture, ete. .................. 38.75
Commiltteeion: Relief, MONGE ST 1Ll o8 emi e 2,639.75
Stenographer, session of 1916..........ccoviiiiiiiii i, 10.00
Special Committee on Childrens Homes..................... 12,000 00
The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Ass'n.... 100.00
Printing three charters for new lodges..... M LM e e LY = 30.00

Masonic Relief Association of the United States and Canada 118.32

Premium on Grand Secretary’'s bond........................ 15.00
Printing reports of officers..........coviiierciiieeneneenennne 32.25
Printing advance copies of proceedings...................... 58.50
Printing and electrotyping proceedings of 1916............... 565.15
Nebraska Masonic Home, per capita tax, 1917............... 17.635.50
Purchasing supplies for sale and issue...................... 2.100.56
Robert E. French, Grand Custodian, salary, 1916-1917........ 1,500.00
Francis E. White, Grand Secretary, salary, 1916-1917........ 2.400.00
Grand Secretary’s clerk hire............ccocoiiiiiiiiann., 1.560.00
Grand Master’s clerk hire.......... ..o ittt 210.00
Grand MAasSter’s @XPeNSE ........cvvuveereeerernenacaenocnans 300.00
Promulgation of the work............ ..ottt inunnnnnn. 1,000.00
Postage, telegrams, telephone calls, and expressage........... 220.00
5160 0) < Hl, SN L S g 1 S = BT 8 o, o SR S E e oo 156.25
Statlonery &8 - . a. o R R e e S 66.72
5621 101 0) SR AR e e el B A Bt 0.0 0. i 66 00 a0’ 0 0 61.00
Incidental expenses ..........ccoevee I e P B S D oo 38.96
Expense of the Grand Custodian................ .. cooiivrnn. 500.00
Expense of the Grand Chaplain............................. 150.00
I’ast Grand Master Whiting, expenses at laying of corner-

stone, "Wayne .. Ll R B e S e S e 27.18
TRelephone~iy. a.. .« fip = tep m i A T L I T 30.00
Balance in the Norfolk National bank, Norfolk............... 34.084.11

ANOTE; ) gl TSI S Mo 3 1 B OB 16, s 516 0 6,670 0 5167 0 0 50 0 0 $82.711.10

GENERAL LEDGER BALANCE AFTER CLOSING THE ACCOUNTS
For the year ending May 20th, 1917.

THEATETEAY. 0056 60000850006600466666066333800665600000000a00000 $115,339.60
516 shares of stock in Nebraska Masonic Home.$ 51,600.00
Supplies for sale and issue.................. ... 430.22
Fee for a lodge at Bethany..................... 25.00

Grand Lodge jewels............ N S B 233.00
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Grand Lodge library...............cccovviiaan. $ 118218
Grand Lodge library furniture................. 1,6641.64
Childrens Homes at Fremont.................. 29,000.00
Cash in Norfolk National bank................. 34,084.11
Due the Committee on Relief for 1917-191S..... $ 2,829.55

$118,194.15 $118,194.15
SUPPLY ACCOUNT.

Amount on hand as per last report................c..o.u ... $ 195.51
RurchasedMduning Sthe iyc iy L iR 1 . el M dn L, 2.100.56
Sold during the year........c.coitieeieennan. $ 1,756.20
Issued free during the year.................... 109.65
O T T S e . I o i 430.22

$ 229607 $ 2,296.07
RELIEF FUND.

Amount on hand as per last report............. ..., $ 2,639.75
May 20th, 1917, ten per cent. of the fees and dues.......... 2,829.55
June 8th, 1916, paid Committee on Relief....... $ 2,639.75
Amount on hand June 5th, 1917................ 2.829.55

$ 5460.30° § 5.469.30

INVENTORY.

516 shares stock in Nebraska Masonic Home................ % 51.600.00
Supplies$foEisalefand@issue e s fe 0 ) LR .. 430.22
Cash in the Norfolk National Bank......................... 34.084.11
Childrens Homes at Fremont................cooiuiiiaan .. 29.,000.00
(GERaNdPIEodges) enelSh i fsm A R e st S 233.00
Gl IO IO T 8 o8 86 06 ol B biod O 55 568 i AR RV 1,182.18
Grand Lodge library furniture.................c.coviiiaa.. 1.664.64
GO OSSR 16 S0 6 6% S0 6 0 b 0000 6 0% d ARt b TSRS S $118,194.15
Amount due for relief, 1917-1918................. $2,829.55

Amount due for lodge at Bethany................ 25.00 2.854.55
INCtRASSEESEmt . i Xar Bl 5wt e oo 01 0.0 U & s e~ R $115,339.60
N e BB 5 6o 6 db o 660000000 000000000 38006660 FEAE A0 103,352.03
Tho@rease doe g yerte, AU, 006 d0 0060000 06060005606 000000960 J $ 11,987.57

NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME.

All lodges in the jurisdiction, and all Past Grand Masters. were
supplied with pamphlets containing full and complete transactions for
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the year, 1916. The following data relating to the Home is taken largely
from the reports made to the stockholders on January 23d, 1917 :
During the year 1916, the cash onm hand and the amount

BECEIVEA L WAS . or . eic® o s e bhe Fraraper T e st T o NP $62,146.32
The, .disbursements swerel & AL =t 1D dls Ut Ui o L 60,980.62
Balanc®om handl .. gt hr. A L i s S L e $ 1,165.70

The above statement includes the Orphans Educational Fund,
which is managed by the Trustees of the Home.

During the year 1916 thirteen residents were received at the Home
and nine children were admitted to the Fremont Homes. Seven aduit
residents died during the year and three adults and five children left.
Since the first of this year one resident has died and one has left, and
three adults and four children have been admitted. There are now at
the Homes twenty-five women and twenty men, twelve boys and four-
teen girls, three girls and one boy being at the cottage at Plattsmouth.

Bids are asked for all supplies used at the Home, and contracts are
let to the lowest bidders. The total cost of food used at the Home dur-
ing the year 1916 was $4,545.25, which includes all products raised on
the Home grounds and all gifts at market prices.

The average number of residents for the year, deducting for absent
days, was 4125/100 per month. The average number of residents and
employees, including meals furnished to visitors (554), was 57 94/100.

The per capita food cost was $6.21 per month. In 1915 it was
$6.30; in 1914, $5.64; in 1913, $5.87; and in 1912, $6.54.

The per capita of meat eaten was 12.4 Ibs. per month, at a cost of
$1.50, as against 13.8 pounds in 1915 at $1.SS.

The total cost per capita, including repairs which are charged to
the running expenses, was $26.65 per month, or $319.80 per year.

The Grand Lodge Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans is
assisting twenty-eight people outside of the three Homes ; these brethren.
their widows, or families are partly able to care for themselves and
can remain in their own homes with a little financial assistance. For
the year ending in June, 1916, $2,087.13 was paid to these people by the
Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans.

All cases relating to relief or to admission to the Home are invest-
igated without cost to the Grand ILodge or to the Nebraska Masonic
Home, and recipients of relief outside of the Home are visited from time
to time, without any expense.

Commanderies contributed as a Christmas Offering to purchase
medical supplies at the Home, the sum of $473.13. Cash donations
amounting to $39.00 were made, cash donations of $47.00 for Christmas
were made direct to the Home, and many useful gifts were also made at
that time. The net profit from produce, etc., was $346.28.
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The cost of maintaining the Home for 1916, not including repairs,
insurance, furnishing, ete.,, was:

Printing, stationery, and office supplies..................... $ 160.95
ROSEAZER . al i e by SR L L el e 26.00
) AV LRt SEE o 06 8 0 60 o'a 5.0 6t N R (R 0 e 8.80
Medical asuppliesis ki yohar PR Eee & s o5 .0 o b o P . 229.94
IV R T P e et R B Bl 6 0 6.0 6.6 6 0 0 00 ou OIS IR S BT L s 688.78
Y S Gl A N S SOV CES . - N L o« s o o Bl sy 125.00
15 OO VPR G012 | IS A 55050 0 0 5 0100 0 o<t R P S 111.55
W T 1Y e IR & 58 80 0 00’0 00 0.0 & 0 0 o Ot TR R 5,453.67
SR TS R0 L T OIS0 55 6 5 6 0 05 0 o'9.0.8 0 G500 TP e Gar - BRI
LB B e s O P CR AT ' & 6 0 0 50 b 0 0 o brd DL SRR NI 1,400.12
AV NG N B AR T AN S o o 6 60 0 6 0 0 0 o0 & o HECE S TRRE et 132.90
Power for laundry and refrigeration....................... 265.25
Ol oy i R S S T L L 0 6 5 60 0.0.0 oG PR NI L RPN 47.94
Y S M R R o . 0 50000 0 00 a0 & oS PSRN . S 193.50

Ty ke SR, o 6 0 66 0.6 0 0 o 0 3o, S TAEACE NG e R LR $ 12157.13

Against the above should be credited :
Amount received for clothing.....................§ 3.50

“ H “ medical supplies, $1.90; nurs-

ing, $3.00; physician, $1.25.. 6.15
& 3 and charged to residents for main-
STENINED b 6 & 0 6.0 0 b 9 O G DI N 1.464.45 1,474.10

Net amount paid for by Trustees................. ..., $10,683.03

Comparison of amounts paid:
Printing, stationery, and office 1915 1916 Increase Decrease

supplies .......eiveieainian $ 12437 § 16095 § 36.58
RO A Ol oot el o o e e R g 23.00 26.00 3.00
Entertainment ............c.... 16.35 8.80 $ 1755
Medical supplies ............... 145.25 229.94 84.69
Nursing (charged to salaries and

labor last year)............ 688.78 688.78
Physician’s services ............ 125.00 125.00
Hospital account ............... 111.55 111.55
Maintenance ........cc00iinenn. 4,990.93 5,453.67 462.74
Salaries and labor.............. *3,781.00 3.312.73 468.27
) IOVEL] o A ot 288 B ol S5t B RS 1,242.92  1,400.12 157.20
)RS ke 5 AT i s f S e A 136.57 132.90 3.67
B0 W ETA A v o e W Ry AL 337.33 265.25 72.08
(O S AR S o O ABn BB o or 54.00 47.94 6.06
R B G B o, A B Dot 164.13 193.50 29.37

Il co0a006058a0a00030000 $11,015.85 $12,157.13 $1,698.91 $ 557.63
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Necreaserf Ay n il SRS ey PR R L i $ 557.63

IncreasefforptheTycar i .5 LA BRERS . 54 5 m TRy $1,141.28

*Included expense of nursing.

In addition to the above amounts, the Order of the Eastern Star
paid out for their last fiscal year, $8,149.00 for caring for the children at
Fremont. The per capita cost per month for these Homes was, $20.91;
the food cost, $2,073.00; per capita food, $7.53.

FRANCIS E. WHITE,
Grand Secrectary.

REPORT OF THE GRAND CUSTODIAN.

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of

Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

The hand on the dial of time indicates that the hour has arrived
to call from the labors of the past year, for the information of the pres-
ent, as to what has been done, how it has been done, where it has been
done, and what it has cost to do it. We hope that our efforts will be
approved and that they may be improved upon in the future. We have
done absolutely nothing but what was approved by and under the
formal direction and official order of the Grand Master.

GRAND LODGE FUNCTIONS.

Perfected all of the preliminary arrangements and assisted in the
laying of corner-stones at Aurora, Surprise, Cozad, and Orleans.

Was present and assisted the Grand Master in the formal cere-
monies of constituting the new lodges that were chartered at the last
annual communication of the Grand lodge, viz.: Kimball, Minatare, and
Cowles.

Perfected all the preliminary arrangements for the formal ceremon-
ies of dedicating the Masonic Halls at Alliance, Surprise, and Fairbury.

By order of the Grand Master and in compliance with the code, I
formally examined the petitioners for a lodge under dispensation at the
town of Chester, Thayer County, Nebraska, and submitted my findings,
with such recommendations as I deemed judicious and for the best
interest of all concerned, to the Grand Master.

SCHOOLS OF INSTRUCTION.

Total number of schools held by the Grand Custodian and the
Assistants, one hundred and sixteen.

Of which formal reports were filed with the Grand Master as has
been the invariable rule for the last sixteen years, and a record of the
same is on file in the office of the Grand Custodian, in regular card sys-
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tem form as to when, where, and by whom held, open for inspection to
all who may be interested in the same.

An itemized expense account of the cost of conducting all of the
above schools has been submitted to the Committee on Accounts, with
receipts and vouchers. No doubt they will formally report to the Grand
Lodge their findings as to the correctness of the same in detail.

In addition to the above schools, the Assistants to the Grand Custo-
dian have held formal schools of instruction in the lodges of which
they are members without any cost to the Grand Lodge or to their own
lodges. (Note: This means a saving of about $400.00 to the Grand
TLodge.)

ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS,

In addition to the recommending of the re-appointment of sixteen of
the former Assistant Custodians (several of whom have rounded out
their seventh year of service) after a formal examination as to their
knowledge and proficiency in the letter of the work and lectures of this
Grand Jurisdiction and their ability to impart the same in an intelligent
and instructive manner, I formally recommended the following to the
Grand Master for commissions as Assistant Custodians, viz:—Wor.
BRro. Alfred G. Hunt, P.".M."., Lotus Lodge No. 289, Ravenna. Wor.
Bro. Harry L. F. Proffitt, P.".M."., Hastings Lodge No. 50, Hastings. Wor.
Bro. George Burgert, P.".M.’., Rob Morris Lodge No. 46, Kearney.
Wor. Bro. George A. Stevens, 8..W."., Samaritan Lodge No. 158, Chad-
ron. All of the above brethren were formally recommended by their
respective lodges. This fills the allotted number allowed by the Grand
TLodge (twenty all told). Now that you have the above number of com-
petent and well qualified brethren to impart the work in accordance
with Section 8, Chapter II, of the code (and as the present Grand Cus-
todian is the instigator and to some degree responsible for the insti-
tuting of the present method of Assistant Custodians, because the
absolute necessity demanded it) and it has been proven that the propo-
sition of Assistant Custodians is a practical one beyond all question
or cavil, when properly adjusted to a practical method, a system which
will be just, equitable, and economic in every respect, one that will in-
sure practical results, I earnestly suggest that this Grand Lodge give
this all important subject matter careful and conscientious consider-
ation and give us such a perfect method that it will never need to be
tampered with again.

By a formal ruling of the Grand Master, no Assistant Custodians
are eligible to be commissioned or re-commissioned who are elective offi-
cers of the Grand Lodge or who do not reside in the jurisdiction of the
lodge of which they are members.
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CENTRAL SCHOOLS.

A proposition of holding a series of central schools was submitted
to the Grand Master and met with his approval and an expression of a
desire on his part to co-operate in the same by being present in person.
By and under his official order, central schools of three days duration
were formally dated, at the following places, viz: Norfolk, Red Cloud,
St. Paul, Columbus, Fremont, Lincoln, Auburn, Gering, and Beatrice. In
several instances the effort proved a success, and there are reasons to
believe practical results will follow. One school was a failure, a use-
less waste of time and funds—not sufficient interest manifested in the
attendance to justify the effort.

Some lodges conceived the idea that the central schools meant the
abolishing of formal schools in their home lodges. Not at all! FEach
and every lodge will maintain its right of schools in due time and regu-
lar turn. It is not an invention or an imagination born in this Grand
Jurisdiction, but is an established custom in vogue in some of the largest
Grand Jurisdictions in the United States. Three full days are ample
time to carefully review the entire work and all accompanying lectures
of each of the degrees, a happy getting together along fraternal lines, a
cultivating of the social feature of “Brotherly Iove and Friendship,”
that is possible will defy the frosts of time—a real old time Masonic
camp meeting. Shall this custom be established and perpetuated in
this Grand Jurisdiction? We await your action and advice in this par-
ticular matter.

CLASS AND INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION.

Much of the time during the summer months (much more than at
any time in the last sixteen years) was devoted to class and individual
instruction at my home, some brethren traveling eleven hundred miles
and remaining for five days, at their own expense, to perfect themselves
in the work. Surely such zeal to become proficient “is truly commend-
able and worthy of imitation.” If a brother has a retentive memory
and even although it may require a persistent effort on his parf along
what may be termed strenuous lines, it will bring its own reward in the
fact of the knowledge of absolute proficieney in the letter of the
work, and a better understanding of the principles which the letter
expresses, and its intended application in our march “from darkness to
light.” Might it not be well to devise a more systematic method
whereby those who are anxious and willing to apply themselves may
have an opportunity to do so? We await your conclusions; what say
you?

MISCELLANEOUS,

Iresided at Masonic funerals in Lodges No. 46 and No. 189. By

reason of the letter of the law and the exacting duties of the Grand
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Custodian, all other requests had to be declined during the past year,

as they will have to be in the future, under the present rulings.
Inspected proposed halls at Gering, Bridgeport, and Morrill and

formally reported my findings as to their safety and suitability, to the

Grand Master.

Installed the officers of Rob Morris, No. 46.

THE STUDY SIDE.

At my request the Grand Master kindly modified the rule hereto-
fore in vogue, viz:—That the Custodian must devote a part of the
time of each school to the “Study side of Masonry.” It may be true
that in some instances this subject may be of some interest to the few
(fewer perhaps than we may suppose). If dealt with at all, it should
be only by those who know whereof they speak (and then perhaps,
they will be misunderstood). For as Masons we are supposed to be
free-born and of lawful age, with the right of free thought, free con-
science, and free action. If we demonstrate in our lives what we pro-
fess as Masons: “An abiding trust in God,” and sincere love for our
fellow man, with honest endeavors to live up to the Golden Rule. are
we not, at least to some degree, “Wiser, better and happier men?” 1
feel that where lodges are in need of instructions in the letter of the
work, my first duty should be to improve all the allotted time along
these lines, leaving each brother the right to solve the problems of the
meaning of the symbols, traditions, and legends as he may see proper
from his standpoint of spiritual intuition. I hope that my version of
this matter will meet with your approval, for I believe that this is the
proper construction of the letter of the law pertaining to the formal
duties of the Grand Custodian. Am I correct in my conclusions?

There could have been many more schools held if the conditions
would have warranted the expense. By reason of the prospective holi-
day trade, virtually all the lodges formally dated for the month of
December requested their dates to be cancelled which, of course, was
complied with for, as we are taught, Masonry does not intend to inter-
fere with any of our paramount duties “to God, our neighbor or our-
selves” and that “it is not meant that Masonry should interfere with
our necessary vocations, for these are on no account to be neglected.”
These old charges may be said to border very close to what may be
termed “Ancient Land Marks” in the eyes of many of the Craft.

AFTER-WORD.

To those with whom the Grand Custodian's duties bring bhim in
close association—the Grand Master and the Grand Secretary: In
Grand Master Viele we have a conscientious and efficient official, a
Grand Master just in all of his formal directions, reasonable in all of
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his official orders, unflinching in his fidelity to the principles of Masonry,
suffering keenly for the indiscretion of others. Our Grand Master is
one whom to know is to love.

WELCOME GREETING.

Inscribed to our beloved Grand Master.
(Air—"“Onward. Christian Soldiers.”)

Welcome, Dear Grand Master, welcome to our band:

Loyal Craftsmen greet thee with a welcome hand,
Kings may rule with power on their gilded thrones

But our own Grand Master rules with love alone.
Welcome, welcome, welcome, welcome to our band,

Loyal Craftsmen greet thee with a welcome hand.

Welcome, Dear Grand Master, to our chequered floor;
Round our sacred altar meet the rich and poor.
Trusting God our Father, all are brethren we;
Loyal Craftsmen one and all, of the Ancient—Free.
Welcome. welcome, welcome, welcome to our band.
Loyal Craftsmen greet thee with a welcome hand.

All have passed the pillars—climbed the winding stair;
All meet upon the level and part upon the square;
Cheerfully we labor, and honestly we toil
For the Craftsmen’s wages of corn, and wine, and oil.
Welcome, dear Grand Master, thrice we welcome thee,
Loyal Craftsmen greet thee with a THREE TIMES THREE.
(Grand Honors.)
Freely my muse hath given to me
Freely her verse T give unto thee.

To the Grand Secretary, “Brother Frank,” I can say no more now
than I have said in the past. It is not for me to express in words the
esteem, friendship, and love that I cherish for this honest man, this
true friend, this loyal Mason, this beloved Brother.

To the Brethren at large: I sincerely thank you, one and all for
your kindly consideration and liberal forbearance of my many human
frailties, faults, and foibles. At times some may have thought that I
was somewhat disposed and inclined to censure or criticize. I never
meant to be personal. I only meant to deal from a standpoint of what
I believed to be principle.

And as I have oftimes said before:
And here again repeat it once more,
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That differ, and differ we always will
What e’er the difference we'll be friends still!
GRAND LODGE CREDIT.
May 1st, 1916, Balance on hand unexpended.................... $ 66.17
June Tth, 1916, Appropriation for 1916 and 1917................ 600.000
$666.17T
GRAND LODGE DEBTOR.
Transportation, railroad ......................... $132.39
Maintenance (hotel) ...........c.c..iieiunenansas 206.00
IEOEED WM B o vl 0L o 00 o oo b i AR Lt R 30.28
Telephone and telegrams............c.ccvvvveaenen 40.36
RS AU SRS 6 o 5o oo aoonadabOoaBeb B s aE 6oo,a o0 o 14.10
Stationery and printing.............. .. 00, 38.84
Supplies ..... S 67010 0 0.00/0 0 6.0 o8 AT RIS Do 8 i D 4.25
NETCETRI NI, 00 a6 6 oncooc 60000000 8000066000 ddo0 8.12
Paid on account of promulgation of the work...... 21.78
Not drawn from appropriation.................... 100.00
Balance on hand unexpended, May 24, 1917........ 70.05
$666.17
ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS’ EXPENSE ACCOUNT.
GRAND LODGE CREDIT.
By deposit in the State Bank of Omaha.................... $850.33

GRAND LODGE DEBTOR.

Samuel S. Whiting for conducting Six schools....... $ 82.19
James D. Phillips “ & Bl R e 115.25
Walter W. Wells i & IRhgeed &% @05 ks 41.05
Fred A. Howe - . Seyeng iy (gt 100.20
Frederick L. Wolff e FUGCer SMihly) el s o 37.16
Ensign J. Rix % . Ten gt e Y. L 140.67
Frank L. Haycock * < Two T oy A 20.00
Robert B. Walker $¢ One LN B LB 18.42
Ira C. Freet 4 & Four L B 44.35
Farl M. Bolen <8 by Two EEAERNS TN 21.40
Frank W. Farrand * ¥ & o N A 27.68
Benjamin Wood & 58 Four ) L o 49.22
T.evi D. Phipps o £ Two S e 20.86
George A. Stevens “ = e S 24.53
Harry L. F. Proffitt * “ & I s B Y 15.72

George Burgert ¥ 5 One 4
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Alfred G. Hunt for conduecting Five schools......... ..8 60.15
Grand Custodian, printing, postage and stenographer... 16.55
Grand Custodian, refund to Lodges Nos. 198 and 212... 8.26
$£850.33
ROBERT E. FRENCH, -
Grand Custodian.

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TIHE ORPHANS
EDUCATIONAL FUND.
To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honoraeble Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:
The following report for the year ending May 20th, 1917, is fra-
ternally submitted by the Trustees of the Nebraska Masonic Home :

Securities on hand last report...........ccoviviiviia ... § 83.150.00
Securities purchased :
No. 230, Masonic Temple Craft, Callaway......... $1,500.00
No. 231, Maria A. Hart, on 160 acres of land, Burt
County et ot Bl BN S S S 3.500.00
No. 232, Anna M. Kipling Trimble, on 80 acres of
land, Nemaha County................ 3.200.00
No. 233, James G. Leibhart, on 160 acres of land,
Merrickif County, S 4 LEAL 2T 5.000.00
No. 234, Joseph M. Fisher, on 160 acres of land,
A\l 17 I sstsa s 6l6'a.0 0 5006 90 b 06 006 3,000.00
No. 235, John C. Ackerman, on 80 acres of land,
Burt County s L pr bl A gt et 5,000.00 21,500.00
$104,650.00
Securities paid off or renewed:
No. 188, Masonic Temple Craft, Callaway......... $1,850.00
INOE IO Hanthh o . o A T S S iy e s 1,500.00
INOTHTIO28 HAaB v -8 s B et A L 1,500.00
NG PTO4i Mathews . o W8 50 Ui Lo STV L S SRS ) 1,000.00
N0 TOT W OooAMAN  § ..k i fapets ol SR e P g 5,000.00
INOT 198, S HOEDRE. o . 5,000 et et p st N P 2,800.00
INOW200=TalchY, . i ot TSN, el N A o A R LAy 2.000.00
iNO. 2145 Moe 3 facm 1 Sl anw e SN P g gy e s 400.00 $ 16,050.00
Securitiesy on “hand.. .. ... oG0S S R . e 88,600.00

$104,650.00
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LIST OF SECURITIES ON HAND.

NO. BORROWER. PROPERTY LOCATED IN AMOUNT
2O OISont 5., T s O 100 acres, Dixon County.......... $ 3,500.00
POR: Brings =il 4 TSN 80 acres, Thurston County....... 3,000.00
203, Fendrich...118 & S5/100 acres, Butler County.......... 4,800.00
204, Meyers ............. 160 acres, Cedar County........... 5,000.00
206, Davidson ........... 120 acres, Sarpy County........... 2 500.00
207, Richardson ......... S0 acres, Burt County............ 1,200.00
PARRGollsit s o .. L 40 acres, Burt County............ 2,500.00
B Clanke ot i o R S0 acres, Boone County.......... 2,000.00
2L, Zvacek L L o S0 acres, Thurston County........ 2,500.00
212 Cole mar. .. - L A 125 acres, Nemaha County......... 2,000.00
IR Rube ot LS 79 acres, Cedar County........... 2.500.00
L4 VS (DN UM e 160 acres, Merrick County......... 2,100.00
215, Bombeck ............ 160 acres, Cuming County......... 900.00
216, Anderson ........... 80 acres, Burt County............ 3,200.00
218, Lordeman ........... 160 acres, Boone County .......... 1,600.00
219, Richardson ......... 160 acres, Antelope County........ 3.000.00
220, Blomstedt ........... 320 acres, Mloward County......... 2.500.00
IS EARIS AL L S0 acres, Dodge County.......... 3,000.00
228 Wavidson; ... L0 Lath SO acres, Sarpy County .......... 4,000.00
24 Boyd........ 79 & 11/100 acres, Thurston County........ 2,500.00
), Sandoe .............320 acres, Boyd County............ 2,500.00
IEARP N AR oo o 160 acres, IToward County......... 1,800.00

5 IR0 SATIRIESRES, S 160 acres, Greeley County......... 3,000.00

, Davidson ............ 160 acres, Knox County........... 4,500.00

L SR IR ool Nt © o 80 acres, Thurston County....... 1,000.00
30, Masonic Temple Craft Assn., Callaway, Masonic Temple. 1,800.00
RO R = A ik L 160 acres, Burt County............ 3,500.00

e Rrimbl e e SO acres, Nemaha County......... 3.200.00
33, Leibhart ............ 160 acres, Merrick County......... 5,000.00
59 DI IS G ok s el i 160 acres, Valley County.......... 3,000.00

., Ackerman ........... 80 acres, Burt County............ 5.000.00
THNRULE & bla on'6 6 08 & g% Blo-dlo & qipr Alsel= 02" R DereC s S S $88,600.00
NEEIRIUES JENE U g & 0 00 aode G600 060 00 6 ab HEEs SO §3,150.00
GROSSIPITICRE ISCIRMNNARITS . iy SIS S0 2 o s o, s R $ 5,450.00
Due Nebraska Masonic Jlome. .......c..iniieinenneeinanenns 802.15
Net increase for the year.......... ... ... .. ciiivnnennnnn. $ 4,647.85

All interest is paid to date. 'The rate of interest is from five to six
per cent.; all late purchases or renewals of loans are at five per cent.
The net increase is not as large this year as it would have been had
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the rate of interest not been reduced and nearly fifty dollars been paid
for interest accerued on loans purchased in May, 1917.

One of the loans exceeds by a small amonnt forty per cent. of the
appraised value of the security. We found it impossible to procure
loans for forty per cent. of the appraised value as provided by our law.
We have taken one loan with fhe understanding that if it is not satis-
factory to the Grand Lodge it will be taken up. We recommend that
the forty per cent. clause in our law be changed to not less than fifty
per cent., as it is impossible to purchase loans by complying with the
law as it now stands.

CASH

Interest on securities purchased................... $ S7.82

Securities purchased ..............c.. ... 21,500.00

Securitiest Paid o ar i o e R R s T $16.050.00
Interest collected) . M L A L 4.718.82.
Due from the Nebraska Masonic Home, 1916....... 16.85
Due the Nebraska Masonic Home, 1917............ 802.15

$21,5687.82 $21,587.82
All securities were approved before purchase by the Master or some
officer of a lodge near where the land is located, and all loans purchased
are first mortgages on farm lands in Nebraska.
FRANCIS E. WHITE,
Secretary.

The Grand Master announced the following committees:

Jurisprudence:—All Past Grand Masters present, with M.-.W.-.
Samuel S. Whiting, as chairman.

Codification of the Luw:— Bros.*.Frederick L. Wolff, 135: Ambrose
C. Epperson, 139; Edward M. Wellman, 1.

Foreign Correspondence:—Bros. .Francis E. White, 6; John A.
Ehrhardt, 41; Frank L. Haycock, 207.

Fraternal Dead:—Bros. .John F. Poucher, 41; Walter W. Wells,
1928

Relief and Care of Orphans:—Bros.*.Frank H. Young, 207; Thomas
M. Davis, 93; Alpha Morgan, 148; John A. Ehrhardt, 41; Robert E.
Evans, 5.

Grand Lodge Accommodations in New Masonic Temple:—Bros. .
Francis E. White, 6; Frank H. Young, 207; George H. Thummel, 33.

Promulgation of the Work:— Bros. *.George H. Thummel, 33; Charles
E. Burnham, 166; James R. Cain, Jr., 105.

Childrens Home:—Bros.'.Alpha Morgan, 148 Frank H. Young,
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207; Lewis E. Smith, 136; Charles M. Shepherd, 5¢4; Carroll D. Evans,
58; Charles E. Burnham, 166.

DPromotion of the World's Peace:—Bros. .Henry H. Wilson, 19; George
H. Thummel, 33; Thomas M. Davis, 93.

Grievances:—Bros. *. William J. Birkofer, 249; Charles K. Alter, 116:
Martin S. McDuffie, 113;. Elbert M. White, 200.

Doings of Grand Lodge Officers:—Bros. .George H. Thummel, 33;
Robert M. Rankin, 56; David C. Spangler, 41.

Accounts:—Bros. .Orville A. Andrews, 19; Thomas Falconer, 11;
Maro C. Shipherd, 15; Walter C. Moulton, 258; Theophilus I. Minier,
241.

Charters and Dispensations:—Bros.*.Morris H. Evans, 220; Lorenzen
P. Ronne, 210; Fred J. Weidman, 204; J. Hugo Johnson, 46.

Credentials:—Bros.-.William T. Poucher, 31; Joseph D. Coding-
ton, 9; Karl J. Stern, 183; Allen C. Kirby, 190.

Ways and Means:—Bros. .Robert R. Dickson, 95; Francis Rain-
bow, 153; Clarence A. Luce, 98: Henry J. Kierstead, 55; Arthur C.
Rumery, 170.

Grand Lodge Office:— Bros.*.Carl W. Bradway, 1; Oliver C. Dovey,
6; Oscar M. Meyer, 54; George W. Long, 288.

Returns:—Bros. *.Leander E. Gosselin, 3; John O. Moore, 287; Fred
N. Morgan, 254.

Pay-roll :—Bros.".James C. Lomax, 148; Eungene Atkins, 26; Charles
11. F. Steinmeyer, 176.

Unfinished Business:—Bros..Charles E. Burnham, 166; Sigfried
L. Jacks, 198; George S. Austin, 60.

Visitors:—The Grand Custodian and Assistants.

W. .Brother Leander E. Gosselin, 3, presented the fol-
lowing report, and on motion it was adopted as printed:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RETURNS

To the Grand Lodge of Necbraska:

The Committee on Returns reports that returns for all lodges bave
been received and carefully examined. Cards for new members have
been made, all changes have been entered, the cards for each lodge
counted, and the results are tabulated in the statement herewith

PPenalties have been assessed lodges as follows, in accordance with
the law, their returns having been received after the time stipulated:
No. 64. $3.10: No. 156, $15.66; No. 164, $4.84: No. 226, $2.00; No. 244,
$5.76: No. 269, 29¢; No. 283, $1.24; No. 286, $2.05; total, $34.94.

The following lodges did not report whether or not they ecarriad
insurance; Nos. 77, 127, 171, 226, and 296.
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The following lodges report carrying no insurance: Nos. 34, 83, 117,
213, 254, and 260.

The following lodges did not report the mileage: Nos. 38, 46, 51,
53, 58, 73, 97, 108, 113, 121, 124, 127, 160, 167, 171, 206, 221, 226, 257,
259, and 270.

The following lodges report no delinquent dues: Nos. 11, 13, 27, 33,
37, 48, 63, 67, 70, 72, 76, 90, 9§, 100, 116, 119, 126, 130, 168, 227, 229, 237,
240, 241, 243, 252, 255, 256, 260, 272, 273, 277, 280, 282, 284, 283, 2S6,
287, 290, and 292, a total of 40, the same number as last year. Twenty
of these last year reported that they had no delinquent dues.

The following lodges do not report whether or not they have any
delinquent dues: Nos. 29, 42, 73, 87, 88, 97, 106, 112, 121, 156, 193, 197,
218, 226, 267, 268, 269, 270, 275, 289, and 294.

From the returns 3,011 members are delinquent in paying their
dues. and the total amount delinquent is $15.134.30, about $5.00 each.
This amount is larger than was reported last year by $2.075.59, but
many of the lodges account for their delinquencies by saying that they
are caused by the change in time of collecting, all lodges being now
required to charge dues January 1st, which become delinquent Decem-
ber 31st; it is probable that when this matter is adjusted the delin-
quencies will be less.

This year, as last, many errors were found in returns, which
necessitated much correspondence. If secretaries would include in the
returns all of the work, and any changes in membership from April 1st
of the previous year much of this correspondence would be unneces-
sary.

For the last few years the plan of deducting all Entered Appren-
tices, Fellow Crafts, and suspended members, who have been on the
rolls more than five years, has been tried. It does not prove satis-
factory, as a large number who have been on these rolls for over five
vears wish either to be advanced or reinstated. While it reduces the
number carried on these rolls it serves no other purpose, and the com-
mittee recommends that the law requiring the omission of these mem-
bers from the returns be repealed. This can be accomplished by
amending Section 57 of the Grand Lodge Law, by omitting the second
sentence of the same. See page 599, proceedings of 1916,

RETURNS.
Number of chartered lodgeS................... 270
Number of lodges under dispensation.......... 0
) ) T SR PR SR8 A e e DA A2 000 3 5 .0 2b 270
Number initiated during the year.............. 2,132

Number passed during the year............... 1,908
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Number raised during the year............... _ 1,864
Number afliliated during the year............. 369
Number reinstated during the year............ 105
Number gained by other causes during the year 59

Total Zross iNCrease............ccuveveeee 2,397
Number demitted during the year............. 482
Number deceased during the year............. 339
Number suspended during the year........... 189
Number expelled during the year.............. 7

oY o2l b 4 (O A i B o . (o 00 o 06 06 i RS 1,017
Net gain for the year ending March 31st, 1917.. 1,380
Number of Master Masons on the rolls April 1st, 1916........ ...23,664

Number of Master Masons on the rolls April 1st, 1917...........25,044

FEES, DUES, AND OTHER ITEMS. J
Fees on 2,132 initiations during the year at $5.00 each....... $10.660.00
Dues on 23.664 members, less 22 of three lodges chartered last
SEAI At SRLE0 L EEEN o t6 o0 n oo oab oo BEGE 00 0 6o gt GoB G 35,463.00
Due for Supplies.........cooteneetionriannatanceteasanasns 1,756.20
$47,879.20
Due the Nebraska Masonic Home................ $17,635.50
Due lodges for exemption certificates............ 192.00 17,827.50
Net amount due the Grand Lodge............ $30,051.70

The number of Entered Apprentices, Fellow Crafts, and suspended
Master Masons, on the rolls, 1,173, 567, and 955 respectively, are the
number who have been on these rolls for less than five years.




June, 1917.] GBAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 739
ABSTRACT OF RETURNS MARCH 31sT, 1917.
E.".A.".|F.'.C.". |SUSP. L MASTER MASONS
g = g 5 GAIN LOSS 50:;
o =] a1z PO SR o B
NAME OF H 347:: _ezéz; % £18|8| |5 '§€m17;_'§i
3| 8|85| & |85 (85 <|3|2|%|8| 3|&|A |4 4 |3|%5]3
3told sle |ele °:"‘='"55'5-""‘>'>',°° o
Zlzz |&alz |&|=z 7z |o|m) slalr|Ald|e|Zz |=
Nebraska...... 1| 74 31] 79, 12|12 40}6997718 5|..[79912| 512, |29|770] 1
Western Star..| 2|11 12| 6 6] 2| 6|151] 8 1] 2../168] 2| 1| 2|.. | 5[163] 2
Capitol........ 3| 74 26] 60} 13| ..| 23166151 5] L|..[718 T| Ti..{.. [14(704] 3
Nemaha Valley! 4] 8 3] 9 5 4] 57 6..] 2|..| 65 2| 4|. 6| 591 4
OTVaE o506 aoone 5| ¢ 1|10 1|..| 2{103/ 9 1..]..]113/ 1] 2. 3i110| 5
| |
Plattsmouth....| 6|16l 4|16 5| 1| 5|w2sjal 21..|..|143{ 1| 3] 1|...| 5/138] 6
Falls City...... 9l10 12{ 11 g]..| 11l16815 4..|../187.. | 3[..|.. | 3[184 9
Solomon....... (o} [o85" W) Sl T | R EX1 S 1 U 36/ 2] 1;.... 3| 33} 10
Covert......... 11| 68 26| 63 12 T 371800775 7 4..|886]10 9| 17.. [26/860[ 11
Ordent. .. ... %" 13] 3l 3 2 3]..|... 36) 4.. 2.0 42..( 1..l..1 1| 41|13
TEFENIT ok e S Sk 14 20' 8 18) ‘ 6| 491 H 64/ 21.. l 2| 62| 14
Fremont. . ...... 15) 16 5] 16l 2 1 4292‘17 311 3| 4| 1..| 8/303| 15
Tecumseh. ..... 17|11 3[12 3|..| 310811 1L..|..[120 2| 3}..|.. | 5/115] 17
Lincoln ........ 19| 90l 44| 69 20| 8| 13 74667‘18.. ..[831114| 5| 8|.. [27{804] 19
Washington....| 21 a| 1 4 1 = 5103| 4 1..]..1108. .| 2]..l.. | 2|106{ 21
Pawnee......... 231 7 1| o ¢ 6 13116 5 fz' 123 4 1‘6!. 11|12 23
St. Johns...... 25| 69| 17] 66/ 12|..| 11|82 1866 6| 7.....(13[853| 25
Beatrice........ 26( 13 12110, 5] 4| 11 "70110’ l 2 .-{283 6 4' 4] 1(15|268| 26
AT o 8 ey 1 270 5 3| 6 1f..[..- 57 8....|.. 63]..| 3}..[..| 3| 82|27
TS T 0 6 A 3 o [ [l S e e 2311 . 24/ 1L 1L | 24) 20
. l
Blue River..... sof of 22| 3 2 55 3 11| 6 111 3..| 5| 5] 30
Tekamah....... 31 9 2| 9 2l..| 3141 9 2..[..[152 3| 2}..... 5{147] 31
Platte Valley 32|19 15| 10, 5[ 3| 7|226( 7 3..|..[236) 4| 7| 3.. [14222| 32
ARG 33|27 12| 27/ 11| 5| 7|349l2712 1|.. (38911 | 9] 5. [25(364] 33
Acacia . ....... 34] 4 el...| 3].. 14 63‘ |19,_ 66’1.. o 1] 65| 34
| | |
Fairbury....... 35110 8|10 4| 3/ 10169 8 5 1/..[183 7‘ 3 3(.. 13/170] 35
Lone Tree...... 36] 18 3f 17 2[..| 2[13519 2..|..]156 1‘ ... | 2(154} 36
I8 0B 0 5505t 37| 8 6f 4 2|..| 2 902‘%.]94‘4 1..|.. | 5| 89} 37
(OIRVEIn o ae decie 38| 3 5| 5 3|..| 611162 1/..120 2| 1]..... | 3[117] 38
Papillion....... 391 6 5] T...]..| 2142717 ZI 51.. 1l 1| 50| 39
| | ¥l | |
Humholdt .. ... o (G I M ol [ e | 5 2 o o o 55 3 2| 5| 50| 40
Northern Lighs. | 41{10 3|10 7|..| 3] 62 6..|..|..| 68/ 1/ 2|..... | 3| 65] 41
Juniata ........ 42| 3 2] 1...] 2 3|51 1.. 1]..|53..]2] 2..|4]| 49|42
Hebron......... 43 2 4| 3 1]..{ 3] 9213 2 1f..| 98 3| 3|..|.. | 6]92]43
Harvard....... 44 1| ]| 1. 1 54;2.... 561. . 2|,‘ 2| 54| 44
Rob Morris....| 46] 11 4] 14 5[ 6| 15]23112 3, 1 ..247}5 5 6..(16[231| 46
Fairmont. ..., 48|11 5] 7.2{..| 2| 54 &.-| 1. 63“3-.. ... | 3| 62] 48
Evening Star...| 4916/ 5/ 18 3| 1/ 3} 6020 1 2\..| 83/ 4| 2| 1..| 7| 76 49
Hastings....... 50| 23 12 211 6..| 813201811 2 "351 4| 9|..|'1 [14[337 50
Fidelity........ 51111 2011 3|..| 9fio4 9 3l 1l..[117/ 6! 31..L. | 9[108| 51




PROCEEDINGS OF THE

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS MARCH 31st, 1917.

NAME OF
LODGE

180NPENTE 6 g 8o 0.0 00
Charity ........
Lancaster......

Melrose........
Thistle.........

Keystone....... \
Riverton....... | 6

Blue Valley....
Osceola ........

Aurora......... i 6

Sterling........
Trowel.........

Hooper.........

Friend.........

Alexandria.....
Frank Welch. ..

(CEEWTASS 0 o i
Composite......
SR E e
Corinthian.....

Fairfield ....... :

IV RE 6 a0 6 aa s :

Doniphan......
MOMTCITA - s
Siialet e
Cedar River....

Elk Creek......
Oakland........
Hubbell........
Beaver City....
IBlennettirriine.

=
Q

I
|

MASTER MASONS

5917

March 31, 5917

March 31, 5917
No. Aprill, 5916

March 31,
| No. Suspended
| No. on Rolls,

No. of Lodge

No. Initiated

T No. on Rolls,
No. Passed

’ No. on Rolls,

|

U’YCJ"[
oo
bt ok ] '
— 1D Ut oo
—
o —Y T i
c ot
DD W = O
il

=
DO = —1 00 W
iy

ERWT

[SLE LICI IR
-

it
SO ~1h0 W

W

—

CrUNeD —I 19
i

NITND I
e

—
R NN

= O
Lo

19 = O D
e O
TR = et AT
N;
D pOuRH NHOHG H-IWOT -1 N

=eo

n
sk
5

—

ISR

oo
Do DD S0

.

i e
S W WD W DO

) W =1
0O DD
0 B9 Lo i

=

o ST T O
O R SIS O

1o ho ©
S St

© W I

0o 119 1D o
L R

GAIN LOSS
i =]
J.E ,E.\é g 2'5 )
al 4| 53 8 [ 4| 3]
3828 |§|5|58/3]3
B Hlu]|l=|O|0 |3 X|=
Xldlgl|I|IA R HA|2
bl | B[ B[B ||| |8
RA|XO|H (@M (M| D =
1. TonZ s
3..|..[103.. | 3|..
510) 3|..1678[10| 7| 4/.
70..1..0187] 4| 3] 2|.

3 3|..1270/ 2| 4]..|.

|
Gl S P o
10..]..0168 4| 1| 1]..
3..|..1350 2| 1] 1]..
1..[..| 85/ 8| 1]..|..
95I.. 1..1..
2/ 1..]..| 64].. 1\2‘.
R L e
U..|-.]..[ 69 4| 1] 2|..
5/ 3 1|..[110/ 6| 1]..]..
2/ 4..]..108 3[..I..|..
13{ 3/..|..[156 2| 1 1‘.
Gl s Slallanl g e
10| 3| 1|..0105[12| 5| 5|.
(T R B o PR
7’32 | 74 4] 1].. 1.
1 B LR b
9)5..|..[15411| 2.
311..]..]..|54[ 2] 1| 2
geabnl el a2t
T i e T T e
2/ 1..165/ 1| 3]..1.
A Ol e e o
1..|..[151 3| 3| 2|.
A R S N
.32 : 71;2\2
4611“3)...
181 [ 5 e
ll.. AlianiRa i e
2 o A
3 1].. sm....‘i....
9| 4 1 fil‘:"' Fleatis
6.. 86/ 1.. ..
A N e i 1
51| 1|..124... 3\1
4 .. 4820 |,

March 31, 591

No. on Rolls,
|
| No. of Lodge




June, 1917.] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 741
ABSTRACT OF RETURNS MARCH 31sT, 1917.

E..A. . .C..[SUSP,. MASTER MASONS —_

=~ t~ = | GaIw LOSS -

7 ‘ Zle| 3|2 5 T -2
namuor | 8173 lasl ., u2l3 | 45 B (8| 518| (5] |2l8).[25] &
5| 885|4 85ka 85 <22 5 1552|834 |5|85] 5
3 5| S 5 | S 3 | & S > | D[ 2] 8 S |06 5
21212 (212118 | 214(5|2(5] 8 v lzlzlzl8 )8 2
Garfield........ os| o 6 3 1., 2 s 821 Fae| 3| [T 67| 05
Utica .......... 96| 2 1| 2. 3 54 2..1..]..| 56[.. [1]..]..] 1| 55] 96
0] T P Moot 63| "3 al Ll el {60..11]..]| 1[2| 58] 97
Republican.....| 98]...| 1] 1. 61/ 1 1 ol e N L B e S 6] 1Y
Shelton........ go|...I... 2 1 154/ 2..1..[..| 58/ 3| 2|..|..| 5| 51| 99
Creighton...... 100 4 6] 8 311 4103 8‘ 3 1]115| 6| 5 1/.. [12(103]100
Ponca.......... (tor| 3 s 1) 1.l sl || 1) 2. )il 3] 72|10
Waterloo ...... (102] 5 1| 8...02 29182..|..1011|1|2|..|4|97|102
OTAPRee S (103 1 1] 4...11) 10/ 70/ 5-.| 2|..[ 77].. .. 1 1|. | 1| 76|103
Wymore....... i104| 10, 1] 9 5,.‘ 2146/16 4| 2/..1168 5 .| 5163|104
STella 105 7 1| o 2..;...174 6/ 1..]..|81] 3] 3]..1.. 16| 5]105
Bonter: T ) 106] 2( 1| 3| 3j2| 3|58 41.. 631 1]..(2|..| 3| 60|106
Table Rock ....|108] 4...[ 4 2. 3156 4/2..]../624|..|. [ .|4]58]108
Pomegranate... 110[ 11 2{10 1|1 411810 5..|: 133 7|'3/ 1|, 11122110
De Witt........ ‘111 1| 2| 2[ 2..| 458 1..|1f..|eof1|1]|. ] [2]58]111
Springfield. . ... 12| 5 3| o 1| 773al.|..\751]..[1]..|2]13]112
CICDE RN 1131 3 3[ 2 4.0 1ys3..[0..0..053 | 1. [ | 1] 52]113
Wisner......... 114 6 4f 9o Y1 1y81]42..|..|872]1|1]..[4|83]112
Harlan......... 16| 7 6| 3...|3 56032166 1]..|3] |4 62|16
Il aal I 7] o mos e ] (AN ...51‘ e Al K s e S

!

TOXOIFYD oo o o0t ol 118...’ 3lodnne oo %‘1 .1 36| 2| 1/ 2]..] 5| 31|118
North Bend.... |119| 4/ 2| 2/ 1. 6[971 .98 1 .| 1] 97|119
Wayne......... 120010 4 T 2., ...[109 6 4..|..[119 2 .| 2[117|120
SIIE RO e 1211 31 2] T &..| 5134 5| 1| 1|..141| 4| 1 .| 51361121
Auburn ........ 124/ 2 4f 3..[.] 1983 1..1.1021)1]...|2[100(12¢
Mount Nebo....|125 3; 1 5 1f..| 8 74 6 80 1f..]..]..]| 1| 79{125
Stromsburg....[126] 6 1| 8 21..| 1] 89 8 SR e B e ol s Rl (10T
Minden......... 1271 211200 AL R E 50 ] P8 R30I o B R FO 0 510 ) D ¢
Guide Rock....[128] 2 2| 3...1'1] 135 3 2[:|.;| 40/ 3. 1] | 4! 386|128
BlueHill....... 129) 6... 7| 2..i 5| 54| 6 3 83 2| 2(..|.. | 4| 59|129
Tuscan......... 130] 5 4| 1........|54]31 58 1|..]..]| 1| 2| 56|130
Seribner....... 1321 7 2 7| 4. 1586/ 2.|..|661|..]..]..]1]65]132
Elm Creek...... 133 1] 3} 1 1..’ 6 41(....| 1|..[42.. | 1|..]..]| 1| 41]133
Solar........... 134 5 1| 4..|.. 1664 0. 1]..]..] 1| 69]134
McCook. ....... 135 9 10| 6 1|6 14/175 52 3|..185 4| 7| 6/.. [17168[135
Long Pine...... 1361 3 2| 2 1f.. ...| 68| 4| 3 a2l ol 213 [ 136
Upright........ 1371 5 4] 2. S8 RS0 [ R T Bl Bl e )
Rawalt......... 138 9 1|10 1..1...[ 7110 .| 811 1| 2|..]..| 3| 718|138
Clay Centre....|139] 3 2| 2 9| 62| 2 .|64l..[2]..]..| 2| 62]139
Western. . ...... 140 1 2] 2...1'11 4613 Jed4l. 2] 1]..3]81l140




42

PROCEEDINGS OF THE

|Omaha,

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS MARCH 31sT, 1917.

F..0.".|SUSP. MASTER MASONS
'| 5 g ; X GAIN LOSS g
n w |2 sl 3 - a w0

NAME OF 2|3 l4a] - 125]8 5] B ?, §181 |13] |2/8] |45] 8
LODGE 3|23z aaggs::g’.ggg 2la| 928|223
S1S =l g|=Ele (22t E (2| B s(o| |8]5|2|B|3%5E]|2
5| 2(23[£(25|a 82| < |2|5|2 8] 818 a5 (5(88]®
3| dle s|d |Sle S|mlta|B B8 em|m| =|=]8]S 3
Zlz |2z ZZ |z|7 |z |RR&O|a|a|m | A(rRIsZ | Z
Crescent ....... 10 '1' 5/ 1| 1|70 41 sl ll R 2| 13[143
Kenesaw....... 9 7 3l..1 6} 57 6 1‘.. 64..110.. 1| 63[144
Bancroft....... 3 4 3| 5] 72| 3. 5| 2| 11-. 3| 12145
chan o SHG S 19 13 12| 1113316 11 ..[151 6{.. | 21..| 8143|146
S OATNr St sib 4 1 ol A s e e e 39' B 08 I g B 1 41
Emmet Crawford [148| 6 8 4f.. gl%g ] 8 lg% Sl [ %ig

EWEl Aty 8 N0, e 7 A e B o e o ||
Cambridge..... | 1010 1|ea 31 esif.o|..|.. |1l 67150
Square.........| : 1| 2]1| 3|55 3 1./ 59|1 S|P b [ 151
IRapallilelh &S | b} 4 2|15 11 57)‘ 5|| : 58‘ L=l @] [ 152
Evergreen...... 20 1...]..| 5162 1....]..]63 1] 1]..|. 2 611153
TR 4] ... 4| 5|47 ai 54 2|.. 4|..] 6| 48[154
Hartington. .... 1155 6]...[--.1 6| 6]7T2 1}..).. .| 73/ 3] 1] 6].. 10| 63[155
Pythagoras... .. 41 5| 4(..|...] 58 3‘“‘.- SRE T SR SO 1 8 156
WIS & e . 1 2| 1l..| 4|43 1‘} .. 44.. 1].‘ g ¥l 157

|

Samaritan..... A3 9‘... ) U3 | 1'_ 20l 183 2] 312 | 4O 158
Ogalalla ....... 17131 % 1] 1) 19182 7 1}..1..190[ 1| 2| 1 4 159
Zeredatha...... 2...] 2 1).|...]332....]..| 35 1 2. 3| 32(160
Mount Zion.... b3 2 1M..| 3|41 b' : ‘31.. -5 5 1§1
Trestle Board. . atens Gi 1l..] 2] 64| 6 2‘|. ST 2 3 162
S R O g | 1 1| e 497.3‘.. AE69103 (1 [ |k 4 163
Atkinson. ...... 6 6 1. 1...144/6....[..]50 1]..]..[.. | 1] 49164
Barneston...... 7 . 3les] 2115 2] 33| 3. 37111 2|..] 4 165
Mystie Tie..... 6 5| 11 | [ 15 45 | o o e o 0 (RS T 10 8 I s 1 1§6
Elwood......... i 20 1)..| 5472 1. 5o|.... ; ..| 50[167
@uRtisisE e S 7} She3laals 47 1. 55; 2 el 3 168
AUNIGYE o i Stete 5 S IR R 2156912 3115 s 64I SIS 2l P26 1§9
Mason City... .. 4 2... 4| 4]51/2..|..]..]53 1|..| 4].. 5] 48]170
NEnna Sl 6! 5 2(1; 6|15 5 .| 80..12] 1|..13 17171
(GRATTODN s tekets 5i 4 1f..| 2|57 4 : Gli.. 01N v [eea i o 172
Robert Burns. . 3 oo IS R [ e B 4105 L B jese g e | o 173
Culbertson ..... 3 T tis 23121 . 33,1 2[..|- | 2| BL|1T4
Temple......... 5 2 3|2 2160031 .65 1(2| 2[..15 175
Gladstone...... b} 6 2[..[...] 89 5}.4 O 21N e 176
Hay Springs... 4 5| 1 2 4'2' ﬁi 1 49' ) 0l 2 177
Prudence. . ..... 1! 1l 2l..{ 3|67 1..[..|..|68..|3]. 3 65[179
Justice......... ; 10, 1f..| 3| 5511 2| 1|..| 69 4|..|. 4/ 65/180
10 o) e e | 3 1].. [ 10[112 2f. . .118] 3| 21. 5‘ 181
Incense......... 3 2. 1. 46 4..1..[..| 50 3. |. 3 47/182
ANlilamee). s ehi 20, 2] 21 8|19824/ 1 3'..[226/ 2] 11 2 5221|183




June, 1917.]

GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA.

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS MARCH 3lst, 1917.

NAME OF LODGE

............

Amethyst
Crysyallll. .5 e B
Minnekadusa
Signet
Highland

Arcana
Level
Morning Star
Purity
Gavel

Blazing Star
Scotts Biuff
Golden Sheaf........
Roman Eagle
Plainview

Golden Fleece
Napthali
Parian

Compass & Square..
Square & Compass. .
Plumbline...........
Occidental
Palisade
‘W auneta
Bloomfield
Relief

Magnolia............
Wood Lake
Landmark
Eminence
Silver Cord

0. of Lodge

B..A..|F.".C.".|SUSP. MASTER MASONS
- - - | -
é §?‘ %;; GAIjl LO:S %
B |55 s 2] G g gllg |
L&) g |Se]| g :”—u'ﬁEg & 212 | ojm <
2l39] 2ical | 2E|= |&l&|c|a Z|21215|888] 9
2\2E| 21589 S5|BIZE 0| |B(5]5|B|Ss5] S
2|83 & 85w o3] < 2|3\ 28| |4 |4 |m |d|3|%5] 5
slE 1212 1212 |21&lgl&|El8\&(a 8|58 |2
o5/ 4| 27 9 2| 8P132s5| 1 299 4| 1| 2|..| 71292(184
4 1| 3 1f..| 1]e2z2l. 64 .. |..[..]..|.. 64185
5001 sl 8]s3)sl .l B8l | 2 2( 56187
g 3| sl 3| 88l 6 2l ;| 196 2| 1] 3| 93188
A 3 2| 61} 4. .[..[. |65 1] 3] 4| 61{189
|
5 51 4 9..]... 472..|.... 49 1|1 .. [ 1] 3 46]190
ol Al ol 2l s8 1) 1l 60| 2] 1., )., | 3 57]191
5. 5] 8 32| efie 9o 12 131 2] 1| 2].. | 5[126]192
el da] afes| 1l 44 1) ] 1. | 2 42103
SR s 3335}1. d39 2.1 )] 2 37191
AT | RS Rt 28231'],.87'31. .| 4 831195
o1 B 3~c,...‘1'., 39..01/..[..]1] 38{196
8 1) 8 1l..| 1|68 1..[..|..|62..] L|..|..| Ll 61{197
2] s| 7 1 1{45l6..  |.i|51 2| 1.0| 0|3l 48]198
...... |t 3 23'1 glike 25;.. RN ..| 25[199
|
1) 3|12, 4|en3....|..[92..13|..].. | 3| 894200
8l 5| 8 3. 3|43 T8..|. 60 4..|.|4 56[01
7 ool 4 .| 7194 4 2..1..100 3] 21..|..] 595|202
g 10| 2 13| 7|56/ 2 1]1]..|60l..[..|3|1|4 56]|203
37| 4 o/ 1| 3|e9l6 1 1l..]77 1]1]|1]|..]3 74204
5 3 4 1..]... 5753...,85!3...... 3 62]205
4 3| 3 2..|...|55/85..|..|..] 60 4].. .. .. | 4 56[206
e e et i 3 ) el o e e e s | ol | s
4 31 379 | 446301149 3]..1..]..| 3 46]208
18| 5] 17 81| 7] 7813 .]1]..[92..11|1]..|2 90]|209
43 15| 39 10010| 21j31844] 3| 3|..[368] 7].. [10]..|17351[210
5.1 5 12! sl724.]1..77) 2]..|2]..] 4 3|211
gl 2] 3408 43 81 4| 39]212
...... S IR 8 B e e P L 1| 39{213
.1i il 73] 2|00 2011, 53 21.. 2! 51214
32 3 1f..| 173 3..0..0..]76 1]1]. 2| 74[215
4 6] 4 1. 1149 3..)2..54 2}.. [ 2| 52|216
10PN IR N N B 71 A 5 PO 3 2 35[2117
475|471\ "12) 908 110 951 4. |. 4 911218
il sl ol feae] 49 1|2.,., 52 21, 2| 50219
|

R MO | I B [ e 84‘.. 2l..1.. 1282|220
a2l & ] isstall e, 1Tl 63]221
8 2| 6 o l... 751 1..8]1]1}.]|.]|2 82222
g 1] 6 32| 2 5052...157,.. el 8T 8551998
7 5] 5 1..| 51688 1. 4. 1] ] 13224




T44

PROCEEDINGS OF THE
ABSTRACT OF RETURNS MARCH 3lst, 1917.

[Omaha,

|
0
NAME OF LODGE %‘
s
o
4
Calol 5 a0k S sl 225

Bleaiienmityee e e b 2k
Golden Rule........ 236
(R M50 510,05 0 BRI R 1 - |
Friendship.......... 1239
1PUGEH G o6 i ot AR 240
George Armstrong .. 241
(IBVRIAESTOY S5 71 e, 243
Sincerity............ 244
VARV 5% 55 sl Aok b o 245
Nehawka............ i246
Corner-stone........ 247
ILETTREIL o Ao AnA s e (248
Gothenburg......... 1249
George Washington. 250
AVialuSal e SN ) 251
IBGIGERE N - o s om0 b0 252
IEEEIINEIP: 0.0 0pd 8808 pood 253
IBAlSS et e f . | 254
Bradshaw........... 255
IBGLERSTREYT] 6 oo pa bl do e 1256
Holbrook ........... 257
Anselmo............ 258
Bechis Sy, A i pi 259
Springview.......... 260
@ Tiae i e 261
Endeavor............ 262
Mitehell............. 1263
i AR im s ;264
Robert W. Furnas.. |265
SHViERs 6 sono 000009048 266

E..A.|F..C.L | SUSP. MASTER MASONS
o = = GAIN LOSS
Z glol 2|2 — =
S | 5 {,,-_'.Sm-.;% Elela £ Sia
ML R =R ELE @ 8l @ = 1219 (4
z(3al @leal olcaf (% 2|EIst (Bl4(51%|2
sl g ot a1=e| B3 828 1819(2(3(8
— a - & = w0
£185| & |85l a 88| < 5\31E 5|5\ &(813 |43
=] [T ey )
2z [212 |22 |2|&1F2|8]|& |8 % |%|2|E 12
15 12 5 3 1| 2| 60[4|2..[. |66 2] L] 1] 462
A Al el ol al ] 44l 2] 0] 6l 35
1116 83 8[13813 31 115310 2|3 15 140
o 4| 4., 1fan ] a2 T 2] 30
of 4 1| .1 4| asia.. 1 53 21 "1 3150
o 4 1| 1| 1{5431....}58.. 1{1]..|2|56
Al [ | ) G B S RG] Mt e e B
o D ) I S Y bl e 1
sl 1 1f..| 1] 43/4....|..|431]..] 1|46
of 100 8}..| 2| 7412/2..!. | 88 ..| 88
of 4 ... 4] ad6l. |1 50 L] 50
7 5| 3 ab..| 21 334/ 10838100 4]33
4 1) 4 .. 2| 5003 . 831|100 2)51
st 1| 8 32| 2| a5 71 | 53 1]..)2].|3]|50
5 1 5|..,1 9| es11| 1 1(.. 79 1|..{1|..] 2] %7
Al L e de Y SR T o e
4 2| 5 22| 6335/ 1. |39..1..12[ 2|37
el ol &l e e e s e e | s
6 5 5...0..[ .| 547 61 61
| I R 9 7 9 65‘l.. 65
9114317625..1',.68211..464
I T I Y I I S L N > I A e R
110 [ i AN - o et B R -+
17 4] 19 1]..| 14|10820) 2/'3|. 1133’2 1|0 |."| 3130
S P B I 5 S T o B O I
8 3 9 1. 145911,..55...... .. 55
o ol 2 af..| 2|50l |l sl a1l 5] 46
6 2 6 4]..| 4|5032....]851[1]. | 2|53
> | I | e W 9= s 6o s [ S S B
2 1 1l 35 1. 36| 3 3l33
3 2 1|1.. 1y 650 2....1..|57 1].. .. [..| 1] 56
T...0120 3 1| 1] 09 1..0..085 2] 2]'1]. |5 80
R T S e ][R e I M e
| e R s e T |
54 3 3l ... ) salgalllll sl 11 56
3 2 1 3| 1| 7lse.. 2l sl 2l 1] 3] 5
4...| 5 1| 3] 8|59 64..[.|6d . 1113465
1 3 1...) 1] 1pe1jal. .|| 1es 3111l !5!]60
3 4 4 3. 1792'4 8sl.. [2]..1. 1] 2| 83
a5 2 1.0 2| 301" 3111l 201 )3l 28

No. of Lodge

240

241
243
244
245
246

247
248

3 (249

250
251

252
253
254
255
256

5| 257

258
259
260
261

262
263
264
265

266




June, 1917.]

GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 745
ABSTRACT OF RETURNS MARCH 31sT, 1917.
Ex47AL A B @ SUS_P_, > MASTER MASONE y
p ‘ t [ | GAIN ! [ LOSS A5
2 Blgl Bl 21— — g 21e
ol v | sz B ) e S| | g 8 Ll iz |2
ME OF LODGE | 2] & Z&5| o /2= 8 Zz5| - ul';: Bl g £ ZlS| o202
3l 2 |2<| 2351825 = | E14)|¢E|s fls | 821 8| 28)2
|q_g\f=z§~§%|‘=i; 185 S ERE NIRRT £
sl = 82[&l8zta B3] < |8 FlE|5| 5 (88|25 3|85
Id 5| o sl Jelso S S i Al ESbs bR IS SIEF 2 s =
| zlalz Jzlz |zlz | 2z |[&|&«|8] & |&|8| &gz
s A, Tulleys...po7 4 1 4 A il 50 o ..\ e 1] 1]...]..] 2 5867
re¢ W. Liningeri268] 13 3| 12 §....... 148 & 8. el e astkes
ST T 2690 5 8 3 A 1 29 2 10 sell 1T s1jes
2 a8 s W (S BT (OO | S TR IR o - oo || 3370
................ ’271 & 10 A-alol VAl AT S 1| il 43pn1
e
L Gilletto....... 972 "y Tl Ml “ate 3 Rk 48‘ AR SN, RS BRI B L
TP T T g T S S L | 430 (e S5 54,0 |00 2l 2 52058
Branch........ otal 8 4 & s...... Gl - ATy g 11 3 6874
b, il 3 2 3 1. 23, L8, e HEAILL 2 1| 25075
R A Tl i o TR (T S T i R IS 30.. ; |1 30276
; |
e oy o] B "1 (R 1 ES ( 5, B S ] o a . L | adaTe
A R7el o 3 4 .S sy g Ll 55 1| 1,...0..1 ‘21 5338
NED D SRR 279 2 2 2.0 35 2 1. bic ol S Lo S 1] 127
Rlia, esol 5 4| 4 4L 48 5 1. 49 2|...|...[..| 2| 412s0
P S e 281 18 11 mi 4‘ 1] 538 SR ol e i) et e B EESBA F D T = (2
RN 282 8’ My 5 ) LI B S 49< 8.1 l 3%
R 23l 6 4 I s il e g
Rt ol 284 4 6 2..]..[...] 58 4\ 62' ¥ R RN e !
Clarke. ....... 2551 130 9 BTN Sl o S e s
IShEpES=L0. 5 A i286 1 9 3 2I| 41 1.,.I Tiecs 43 15...0... .. 1
IR () el -] ) B o I 50 [ S 30052l (53
‘a .............. 288] 67 18 61 13].. 104/ 61 3...1 .. (LGS 1SN ISR SR B
o 289l 1 1| 6 4. GBI AR 57. .. 1| 1
J. Mercer...... 200 14/ 1] 13..|. 50 13 4...| BT 1|
ONAR: s 1.+, A5 2911 6 2f o 3. 22/ a5l SR s o R 3 2 P B 88 [od o
| | ! I
Bahtesie 1t 7 202l 4f....] 6..]. 25 8 21} ...... AE ol AW ot -1
TTE214 & Aot Golh of 293 | ieen 64 o d | 260 T...0...0 .. 33 e [ S
L S 294 5 4| 4 4|.. 3| ]| e AR 1 My e e o]
i e R 205| 4 o] 4 1. 6 4 221 a3l gl T TEN 9
s S 296/ 4...| 5 1. AR I L6y oall T2 A=
s D [Fes]. A ; ......................... 1}... il 1‘ 1
i Totals. ....... | biz2liialisosbeniise 953236641964369105 5926061452 (339 19| 71017 25044]




746 PROCKEDINGS OF THE [Omaha,

Past Grand Master George H. Thummel, for the com-
mittee, read the following report, and it was adopted:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DOINGS OF
GRAND OFFICERS.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge:

Your Committee on Doings of Grand Officers make report thereon
as follows:

That so much of the address of the Grand Master as refers to the
Care of Residents of Our Masonic Home who are mentally unbal-
anced be referred to a Special Committee of three to report next year.

That all matters relating to Promulgation of the Work, including
two paragraphs under IRecommendations, be referred to the Committee
on Promulgation of the Worlk.

That the matter of Springview Lodge No. 260 and the petition for a
Lodge U.".D.". at Sutherland be referred to the incoming Grand Master.

That the granting of a dispensation for a new lodge at Chester
he referred to the Committee on Charters and Dispensations.

That all matters of grievance be referred to the Committee on
Grievances.

That all decisions, sub-heading “Other Grand Jurisdictions” and
“Recommendations” (excepting the two paragraphs relating to Grand
Custodian and Schools, which have been referred to the Committee
on Promulgation of the Work), be referred to the Committee on Juris-
prudence.

That all other acts, doings and recommendations be approved.

The report of your Grand Master shows a year of hard<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>