1857 - 1868

REPRINTED 1868

PROCEEDINGS

of the

GRAND LODGE

Free & Accepted Masons
of the

STATE OF
NEBRASKA

A.D. 1857-1868 / A.L. 5857-5868



This volume digitized by

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

MASONIC DIGTIAL ARCHIVES PROJECT

A.D. 2020 / A.L. 6020




PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

OF THE

MOST ANCIENT AND HONORABLE FRATERNITY OF

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS,

AT ITS

SEVERAL GRAND ANNUAL COMMUNICATIONS

FROM A. L. 5857 TO A. L. 5868.

REVISED, COLLATED AND REPRINTED BY ORDER OF THE GRAND LODGE.
1867.



LUSE & GRIGGS,
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS,
DAVENPORT, IOWA.




REPORT OF COMMITTEE

ON

COLLATION AND REVISION.

To the M... W... the Grand Q of Nebraska :

Your committee appointed at the Annual Communication of
1866, and continued al the session of 1867, for the purpose of
revising and collating the Laws, Rules and Regulations of the
Grand =, and all amendments thereto, having carefully exam-
ined, revised, corrected and collated the Proceedings, Consti-
tution, By-Laws, Rules and Regulations thereof, from its
organization up to and including the Proceedings of the session
of 1867, beg leave, very rcspectfully, to offer this volume as
the result of their labors; and while your committee acknowl-
edge that there are still many imperfections in the work, yet we
feel assured it will meet a want long felt by the brethren
and CE23 of this jurisdiction.

J. N. WISE, Ch'n, )
GEO. C. BETTS, : Committee.
D. H. WHEELER,S
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OF THE GRAND LODGE.

ORPHANS’ SCHOOL—1 member from each subordinate
Lodge—Grand Master Chairman.
TRUSTEES OF ORPHANS' EDUCATIONAL FUND..3

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.
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OPENING OF GRAND LODGE.
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MASONIC CONVENTION

OF THE

TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA,
HELD AT OMAHA CITY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1857,

—T—

Brother Davip LinpiEY, Nebraska City, President.
Brother GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Omaha City, Secretary.

—~OT—

Omana Ciry, N. T., Wednesday, September 23, 1857.

In accordance with the previous agreement and appointment
of the Masters and Wardens of the several G231 of Free and
Accepted Masons of the Territory of Nebraska, viz: Nebraska
3, No. 184, of Bellevue; Giddings’ &3, No. 156, of Nebraska
City ; and Capital O, No. 101, of Omaha City, a Convention was
held this day, for the purpose of organizing a Grand O for the
Territory of Nebraska.

On motion of Brother L. L. Bowen, of Nebraska O, Brother
David Lindley, of Giddings’ O, was selected to preside, and
Brother George Armstrong, of Capital O, chosen Secretary.

On motion, it was

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to report this afternoon at

2 o’clock, what action is necessary to carry out the design of this Convention,
namely: the formation of a Grand (I for the Territory of Nebraska.

Brothers Robert C. Jordan, of Capital &, L. L. Bowen, of
Nebraska O, and H. N. Cornell, of Giddings’ &, were appointed
said committee.

The Convention then adjourned until 2 o’clock P. M.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

At the appointed hour the Convention reissembled.
The committee on business made the following

REPORT.

The committee appointed to report what action is necessary to carry out the
design of this Convention, respectfully offer the following:

Resolved, That we deem it highly expedient to organize a Grand 3 for this
Territory, aund that the following order of proceeding be observed to that end:

1. That a (3 of Master Masons be opened in due form, the Master of the
oldest (] present presiding;
~ 2. That the charters of the CCh represented, and the credentials of the
representatives, be presented and acted upon;

3. The election of officers; and

4. The installation of the officers elect.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
R. C. JORDAN, l
L. L. BOWEN, Committee.
H. N. CORNELL, )

The report of the committee was unanimously adopted, where-
upon a O3 of Master Masons was duly opened; Brother David
Lindley, of Giddings’ &I, presiding (Brother L. B. Kinney, Mas-
ter of Nebraska O, waiving his right); Brother R. C. Jordan,
of Capital O3, acting as Senior Warden; and Brother L. L.
Bowen, of Nebraska 3, as Junior Warden.

Prayer by Rev. Brother J. M. Chivington.

On motion, a committee of three, congisting of Brothers
Bowen, Jordan and Cornell, was appointed to examine the char-
ters of CE0 claiming to be represented in this Convention, and
the credentials of the representatives under the same; which
committee, after conferring together, made the following

REPORT.

The committee appointed to examine the charters of the [ claiming to bo
represented in this Convention, and the credentials of the representatives under
tho same, have had the subject under advisement, and respectifully beg leave to
report the following (£ as duly chartered, and represented as follows, to-wit:

NEBRASKA (3, No. 184, at Bellevue, Sarpy County, chartered by the M.*. W. -,
Grand [ of Illinois, October 3, A. D. 1855, and represented as follows: Brother
L. B. Kinney, Worshipful Master; Brother L. L. Bowen, Senior Warden; and
Brother John A. Nye, Junior Warden.

GippixNgs' (1, No. 156, at Nebraska City, Otoe County, chartered May 28,
A. D. 1856, by the M.-. W.*. Grand J of Missouri, and represented as follows:
Brother David Lindley, Worshipful Master; Brother H. N. Cornell, Senior War-
den; Brother William Anderson, Junior Warden.
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CaprraL (3, No. 101, at Omaha City, Douglas County, chartered June 3,
A. D. 1857, by the M.-. W. . Grand [(J'of Towa, and represented as follows:
Brother George Armstrong, Worshipful Master; Bro:her Charles W. Hamilton,
Senior Warden; Brother Robert C. Jordan, Junior Warden.

Your committee, therefore, beg leave'to report the following resolution:

Resolved, That the brethren heretofore named are entitled to seats in the
Grand 7 here to be formed.

L. . BOWEN,
R. C. JORDAN, > Committee.
H. N. CORNELL, ;

The report was adopted.

On motion, it was

Resolved, That the following Grand Officers be now elected by ballot, viz:
M.-. W.-. Grand Master, R.". W.-, Deputy Grand Master, R.. W.-. Senior
Grand Warden, R.*. W.*. Junior Grand Warden, R.-. W.-. Grand Treasurer,
and R.*. W.'. Grand Secretary.

Brothers Kinney and Cornell having been appointed tellers,
the 3 went into an election of Grand Officers with the follow-
ing result:

R. C. JorpaN, Omaha City, Grand Master.

L. L. BoweN, Bellevue, Deputy Grand Master.

Davip LinpLey, Nebraska City, Senior Grand Warden.
L. B. KinNEY, Bellevue, Junior Grand Warden,
‘WiLLiAM ANDERSON, Nebraska City, Grand Treasurer.
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Omaha City, Grand Secretary.

The Grand Officers were then regularly installed into their
respective stations by Most Worshipful Brother I. A. W. Buck,
of Illinois.

The following officers, appointed by the Grand Master, were
also installed by Brother Buck:
H. N. CornEeLL, Nebraska City, Grand Marshal.
J. M. CrrviNeToN, Omaha City, Grand Chaplain.
CHaRLES W. HaMruToN, Omaha City, Senior Grand Deacon.
Jonn A. NYE, Bellevue, Junior Grand Deacon.
J. P. MaNNING, Omaha City, Grand Tyler.

TrE GRAND O3 oF NEBRASKA Was then declared regularly or-

ganized.
DAVID LINDLEY, President.
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Secretary.
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THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

Being now regularly constituted, the Grand Master returned
his thanks for the honor conferred upon him in a few remarks.

On motion, a committee of three, composed of Brothers
Bowen, Armstrong and Cornell, was appointed to report a Con-
stitution, By-Laws and Rules of Order for the government of
this Grand 3, and Rules and Regulations for the government
of subordinate (2.

Said committee subsequently made a report, which was
adopted. [See Appendix.]

On motion, it was

Resolved, That the soveral [Ey under the jurisdiction of this Grand 3 be
numbered anew, according to the age of their charters, beginning with num-
ber one.

Brother Cornell moved that the name of “Giddings’ @ be
changed to “ Western Star 0" Carried.

The several subordinate CEa were then declared to be as
follows :

NeBrASKA [, No. 1, at Bellevue.

‘WesTERN STAR [, No. 2, at Nebraska City.

CapiraL 3, No. 3, at Omaha City.

On motion, Brothers Bowen, Lindley and Armstrong were
appointed a committee to draft, and procure the passage of, a
suitable act of incorporation for this Grand O, at the ensuing
gession of the General Assembly of Nebraska.

On motion, it was

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to draw on each of the
[ under this jurisdiction for the sum of $60, to be paid within thirty days, to
meet the expenses of this Grand {7, if necessary.

It was also

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be directed to procure the necessary
printing for this Grand C3—such as the proceedings of this session, Constitution,

By-Laws, Rules and Regulations, blank charters and dispensations; also a seal
and seal-press.

On motion, it was

Ordered, That charters issue from this Grand (3 to the several (£ under its
jurisdiction, and that said (¥ be authorized to surrender up the charters under
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which they have heretofore been working, to the several Grand [ from which
they issued.

On motion, it was
Resolved, That the next session of this Grand (3 be held at Nebraska City, on
the first Wednesday in June, 1858.

The Grand @ was then called from labor until 7 o’clock this
evening.

EVENING SESSION.

The Grand 3@ resumed labor at 7 o’clock.
After some deliberation, and no further business appearing
the Grand O3 then closed its session in peace and harmony.

R. C. JORDAN, Grand Master.

Attest:
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Secretary.”

2






PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

HELD AT NEBRASKA CITY, JUNE 2, A. L. 6858.

FIRST ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

Nzesraska Ciry, June 2, 1858,

The Grand O of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of the Territory of Nebraska com-
menced its first Annual Communieation at the Masonic Hall at
Nebraska City, on Wednesday, the 2d day of June, A. L. 5858,
A. D. 1858, at 10 o’clock A. M.

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT.

‘. RoBerT C. JorDAN, Grand Master.

*. LEavirr L. BoweN, Deputy Grand Master.

*. Davip LinpLEY, Senior Grand Warden.

*. C. D. KELLER, as Junior Grand Warden.

*. WiLLIAM ANDERSON, Grand Treasurer.

‘. GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Secretary.

. H. N. CornELL, Grand Marshal.

*. J. M. CHIvINGTON, Grand Chaplain.

. A. G. CLAEKE, as Grand Orator.

*. 8. REDFIELD, as Senior Grand Deacon.

‘. R. W. Furxas, as Junior Grand Deacon.
EpwarDp HENRY, as Grand Tyler.

A O of Master Masons was opened in ample form by the
M.:. W.-. Grand Master, with the assistance of the Grand Officers
and other brethren present, preparatory to the opening of the
Grand O of Nebraska.

Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

RIS RE
4499999424+
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The M.-. W... Grand Master appointed the following named
brethren a Committee on Credentials, viz: Brothers George
Armstrong, A. G. Clarke and H. N. Cornell.

Brother Armstrong, from that committee, made the following

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand O of Nebraska :

The Committeo on Credentials, having examined the returns of the subordinate
=1 under your jurisdietion, find the following Ui represented by the delegates
named. The number of votes to which each delegate is entitled is also given:

Neprasga (3, No. 1—C. D. Keller, 2 votes; L. L. Bowen, 1 vote—3 votos.

WESTERN STAR (O, No. 2—S. Redfield, 1 vote; John H. Maxon, 1 vote; Wm.
P. Birchfeld, 1 vote—3 votes.

CaprmaL O, No. 3—George Armstrong, 1 vote: Albert G. Clarke, 1 vote;
Wm. N. Byers, 1 vote—3 votes.

The committee also report, as entitled to seats in this Grand 3, the Grand
Officers named in the commencement of these proceedings.

GEO. ARMSTRON(,
A. G. CLARKE, Committee.
H. N. CORNELL,

The report was agreed to.

A constitutional number of C2h being represented, the W.-.
Grand Marshal, by order of the M.-. W.-. Grand Master, declared
the M... W.. Grand O of Nebraska duly opened for the dispatch
of business.

The M... W... Grand Master then appointed the following
standing committee :

On Charters and Dispensations—Brothers L. L. Bowen, George Armstrong and
‘Wm. N. Byers.

Said committee subsequently made the following report, which
was adopted :

To the M.-. W. . Grand O of Nebraska:

The standing committee on Charters and Dispensations, to whom was referred
the documents relating to Plattsmouth (3, submit that they have examined all
tho papers connected with the granting of said dispensation, and find them cor-
rect. Inregard to the By-Laws presented for approval, your committee beg
leave to report, that althongh there is much contained in them that might be
considered as superfluous matter, yet there is ncthing conflicting with the By-
Laws of this Grand .

Your committee further report, that they have examined the By-Laws and
proceedings of Nemaha Valley (3, at Brownville, and Temple 3, at Omadi,
and find them correct; and offer for adoption the following resolution:
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Resolved, That charters issue to Nemaha Valley 3, as No. 4; Temple O3, as
Omadi 0. No. 5; and Plattsmouth (3, a8 No. 6, and that the representatives of

these (3 be entitled to seats in this Grand 3.
L. L. BOWEN,
GEO. ARMSTRONG, } Committee.
WM. N. BYERS,

Credentials were presented from the above named [E3, en-
titling the following brethren to votes in this Grand O:

NemaBa VarLey O, No. 4—G. W. Bratton, 1 vote; Jesso Noel, 1 vote; R.
W. Furnas, 1 vote—3 votes.

OmaDI (3, No. 5—M. G. Wilkinson, 3 votes.

PraTTsMOUTE (), No. 6—E. A. Donelan, 1 vote; J. W. Marshall, 1 vote; D.
H. Wheeler, 1 vote—3 votes.

On motion of Brother Armstrong, the following resolution
was adopted :

Resolved, That all Master Masons in good standing be invited to witness tho
deliberations of this Grand 3.

The M... W.-. Grand Master appointed the following

STANDING COMMITTEES.

On Examination of Visilors—Brothers Lindley, Keller and Redfield.

On Credentials—Brothers Armstrong, Clarke and Cornell,

On Accounts—Brothers Furnas, Anderson and Armstrong.

On Pay-Roll—Brothers Armstrong, Furnas and Cornell.

On Returns of Subordinate (Eq—DBrothers Clarke, Wilkinson and Lindley.
On Charters and Dispensations—DBrothers Bowen, Armstrong and Byers.
On Foreign Communications—Brothers Clarke, Cornell and Wilkinson.
On Ways arnd Means—DBrothers Bowen, Furnas and Cornell.

On Grievances—Brothers Donelan, Byers and Keller.

On Jurisprudence—Brothers Bowen, Clarke and Wilkinson.

The M... W.-. Grand Master presented and read the following

ADDRESS :

Officers and Brethren of the Grand Lodge :

We lhavo assembled agreeably to a resolntion passed at the organization of
this body on the 23d of September last. The occasion is one of much interest
to us all. The few zealous brethren that participated in the formation of this
new Grand (3, I ohserve, are present, with one or two exceptions, and to all
appearances are ready and willing still 15 undertake any part in the noble and
glorious work before us. The present is a most appropriate time, my brethren,
to return sincere and heart-feeling thanks to the Great and Beneficent Author
of our existence for His mercy and blessing, in thus permitting us to live and
again assemble together as brethren. Tet us beseech Him to guide us in all the
transactions claiming our attention during this session, that peace and harmony
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may characterize our labors, so that whatever work is done, it may result bene-
ficially to us as individuals, and tend to advance the true interests of the masonic
institution in the Territory.

It is not my purpose or intention to unnecessarily tax your time in delivering
a lengthy address. But Section 5 of the By-Laws of this Grand {3 requires me
to communicate in writing a statement of my official acts during the recess of the
Grand (3. In compliance with that law, I herewith tender the following report

On the 20th of October, of last year, I received a petition from G. W. Bratton,
Jesse Noel, Chester S. Langdon, R. W. Furnas, and eleven other brethren resid-
ing in the city of Brownsville, Nemaha County, N. T., praying for a dispensation
to empower them to assemble as a legal (3 in said eity. They being duly vouched
for by Western Star (3, No. 2, T accordingly issued a dispensation in conformity
with the prayer of the petitioners.

On the 18th of January last, I received a petition from E. G. Lamson, Albert
‘W. Puett, Amos Lamson, Ilenry M. Hale, Thomas McDermott, Mahlon G. Wil-
kinson, Jacob H. Hallack, and John C. Turk, all residing in Omadi and vicinity,
Dakotah County, N. T., praying for a dispensation to empower them to assemble
as a legal (3 in Omadi. They being regularly vouched for by Capital (3, No. 3,
I granted the prayer of the petitioners by issuing & dispensation.

On the same day I received a petition from E. A. Donelan, D. H. Wheeler,
J. W. Marshall, W. M. Slaughter, J. C. Cummins, and other brethren (making
up the requisite number), residents of Plattsmouth, Cass County, praying for a
warrant of dispensation to empower them to assemble in the city of Plattsmouth
as a legal (. The above petitioners being duly vouched for by Nebraska 3,
No. 1, in conformity with their prayer I granted them a dispensation.

All the pupers connected with the forogoing are herewith presented for exam-
ination, and are designated as documents ‘*A,'" *‘B,'’ and ‘‘C.”’ Accompanying
each petition was the required dispensation fee of $50, and reference is made
to schedule marked ‘*D'’ for a detailed acconnt of the disposal of the amount.

Early in February last, I observed, in reading the proceedings of the Grand
O of Illinois, that definite and decisive action had been takem by that body
relative to receiving as visitors or holding masonic intercourse with persons hail-
ing from the Grand O3 of New York, of which the M. . W. . John L. Lewis, Jr.,
is Grand Mastor, without a certificate as to the legality of the 03, and the making
or healing of the brother proposing to visit. Decming the matter of sufficjent
jmportance to need attention, I issued an ediet forbidding the O3 in the Ter-
ritory from holding masonic intercourse, or receiving as visitors, any one hailing
from the Grand [ of New York, who was not in possession of the required
Grand 3 certificate. As the time stated in the edict expires with this session,
T would recommend to the Grand (1 to consider the matter in question, and take
such action as may be necessary in the premises.

The foregoing, in addition to some correspondence with brethren in the Ter-
ritory and States, constitutes all that may be called official acts performed by me
gince the last meeting of the Grand CJ. No occasion has presented itself requir-
ing me to visit the T under our jurisdiction. So far as my information extends,
1 am pleased to learn that all the [ have been prospering, and are in a healthy
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condition. Harmony, the great essential to the well-being of a masonie 3,
reigns supreme, and brotherly love prevails throughout the entire jurisdiction.

I call the attention of the Grand 3 to the fact that in the adoption of our
Constitution and By-Laws, Rules and Regulations, governing subordinate “.
&c., at the last meeting, there was not sufficient time taken to consider well the
application of some of those laws and regulations to our situation. I refer to one
in particular (By-Laws, Sec. XIX.), relating to Grand O dues. The amount
named therein is, in my opinion, a burthensome tax upon the [Z. caleulated to
do injury, particularly during the present prevailing difficulties in monetary
affairs; and it may be well to examine into the subject, and make such alterations
as are deemed just and expedient.

In my correspondence with different brethren during the past year, I have
been somewhat astonished to learn the various views entertained among them,
relative to subjects connected with the order, which I had supposed had been
settled by long-established usage and masonic law, and which did not admit of
any doubt or diversity of opinion. I take this opportunity to say to all, that the
best means of gaining the desired information is to subscribe for some of the well-
conducted masonic periodicals of the day, of which there is seldom a number
issued but contains some matter of interest and information well worth the year's
subscription.

Of the different subjects at present claiming the attention of the different
Grand (37 of the United States, are uniformity of work and non-affiliated mem-
bers ; and a few words relative thereto cannot be inapplicable to our present
circumstances. We are aware that the members of the fraternity in our juris-
diction hail from nearly every State in the Union, and unfortunately there exists
some important variations in the work. A uniform system of work is one of the
most desirable objects to be attained ; and, in our present juvenile state, I
imagine it can be accomplished. I propose that an exhibit of the work of all the
£ be made at this session, and a careful examination made into the merits of
the work so exhibited, corrections made, and a uniform mode adopted, and made
obligatory on all () now in existence, and all future O to adopt the same
before permission is granted to assemble and confer degrees. By adopling this
or some other judicious remedy, we may, and I trust will, avoid the difficulties
the older Grand [F have had to encounter, and in some instances have aban-
doned without hope of securing a permanent and uniform system of lectures.

The subject of non-affiliated members has, perhaps, received more attention
from masonic legislation, and the devising of plans to remedy the evil, than any
other matter presented to the Grand (5 of the States. I have deemed it my
duty to direct your atlention toit, from the fact of learning almost daily of persons
calling themselves masons, who have been residing in our midst for a year, and
frequently from the first settlement of the Territory, who have failed to connect
themselves with any of the (7. I would recommend immediate and decisive
action to be taken upon the subject. It is admitted by all to be a great evil, but
all do not agree as to the best course to be pursued to remedy it. For my own
part, I have ever held that the right to withdraw from membership is the privi-
lege of any one wishing to do 8o ; but when membership ceases, then all right
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or claim, of the individual so withdrawing, to the charity fund, visiting of (7,
masonie burial, or taking part in masonic festivals, ceases also.

I have observed, within the past year, in perusing some of the masonic peri-
odicals, and reports of committees contained in the procecdings of sister Grand
{Eh. a number of editorials and reports concerning the belief in the Divine
Authenticity of the Holy Bible, as a fundamental requisite to the initiation of a
candidate into the mysteries of masonry. And, strange as it may seem, in some
cases & violent opposition is urged to such a requirement. We are all aware
that mankind is naturally so constituted that differences of opinion in regard to
most subjects of importance prevail. It is expected and looked for. But it is
certainly & matter of wonder and regret, that any intelligent member of the
masonic institution can, for & moment, assume the position that some denounce
this wholesome requirement of some of the Grand (37 as a new fes!, an innovation,
and other harsh epithets, when the ritual of the order is so entirely adverse to
such teachings. And we are almost led to believe that those taking such grounds,
have failed to duly approciate the excellent rules and maxims therein inculcated,
and are inexcusably ignorant of the work handed down to us from time imme-
morial ; or that the system of musonry is taught differently in some jurisdictions
from what we had supposed. As we are but beginning in the world as a Grand
3, what say you, my brethren, to placing it upon record in language not to be
mistaken, that we believe the Bible to be God’s Holy Word, the Beacon of Light
to guide us through the darkness and gloom wo daily encounter in our pilgrimage
to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns ; and that
we require a distinct avowal in such belief before initiation? If this great and
good Book is of so much importance to a masonic (3 that it cannot be legally
opened for the transaction of business without it being present, then may it truly
be said that it is the foundation stone upon which our beautiful structure rests.

In connection with the foregoing, I will further add that it is said of late
years, ‘‘there is getting to be too much religion in the {gn.’' This remark is
clicited, I presume, from the fact that almost all the Grand (5 of which 1 have
any knowledge, have taken prompt and stringent measures to punish a combined
system of immorality that threatened a total destruction of the institulion, unless
such means were adopted as would effectually put a stop to it. Gambling, pro-
fanity, intemperance, and debauchery, in general, prevailed to an alarming
extent among the members ; and it was not unusual to sce those vested with
power to preside and teach in the (3j. become leaders in some bachanalian
revelry. Certainly, brethren, a strange piece of inconsistency when we reflect
upon it, that our monitors and craftsmen are open to the inspection of the world,
containing lectures, prayers, and charges of great pretentions to morality and
instructiveness, and sece the actions of many members so directly contrary to
these teachings. This subject at present is claiming the attention of nearly every
Grand J in the United States ; and although I must say, so far as my acquaint-
ance extends among the fraternity in our jurisdiction, there are but few cases
existing among the affiliated members of the order in the Territory that I can
bring to mind, that could be classed among the immoral above alluded to; yet it
would no doubt be proper to make a suitable expression of the opinion of this
Grand body relative to the vices spoken of.
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The Grand T3 of Ohio, through the Honorable Past Grand Master and highly
distinguished Mason, William B. Thrall, of Columbus, has presented to this
Grand (3 a printed copy of their proceedings for the first forty years of its exist-
ence (1808 to 1847). As this is a valuable work, containing much interesting
matter, some suitable expression should be made of the high regard we entertain
for that enlightened body, and the value we attach to the work they have pre-
sented us with. Tothe Grand 3 of Oliio and the above-named eminent brother,
we are indebted for the first recognition and welcome of the Grand [ of
Nebraska into the family of Grand C33. and the flattering notice that appears in
the printed proceedings of that Grand (3. In imitation of the foregoing, I would
suggest the propriety to taking steps to preserve everything connected with the
introduction of masoury into this Territory. From our own love to examine and
overhaul the musty records of (g7 in existence a bhalf century and more, we may
safely infer that years hence it will be interesting to brethren to refer to the pro-
ceedings of our day and geueration. There are several among us who can give
a correct history of the organization of the three [ that were instrumental in
forming this Grand 3, and it should be secured in time.

In conclusion, brethren, I feel it a duty incumbent on me to tender you my
humble and sincere thanks for the honor you have conferred on me in elevating
me to the exalted position I have occupied during the past year. And for the
uniform kindness extended to me on all occasions, I will ever cherish a grateful
remembrance. If my time had not been occupied with my private business to
such a degree as positively to forbid my visiting all the [F officially, I would
have been able to present a report more satisfactory to myself at least. As it is,
I bhave, by corresponding with brethren of the different C&, communicated as
far as possible all the knowledge upon masonic subjects sought and asked for,
and hope that my humble exertions may meet your approbation. If I have erred,
it has been entirely unintentional on my part, and I trust it will be viewed in
such a light. In your sclection of officers for the ensuing year, allow me to
suggest to you the propriety of choosing for the principal offices, brethren who
can devole timse to visiting and instructing the Ty ; this I have not heen able
to do, and could not promise to do during the next year. We have among us
members of many years' standing as masons, and some that have had years of
experience in other Grand {Eh. that will no doubt accept these positions, and
labor diligently until our preseat youthful organization gains age, strength and
experience sufficient to admit of their retiring from the field of active work.
Such are the hands into which the leading offices of the Graud 3 should be dis-
tributed. To us who have been instrumental in securing the organization of this
Grand body, it should be peculiarly gratifying to see the older and more experi-
enced brethren at the helm. Much remains to be done to place it in the proud
position it should some day occupy as a useful and influential corporation, pro-
tecting and caring for the widow and orphan, soothing the unhappy, and dis-
pensing charity to all the needy within its reach, thus fulfilling the instructions
of our Heavenly Father, the Supreme Grand Master of that Grand 3 where we
all hope to arrive after completing our labors on earth. Aud may the blessing
of our kind and benevelent Heavenly.Father rest upon us and all regular masons,

3
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may brotherly love prevail throughout the jurisdiction, and every moral and
social virtne cement us.
R C. JORDAN, Grand Master.
On motion of Brother Cornell, it was
Resolved, That the communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Master be
referred to a select committee of three to designate appropriate committees to
which the several matters therein named shall be referred.

Brothers Cornell, Bowen, and Furnas were named said com-
mittee.

Said committee made the following report, which was
adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.". W.-. Grand O of Nebraska :

The select committee to whom was referred the M. W.-. Grand Master’s
Annual Address, to designate appropriate committees to which the several
matters therein contained shall be referred, beg leave to report, that,

So much as relates to the dispensations granted, be referred lo the standing
committee on Charters and Dispensations;

So much as relates to money received, to standing committee on Accounts ;

So much as relates to Grand Master’s edict on subjeet of New York masous,
to the standing committee on Foreign Correspondence ;

So much as relates to change of By-Laws of this Grand (2, to the standing
committee on Masonic Jurisprudence ;

So much as relates to non-affiliated masons, to a select committee of three ;

So much as relates to uniformity of work, to a select committee of three ;

So much as relates to belief in holy writings, to a select committee of three.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

H. N. CORNELL,
L. L. BOWEN, ;Committee.
R. W. FURNAS,

Brother Bowen offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be allowed for his services the past year
the sum of fifty dollars ; he being satisfied to receive that amount, although by
the By-Laws he is entitled to the sum of one hundred and fitty.

The following select committees were announced by the
M... W... Grand Master:

On Uniformaty of Work—Brothers Cornell, Maxon, and Keller.

On Non-affiliating Masons—Brothers Bratton, Donelan, and Noel.

On Bible—Brothers Clarke, Chivington, and Byers.

On motion of Brother Bowen, it was

Resolved, That this Grand (3 hold its next annual commnunication at Bellevue,
on the second Tuesday of June, 1859.

The Grand 3 called off until 2 o’clock.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

At the appointed hour the Grand O resumed labor.
The following reports were then read and adopted :

GRAND TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the M.-. W. . Grand O of Nebraska:

I hereby submit a statement of the receipts and disbursements of the treasury
department of the Grand O for the Jast fiscal year.

RECEIPTS.

1858.

June 2, Received of Grand Secretary, dues from subordinate o.............. $368 25
Received of Grand Master and Grand Secretary, balance on
dispensations..... 51 85

$420 10
EXPENDITURES.

Paid Grand Secretary's compensation ¢ 50 00
Balanee AN« -treasury. . . ... 8 bl . ot i e e e 370 10

$420 10
All of which is respectfully submitted.
WM. ANDERSON, Grand Treasurer.

GRAND SECRETARY'S REPORT.

GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Secrelary, in account with the Grand (O of Nebraska of
Free and Accepted Musons, June 2, 1858.

AMOUNE

NAME OF Cd NO. NAME OF TOWN OR CITY. NAME OF COUNTY. | ("0 o
Bellevue .....cccueeeenenn. § 62 A0

Nebraska City....ceceeerceravenans A2 00

Omaha City. L 152 50

Brownville.. 48 YA

Omadi ......... 3R AD

Plattsmouth.. 6 650

Total amount received and paid to Treasurer.......cccvceviveeeeeeeennn $308 26

GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Secretary.

Statewent of Fees Received for Disp 177 during the recess of the Grand o, and a'n
Account of Disbursements:

RECEIPTS.

1857. — Oct. 20, For dispensation from Nemaha Valley = ...
1858. — Jan. 18, “ g5 ¢  Temple o

“ [ & “ * ({3 Plattsmouth [

DISBURSEMENTSH.

George Armstrong, Grand Secretary, for printing, &C..cccimrecrers esecaens veene 880 00
C. C. Woolworth, record book and letter paper 10 76

W. WRWYMan, postage’ DIlT s e e i s toc-'se sos 8.2 5 40
¢ printing letter heads .
George Armstrong, Grand Secretary....

8150 00 $150 00
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Secretary.
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Brother Furnas, as chairman of the standing committee on
Accounts, made the following

REPORT.
Tothe M., W.'. Grand (D of Nebraska :

Your committee to whom was referred the accounts of the Grand Treasurer
and Grand Secretary, have had the same under consideration, and report the
same correct, as by them reported to this body. Also

The same commitiee have examined certain papers of tlie Grand Master,
marked ‘‘Schedule D,’’ and find them correct.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
R. W. FURNAS, Chairman.

On motion, the report of the committee on Accounts, and
the reports of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary were
adopted.

Brother Bowen, as chairman of the committee on Masonic
Jurisprudence, made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.

Y the M.-. W.:. Grand O of Nelraska :

The standing committec on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred =o
much of the M. . W.-. Grand Master's address as relates to amendment of the
By-Laws, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to report the
following :

Resolved, That section nineteen of the By-Laws be amended as follows: Strike
out five and insert three where the same oceurs: and strike outafter the words
one dollar the words and fifty cents, so that horeafter the Grand ™ dues shall be
three dollars for each initiation and one dollar for each member.

Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer be directed to refund to the respective
subordinate [30, of the dues received at this session, the sum of two dcllars
upon each initiation, and fifty cents upon each membership.

Respectfully submitted.
L. L. BOWEN,
A. G. CLARKE, Comnmittee.
M. G. WILKINSON,

Brother Bratton, trom the select committee on non-affiliated
masons, made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
Tothe M.:. W. . Grand (0 of Nebraska:

Your committee on nortaffiliated masons, submit the following:

Resolved, That the jurisdiction of each 3 extends over the non-affiliated as
well as the affiliated mason, and that they are equally amenable for unmasonic
conduct. _

Resolved, That a non-affiliated mason who shall, for the space of six months,
reside in any county wherein is a working [, without making application for
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membership therein, shall forfeit the privilege of visiting said 3. And if he
still fails, or refuses, to make application as aforesaid, for the space of twelve
months, he shall then forfeit all claims to masonic rights or benefits.

G. W. BRATTON,

K. A. DONELAN,  Committee.

JESSE NOEL,

Brother Clarke, from the select committee on Bible, made the
following report, which was adopted :
REPORT.

To the M.*. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska:

The select comittee to whom was referred that portion of the M. . W. .
Grand Master's address relative to a belief in the authenticity of the Holy Scrip-
tures, as a requirement from candidates, beg leave to report that they have had
the same under advisement, and submit the following:

Whereas, The superstructure of ¥Freemasonry rests upon the truths contained
in the Holy Bible, and the history of its origin is contained in those pages ; and
has been recognized for ages as the foundation stone of the order, and from time
immemorial as one of the ancient landmarks, either in form of the Old or New
Testament, or both ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand (3, that no man can become a
mason unless he can avow a belief in the principles therein contained ; and it ig
also the sense of this Grand [, that the demand for such belief does not conflict
with the universality of Freemasonry, but in every land and with every nation
where Masonry exists the Holy Writings are respected, and some form of belief
in them required from candidates for admission to the mysteries of the order.

Resolved, That the Grand 3 of Nebraska will guard the ancient landmarks,
and enforce respect for them by every means in her power.

A. G. CLARKE,
J. M. CHIVINGTON, { Committee.
WM. N. BYJRS,

Brother Clarke, from the committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence, made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.*. W.-. Grand 1 of Nebraska :

The committec on Foreign Correspondence, to whom was referred that por-
tion of the M.:. W. . Grand Master’s address relative to the breach in the M.".
W.-. Grand .3 of New York, have had the same under consideration, and beg
leave to report:

That in the month of June, 1849, a dispute arose in the M. . W.-. Grand O,
founded on the following facts: Under the laws of that Grand body, all Past
Masters were entitled to seats; but the rapid increase of such members induced
the Grand body to amend its laws 80 as to exclude such members in future.
This movement produced a dissension, favored almost exclusively by the Past
Masters of New York city, who seceded from the Grand (3 of New York, and
organized a revolutionary body known as the Phillips Grand O. The M.-. W.-,
Grand (3 of New York is still in existence, and be it therefore
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Resolved, That this Grand (O recognizes but one Grand 3 of the State of New
York, and over that body Brother John L. Lewis presides as M.:. W.*. Grand
Master.

A. G. CLARKE, Chairman.

Brother Bowen, from the committee appointed to procure an
act of incorporation for this Grand body, made the following

REPORT.

Tothe M.". W.*. Grand O of Nebraska :

Your committee to whom was referred the duty of procuring a charter for the
Grand O of Nebragka, report that they have performed the duty imposed upon
them, and present the accompanying act as one having been passed at the last

session of the Territorial General Assembly.
k L. L. BOWEN, Chairman.

AN ACT
TO INCORPORATE THE GRAND ) OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF NEBRASKA,

SECTION 1. Be it enacled by the Council and House of Representatives of the Territory
of Nebraska, That Robert C. Jordan, Leavitt L. Bowen, David Lindley, Lathrop
B. Kinney, William Anderson, and George Armstrong, officers of the Grand J
of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska, and their successors in office, be and
are hereby incorporated by the name of ‘‘the Grand (J of Nebraska, and by
which pame they shall be capable of suing and being sued, pleading and being
impleaded, in all courts, the same as natural porsons, and with power to hold
and convey real and personal property, and to do any and all other things usually
done by corporaticns.

Sec. 2. That the said corporators, and their successors of the Grand ™ of
Nebraska, shall have power to hold, in its name, property, as trustees for any
subordinate (31 of this Territory.

I, John B. Motley, Acting Sccretary of Nebraska Territory, hereby certify
that the above is a true and correct copy of the original act on file in
the office of the Secretary of «Nebraska.

In testimony whereof I hereunto subscribe my name and aftix the great seal
of the Territory, at Omaha City, this 1st day of June, A. D. 1858.

(L. 8] JOHN B. MOTLEY, Acting Secretary.

On motion of Brother Bowen, it was

Resolved, That the Grand 3 now proceed to the election of Grand officers to
serve for the ensuing year.
Brothers Wilkinson and Marshall were appointed tellers, and
the following brethren were elected Grand Officers:
) Rosert C. JorpaN, M. . W.-, Grand Master.
Leavirr L. Bowex, R.-. W. . Deputy Grand Master.
Davip Linpiry, R.-. W,-, Senior Grand Warden.
M. G. WiLkinNsoN, R.-. W.-. Junior Grand Warden.
Joun H. Maxon, R.'. W.-. Grand Treasurer.
R. W. Fur~as, R.. W.-. Grand Secretary.
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The M.-. W.-. Grand Master then announced the following
appointments :

J. M. CarviNeToN, W.*. Grand Chaplain.
A. G. CLarRkE, W. . Grand Orator.

GEO. ARMSTRONG, W.*. Grand Lecturer.

H. N. CorNELL, W.-. Grand Marshal.

W. N. Byers, W.-. Senior Grand Deacon.
C. D. KeLLER, W. . Junior Grand Deacon.
G. W. BraTTON, W.°. Grand Steward.

D. H. WuEsLER, W.". Grand Sword Beargr.

E. A. DONELAN,
JESSE NOEL,

Epwarp HENRY, as Grand Tyler.
Brother Bowen agsked and obtained leave of absence during
the remainder of this session.

} W. . Grand Pursuivants,

The committee on Pay Roll reported the following, which
was adopted :

PAY ROLL

Of the Officers and Members of the Grand X3 of Nebraska for the Annual Communi-
cation held in Nebraske Ciy, in the year 1858.

GRAND OFFICERS.

NAMES, l REBIDENCES.

R. €. Jordan, M.". W.". Grand Master..
L. L. Bowen, Deputy Grand Master....
David Lindley, Senior Grand Warden.
Wm. Anderson, Grand Treasurer.....
Geo. Armstrong, Grand Secretary.
H. N. Cornell, Grand Marshail........
J. M. Chivington, Grand Chaplain.
A. G. Clarke, Grand Orator. .

S Bellevue .
.{Nebraska City..

-lOmaha.........
.|Nebraska City..

-|Omaha...

R. W. Furnas, Grand Juni. Brownvill
E. Henry, Grand Tyler... Nebraska C
Total........ e
MEMBERS.
——— e == > e - =
NAME OF 3. WHERE HELD. ;2‘) TOTAL. TO WIHOM PAID.
=]

../ Nebraska ... Bellevue..... ... 80|$1
|Western Star Nebraska City. AEH
..|Capital .. h 00| 1
..{Namaha Val 241 1
140{ 16 80| 1 50| 18 30
30 360|150 5 10{E. A. Donelan

PO SO sl - L T L e

Brother Wilkinson offered the following, which was adopted :

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to procure suitable jewels
for this Grand .
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Brother Armstrong presented sundry ecommunications, which
were referred to committee on Forcign Correspondence.

Grand O called from labor to refreshment until 8 o’clock
this cvening.

—eo—

EVENING SESSION.

At the appointed: hour the Grand @ was called from refresh-
ment to labor.

On motion of Brother Armstrong, it was

Resolved, That it is improper for an individual mason to examine a traveling
brother, for the purpose of vouching for him so a3 to admit him in a 3, with-
out being appointed by the Worshipful Master or presiding officer for that pur-
pose; nor shall any voucher he taken so as to admit a visiting brother, founded
on such examination, nor the avouchment of any brother unless Le has pre-
viously been in open (3 with such brother proposing to visit.

On motion of Brother Armstrong, it was

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to have 300 copies of the
proceedings of this Grand (D printed, and forward three copies to each subor-
dinate (7, one copy to each Grand O3 with whiclh this Grand 3 is in communi-
cation, and one copy to each of the Grand Officers of this body.

On motion of Brother Armstrong, it was

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to have printed suitable
blanks for the use of this Grand 3.

On motion of Brother Armstrong, it was

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand 3 be tendered to the M, . W. . Grand
O of Ohio for the copy of the proceedings of that Grand Lody from 1808 to
18417, received through the M. . W.-, Past Grand Master, William B. Thrall.

Brother Clarke, from the committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence, made the following report, which was adopted:

REPORT.
To the M.*. W.-. Grand 2 of Nebraska:

The committee on Foreign Correspondence, to whom was referred the special
communication from the Grand Secretary of the M. . W. . Grand O of Virginia,
report the following resolution:

Resolved, That this Grand (3 has heard with feelings of pride and gratification
of the cfforts of the masonic fraternity to purchase the home and grave of WasH-
INGTON, and thus once more bring him, as it were, into the circle of our mystic
tie; and we recommend to each of the subordinate g to forward to Brother
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John Dove, R.:. W. . Grand Secretary of the M.-. W.-. Grand (3 of Virginia,
suchfsums of money as they may feel themselves able to give to further so
noble an undertaking.

A. G. CLARKE, Chairman.

The Grand Orator delivered the following

ADDRESS.
Brethren of the Grand (3:

‘We have assembled here for the first time since our organization to legislate
upon the government of subordinate T ; to adopt rules for our own guidance,
and to do all things seemly to be done. Under our jurisdiction come all the (5
of Nebraska, and in our hands are placed the mallet and the trowel, so to hew
and smooth the rough surface that it shall be the work of masters. With us
rests, in a measure, the future of masonry in this young Territory, and it is our
duty so to guide our actions by the square, the level and the plumb, that nothing
shall be done by us calculated to injure the workings of masonic discipline, to
impair the vigor of masonic strength, or to throw obstacles in the way of masonic
progress.

- And what spirit is it that has brought us here together, and caused us to
forget for a time the strifes and contentions of our daily life? You of the Old
Mission, where but a few years since the sound of the bell at matin and at even-
tide fell only on the cars of aliens ; you from the land of the Dakotah ; you from
the Great Platte ; you from the Capital and the Western Star ; what spirit hags
fallen upon each and all of you, that you consent to lay aside your private quar-
rels, and come together here in amity and peace? Some of you are marked
men, and have been known in other places and at other times to wage a warfare
fierce and unrelenting against those whom you counsidered as your enemies. In
legislative halls you have been seen in protracted contests ; on the forum you
have been bitler and severe; but you now forget all animosities, and meet and
act as friends and brothers should. What spirit has worked this change
among you?

It is the same spirit that fell upon the troubled waves of Galilee, saying,
‘‘Peace, be stilll'’ It is the voice which said, ‘‘Love ye one another!’ Itis
the spirit of Freemasonry working upon the better nature of man, and bidding
him do good unto hig fellows. No mockish sentiment of friendship or love, but
a voluntary and sincere desire to do and labor for the common good. It is the
game spirit which actuated our brethren who have been called from their labors
here, to eternal rest.

All honor to their memories. Honor to him who planted the masonic
emblems on the icebergs of the northern sea; and who with this banne# Hutter-
ing over him in the chill wind of eternal winter, with his little band of comrades,
laid himself down to die. His life was spared only that he might die among his
kindred, but

« On fame leaf and ange! leaf, on monument ahd urn,

The sad of eartn, the glad of heaven, history in full shall learn,
And on fame leaf and angel leaf the name of Kane shall burn.”

4
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We have recently seen the fraternity of Virginia called together to do honor
to the memory of Washington, by the erection of a stately monument to his
memory. But the hand which wielded the mallet, and brought into glorious
light the master piece of art, assisted not at the final ceremonies. No longer
rings his chisel on the marble block. Cold as the stone he hewed, is that manly
form. Pule as the marble of the monument, lies that friendly face. The erafts-
men mourn the loss of a master workman, and the nation mourned the loss of a
great man gone, when Thomas Crawford died. All over the land his requiem is
sung, and beyond the sea, in the land of ideal genius, his bicr was sprinkled
with Roman tears, and his epithalamium spoken by a foreign tongue. It is by
examples such as these that we should profit. By memories like these we should
be swayed—for so ran the record of their lives that

“Though we may not sunder the veil apart
That hides from our vision the gates of day,
We only know that their barks no more
May sail with us on life’s stormy sea.
Yet somehow I know, on that unseen shore,
They watch and wait and beckon for me.”

There cannot, surely, be much of evil in an institution which numbers among
its followers great divines. Not much of trifling or folly when statesmen take
pride in being members of the order. Not much of bombast and braggadocio,
when warriors enroll themselves under our banner. These, all, revere the institu-
tion, and acknowledge its claims to great autignity. How remote the origin,
none pretend to divine. Masonic tradition loves a very ancient ancestry, and
the legend runs like this :

From out the darkness of the mystic East, the land of ancient sciences and
the birth-place of the human race, comes to us the first record of this our chosen
order. When first the morning stars sang together, and the sons of God shouted
for joy; when this round world went rolling on its way; then did our great Grand
Master look down with mild benignity upon His handiwork and say that it was
**Good.” Before wero laid the foundations of the pyramids, and before the
Egyptian sphynx became a thing of mystery, even then did masonry exist. On
the pedestal upon which stood the statue of old Memnon, are inscribed the
peculiar signs of our order. In the subterranean caverns of ¢ld Kgypt, its
mysteries were taught, and on the deserts of Asia were its laws revered.

Not long since, some enemy to masonry traced its origin back to the old
Druids, and exhibited the ancestral list in triumph, supposing that by tracing it
to such a source he had struck a death-blow to the science. But masonry was
in full vigor long before the Druids’ time, and has grown in strength since they
have passed away. The men who left the clumsy ruins of Stonehenge and
Salisbury Plains were no members of our craft. The Master's mark is not upon
their work.

It was reserved for the land of Palestine to become the theater of masonic
union, and for Solomon, the son of David, to found the order in all its strength
and beauty. David the shepherd, King of Israel, waxed old in years and the
frosts of age silvered his head. He had been a warrior in his youth, a poet in
his manhood, and in his ripe old age he was a God-fearing man, who loved his
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neighbor like himself. Feeling sensible of his approaching dissolution, he gave
the scepter of Israel to Solomon hig son, and left to him a legacy, to build to the
God of Abraliam, of Isaac and of Jacob, an holy temple ; to prepare a fit recep-
tacle for the ark of the covenant, and to make strong and beautiful an altar
where the faithful might offer up their sacrifices to the only true and living God.

Solomon, in order to better obey the dying command of his father, summoned
all the workmen of the land, and sent to adjoining countries for skillful artists.
In answer to his call came Hiram the King of Tyre and Hiram Abiff—workmen
of perfect practice and cunning in every device of curious work. With them
came a host of workmen, so that when a countingswas had, there were found to

. bo 70,000 Entered. Apprentices, 80,000 Fellow Crafts, and 3,300 Master Masons.

The site chosen for the temple was on the brow of the hill called Mount
Moriah, where, years before, Abraham had erected an altar in thankfulness to
God that his hand was stayed from taking the life of his son Isaac, and on the
spot where David had erected an altar on the threshing floor of Arannah the
Jebusite. The timbers for its construction were hewed and squared in the
mountaing of Lebanon, The.stones were cut at the quarries. The brazen
columns were cast in the clay ground between Succoth and Zeredatha. And so
well directed were the labors of this immense concourse, and so perfectly fitted in
every part were the materials of the temple, that when it was put together, there
was not heard the sound of mallet, nor of chisel, nor of any tool of iron.

The temple wag completed, and glittered on the brow of Mount Moriah like
the jewel on a kingly crown. The work of the craftsmen was accomplished,
and, with one last look at the beauty of the structure, they departed to other
countries in search of employment.

Venturous servants of Hiram the King of Tyre, filled by the love of adventure,
hoisted their sails and put to sea. They journeyed westward, along the shores
of the Mediterranean, to where the pillars of Hercules guard its frowning portals,
and through the straits of Gibraltar to the open sea beyond. During many long
and weary years they journeyed, and into many strange countries and climes
they strayed. Under every sky and in every land find we traces of their work.
Upon the colossal temples of India are sculptured our peculiar signs. In the
deep shade of the tangled forests of Central America, upon the heathen temples
there, are seen the emblems of Freemasonry. Builded so long ago were they,
that their makers are forgotten and their objects unknown, and the bold explorer
stands astonished to find there, sculptured on arch and column, in transept and
in nave, the same symbols which are used in masonic (h at the present day.

Authentic history informs us that the grand old monasteries, cathedrals and
abbeys of England and the continent, were the work of these men. They were
superintended and directed by men who were banded together, and traveled
from place to place, working wherever they found employment. These were
the operative Freemasons of that time. An ancient work says: ‘‘They spoke a
foreign tongue, and worked with such precision and dispatch as to be a wonder
to the ignorant peasantry. In case of a difficulty with the townspeople, these
workmen were as one man, and could distinguish one another in ihe dark as
well as in the light.”” They probably admitted some of the Englishmen to a
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knowledge of their mysteries, for a charter was granted hy Athelstone the Saxon,
authorizing the masons to meet annually at York, and in the year 926 o Grand
O wag formed at that place. The appellation ‘*Ancient York Masons,”’ was
derived from this memorable convention, held nine hundred years ago.

The dynasty of Solomon continued not long in power. The temple erected
with 80 much labor and expense was destroyed by the Assyrians. It was again
rebuilt, and again destroyed, and this time so completely that not one stone was
left upon another, and the foundations thereof were leveled with the ground.
But Palestine was still the Holy Land, and when Mahomet's star arose, there
was no more fitting place for him to plant his standard than under the shadow
of Judea’s walls. The christian looked with rage and jealousy upon the in-
truder, for all the memories of his religion lay here in this land of Hebrew
power, and Jerusalem was now to him made thrice more holy by the suflering
of Christ. The christian donned his armor and went to Palestine to wrench the
holy sepulcher from the invader’s hand. Crusade after crusade ensued, and in
sanguinary battles, and by the hot breath of the tropics, the christian crusaders
found their death. The soil was red with the blood of the contestants, and the
knotted turban and the waving crest rolled together on the desert plain. The
struggle was not of long duration. The tropical sun finished the work undone
by the scimetar. With battered helmet and with broken lance returned the
remnant of those brave crusaders. Where they had gone out with streaming
pennant and with martial pomp, came they back with trailing banners and en-
feebled limbs. Many a brave knight who had borne himself right gallantly upon
the tented field, languished upon the heated desert, and as his sou) escaped the
bonds of his iron corselet, his last thought was for the vows he had undertaken,
and thankfulness to God that death had found him with his armor on. Perhaps
there was & sigh forced from him for one who was waiting in her bower, in an-
other and a fairer land, the coming of her here; but would not the minstrel and
the troubadour recount the story of his life in romance and in poesy that would
live for ages? Death to him was pleasant. So ended the glory of these temple
knights. The struggle for the holy sepulcher was over, and Jerusalem became
a place of pilgrimage for tourists. No longer is heard at the quarries the sound
of the gavel, nor the song of the craftsmen going to their labors; on the dark
rind of Lebanus’ cedar no workman rings his axe; the stones that were fitted for
the builder's use have crumbled into dust; the timbers fashioned by a cunning
hand have mouldered years ago; the house of Isracl has fallen from its grandeur,
but the memory of its old glory is not forgotten; its people still are wailing the
coming of a deliverer who shall lead them forth to victory, and, gathering to-
gether the scattered tribes of Israel, give battle to all who dare oppose their
march towards the empire of the world. Proud dreamers are they of the house
of Isracl, and visions that might have haunted the sleep of David, poet-king of
&1l their tribes, still linger in the memories of the despised race of Jews. Gone
are the belted knights who fought so nobly for the city of their faith; gone are
the gleaming falchion and the waving crest and the tried lance in rest; no longer
is the gavel used to break off the corners of rough stone; no longer is the trowel
used to spread the rough cement; gone are all these operative implements of
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our order; but in place of all this, and upon a broader and firmer basis, has
sprung up a spiritual masonry which will live forever, for its essence is eternal.
It is a shadowing forth of the ancient institution; and when the escutcheons of
heraldic pride shall have been long forgotten from among the things that were;
when all the vain devices of worldly grandeur shall have mouldered; yea, and
the clustering ivy shall have ceased to cling around the last silent memento of
heraldic pride, or to the handiwork of our ancient brothers, even then the true
masonic spirit will still be found, like the knight of the olden time, with vizor
down and lance in rest, prepared to meet the assaults of the evil that is in
the world. ;

Not from the hand of beauty looks it for reward. Under no lady's latticed
bower sings it knightly lay. Not with earthly flowers is its coronal of victory
entwined, and with no worldly jewels decked; for it looks forward far beyond
the tented fields of time to an unfading chaplet from the groves of Paradise,
to that better land where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary shall
find rest.

The institution which is reared upon this structure spreads over all the earth.
Travelers tell us of a lichen or moss which grows far up the mountain side in
the region of perpetual snow. No change of season affects it. Summer and
winter, spring time or autumn, seed time and harvest it knows not of. It is-
above the reach of influences that affect plants of ordinary growth. Its plain
but beautiful tflower greets the eye of the traveler, and gladdens him with
thoughts of other lands. Like the flower of the mountain is the order we
revere. It changes not with the climate, but in season and out of season, in
every land, it is the same. The Hebrew brother, borne back by sacred and
magonic history, can stand with king Solomon in the newly finished temple, and
as the fire comes down from heaven and the glory of the Lord upon the house,
he may bow himself in worship and praise to God, and say, ‘‘ For He is good,
for His mercy endureth forever.” The follower of the prophet, his face de-
voutly furned towards Mecca's holy shrine, asked, in Allah’s name, admission,
and received it. The Indian of the continent, with his simple faith in the Great
Spirit and the happy hunting grounds beyond the grave,

« Beyond the purple clouds of sunsef,

In the islands of the blessed,

In the kingdom of Fonema,

In the land of the hereafter,”
kunocks at our portals for admission, and is net denied. The follower of
Christ, his soul glowing with love for Him who died on Calvary—trusting for
redemption in the merits of & risen and ascended Lord—is welcome at our altars.
‘Who shall say, then, that the faith of masonry is not universal? Hebrew and
Asgyrian, Jew and Gentile, Christian and Mahomedan, can kneel at the altar of
Freemasonry, and in the perfect equality of truth and virtue, vow allegiance
to its trusts.

But masonry no longer excludes from its ranks all who are not operative
workmen, but receives into its fold the man of lawful age and good repute, no
matter what his calling. We are workmen upon a temple of spiritual masonry,
and let us see to it that our work is not neglected. Let us so lay the foundation
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of the structure that it will never weaken or totter; but, growing stronger by
the labors of our successors, in.due time become a fitting structure—perfect in
all its parts. And as our ancient brethren, operative masons, left the East in
search of work, and have left behind them such perfect specimens of their skill,
80 let us—who have journeyed so far towards the setting sun—so guard the
western portal of our temple that neither discord nor malice shall enter there,
and no good thing escape it; and let us, like our brethren of old, return with
tidings to the East, and let those tidings be, that Strength is still with us in the
West, so that the Wisdom of the East and the Beauty of the South, in looking
at our work, shall say, ** Hail, Rabboni, thy work is exceeding good."’
A. G. CLARKE, Grand Oraitor.

Brother Wilkinson offered the following, which was adopted :

Resolved, That our thanks are due to our R.:. W.-. Grand Orator, A. G.
Clarke, for his eloquent and instructive address delivered before this Grand 3,
and that the Grand Secretary be directed to procure a copy and insert it in the
proceedings of this Communication. .

Brother Bratton asked, if by suicide, or other unnatural man-
ner, a Master Mason comes to his death, is the decedent entitled
to masonic burial ?

Decided by the M... W... Grand Master, that Masters of 2o
had a perfect right to act discretionary.

Brother Clarke, for the committee, made the following

REPORT ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

To the M... W.-. Grand O of Nebraska:

The committee on Foreign Correspondence regret that they have not had
more time to prepare an extended report, and thereby be enabled to do justice
to the consideration of those questions of masonie policy and jurisprudence which
are continually arising throughout our wide-spread domain.

We congratulate the craft, wheresoever dispersed, upou the prosperity of our
institution, and at the same time caution them against throwing too widely apart
the doors of masonry. Freemasonry is now 4n fashion, and numbers are seeking
admission merely bocanse of its seeming popularity. We would suggest that
the ancient tests applied to applicants be not forgotten or in any particular
relinguished; but let all care be taken at the portals that our noble institution
be kept pure and without reproach.

A question of great importance i3 now being agitated by the various Grand
[33, and that is, whether or not an avowal of & belief in the divine authenticity
of the Holy Bible should be required of a candidate prior to his initiation, and
whether or not such belief shall be made the test of his moral fitness to become
a mason? Your committee do not propose to enter into an extended argument
of the question. The facts are these:

1. We claim for the institution of masonry an origin anterior to the New
Testament, and if this is the truth, then any test founded thereon would be an
innovation.
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2. Masonry regards no man for his peculiar religious opinions, provided he
be a good man and true, and obeys the moral law.

It would manifestly be a bad precedent to establish, to require such an
avowal, except from one who is known to be a scofl: r at our holy religion, for
in that case the enly standard by which he can be tried is by the principles
contained in the Holy Bible.

Kvery nation has its inspired works, and of course it would be useless to
require of the Mahomedan a belief in the Bible, or of the Jew a belief in the
New Testament. Let every nation try the moral fitness of its applicants by its
own peculiar tests, and after they have been thus tried and admitted, no mason
can then dispute the authority of the tribunal by which their moral fitness
wag tested.

On the subject of non-affiliated brethren, those who reside within the juris-
diction of O3, takisg part in (O3 proceedings and sharing its benefits, your
committee would recommend the adoption of some stringent remedy fer so great
an evil. It too often happens that such brethren become mere hangers-on, and
while they insist most strenuously upon their rights and privileges as masons,
they neglect to give support to any (3.

The M. . W.', Grand 30 of Nebraska,. since its foundation in 1857, has been
recognized by the Grand T3 of the following States, they communicating with
your honorable body by interchange of printed proceedings and by letters, viz:
Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, lowa, Maryland, Minnesota, North
Carolina, South Carolina, New Jersey, Ohio, Tennessee, Vermont and Virginia.

ALABAMA.

The Annual Communication of the M.-. W. . Grand 3 of this State for the
year 1857, was held at tlie city of Montgomery, Dec. Tth, M., W.-. J. McCaleb
Wiley, Grand Master, presiding. The Grand Master in his address mourns the
loss of their late R.*. W.-. Grand Secretary, Armand W. Pfister, by an earnest
and feeling tribute to his memory. In relation to the government of subordinate

Cd5, he says:

Another matter that I conceive to b€ of vital importance to the order, and
intimately connected with the foregoing, is the absolute necessity of electing to
the office of W. . M.-. a brother of ‘‘good repute;'’ one who ‘‘iy well tried, true
and trusty;'’ who is ‘‘able to rcad and expound the law;'' in short, one who is
every way worthy to ‘‘preside o’er the sons of light;’’ and when you shall have
found such an one, retain him in office, for it is my experience that those old (g3
that have had the fewest masters are generally the most harmonious, prosperous
and intelligent.

The favorable consideration of the Grand (J is solicited to a circular from

the M.-. W.'. Grand O of Mainc, relative the formation of a General Grand 3.

In the opinion of your committee there exisis no necessity for such & body,
and its formation would only be the means of rendering more and more compli-
cated the machinery of masonic government. Such an organization, founded at
this late day, would prove a most fruitful source of discord, as your comwittee
are convinced. Many Grand (8 would not enter into the arrangement, and
the effect of its organization would be destroyed at once.
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CONNECTICUT.

The M.". W.'. Grand O of Connecticut held its Annual Communication at
Hartford, on the 8th of May, 1857, M.-. W.*. Grand Master William L. Brewer
presiding. The address of the Grand Master is brief, but full of useful sugges-
tions. In speaking of the objects of a masonic i), he says :

When a O is driven with work to that degree that allows of scarcely any-
thing else, it is evident that some of the chief benefits of our order are lost sight
of. Another evil cousists in the rapidify with which the several degrees are
conferred. In many cases candidates are hastened so rapidly from one depart-
ment to another of our mystic temple, that they have neither the time nor oppor-
tunity to appreciate or even discover the furniture with which they are adorned.
Candidates are hurried from one degree to another without any reference to their
proficiency. To this I think we may trace the existence of so many careless and
indifferent masons. The less instruction the young mason receives, the fainter
will be his perceptions of the beauly and importance of the great principles which
lie at the foundation of the masonic institution. The letter and spirit of our
ancient rogulations required every candidate to be thoroughly instructed in one
degree before he is allowed to take another. The question, ‘‘Has he made suit-
ablo proficiency in the preceding degree?'’ should not be a mere formula.

The appendix to the published proceedings of this Grand body confaing an
interesting synopsis of the proceedings of the Universal Masonic Congress, which
assembled at the Orient of Paris in June, 1855.

The committes on Foreign Correspondence endorses fully the M. . W.-. Grand
3 of Canada as a legal and legitimate body.

DELAWARE.

The M.-. W.-. Grand [J of Delaware assembled at Wilmington, June 27th,
1857, M.-. W.'. Joseph Teas, Grand Master pro fem., presiding. The proceed-
ings of this Grand ), as published, are exclusively of a business nature. No
address by the Grand Master, and no report from a committee on Foreign Corre-
spondence.

GEORGIA.

The Grand [ of this State held its Annual Communication at Macon, on the
27th October, 1857, M.*. W.-. Grand Master William L. Rockwell presiding.
The Grand Master's annual address contains many valuable suggestions, and
some important dicta in masonic jurisprudence. He says :

On the 25th, 1 had occasion to instruct Darley (3, as to the effect of the with-
drawal of objections (aficr an unfavorablo ballot declared tinal) at a subsequent
meeting; and the power of a [ to reconsider its minuies, in order to change the
result of the ballot. Iregretto see that a notion obtains in this jurisdiction, that
on & reconsideration of the minutes of a meeting, the (J may proceed to reverse
.the action which has been recorded. In my replies to several communications
which I have received on this subjoect, I found it necessary to remind the (Eh
that their minutes record what has boen done, whether right or wrong, and a
reconsideration is inadmissible, except to correct a mistake in the record of that
action. If the {3 wish to undo what has been done, or correct their aclion (not
the record of it), a proceeding must be initiated for that purpose.

On the 31st I instructed the Master of Fairburn .3, that tho statement of a
brother on trial, in his own favor, may be received as evidence, and referred him
to Mackey's ‘‘Principles of Masonic Law,’’ a book which I take occasion to
advise every Master of a (J to consult in the government of his (3.

I also replied to the inguiry of a brother, asking when a Royal Arch Mason
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was entitled to the Master’s seat in the (3, by informing him that it was indis-
pensably necessary that he should be elected thereto in the mode prescribed by
the By-Laws, or to some office in the Grand £J which might eatitie him to that
privilege.

The report of the R.°. W.-. Deputy Grand Master Lawrence states that he
has, during the past year, made the following decisions :

Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts cannot be admitted into funeral proces-
sions; cannot participate in the burial ceremony. It is only as Master Masons
we bury and are buried. The (so-called) higher degrees are not known at or
near the grave. Ience the onrly appropriate dress for a funeral occasion is the
usual O attire.

A petition once received and referred cannot be withdrawn with any advan-
tage to the petitioner.

With regard to the right of withdrawing a petition once received and referred,
we question the justness of Brother Lawrence’s decision. Cannot the brother
who recommends a petition withdraw it at any time before ballot is had? Such
should be the courtesy of masonic intercourse, that any brother should have the
privilege of saving a friend from the disgrace of open rejection.

IOWA.

The Annual Communication of the M.-. W.. Grand (2 of Towa was holden
at Yowa City, on the 2d of June, 1857, M.-. W.-. Grand Master John F. Sanford
presiding.

In his addressthe M. . W.-. Grand Master recapitulates his labors for the
proceding year, announces the death of Past Senior Grand Warden Thomas
Williams, and also touchingly alludes to his private and domestic calamities, in
the loss of her who, for many years, had been his companion.

Tho committee on I'oreign Correspondence reiterate the recognition of the
M.-. W.-. Grand 3 of Canada, and notice a protest which they had received
from the ‘‘Provisional Grand J of Canada West,”’ and say :

Having in gcod faith hailed the Grand [ of Canada as a sovercign among us,
we invite her to the customary fraternal correspondence, which we shall ever be
ready to extend on our part, as heretofore.

They very justly remark, in speaking of the qualifications of Grand Master :

He should be a man, as St. Paul says of him who desireth the office of a
bishop, ‘‘blameless, patient, one that ruleth well his own house, not a novice,
of good report of them which are without, holding the mystery of our faith in a
pure conscience.'’

The world is not so far wrong, although the contrary doctrine is always
preached, when it judges our precepts by our practice, in the selection of our
rulers. A Grand Master should not only be a good man, but should be known
to the world as a man above reproach. However fair may be his character,
unless he is known beyoond the walls of our (3 halls, he will be unable by his
acts to speak for the institution.

MARYLAND.

The Anmnual Communication of the M.:. W.-. Grand OJ of Maryland was
holden Nov. 16-19, 185%7. The Grand (J was opened by the M.-. W.-. Grand
Master, James A. McKinney, and his address contains a feeling tribute of respect
to the memory of the late lamented Dr. 1. K. Kane, whose vacant chair reminded
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them that he, who one year ago was in their midst, had passed into eternity, no
more to be seen among men.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence present an able report. The
following is an extract :

A grand and noble institution is that of masonry, in the beautiful features that
it presents, and in the fair proportion in which those features are developed. Its
foundation stone is Charity— Universal Love; and the superstructure is an edifice
built up of living stones wrought in the quarrics of truth, and placed in their
position by the hands of affection. Surely such an institution must be the highest
that humanity can erect. There is no marvel, then, that it shduld have passed

unharmed in its essential character through the vicissitudes of contentious and
warring ages,

MINNESOTA.

The M.. W.-. Grand (O of this Territory met at the city of St. Paul, on the
5th day of January, 1858.

Our brethren who are guarding the Northwest, though masonically in the
the place of darkness, by their published proceedings show them not to be in
want of further light. Their work is good and square work.

The address of the M.-. W.-. Grand Master, A. T. C. Pierson, i8 a spirited
and able document, and the report of the committes on Foreign Correspondence
is an extended and well-written synopsis of the proceedings of the different Grand
Cgh with which they were in correspondence. Speaking of themselves, they
say :

This being a young Grand body, far to the north—though 7ot quife up to that
point ‘‘where neither sun nor moon, at its meridian height, can dart a ray,’’—
we are naturally apxious to get from our elder sisters all the light and knowledge
which they can dispense, and hope that they will be particular to take due
notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Masonry is yet in its season of vigorous youth in this young Territory, and we
congratulate the craft of Minnesota upon the manifest spirit and strength with
which every part of their proceedings appears to he characterized.

NORTH CAROLINA.

The M.:. W.-. Grand (3 of North Carolina held its Annual Communication
for 1857 at Raleigh, on the Tth of December.

M.-. W.-. Grand Master Pleasant A. Holt, in his annual address, comments
upon with spirit, and reprehends with justice, some of the evils observable in
subordinate [37. e says:

We find another indication to which I would direct your attention. Itisa
gort of Young Americanism that is becoming incorporated inio the practical
workings of subordinate (31, a method of making masons according to the prin-
ciples of manifest destiny, as well as a hastiness of (3 proceduro, as if it was
necessary that everything should be controlled by the same laws which govern
locomotion through the influences of steam or the transmission of intelligence by
the operations of the telegraph. This is wrong in theory and dangerous in its
practice. Masonry, it ig true, in its practical application, is, to some extent, a
progressive institution; its usages become modified to meet the customs and
wants of the time. But to endeavor to incorporate into it any of the character
and principles of modern institutions, not only detract from its beauty, but inflict
a fatal wound upon its vitality. It is pre-eminently conservative in its character,
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has descended unimpaired by the revolutions of centuries, and old-fogyish thongh
its deriders may term it, yet the mirror is tarnished, and it is no longer Ancient
Craft Masonry, whenever an innovation is incorporated.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence made an able and well-digested
report. At its conclusion are the following beautiful and truly masonic sentences:

Our principles are based upon foundations which cannot be moved by the vio-
lence of open enemies or the trcachery of false friends. It remains, then, for
those who cherish the symbols and rites which illustrate the principles of masonry,
to show to the world the fruits of their labors in noble examples and worthy
deeds. May it be the exalted purpose of all who have shared the toils and honor
of beantifying the walls of our ancient temple, to guard well her land-marks and
transmit in all their purity, the privilege we have inherited, to those who shall
gucceed us when we have been called from our earthly labors. May we all,
under the direction of our Divine Master, so fulfill the appropriate duties of life,
and finish the work here assigned us, that when our earthly tabernacle shall be
dissolved, we may hear the cordial greeting of our Supreme Grand Master,
“*Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

S8OUTH CAROLINA.

We have before us the proceedings of the M.-. W.-. Grand O3 of South
Carolina, from January 19th, 1857, to March 3d, 1858. At the Quarterly Com-
munication held at Charleston on the lst December, 1857, M.-. W.-. Brother
A. Price, Grand Master, presided. The report of the R.-. W.-. Grand Secre-
tary, Brother A. G. Mackey, is a learned, able and lengthy document. In
speaking of masonic colleges and institutions of that character, he says :

The Grand Master of the Grand (3 of Missouri, in a very excellent and prac-
tical address to that body, expressed great dissatisfaction at the condition of the
Masonic College in that State, which he finds to be exceedingly unpopular with
the subordinate CE, and which he confesses cannot, in his opinion, succeed as
an educational experiment.

I have long entertained the opinion that colleges were only capable of becom-
ing dead weights upon the Grand [ which unhappily undertake to establish
them. Xentucky has long since found this to be the case, and will never forget
the lesson it has derived from the fate of Funk Seminary. Missouri is now
coming to the same conclusion, and entangled as she is with cords that tie her
to a failing institution, she has at length determined to free herself by boldly cut-
ting the knot. A resolution was accordingly adopted, by a large majority,
directing the board of curators of the college to receive proposals for the dis-
posal of the college grounds, buildings and furniture, to such association or

, college as would carry on the college.

Tt is well for the Grand CJof Nebraska to take warnings from such examples.
The address also contaims spirited remarks upon the subject of over-much
legislation in masonic T2, and especially in Grand CZH. The political machinery
by which subordinate 3 are governed should be of the least complicated de-
scription. We see by the reports of some of our sister Grand [, that they
have for their guidance a Constitution and code of By-Laws amply sufficient in
extent for the government of & State. 'We believe this to be all wrong. A fow
plain rules, laid down rather as principles than as laws, should be sufficient.
Concerning the necessity for a beliefin the authenticity of the Holy Seriptures,
Brother Mackey says :

Belioving, a8 I do, in the anthenticity of both the Old and New Testaments,
I do not, and cannot, deny the principle that a belief in the historical character
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of these documents i3 necessary to the full appreciation of the mysteries of
Masonry, as they are set forth in the ritual of all christian countries. This can-
not be denied by any one, who will, for & moment, remember of the furniture of
every well-regulated (3. Unless a candidate assents to the historical aceuracy
of everything, at least, that relates to those events on which our traditions and
ceremonies arc founded, he can neither rightly understand our art nor give that
faith to our legendary ritual, which can alone secure his continuul attachment
to our order. No man, therefore, who denies the great historical facts laid
down in the Bible can become a conscientious disciple of Solomon and Hiram.
In so far, therefore, tho views of the candidate must coincide wirh the views
that we teach, and which views are, of course, derived from the Holy Serip-
tures, which we all acknowledge to be our ‘‘moral, spiritual and masonic trestle-
board.”’

And concerning the division of masonry in Canada, he very justly remarks :

And, at once, I do not hesitate to say that, in my opinion, supreme authority
is vested in the Grand (3 which was organized in 1855, at the city of Hamilton,
and of which Brother William M. Wilson is now the Grand Master.

It was organized in accordance with all the principles of masonic law which
have been just laid down. Canada was an open and unoccupied territory. No
Grand (3 was there, exercising exclusive jurisdiction. A convention of [} was
organized. The old warrants were surrendercd, and new ones taken out. If
these proceedings were illegal and irregular, then there is not a Grand 3 in the
United States, or in tho world, which can lay any claim to legality or regularity.
In self-defense, as well as in accordance with all the principles of masonic law,
we are bound to recognize the Grand (3 of Canada.

NEW JERSEY.

The Annual Communication of the M.-. W.-. Grand 3 of New Jersey was
held at Trenton, January 13, 1858. The M.'. W.-. Grand Master, Joseph
Trimble, in his annual address, states that he has granted ten dispensations to
make masons at sight. A special committee to whom was referred the consid-
eration of the matters at variance betwoen the two Grand {37 of Canada, after
an able, just and convincing argument, reported the following resolutions:

Resolved, That the Grand O3 of New Jersey believe the Grand 3 of Canada,
of which the M.-. W. . Willlam M. Wilson is Grand Master, and R.-. W.-,
Thomas Bird Harris is Grand Secretary, to have been organized in accordance
with the ushges and customs of ancient Freemasonry, and recognize her as a
legnlly constituted body, and extend 1o her the fraternal hand of welcome.

Resolved, That we hail the Grand (3 of Canada as a sister Grand (O, entitled
to all rights and privileges of coinmunication and correspondence by which the
fraternity of Grand (3 are bound together.

Resolyed, That the Grand Secretary be instructed io communicate, under the
seal of this Grand O3J, the action of this Graed =1, and transmit to the Grand
Secretary of the Grand {J of Canada, a printed copy of the proceedings of this
Communication.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence briofly review the proceedings of
other Grand [y with which they are in communication.

OHIO.

The frate:.nty of Ohio convened at Massilon, October 20, 1857, when the
M.-. W. . Grand [ was opened in due and ancient form by the R.-. W.-.
D. Brock, Deputy Grand Master. The Grand Master being absent from the
State, his address was read by the R.-. W.:. Deputy. It contains many
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valuable sugoestions, and as it should be the desire of every mason to use
strietly masonic language, the following will not be out of place:

Since the appointment of District Deputies, I have heard but little complaint
of ‘‘itinerant lecturers,’’ and hope we shall have less trouble in future from that
cause; and when our masonic journalists shall cease to use the word *‘regalia’’
{(introduced, I presume, by those itinerant lights), and fall back on the simple
but masonic term ‘‘clothing,’’ their teaching will soon be forgotten and their
innovations discarded. No gzood magon ought to encourage an editor who will
persist in stealing even a simple word from Odd Fellowship, to whom ‘‘regalia’
of rignt belongs.

The M.'. W.-. Grand CJ of Nebragka is indebted to the brethren of Ohio for
a copy of the proceedings of their Grand.D from the time of its organization,
in the year 1808, to the close of the year 1847, making a handsome volume,
and invaluable for the purpose of masonic reference. To this Grand Body we
are also indebted for the first recognition of the M. -. W. -, Grand 3 of Nebraska.
The following is a copy from the minutes of October 23:

Brother Thrall, Past Grand Master, announced the recent organization of a
new Grand O of Free and Accepted Masons in the Territory of Nebraska (most
of the Grand Officers formerly of Ohio); and offered the following resolution,
which was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That we greet with fraternal salutation our brethren of the Grand
3 of Nebraska, and bid them God speed in their mission of charity and benefi-
cence, while with freedom, fervency and zeal they look well to the West!

The committee on Foreign Correspondence presented a report, perhaps the
most able and elaborate of any which have come under our notice. They thus
refer to the organization of the Grand (3 of Nebraska:

NEBRASKA.—After having completed their notices of the proceedings of the
Grand [ of the several States, the committee received unofficial but authentic
information of the formation of the Grand (3 of Nebraska. The organization of
that body was effected at Omaha City, on the 16th of September last; M.:. W.-,
Brother R. C. Jordan, Omaha, Grand Master, and R. . W.-. George Armstrong,
Omaha, Grand Secretary. In extending to our brethren of Nebraska Territory
the right hand of fellowship, and our heart-warm welcome, we are but greeting
the brethren of our own household; as your committee are gratified to observe
several names of brethren familiar to masonry in Ohio, oceupying prominent
positions in the newly-organized Grand . Let them illustrate the tenets of
our profession, and keep in view the cardinal virtues, and masonry will flourish
like a rose, in their care, upon the beautiful prairies.

The committee on Masonic Jurisprudence decide:

That it i3 not competent for a Warden to resign during his term of office. In
case of hig absence from the (3, the Junior Warden succeeds to his station, and
the Master supplies the South pro tempore.

The taking a dimit does not sever the membership of the brother receiving it,
unless he remove from the jurisdiction of the [3J; but such dimit is in the nature
of a letter commendatory of the brother to whom it is issued, for his admission
to another [J; nor does it disqualify him from holding office in the (3 granting it.

TENNESSEE.

The M.*. W.". Grand O3 of Tennessee convened at Nashville on the 5th day
of October, 185%7. M.-. W.-. Thomas McCullough presided, and his annual
address is full of instructive hints and masonic admonition. Rev. A. J. Baird
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delivered an address before the Grand O, which is characterized by earnestness,
kind feelings and eloquence. We make the following extracts:

The sacred history of the man of Uz tells us, that when the sons of God pre-
sented themselves before the Lord, Satan also presented himself. [le may
have sung sweet and loly songs—bowed low and reverentially—gave all signs
of devotion, deep and contrite, and took upon himself the solemn vow of loyalty
to the supreme I AM—and high regard for the fraternal bond—yet, within that
dark spirit, what thought, motive or purpose good to aught beneath the throne?
Though much to men there seemed, yet, within the focal span of that full-orbed,
piercing eye of God, he was Satan still. How vain the effort to deceive
Omniscience, or those who shure the emanations of His wisdom.

Position cannot make a mason, nor is rank or intelligence masonry. Though
by application, long and euarnest, you may possess yourself of the sderets of
mountain, ocean, earth and sky, yet without charity you cannot dry one orphan's
tear or soothe the widow's woe. The sigh of the sorrowing, like the note of an
unstrung harp, chimes not with the idle sound of the tinkling cymbal.

Wealth may buy, from the unfaithful, signs, words, grips, tinselry and honors,
but it never bought a virtuous heart. It may purchase a cloak for the hypo-
crite, but the badge of a true and upright mason is as Solomon's virtuous
woman, its ‘‘price above rubies.’”” Influences of evil may often gain what
blessings seem, but they never conduct the pilgrim enquirer for light to the pure
fountains of honest integrity. Kindred sufferings—associations in hardship, war
and carnage—or shares in softer scenes of halcyon youth, may bind the way-
ward heart in time, but there is an eternity in the strong tie of disinterested
brotherly love.

The report of the committee on Foreign Correspondence consists chiefly of
well selected extracts from the printed proceedings of the various Grand CEh.

VERMONT. 2

The committee have examined the published proceedings of the M.:. W.-.
Grand (3 of this State, held in Burlington, on the 15th day of January, 1858.
A portion of the address of the Grand Mastor, P. C. Tucker, is occupied by
argument in the case of Abraham Platt. It seems that Platt was in business at
Burlington, Vt., and also at Ogdensburgh, N. Y. He applied for admission to
a X in the former place, and was rejected. He then made application to the
Ogdensburgh (3, and was made a mason, but was not recognized as such by the
Vermont masons. The Grand (3 of New York took the matter in hand, and
passed the following resolutions:

Resolved, That the M.:. W.-. Grand Master of Vermont be respectfully
informed, that after the most patient, searching and thorough investigation into
the facts of this case, as prosented to the committee on Grievances, and with
every desire, on their part, to discountenance any act of a subordinate CJ even
having the semblance of discourtesy, or which would be calculated to bring
these respective Grand [ into eollision, your committee find that tho (3 of
Ogdensburgh has acted in a perfectly constitutional and masonic manner as to
the admission of Brother Platt, and they therefore request that the brother be
recognized as a member in good standing by the Grand (3 of Vermont.

Resolved, That Ogdensburg (O be and she is hereby exonerated from all blame
in relation to the initiation, passing and raising of Brother Platt.

The Grand Master of Vermont sums up the case in three propositions which
would appear to be incontrovertible:

1st.—It was known to Ogdensburgh (O that Platt was located in business at
Burlington, Vt., and that the establishment he had at Ogdensburgh was only a
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branch of that business, and that his residence was, and had been, substan-
tially, at Burlington.

2d.—Platt suppressed the fact that he had applied to the (3 at Burlington and
been rejected—the suppression of which fact was a fra 1 upon Ogdensburgh .
Had he told this simple truth, would Ogdensburgh (3 li.«ve received his petition,
he having stores in both places, and having treated Burlington as his residence
by first making his petition there ?

3d.—The 23d article of the regulations of the Grand (3 of New York, as
published in 1854, and then in force, made it the dnty of the &3 to which an
application was made for admission, to make inguiry whether the petition had
been elsewhere previously rejected by apny other masonic body. No such
inquiry was ever made by Ogdensburgh (3, or its Master, and this was a clear,
distinct and undoubted violation of the laws of the Grand O3 of New York.
None of these things were heeded by the committee. They were suppressed;
Ogdensburgh (T is justified; and the Grand O of Vermont, which had quietly
examined all the testimony in the matter, without feeling and without prejudice,
is attempted to be thrown into the wrong by a one-sided examination and report
sanctioned by the Grand O of New York.

We are then in this position: The Grand CJ of New York, blinded by an
improper report of one of its committees, passes off to the world Abraham Platt
as a legitimate masonic brother. The Grand (3 of Vermont, in January, 1856,
after a full investigation of the whole case, passed the following resolution:

Resolved, That no subordinate [J under this jurisdiction shall admit or
acknowledge Abraham Platt as a Free and Accepted Mason, while standing in
his present relation to Washington O3, No. 3.

The committee who reported the above resolution algo said in their report:
** Your committee are clearly of opinion, that if such a practice be continued, it
must tend to destroy all confidence among brethren, and all harmony in our
&, and that it must prove subversive of the most vital principles of our order.
and ought not to be tolerated.™

The Grand D of Vermont adopted that report, and will abide by it. Abraham
Platt is (according to the action of the New York Grand (J) a mason within the
bounds of that State, but he is not one in Vermont, and (wherever masonic justice and
law rule) not one elsewhere. It is hopeful that he will adhere to his New York
magonry only, and that Ogdensburgh Jand the Grand O of New York will
make the most of 2 member who joined them by acknowledged fraud, and whose
masonry is bounded by State lines.

The report of the committee on Foreign Correspondence, with other valuable
matter, contains a tabular statement of masonic statistics, valuable for reference.
In relation to the power of a Master of a {3 to resign his office, the committee
quote from the proceedings of the Grand (3 of Indiana, whose proceedings your
committee have not received:

That the being made Master of a 3 ought not to deprive the Master of any
of those rights which he enjoyed as a mason—among which is the right to change
his location, by moving from the jurisdiction of one (1 to that of another, and
with such change of location to change his membership, which are ouly to be
done by dimitling from the 7 of which he is a member. The Grand @ of
England, on the 25th of November, 1793, provided ‘‘that if a Master of a (3 ia
deposed, or dimits, the Senior Warden shall fill the chair until the next appoint-
ment of officers.”’ In the Ancient Constitution we find this provision: ‘*If the
Master goes abroad on business, resigns, or is deposed, the Senior Warden shall
fill his place,”” &c. Dermot, in the Ahiman Rezon, establishes the principle:
“That if the Master dies, dimils, resigns, i3 deposed, or goes abroad, his place
shall be filled by the Senior Warden.'' The Grand (30 of Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and Ohio, and perhaps others, have recognized
the right of a Master to resign or dimit, a right whicli your committec think may
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be classed among what, in other associations, would be called inkerent and inalien-
able rights. They think, in fact, that the right to resign or dimit is as well
established by masonic law as the right {o die or be deposed.

VIRGINIA.

We have before us the proceedings of the M.-. W.-. Grand C3J of Virginia at
its Annual Grand Communication, held at the city of Richmond, Dec. 14, 1854,
M... W. . John 8. Caldwell Grand Master. The address of the M.*. W.*. Grand
Master is brief, consisting chiefly of a notice of his official acts. The address
contains a valuable suggestion in relation to the publication in the Grand (3
proceedings of the names of those expelled or rejected. The remarks are
founded on that truly masonic virtue—Charity:

1 bee leave 1o call your attention, at this time, to the practice of publishing
with the proceedings of the Grand O a list of rejections made by the subordin-
ate 03 The object, I presume, is to give notice to sister (33 of what takes
place at each [, and thus give notice of rejections and prevent impositions.
But it will readily be perceived that the publishing a list annually only, does not
effect the object aimed at. The printed proceedings of the Grand [J are not
distributed for a long time after the closing of the Grand (3, and the rejections at
the subordinate () are reported to the Grand Secretary during the previous
twelve months. So that in many cases more than a year will have elapsed
between the rajection of an applicant and the notice given by the printed pro-
ceedings, at which time it is admissible for a rejected party to renew his applica-
tion. 1f I am right in this statement, the publishing of the list of rejected appli-
cants, ag before mentioned, ought to be discontinued; for surely, if we can do
the profane no good, we ought not to do them harm, nor put it in the power of
others to do so. We should recollect that after the proceedings are printed
they belong to the world, and by inserting the list of rejections we put it in the
power of the malevolent to mortify and wound the feelings of perhaps some
worthy man.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence present a most able and elaborate
report. In relation to the Bible test, they say :

We must confess some surprise at the gracious permission accorded to the
Israelite to enter our fraternity, who with a much greater show of reason might
argue: ‘‘By what right or authority is the New Testament in our (3, when work-
ing in Auncient Craft Masonry?’ We presume, of course, that by the words
Holy Scriptures is meant the Old and New Testaments, and arc sure that the
Grand (O of Texas would not be willing to see the New Testament flung from
the position it now oceupies.

8o far are we imbued with the spirit of charity, that we would cheerfully be
present at the mitiation of a believer in Allah, and have no objection to his Bible
lying peacefully by the side of our own on the occasion.

We do not go the length of saying, with our respected brethren of Alabama,
‘‘that it would be the samo to usif we saw a volume of Asop's Fables resting on
that holy place;' but we are equally far from subseribing to the doctrine of our
brethren of Iowa, ‘‘that any candidate denying the authenticity of the Bible
should be excluded, if for no other reason than because he was a fool."

We are opposed to the introduction of any new test of the qualifications of a
candidate for masonry ; particularly, if, as in the present instance, it strikes at
the root of one of its noblest features, viz: its Universality. Not an argument
advanced by our respected brethren of Texas, that might not, with a change of
names, be used by the Turk, Chinese, or red Indian, in favor of his particular
creed. To sum up all, as we believe the importance of this subject has earried
us to an inordinate length, we hope never to hear more required of a candidate
on this head, than that he should express his trust in that
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Father of all, in every age,

H In every clime adoredd,b
y saint, by savage, and by sage
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord. ’

They set forth in strong terms the evils of so-called masonic literature, and
say :

We would say a word or two upon what is called masonic literature, and
allude more particularly to the newspapers, which seemn to be increasing to an
alarming extent. We affirm without danger of contradiction, that we know of
scarcely any that are not doing more harm than good to the institution. They
print what never ought to be written—each, in this respect, endeavoring to out-
do his neighbor; they vaunt the good deeds of the fralernity, totally forgetting
that one hand of a true mason never knows what is done by the other. They
discuss knotty points of law, which only require common sense, guided by
brotherly love, to adjudicate upon; and, finally, the primary object with ninety-
nine out of one hundred is individual emolument. Kvil must result from this—
good, never. :

Your committee are 2130 in receipt of the printed proceedings of this Grand
1 at a Special Communication begun and held at the city of Richmond, on the
22d of February, 1858. The occasion was the dedication of the Washington
Monument, and the ceremonies were conducted in an imposing manner by the
assembled craft. The occasion was glorious, and the day an eventful one in
the annals of' Freemasonry in Virginia. The R.-. W.*. Grand Secretary gave
formal notice of the commencement of the masonic ceremonies, and after prayer
by the Grand Chaplain, the Grand Architect came forward and returned the
working implements—the square, the level and the plumb—in a neat and grace-
ful speech, which was responded to by the M.:. W.-. Grand Master. The
monument was then dedicated in due form, and an appropriate ode sung. The
R.-. W.-. Grand Orator, R. G. Scott, wus introduced, and delivered an eloquent
and appropriate oration, and the masonic ceremonies were concluded with a
benediction. The day was closed at refreshmeni, by a magnificent collation, at
which genius, wit and poesy reigned supreme.

We congratulate the craft of the Old Dominion that their ‘‘* work is com-
pleted,’’ and that the key-stone is lauid to so noble a structure, and they have
our best wishes that their efforts to purchase the home and grave of Washington
may meet with the like success.

In conclusion, your committee would state that they have discharged the
duties devolving upon them in a hurried and unsatisfactory mauner. Such a
mass of material was presented for their consideration as should have occupied
their attention for a much longer time. They have found themselves brought
into contact, as it were, with the best masons in the land, and we have derived
benefit and instruction from the intercourse. We regret that we have not
before us the proceedings of all the Grand [gh of the Union; but from those in
our possession we gather the conclusion, that masonry was never before in a
more flourishing condition throughout the length and the breadth of the land.
It is our duty to preserve it in this condition. Those who have gone before us
have planted a goodly tree, and we who, in the hot and dusty path of life,
repose beneath its shadow, will rise up and call them blessed. The tender
branches thereof shall not cease, nor the strong limbs be scathed, but in all its
vigor will we leave it to our posterity—not a leaf missing, not a branch decayed.
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Station guards at the portals of your temple, that none pass or repass save
such as be well qualified and fitted to enter. Let every one among us make
the cause of masonry his own—jealous of its good repute, and watchful of its
fair name. Let not the emblem of innocence become tarnished by pollution—
but in all things be ye good men, and true, and obey the moral law.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

A. G. CLARKE, Chairman.
Brother Armstrong presented the Grand Treasurer’s bond.
Approved and ordered filed.

Grand O called from labor until half past 8 o’clock to-morrow
morning.

——O—

SECOND DAY.

June 3, 1858.

At the appointed hour the Grand O was called to labor on the
third degree of masonry.

The following amendment to the By-Laws was offered by
Brother Bratton :

Resvlved, That section 18 of the By-Laws be amended as follows: Strike out
$1.50 where it occurs, and insert $2.50.

Laid over, under the rule.

- Brother Furnas, from the select committee on Grand Master’s
Address, made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.'. Grand ) of Nebraska :

The select committee to whom was referred the Address of the Grand Master,
offer tlie following resolution:

Resvlved, That that portion of the Grand Master's Address relative to the col-
lection of historical facts as to the introduction of masonry into this Territory,
and its progress thus far, be referred to a select committee of one from each

now in existence; said committee to report at the next Annual Communication
of this Grand .

R. W. FURNAS, ) .
H. N. CORNELL, | Committee.

Brothers Keller, of Nebraska 0O, No. 1, Lindley, of Western
Star O, No. 2, Clarke, of Capital O, No. 3, Bratton, of Nemaha
Valley &, No. 4, Wilkingon, of Omadi &, No. 5, and Wheeler,
of Plattemouth @3, No. 6, were appointed said committee.
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Brother Armstrong, from the committee on Charters and
Dispensations, made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.". W.:. Grand (3 of Nebraska :

The committee on Charters and Dispensations, having before them the By-
Laws of Western Star (3, No. 2, find the following clause in the 1st section of
article 8:

‘¢ But no brother shall dimit unless he is about to leave the vicinity of the (7,
or to form a new (3.’

While we sincerely deprecate the non-affiliation of masons, and think all
proper and legal measures should be adopted to prevent the evil, yet we claim
that there is nothing in the laws or usages of masonry which would sanction an
interference in a brother’s exercising his own pleasure respecting his connection
with a 3.

Respectfully submitted.

GEORGE ARMSTRONG.

The following amendment to the By-Laws was offered by
Brother Redfield :

Resolved, That article 1 of the Rules and Regulations for the government of
subordinate (37 be amended to read as follows:

tt A subordinate (3 shall consist of at least a Master, a Senior and Junior
Warden, a Treasurer, & Secretary, a Senior and Junior Deacon, a Tyler, and
as many members as are convenient. The officers above enumerated shall be
elected by ballot, by a majority of votes, at the stated meeting preceding the
festival of St. John the Baptist (June 24); except the Senior Beacon and Tyler,
who shall be appointed by the Master elect, and the Junior Deacon, who shall
be appointed by the Senior Warden elect, and be installed as near the festival
of St. John the Baptist as practicable.

Laid over, under the rule.
The Grand Master instructed in the work of the third degree.

Brother Cornell, from the select committee on Uniformity of
Work, made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.

¥ the M.*. W.'. Grand 3 of Nebraska :

The select committee appointed by the Grand Master, make the following
report:

That they have had the subject under consideration, and would recommend
that the manner of conferring the first three degrees which our M.-. W.-. Grand
Master has so fully illustrated in our presence, be accepted and introduced
throughout the subordinate h of Nebraska, by the Grand Lecturer, as soon
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as practicable; and would furthermore recommend the speedy introduction,
adoption and use of Cornelius Moore's Oraftsman throughout the (75,
All of which is respectfully submitted.

H. N. CORNELL, l
J. H. MAXON, Committee.

C. D. KELLER,
On motion of Brother Armstrong, it was

Resolved, That orders be drawn on the Grand Treasurer in favor of the follow-
ing CE, for amount of Grand CJ dues ordered to be refunded, viz: Nebraska
O3, No. 1, $24.50; Western Star [, No. 2, $23.50; Capital &3, No. 3, $517.00;
Nemaha Valley (3, No. 4, $10.25; Omadi 03, No. b, $14.50; Plattsmouth 0,

No. 6, $2.50.
Grand O closed in harmony at 11 o'clock.
ROBERT C. JORDAN, Grand Master.

RomerT W. FurNaAs, Grand Secretary.
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RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE LODGES.

NEBRASKA [, NO. 1, BELLEVUE.

Regular days of meeting: second and fourth Tuesdays in each month.

OFFICERS.
L. B. Kinney, W. M. Thomas M. Boyer, Treas. Louis F. Bartels, J. D.
John A. Nye, S. W. W. H. Cook, Secretary. Henry T. Clarke, Steward.
C. D. Keller, J. W. Charles Johnson, S. D.  Almarin Lockwood, Tyler.

MASTER MASONS.
Leavitt L. Bowen, Joseph Bennett, Andrew Sagendorf]
J. M. Whitted, Stephen H. Wattles, Silas A. Strickland.
Thomas Clifton,

Initiated, 11 ; admitted, 4 ; present members, 16.

WESTERN STAR (O3, NO. 2, NEBRASKA CITY.
Regular days of meeting: Friday at or preceding each full moon ; also upon 8t.John’s day.
OFFICERS.
Sylvester Redfield, W. M. Geo. W. Bailey, Treas'r. David Huffman, J. D.
John H. Maxon, 8. W. Mastin W. Riden, Sec’y. Edward Henry, Tyler.
Wm. P. Birchfield, J. W. David Lindley, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

William B. Hall, John Boulware, Geo. W. Boulware,
I. L. Gibbs, John 8. Place, Simon Hooper,

H. N. Cornell, John B. Boulware, William W. Loper,
Willlam Anderson, Samuel P. Sibley, Fountain Pearman,
Hiram P. Downs, Smith McMains, John C. Campbell,
John F. Kinney, Jacob Safford, Henry Brown,

T. BE. Thompson, Thomas Donahoo, Charles W. Wyatt.
J. B. Bennett, G. H. Hail,

Initiated, 4 ; raised, 3 ; admitted, 4 ; withdrawn, 2 ; deceased, 2 ; expelled,
William W. Hurst, 1 ; present members, 36.
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CAPITAL =, NO. 3, OMAHA.
Regular days of meeting: first and third Mondays in each month.

Robert C. Jordan, W. M.
George W. Wood, S. M.
Theodore H. Dodd, J. W.

H. C. Anderson,
George Armstrong,
Nelson Baker,
George C. Bovey,
William N. Byers,
J. M. A. Campbell,
J. M. Chivington,
E. H. Clark,
Fleming Davidson,
George W. Forbes,
William Frodsham,
A. R. Gilmore,
Joel Griffin,

OFFICERS.

John R. Porter, Treas'r.
Albert G. Clarke, Sec’y.
Horace G. Spencer, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Charles H. Hamilton,
Myer Hellman,

A. Jacobs,

A. D. Jones,
Frank Kemp,
Aaron Cahn,
John Logan,

J. P. Munning,
George L. Miller,
P G. Peterson,
John Reck,
Samuel E. Rogers,

Lorin Miller, J. D.
Francis Lusignan, Tyler.

John H. Sahler,
Alfred Sayre,
Robert Shields,
George W. Skinner,
Thomas F. Stewart,
J. F. Taylor,

John M. Thayer,
William R. Thrall,
Charles Turner,

H. H. Visher,
Philip Windheim,
William F. Wilder.

Initiated, 17 ; raised, 15 ; admitted, 5; withdrawn, 2 ; deceased, 1 ; present

members, 45.

NEMAHA VALLEY 3, NO. 4, BROWNVILLE.
Regular days of meeting: first and third Saturdays in each month.

G. W. Bratton, W. M.
Jesse Noel, S. W.
C. 8. Langdon, J. W.

Franklin Ferguson,
R. T. Rainey,

T. W. Bedford,
Elias Knauer,

OFFICERS.
David Siegel, Treasurer.

Adrian Hoblitzell, J. D.

U. C. Johnson, Secretary. Jeremiah Marlatt, Tyler.

M. F. Clark, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

L. E. Lyanna,
William Hoblitzell,
Henry Bean,

R. W. Furnas,
William A. Finney,
John B. Wells.

Initiated, 7 ; admitted, 3 ; withdrawn, 1 ; present members, 18,

OMADI O, NO. 5, OMADI.

(No day of meeting indicated in the return.)

M. G. Wilkinson, W. M.
E. G. Lamson, 3. W.
A. W. Puett, J. W.

H. M. Hale,

Harlan Baird,

OFFICERS.

Thos. McDermott, Treas.
J. C. Turk, Secretary.
J. H. Hallack, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Stephen Ulrez,
Alex. Ford,

Initiated, 6 ; admitted, 1 ; present members, 13.

M. Pinkerton, J. D.
Amos Lamson, Tyler

‘W. C. McBeath.
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PLATTSMOUTH O, NO. 6, PLATTSMOUTH.
Regular day of meeting: first Monday evening of each month.

OFFICERS.

E. A. Donelan, W. M.
D. H. Wheeler, 8. W. J. C. Cummins, Sec'y.

John W. Marshall, J. W. Wm. B, Porter, S. D,
MASTER MASONS.

J. Minchell, W. M. Slaughter,
W. D. McCord, E. Williams,

Initiated, 1 ; admitted, 1 ; present members, 12.

W. H. Bassett.

Thos. K. Hanna, Treas. Joseph Harper, J. D.
G. W. Colvin, Tyler.

47
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HELD AT BELLEVUE, JUNE 14, A. L. 5859.

SECOND ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

BerrLevug, N, 1., June 14, 1859.

The Grand = of the most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of the Territory of Nebraska
commenced its second Annual Communication at the Masonic
Hall in Bellevue, this day. There were present the following
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244

GRAND OFFICERS.

C. JorpaN, Grand Master.
REDFIELD, as Senior Grand Warden.

H. MsxoN, Grand Treasurer.
W. FurNas, Grand Secretary.
M. CHIVINGTON, Grand Chaplain.

R.
8.
. G. W. WILKINSON, as Junior Grand Warden.
J.
R.
J.

*. A. G. CLarkE, Grand Orator.

*. GE0. ARMSTRONG, Grand Lecturer.

. H. N. CorNELL, Grand Marshal.

. 8. A. STRICKLAND, as Senior Grand Deacon.
. C. D. KELLER, Junior Grand Deacon.

*. ALFRED SAYER, a8 Grand Steward.

. D. H. WHEELER, Grand Sword Bearer,

. H. BrowN,
. H. G. SPENCER,

-. 8. D. Banas, Grand Tyler.

}a.s Grand Pursuivants.

A O of Master Masons was opened in ample form by the
M... W... Grand Master, with the assistance of the Grand Officers

7
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and brethren present, preparatory to the opening of the
Grand O of Nebraska.

Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

The M... W... Grand Master appointed the following commit-
tees:

On Credentials—Brothers Furnas, Keller and Wheeler.
On Visitors—Brothers Armstrong, Clarke and Cornell.

Brother Furnas, from committee on Credentials, submitted
the following report, which was adopted:

REPORT.

To the M.". W.-. Grand (3 of Nebraska:

The committee on Credentials find, by examination, the following (3 in this
jurisdiction represented by the following named delegates, whose credentials are
correct. The number of votes to which each is entitled is also given:

NEBrASKA (3, No. 1—L. B. Kinney, 1; W. H. Cook, 1; S. A. StricRland, 1.

‘WESTERN STAR (O, No. 2—S8. Redfield, 1; H. Brown, 1.

CaPITAL (O, No. 3—Geo. Armstrong, 1; A. Sayer, 1; H. G. Spencer, 1.

NeMaHA VALLEY (O3, No. 4—R. W. Furnas, 3.

Omap1 .3, No. 5—G. W. Wilkinson, 2; A. Ford, 1.

PrarrsmouTH [, No. 6—D. H. Wheeler, 3

The commniittee also find the following Grand Officers entitled to seats:

M.:. W.-. R. C. Jordan, Grand Master.
R 4 W *. 8. Redfield, as Senior Grand Warden.
. G. W. Wilkinson, as Junior Grand Warden.
. J. H. Maxon, Grand Treasurer.
. R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary.
*. J. M. Chivington, Grand Chaplain.
. A. G. Clarke, Grand Orator.
*. Geo. Armstrong, Grand Lecturer.
. H. N. Cornell, Grand Marshal.
. 8. A. Strickland, as Senior Grand Deacon.
. C. D. Keller, Junior Grand Deacon.
*. Alfred Sayer, as Grand Steward.
. D. H. Wheeler, Grand Sword Bearer.

*. H. Brown } .
e Spe’ucer, ias Grand Pursuivants.

. 8. D. Bangs, Grand Tyler.
Respectfully submitted.

aasaaaaaaaasa%

R. W. FURNAS, l
1), 151 WHLEL](R Committee.
C. D. KELLER, |

A constitutional number of 33 being represented, the W.-.

Grand Marshal, by order of the M.:. W.:. Grand Master, declared
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the M.-. W... Grand & of Nebraska duly opened for the dispatch
of business.

The M... W... Grand Master then appointed the following

STANDING COMMITTEES.

On Accounis—Brothers J. H. Maxon, A. Sayer and H. G. Spencer.

On Charters and Dispensations—Brothers Geo. Armstrong, S. Redfield and H.
Brown.

On Foreiyn. Correspondence—Brothers A. G. Clarke, L. B. Kinney and J. M.
Chivington.

On Ways and Means—Brothers Geo. Armstrong, H. N. Cornell and J. H.
Maxon.

On Charity—Brothers Alfred Sayer, H. Brown and J. M. Chivington.

On Grievances—Brothers 8. A. Strickland, S. Redfield and H. N. Cornell.

On Unfinished Business—Brothers C. D. Keller, D. H. Wheeler and A. Ford.

On Pay Roll—Brothers R. W. Furnas, J. H. Maxou and G. W. Wilkinson.

On Masonic Jurisprudence—Brothers Geo. Armstrong, L. B. Kinney and A.
Sayer.

On School Fund—Brothers W. A. Cook, G. W. Wilkinson and A. Ford.

On Subordinate Returns—Brothers A. G. Clarke, C. D. Keller and J. H. Maxon.

The M.-. W... Grand Master then delivered the following

ADDRESS.

Brethren of the Grand [

Another twelve months have been added to the past since last we met in
Grand O, and we are again assembled in accordance with a resolution adopted
at our last annual meeting. The yearly convertion of the legal delegates of the
subordinate [, in every jurisdiction, is a season looked forward to by the
zealous mason with feelings of much interest and gratification, and he hails with
pleasure the dawning of the day when he shall enter the temple in company with
his brethren, and join with them in the inspection of the work of the preceding
year, and assist in drawing upon the trestle-board such designs as may be
deemed best for the future operations of the craft.

For this purpose we have come together, my brethren, and trusting that each
one of us has joined earnestly in the petilion to the Throne of Grace just offered
by our Worshipful Grand Chaplain, I will proceed in my duty of laying before
you what of interest has come under my observation during the past year.

Immediately after the close of our last session, I issued prozxies to the follow-
ing named brethren, for the purpose of installing the officers of the (37 chartered
at that time, viz: Brother David Lindley to install the officers of Nemaha
Valley O3, No. 4; Brother George Armstrong to install the Worshipful Master
of Omadi 3, No. 5; and to R. . W.-. Brother W. D. McCord to install the
officers of Plattsmouth (3, No. 6. I have been notified that each brother per-
formed the duty assigned to him, and that the new (373 were fairly set to work
under their charters.
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The word charfers brings to my mind an error in judgment we were guilty of
in having our Grand Sccretary purchase blank paper charters, instead of parch-
ment, at the forming of this Grand 3, in Scptember, 1857. It was done for
the sake of cconomy, ag were many of our similar acts at that time. A short
two years brings evidence sufficient to satisfy any one that it was an oversight.
The charter of Capital £, at Omaha, is already so mutilated that it has to be
used with great care. The charter of & masonic [ should invariably be of
parchment. Every year adds much to their value, and when they have existed
a century, or half that time, their value is incalculable. I recommend that as
soon as parchment charters can be obtained, the Grand Secretary be instructed
to fill up one for each 3 in the Territory and forward the same to the Secretary
of the O3, and each (3, upon the receipt of the same, forward the old charters
to the Grand Sccretary.

You are all aware, no doubt, we have had no increase in the number of (Eh
during the past year. To some of our sister Grand [, which have been
chartering from twenty to thirty at cach session for a few years past, this would
appear, perhaps, very slow work, if not a retrograde movement among the fra-
ternity in Nebraska; but, T am happy to say, brethren, for the information of all
who may feel an interest in our welfare, that our march has been steadily on-
ward. I have been advised from time to time that the six (21 which compose
our little family have held their meetings regularly, and have increased gradually
in strength; conferring the degrees upon good men and true, and not hesitating
to reject material presented for inspection when it was tBought it could not be
formed into good square work. The U, at the last annual election, as I am
informed, placed in the different offices the most skillful workmen, brethren
known and distinguished for their fidelity and industry. If this course be pur-
sued in the future, there can be no doubt of success.

For the information of our brethren in other jurisdictions, who are but little
acquainted with our newly-settled country, and who know still less of the
extreme difficulties which the whole Territory has had to contend with respecting
monetary affairs, I have to say, that brethren in different portions of the Terri-
tory have had in contemplation the forming of threc new [Z during the past
year, but having ascertained that the places in which they proposed to locate
them had no very suitable rooms for the purpose, and taking into consideration
the finaneial troubles before mentioned, I recommended a postponement of
action in the malter until such a permanent change had taken place for the
better, as would warrant them in proceeding without the fear of having to
suspend labor after they had commenced. T trustthat in future the Grand O3
of Nebraska will have no blank numbers in her list of (33. The marked differ-
ence of a large incrcaso in almost every branch of business throughout the
Territory in this year over last, indicates a return, not far distant, of the pros-
perous times previous to 1857, and we may rcasonably expect an increase in
the number of (7 the coming year.

By roferring to page 43 of the printed proceedings of the last meeting
of this Grand (3. you will observe a proposed amendment to article 1 of the
Rules and Regulations of the Grand (3, proposing to change our present arrange-
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ment in electing the officers of the subordinate (Z7 at the stated meeting pre-
ceding St. John the Evangelist's day, December 27, and installing on that day.
The change proposed is to elect at the stated meeting previous to St. John the
Baptist's day, and install on that day. I regard a change of the kind proposed
as very objectionable. Our present arrangement is the same as that which is
almost universally observed. I know of but one or two States where the
elections and installatious are held at the June festival, and I think a change
made by those States to the almost universal custom of electing previous to,
and installing on, St. John the Evangelist's day, would perhaps be the means
of restoring & uniformity in other matters at present much complained of. It
seems to be almost impossible to check the general disposition to have some-
thing new, even in our ancient and venerable institution.

On page 42 you will observe a resolution, proposing to change the present
rate of mileage and per diem ullowed delegates to the Grand (3. This is a
matter which each one can determine for himself, whether the rate is too high
or too low.

1 have thought proper to call your attention to the fifth rule among the Rules
and Regulations of the Grand [, for the government of the subordinates. The
said rule requires all the proceedings, ballotings, and business of the 37, to be
had in a (O of Master Masons, excepting the conferring of the inferior degrees.
It is complained of by some, that it does injustice to Entered Apprentices and
Fellow Crafts, in not permitting them to ballot, and have the privilege of making
choice of their associates. The making of this rule is evidently a departure from
ancient usage, and I fully agree with those who argue that Entered Apprentices
and Fellow Crafts should ballot for candidates for those degrees, which of course
would have to be in T3 of those grades. T consider the rule has another objec-
tionable feature, that is, in consuming much time in the opening of the different
&, for examining, balloting, &2., which is well understood, I think, among
those who are regular attendants at the C3J. In other jurisdictions where this
rule has prevailed, it has-been entirely rescinded; I would recommend similar
action on the part of this Grand 0.

In the outward world this is called a progressive age, and 1t is with wonder
and admiration that we view from time to time the various improvements made
in science and art within the memory of the youngest member of this Grand 1.
Whilst the production of new and valuable inventions, or anything else which
has a tendency to benefit mankind in general, is commendable in the highest
degree, we are inclined to look upon our venerable order as being nearly perfection
as a moral institulion, and not susceptible of being improved upon, as are many of
the ephemeral productious of the present day. The foundations of the masonic
order were laid deep and with much care, in ages long since past, and by master
workmen who were to the fullest extent entitled to the appellation, and they did
not intend it should be subject to the change and experimentalism of uneasy
minds which are never satisfied to let alone that which is good ; hence the wise
provision made in the installation ceremony of every Master of a subordinate ,
“‘not to suffer any innovations,’’ &c. '

I have made the foregoing remarks for the purpose of calling your attention
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to what is called ‘‘new regulations’’ adopted by the Grand (3 of Indiana, onthe
26th of May, 1858 ; they read as follows:

1st. It shall be competent for the subordinate (3 of which the Grand Master
is a member, to try, and expel or suspend him, for any unmasonic eonduct, not
growing ont of his official duties, and when expelled or suspende, his office of
Grand Master shall be vacated and the officer next in rank shall fill the office.

2d. Subordinate (5 shall have power to try, and expel or suspend their
Master for any unmasonic conduct not growing out of the discharge of his official
duties; when the Master of a [ is under trial, the officer next in rank, or some
Past Master to be designated by him, shall préside. When the Master of a (3
is expelled or suspended, the officer next in rank shall succeed to the station.

3d. The Grand Master and Masters of subordinate J33 are answerable only to
the Grand [ for acts growing out of their official duties.

While we entirely disclaim any intention or idea of interfering in the affairs of
our brethren of Indiana, or any other jurisdiction, we feel it a duty we owe to
the masonic fraternity to notice these really new regulations, and can only regard
them as a direct thrust at the very vitals of the institution. But our own charity
tells us it was unintentional and not well cousidered, and we have faifh to believe
such is the fact, and Zope that the day is nottar distant when the whole proceed-
ings in the matter will be erased from the journals of that Grand 3. We are
inclined to believe that the conflicting amendments offered previous to their
adoption created confusion in the minds of some brethren, and caused them to
vote for just what they did not intend to.

It is a well-known truth, and much to be regretted, that subordinate CEh, in
electing a Master, sometimes give the preference to one who is perhaps perfect
in the ritual, but whose moral deportment will not bear the test of the square.
In nearly every instance, this is well known before he is elected and installed ;
but being bright, they elect him in preference to one who is not so well skilled, but
known to be a good and true mason. The consequence frequently is, that before
his term of office expires he is guilty of some misdemeanor, which is looked upon
as disgraceful in him, and mortifying to the feelings of the members of his (.

The custom from time immemorial, in cases like the foregoing, has been to
enter a complaint against the Master, to the Grand Master (when the Grand 3
is not in session), who would depose the Master from office, or receive such satis-
factory assurances of reformation in him as to continue him in office on trial. If
a (3 elects an immoral Master, and suffers in consequence of his bad conduct,
that is the misfortune of that particular (23, and we hold that one of the oldest of
the land-marks of the order should not be removed to meet a few such cases,
when so easy and prompt a remedy is at their command, in preferring charges
against the Master to the Grand Master. In our observation of ncarly fifteen
years, we cannot bring to mind so many as a half dozen instances where (i
have been unfortunate in solecting immoral Masters.

With regard to a Grand Master being amenable to the subordinate (3 of
which be is a member, and liable to expulsion from all masonic privileges and his
office of Grand Master mado vacant by the action of a single (3, I am at a loss
to comprehend what would be the result of the working of such a system. As
I have seen no comments upon this subject, I prefer to say nothing further in
regard to it, but will look anxiously for the opinion of that eminent expounder of
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masonic law and custom, Brother Albert G. Mackey, of South Carolina. I cannot

learn that Indiana has suffered any in consequence of immoral and unmasonic

conduct, in either any of her Grand Masters or sub«dinate [ ; if such is the

case, it is to be regretted that the desire for somelhiny new prevailed to such an |
extent as to cause the adoption of the regulations to which we have alluded.

The subject of a General Grand O of the Urited States is still being discussed
in gome jurisdictions with considerable ardor. Its particular advantages are set
forth with much earnestness by the friends of the movement, while on the other
hand strong objections are urged by the opponents of the measure, for various
reasons not necessary for me to explain at this time. I am individually opposed
to such an organization, for the reason that I do not believe it would be of any
benefit to the fraternity at large, and admitting that it would, it would he impos-
sible, at this late day, to get all the Grand CZh.of the Union to unite in it, which
ought to be the case if it is ever atiemptied. My object in calling your attention
to the subject i, that you may, if you see proper, have an expression of opinion
relative the propriety of establishing such a body, that the advocates and oppo-
nents of it may know the feelings of this Grand (3 on the subject, in case steps
are taken to establish a general head of the order in the United States.

The Grand O3 of Virginia is co-operating with the Ladies’ Mount Vernon
Association, in the purchase of the homestead, the tomb and a portion of the
land that was once the home of Washington. If their success in receiving con-
tributions is equal to the energy displayed by the fraternity in the Old Dominion,
the undertaking will be easily accomplished. Brother John Dove, the Grand
Secretary, is a host within himself, and we hope that his efforts will be crowned
with success. The cause is a noble one, and should receive the support of not
only every mason, but every American citizen. One payment has already been
made, and the next one is to be made in February, 1860. They only ask for
one dollar from each individual mason, and I would recommend to all brethren
who can spare that amount to forward it to Brother John Dove, Richmond, Vir-
ginia, who will place it to its proper use.

As my term of office is about to expire, I deem this an appropriate time to
tender you many thanks for the honor you have conferred in elevating me to the
high position I have occupied for the past two years. Although the duties have
not been arduous, yet I am compelled to apologize for a seeming neglect on my
part in not making the customary visits to the 733, which is the duty of every
Grand Master to make. For several months T was necessarily absent from the
Territory, and since my return I have been prevented from so doing for several
reasons of a private nature. T trust what failures T have made, to render satis-
faction, may be overlooked, and that my successor and his associates in office
may be able to spare the time, and have the inclination, to attend as strictly to
the wants of the jurisdiction, as its interests will in all probability require the
coming year. With a sincere wish that our business may be conducted in har-
moby and good order, and that each one of us may so act in our daily walk and
conversation as to elicit from the world praise rather than reproach towards the

order we so much revere, -
I am fraternally yours,

ROBERT C. JORDAN, Grard Master.
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Brother Chivington presented the following resolution, which
was adopted :

Resolved, That the address of the Grand Master be referred to a select com-
mittee of three, to designate appropriate committees to which the several matters
therein named shall be referred.

Brothers Chivington, L. B. Kinney, and Wheeler, were ap.
pointed said committee.

Brother Chivington, from the select:committee to whom was
referred the Grand Master’s Address, reported as follows :

REPORT.

Tothe M.*. W.:. Grand O of Nebraska :

The select committee to whom was referred the M.-. W.. Grand Master's
annual and most admirable address, to designate appropriate committees to
which the several matters therein contained shall be referred, beg leave to
report, that

So much as ‘refers to procuring new parchment charters for the subordinate
O, be referred to the committee on Charters and Dispensations.

So much as refers to the proposed change of By-Laws and Rules and Regula-
tions, be referred to the committee on Masonic Jurisprudence.

So much as refers to the ‘‘new regulations’’ adopted by the Grand I3 of
Indiana, be referred to a select committee of three.

So much as refers to the subject of a General Grand (Jof the United States,
be referred to a select committee of three.

So much as relates to the purchase of Mount Vernon and the tomb of Wash-
ington by the Ladies’ Mount Vernon Association, be referred to a select com-
mittee of three.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. M. CHIVINGTON,
L. B. KINNEY, Cornmittes.
D. H. WHEELER,

The report was adopted.

The M.. W.. Grand Master appointed ihe following select
committees as provided for in the foregoing report:

SELECT COMMITTEES,

On Indiana Regulations—Brothers George Armstrong, S. Redfield, and L. B,
Kinney.

On Mount Vernon Purchase—Brothers Alfred Sayer, H. N. Cornell, and G. W.
Wilkinson.

On General Grand CO—Brothers A. G. Clarke, D. H. Wheeler, and H. G.
Spencer.

Brother Cornell offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :
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Resolved, That all Master Masons in good standing be invited to witness tho
deliberations of this Grand 3.

The M.:. W... Grand &= was called from labor to refreshment
until 2 p. M.

—— O

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Two 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The M... W... Grand O was called from refreshment to labor,
M... W... Grand Master presiding.

Prayer by the R... W.. Grand Chaplain.

Brother Whecler, from the select committee on Unfinished

Business, submitted the following report, which was adopted :
REPORT.
Tothe M.*. W.:. Grand () of Nebraska:

The committee on Unfinished Business find, upon examining the proceedings
of last year—in addition to the changes in the By-Laws, Rules and Regulations
of the Grand O, noticed by the M.". W. . Grand Master in his address to the
Grand O—on page 42—that a committee of oue from each chartered X in tho
Territory was appointed to collect historical facts relative to the introduction of
Masoury into the Territory, and were directed to report at this meeting of the
Grand O

The committee not being able to discover anything further, respectfully ask
to be discharged from the further consideration of the same.

D. H. WHEELER, )
C. D. KELLER, + Committee.
A. FORD, )

The R.-. W... Grand Secretary presented the following as his
report, which was referred to committee on Accounts.
GRAND SECRETARY'S REPORT.
To the M.:. W.-. Grand O of Nebraska :

R. W. Furxas, Grand Secretary, in account with the Grand = of Nebraska :

1859. Dr.
June 14, To amount of dues from Nebraska o, No. 1 824 00
a & « % Western Star o, No. 2 74 00
s 4 s« “  Capital o, No. 3 49 00
“ o el «  Nemaha Valley 0O, No. 4.........cceviennnenecs B oot 30 00
@ & st %  QOmadi =, No. & 27 00
@ o Q ¢« Plattsmouth 0, NO. Beeecevirrreesnsenisresertveionrosssense 26 00
$230 00
Cr.
By Grand Treasurer’s receipt $230 00

R. W. FURNAS, Grand Serelary.
8
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The R.. W... Grand Treasurer presented the following annual
report, which was referred to committee on Accounts :
GRAND TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the M.-. W.'. Grand (O of Nebraska:

Jonn H. MaxoN, Grand Treasurer, in account with the Grand o of Nebraska :
1858.

June 2. To amount reccived of William Anderson, late Grand Treasurer............ $]3)71:) 10
1859.
June 14. Received of Grand Secretary, Grand = dues 230 00
$600 10
1858. Cr.
June 2. By Pay Roll of first session........ . 881 21
« @« ¢ YVYoucher No. 1, amount refunded Omadi o, No. b.... 14 50
e i No. 2, £ (I Nemaha Valley 3, No. 4. 10 25
- £ No. 3, s R Western Star oo, No. 2 23 50
Mm@ L No. 4, o 4 Plattsmouth =, No. 6..... 2 &0
g & No. 5, o 6 Nebraska 3, No. 1.......... 24 50
@ How & No. 86, 4 A Capital =, No. 3..c.evevee . 567 00
1859.
June 14. Cash on hand, to balanece 386 G4
$600 10

JOHN H. MAXON, Grand Treasurer.

Vacancies having occurred in the committee appointed at the
last session of this Grand O for the purpose of collecting facts
relative to the introduction of' Masonry into the Territory, viz:
in Western Star O3, No. 2, and Omadi ©, No. 5, Brother S. Red-
field was appointed by the M... W... Grand Master to fill the
former, and G. W. Wilkinson the latter.

The committee then reported partial progress—reports from
two [B3—and asked further time. Time granted until next
meeting of this Grand O

Brother Furnas presented the following bill of incidental
expenses, which was referred to the committee on Accounts :

The M.. W.. Grand o of Nebraska, to R. W. FuRrnas, Dr.
To printing 300 copies of proceedings of first annual 8€88{0N....ccvevererirreneeennirens $70 00
@ @ 200 blank returns...

“ o Circulars to subordinate and Grand o ....,

o & Postage....ccceeuivirernces

o @ Blank book for Grand Treasurer.....

$102 70
Brother Armstrong, from the committee on Masonic Jurispru-

dence, reported as follows:

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand O of Nebraska :
The committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the amend-
ment to Article I. of our ‘‘Rules and Regulations,’’ offered by Brother Redfield,
respectfully report :
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That the first portion of the amendment involves the changing of the time of
the election and installation of officers of subordinate T3 from the anniversary
of St. John the Evangelist to that of St. John the Baptist.

The latter portion of the proposed amendment takes from the (3 the election
of Senior and Junior Deacons and Tyler, and provides that the Senior Deacon
shall be appointed by the Master, and the Junior Deacon by the Senior Warden.

In regard to the first proposition, your committee would recommend that no
change be made in the time for the election and installation of officers of sub-
ordinate [Eh).

The second change proposed we would recommend be adopted.

GEO. ARMSTRONG,
L. B. KINNEY, Committee.
ALFRED SAYER,

The report was adopted.

The R... W... Grand Secretary reported that he had made no
purchase of Grand O jewels, because of a want of more definite
instructions as to the price he should pay. The further consid-
eration of the matter was laid upon the table.

Brother Sayer, from the select committee on that portion of
the M... W... Grand Master's address relative to the purchase of
Mount Vernon, reported as follows, which was adopted :

REPORT.

To the M... W.-. Grand O3 of Nebraska :

Your committee to whom was referred that part of the annual address of the
M.-. W. . Grand Master pertaining to the co-operation of the Grand O of Vir-
ginia with the ladies of the Mount Vernon Association in their efforts to purchase
the home and grave of Washington, beg leave to report:

That the enterprise, above referred to, is one that appeals strongly to the
sympathy and support of every patriot, but more éspecially to the members of
our fraternity, of which the great Washington was one of the brightest lights.
We cordially concur in the suggestion of the M.-. W.'. Grand Master, that each
member of the fraternity in this Territory, who is able to do so, should make a
contribution in behalf of the enterprise ; and in order that the matter may reach
the attention of the brethren of the several subordinate (57, we recommend the
adoption of the following resolution:

Resolved, That the M. . W.", Grand O of Nebraska cordially sympathize with
the M. . W.-. Grand O of Virginia in their endeavors to assist the ladies of the
Mount Vernon Association in their efforts to acquire a title to the consecrated
tomb of him who was ‘‘first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his
countrymen;'’ and for the purpose of making our sympathies effectual, the M. -.
W.-. Grand O of Nebraska recommends that the Worshipful Master of each
subordinate (3 call the attention of their several (3 to the subject at the most
fuvorable opportunity, and solicit from the brethren such aid as they may be
able to give, to be forwarded to Brother John Dove, the Grand Secretary of the
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Grand 3 of Virginia, at Richmond, Va., in season for the next payment to be
made by the said Association, in January, 1860.

ALFRED SAYER, )
H. N. CORNELL, - Committee.
G. W. WILKINSON, )

On motion of Brother Furnas, it was

Resolved, That this Grand (O3 now proceed to the selection, by ballot, of a
point at which to hold its next session.

The resolution was adopted, and Omaha, Omadi, Nebraska
City, Plattsmouth, Bellevue, and Brownville being put in nomi-
nation, the latter was selected on second ballot.

Whereupon Brother Armstrong offered the following resolu-
tion, which was adopted :

Resolved, That this Grand (3 hold its next Annual Communication at Brown-
ville, on the first Tuesday in June, 1860.

Brother Furnas offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That hereafter, before the granting of a charter, the applicants for
the same shall be required to furnish the Grand Sccretary with all the facts,
incidents, and preliminary steps connected with the organization of the .

Brother Armstrong, from the committee on Masonic Jurispru-
dence, presented the following report, which, on motion, was
adopted :

REPORT.

To the M.:. W.-. Grand [ of Nebraska :

The committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the amend-
ment of Brother Bratton (laid over from last session), proposing to increase the
pay of the members of the Grand 3 from $1.50 to $2.50 per day, would
respectfully recommend that said amendment be rejected.

GEO. ARMSTRONG,
L. B. KINNEY, Committes.
ALFRED SAYER,

On motion of Brother Maxon, it was

Resolved, That the sum of fifty dollars be appropriated as compensation to the
Grand Secretary, he being satisfied with that amount.

Brother Maxon presented the following, which was referred
to the committee on Accounts:
Resolved, That an order be drawn in favor of Western Star (=, No. 2, for five

dollars, that being the amount overpaid the Grand (3 of Nebraska at its last
annual communication.
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was adoptled:
Resolved, That the Grand £ now proceed to the election of officors.

The M... W.. Grand Master appointed Brothers Sayer and
Wheeler tellers, and the election was had with the following
result :

R. C. JorpaN, of Omaha, M.-. W. . Grand Master.

HEeNRY BrowN, of Nebraska City, R.. W.-. Deputy Grand Master.
L. B. Kinney, of Bellevue, R.*. W. . Senior Grand Warden.

S. REDFIELD, of Nebraska City, R.". W.-. Junior Grand Warden.
J. H. Maxon, of Nebraska City, R.-. W.-. Grand Treasurer.

R. W. Furxas, of Brownville, R.". W.-. Grand Secretary.

The M.. W.. Grand Master then appointed the following
officers, which appointments were ratified by the Grand 43:

Brother J. M. CurviNagron, W. . Grand Chaplain.
3K W. D. M'Corp, W.-. Grand Orator.
S GEO. ARMSTRONG, W.-. Grand Lecturer.
e W. H. Coog, W.'. Grand Marshal.
s ALFRED SAYER, W.*. Senior Grand Deacon.
o D. H. WaEELER, W. . Junior Grand Deacon.
3 G. W. WiLkiNsoN, W. . Grand Steward.
A C. D. KeLLER, W.*. Grand Sword Bearer.

v H. N. CORNELL, : s
¥ H, G. SPENCER; W.-. Grand Pursuivants.

.3 W. N. RAINEY, as Grand Tyler.

On motion of Brother Armstrong, the following resolution

l The Grand officers were then installed in ample form.
l Grand O called from labor until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

SECOND DAY.

* WEDNESDAY, June 15, 1859.
. At the appointed hour the Grand O resumed labor, the M.
W... Grand Master presiding.
Prayer by the Grand Chaplain; after which the minutes of
yesterday were read and approved.

Brother Clarke, from the committee on Returns of Subor-
dinate C23, reported as follows, which report was adopted :
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REPORT.
To the M.-. W. . Grand 2 of Nebraska:
The committee on Returns of Subordinate g have had the same under con-
sideration, and would report that all of the six (5 of the jurisdiction have made
written returns to your Grand (.
The roturn of Nebraska {3, No. 1, has no memoranda of its proceedings
attached, and has no seal. The same may be said of Omadi [, No. 5, and
Nemaha Valley 03, No. 4. With these exceptions, all the returns are properly
made out, and no variances can be discovered by your committee in any of the
matters returned.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
A. G. CLARKE,
C. D. KELLER, }Committee.
J. H. MAXON,

Brother Sayer, from committee on Charity, presented the

following brief report :

REPORT.
To the M. -. W.-. Grand (3 of Nelraska :
The standing committee on Charity would respectfully report that no business
has becn presented for their consideration.
Respectfully submitted.

ALFRED SAYFR, )
HENRY BROWN, Committee.
J. M. CHIVINGTON, §

The Grand Treasurer presented his bond, which was ordered
to be spread upon the minutes. The following is a copy:

BeLLEVUE, N. T., June 14, 1859,

Know all men by these presents, that we, John H. Maxon, as principal, and
Henry Brown and H. N. Cornell, as sureties, are held and firmly bound unto
the Grand 3 of Nebraska of Free and Accepted Masons in the penal sum of
one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, for the payment of
which well and truly to be made, wo bind ourselves, our heirs, execulors,
administrators and assigns, and each of them, firmly by these presents.

The condition of the above obligation is such, that whereas, the said John H.
Maxon has been elected Treasurer of the Grand (3 of Nebraska for one year,
now if the said Maxon shall well and truly discharge the duties of the office of
Treasurer, and pay out the funds received by him as required by the Grand 3,
and pay over all moneys in his possession as Treasurer to his successor in office,
then this obligation is void, otherwise in full forco and effect.

JOHN H. MAXON,
HENRY BROWN,
H. N. CORNELL.

The committee on School Fund, through its chairman, Brother
Cook, reported as follows:
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REPORT.
To the M.*. W.-. Grand I of Nebraska:
The committee on School Fund beg leave to repo:r, that no measures have
yet been taken to raise such a fund, and finding no hing further to claim our

attention, respectfully subscribe ourselves,

W. H. COOK,
A. FORD, Committee.
G. W. WILKINSON,

Brother Clarke offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the R.°. W.-. Grand Secretary be instructed to procure the
printing of 400 copies of the proceedings of this session of the Grand [ of
Nebraska, and to forward three of said copies to each of the Grand Officers, one
to each of the Grand [ with which this Grand [ is in correspondence, and
five copies to each of the (5 within this jurisdiction.

Brother Maxon, from committee on Accounts, reported as
follows, which report was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.:. W. . Grand t2) of Nebraska :

The committee on Accounts report the accounts of the Grand Secretary,
Grand Treasurer, R. W. Furnas and the claim of Western Star (3 correct, and
offer for adoption the following resolution:

Resolved, That an order be drawn in favor of R. W. Furnas for the sum of
$102.70, and another in favor of Western Star (3 for the sum of $5.

J. H. MAXON, )
ALFRED SAYER, } Committee.
H. G. SPENCER,

Brother Clarke, from select committee on General Grand O,
reported as follows, which report was adopted :

REPORT.

Tothe M.*. W.-. Grand X of Nebraska, :

The special committee to whom was referred that portion of the address of
the M.-. W.-. Grand Master relative to the establishment of a General Grand
0, would respectfully report that they have had the matter under considera-
tion, and fully agree with the opinion advanced by the committee on Foreign
Correspondence in their report, and would recommend the adoption of ihe
following:

Resolved, That it i3 inexpedient at the present time to organize a General
Grand (3 of the United States.

Respectfully submitted.

AT 'G. CLARKE, ). =0
D. H. WHEELER'[-~0mmiitee.
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Brother Clarke offered the following, which was laid over,
under the rule:

Resolved, That the appellation of the ‘‘standing committee on Foreign Cor-
respondence '’ be changed so as to read ‘' standing committee on Masonie Cor-
respondence. '’

Brother Armstrong, from select committee on Indiana “ New
Regulations,” submitted the following report, which was adopted:

REPORT.
To the M.. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebrasko:

The select committee to whom was referrcd that portion of our Grand Master’s
address in which allusion i3 made to a certain ‘‘new regulation ' made in May,
1858, by the Grand O of Indiana, would respectfully report as follows:

The ‘‘new rcgulation” referred to, briefly staved, is this: A Master of a
subordinate [J, or a Grand Master, may be tried, expelled or suspended by the
O of which he is 2 member, for any unmasonic conduct not growing out of his
official duties, and thus vacate his office, whilst for official misconduct the same
officers are made responsible to the Grand .

Your committee have had but a few hours’ deliberation on this important
question; but, conceding the right of a Grand O to make new regulations, when they
do not interfere with the landmarks of the order, we can find no precedent for
ono like this, and can but look at it, at least, as one of a guestionable character.
So far as we can ascertain, every other Grand (J in the United States has
decided in this matter in an entirely opposite manner, and the question appears
to be well settled, that a Master of a (3 is amenable only to the Grand O for
his conduct, whether masonic or official. In the language of Brother Maickey
(whose opinion our Grand Master solicits), ‘‘for no misdemeanor, however
great, can the Master be tried by his (3, for, as no one has a right to preside
there in his presence, except himself, it would be absurd to suppose that he
could sit in judgment on his own case.” This, says Brother M., may now be
considered as a settled law of masonry.

-Want of time preventing your committee from more fully entering into the
examination of this important question, we submit the subject to this Grand 3
by offering the following resolution:

Resolved, That the **new regulation’’ of the Grand 3 of Indiana, empower-
ing a subordinate (3 to arraign and punish a Master or Grand Master, is an
unpreccdented ‘* innovation upon the body of masonry,”” and an unwarranted
encroachment upon the auncient prerogatives of those officers.

GEO. ARMSTRONG,

X L. B. KINNEY, lCommittee.
S. REDFIKELD,

Brother Brown, from standing committee on Charters and
Dispensations, reported as follows, which report was' adopted:
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REPORT.
To the M.-. W.*. Grand O of Nebraska:

The committee on Charters and Dispensations, to whom was referred so much
of the M.*. W.-. Grand Master’s address as refers to the procuring of charters
printed on parchment, having had the same under consideration, beg leave to
report for your adoption the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to procure parchment char-
ters for the use of the subordinate (o of this jurisdiction.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

GEO. ARMSTRONG,
S. REDFIELD, Committee.
HENRY BROWN,

Brother Chivington offered the following substitute amend-
ment to Rule 15th of ¢« Rules and Regulations of the Grand O
of Nebraska for government of subordinate CE3" which, by
unanimous consent, was adopted :

‘‘livery candidate shall apply to the CJ nearest his residence Provided, that
with the unanimous consent ot said nearest (3, he may be received by any other
O of this jurisdiction. In a town or city, any {7 therein may receive an appli-
cant, resident of such town or city."

Brother Furnas, from committee on Pay Roll, reported the
following, which was agreed to:

REPORT.
To the M.". W.:. Grand (O of Nebraska :
Your committee on Pay Roll beg leave to report the following amounts dus
the officers and members:
RIASY. SRAOTHN
Of the Officers and Members of the Grand O3 of Nebraska for the Annual Communi-
cation held at Bellevue, June, 1859.

GRAND OFFICERS.

|

Mile- | |
xc(age.

Miles
CHIS i

NAMES. ' RESIDENCES,

s Diem | |

R. C. Jordan, M.. W.-. Grand Master............ 1Omaha
S. Redfield, Senior Grand Warden Nebraska City.
*G. W. Wilkinson, Junior Grand Warden..,
John H. Maxon, Grand Treasurer.........ceeees
*R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary..
J. M. Chivington, Grand Chaplain.
A. G. Clarke, Grand Orator. .

Geo. Armstxong, Grand Lecturer
H. N. Cornell, Grand Marshal.....
8. A. Smek]and Scenior Grand Deacon
C. D. Keller, Jumor Grand Deacon i )
*Alfred Sayer, Grand Steward........ ...|Omaha...... .. g S e
*D. H. Wheeler, Gmnd Pursmvant Ak P
*H. BIOWD, . . < o 80 oo o
H. G. Spencer, £e t
8. D. Bangs, Grand Tyler......

~*Drew mileage and per dlem as represenmtives.

=
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=
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P

o

.. Nebraska City.
|Omaha .

Omaha...
..|Nebraska

10
140

3| 20|
4 80|

I S 1O BO IO O
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MEMBERS,

@
NAME OF . WHERE HELD. t %
| e

~|Nebraska .

25|L. B. Kinney.
..| Westarn Sta

05 Henry Brown
1 20| 2 25| 3 45{Alfred Sayer...

LTIy

3 45/D. H. Wheeler........

120 225

Respectfully submitted.
R. W. FURNAS,
J. . MAXON, » Committee.
G. W. WILKINSON, )

Brother Strickland, from committee on Grievances, made the
following

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand O of Nebraska:

Your committee to whom was referred the subject matter of Grievances, beg
leave to report that they have held the same under consideration during this
gession of the Grand (3, and are happy to say that no matters of a gricvous
character have been presented for their deliberation.

S. A. STRICKLAND,
S. REDFIKLD, Committee.
H. N. CORNELL,

The Grand Orator, Brother A. G. Clarke, then delivered the

following SHAERE

Brethren of the M.:. W.°. Grand O of Nebraska. :

Twice has the earth rolled around the sun since first this body met together
to consolidate the interests of the craft in this new Territory, and to place our
[ and the government thereof, in the hands of brothen who live among our-
selves.

Thrice have our (37 convened in council about the Grand ) altar to deliber-
ate upon measures of usefulness to the order, and to legislate upon rules for its
guidance. Broad and deep have we laid the foundation of this new temple of
our brotherhood; fair are its proportions; built upon the level and laid out upon
the square, it has grown silently, as did the temple of old, to be a mansion of
beauty for an habitation.

We have met Lo add once more our note of praise to the shout that has gone
up from the millions of our order before us, proclaiming *‘peace on earth and
good will to man;'"* to add once more our testimony to the excellence of the in-
stitution which claims us for its children; to show once more our thankfulness
to that power which has so long watched over us, and holding us in the hollow
of His hand, has prospered and protected us.

TUpon the platform of brotherly love to-day, we stand supported by the strong
arm of Faith, leaning upon the staff of Hope, while over all is cast the broad
and beautiful mantle of a mason’s Charity for deeds which have been badly
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done, and acts of duty which have been left undone. We have reason to be at
once prond and grateful for the good report in which we are held at home, and
the commendations we have received from abroad. We are, in comparison with
others, but just commencing our existence; we arc taking our first footsteps
upon a pathway strewn with responsibilities of thie highest character, and bor-
dered by dangerous pitfalls into which others have fallen.

Yet, in this, our infuncy, we are not alone; cheering words greet us at the
outget; from all over the Union greetings come to us, bidding us welcome to
the still enlarging circle. From the North and the South-—from the Orient of
Maine to the Occident of Oregon—echo the words of fellowship, and the right
hand of fellowship is stretched out to us; in our midst we have lost nothing of
our good report, but with a firm step and sure, we have, from the beginning,
gone forward with increasing numbers and augmenting strength. Not a. 3 ia
missing here to-day; but from all over the jurisdiction the representatives of the
order assemble at the appointed place. The lights of masonry are now shining
in the valleys of the new El Dorado to the West, and a voice has but just come
up to us from the North-western border of our confederacy—from the country
which bears the hallowed name of Washington—saying, the time has come and
we are ready, admit us to the fellowship extended to the good and true of heart.
Though the broad deserts divide us, there is no waste so barren, no journey so
difficult, no distance so remote, that the spirit of masonry cannot overcome
them all.

Say we then to them, if the time has indeed arrived, if the harvest is fully
ripe, reap the reward of your labors, and the same power which has sustained
the order in our midst be with you at the setting sun—for the true mason car-
ries with him his principles and practice, as a boon companion on a toilsome
way, and, like Ruth of old, he can say to them: ‘* Whither thou goest, I will
go; where thou diest, I will die; thy people shall he my pecople; and thy God
my God; the Lord do this and more also unto me, if aught but death part me
and thee. "

The past year has been particularly productive of events beneficial to the
order, and for which every true mason is grateful. The turbulent agitations
which have distracted the craft 1 different jurisdictions have been set at rest.
The oil has been poured upon the troubleq waters and they are still. The un-
happy differences which have existed for so long a time among our brethren of
New York, are amicably arranged, and the breach of jurisdiction in Canada is
closed, we hope forever. Ineach of these countries the craft have agreed to
recognize buft one controlling power and to work beneath but one grand head.

May they who have washed in the troubled pool, emerge like those who
bathed in Siloam, purified and cleansed. May the thistle, the rose and tho
shamrock, long bloom above the grave of buried strifes, and the rising sun shine
brightly on forgotten sorrows; let the mantle of oblivion full upon all such dis-
putes, and the seal of forgetfulness be stamped upon the mouth of cayil forever
and forever.

It is needless for me, at this time, and before so intelligent a body of masons,
to dilate upon the rise of the masonic order, the antiquity of the masonic ers,
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or the continuance of masonry throughout the wreck of political combinations,
and the strifes of rival nations; I need remind no one of you, that from the be-
ginning, the standard bearers of the order have been good men and true; that
foremost in our ranks have stood the patriarch, the warrior, tho statesman and
the scholar.

Nor is there aught new to tell you; how, that in the time long past, the breth-
ren of our craft worked for the common good, under the guidance of men who
atood high in the land, and who would not lend the intluence of their position to
anything derogatory to the best interests of the craft.

It is useless to make glad and proud your hearls, by recounting to you the
history of masonry; by telling of the glories it has won, and the bloodless vie-
tories it has achieved, or to make them sad by a mournful story of the persecu-
tions it has endured, and the dangers it has escaped. The past of masonry
needs no eulogy from me, and its future rests with us—but

“Trust no future, however pleasant,
Let the dead past bury its dead,
Act, act in the living present,
Heart within and God overhead.”

‘We in the present time are to guard the tenets of masonry from change, its
portals from the unworthy, and its laws from maladministration, and if those
tenets aro fully followed out, those doors securoly tiled, those laws completely
obeyed, it is not for me to tell you that under this dispensation, the good mason
must be the good man.

** The best men in all ranks and professions in life, are found crowding the
four thousand five hundred [0 which compose the thirty-six grand CZh of the
United States. Their names swell our rolls; their persons our professions pub-
lic and private. The federal exceutive, the president of the United States; the
vice-president; many of the members of the cabinet; the speaker of the house
of representatives; judges, governors and men in every public station; repre-
gentatives of all the gradations of society; the plain common sense of the nation,
the yeomanry; the bench and bar; the clergy; the mechanic; the seafaring
man; the tradesman; the soldier—all wear, without shame, the emblem of in-
nocence, which is the true badge of a mason, and handle, without confusion,
the implements of moral architecture.’”

1t may be proper at this time to call your attention to the relative position of
masonry with the world at large, and to set forth the position it occupies as an
integral part of the complex machinery which governs society. .When the
world was young, the old patriarch sitting in his tent door, gave commands to
his children, and his word was law. There was no appeal from his decision,
and with filial obedience his behests were respected and obeyed. But, when
thg world grew older, when time and change of scene had done their work,
making of mankind many families, and when these fumilies expanded into power
and took upon themselves the name of Nation; wlen the tribes of men armed
themselves for battle, and went forth to slanghter one another, then the great
necessity arose for government of another kind, and laws, with penalties attach-
ed, usurped the place of the old patriarchial sway. Then mammon, in its thous-
and forms, took its place among the ruling powers, and held its votaries by a
chain golden but infrangible.
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Community of thought called for concert of action to carry out its aims, and
the laws and societies of the earth made their appearance on the scene of ac-
tion. TForemost among them, both in autiguity and usefulness, arose the order
of which we are members. The secrets of science were confided to the few
and faithful, who, after years of patient toil and probation, reacled the ullima
thule of their ambition and became the miaster workmen. Among themselves
the brethren adopted the patriarchial system of government, and placed in
power some one of their number, well-fitted by age, experience and proficiency,
to be a ruler of his people. Mutual protection was the great controlling princi-
ple, and as all governments imply a tutilage of those governed, so masonry as-
sumed the character of its predecessors, and went forth upon its errand of good,
with that wolto of sterling worth, ** Do good unto all men, and remember it
more especially toward the houseliold of the faithful.”

From the commencement there were instituted distinetive signs and ceremo-
nials, so that none might receive peculiar benefits to which they were not enti-
tled. A peculiar garment was then adopted, but not for the purpose of osten-
tatious display. The white apron was worn at first from necessity, and then in
commemoration of the time when the members of the order wrought in the
quarries. It covers alike the breast of peasant and of king, and to its sway,
the crown of the one, and the bounnet of the other, bow in token of its fitness.
Who admnires less the natives of Peru who fall in defense of liberty und their
native land, because they were a half-clothed band ? who loves masonry the less
for the reason that its members are distinguished by the apron in its deep signif-
icance, more noble than the noble empire of the Incas, more priceless than all
the gold of Peru?

The order of Freemasonry, as we helieve, originated in the ancient times; but
since its foundation the necessity which called it forth has ceased to exist, and
in its place, but without disturbance of the ancient landmarks, has arisen an
institution whose objects are well understood by all of you.

The standard of requirements for a candidate in our order, are high, but as
like the archer who aims at a distant target elevates his range far above the
level, and thereby approaches nearer than he otherwise might have done, so a
standard of excellence above the attainment of ordinary men admits of an ap-
proximation which otherwise might not be reached.

We ought, as masons, to profit by the example of those gone before, and our
prayer should be like Klisha of old, upon whom fell the mantle of Elijah, that
looking upon the good deeds of our predecessors, we should ask that a double
portion of tho spirit fall upon us. As Blisha was transported and caught away
from mortal gaze, and his brother prophet looked on in wonder and admiration,
80 may we say, when a brother mason passes away from the things of carth to
that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, as his disenthralled
spirit catches its first glimpse of the heavenly temple and the glories of the
world to come, then may the yearning ery go forth as did that prophet's: '* My
father! my father! the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof.’’

As members of the order, we claim much for masonry, but no more than is
its just due. We say that in its theory it is the friend of every good, and the
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enemy of vice and wickedness; that the foundations of the order rest npon the
solid superstructure of true morality; that instead of being a foe to religion, it
is its constant companion and most ardent co-adjutor, and has been so, from the
remotest time. It is the friend of the poor and the destitute, and the enemy of
arrogance and inequality; the firm and unflinching advocate of loyalty and
patriotism, and the avowed and determined foe of disloyalty and rebellion.

The (3 of masong carries no banners, nor instruments of warfare; no blazon-
ed shields precede it; no warlike trappings mark its advocates, or members; the
shotted gun proclaims no victories for us; the bayonet and the sword in our
hands would rust, and the god of war would frown upon us for deeds of mur-
der left undone. It is the battle of principles we wage, and as we have gone
forward in our onward course, no man can say that masonry has ever been the
aggressor in any difference or dispute.

True, it has been often persecuted and reviled by those who were ignorant of
its tenets, but it has always acted the defensive part, and gone on in its mission
of doing good, even to those who thought to do it evil.

Such, my brethren, are some of the principles of our order, and if time did
not fail me, it would be a pleasing task to review them more at length, and to
dilate upon their peculiar beauties, to speak of the good effects produced by
them in all ages and in all countries.

The Arab, who has eaten salt with his enemy, bids him God speed upon a
journey in which he miglit otherwise have perished by an Ishmaelitish haund; so
magonry, by its simple signs and customs, ensures to its professors protection
and support.

It is our duty, as members of the order, as professors of such principles, as
workmen in that scicnce, to see well to it that the old customs are not infringed
upon, the old landmarks not effaced. From time immemorial they have come
down from [ to J, and, being in our custody, let us keep them safe.

It will not be many hours before we shall be once more called back from
these lLalls to the cares and duties of the world. Such a masonic meeting as
this, is like an oasis in the desert, from whence the traveler, for awhile refreshed,
starts out once more upon the dusty way, with a backward, lingering look upon
the pleasant spot which he has left. llere the weary wayfarers meet, whose
paths lie in different directions, and when the parting comes, a hearty ** God be
with you'' comes from the heart of each, and now from the breast of every
mason springs ‘‘ a heart-warm, fond adieu,”’ and the earnest wish that ecach
may carry with him to the outer world something of good he may have learned
within the temple’s walls. And as our present parting comes within a few brief
lhours, so, after n few brief years, at most, will come that final parting with all
the things of earth. Then, when the hand of time rests upon the dial of eternity,
and its finger points at the hour of low twelve in the midnight of a world
destroyed, may we part with friends and brothers with as reasonable a hope of
meeting again in the world to come.

Let us, then, mark well that we go not estray, and while laboring constantly
for tho elevation of the order, and the spread of its principles, look to it that
our own lives are pure and without reproach, so that at the end, when we are




1859.] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 1

called to rest from our labors in the O3 of earth, we may join that procession
which moves towards the beauteous temple, eternal in heaven, and swell the
shout which goes up like one voice: *‘Lift up your icads, O ye gates, and be
ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, that the King of tilory may come in. The
Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory.™

A. G. CLARKE, Grand Orafor.

Brother Chivington offered the following resolution, which
was unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That this Grand [ tender Grand Orator A. G. Clarke their thanks
for his beautiful and impressive oration just delivered before us.

Brother Armstrong, from committee on Masonic Jurispru-
dence, made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.«. W.-, Grand (3 of Nebroska :
The committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred that portion
of the Grand Master’s address proposing an amendment to the 5th paragraph of

our Rules and Regulations, respectfully recommend that the subject be laid
over until our next session.

GEO. ARMSTRONG, )
S. REDFIELD, Committee.
L. B. KINNEY, ;

Brother Furnas offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the representatives here assembled are hereby empowered and
authorized to enforce, in their respective {37, the work adopted by this Grand &

The business being all completed, after prayer by the Grand
Chaplain, the Grand O of Nebraska closed in ample form.

ROBERT C. JORDAN, Grand Master.

Roserr W. Furnas, Grand Secretary.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

ON

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

It is with pleasure that your committee, to whom was referred the task of
digesting the correspondence of your Grand body during the past year, report
that they arc in receipt of the printed proceedings of nearly all of the Grand
T8N of the Union, and in each jurisdiction this Grand (3 is recognized and
greeted with words of friendship and expressions of welcome.

Pervading the whole of this extended correspondence runs a spirit of congrat-
ulation in regard to the prosperity of the order wheresoever dispersed. And
from most of the [T come up to us words of sorrow, caused either by the
departure of some gifted and honored brother, or by evils which threaten the
order and which lie within the temple. Nearly all deplore the fact that not
enough care i3 exerciscd in admitting candidates; and in relation to non-affiliated
masons, the Grand Master of Maine uses this forcible language :

There is another subject of growing importance, which I deem it my duty to
allude to at the present time. There are, as is well known, a considerable
nnmber of masons within the precincts of many [, who do not associate them-
selves with their brother masons as such, and have no active participation in
the affairs of any particular ©3. This class, though small when compared with
the great hody of masons, is not beneath the notice and action of the Grand (33
under whose jurisdiction they live. [ am not prepared to impeach or call in
question the motives of those who, for reasons best known to themselves, have
seen fit to withdraw from the active spherc of masonic labor. There may be,
doubtless, in some few instances, such obstacles as to render an association with
any [J entirely impracticable; but we are well aware that, in the great majority
of cases, no excusc can be given, unless it be that of a flagging zeal or a penuri-
ous economy. These sutlers, ‘*who hang about the outskirts of our army,’’ are
always willing to reccive any advantages which they may derive from being
nominally associated with ns, but are never willing to contribute, by their hand
or their purse, towards the success or maintenance of the order. Various expe-
dients have been adopted, by different Grand CE0. to test the strength of their
attachment to our frateraity, and to determine delinitely the relations which they
should sustlain to the great body of acting masons. Insome States, it has been
proposed to lay a small tax upon them; in others, to allow them the privilege of
visiting any {3 within the jurisdiction of the Grand {3 once, and if after that
they unite with no {3, they are to be excluded altogether from such a privilege.
Without specifying any particular mode a3 preferable, I have held it my duty to
lay the subject before you for your consideration.

Doubtless there are no words in the masonic vocabulary strong enough to
express our disapprobation of the course of those who thus wilfully remain out-
side the pale of local jurisdiction; and while we are bound to recognize them as

belonging to the body of masonry, let us make them understand, in a quiet and
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brotherly manner, that they are chariy masons, dependent upon the good will
and long suffering of our order, the spirit of which they cannot appreciate, and
whose teachings they either cannot comprehend, or elso set utterly at naught.

The subjeet of a General Grand {3 has, in some quarters, been again revived;
some intelligent masons still insist that masonic politics could be improved by
the formation of such a body; but it is still the opinion of your committee that
the Grand T of the various States and Territories are supreme wighin their
separate jurisdictions, and that it is inexpedient for this Grand O3 to enhance the
intricacy of masounic jurisprudence, by assisting to create a power above itself,
and endowing it with a position in which it might usurp authority dangerous to
the well-being of the order.

Your committee leave the question whether a General Grand O would be an
innovation upon the landmarks, to masoniz jurists; but we are strongly of the
opinion that the bencfits to be derived from such an institution would be more
than counterbalanced by the evils which would eventually result therefrom.

The labors of acommittee on Foreign Correspondence are necessarily onerous
and severe. The brief time allowed your committee to complete their report,
must serve as the apology for whatever errors of judgment have been committed.

1t is a source of much gratification to observe, that the practice is growing
more universal year by year, of bringing before the eyecs of every mason a syn-
opsis of the proccedings of other Grand [ than his owu. Such a course, if
properly pursucd and judiciously managed, cannot fail of becoming an important
source of masonic information to those who might otherwise have remained in
ignorance of the transactions and conclusions of the more intelligent masons in
other jurisdictions.

ALABAMA.

Your committee acknowledge the receipt of the printed proceedings of the
Grand (3 of this State, held at Montgomery, December 7th, 1857, and at the
same pluce December 6th. 1858; M.-. W.-. J. McCaleb Wiley, Grand Master.
We are indebted to the committee on Foreign Correspondence for an able and
impartial report, and at the same time for a flattering notice of this Grand

The proceedings of the first Annnal Communication, for 1858, of the Grand
O of Nebraska, held at Nebraska City, Wednesday, June 2d, 1858, have been
received.

Upon examining the pamphlet, we have been delighted with the evidence
everywhere found, of a young, healthy, vigorous Grand O3, springing into exist-
ence as it were in a day, and yet filled with able, discreet and learned brethren.

The Grand Master, in his annnal address, takes strong grounds against non-
affiliated mas~ns, and against the right of a mason unaffiliated with any O to still
claim the peculiar privileges of a tnason. We take the liberty of presenting his
argument entire:

It is with some reluctance that I approach the subject of non-affiliated masons;
but my couvictions of duty and of the great wrong thesoe brethren are reflecting
upon the character, usefulness, and funds of the order, impels me to it; and I
earnestly recommend that such legislation may he had as will place them in their
proper position before the fraternity and the world. The idea of dimission is g
modern one, and an anomaly in Masonry. You might as well say that a dimitted
shurch member was still a member of the church, or that a stock-liolder in g
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bank or insurance company, who had sold out his stock, was entitled to dividends,
as to say that a dimitted mason i still a mason, and entitled to masonic benefits
and privileges; for I hold that *“'if he will not work, neither shall he eat.”” But,
say some, masonry is a voluntary association, and a member has a perfect right
to withdraw whenever he sees fit. For the sake of the argnment, I will admit
the truth of this position, and in reply ask if it is only woluniary so far as the
dimitting member is concerned? And are the contributing members and (5h
bound to recognize him and his? to contribute to his support, and give him
funeral honors? or can they not voluriarily withdraw [rom him also? The idea that
he can sever his connection witli the (3, and the [ not be able to sever its con-
nection with or obligation to him, is, to my mind, most unnatural and unjust.
But I deny that masonry is a voluntary association to the extent claimed for it
by these over-lenient brethren; for Chapter VI., Section 8, of the ‘‘General
Regulations of Ancient York Masgong,’ says: ‘‘No set or number of masons shall
withdraw or separate themselves from the T3 in which they were made, or after-
wards admitted members, unless the (1 become too nunerous; nor even then,
without a dispensation from the Grand Master or his deputy; and when thus
separated, they must immediately join themselves to such other (31 as they
shall like best, who are willing to receive them; or else procure the Grand
Master's warrant to join in forming a new C3.'" And in the charges approved in
1722, Chapter IX., Article IIL., it is said that ‘‘A CJis a place where masons
meet; hence that assembly, or duly organized society of masons, is called a O,
and every brother ought to belong to one, and to be subject to its by-laws and
the gencral regulations.”’ Brother Bierce, Past Grand Master of Ohio, says :
*‘Once a member of a (7, he must continue so until he connects himself with
some other (Z1."'  Again: *‘If a dimit is to exonerate a brother from the duties
of a mason, it should exoncrate the (3 from all liability to him; in other words,
if it suspends all allegiance and duty on his part to the O3, it should also suspend
his claims for all corresponding benefits from the institution.”” And Brother
Robert Morris, Grand Master of Kentucky, in u work of great merit now being
published, says: ‘‘The severance of the connection between the Master Mason
and his (O (a connection which is vitally important to his masonic character and
usefulvess, and which is urgently required in the ancient charges) is denominated
non-affiliation. It i3 a great evil, and has done more, in modern times, to dis-
honor the masonic institution, and weaken the bonds of the masonic covenant,
than any other innovation. Inmany places the number of non-affiliating masons
eqnals that of the affiliated, thus crushing them under such dead weight as to
render it morally impossible for them to carry on the masonic building. Non-
affiliation should be discouraged by every means at the command of the order.
Grand [ should fulminate decrees against it, forbidding any masonic beuefits
or attentions being hestowed on non-affiliating masons living, and any masonic
honors when dead. The by-laws and usages of subordinate (5 should point-
edly discountenance them while in that condition ; at the same time present
every allurement to them to affiliate. They should he forbidden to visit the &3
more than once or twice, or admitted to the public demonstrations of the order,
its festivals, funerals, &c., under any circumstances, nor aided from the (3 funds,
nor introduced to masons as brethren. They are, masonically, outlaws, while
in their condition of voluntary estrangement, and should be treated as such.’

That, we think, is the true ground to take, and the Grand Master of Alabama
has done well his duty in thus fearlessly uttering those sterling words of masonic
law.

The committes on Foreign Correspondence recommend the adoption of the
following resolution :

Resolved, That we hail with pleasure our new sister Grand (1 of Nebraska,
and trust ever to keep with her a fraternal correspondence.
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CONNECTICUT.

The Grand CJof this State convened in New Haven, May 12, 1858, M.-.
W. . William L. Brewer, Grand Master, whose address consists chiefly of a
record of his official acts. During the year, the Grand Master made the following
decisions :

The proper color of a Master Mason’s regalia is blue, not red.

No :]@_j should publish their expulsions.

Vacancies in office from death, dimit, or expulsion, should be filled by appoint-
ment pro tem., not election.

The Grand (3 does nol. recognize so-called side degrees as any part of masonry.

A O has no right to investigate the justness of an expulsion in another juris-
diction ; nor has it the right to receive the petition of an expelled mason, and
give him the degrees again.

The fact that a man has been a clundestine mason, if he was imposed on and
is in every other respect a good man, does not prevent lLim from being made a
legal mason.

The action of the Grand (3, affirming the restoration of an expelled mason, is
necessary, if they have affirmed his expulsion; otherwise, not.

The Grand Secretary, in Lis report on Foreign Correspondence, extends to
this Grand O a hearty welcome.

The appeal in the case of Kilbourn ads. Carter occupies a considerable space
in the proceedings. One of the charges against Carter was :

That said Carter, on or about the 8th day of January, 1857, in the C room
and during (3 hours, called Brother J. Kilbourn a **d——d ass and a d ad
fool!"?

Without venturing to criticise the action of our brethren of Connecticut, we
think their condnet in sustaining the expulsion of the offender worthy of all

praise.
DELAWARE,

Sends us the reports of four Grand (3 Commnnications, held during the year
1858, successively, at Wilmington, June 28th, and July Tth: at Dover, January
29th; at Delaware City, June 16th; at Georgetown, August 17th, A. D. 1858.

The proceedings before us contain a plain record of the official business trans-
acted by the Grand (0. It would be a source of gratification if the craft in that
State would follow the practice now almost universal among Grand (2, of pub-
lishing the minutiee of all their proceedings, as we doubt not that the craft would
be benefitted by the perusal thereof.

FLORIDA.

We acknowledge with great pleasure the receipt of the proceedings of this
Grand [ held at Tallahasse, January 10, A. D. 1859, M.-. W.-. Thos. Y. Hen-
ry, Grand Master.

The Grand Master thus refers to an evil of the gravest nature:

I would call the attention of this Grand body to an evil, which I fear is in-
creasing to an extent already injurious to many of the craft, and the cause of
masonry: It is intemperance—the corner stone of almost every vice. Temper-
ance, as intelligent masons, you are all aware, is one of the cardinal virtnes
of masonry, and should be cherished and practiced as such, by us all, at all
times and at all places, or we must bear our part of the burden of reproach
which attaches to such a vice. I hope this Grand body will enact some law
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making it specially imperative upon the proper officers of the several Subordin-
ate (7 to take prompt and decisive action on this subject.  Vaguo or abstract
resolutions wili not do; the attack is now acute, and the treatment should be
prompt and vigorous.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence present an able report of seventy
pages ia which they frecly and ably discuss the current questions of masonic
policy and jurisprudence. They say of our Grand (3, and of the refusal of
the Grand O of New York to recognize us at its last communication, as fol-
lows :

We regret that our young sister in the Northwest did not also receive our
proceedings, for they may be assured that their brethren in the South will as
cordially extend to them a fraternal greeting as any of their sister Grand T,
and wish them God speed in their noble work. We observe that the Corres-
ponding Committee of New York object to the recognition of this new Grand =,
because it is reported that the Grand officers were installed by a brother who is
styled ‘¢ Most Enxcellent’’ which we suppose a misnommer of the Grand Secrelary,
in which opinion we are strengthened when we look at the list of Grand (gh
which have so promptly recognized her. But we believe this very Committee
of New York, in this report, recommends recognition of ‘‘the Ancient Grand
3 of Canadn,’ whose Grand Master was installed by v Provinciel Grand Mas-
ter. Seeing this young sister in the Northwest is the dawhler of three mothers,
whose consent to her throwing off the leading-strings does not appear to have
becn obtained, we suppose for consistency’s sake, our very particular brethren
of New York Committee, wonld have reqnired some explanation on that point
of the masonic law.

In return for the wurm welcome extended to us by our Southern sister, your
committee would express the hope that the fraterual communication so recently
opened shall continue forever pure as our northern snows, and bright as her own
everglades.

INDIANA.

The brethren of this jurisdiction assembled in Grand (O at the Masonic Hall
in the city of Indianapolis, on the 24th day of May, 1858; M. . W.-. Solomon
D. Bayless, Grand Master.

'The committee on Correspondence recognizes this Grand CJ by resolution:

Resolved, That the newly formed Grand O3 of the Territory of Nebraska be

recognized by this Grand (3, and made truly welcome to an equal standing
among American Grand O,

In relation to the Mount Vernon schewme, a special commiltee report as fol-
lows :

The select committee to whom was referred so much of the Grand Master’s
address as relates to the purchase of Mount Vernon and the tomb of Washing-
ton, respectfully submit the following report:

From an examination of the papers submitted to them in relation to the sub-
jeet, which consist of a couple of communications from the Grand 3 of
Virginia, nddressed to the Grand (3 of this State, it appears that in 1856 an as-
sociation of ladies was formed in Virginia for the purpose of raising money to
purchase Mount Vernon, which, in 1856, was ineorporated by an act of the
legislature of that State, under the name of the ** Ladies’ Mount Vernon Asso-
ciation.”’ On the 6th of April last this association bargained with John A.
Washington, the present owner of the Mount Vernon estate, for the purchase of
two hnndred acres of the estate, including the residence and grave of his illus-
trious namesake, for the sum of two hundred thousand dollars. The payments
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were arranged as follows: Cash down, $18,000; $57,000 to he paid the 1st of
January, 1859; $41,000 to he paid the 22d day of February, 1860; $41,000 to
be paid February 224, 1861; and $41,000 to be paid February 22d, 1862. The
deferred payments to bear interest from date, and possession to remnain with Mr.
Washington until paid in full, with the proviso of obtaining possession at any
time on paying the entire amount of purchase, thirty days notice being required
of such intention.

Tle Association are in possession of funds sufficient to meet the first payment
of 57,000, January 1, 1859; aad one of the circulars expresses the confident
expectation that the whole amount of purchuase money will be raised by the 22d
of February following, and possession taken.

By the terms of the act of incorporation, the Association are empowered to
make the purchase, but are forbidden to alienate the land, or any part thereof,
or to lease the same, without the consent of the Geueral Assembly of Virginia
first had and obtained; and if, from any cause, the said Association shall cease
to exist, the lands shall revert to the commonwealth of Virginia.

In the Grand 3 of Virginia, December 15, 1857, a plan was suggesled to
secure the co-operation of the masonic fraternity in this enterprise. A com-
mittee was appointed 1o consider the subject, who reported a series of resolutions
to the effect that the subordinate T35 of that jurisdiction be requested to con-
tribute the sum of one dollar for eachh member towards the proposed fund for
the purchase of Mount Vernon, but which is not to be called for until the subject
has been submitted to the sister Grand O3 of the United States, and their
co operation secured  They speak of it as -* the purchase of Mount Vernon by
the masonic fraternity in the United States, and the presentation of that vene-
rated domain to the State of Virginia.™

Your commitiee are unwilling to recommend a poll tax of one dollar upon the
masonic fraternity of Indiuna, for the purpose named, and under the circum-
stances thus detailed. Tliey yield to none in a proper veneration of the charac-
ter of Washington, and would hesitate at no expense to preserve his ashes from
profanation, threatened them. That the Mount Vernon estate should be in the
hands of another than the present owner, the fact of his asking a price for it so
enormously beyond ils real value, furnishes indubitable proof But the Asso-
cialion whicli was specially organized for the purpose, under the auspices of the
ladies of Virginia, seems, from the best information your committee are in pos-
session of, to be amply sufficient to effect that end. Although they cannot but
regard the proposition to levy a general contribution throughout the country for
the purcliase of property which it is expected ultimately to be passed into the
possession of the State of Virginia, as rather the reverse of modest, and could in
better taste have been effected by an appropriation from the treasury of that
ancient commonwealth; yet, in order that the custody of the remains of the
Father of his Country slionld he laken from one so unworthy of the sacred
charge as the present owner of Mount Vernon, they would be willing to recom-
mend the proposed contribution to all who are able to pay it, as individuals;
but they must respectfully decline such a recommendation to the craft.

While the grave of Joseph Hamilten Davies, and other distinguished masons,
upon the battle-field of Tippeeanoe, remain unmarked by a single stone, it would
be, in thie last degree. unsecmly in the masons of Indiana to levy a contribution
upon even themselves for the purpose proposed by the Grand 3 of Viruinia,
which, however apparently laudable in its designs, i3 for the sole immediate
henelit of a citizen of that State, and the ultimate benefit of the Stute itself.”?

And we find also the report of a committee which enunciates a new and
strange doctrine, and one which, in the opinion of vour comniittce, strikes a
blow at one of the ancient landmarks of the order:

The committee on Unlinished Business report that they find, on page 18 of
the proceedings of last year, the following report and resolution:
** The select committee to whom was referred so much of the M.© W.:. Grand
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Master's address as relates to the trial of the Grand Master and Masters of sub-
ordinate [y, have given the subject that consideration which the limited time
at their cominand would permit.  They have approached the subject with great
diffidence, knowing that they would he obnoxious to the charge of trespassing
upon old established und long received opinions relative to the rights and pre-
rogatives of Masters of Cgf. who by many have been considered to be entirely
beyoud the reach of the over which they preside.

** Your committee, however, think that while this opinion is, to some extent,
correct, yet there is a marked distinction to be druwn between the official acts
of the Master, for the faithful performance of which he is amenable to the Grand
O alone, and acts of moral delinquencies, for which he ought to be, and we
think is, amenable to the 03 of which he is & member—who are, doubtless, as
compelent to judge as well of the character of the offense, and the punishment
that should be inflicted, as the Grand O ean be. While we entertain these
views in regard to Masters of subordinate Cch. we cannot perceive why the
elevation of a brother to the office of Grand Muster should place him beyoud
the reach of that moral discipline by the subordinate 3 of which he is a mem-
ber, to which every other brother is and ought to be subject.

** While we readily admit that a subordinate =1 has no supervision over the
official acts of its Master, or of the Grand Master, yet we must maintain that
they are amenable to the subordinate T of which they are members, for any
violation of the great moral code which every mason is bound to observe and
obey. and which it is the imperative duty of every (3 to enforce among its
wmembers, whether their station be high or low—whether they be Master or
member.

** We believe that all Tz, whether Grand or subordinate, would bear long
with the delinquencies of their presiding officer, rather than attempt discipline;
vet, when forbearance ce:uses to be a virtue, there ought to be a remedy some-
where, and that remedy, we think, can be placed in no safer hands than the
@3 of which the delinquent i3 2 member, and which is responsible to the great
masonic family for the moral rectitude of those brethren who are placed under
their inmediate care.

“* Your comunittee, helioving that Masters of Grand and subordinate (37
ought to be subject to the discipline of the 3 of which they are members, for a
violation of any duty other thaun that growing out of their official duties, have
instructed me to report the following regulations, and ask their adoption by the
Grand .3 as ‘New Regulations® for the government of Masters of Grand and
subordinate (9 in this jurisdiction:

‘ist. It shall be competent for the subordinate (3 of which the Grand
Muster is a member, to try, and expel or suspend him, for any unmasonic con-
duet not growing out of his official duties; and when expelled or suspended, his
office of Grand Master shall be vacated, and the officer next in rank shall il
the office.

s+9d. Subordinate 037 shall have power to try and expel or suspend their
Master for any unmasonic conduct not growing out of the discharge of his official
duties. When the Master of a (3Jis under trial, the officer next in rank, or
some Past Master, to be designuted by him, shall preside.  When the Master of
a3 is expelled or suspeuded, the officer next in rauk shall succeed to the
station.

*30. The Grand Master and Masters of subordinate O are answerable
only to the Grand O for acts growing out of their official duties."’

Iu relation to this matter, your committee desire to be as brief and yet as
plain as possible.  Our limited time has not cnabled us to examine it in the light
of precedents, so far as we should desire to do, and therefore we cannol say
how well the plan proposed has operated in jurisdictions where it has been
adopted. So far as we have looked over the various masonic publications,
however, we cannot find u single precedent to sustain it, nor can any of the
intelligent brethren present with us this week, with whom we have consulted,
furnish us one. This is to us an argument almost conclusive against it.
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Your committee are not able to draw the distinction snggested in the proposi-
tion before us, between the official and other acts of :v presiding officer. EKvery
act of a presidiag officer may be attacked by ignorance or malice, and ignorance
and malice are notoriously blind. Who is to decid.+ the character of an act,
save the presiding officer himself? e is the more euightened party. He per-
forms Lis duties under a peculiar obligation as a Past Master. His honor and
credit are staked upon the issue. He is placed, by position, above any personal
feeling in the matter, and is, therefore, better qualitied to judge whether his
decision is in accordance with his official duties; and if there is no party to decide
whetlier his acts are official or non-official, there is no legal ground for charges
against him. Your committee will simply add, that in the preseut coudition of
masonry, when the iostitution is suffering in every part by the evil conduect of
unworthy members, and Grand gy everywhere are demanding that the reins
of discipline he more tightly drawn, and the temple purged of its improper
material, it i3 no time to strike at a principle—the personal irresponsibility of
Masters—which. more than any other, gives power to the hand of discipline.

Your committee regard the ‘*New Regulations'’ proposed by the conmittee,
and reported at the last Grand Communication, as being vague and imperfect,
and, if adopted, would be a violation of the aucient usages of masonry.

Your comniittee would, therefore, offer the following resolution :

Resolved, That the report and “‘New Regulations’' submitted at the last Grand
Communication, be not coucurred in.

Brother Benj. Newland moved to strike out the word “*not’’ in the last line.

Brother Downy moved to add the words ‘‘and new regulations adopted.”’

Which amendinents were concurred in, and the resolution, as amended, was
adopted.

In relation to the office of Grand Master, and concerning his prerogatives and
powers, your committee would refer 1o the treatise on Masonic Law, trom the
pen of that able magonic jurist, Brother Albert G. Mackey, of South Carolina.
He there lays down the law, (page 35, Mackey's Treatise).

There can be no doubt but that this is the true doctrine, and that the theory
of the Grand (73 of Indiana is untenable and futile, and that practice under that
theory would be impossible.

So long as he ocecupies the chair, the dictates of the Graud Master are
supreme: and he would, of course, rule any motion to expel him to he out of
order, thus rendering impotent any attempt to dethrone him.

The principle of strict and absolute ohedience to the behests of the Master in
matters masonic, is the very foundation wpon which is reared the structure of
masonic law, and the strength of masonic policy.

ILLINOIS.

The Grand (3 convened at Springficld, on the 5th day of October, 1858; M. -,
W.-. Harrison Dills, Grand Master, who presents an interesting report. consist-
ing chiefly of a record of official acts. He recommends that a committee be
appointed to purchase a suitable site and make arrangements for the building of
a masonic hall.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence presents a report of over forty
pages, and a favorable recognition of this Grand 3. The Grand Secretary
notices the strictures of the Grand (J of New York in regard to the clerical error
which made the M.-. K.-. Brother . A. W. Buck the installing officer of the
Grand 3 of Nebraska, in place of M.'. W.'. Brother I. A. W. Buck, Grand
Master of the Grand (3 of Illinois. We would inform the Grand Secretary that
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it was i clerical error of a single word, which led the Grand (3 of New York to
adopt such a resolution:

M.:. W.o. Ira A. W. Buck was elected Grand Master, and issued among other
edicts the following in relation to non-affiliated masons:

Drar BretHrEN: I eall your attention to Sections 22, 23 and 24 of the By-
Laws recently adopted by the Grand (3, entitled **Non-afiiliated Masons.”

It is the duty of every worthy Master Mason to belong to some regular (3.
Non-atftiliation, beyond a necessary length of time, should not be his fault, but
should be the result of rejection by the (3 to which he applies for membership.
The great immigration to Illinois for several years past, and the constunt change
of residence in this State, have thrown a large number of masons within the
jurisdiction of nearly every (3, but in fict members of no ). They are sharing
none of the burdens which they have covenauted to bear; they are contributing
nothing to sustain the Grand (3 or its subordinates, to whose rules and govern-
ment they are solemnly bound; and yet they are in a position to exercise great,
and, often, a controlling, influence amoug the fraternity where they dwell,

The Grand 3 has deereed that this shall be so no longer. I have, there-
fore, resolved to recommend to the soveral [7H having jurisdiction over this
matter to take the following steps:

1. Tt is my order, that all such non-affiliated Master Masons as reside within
your jurisdiction bo immediately furnished with a copy of said sections above
named, in order that they may be fully informed as to their liabilities, privileges
and rights.

2. I recommend that all such non-affiliated Master Masons be requested to
aprly for membership 1n some (3 in their town or neighborhood, before the first
day of June next; and that no steps be taken to enforee the collection of dues
until that time.

3. That all such as do not petition for membership, and all whose applications
miy be rejected, be required to pay the dues prescribed by said by-laws, within
the month of June next.

4. That all such as may remain unaffiliated, and do not pay their dues within
the month of June next, he summoued to appear at the next meeting, and show
causce why they should not be suspended.

5. No cause will be valid but indigence. The same rule which would govern
you iu remitting the dues of iudigent members, should govern you in such cases.
Excuse no one who is able to pay.

6. In case any brother is not excused, and he should still refuse or neglect to
pay his dues, it is your duty to suspend him, and report the same, with the reason
thercfor, to the Grand .

1. It is the duty of every Worshipful Master of a (3 having any jurisdiction
over non-affiliated masons, to have said regulations carried into effect. T shall
require an efficient and vigorous discharge of that duty at their hands.

IOWA.

We have before us the proceedings of ths Grand &3 at a Communication held
at Des Moines, on the 1st day of June, 1858. M.:. W. . J. F. Sunford, Grand
Master, delivered a lengthy and interesting address, from which we extract the
following :

Tho influence exerted by financial convulsions and distress, in disturbing the
conditions of society, has not affected the peaceful and steady progress of our
order m this State Notwithstanding the increased care with which our doors
have been gunarded, no year since the organization of our Grand (=) has been
signalized by a more vigorous and rapid growth in the increase of our (3 or
membership. [ am aware that the voice of warniug, as it is called, has been
raised throughout the country against this rapid addition to our numerical strengtl,
and many forebodings of evil results have found expression from eminent and
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devoted brethren. But whilst [ am willing that these alarms shall be sounded
in our sister jurisdictions, 1 cannot reconcile it with wy seuse of truth to be their
echo here. Organic peculiarities impoel some minds constantly to seek out the
defects in human society and government, and this disposition, often constituting
an infrmity of genius, will naturally exaggerate the causes of censure, whilst
the claims of excellence or virtue are passed over in silence, or at most alluded
to in terms of trembling confidence. It is to some such quality as this I attrib-
ute the declaration in so many of the reports and addresses to our grand bodies,
which represent our order as on the brink of danger, resulting from imperfect or
reckless adiministration of its affuirs. Careful observation respeeting the practi-
cal working of our fraternal system has given me faith in the efficacy of masonic
government, and I am convinced that the disciplinary influence of our ancient
customs and landmarks, which serve as the basis of our legislation, as well as
the animating principle of our ceremonials, is fully adequate to sustain and
transmit unimpaired to future generations, the usefuluess and glory of our insti-
tution. We have no evidence that our brethren of this jurisdiction have proved,
or that they are likely to prove, recrcant to the obligations imposed upon them
by our sacred aud immemorial constitutions. On the contrary we believe they
are penetrated by the sentiment of that eternal truth which declares that it is
not in the power of any man or set of men to make innovations upon the bedy
of masonry, and that the internal economy of our (& fully justifies the remark
that no principles of human action or government are more faithfully guarded
than are those to which this declaration applies. Although this is the great
foundation of our confidence in the stability of our institution, other things con-
tribute to its strength We have confidence in the general integrity of men.
Moral obliquity as well as criminal practices often mar the fair estimate which
charity encourages respecting the character of this world, yet with the worst
view which misanthropy can portray, are associated elements of dignity, noble-
ness and virtue, which, in every legitimate department of human pursuit,
greatly predominate. The disposition formed by the possession of these quali-
ties is that which impels men toward virtuous affiliation, and even excluding all
idea of the efficacy of our principles and discipline in making men wiser and
better, this fact is a strong guaranty of our unity and durability.

In conclusion, he says:

Brethren of the Grand [, our work is not done when we have finished the
labors of this Annual Communication. The principles and virtues of Freema-
sonry, like the great lights in the constellation of heaven, should shine through
the surrounding darkncss wherever a [aithful mason makes his way. It is not
enough that we declare ourselves through the usual forms, Free and Accepted
Masons. The mighty principles embodied in our system of benevolence we
should cultivate and extend.

We are sure of being prosperous and useful, so long as our lives aro inaccord-
ance with our professions. Let us leave the hallowed scenes of this grand com-
munication with renewed determination to study masonry as a science, and
practice its virtues as a sacred duty. 'The sunshine will then rest upon our
path; verdant fields und flowery lawns will ravish our sight: sweet waters will
gush forth from the flinty rocks to refresh us; and having attained the deep re-
cesses of the inner temple, and become familiar with the form thereof, we will
understand the wisdom, possess the strength and admire the beawly which support
and keep bright and glowing the fuir portions of our great moral edifice.

The report of the Foreign Correspondence committee presents an able review
of the proceedings of thirty-four Grand CZ3, our own among the number. They
thus speak of the duty of the standing cominittee on Foreign Correspondence:

They consider the duty of a Committee on Foreign Correspondence to be of

a far higher nature than merely to chronicle the doings of the order. It is by its
position called on to challenge every new and strange idea, and not to suffer it
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to pass until by due trial and strict examination it may have deiermined its
character and its elaims to be recognized as corrcet and worthy to be received.
In no other way can heresy, false doctrino and innovation be so surely shut out
of our order, as by a faithful and careful performunco of duty by commiitecs on
foreign correspondence; and that brother, and that Grand 23 who finds fault
with them for reviewing the action of the Grand (g7 and ecriticising the decis-
ions of Grand Masters, must either have a high estimate of perfectibility of
human wisdom, or a low valuation of masonic purity. Grand Masters and
Grand (&0 are but human, and nothing will be more likely to make them care-
ful how they decide, and what they enact, than the knowledge that their action
is not confined to their own cirele, but that they are surrounded with an amphi-
theatre of anxious and interested observers, who watch every movement and
discuss every decision, and that, though they may be the ultimate tribunal in
their own jurigdiction, they themselves will be tried by a higher—by the whole
united brotherhood.

An interesting feature conmected with the proceedings, was an oration by
Bro. Robt. Morris, the zealous and ubiquitous Grand Master of Kentucky. He
concludes as follows:

The ordinary eye, gazing upon our fair proportions, our numerous votaries and
defenders, can detect no tlaw. To the ear, the inasonic songs are songs of
triumph and victory. Iverything promises perpetunity to its honor and useful-
ness, and the orator of 1858 but echoes the popular sentunent when he predicts
**unchangeable prosperity to Freemasonry as the necessary result of its
unchangeable principles.”” My mission for vears has carried me with restless
foot from one side of the great temple of American masonry to the other, and I
can testify that the seeming prosperity of Freemasonry in Towa is but on a par
with that of every other of her thirty-five sisters in the great work; that the
countenances, glowing with brotherly love, which 1 see around me, are but the
counterparts of one hundred and sixty thousand suel, who make up the mem-
bership of Awmerican [h.

But if history, and especially masonic history, is to be regarded, this prosperity
ig, in the highest degree, specious. Our hopes of perpetuity, based upon our
past labors, aro without solid foundation, and we stand upon the eve of a erisis
similar to that which tried and weighed and found wanting the professions of
our masonic fathers. We have built up the temple with ** untempered mortar,’’
and we must look for the ‘' overflowing shower,”’ the ‘‘great hail-stones '’ and
the ‘' stormy wind torend it.’’ The cement of knowledge is wanting in our
work. The history of the craft, so thrilling in its details, the philosophy and
Jurisprudence of the institution, so perfoct in their stricture, are alike unknown
and unregarded. Until within the last three years, and since the commence-
ment of the publication of the Universal Masonic Library, it was rare to find a
mason in possession of any masonic work, as it is still rare to find one acquainted
with its contents.

Who shall predict the moment when this perilous crisis shall come upon us?
The darkness of the atmosphere, the low murmuring of distant thunder, and the
oppression with which all nations seem troubled, are so many indications of a
coming storm, which the wise man will not disregard. The crumbling of the
wally predicts a specdy end 1o the edifice, and the wise man hastens to vacate
it. The gaining leak, and the settling of the keel into deep water, threaten a
speedy submersion of the gallant ship, and the mariners hasten to their boats
and pull for life, for dear life. But we, although we may see the impending
danger, cannot tly from it. As masons, we are the edifice—we are the ship—
and cannot fly. The distant signals are visible. Mark them, my intelligent
brethren. To the critical eye they are manifest in the withdrawal, by dimission,
of tens of thousands of masons, embracing much of the intelligence and moral
worth of the order; in the carelessness with which the institution is regarded by
many of its votaries; in the lengthy catalogues of suspensions and expulsions,



1859. | GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA . 83

announced year by year by all our Grand CE: and in the springing up of fungus
societies around us, in which, shame to say, many masons are found, to the pro-
portionate neglect of their proper ealling. These signs point to the crisis which
has been predicted. They are unerring indicia of a day and an hour when the
craft will he rent to picces as by the whirlwind of God’s wrath, unless measures
speedy and effectual are adopted to cement tho walls of the institution together.

And that cement i8 knowledge. Masonry presupposes a love of knowledge in its
votaries; their earliest attention is directed towards the liast, as the source of
masonic light; they are all their life long seekers of ‘‘more light.”* Aslight. then,
enters into the very purpose and title and improvements of the craftsmen, so light
is the only remedy for the evils which now assuredly threaten a dissolution of the
order. Without 4¢, *‘Ichabod’’ will again be written above our portals, as it was
written thirty years since; with #, the walls may be strengthened to endure all
that can be brought,to bear against them.

KANSAS.
The Grand O of Kansas convened at Leavenworth, October 18, 1858, M. -.
W.-. R. R. Rees, Grand Master. Six {37 were represented. In his address,
the Grand Master thus lays down the law concerning a certain rule of masonry :

I unhesitatingly proclaim the right of every mason to withdraw from his affili-
ation with a (). whenever he may please, if he be worthy, free from charges,
and not indebted to the 32; and T conceive all legislation which shall tend to
ostracise a mason on account of non-affiliation to be in violation of ancient usages,
in derogation of masonic vights, and us tending to modernize our ancient institu-
tion. I regard the great distinetive mark between this and every other order or
association to be, that ‘‘once a masou, always so;"' and though expulsion or
suspension may preclude commmnnion with a mason, and correctly so, yet until
conviction and expulsion or suspension, he remains a brother and can claim the
social benefits of masonry, even though he may not be worthy of assistance; for
this the mason or the 3 must determine when he makes his application for relief.
When he unites himself with a [ he must obey its laws, and disebedience may
subject him to even the extremest penalty of expulsion: nor having once become
amenable, can he relieve himself by a dimit while under charges. It is true that
a non-affiliated mason, for a violation of the general laws of masonry, or for un-
masonic conduct, may be dealt with, and ought to be expelled; but the mere
conventional regulations of a3 can apply to its own members only, and not to
the various branches of the great family of the descendants of the ancient Gib-
lemites, who are without the confines of the =3,

Brother Chas. Mundee, chairman of committee on Foreign Correspondence,
gives a review of the proceedings of twenty-five Grand O3 in a brief manncr.
It is with gratification that your committee are enabled to exchange fraternal
correspondence with the Grand 3 of our sister Territory.

KENTUCKY.

The Grand Annual Communication of this Grand {3 was held in the city of
Lexington, on Monday, October 11, A. L. 5858.

The M.-. W.-. Philip Swigert, Grand Master, after a recital of his official acts,
reviews several mooted questions of masonic policy. Of the Universal Masonic
Congress, he says:

I have also, from Brother Dove, as one of the American committee .of the
TUniversal Masonic Congress, which met at Paris two years since, a second
circular, which I likewise submit to your consideration. Our Grand @, on all
occasions heretofore, opposed with stern denial the forming of Grand bodies
superior to those of State Grand (37, and I would certainly recommend that we
decline to participate in the present.
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The committee on Foreign Correspondence, in speaking of the ‘‘New Regula-
tions’" of the State of Indiana, says:

The Grand O of Indiana, like our own, has experienced the necessity of hav-
ing some mode of enabling a subordinate 3 to try its Master for ubmasonic
conduct, not growing ont of the discharge of his official duties. The following
regulations, on this subject, offered at & previous communication, and laid over
for consideration until the present year, were adopted:

1st. It shall be competent for the subordinute [, of which the Grand Mas-
ter is & member, to try and expel or suspend him for any unmasonic condunet not
growing out of his official duties, and when expelled or suspended, his office of
Grand Master shall be vacated, and the officer next in rank shall fill the office.

2d. Subordinate [ shall have power to try and expel or suspend their
Master for any unmasonic couduet not growing out of his official duties. When
the Master of a (2 is under trial, the officer next in rauk, or some Past Master,
to be designated hy him, shall preside. When the Master of a (3 is expelled or
suspended. the officer next in rank shall succeed to the station.

3d. The Grand Master and Masters of subordinate CZ are answerable only
to the Grand O for acts growing out of their official duties.

With the principle educed in the first of these regulations, we cannot coincide.
It is, in our opinion, subversive of every idea of masonic supremacy. It in
effect permits the members of a subordinate to depose the Grand Muster, and
place anotlier in office. We look upon the second resolution as an experiment,
and will await with interest its workings.

The same committee, reviewing the proceedings of our Grand (O, say:

Thus has a new star risen on our masonic firmament, which we welcome
among the bright galaxy of American Grand (. As we find the proceedings
perfectly regular, we offer a resolution for adoption, extending to her the right
hand of fellowship, and welcoming her as an independent Grand (3.

Resolved, That the Grand .3 of Kentucky lheroby extends the right hand of
fellowship to the Grand (3 of Nebraska, and welcomes her, as a young sister,
to the circle of American Grand T3,

LOUISIANA,

Sends to us the proceedings of her forty-seventh Annual Communication, held
at New Orleans, February 14, 1859.

The M.*. W. . Amos Adams, Grand Master, after a recital of his official acts,
says, of the care necessary to be exercised in the admission of candidates:

I feel that I cannot close this address and do my own feelings justice, without
referring to the vital importance of guarding well the entrance into the . Iam
persuaded that many—very many of our CCh—are not sufficiently guarded here.
There is too great a laxity on tlic part of committees appointed to investigate
and report upon the fitness of candidates. Too great care here cannot be taken.
It is through these committecs that the members of a 3 derive the principal
information of the fitness of a candidate to become a mason; hence the impor-
tance of a thorough investigation and a full report. It is not enough to say that
there is no harm in the applicant; but the question should be, what advantage
will he be to the order? what are his moral qualities? what his intellectual
qualities ? what are his habits? what his associations? Does he reverence the
G.. A... Q... T... U.-.? These and many other questions should be answered.
How common is it on the evening on which a candidate is to be balloted for,
and after a report is called for. for the committee to have a hasty consultation,
and agree upon a report, without having given the subject any investigation,
and then draw up a report, simply saying that they report favorably, leaving the
3 in as much darkness a3 before ? This, my brethren, is all wrong. The com-
mittee should be required to make a written report, giving to the 3 the grounds
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upon which a favorable or an unfavorable report is founded. More injury to
masonry is done by admitting one unworthy applicant than can be remedied for
years. This caution is particularly applicable to young 33 They commence
with a few members, and there is a desire to inerease in numbers and strength,
and think, perhaps, that as soon as a healthy number have been received, they
will be more careful; but, by this want ot care at the onset, the (3 tumblesinto

ruin and disgrace.
And of the practice of taking certain advantages of masonic positions:

There is a species of charlatanism becoming quite too common in our State
and country; it is the insertion of cards and advertisements in newspapers, em-
blazoned with masonic emblems, and addressed to the fraternity; in other words
making merchandize of masonry. It is a base prostitution of our expressive
emblems, and should be reprobated by every worthy member of the order.

The committee on Foreign Correspoudence present a long and extremely well
written report, reviewing the proceedings of thirty-three jurisdictions. Of Ne-
braska, they say:

The organization of this Grand £ was noticed in an appendix to the report of
last year. Since then, we have received the proceedings of the first Annual
Communication, held on the second of June last. The legislation of this Grand
O is such as is necessarily incident to all newly-formed Grand [33: and though
we have examined the same with some care, we find nothing calling for extend-
ed comment. On the Holy Bible question they take a middle ground, not re-
garding the expression of a belief in it, only in its principles, asa necessary
qualification to one becoming a mason; yet, find nothing to dissent from the
question being put to the candidate, as to his belief in its Divine anthenticity.
The address of the Grand Master, as well as the address of the Grand Orator,
and the reports of various committees, exhibit more than the usnal amount of
masonic information and intelligence. From the character of the proceedings
before us we have no fears of a healthy progress of our order in that far-off Ter-
ritory, and reiterate the kind and fraternul wishes of the committee of last vear.

The same committee take the following position in relation to the formation
of a General Grand (T

To the formation of a National Grand (O, as many understand it, we are op-
posed: yet we can conceive many advantages which would result from its
formation under certain conditions, and as we understand such a body should
be, and very few, if any, disadvautages. A National Grand 3, as the énpreme
head of the order in this country, possessing equal and similar powers over the
several Grand [ and the fraternity geuerally, would never do, as it would
take away from the Grand Cchy the sovereignty which now exists in them, and
through them the sovereignty existing in the subordinate 031 and the craft in
general. Thisis the kind of a National Grand OJ to which we are opposed;
but to the formation of a society composed of, say, the four highest officers of
Grand T3, who should meet at least triennially, for the purpose of exchanging
opinions and rccommending to the craft throughout the world such ideas ag
might be deemed best by them, after due consideration, would, we conceive,
be of decided benefit to the interest.of the order. We know of no other way
in which a uniformity of work and the principles of action can ever be ohtained
in the United States. Let each Grand T3, having established, as near as may
be, what all are now strennously endeavoring to do. & uniformity in work, lec-
tures and system of government for their various Ty, meet, say, once in three
years, through their chief officers, in convention, compire their various modes
of work and lectures, and interchange ideas upon all that may interest the (ra-
ternity, express in resolutions what may be written in their conclusions, and,
when these delegates return home, communicate, as they would most assuredlv
do, to their constituents, such things as had been learned or agreed upon which
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could not be written; and we feel certain there would, in time, result that
uniformity after which now so many vuinly strive, and that unanimity of fecling
and seutiment, that brotherly love and concert of action, which could but
redound to the true advancement of our beloved order. There is no need of
any legislative powers being vested in such a national body, except such as
would be ncecessary for its own iudividual government, It would be more in
the nature of & convention, to tako into consideration the wants of the order
throughout the land, with the power to recommend, and whose recommend-
ations would, indeed, become law only from being founded in truth, and meeting
the approval of the Grand U5 of the world. We have seen the benefit of this
social converse and interchange of opinion in other bodies, similar to the one
proposed—ten times outweighing the expense, which actually would be trifling;
and which would have been ten times the more valuable, had the time of these
bodies been exclusively devoted to the real wants and interests of the order,
instead of being wasted in needless or ill-digested legislation for others. We
say, then, that we are decidedly in favor of the formation of a National Grand
body of masons, in which our chief officers may meet others of similar rank
from our sister Grand (g, and there consult with them upon the questions of
work, etc., and report the result of their consultations to our own Grand .
We would then know, with some certainty, what was actually going on in other
jurisdictions, and could act in reference thereto by the advice of our delegates.
All the evils complained of by those who object to the formation of a Natioual
Grand 3, would not exist in a body thus formed; and every good expected by
its advocates be attained, while the expense would be trivial. We know our
brethren in Maine and elsewhere desire to meet the representatives of all our
Grand T3 in social communion, and to feel that firn grasp which one brother
gives o another; and we are with them in this, heart and sonl—knowing that
thereby our vast fraternity wonld he more indissolubly cemented, and that the
throb of true masonry would beat in every heart.

MAINE.

The Grand CJof this State convened at Portland, on the 4th day of May,
1858. Kighty-four Ty weroe represented. M. . W. . Robert P. Dunlap, Grand
Master, in his address, thus speaks of masonic lilerature:

There is one counsideration which I would earnestly press upon your notice—
the unportance of a knowledge of the standard masonic literaturc. We have
among us sure and safe guides through all the hidden and abstruse principles of
Freemusonry, besides periodicals and newspapers issued from the weekly or
mouthly press. Though we have such a literature, it can hardly be realized
how small a portion of the masonic community are conversant with it, or are
even aware of its existence. If the expense render it impracticable for each
one to form a private masonic library of lis own, yet it seems to me not ouly
expedient, but a binding duty on Grand (0 and on all subordinate masonic
organizations, to provide for themselves libraries, according to their respective
means. It is hardly necessary that I should give any detailed reasons in sup-
port of this suggestion. If we have a literature that is worth preserving, we
have one which is worth ditfusing among the members of the fraternity. There
is no one thing of which the brethren of the craft are so much in need as of a
thorough knowledge of the elementary rules and principles which flow through
and form the basis of all onr workmanship. And while we hold it as ore of
the leading objects of our charity to afford the means of education to those who
arc destitute of it, let us remember that our charity should begin at home, and
that our efliciency in contributing to the wants of others will depend upon the
degree of intelligence to which we have attained ourselves.

The following wise resolution was presented and referred:
Resolved, That persons who have been rejected in any subordinate (3 within
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this jurisdiction, and afterwards (being still residents of this State, but tempo-
rarily absent,) obtain their degrees in a 03 under anciher jurisdiction, shall not
be considered as masous in good standing.

The report of the committee on Foreign Correspondence is able and well
digested. That committee recommended the followiug resolution, which was
adopted; and your committee hereby ackunowledge the receipt of the same under
the hand of the Grand Secretary and the scal of the Grand O of Maine:

The resolutions relative to the Grand {1 of Nebraska, were then taken up
and adopted, to-wit:

1. Resvlved, That the Grand 3 of Maine receives with sincere pleasure the
proceedings of the convention in the new Territory of Nebraska, which resulted
in the formation of the Grand (3 of Nebraska.

2. Resulved, That the Grand 3 of Nebraska is cordially welcomed to the
circle of Grand 35, and the fraternal correspondence it is our pleasure to culti-
vate with all good and true masons. May her prosperity equal lier largest aspi-
rations.

For this hearty and manly welcome from this far-off jurisdiction, will the
committec accept our responsive hope that the members of the Grand (3 of
Maine will always maintain in the Northcast corner of our confederacy their
present position of just and upright men and masons.

MASSACHUSETTS.

The Grand (3 of this State held an Annual Communication at Boston, on
the 10th day of March,”A. D. 1858.

M.:. W.-. John T. Heard, Grand Master, in his annual address utters the
following in relation to visiting brethren:

In my last annual address, I cited varions authorities to show that a person
claiming to be a mason and desiring to visit a CJ, might be refused admission
unless he could present a certificate of his good standing in the order, or could
be vouched for to that effect by a brother present; and that it could be denied
to him, without such evidence, even though he could pass the usual examina-
tion. On this point—the receiving of visitors—the Master of a T3 must neces-
sarily possess very large discretionary power, and, for its proper exercice, is
responsible to the Grand 3. That the Grand CJand Grand Master as the chiet
exccutive officer, have tho right to dictate the terms on which Lrethren may
visit T subordinate to them, is beyond a question; and they may use it
freely and absolutely, witliout any accountability to any other masonic jurisdic-
tion. Of course it i3 not to be presumed that in this jurisdiction either the
Grand 3 or Grand Master would limit the privilege of visiting beyond what the
safety, weliare und reputation of the institution should seem to demaund; or that
they would subject brethren of other jurisdictions to more onerous regulations
than are imposed upon members of our own [

A pleaging feuture of this comnmunication, is recorded ag follows:

A procession was then formed of the subscribers, with the Grand Master and
other Grand officers, and repaired to the banqueting hall, where a ‘* Grand
Feast,'' in commemoration of the day. and in conformity with an ancient cus-
tom of the craft, was celebrated as in olden time, ‘* after the manner of masons.’’

A record is made of the proceedings of the Grand (D at the laying of the
corner stone of the ** Minot's Ledge Lighthouse,’" and we regret that our limits
forbid of transcribing an account of the same.
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MARYLAND.

We have received the proceedings of the Grand (J of Maryland, held at Bal-
timore, Muy 10, 1858. at a Semi-Annual Communication, M.'. W.-. Charles
Webb, Grand Master.

The proceedings were chictly of a business nature. The Grand Master in his
address recommends that a Masonic Congress be held in this country.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence, through their chairman, Brother
J. N. McJilton, present a long and elaborate report which forms the chief [ea-
ture of the proceedings. They say of this Grand (3, of its session at Omaha on
the 23d duy of Scptember, 1857:

The proceedings of the brethren of Nebraska, appear to be regular and in
accordance with masonic usage. They were conducted in harmony and with
considerable dispatch. At three sessions held on one day, the body was organ-
ized, the proceedings necessary to the result, all regularly performed, and the
conslitution and by-laws considered and adopted. The record shows a great
amount of labor performed on the occasion, all pleasantly wronght—the breth-
ren happily agreeing and serving in the important cause they had taken in hand.
When it shall fully appear that there was nothing irregular, unmasonic or objec-
tionable in the labors of the brethren of Nebraska, Maryland will be happy to
take her by the hand and welcome her among the sister CZ of this great and
ever extending country.

We have also received the proceedings of the Aunual Communication held at
Baltimore November 15, 1858; M.* W.'. Charles Webb, Grand Master.

The committee on Correspondence favor us with an elaborate review of the
proceedings of our last session, and in conclusion, say:

The proceedings of the Grand (3 of Maryland at the November Communica-
tion of 1859, are noticed by the committee, and an extract taken from the re-
port of the committee of Correspondence.

Our sister, Nebruska, is now in full operation as a Grand ), and she bids
fair to perform her meed of service to the wmasonic institution strictly in con-
formity with the masonic landmarks and usages. We most heartily welcome
her into the sisterhood of Grand (3. and bid her God speed in her noble work
of disseminating the principles and encouraging the virtues of Masonry in her
territory. The resolution of the committee recognizing the Grand (O is appended
to this report.

The following is the resolution roferred to:

Resolved, That the Grand (3 of Maryland recogaizes as regular masonic bodies
the Grand T of Kansas and Nebraska, and that she welcomes them with
pleasure among the sisterhood of Grand 037 of the United States.

MICHIGAN.

This Grand 2 convened at Grand Rapids, ou the 12th day of January, 1859;
M., W.-. Wm. M. Fenton, Grand Master.

In his annual address, the Grand Master states that the following questions
have arisen, and he has thus answered them:

1. Can a (3 expel a non-affiliated mason? Answer—Yes.

2. Can a dispensation be granted by the Grand Master for election of a
Junior Warden, to fill a vacancy, while the Master and Senior Warden remain?
Answer—No.

3. Can the accuser be a witness on the trial of charges against a brother?
Can the accused be a witness ? To the first, answer Yes; to the second, No.
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4. Can a rejected candidate for initiation, after one year, or ever, apply to
another 1, without the recommendation of the three highest officers of the first?
Answer—No, not under our constitution.

5. Can petitions for memberslip be received at a Special Communication,
and after ten days be reported on, and a ballot had at a regular? Answer—No;
must be presented at a regular, reported on and balloted for at a regular.

6. Can a ballot be had at a Special Communication for second and third
degrees, after a candidate is elected and initialed at a regular? Answer—Yes.

7. Can the Worshipful Master, without the order or assent of his ™, admit
or reject visiting brothers at his discretion? Answer—Yes.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence extends the right hand of fellow-
ship and recognition to the Grand (3 of Nebraska.

The R.-. W.-. Stillman Blanchard, Grand Secretury, closes an interesting
report with these words:

Let, then this Grand Assembly, consisting of the representatives of more
than one hundred (Eq—of more than four thousand brethren within this juris-
diction—affiliated with over two hundred thousand within our broad Union,
and with milliohs scattered over the world—let them, for a moment, imagine
that they are now standing, with hand linked in hand, around the grave of their
Grand Master Hiram, while they solemnly pledge themselves—brother to
brother—to promote the elevation of the order to its lLighest standard of excel-
lence throughout this beautiful Peninsula; and when invited to leave their ‘‘high
hills"* and ‘* ancient landmarks,’’ to amuse themselves with minor pursuits on
the plains, they will answer with Nehemiah, while engaged in rebuilding the
lofty walls which were to enclose Jerusalem and its sacred temple,—** We are
doing a great work, and cannot come down.”’

A special committee reported as follows:

The committee to whom was referred the resolution of Brother Broddie, with
instructions to report the masonic delinition of the word ‘¢ suspended,’’ respect-
fully report:

**That they know of but one definition of the word; that they believe the
word, as used in the ritual, covers and refers to suspensions of whatever kind,
or for whatever cause they may have been made—whether for non-payment of
dues or other cause; and that a suspension by a CJ suspends from all the rights
and benefits of masonry, uniil such suspension be removed."

MISSOURI,

This Grand (3 sends to us an elaborate and creditable volume of 259 pages,
containing the proceedings of that Grand body for the year 1858, Their Annual
Communication was held at St. Louis, May 24th.

M.-. W.-. Grand Master Sumuel H. Saunders, in his address, urges the
importance of the masonic college now in process of completion.

He recommends the plan of dividing the State into districts, to secure uniformity
of work, and place each district under the charge of a Grand Lecturer.

He strongly urges that Masters and ‘Wardens of subordinate [ 3 take decisive
action in regard to infemperance whenever it makes its appearance.

The report of the committee on Foreign Correspondence is a well written
document. They make kindly mention of your honorable body. Let us extend
to our neighbors a friendly salutation in return, and deserve their estecm by
fervency and zeal in the common cause.

12
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NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Qur brethren of this State met in Grand (D at Concord, on the 8th day of
June, 1858; M.'. W..- George 1. Hubbard, Grand Master, whose report is
almost entirely of a business nature.

The committee on Correspondence says of this Grand 3

We recommend to this Grand [ to recognize the Grand 3 of Nebraska as
legitimately aund constitutionally formed, order her enrolled n our list of corres-
pondents, courteously extend to her fraternal fellowship, and heartily welcome
her as a worthy member into the family of Grand (33, hoping in future to hear
of her increase and prosperity.

NEW YORK.

This powerful and flourishing jurisdiction sends us a copy of the proceedings
of her Annual Communication, held at New York city on the st day of June,
A. L. 5858, which, exclusive of the usual tabular statements, comprises 250
closely printed pages.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence, with a regard for exactness in
masonic expression worthy of weightier mistakes, thus notices our young
Grand O3:

The whole proceedings are characterized with a very high standard of intelli-
gence, and it i3 with extremo reluctance that we find it our duty to notice what we
are willing to believe was an oversight on the part of the Secretary of the con-
vention, which renders it difficult for us at present to recommend a recognition
of the body thus formed, as a Grand 3. It will be obsorved that the installing
officer is designated as ‘‘Most Eorellent Brother I. A. W. Buck.'' This title or
designation belongs to a Grand or Past Grand High Priest of a Grand Chapter,
and is unknown to CJ masoury; nor has such an officer any more authority to
install the officers of & subordinate or Grand (2 than any private member of the
fraternity. Itis possible that as a Past Master he might discharge this duty; but
even then it is necessary he should have acquired this title by service as Mastor
of a (0. By what authority the title of **Most Excellent'’ 13 taken by Brother
Buczk is unknown to us, for we have no remembrance of a Grand High Priest of
Ilinois by this name, although it is possible there may have been such an one;
the mistake does not consist in its being Most Worshipful, for there has been no
Grand Master of Illinois by this name; he may have been the Master of some (3
of that State, but we have examined the proceedings of the Grand (3 for 1857
tofind it, without avail. If it shall be ascertained that the installing officer was
in an offieial position to perform this duty, we shall be bappy to so report it at
the earliest opportunity; meantime, we submit a resolution (No. 9) designed to
obtain information on this point, and if that information be satisfactory, author-
izing the Grand Master to recognize the regularity of the organization.

The resolution referred to is as follows:

Resolved, That the Grand Master be authorized to recognize the ‘*Grand 1 of
Nebraska,’* if he shall obtain satisfactory information that the officers of the body
so styled were installed by competent authority.

The Grand O of Nebraska has as yet received no formal recognition from the
Grand 3O of New York, and we can ussure the committee on Foreign Corre-
spondence that ‘‘the officers of the body so styled’' were installed by competent
authority, ¢. e. by the M. . W.-. Ira A. W. Buck, then the deputy and at present
the M., W.-. Grand Master of Illinois. We should be happy as a committee to
cxchange salutations with our brethren of the Empire State, in whose [ many
of our members first saw light in masonry.
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Ono year since, and we were the youngest member of the great confedoracy,
but since we have yielded that position by our own cordial recognition of the
new Grand [ of Washington, we would desire to be recognized by all as a
Grand O duly organized and working for the best interests of the craft dispersed
upon the border, and we are well agreed to have the verdict awarded to us in
so hearty and manly 2 way, as has been pursued by all the jurisdictions save

this alone.

Masonie forbearance demands that we should not retaliate by pointing at errors
in the expressions of our brethren of New York, and we can assure them that so
soon as their own consciencgs will allow them to recognize us as a legally consti-
tuted organization, it will be with fervency and zeal that this Grand body will
exchange masonic intercourse with them.

NORTH CAROLINA.

The Grand [ convened at Raleigh on the 6th day of December, 1858, M. -.
W.-. Alfred Martin, Grand Master, who in his annual address reviews his official
acts during the past year, and makes a feeling appeal to the Grand (J in behalf
of the Mount Vernon enterprise, and also in favor of the foundation of an ¢duca-
tional institution for the education of the children of masons. Concerning the

acquirement of masonic intelligence through the medium of its literature, he
says :

We cannot, therefore, place too high an estimate upon the services of a Master,
who is fully qualitied for all the duties of that office. But the beauty and har-
mony of the system are not dependent alone upon the Master; every officer in the
3 has an important duty to perform, the neglect of which, or the inability to
perform it, mars the whole and detracts from the interest and value of the work.
Entertaining these views, [ feel that there is no subject that could possibly
occupy the attention of the Grand 3, in which she is more vitally interested,
than that of providing the means of instruction, not only in the work and Lec-
tures, but in the organic law, both written and unwritten, her own statutes,
and in all the glorious purposes for which the institution was designed, and
placing the same within the reach of every subordinate.

I an not now prepared to recommend any particular plan for effecting this
most desirable object. I confidently believe, however, that a most powerful
auxiliary in any scheme that the Grand CJ may adopt, will be found in the pro-
ductions of the press, now so extensively devoted to masonic literature. Were
all our members reading men, and especially conversant with that kind of liter-
ature, then might we hope to see the order assume a more elevated position,
and maintaining the rank and influence to which its principles and purposes so
eminently entitle it. The evils of which we have been complaining, with a mul-
titude of minor ills, would then, doubtless, be vastly diminished. Standard
masonic works can now be readily procared, and at moderate rates; and nearly
every mason within our jurisdiction could command the means of furnishing him-
self with a very respectable masonic library.

Your committee also embody in this report the following ‘‘Rules for the gov-
ernment of subordinate (& in masonic trials,”’ and recommend the adoption of
similar rules by the Grand {3 of Nebraska: ‘

1. The accusation must be made in writing over the signature of a Master
Mason, and handed to the Secretary to be read in open (J, and be spread upon
the minutes, after which the accused shall be served with an attested copy of

the charges and specifications, together with a notice, through the post office or
otherwise, at least ten days before the day of trial, to appear and answer; and
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should his place of residence be at a distance, or he require more time to prepare
for defense, a reasonable time may be allowed. If the residence of the accused
be unknown, or he fails to appear or to show satisfactory cause for delay of
proceedings, then and in that case the (0 may proceed to examine the charges
ex parte.

‘fa The examination of the charges'shall be had in a Master Mason's [, espe-
cially notified and convened for that purpose, at which no visitors shall be ad-
mitted, except as counsel or witnesses, and the (2 must be called off during the
necessary presence of such persons, if they be not Master Masons.

3. The accused may select his own counsel, and the witnesses shall testify on
their honor. Hearsay evidence must be excluded. If testimony be taken out
of the [Z), the accused, if he answer or appeur, shall be duly notified of the
time and place where such evidence will be taken, that he may have an oppor-
tunity of being present.

4. No irrelevant questions or testimony shall be allowed in the examination
of witnesses. The Master may conduct the examination on behalf of the &,
or it may appoint a committee for that purpose. and the questions to, as well as
the answers by the witnesses, must be curefully noted down, read, and if nec-
essary, amended in their presence, and then spread wpon the minutes.

5. When the examination is closed, the accused shall then be heard in de-
fense, either in person or through his counsel, after which all who are not mem-
bers of the (3 shall retire, and if during the examination it shall have been
called off, the 3 must then be called on.

6. The question, guilty or not guilty, shall be put to the 3, upon each sepa-
rate specification, which a majority of the members present shall determine by
ballot, and if the accused be found guilty of any one or more of the charges or
specifications, then the penalty shall be determined in like manner, taking the
question upon the highest penalty, (expulsion) first, a vote of two-thirds of the
members present, being necessary to expel or suspend. The particular charges
or specifications upon which the accused shall be found guilty, together with the
sentence determined upon, must be spread upon the minutes.

7. A brother feeling himself aggrieved by the decision of the subordinate ™,
shall have the right of an appeal to the Grand [, he having given due and
timely notice to the subordinate £33 of his intention so to appeal from its decis-
ion, and the Secretary of said (3, if required, shall furnish him with a copy of
all the proceedings touching his case.

‘When a subordinate [ shall expel or suspend a brother, all the preceedings,
embracing the charges, specifications, evidence on both sides, verdict upon each
charge or specification, and vhe sentence, shall be sent up under the seal of the
O, and attested by the Secretary at the ensuing meeting of the Grand ™, for
examination.

OREGON,

On the 12th day of July, 1858, the Grand 3 of this Territory convened at
Astoria. M.-. W.-. Benj. Stark, Grand Master, in his address states that he
has granted seven dispensations for the formation of new Cth

The committee on Foreign Correspondence submitted the following resolution,
which was adopted:

Resolved, That this Grand 2 cheerfully recognize the Grand 3 of Nebraska,
and cordially extend to it our fraternal salutations.

In regard to the Holy Bible question, they hold a middle course, and say:

We say again, the only declaration of faith necessary on the part of the can-
didate for initiation, is the profession of belief and trust in God. But we also
say, that & man who declares his dishelief in the Divine authenticity of the Holy
Bible, cannot be made a mason.
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They deprecate the practice of some Grand [ in allowing candidates to re-
ceive the three degrees with a single ballot, and insist upon the practice of a
ballot for each degree, and in this position she is sustained by most of the

Grand (3.
SOUTH CAROLINA.

We have received from this State a copy of the proceedings of the Grand (3
held at Charleston, November 16, 1858; twenty-one (3] were represented.

The Grand Master in his address takes strong ground against conferring de-
grees at sight, and says:

A large number of applications have been made to me from all parts of the
jurisdiction for dispensations to confer degrees within a shorter time than is
allowable. These I have, with but rare exceptions, peremptorily declined to
grant, but T regard the general idea which prevails, of the unreasonableness of
the refusals so erroneous that it would be advisable that you recognize in some
authoritalive manner, the propriety of my course in this particular, and denounce
the system of the rapid manner of manufacturing masons, which it is so conven-
ient to introduce and cultivate, and which some, illy versed in the theory of our
institution, would justify.

He is opposed to 4 General Grand O3

The question of a General Grand {2 has been again, with great zeal and perti-
nacity, discussed in various of our sister jurisdictions. The grounds on which it
receives countenance and favor, huve never been regarded by me as cogent or
forcible. The advantages which are derivable from such an organization, have
never been satisfactorily pointed out. It is not legitimate for its advocates to
deduce from the success which lhas attended similarly organized branches of our
institution, arguments for its establishiment. Separation of masonic jurisdictions,
experience has demonstrated to be wise and fruitful of good results, and we at
least, should hesitate long, before we submitted to a surrender of the powers
we exercise, into the hands of a body without responsibility, and, as I believe,
antagonistic to the genius and spirit of our institution. In deference, however,
to the suggestions of the Grand CJ of Maine, I wonld regard it expedient that
this body should appoint & committee, to meet such committees of the other
Grand 037 of the Uniled States ag may assemble at Chicago in the year 1859,
to deliberate upon the subject.

TENNESSEE.

The Grand O of this State met at Nashville on the first Monday of October,
1858; M.-. W.-. Thos. McCulloch, Grand Master. Two hundred and ninety
033 were reported.

The corner-stone of a new masonic temple was laid with appropriate cere-
monies. The committes on the Grand Master's Address report, among others,
the following resolution: 5

Resolved, That the work of Freemasonry should be carried on in secresy and
silence. A private residence is an improper place to confer the degrees or
elucidate the mysteries of our order.

The commitiee on Foreign Correspondence present u report covering 70 pages,
n which they extend to this body a most flattering notice. They also say:

They do not wish by any means to be considered as alarmists, or unnecessarily
to excite fears where there is no cause for appreliension. Yet from every juris-

diction come the words of caution. The present unprecedented popularity of the
institution, to experienced eyes, presents a condition of things that may well
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presage a period of digaster. Itis well said that a great calm in the atmos-
pheric world is but a prelude to violent storms and hurricanes; and we cannot
but admire the caution of the careful navigator of the ** great deep,’" who trims
his bark in such a manner as to be always prepared for any emergency—always
ready for the calm or the storm. To similar watehfulness your committee wounld
earnestly urge their brethren. With them rests the remedy, if not the pre-
veutive. Lel them quard well the entrance to their (3. Let them also remember,
that upon the exercise of individual watchfulness depends the peace and con-
tinued prosperity of the fraternity.

Brother John W. Hanner, Grand Orator, delivered an able and eloquent
oration on the occasion of laying the corner-stone of the new masonic temple.
We copy the following passage: 2

Once more  Another mistake concerning masonry is, that its symbols, cere-
monies and secrets are childish and siily.

Now they are not of that puerile character which many imagine; nor can they
be revealed and explained to the most gifted in an hour.

The amon. Aud what meaning is there in this? Meaning enough; itis a
symbol. John Knox's daughter ouce threatened sovereign majesty, ‘‘ that she
would catel: her husband’s head in her apron, rather than he should lie and be
a bishop.”” But she was a woman, and had a right 10 wear an apron. Well,
then, Gao was a man, a stout old blacksmith, who had an apron which he
raised in successful revolt against tyranny; and now, covered with jewels, it is
the royal standard of Persia. The apron of tanued hide, girt around the
stalwart builder with thongs of leather, wherein sticks the trowel at evening,
hus meaning in it.

Soldiers will follow a glazed cotton rag, fastened to a stick, through the dun
smoke and leaden hail of battle; and rather than lose or desert it, they will be
cut to pieces or blown into meat for vultures. It is their FLag. When Joseph
pocketed the iron crown of Hungary, a thing in size, shape and value not unlike
a horse-shoe, the whole nation rose in tumult like s moon-stirred ocean. That
iron skull-cap was the symbol of government. Around the wallet and staff of
the Necherland hero the people rallied, fought and prevailed against Xing Philip.
Through the clouted shoe of the peasants in their wars, through heraldic coat-
of-arms, through military banners, there gleams a meaning, an idea of duty, of
heroic daring and doing, and, in some instances, of freedom and right. The
cross itself, with its right angles, its horizoutal and perpendicular, the highest,
holiest ensign that ever was lifted up, has its meaning in something extrinsic to
itself. And so has the masonic apron, and so have all the other symbols,
badges and implements of the craft.

Is there anything childish or silly in silence? One of the old sages thought it
a god; and if this were an altar-building age, surely altars would bo raised for
its worship now. Silence is the element in which great things fashion them-
selves for the noise and battle of every day life. Great men never babble of
their projected plans and discoveries. Shut out intrusive noises, hold your
tongue for one day, and see how the rubbish will be swept away by the mute
workmen within you; how clear your purpases, your perception of duty! A
Frenchman once defined speech to be ‘‘the art of concealing thought.” Too
often it so stifles and suspends, that it leaves none to conceal.

VERMONT

Sends to us the proceedings of an Annual Communication held at Burlington,
Januvary 12 and 13, 1859.

M.:. W.-. Philip C. Tucker, Grand Master, read a long, able, and, in some
portions, caustic address. In speaking of the action of the Grand [ of New
York, in the contested case of Abraham Platt, he indulges in the following
satirical language:
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As T have cheerfully acknowledged that I spoke with ‘‘agperity’’ of the
Grand (3 of New York, in this Platt case, simple justice to myself demands
that the circumstances which led to that manner of & caking should not be for-
gotten. In mild and calm language I had caused t.- be laid before the Grand
3 of New York the causes of our complaint. I hai furnished full proof that
Ogdensburgh 3 had deliberately violated the regul:itions of the Grand C3J of
New York in the case, and that Platt himself had committed a gross fraud upon
Ogdensburgh 3, by suppressing the circumstance that within a very short time
before he petitioned that 2, he had been rejected in Washington 23 at Burling-
ton. The Grand O3 of New York deliberately refused us any redress in the
case. Platt returned to Burlington, and demanded admission as a visitor to the
very (3 which had rejected him. This was refused, the Grand O 6f Vermont
was referred to, and that Grand body forbade the O3 of this jurisdiction to
admit lum within their walls. The subject had thus brought the two Grand
U into direct conflict.  Platt was a regular mason in the jurisdiction of New
York, but was excluded from all masonic privileges in that of Vermont; and
this anomalous stute of things had been Lrought about, as we kuew and felt, by
a deliberate refusal on the part of the Grand O of New York to do us but
the simplest masonic justice. Unwilling to have this state of things continue, I
considered it my duty to refer to the subject again, and under a culting sense
of the injustice which had been done us, and the unpleasant position in which
it had placed our Grand (3, it does not seem surprising to me that I did not
speak of it with the same undisturbed calmness as at first. That method of
reaching justice had failed in the case; nor had I any reason to think that a
mere cool repetition of it would add anything to its force. I expressed myself,
therefore, in strong language, that the Grand (3 of New York might know how
deeply we felt the wrong; and despite the censure cast upon that language, it
cannot be honestly denied that it was, after all, but the language of simple truth.
Acknowledging, as I do sincerely, thal masonic courtesy is a masonie virtuo, I
may be permitied to say, that the Grand (3 of New York has sometimes fouad
occasions where she has chosen to forego the exercise of this virtue. She for-
got it when she resisted the right of the Grand (3 of Vermont to masonic exist-
ence, and she forgets it when she taliis of the masonic ** bantling ’ of Canada.

Notwithstanding the strictures of the M.-. W.-. Grand (3 of New York, your
committee have discovered no good reason to change their opinion as expressed
in their report of last year in regard to the case of Abraham Platt.

The report of the committee on Foreign Correspondence presents a complete
review of the proceedings of forty-one Grand [F3 or masonic bodies, requiring
a degree of labor fully appreciated by your committee.

Concerning the vexed question of the right of visitation, they say:

Your committee cannot fully endorse the opinion of our Louisiana brethren.
In their opinion, the right of visitation is neither **inherent'’ nor ‘*absolute.’’
It is subject to restrictions. Our brothren restriet it to those who arc in ** good
standing,” ** members of (Z.'" who are ' vouched for'’ or who pass a **sat-
isfactory examination.’”” We would restrict the privilege still further, and af-
firm that in this matter, each (3, through its Master and Wardens, has the right
to refuse admission to any visitor whose presence they may, for any cause, deem
detrimental to the . An individual rejected, for cause in one jurisdiction,
may pass into another and be admitted to the honors of masonry—may possess
all the qualifications mentioned by our Louigiana brethren. Shall he claim ‘‘as
a right secured to him’’ to return and demand admission to the very 3 irom
whose portals he wus rejected. Your committee are of the opinion that the
right of visitation is not thus absolute, but is a privilege which every (3 through
its Master and Wardens has the undoubted right to confer on whom he or they
see fit, and it is only under such *'restrictions’’ that it inay be terned *‘‘ inher-
ent."’
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Tn speaking of this Grand 3, they say:

Another star is added to the great constellation of masonry—a star that prom-
ises to be one of no small magnitude. On the 23d of September, 1857, a meet-
ing of the Masters and Wardens of the following Oy, viz: Nebraska (3, No.
184, of Bellevue; Giddings T3, No. 104, of Nebraska City; and Capital (3, No.
101, of Omaba City, holding charters respectively from the M.-. W.-. Grand
Tch of Illinois, Missouri, and Iowa was held at Omaha City, for the purpose of
organizing a Grand 3 for the Territory of Nebraska. A (3 of Master Masons
was opened in due form; the credentials of representatives duly examined and
approved, when, in accordance with a resolution passed, R. C. Jordan of Omaha
City, was elected Grand Master; L. L. Bowen of Bellevue, Deputy Grand Mas-
ter; David Lindley, Nebraska City, Senior Grand Warden: L. B. Kinney, Belle-
vue, Junior Grand Warden; Wm. Anderson, Nebraska City, Grand Treasurer,
and Geo. Armstrong, Omaha City, Grand Sccretary, and were regularly installed
into their respective stations by M.-. E.-. Bro. Buck. A slip of the pen, or
want of proper information in the Secrctary, or mayhap an oversight of the
printer, placed an E where a W should have been, and gave our cautious breth-
ren of New York a hook to hang a doubt upon, of the legality, masonically, of
the installation,—a specimen of hair-splitting, which your committeec cabpnot
commend.

To which, with a will, we say yea, and thank the Green Mountain Masons

for taking up arms in our behalf. Printed with the procecdings is a copy of
the old charges, as published by the Grand 0 of England, 1722,
VIRGINIA.

On Monday the 13th day of December, 1858, the Grand CJ of this State con-
vened at the City of Richmond, M.-. W.:. Jne. S. Caldwell, Grand Master,
who says in relation to questions of masonic jurisprudence propounded to him:

During the past year, a great many legal masonic questions have been pro-
pounded to me by brethren in different parts of the State, to all which I res-
pouded to the best of my judgment; and I have not such confidence in my
Judgment as to suppose that I did not err in some cases; and yet such errors
have come to the knowledge of the Grand (3, and no means are provided for
their correction. Now I submit that some mede ought to be devised by which
the decisions given by the Grand Master upon questious of masonic law, pro-
pounded to him in the course of the year, should be made known to the I as a
part of the proceedings of the Grand officers during recess. To that end, there-
fore, I recommend that the Grand Master be requosted by resolution to return
to the Grand (3 at each Grand Aunual Communication, & synopsis of the ques-
tions on masonic law propounded to him during the preceding twelve months,
and his anawers to the same, if proper to be written.

Bro. John Dove, Grand Secretary, speaks in enthusiastic terms relative to
the purchase of Mount Vernon. The committee on Foreign Correspondence no-
tices this Grand (3 in terms of friendship.

WASHINGTON.

Your committee have received at a late day the proceedings of a convention
held at the City of Olympia, Territory of Washington, December 6, 1858,
together will a constitution then adopted, and the proceedings of the Grand I
then organized. Four [37 were represented. Bro. T. F. McElroy was elected
Grand Master, and Bro. T. M. Reed, Grand Secretary.

The proceedings throughout are characterized by intelligence and understand-
ing. It is with feclings of gratification that we welcome her to the place last
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occupied by this Grand 03; that of the youngest sister in the grand confederacy;
and may the craft under the jurisdiction of this new Grand [3J so guide its de-
liberations and conduct its actions that from the Northwest shall yearly come
good tidings.

Your committee append a resolution:

Resvlved, That the Grand [J of Nebraska hails with pleasure the formation of
the Grand (O of Washington; that we recognize it as a legally constituted body,
and extend to it our hest wishes for its future prosperity and strength.

WISCONSIN.

The fraternity of this flourishing jurisdiction assembled in Grand (D at Mil-
waukee, on the 8th day of June, 1858. M.-. W.- Henry 8. Baird, Grand
Master, in his annual address speaks as follows concerning a General Grand - -

Some months since I received a circular signed by a committee appointed by
the Grand 37 of the State of Maine. In this document is embraced a resolution
adopted at the last session of the Grand O3, urging the expediency of forming a
General Grand 3 within the United States, and instructing their committee on
Foreign Correspondence to address the Grand T3 in the Union on the subject.
I present this circular to the Grand O3, with the view that such action may be
had upon it as, in your judgment, the importance of the subject demands. I am
unprepared to give an opinion as to the expediency or irexpediency of this meas-
ure, and will therefore make no recommendation on the subject. It is unques-
tionably one of serious import to the order, and may operate greatly to the weal
or woe of the institution, and should not bo lightly considered or hastily acted
upon. So far as my knowledge and experience go, I believe the present system
of securing to the several Grand 37 of the United States the exercise of supreme
and independent power over the [ within their respective jurisdictions, has
operated well, and I amm not aware of any absolule necessity for destroying this
power and jurisdiction, and transferring it to a General Grand body, composed
of representatives from the former. The arguments used by the advocates for
the estabishment of their new supreme body, are, principally, that it will bring
together, from the different States, representatives from their Grund C37; will
be the means of establishing a clear bond of union between the several Grand
[, and cultivate a more universal feeling of fraternity and action amongst the
craft in general. These reasons are plausible, but, on the other hand, is there
no danger of evil in adopting a system entirely new, and heretofore unknown, in
this country at least? Is there no danger of establishing thereby a concentration
of power, which may prove not only dangerous, but destructive of the dignity
and powers of the Grand CEhy as they now exist?

The committee on Masonic Jurisprudence reported upon the following ques-
tions :

1. Has a 03 the right to open in the Entered Apprentice degree, without first
opening in the Master's degree ?

2. Can the first section of the Master's degree be conferred on a candidate,

and then adjourn until another time to confer the second section ?
3. In the absence of the Worshipful Master and both Wardens, can a Past

Master open the (37
4. Must a brother pass both Wardens' chairs before being qualified to be

elected Worshipful Master ?

And report :
In reply to the first interrogatory, the committee are of the opinion that a O3
may open and close in the Entered Apprentice degree, without first opening in

13
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the Master's degree, when convened solely for the purpose of working in that
degree, but not for any other purpose.

In answer to the second interrogatory, the committee are of the opinion that
the whole of the Master's or any other degree ought to be conferred at the same
meeting.

The third interrogatory your committee answer in the negative,

The fourth interrogatory your committee answer in the negative; he must have
been a Warden.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence made a concise and brief report,
and recommended the following resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, That the establishment of & Grand (3 in Nebraska, in September last,
upon the principles now acknowledged by every Grand (31 in the United States,
is a pleasing event in the masonic year, and the Grand (J of Wisconsin extends
to her the right hand of fellowship, and cordially admits her into the circle of her
correspondents.

A. G. CLARKF,
H. N. CORNELL, Committee.
G. W. WILKINSON,
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RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE LODGES.

NEBRASKA 3, NO. 1, BELLEVUE, SARPY COUNTY.

Stated meetings: second and fourth Tuesdays in each month.

John A. Nye, W. M.
C. D. Keller, 8. W.

OFFICERS.

Henry T. Clarke, Treas.
W. H. Cook, Secretary.

Silas A. Strickland, J. W. J. M. Whitted, S. D.

L. B. Kinney,
H. T. Clarke,
J. A. Nye,

L. F. Bartels,
C. D. Keller,

F. M. Davenport,

Charles Johnson,

MASTER MASONS.

L. L. Bowen,
8. H. Wattles,
Thomas Clifton,
A. Hall,

J. M. Whitted,

FELLOW CRAFTS.

George Jennings.

WITHDRAWN.

8. H. Wattles, J. D.
Louis F. Bartels, Tyler.

A. Lockwood,
T. M. Boyer,
S. A. Strickland,
W. H. Cook,
S. D. Bangs.

8. W. Y. Schymonsky.

ENTERED APPRENTICE.

Joseph F. Bennett.

WESTERN STAR O, NO. 2, NEBRASKA CITY, OTOE COUNTY.
Stated meetings: Friday preceding each full moon; and on 8t. John’s day.

U. C. Ransom, W. M,
Henry Brown, S. W.
Simeon Hooper, J. W.

John Boulware,
John 8. Place,
John H. Maxon,
John B. Cook,
Mastin W. Riden,
G. H. Hail,

C. W. Wyatt,
John F. Kinney,

OFFICERS.

J. H. Maxzon, Treas'r.
D. H. Warren, Sec'y.
L., P. Gillette, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Geo. Boulware,
Simeon Hooper,
William W. Soper,
Jacob Safford,
Thomas Donohoo,
Sylvester Redfield,
William Dorsey,
C. F. Holly,

J. B. Bennett, J. D.
E. Henry, Tyler.

W. P. Birchfield,
T. E. Thompson,
J. B. Bennett,

H. N. Cornell,
William Anderson,
J. C. Campbell,
Hiram P. Downs,
U. C. Ransom,
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D. H. Warren,
Edward Smith,

H. B. Baker,

A. J. Carins,
Isaac Chivington,
E. Henry,

John B. Boulware,
L. P. Gillette,
Geo. M. Smith,

Robert Lorton,

David Lindley,
D. Huffman,

PROCEEDINGS OF THE

Geo. A. Gillette,
H. C. Blackman,
Wm. L. Boydston,
Samuel Henderson,
J. C. Cook,

W. P. Hall,

8. P. Sibley,

W. H. Broadhead,
W. E. Pardee,

ENTEKED APPRENTICES.

WITHDRAWN.

[Bellevue,

A. Bradley,

H. B. Horton,
Daniel Whitinger,
W. E. Hill,

M. Mahon,

I. L. Gibbs,
Henry Brown,

R. H. Miller,
John A. Goodlett.

George Shoupé.

F. Barnard,
George A. Gillette.

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

Smith McMains.

CAPITAL O, NO. 3, OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY.
Stated meetings: firgt and third Mondays in each month.

Qeorge Armstrong, W. M.
Alfred Sayre, S. W.
Horace G. Spencer, J. W.

G. C. Bovey,
Philip Windheim,
A. R. Gillmore,
Frank L. Kemp,
J. T. Griffin,

G. W. Forbes,
Albert G. Clarke,
William N. Byers,
A. Roeder,
August Egbert,
John H. Sahler,

E. G. McNeely,

OFFICERS.

J. R. Porter, Treas'r.
Albert G. Clarke, Sec'y.
J. K. Wall, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

J. K. Wall,
George Armstrong,
Charles W. Hamilton,
Horace G. Spencer,
Charles Turner,
Thomas F. Stewart,
Francis Lusignan,
Theodore H. Todd,
William Frodsham,
Robert C. Jordan,
H. H. Vischer,

FELLOW CRAFT.
P. A. Preston.

ENTERED APPRENTICES.

John Logan, J. D.
Francis Lusignan, Tyler.

K. H. Clarke,
Nelson Baker,
Alfred Sayre,
Samuel E. Rogors,
P. G. Peterson,
Johu Logan,
John R. Porter,
Myer Hellman,

J. E. Boyd,

G. L. Miller.

H. P. Bennett.

W. R. Thrall.

F. Davidson,

H. C. Anderson,

WITHDRAWN.
Joseph Hunsicher, A. Jacobs,
J. B. Manning, G. W. Wood,
SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.
R. Shields, John Reck,
J. M. Thayer, Lorin Miller,
J. McA. Campbell, J. F. Tayler,

W. F. Wilder.
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NEMAHA VALLEY 3, NO. 4, BROWNVILLE, NEMAHA COUNTY.
Stated meetings: first and third Saturdays in each month.

OFFICERS.

Robert W. Furnas, W. M. David Siegel, Treasurer. Jer. Marlat, J. D.
U. C. Johnson, 8. W. T. W. Bedford, Secretary. Elias Knawer, Tyler.
William Hoblitzell, J. W. R. T. Rainey, S. D.

MASTER MASONS,

G. W. Bratton, Frank Ferguson, A. J. Richardson,
David Siegel, T. W. Bedford, Adrian Hoblitzell,
U. C. Johnson, Louis E. Lyanna, Jer. Marlatt,
William Hoblitzell, John B. Wells. J. M. Cotton,
Henry Beane, J. C. Aylsworth, W. W. Keeling,
. W. Wheeler, Chester S. Langdon, George Crow,
J. C. Cline, A. H. Alderman, O. B. Hewett.
R. T. Rainey, A. O. D. Kelley,
Robert W. Furnas, Jesse Noel,

FELLOW CRAFT.

J. J. Clark.

WITHDRAWN.

Milton F. Clark, William A. Finney, J. A. Adams.
E. Knawer, James Ferguson,

SUSPENDED FOR UNMASONIC CONDUCT.
J. G. McCathron, of La Crosse, Wisconsin.

OMADI I, NO. 6, OMADI, DAKOTAH COUNTY.

Stated meeting: Saturday on or before each full moon.

OFFICERS.
A. W. Puett, W. M. W. C. McBeath. Sec'y.  Alexander Ford, J. D.
Thos. McDermott, 3. W. Harlan Baird, Treas. A. Lamson, Tyler.

E. G. Lamson, J. W. J. H. Hallack, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

A. W. Puett, W. C. McBeath, H. M. Hale,
Thomas McDermott, G. W. Wilkinson, Thomas C. Ryan,
Harlan Baird, M. Pinkerton, A. H. Baker,
Alexander Ford, Stephen Ulrey, E. G. Lamson,

W. D. Smith, Asa Rathburn, William Henderson.
M. G. Wilkinson, William Cheny,

Amos Lamson, J. A. Hallack,

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES,
John C. Turk.
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PLATTSMOUTH 3, NO. 6, PLATTSMOUTH, CASS COUNTY.
Stated meetings: first Monday in each month.

OFFICERS.

J. W. Marshall, W. M. Thos. K. Hanna, Treas. James Minchell, J. D.
D. H. Wheeler, S. W. J. C. Cummins, Sec'y.  E. A. Donelan, Steward.
Enos Williams, J. W. W. D. McCord, S. D. D. M. Coulter, Tyler.

MASTER MASONS.

E. A. Donelan, E. Williams, Joseph Harper,

J. C. Cummins, W. J. Young, W. H. Bassett.

J. Minchell, W. M. Slaughter, Thomas J. Jones,
S. H. Elbert, W. D. McCord, Thomas K. Hanna,
D. H. Wheeler, J. W. Marshall, ‘W. B. Warbritton.
‘W. B. Porter,

FELLOW CRAFT.

S. H. Jones.
ENTERED APPRENTICE.
A. H. Barker.
WITHDRAWN.

J. C. McLelland.
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LIST OF GRAND LODGES
In Oorrespondence with the Grand (3 of Nebraska, with the names and residence of the

Grand Secrelaries.

STATES. NAMES. RESIDENCES.
Alabrma s a8 e eiiDani el S ayro/ N BtV Montgomery....... e
ArkAnSAS. . ciw-vnssnnns T. D. Merrick..........|Littla Rock..eeurvn.....
California, coeee cveeese.|Alex. J. Abell..........|San Francisco...... Y
Connectiont. ... .o ...... 105 Gl SHATE S 3000100 6 00 New Haven.......... =
A A O 0 08 Sein 0 & ol S 18 E Gy o oR a6 80 00 6 Wilmington.......c.cus 5
Floridaseeeense o vnoeses(John B, Taylor, M. D... |Tallahassee......c..v....
Geargin..eeieeeenn.n. Simri RoS€..eevruerenss Macon. ........ 00085
TG 56 0060 0800 6,006 B0 Hermon G. Reynolds....|Springfield..... ........
Tndiana,....... %5 .|Francis King...... +»+»«|Indianapolis...... 506600
Jowa s P s e, o I SR Airvii R s v« «» |Muscatine, . ..
Kentneky.oeees coseasssdohn M. 8. MeCorkle. ... |Greensburg
Kangas, . ..... e «eos »o.]|Charles Mundee......... Fort Leavenworth.......
Louisiana. ... ccvvvienes Samuel G. Risk. ........ New Orleans...........
1 T 06 64’ 6 6.6 68000 ooe s |Ira . Bernyif ettt e » 3o THTEG b o S0kt 0 060 o A d
Massachusetts.... ......|Charles W. Moore....... Boston.. 4
Michigan..ee. +ue..es...|James Fenton,......... Detroit A
Missouri....... e veeees.|A. O'Sullivan...... o0 6005k Loms ...... M) 0do
Misaissippieece covenn ../R. W. T. Daniel..... ... |Jackson...... AL A 5
Minnesota. .. ... NE o Xl Geo. W. Prescott....... St. Paul...... N S
New Hampthm. ««-.... Horace Chase..... veasne IHopkantonr s S Sy Suios
New Jersey........ ....|Joseph H. Hough.......|Trenton.........
New York... ...vu.... James M. Austin, M. D.. | New York....ceoecvens
North Carolina, . ..v.ee..|W. T. Bain..ooo... ... ..|Raleigh....... oW Sl
Ohiorste. & 0 Lo g John D. Caldwell.......!Cincinnati...... 0GB 006 o
OregOnEtyt b S St C. J. Trenchard....... ..|Astoria........ 00000 GH 0
Pennsylvania....... .... William H. Adams...... Philadelphia............
Rhode Island ..........|Willilam C. Baker....... Providence..... ....covee
South Caroling, . .e..ee.. A. G. Mackey, M. D....|Charleston..... vecuron.
Tennessee. ........ v....|Charles A. Fuller.......|Nashville.... .... 038630
I ) 00 0000 50.A6 068 ..../A. S. Ruthvan,.........|Galveston.......
a0 50 Bo0baan 600 John Dove, M. D....... Richmond..............
N/ AT 66 0.0 0 86 6ao 0 oo John B. Hollenbeck : Burlington e 1 I
Wisconsin..... vevevess.|John Warren Hunt...... Madison. ....... JadOh A
Washington Terntory .|IT. M. Reed......... Al | Olmpiatis S T D
District of Columhia. . ., . G. A. Schwarzman......|Washington.... .c......
Canada......e0c000.... Thomas B. Harris..... .. (Hamilton, C. W..... foat







PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

HELD AT BROWNVILLE, JUNE 5, A. L, 5860.

THIRD ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

BrownvirLe, NEBrRASKA, June 5, 1860.

The Grand 5 of the most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of the Territory of Nebraska
commenced its third Annual Communication at the Masonic
Hallin Brownville, this day. There were present the following

GRAND OFFICERS.

.. L. B. KixNEY, a8 Grand Master.

. GEo. W. BRATTON, as Senior Grand Warden.
*. 8. REDFIELD, as Junior Grand Warden.

. J. H. Maxoxn, Grand Treasurer.

. R. W. Furnag, Grand Secretary.

. I. L. Ginns, as Grand Orator.

. GEO. ARMSTRONG, Grand Lecturer.

. A. R. GILLMORE, as Grand Marshal.

. L. P. GILLETTE, as Senior Grand Deacon.
. D. H. WHEELER, Junior Grand Deacon.
. . W. WILRINSON, Grand Steward.

. G. G. GILLETTE, as Grand Sword Bearer.

*. H. N. CORNELL, } )
-, A, D, LUCE, J 7 as Grand Pursuivants.

.*. R. T. RAINEY, Grand Tyler.

A O of Master Masons was opened in ample form by the
M.-. W... Grand Master, with the assistance of the Grand Officers

and brethren present.
Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.
14
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The M.-. W... Grand Master appointed the following commit-
tee:

On Credentials—Bros. Wilkinson, Bangs and Wheeler.

Bro. Wilkinson, from committee on Credentials, reported as
follows, which report was adopted :

REPORT.
Tothe M... W. . Grand O of Nebraska :

Your committee on Credentials find the following (5 in this jurisdiction rep-
resented by the following named delegates, whose credentials are eorrect; also
the number of votes to which each is entitled:

NEBRASKA (3, No. 1—L. B. Kinney, 1; 8. D. Bangs, proxy, 1.

WESTERN STAR (O, No. 2—Lee P. Gillette, 1; Geo. G. Gillette, proxy, 1; J.
F. Kinney, proxy, 1.

CapitAL (O, No. 3—Geo. Armstrong, 1; A. R. Gillmore, proxy, 1; A. D.
Luce, proxy, 1.

NemaBA VALLEY OO, No. 4—T. W. Bedford, proxy, 1; G. W. Bratton, 1; R.
T. Ruiney, 1.

OMaDp1 O, No. 5—G. W. Wilkinson, 2; 8. Redfield, proxy, 1.

PrLatTsMouTH O, No. 6—D. H. Wheeler, 1; J. W. Marshall, 1; 8. H. Jones,
proxy. 1.

The committee also find the following Grand Officers entitled to seats:

R.-. W. . L. B. Kinney, as Grand Master.

R... W.*. Geo. W. Bratton, as Senior Grand Warden.
*. 8. Redfield, as Junior Grand Warden.
. J. H. Maxon, Grand Treasurer.

. R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary.

. I. L. Gibbs, as Granil Orator.

‘. Geo. Armstrong, Grand Lecturer.

. A. R. Gillmore, as Grand Marshal.

. L. P. Gillette, as Senior Grand Deacon.
D. H. Wheeler, Junior Grand Deacon.
. G. W. Wilkinson, Grand Steward.

. G. G. Gillette, as Grand Sword Bearer.

E g gg;g?“’ }as Grand Pursuivants.

. R. T. Rainey, Grand Tyler.
Rospectfully submitted.

gEw

d4ad444494223

G. W. WILKINSON, )
D. H. WHEELER, > Committee.
S. D. BANGS, ;

A constitutional number of CEg being represented, the W.-.
Grand Marshal, by order of the M... W.-. Grand Master, declar-
ed the M... W... Grand O of Nebraska duly opened for the dis-
patch of business. :
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The M... W... Grand Master then appointed the following

STANDING COMMITTEES.

On Accounts—Brothers J. H. Maxon, Geo. Armstrong and G. G. Gillette.

On Charlers and Dispensations—Brothers D. H. Wheeler, L. P.' Gillette and
A. R. Gillmore.

On Foreign Correspondence—Brothers R. W. Furnas, Geo. Armstrong andJ. F,
Kinney.

On Ways and Means—Brothers J. H. Maxon, J. W. Marshall and S. H. Jones.

On Charity—Brothers S. H. Jones, G. W. Bratton and 8. Redfield.

On Grievances—Brothers S. L. Jones, G. W. Wilkinson and S. D. Bangs.

On Unfinished Business—Brothers R. W. Furnas, Geo. Armstrong and 8. H.
Jones.

On Pay Rolls—Brothers J. H. Maxon, R. W. Furnas and A. R. Gillmore.

On Masonic Jurisprudence—Brothers J. F. Kinney, Geo. Armstrong and G. W.
Bratton.

On School Fund—Brothers T. W. Bedford, H. N. Cornell and D. H. Wheoler.

On Subordinale Returns—DBrothers S. Redfield, S. D. Bangs and S. H. Jones.

On Visitors—Brothers Geo. Armstrong, H. N. Cornell and G. W. Bratton.

The Grand Secretary then read the following from the M.-
W.-. Grand Master :

OMAHA, June 2, 1860.
Breihren of the Grand T3 :

A few days since I became convinced that it would be impossible for me to
attend tho coming session of our Grand (3 on the 5th inst.; a privilege, T re-
gret much, that I have to forego at the present time. The brethren of the
Grand 1 have for three successive years elevated me to the highest office with-
in their gift, and being now about to retire from office, I wished, sincerely, that
I might be present and thauk each brother, individually, for the good will and
many favors I have received at their hands during my administration. Since
the organization of our Grand (3, we lave, as Grand and Subordinate C3J been
peenliarly situated, with much to encounter for success and but little to encour-
age us on our way. The six [0 that now compose our Grand (3 were organ-
ized and set to work when times were prosperous and good. Soon afier their
organization a change took place that will long be remembered by the residents
of this Territory, from which we are now just recovering, and that very slowly.

In addition to financial troubles, during the period mentioned, the great gold
discovery was made west of us, and a large number of our members having suf-
fered severely from the effects of the crisis, and being possessed with a spirit of
adventure, concluded to seek fortune’s favors and smiles in the newly discovered
gold mines. All of the six (31 have suffered greatly from this cause; in some
instances leaving barely enongh to perform the duties of the (.

In view of the great troubles and difficulties the [ have had to encounter,
I have a few recommendations to offer with respect to our Constitution and By-

Laws :
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Article XITI. of the Constitution, says that no warrant or dispensation shall
be granted for a less sum than $50. I would recommend this to be reduced
fully one-half the above amount.

Section 2 of the By-Laws, is left blank with regard to the time and place of
meeting of the Grand (3. I would recommend that the Grand O3 locate per-
manently at some central place.

In Section 19 of the By-Laws, the sum of $3 for each initiation is required
from the subordinate (). With a view of aiding the CZq in every possible
way, I would recommend that the amount be changed to $2.

The foregoing are, I believe, all the changes 1 have to recommend.

Officially I have had but liitle to do since our last Grand Communication. On
the 277th of December last, I installed the officers of Capitol =1 No. 3, and on
the 10th of May last I issucd a dispensation to Western Star =1, No. 2, located
at Nebraska City, their charter having been consumed in the late disastrous
conflagration that visited that city. As the dispensation expires with the pres-
ent meeting of the Grand (3, I recommend that a new charter be granted with-
out any additional fee.

With respect to other jurisdictions, I have but little knowledge at present. I
have, as Grand Master, received copies of the following States only: Louisiana,
Alabama, Florida and Vermont, where the craft appear to be in the most flour-
ishing condition.

In concluding this letter, my brethren, allow me to again allude to your kind-
ness in the favors you have bestowed upon me. Under no circumstances, at
present, could I consent to attempt to fill any position in the Grand @; and in
retiring, allow me to suggest that you elect officers well skilled in masonic law
and the ritual, and from those who will most likely remain in our jurisdiction
until the next annual session.

Trusting you will have a pleasant and profitable session, and may receive the
blessing of our Supreme Grand Master above upon your labors,

T am fraternally, vour obedient servant.
ROBKRT C. JORDAN, Grand Master.

Brother Wheeler presented the following resolution, which
was adopted :

Resolved, That the address of the Grand Master be reforred to a select com-

mittee of three, to designate appropriate committees to which the several matters
therein named shall be referred.

Brothers J. F. Kinney, Geo. Armstrong and G. W. Bratton,
were appointed a committee as provided in the foregoing.
Brother Wheeler offered the following, which was adopted :

Resolved, That all Master Masons, in good standing, be invited to witness the
deliberations of this Grand .

Brother J. F. Kinney presented the following preamble and
resolutions relative to Western Star 0, No. 2, which were
adopted :
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‘WHEREAS, The late disastrous fire in Nebraska City, N. T., which occurred
on the 12th day of May last, destroyed the hall occupied by Western Star 3,
No. 2, Free and Accepted Masons, with all the records and furniture belonging
to said (3 (except their jewels), leaving the CJ entirely destitute, and without a
room in the city suitable for holding Communications; and

‘WHEREAS, Many of the brethren, as we are credibly informed, suffered
severely in the loss of property by said fire, and are without the means for
building a hall; and

WHEREAS, The location of said O3, at Nebraska City, on the Missouri River,
is one of the most importance to the traveling and sojourning brethren in this
Territory, and the (3 is among the most flourishing and worthy; and

WaEREAS, We learn that the CJ has appointed Brothers Fountain Pearman,
Slyvester Redfield and Lee P. Gillette to visit the brethren and masonic IJ5h
east and south, for the purpose of appealing to their masonic charity in this
their hour of distress; therefore

Resolved, by the Grand (3O of Nebraska, now in Annual Session in the city of Brouwn-
wville, That the appeal of our brethren of Western Star (3, No. 1, for assistance
in building a O hall, is meritorious; and we confidently trust that their appeal
for help will be responded to with that liberality which has ever characterized
the brethren of this fraternity in all ages of the world.

Resolved, That this Grand (3 do cordially and fraternally recommend our
worthy Brothers Pearman, Redfield and Gillette as eminently worthy the confi-
dence and respect of all the (3 they may visit.

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to furnish said brethren,
under the seal of this Grand (3, a copy of these resolutions.

The M... W.-. Grand & was called from labor to refreshment
until 2 o’clock.

O

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Two o’crock, », M.

The M... W... Grand @ was called from refreshment to labor,
R... W... L. B. Kinney, Grand Master pro tem., presiding.

Brother Redfield offered the following in regard to Western
Star O, which was adopted :

WHEREAS, Section 13 of the By-Laws of this Grand O provides that ‘‘No
representative or proxy from a subordinate (3 shall hold a seat in this Grand &
until he shall produce evidence that the (3 Le represents has discharged in full
its Grand (J dues;’ and

Whereas, Western Star (O, No. 2, is unable, at present, to discharge its dues,
in consequence of the losses of said [CJ by the late disastrous fire; therefore,

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized and instructed to accept the
note of Western Star (3, signed by the officers of said (3, in lien of cash due,
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Brother J. F. Kinney, from committee to whom was referred
the communication of M.-. W.-. Grand Master, reported as follows,
which report was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand O of Nebraska:

The committee to whom was referred the annual communication of the M.-.
W.-. Grand Master, for designating appropriate committees to which the several
matters therein named be referred, report by presenting the following resolution:
Resolved, That so much of the Grand Master's communication as refers to the
reduction of charges for warrants and dispensations, and to the lost charter of
Western Star (3, No. 2. be referred to the committee on Charters and Dispensa-
tions; that portion relative to the permanent location of the Grand ] be referred
to a select committee of three; and that portion relative to a reduction of Grand
31 dues, be roferred to committee on Ways and Means.
Respectfully submitted,
J. F. KINXNEY,
GEO. ARMSTRONG, » Committce.
G. W. BRATTON,

Brotbers Redfield, Armstrong and Furnas were appointed a

select committee on permanent location of this Grand ©.

Brother Bratton offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the committee on Foreign Correspondence be, and they are
hereby instructed to collect, and have published in our proceedings, the names
of all expelled and suspended masons of other jurisdictions with which this Grand
3 is in correspondence.

Brother Bedford, from committee on School Fund, reported
the following, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.+, W. . Grand O3 of Nebraska :

Your committee on School Fund beg leave to report, that no measures have
been taken to raise such a fund; and finding nothiug further to claim our atten-
tion, we respectfully subscribe ourselves

T W. BEDFORD, l
H. N. CORNELL, »Committee.
D. H. WHEELER,

Brother Furnas, as a committee appointed at the last session
of this M... W... Grand O to procure a set of Grand O jewels, and
also the printing of twenty-five parchment charters, presented
the following report, which was referred to the committee on

Accounts :
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REPORT.
To the M.©. W.'. Grand (3 of Nebraska :

In compliance with your instructions, I have procured a set of Grand O
jewels and twenty-five parchment charters, all of whi-h are here present. The
following is an exhibit of their cost:

M., W.. Grand @ of Nebraska

To R. W. FurNas, Grand Secretary, Dr.
To paid W. M. Price for set Grand o jewels B $100 00
ki express charges on the same 2 00
o for ribbon for collars.....cveeiereiancn o 150
& for parchment charters...... o AP0 RAOE ASROAGBEITACOTD 25 00
U D e R e B $128 50

Respectfully submitted.
R. W. FURNAS, Committee.

The R... W.-. Grand Secretary presented the following as his
report, which was referred to committee on Accounts:

GRAND SECRETARY'S REPORT.
To the M.-. W.:. Grand (3 of Nebraska :

R. W. Furxag, Grand Secretary, in account with the Grand o of Nebraska, Dr.
To dues from Nebraska o, No. 1 ....§ 18 00
& i Western Star o, No. 2 66 00
@ e Capital =, No. 3........... 59 00
& & Nemaha Valley o, No. 4 43 00
[} o I G T N O B L . Soot i ol o & e . NSt et 19 00
K g Plattsmouth =, No. 6.....ceueeen 31 00
$236 00

Cr.

By Grand Treasurer's receipt.....c..cvesesiensaracercan P S B SO PO M 2 00 8236 00

Respectfully submitted.
R. W. FURNAS, Grand Secretary.

The R.-. W... Grand Treasurer presented the following annual
report, which was referred to committee on Accounts:
GRAND TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the M... W . Grand O of Nebraska:
JouN H, MaxoN, Grand Treasurer, in account with the Grand &= of Nebraska :

1859. Dr.
June 15! BAlANCe IN TrCASUEY .tiioesestecsse s te o astionrussars s Snraatm ST Qoocorsgand $386 64
1860.
June 5. Amount received of Grand Secretary 236 00
$622 64
1859. Cr.
June 15. By Pay Roll 1859 $ 89 40

« « « gmount paid for stationery and printing...
QY40 i 4 “ Grand Secretary's salary..
st SRR ¢ refunded Western Star o......
1860.

June 5. Cash in Treasury, to balance...... = 375 54

.- 102 70
60 00
5 00

$022 64
Respectfully submitted.

JOHN H. MAXON, Grand Treasurer.
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Brother Furnas presented the following bill for prmtmg,
which was referred to committee on Accounts
Grand o of Nebraska, to R. W. Furvas,

& d circulars to ot IRNIINNSIENEE | me. (ot 2 . i b el bt o i o o6
ERDOBLARO. 2, ss3tassasosstasncorrost s irmates 6 50

8145 50

Brother J. F. Kinney offered the following resolution, which
was adopted :

Resolved, That the Grand [ now proceed to the election, by ballot, of officers
of this Grand [ to serve the coming year.

The M.. W.. Grand Master appointed Brothers Wilkinson
and Redfield tellers, and the election took place with the follow-
ing result:

GEORGE ARMSTRONG, of Omaha, M. . W.-, Grand Master.

L. B. KINNEY, of Nebraska City, R.'. W.'. Deputy Grand Master.
S. REDFIELD, of Nebraska City, R.*. W. . Senior Grand Warden.
D. H. WHEELER, of Plattsmouth, R.*. W.*, Junior Grand Warden.

J. H. Maxox, of Nebraska City, R.*. W. . Grand Treasurer.
R. W. Fur~as, of Brownville, R.". W.*. Grand Secretary.

Grand O called from labor to refreshment until to-morrow
morning at 10 o’clock.

SECOND DAY.

W EDNESDAY, June 6, 1860.

Grand O called from refreshment to labor.
Present, officers as on yesterday.

Brother Armstrong, from committee on Unfinished Business,
submitted the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
Tolhe M.:. W.:. Grand ) of Nebraska:

The committee on Unfinished Business respectfully report that they have ex-
amined the proceedings of our Ilast Annual Communication, and find but one
subject postponed for the action of this Grand &3. This subject is the amend-
ment of the fifth paragraph of the Rules and Regulations of subordinate (5.
The Grand Master recommended that they be so amended that Entered Appren-
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tices and Fellow Crafts can be balloted for when the CF are open in these de-
grees.

Your committee would recommend that this subject be referred to the com-
mittee on Masonic Jurisprudence.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

GEO. ARMSTRONG, )
R. W. FURNAS, + Committee.
SAM'L H. JONES, )

Brother Jones, from committee on Charity, made the follow-
ing report, which was adopted :

REPORT.

To the M.". W.-. Grand (O of Nebraska:
The standing committee on Charity, would respectfully report that no busi-
ness has been presented for their consideration.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
SAM'L H. JONES, l
GEO. W. BRATTON, » Committee.
S. REDFIELD, )

Brother J. F. Kinney submitted the following, in regard to
the retiring M... W.. Grand Master, Brother R. C. Jordan
which was unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That, as our M.-. W.-. Grand Master, Brother Rob’t C. Jordan—
who has presided over this Grand (3 from 1ts organization to the present time—
has peremptorily declined a re-election, it is with deep regret that we are com-
pelled to sever the official relations which have so pleasantly existed between
him and this Grand (3.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Grand [J are hereby tendered to our worthy
brother, Rob't C. Jordan. for his early and efficient masonic efforts in organizing
this Grand (3; for his devotion to the principles of masonry; for his zeal in ad-
vancing the prosperity of the order, and for the valuable masonic information he
has imparted to this and the subordinate [ under our jurisdiction.

Resolued, That—in retiring from the station, Brother Jordan hag filled with so
much profit to the craft—while we are sensible of our loss, we can assure our
brother that he bears with him the fraternal esteem and confidence of all the
officers and members of this Grand (3, with our earnest desire for his continued
prosperity and happiness.

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be requested to forward to Brother Jor-
dan a copy of these resolutions.

)

Brother Wheeler offered the following amendment to the By-
Laws of this Grand O, and by unanimous consent it was acted
upon, and adopted unanimously :

Resolved, That Section 26 of the By-Laws of this Grand 3, be so amended,

that every society of masons applying for a dispensation, shall, before the same
he granted, deposit with the M.'. W.-. Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master
15




114 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [Brownville,

issuing the same, the sum of $10 for the use of the Grand O, and should their
work be approved by the Grand [, shall be entitled to a charter upon the pay-
ment of $25 into the hands of the Grand Secretary.

|

The bond of the Grand Treasurer, Brother J. H. Maxon, was
presented, and on motion accepted. It reads as follows:

HALL oF GRAND (3, BROWNVILLE, June 6, 1860.

Know all men by these Presents, That we, John H. Maxon, as principal, and H.
N. Cornell and F. Pearman, as sureties, are held and firmly bound unto the
Grand 3 of Nebraska of Free and Accepted Masons, in the penal sum of one
thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, for the payment of which,
well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, administra-
tors and assigns, and each of them, firmly hy these presents. The condition of
the above obligation is such, that whereas, the said John H. Maxon has been
elected Treasurer of the Grand 3 of Nebraska for one year; now if the said
Maxon shall well and truly discharge the duties of his office as required by the
Grand [, and pay over all moneys in his possession, as Treasurer, to his sue-
cessor in office, then this obligation shall be void, otherwise to remain in full
forece and virtue.

JOHN H. MAXON, )
H. N. CORNELL, } Committee.
¥. PEARMAN

Brother Maxon, from the committee on Accounts, submitted
the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.*. W. . Grand 3 of Nebraska :

Your standing committee on Accounts beg leave to submit the following report:

They have examined the books and vouchers of the Grand Secretary and
Grand Treasurer, and find them correct, and a balance of $376.54 in the
treasury.

They have also examined the account of Wm. H. Price, for Grand o jewels...... 8100 00
For United States Express charges ou the same

2 50
Theodore Hill, for ribbon 1 50
$104 00

Also, the account of R. W. Furnas:

To printing 400 copies of Grand = proceedings......... 8134 50
Ly “ 25 parchment charters. 25 00
h “  Circulars to other Grand = 4 50
© Postage 6 50

$170 50

And find them correct, and offer the following resolution :

Resolved, That an order be drawn in favor of John H. Maxon for one hundred

and four dollars, in payment for (3 jewels, &c., he having placed in the hands of
this commitee bills receipted for that amount.
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Resolved, That an order be drawn in favor of R. W. Furnas for one hundred
and seventy dollars and fifty cents in payment of his bill.

Respectfully submitted.
JOHN H. MAXON,
GEO. ARMSTRONG, » Committee.
GEO. G. GILLETTE,

Brother Redfield, from committee on Subordinate Returns,

reported as follows, which was adopted :
REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand (O of Nebraska :

Your committee, to whom was referred the returns of subordinate (337, respect-
fully report:

That the returns of Nebraska (3, No. 1, are correct. The returns of Western
Star 1. No. 2, are as nearly correct as possible, their records and papers having
been destroyed by fire. Capital (3, No. 3, has paid dues on four Master Masons,
who had been initiated the present year. The returns of Nemaha Valley (3,
No. 4, Omadi (3, No. 5, and Plattsmouth {3, No. 6, are correct.

We recommend the adoption of the following resolution:

Resolved, That a warrant be drawn in favor of Capitol 3, No. 3, for four
dollars, being the amount of dues over-paid the current year.

Respectfully submitted.
S. REDFIELD,
8. D. BANGS, Committee.
SAMUEL H. JONES,

Brother Jones, from the committee on Grievances, presented

the following report, which was adopted:
REPORT.

To the M.:. W.-. Grand (3 of Nebraska:

Your committee, to whom was referred the subject matter of Grievances, beg
leave to report:

That they have had the same under consideration during this session of the
Grand 3, and are happy to say that no matters of a grievous character have
been presented for their deliberation.

Respectfully submitted.
SAMUEL H. JONES,
G. W. WILKINSON, }Committee.
S. D. BANGS,

Brother Wheeler, from the committee on Charters and Dis-
pensations, reported as follows, which report was adopted :
REPORT.

To the M.-. W. . Grand O of Nebraska:

The committee on Charters and Dispensations, to whom was referred that
portion of the communication of the M.*. W.-. Grand Master relating to the
reduction of charges for dispensations and warrants, and amount to be paid on
each initiation, and in relation to the lost charter of Western Star (3, No. 2, have
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had the same under consideration, and would respectfully offer the following as
their report :
Resolved, That a duplicate charter be issued to Western Star (O, No. 2, in
place of the one destroyed in the late conflagration at Nebraska City.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
D. . WHELLER, ) o
A. R. GILLMORE, §

Brother Redficld, from the select committee on the permanent
location of the Grand O3, made the following report, which was
adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.:. W. . Grand O3 of Nebraska:

The select committee, to whom was referred that portion of the M.-. W.-.
Grand Master’s communication relative to the permanent location of this Grand
[, report :

That in their opinion it would not be expedient at this time to fix permunently
the place of meeting of this body. As it seems to be the understanding among
the brethren that our next communication shall be held at Plattsmouth, and as
that place, also, appears to be the point in view for the permanent location of
the Grand 3, your committeo would recommend that the subject referred to
them be postponed until the next communication of this Grand 2.

Respectfully submitted. S. REDFIKLD,

GEO. ARMSTRONG, gCommittee.
R. W. FURNAS, )

Brother Maxon, from committee on Pay Roll, reported as
follows, which report was adopted:
REPORT.
To the M.-. W.'. Grand O of Nebraska :
The committee on Pay Roll beg leave to report the following as the amounts
due the officers and members of the Grand O for the year 1860:
PAY ROLL
Of the Officers and Members of the Grand (1 of Nebraska for the Annual Comnuni-
; cation held al Brownville, June, 1860.
GRAND OFFICERS.

NAMES. ‘ RESIDENCES,

L. B. Kinney, M.". W... Grand Master pro tem|Bellevue 300|811 04
G. W. Bratton, Senior Grand Warden pro tcm|Brownville... ............ 3 00 3 00
8. Redfield, Junior Grand Warden.... .|Nebraska City. 24 3 00] 624
John H. Maxon, Grand Treasurer.. .|Nebraska City. 24 6 24
*R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary. i
Geo. Armstrong, Grand Lecturer....
*L,. P. Gillette, Senior Grand Deaco
D. H. Wheeler, Junior Grand Deacon
#G. W. Wilkingon, Grand Steward
G. G. Gillette, Grand Sword Beare
H. N. Cornell, Grand Pursuivant.
*A. D. Luce, N ¥ b0 2 P (0] 1 1)) T RSSPRSRVOOPIORY [0 ORI PRI IOSSUPRie
R. T. Rainey, Grand Tyler ol i 3 00

1437 08]$27 00|464 08

*Drew mileage and per diem as representatives.
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MEMBERS,
2| ERIB

. NAME OF 2. WHERE HELD. - i =] ) :2 TOTAL. TO WHOM PAID.
? =l e ar 8 h saliny i SR
i 67|8 8 04 3 00411 04(8. DEBANERESE: ...
2 27| 8 24 3 l'l(ll 6 24|Lee P G]l]ette g
3! . 77 9 24 3 00/ 12 24| A. D. Luce....ceuuvnes
4. feeeee|seneeene-| 3 00| 3 00|Robert W. Furnas
ﬁ.. .(167| 20 04‘ 3 00| 23 04/G. W. Wilkinson..
6.. 57, 6 84| 300/ 9 84/J. W. Marshall......

i
|
[$47 40|818 00|$65 40|

Respectfully submitted.
JOHN H. MAXON.
R. W. FURNAS, > Committee.
A. R. GILLMORE, )

Brother "Maxon, from committee on Ways and Means, sub-
mitted the following report, which was adopted :
REPORT.
To the M.:. W.:. Grand O of Nebraska:
The standing committee on Ways and Means respectfully report, that upon
examination of the condition of the finances of said 3, they find the funds to
consist of

Amount in hands of Treasurer.......co.ccvusersarnres $375 45
Which is subject to draft at this session for the following purposes:

L€ 5016 b= LT B e P o o oo oo el AR Lo e L et §104 00

Pay Roll this session @ . 129 48

Printing, charters, stationery, postage, &C....c.cueveeeericinicennns 175 50

$408 98

375 45

Making a deficit of .. $33 53

In addition to the orders above enumerated, to be drawn upon the treasury
at this session, in accordance with Sec. 16 of the By-Laws, the Grand Secretary
is entitled to a salary of 8150; but the Grand Secretary, in consideration of the
state of the finances of this Grand (3, has generously donated this O3 that amount,
and will make no charge for his services.

Your committee have had under careful consideration that portion of the
M.:. W.-. Grand Master's communication relating to the reduction of the
amount paid by subordinate [ for initiation, reducing it from $3 to $2, and
would offer the following resolution:

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at the present time, for the financial pros-
perity of this institution, to make said reduction.

The present year our expenses have exceeded our receipts, but your com-
mittee do not deem it advisable to increase the (Grand (3 dues at the present
time, becanse our disbursements have been larger this year than we should
estimate them for another yeur, having purchased Grand (O jewcls and parch-
ment charters.

All of whicl is respectfully submitted.
JOHN H. MAXON,{
J. W. MARSHALL, * Committee.
SAM'L H. JONES, )




118 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [Browaville,

Brother Armstrong offered the following resolution, which
was adopted :

Resolved, That the next session of this Grand (J be held at Plattsmouth, on
the first Tuesday in June, 1861.

The Grand O having been notified yesterday, that it was the
desire of Nemaha Valley @ and brethren in attendance, that
the Annual Oration be delivered in public, and the Grand @
being invited to partake of a dinner prepared for the occasion,
the Grand 3 was called from labor to refreshment, until the
sound of the gavel in the Hast, and a procession was formed
by the Grand Marshal, which proceeded to the Presbyterian
Church, where the following address was delivered by Rev.
B. R. Baxter, of Oregon, Missouri :

ADDRESS.

Officers and Members of the Order of Ancient, Free and Accepled Masons :

Most cheerfully would T transfer the responsibilities of this hour to one more
competent to discharge them with aceceptibility to the craft and profit to all;
but as this I may not do, I proceed to define and defend some of the principles of
Freemasonry. So large is the field before me, and so various the sources from
whence instruction may be drawn, that I feel as I imagine the child would feel
in a beautiful tloral garden, where hundreds of flowers of varied hues would greet
the eye and please the fancy, while he would be allowed to pluck but one; it
would be difficult for him to make a selection with which he would afterwards
be content.

Masonry conveys to us the knowledge of one who constructs edifices composed
of stone and mortar, but may be understood as including, anciently, artificers of
various kinds, ‘‘Tubal Cain was an instructor of every artificer in brass and
iron.’* A. M. 129.

Masonry is divided into operative and speculative. ‘‘The heavens,"” which
t‘declare the glory of God,’’ and the ‘‘firmament,’’ which ‘‘showeth His handi-
work,”’ and the earth His footstool, all proclaim the power of the Supreme
Architeet, and lead us to exclaim, ‘‘O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! In
wisdom hast Thou made them all.”’

Men became operative masons from necessiy, to provide for their wants, and
operative masonry is a progressive art. Babylon, founded by Nimrod, the great-
grandson of Noah, was ‘‘the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldee’s
excellency.’’ This city, having reached the zenith of its glory under the reign of
Nebuchadnezzar, as he walked upon its walls, and beheld its magnificence, excit-
ed his pride, and drew forth the exclamation, ‘‘Is not this great Babylon, which I
have built?”’ With its stupendous walls, magnificent gates, beautiful hanging gar-
dens, and the gorgeous temple of Belus, it has been pronounced by a modern wri-
ter ‘‘the wonder of the world."”” Ninevah, the chief city of Assyria, founded by
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Nimrod, was improved by Ninus the Second, before Christ 1230 years, so as to
be regarded, at fhaf time, as the greatest city in the world. These, with Solo-
mon's Temple, which was built after a divine model, serve as specimens of the
successful cultivation of the art of operative masonry. in the days of yore. Each
passing day develops some new phase of this brauch of masonry, turned to
account for the benefit of man.

‘*Speculative masonry is a science, which, borrowing from the operative art its
working tools and implements, sanctifies them by symbolic instruction, to the
holiest of purposes—the venerafion of God and the purification of the soul. The
operative mason constructs his edifice of material substances; the speculative
mason is taught to erect a spiritual building, pure and spotless, and fit for the
residence of Him who dwelleth only with the good. The operative mason works
according to the designs laid down for him on the trestle board by the architect;
the speculative mason is gunided by the great trestle board on which is inseribed
the revealed will of God, the Supreme Architect of heaven and earth.’'—Mackey.

‘‘Freemasonry is a beautiful science of morality, veiled in allegory, and illus-
trated by symbols.”” This definition ought to be indelibly inscribed upon the
mind and heart of every member of the order, and be the ruling principle of his
life, and the guiding star of his final destiny.

Before entering upon the delineation of the principles ot masgonry, we would
briefly state what it is not:

1st. It is not a polifical association. It distinetly disavows any interference
with the political opinions of any man who may seek identity with it. As an
organization, it forbids the discussion of political issues in the O room, and leaves
each member quietly to enjoy his own opinions.

2d. It is not a religious organization, in any sectarian sense. It seeks not to
meddle with the religious creed or dogma of any man, or association of men ;
but, as in the other case, leaves each member free to think and act for himself.
“‘Masonry knows no religious sectarian creed, beyond ‘Faith in God, Hope n
immortality, and Charity toward all mankind.”"" Here it stops, as well it may,
because upon this basis all good men can meet and work. The standard of
masonic morality is the Bible, the ‘‘great light” of the order. Ivery principle
and tenet of masoury will bear measuring by tis siandard, and being weighed in
the scales of truth and justice.

Freemasonry contemplates the moral, social and intellectual improvement of
its members. First, its morality : It requires each member to believe in the
existence and providence of one Living and Supreme Being. While masonry is
true to her principles, no *‘stupid atheist'’ can ever gain admittance within her
sacred pale; nor can the ‘‘polytheist,”” who admits a plurality of gods, be obli-
gated on masonic altars. He who denies the existence of God has no object of
trust, no foundation for his faith, and cannot be guided through the various
chambers of our mystic temple; and should he profanely thrust himself within
the outer court, his eyes should not be permitted to behold, nor his mind to
conceive the beauties of masonry. ‘‘Every mason is bound by this tenure to
obey the moral law,”” which is ‘‘the great light of masonry.’” The infidel who
rejects this ‘‘light,’" in whole or in part, has no right to a place among masons.
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He can never be made a ‘‘polished stone' in this beautiful edifice, and should
be promptly rejected by all masonic builders. 41 *‘irreligious libertines’’ are
to be rejected. While Freemasonry is not a religious association, and does not
promulgate sectarian dogmas, it is opposed to every spacies of vice; drunkenness,
gambling, debauchery, and dishonesty of every grade, and to the smallest extent,
are contrary to masonic principles, and no man who practices these things is
morally fi to be a mason. Masonry teaches reverence for the name of Deity,
and he who blasphemes that name is an immoral man, and cannot be made &
mason without a compromise of the prineiple of the order; und that mason who
profanely uses the name of God,- grossly violates his mwral obligations, and
deserves to be expelled from the order.

It ** Frecmasonry be a beautiful system of moralily,”’ how can those who are
habitually immoral be regarded as masons? We distinguish very materially be-
tween bright masons and good ones. A man may be well versed in all the mystic
cabala of the craft, and understand all the work of the 3 room, and yet not
be a moral man nor a good mason. We close this point in the address with a
quotation from DeWitt Clinton: '* Although the origin of our fraternity is cov-
ered with darkness, and its history is to a greal extent obscure, yet we can con-
fidently say, that it is the most ancient society in the world; and we are equally
certain that its principles are based on pure morality; that its ethics are the
ethics of christianity; its doctrines, the doctrines of patriotism and brotherly
love, and its sentiments, the sentiments of exalted benevolence. Upon these
points, there can be no doubt. Al that is good, and kind, and charitable, it
encourages; all that is vicious and cruel, and oppressive, it reprobates.”’

Masonry recognizes all the social relations of society, and demands of all its
members a just regard to them; and he who fails to render that regard, if out,
should be kept out; and if, unfortunately, within, should be reformed or excluded.
Men of sour aud morose dispositions and seltish principles are not the material
of which to make good masons. Those who have no social element in their
composition cannot conceive nor practice those refined principles socially taught
in Frecmasonry.

1t is not true that masonry loves *‘darkness rather than light,”’ aund ignorance
more than knowledge. On the contrary it directly contemplates the intellectual
improvement of its members.  To this end it directs the pradent disposition of
time, and advises the study of the **liberal arts,”’ and direets to the investiga-
tion of the various departments of scientitic research. The successful study of
the principles of masonry will make masons men of more than average intelli-
gonce. He who fears God most devoully, regards the rights and interests of his
fellow-men most conscientiously, improves his intellect most assiduously, cultivates
his moral and social qualities most successfully, and he who governs Aimself most
scruprdously, and practices charity with the most prudence, is the best mason.

1t is sometimes objected to Freemasonry that it is opposed to christianity.
The very reverse of this is true. It is the handmaid of virtue and religion.
Otherwise good men would not be connected with it. We may successfully

challenge all its opposers to find anything in masonry contrary to the tenets of
revealed religion.
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Others object that it is contrary to the civil and political institutions of the
country. Are such persons sincere? If so, they are most deplorably ignorant,
and are prepared to believe any and cvery thing they may hear. One of the
fundamental principles of masonry is, that ‘‘in the state its members are to be
quiet and peaceable citizens, #rue to their government and just to their country.
Not to countenauce disloyalty nor rebellion, hut patiently submit to legal authority,
and conform with cheerfulness to the government of the country in which they
live.”” Again: somc object because of the immorality of the members. This
ig the fault of masons not of inasonry. There are immoral members in all moral
and religious associations. Judas Iscariot was a ‘‘devil,”’ as bad, I should
think, as the worst specimen of a mason that could be found. He who would
hold a system responsible for the improprieties of its members, lacks either capa-
city, or candor, or buth, to reason on any subject, and should be left alone in his
glory. Doubtless the motto of such is, ** Where ignorance is bliss, 'tis folly to be
wise.”” The objection to masonry is, that it is a sccret sociely, and the argument
(if such it may be called,) is that whatever is secret is necessarily evil. Mason-
ry is not a secret organization, so far as its principles are concerned. These are
published to the world, and court investigation, alike from friend and foe. In
its work in the (3 room, its signs, &e., it i a secret society, and its secrecy is
its only indemnity against imposition. Remove its secrecy and you destroy its
identity and upheave 1ts very foundations.

Various church organizations, as such, oppose masonry. Roman Catholics
oppose it becanse it gives the Bible to the people. Other small organization®—
composed of small men, competent only to deal in very small matters—make it
a test of church fellowship. For this regulation, masonry owes them a vote of
thanks, because I have never seen a member of one of these associations of
sufficient mental caliber to make a small sized mason. I venture the assertion
that the most violent opposers of masoury are those who are most ignorant of
its principles and tenets.

An important question is: Will masonry be perpetuated ? It has withstood
the opposition of all its foes, from without, and all treachery from within, and
there can be but one sourcc of imminent danger; as long as we guard with
proper vigilance the entrance to the inuer temple, and reject all improper mate-
rial, our edifice will stand, proudly bidding defiance to outward influences and
unfriendly combinations. ** Our institution being supported by wisdom, strength
and beauty,’’ is destined to an enviable immortality. Though the outward tem-
ple may be dissolved, its principles will not, cannot be affected by time, and
chance and change. ‘*Though the foundations of the earth be removed,’ yea
** though the globe 1tself be dissolved, and like the baseless fabric of a vision,
leave not a wreck behind;'’ though ‘‘the elements melt with fervent heat, and
the beavens pass away wilh a great noiso,'’ yet the ‘ beautiful '’ morality of
Freemasonry shall survive the final ‘* wreck of matters and crush of worlds,”’
and shine with a brighter lustre, as they shall reflect the rays of the sun of
righteousness.

Let us ever bear in mind the emblems of our order; some of which so signifi-
cantly symbolize our morality. Let us heed the voice of Jehovah speaking

16
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through the prophet: ‘* All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof as the
flower of the field.”” Of man how truly may it be said, ‘‘ To-day he puts forth
the tender leaves of hope; to-morrow blossoms, and bears his blushing honors
thick upon him; the next day comes a frost which nips the shoot, and when he
thinks his greatness still aspiring, he falls, lilke autumn leaves, to enrich our
mother earth.'” ‘‘These beautiful and expressive emblems close with the sol-
emn realities of death, the deep, damp vault, the mattock and the grave.'’
** These are gloomy considerations to our race, but to the christian, the cold-
ness and dampness of the grave are hidden by the evergreens of Faith and
Hope, which sprung forth from the root of Jesse, who was cut down in the
midst of his days, but from whose resurrection we derive glorious evidences of
a blessed immortality. If, like our great pattern and exemplar, we are faithful
to our trusts, violence may assail, but cannot destroy us; death will be no lon-
ger a tyrant, but a tyler to usher us into the presence of our Supreme Grand
Master, who presides in the ™ above."’

Brethren, ** we are traveling upon the level of time, to that undiscovered
country from whose bourne no traveler returns.”” Boyond the chilling flood of
death, in that city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God,
may we all meet again,

“Where no bright dream {s broken,
No flower shall fade in beauty’s hand,
And no farcwell be spoken.”

‘After the address the procession was again formed, and pro-

ceeded to dinner, and from thence to the masonie hall.

Grand O called from refreshment to labor.

Brother Furnas offered the following resolutions, which were
unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the thanks of the order are due, and are hereby tendered to
Brother Baxter for the very able and excellent address deliverod on this occasion.

Resolved, That this Grand O request of the orator, Brother Baxter, a copy of
the address for publication with the proceedings.

Brother Wheeler offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be hereby instructed to procure the print-
ing of 400 copies of the proceedings of this session; that he forward three copies
to each of the subordinate {hj in this jurisdiction, and one copy to the Grand
Secretary of each Grand (3 in the United States and Territories.

Brother Furnas, who had, during the interval between this
and the last session of this Grand 0O, been appointed chairman
of the committee on Foreign Correspondence, in place of Brother
Clarke, who had temporarily gone from the Territory, made
the following report, which was agreed to:
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

To the M.:. W.'. Grand O3 of Nebraska :

But a few weeks ago the writer was informed by the M.. W. . Grand Master
that he was appointed chairman of the committee on Foreign Correspondence,
in the place of Brother A. G. Clarke, who had removed from the Territory. It
was with no ordinary degree of timidity that I accepted the appointment and
undertook the duties. To step into the arena where labor those of life-long
experience and devotedness to the order, those thoroughly versed and posted
in all masonic affairs, was indeed embarrassing. The committee has not under-
taken to discuss points of masonic law or usage that necessarily arise in many of
the jurisdictions; but has contented itself with furnishing the order in Nebraska,
through this report, with a general outline as to the condition of the order with-
in the scope of our corréspondence.

The Grand Secretary has received the printed proceedings from thirty-three
jurisdictions; others in the United States have failed, we presume, owing to
some irregularity in the mails, as copies of our proceedings have been forwarded
to every Grand (3 in the United States. Those received are as follows, and of
the dates attached:

Arkansas, November 1, 1859,

Alabama, December 5, 1859.

Connecticut, May 11, 1859.

California, May 10, 1859.

Florida, January 9, 1860; also a bound volume of the proceedings of the
Grand O of Florida from the year 1830 to 1859—a very valuable book.

Georgia, October 26, 1859.

Indiana, May 23, 1859.

Tllinois, October 4, 1859.

Iowa, June T, 1859.

Kentucky, October 17, 1859.

Kansas, October 18, 1859.

Louisiana, February 14, 1859, and February 13, 1860.

Michigan, January 11, 1859.

Mississippi, January 17, 18, 19, 1859, and January 16, 17, 18, 19, 1860.

Maine, May 3, 1859.

Maryland, May 9, 10, 11, 12, 1859.

Missouri, May 23, 1859.

Massachusetts, March 8, 1859; December 27, 1859.

Minnesota, October 25, 1859.

North Carolina, December &, 1859.

New Hampshire, June 8 and 9, 1859.

New Jersey, Jannary 12, 1859.

New York, June 7, 1859.

Oregon, June 13, 1859.

Pennsylvania, March 1, 1858, and March 7, 1859.

Rhode Island, January 24, 1859.

South Carolina, November 15, 1859.
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Texas, January 13, 1859

Tennessee, October 3, 1859.

Vermont, January 12, 13, 1859; January 11, 12, 13, 1860.

Virginia, December 12, 1859.

‘Wisconsin, January 14, 1859.

‘Washington, September 5, 1859.

The Grand Secretary has also received from the General Superintendent,
Rev. W. D. Haley, Washington City, a number of pamphlet circulars, setting
forth the object and plan of the ‘‘ American Masonic Home for Widows and
Orphans of Freemasons.’’ Your committee regard the enterprise as a laudable
one, demanding the attention of the fraternity in the United States. The ecir-
culars were distributed to tho several subordinate (37 in this jurisdiction.

ALABAMA.

The Grand [3J of this State met at Montgomery, December 5, 1859; M.-. W.-.
R. H. Erwin, presiding. Number of [ in the jurisdiction, and represented,
264; number of members, 8,093.

Grand Master R. II. Erwin, Camden, and Grand Secretary Daniel Sayre,
Montgomery, re-elected.

We extract the following from the annual address of the M.:. W.-. Grand
Master:

In order that we may realize the bright anticipations of good which have
prompted us to abandon for a time our ordinary occupations and the endearing
influences of home, wo must have constant regard to tlie ‘‘ point within the
circle’ and its teachings. Nor need I, brethren, in this, my first, recommenad-
ation to you as your masonic head, remind you that there is another point which
you should have constantly in remombrance, in order that you may obtain the
full benefit of wise and prudential councils. I allude te order, which has ever
been one of the peculiar characteristics of the genius of masonry; and so long as
she has been enabled to maintain this, how potent has heen her influence to
elevate our thoughts and aspirations, harmonizs our sentiments and actions,
soften and beautify our rude natures, and fraternize our feelings. Here she per-
mts none of those rankling political feelings or sectarian exclusiveisms to enter,
for ** we meet upon the Level and part upoun the Square,’’ as an honest effort
to elevate our social feelings, support the dignity of our profession, cultivate a
pure morality, exalt our race, and adninister to the physical wants of humanity,
arc great masonic duties which admit of *‘ no contention, but rather that emula-
tion of who can best work and best agree.’’

With these points in view, I submit to your care and discretion the interests
of an institution, the points of whose compass extend through all bounds, and
whose solid foundation is based upon the extended principles of philanthropy
and good will to mankind of every nation and tongue.

Whilst I can unite with you, brethren, in the pleasing reflection that the
principles of Freemasonry have geuerally been maintained in their purity, and
the craft seem to be gradually but perceptibly improving in their social, moral
and intellectual standing, yet in all this bright picture there are, here and there,
touches indicative of sadness, among which there is one calculated to awaken
within your hearts a mournful sympathy; for I have to communicate to you
that there are those with whom it has been our pleasure heretofore to mingle
on such occasions, that have been called to their long homes, and among this
number three of our Past Grand Officers—Brothers John A. Whetstone and
Syd. Smith, Past Deputy Grand Masters, and Wm. A. Ferrell, Past Grand Lec-
turer of this Grand (0. These brethren, as well as their masonic virtues, were
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known to many of you, and you can justly estimate the loss which we have
sustained in the wisdom of their counsels, their teachings and their expansive
philanthropy. Then, while we freely and feeliogly tender our sympathies to
the friends and relatives of our deceased brethren, let us emulate their virtues,
and console ourselves with the reflection, that as polished ashlars they have
been deemed worthy to fill a niche in the temple ‘‘not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens.™

“For cold in the dust the perished heart may lie,
But that which warmed it once can never die.”

Within the past masonic year I have had inquiry made of me from {wo differ-
ent sources—'* whether a brother committing suicide under the influence of
delirium tremens should be buried with masonic honors?’ Not disposed to
arouse a painful feeling on a subject which excites so deeply the feelings of man-
kind as the burial of the dead, or to obstruct, in this ceremony, the gushings of
the masonic heart with sympathy, or to refuse to extend the broad mantle of
charity over the foibles of a fallen brother, I did not deem it necessary to inter-
dict, by my authority, the performance of this ceremony; but left it where it
seems to have been left by this Grand (3, to the wisdom and discretion of its
subordinates. And yet I felt constrained to advise the non-performance of this
last sad rite so sacred to the memory of masons.

I will take occasion to say, in connection with this subject, that the oceurrence
of such cases awakens the conviction that our (37 are not taking as high grounds
in masonic diseipline as they should. We should counsel, admonish and exhort,
in all brotherly kindness, our erring brethren, for it is human to err, and we
are not exempt; but when all this has failed, we should resort, in Zme, to the
extirpation of the diseased portion to protect the organization.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence notices Nebraska as follows:

‘We have read with pleasure the address of the Grand Master, the reports from
the officers and committees, and especially from the committee of Correspond-
ence. There is every reason to believe, from this pamphlet, that masonry is
firmly established in the hearts and minds of her now thinly inhabited Territory.
But a few years, and there will be millions of busy mortals within her borders.
and you builders, masonic workers, are now laying the foundation for manj'
masonic structures. May God speed you.

Brother 8. A. M. Wood, chairman of the committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence, closes his report in the following beautiful language:

We have now reached the end of our labors. The pamphlets are all laid
aside, the pen placed in its rack, and as we are about to sever, perhaps forever
our counection with the committee of Correspondence, thought wanders back
over the many bright pages we bave read, the many thrills of joy and gladness
they have produced—and memory calls up the faces of the authors, some of
whom we this year were happy enough to take by the hand, and our hearts are
sad indeed. * & 2 & * We need offer no word of encour-
agement to those who have had the harress on in this committee for years past,
but allow us to say to the young member, who lhas just started up the mountain,
be not discouraged by the heat and burden of the day. but toil on. your reward
will be sufficient for all you may suffer. We rejoice, in common with all our
sister States, that to-day masonry is understood; to-day, masonry is beautiful in
the eyes of the world; to-day, masonry is aware of the dangers of prosperity,
and is making haste to prepare for adversity. Yes. never before in her history
has her craflsmen toiled so assiduously to beautify her temples, and to lay the
foundations thereof deep and solid, so that when the storm cometh, neither the
winds nor the waters can cndanger her walls. If, then, her votaries are but
true to themselves, true to her teachings, true to the solemn obligations of men
dependent on the Grand Author of Truth, masonry is destined to live forever.
‘‘the wonder and admiration of mankind.”’ :
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ARKANSAS.

The Grand CJ met at Littlo Rock, November 3, 1859; L. E. Barber, Grand
Master, T. D. Merrick, Grand Secretary; residence of both, Little Rock.

Number of subordinate (. 128; number of members, 3,110.

The address of the Grand Master is mostly of a local nature, yet full of the
spirit of true masonry—urging a faithful dischurge of duties on the part of the
members of subordinates. He doubts the propriety of establishing a Supreme
Grand 3. Upon the same subject the committee on Foreign Correspondence
report as follows:

Your committee have had under consideration the proposition of the Grand &
of Maine, and although this Grand £ has heretofore expressed its disinclination
to the formation of a Supreme Grand O, yet, we think there can be no ohjec-
tion to such consultation upon the subject, as proposed by our sister of Maine:
we, therefore, recorumend the adoption of the following resolution:

Resolved, That the representatives of the Grand Chapter of Arkansas, and of
Hugh DePayens Commandery, who may attend the General Grand Chapter and
Grand Encampment at Chicago in September next, be authorized on behalf of
this Grand [J to consult with the representatives of any other Grand 53 who
may assemble there for that purpose. Adopted.

The committee on Masonic Law and Usage, submitted the following report:

Your committee have carefully cousidered the following inquiry, which was
referred to them: ‘* Has the Grand {3 a legal right to suspend a brother, when
a subordinate (3 refuses to act, or, when the charges are sustained by evidence
and the brethren refuse to infliet punishment,’’ and respond as follows:

The Grand (3 being the sovereign, and possessing the primary power of dis-
cipline over all masons within its jurisdiction, by charter, grants to subordinate
[ the power to charge, try and punish all masons belonging to such 3, or
residing within the territory over which it has jurisdiction under its charter,
for unmasonic conduct.

If the subordinate (3 fail or refuse to discharge their duty in the discipline
of masons within their jurisdiction, such CEq would be answerable to the
Grand O3, aud subject to have their charters withdrawn.

For example, if a mason is living in the open disregard of his moral and ma-
sonic duties, and complaint is made to the (3 within whose jurisdiction he re-
sides, and the 3 refuses to act, the Grand 3 would not, on that account,
proceed to call the offending brother before her, and try him herself, but would
discipline the subordinate C3 so refusing to discharge its duty.

If charges are preferred against a brother, and the (3 proceeds to try him,
but refuses to punish him, when the evidence clearly sustains the charges, any
brother deeming masonry aggrieved by the decision, may appeal to the Grand
™), which will reverse the judgment, if wrong, of the subordinate {3, and
send back the case, with a mandate, that the (3 proceed to try the case anew,
and if upon the same evidence, the CJ make the same decision as before, refus-
ing to punish the guilty brother, it would be subject to discipline by the
Grand .

CALIFORNIA.
The Grand [ held its tenth Annual Communication at Sacramento, on the
10th day of May, 1859; M.-. W.-. N. Green Curtis, Grand Master, presiding.
Number of (EH, 122; number of members, 4727,

M.-. W.-. N. Green Curtis, Sacramento, Grand Master, and R.". W.". A. G.
Abell, San Francisco, Grand Secretary, were rc-elected.
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The address of the Grand Master is principally of « local nature.

Brother Abell, chairman of the committee on Forei..n Correspondence, replies
as follows to the position taken by Grand Master J rdan and Brother Clarke,
Grand Orator, &c., on the question concerning the Vivine authenticity of the
Holy Bible, as a fundamental requisite to the initiat.un ot a candidate into the
mysteries of masonry.

Our opinions on the subject of this paragraph have been sufficiently often and
at length expressed in previous reports; and it would hardly be profitable to re-
print them. We quote this principally as an illustration of considerable cool-
ness in argumentative assumption—the stating as au exception that which is in
fact, the general rule. ‘‘In some cases’’ there has heen opposition. Possibly
there has, as of the thirty-six (now thirty-seven) Grand CE within the United
States, but three or four have adopted the '* wholesome requirement,’’ and one
at least, with such a proviso as makes the adoption meaningless. As to the
‘“inexcusable ignorance '’ with which so many of us are charged, we are con-
tent to suppose that in our own case the accusation may be true; but we admit
the profound sorrow which we feel in consequence, at being compelled to lose
all faith in Mackey, Morris, King, Barber, Pearl, O’'Sullivan, and many others
who have 8o greatly ** failed to duly appreciate’’ the subject.

The report on Forcign Correspondence is presented by Brother A. G. Clarke,
and him, also, do our regrets include, for the language he uses in treating of
this question in his report, indubitably places him among the '‘some,'” and in
his capacity as Grand Orator, we note his declaration that ‘** Hebrew and Assy-
rian, Jew and Gentile, Christian and Mahomedan, can kneel at the altar of
Freemasonry, and, in the perfect equality of truth and virtue, vow allegiance to
its trusts.”” In still a third capacity, as chairman of the committee to which
was referred this portion of the Grand Master’'s address, he presented certain
resolutions which were adopted, and which seem to have been intended as a
sort of compromise with the Grand Master, and to mean as little of the Ohio
test, as was practicable with that view, inasmuch as they declare that the Bible
‘‘from time immemorial has been ‘one of the ancient landmarks, either in the
form of the Old or New Testament, or both;’ and ‘* that no man can become a
mason unless he can avow a belief in the principles therein contained.

The address of Grand Orator, Brother J. L. English, is purely historical.
CONNECTICUT.

‘Wo have the proceedings of this Grand C3J which met at Hartford, May 11,
ds59; M.-. W.-. Geo. K. Daskam, Grand Master, presiding.
Number of [, 87; number of members, 5224,

John C. Blackman, of Bridgeport, was elceted M.*. W.'. Grand Master, and
E. G. Storer, of New Haven, re-clected R.-. W.. Grand Secretary.

Of the General Grand (3 question, Grand Master Daskam says :

During the past year I have received several communications from eminent
and distingnished masons in various parts of the United States, respecting the
formation of a General Grand &3. Without expressing any opinion of my own
on the subject, I leave it for you to take such action in the premises as may be
deemed proper and expedient.

Upon the same subject, the Grand (1 adopted the following resolutions :

Resolved, That the Grand (3 of Connecticut approves of the ten propositions
submitted to the ‘‘Universal Masonic Congress,’’ at its sittings in Paris, in June,
1855, with the amendment proposed by the R.:. W, . Brother Dove.

Resolved, That this Grand 3 is in favor of the city of New York as the plaee
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for holding the next meeting of said Congress; and, if held there, will take
measures to be represented.

We are sorry the Grand Secretary failed to receive our proceedings regularly.
‘We send again, Brother Storer, the proceedings of 1858.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

The Annual (ommnuoication was held at Washington city; M.". W.". G. C.
Whiting, Grand Master, presiding. Nuwnber of [Z, 16.

M.-. W.-. G. C. Whiting, of Washington, was re-elected Grand Master,
and R.". W:. G. A. Schwarzman, of Washington, Grand Secretary.

At a semi-annual communication, a committee of one from each subordinate
) was appointed, to whom wags referred the matter in relation to suspension for
non-payment of dues. As this i3 an important question to the craft generally,
and as this committee has ably treated the subject, we extract liberally :

The subject of [ dues is oune that has been, of late, frequently considered, and
fully discussed, in the various jurisdictions of our country; but the conclusions
arrived at have been very different, Several of the Grand [ have permitted
their subordinate T to inlict the severest punishments known to masonry, in
order to compel their payment. This, in generul, has been permissive merely;
although in one or two instances it has been formally decided that the use of
such means was proper and right. On the other hand, the exercise of such a
power has been reprobated by many of the Grand U3, as well as by the most
eminent masonic writers of the day. Your committee, however, do not deem it
necessary to specify in detail the actions of other Grand bodies, as precedents
for that to be adopted here, regarding the question as one of very easy solution
when viewed simply as a matter of masonic jurisprudence, and divested entirely
of all notions of mere expediency.

In order to arrive at a just estimate of the power of subordinate {Ehy in refer-
ence to the matter under consideration, it will be necessary to institute o brief
inquiry as to their origin. Umntil a comparatively late period, no such bodies as
distinct chartered subordinate (3 were known. The requisite number of breth-
ren convened together at any one time, had full and ample power to make
masons, without any warrant or constitution. ‘Those who were thus made
became members of the fraternity geuerally, and assumed only the duties and
responsibilities common to the whole body of masons. In the discharge of those
duties they were not bound to discriminute in favor of any member or any asso-
ciation of members. They were, however, if any faith is to be attached to the
traditions of our order, as fully and truly masons, as to all the physical, social,
and moral requirements, as those of our own day; and, as such, were quite as
liable to trinl and punishment, and for the same offenses, so far as the general
craft was concerned, as are our members of the present period

Thus the masonic system continued until the year 1717, when warrants or
charters were granted, by which certain numbers of brethren, petitioning for the
privilege, were constituted into distinet [, with authority to confer degrees,
receive members, dispense charity from a common fund, &c., &c. Upon the first
organization of such [, & system of rules for their government was prescribed
by the Grand 3, to which was added a clause authorizing their alteration when
deomed necessary by that body; ‘‘Provided always, that the old landmarks be
carefully preserved.’’ Subsequently, the subordinate [y were granted the
privilege of framing their own by-laws, under the supervision of the Grand C3J,
but with the same provision as to a sacred observance of the ancient limits.

Under this system ot organization, thus solemnly restricted by & proviso which
has been, and must continue to be, & vital principle of our institution, it is evident
that these chartered associations could not, by acts of their own, make any
change in the essential principles of the order. They could not, in muking masons,
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receive them in any other way, or upon other terms, than had been done before.
They could not relieve them of any duty towards the fraternity which had been
required, nor impose any additional responsibility to the brethren at large than
had been previously recognized. Their powers were limited to the administra-
tion of their internal affairs, and the by-laws which they adopted were simply
articles of association, containing the terms of contract by which each brother
held his membership; and as such they have been found to vary, according to
the different circumstances in which (57 have been placed, in almost every par-
ticular, and to embrace every conceivable subjeet of non-essential legislation,
from the adoption of prohibitory or exclusive initiation fees to the fashion of a
coat or the elevation of a shirt collar!

The glance which we have thus taken at a portion of our masonic history
enables us to recognize a distinction, and a plain and palpable one, between the
responsibilities assumed by the individual brother to Freemasonry on the one hand,
to the £ on the other. By the assumption of the responsibilities, correspond
ing distinet rights are acquired from masons generally, and from his (3. Of those
rights due to him in his general character of a mason he cannot be deprived,
except for immoral conduect, or such a violation of his duty, as a member of the
fraternity, as would have subjected him, previous to the introduction of any
system of by-laws, or would now subject him, if a non-affiliated mason, to such
a punishment. His relations to the craft at large cannot be suspended, nor can
he be exposed to the contempt and detestation of the brethren generally, except
for the commission of some masonic crime, known and recognized by the common
law of the order.

If these views are correct, the only remaining question pertinent to the pres-
ent issue is, whether the payment of fixed and regular (0 dues is an intrinsic,
essential, and original part of Freemasonry.

It is scarcely necessary to assert here, the fact so well understood and univer-
sally admitted, that until a very recent period, long after the establishment of
subordinate (Z, no such thing as an assessment of dues was known. That
period is within the recollection of many of our older masons, who must view
with astonishment an effort to make what was originally a mere rule of conven-
ience of a single (3, the vital law of a wide-spread fratornity. But further. the
requirement is not general, much less uniform, even at this day. Many of the
CE in our own country are supported by the voluntary contributions of their
members, or by revenue derived from heavy initiation fees; and in our own
jurisdiction, where dues are universally required, their amount ranges from one
dollar and a half to ten dollars per annum.

If, then, this duty is one of modern origin, of but partial enforcement, and of
irregular and arbitrary character, it cannot certainly be regarded as an essential
part of masonry, but merely as one of those responsibilities which the individ-
ual brother assumes toward his own (3 alone. In the language of Brother
Mackey, in his principles of Masonic Law, ‘it is not an obligation on the part
of a mason to the institution at large, but is in reality a special contract, in
which the only parties are a particular (1 and its members, of which the fra-
ternity as a mass are to know nothing.”’

For these reasous your committee are of opinion that the failure or neglect to
pay [0 dues does not constitute a masonic crime; that it is no breach of any
general law of masonry, and that therefore it cannot, upon any just principle,
warrant the infliction of a punishment upon the defaulting brother, which would
disturb the relations existing between him and others as members of the frater-
nity at large, or which would deprive him of any purely masonic privilege.
They are also of the opinion, that the failure to comply with the by-laws in this
respect, is such a breach of the contract existing between the individual brother
and his 0J as justifies the termination of his membership and his exclusion from
all mere 3 privileges.

Your committeo are fully aware of several objections which have been, and
are still urged against the view here tuken, some of which it may not be im-
proper to notice.
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1. It is claimed that the failure by a member to pay the required dues,
amounts to such a violation of his duty to observe the by-laws as should subject
him to the penalty of suspension. Without plucing any stress upon the fact
that at the time of his admission to the (3 a Master Mason cannot know all, nor
indeed many of the requiremonts of the by-laws, it will be sufficient, in order
to show the fallacy of the argument, to point out some other requirements
usnally found in them, disobedience to which would, on the principle claimed,
as certainly justify the penalty of suspension, as the offense now under consid-
eration. As, for example, it is made the duty, respectively, of the officers to
attend all meetings of the [3J; of the Secretary to keep certain books in a pres-
cribed form; of the members of committecs to report within specified periods;
of the Tyler to keep the furniture in good order, &¢. Now, as far as an infrac-
tion of the by-laws is concerned, a failure to perform either of these duties is as
definite an ofiense as the failure to pay dues, inasmuch as they are all required
by the same instrument, and under precisely the sume sanction; but can it be
conceived that a neglect of them could possibly be construed into so grave an
offense as to subject the oftender to the penalty of suspension from masonry ?

2. It isargued, that the failure to pay the dues required, is a wrong done the
17, and as such, constitutes a much higher offense and deserves a much more
severe punishment than has been indicated. 1f, howerver, this be true, then the
same construction would establish a eriterion by which to judge of the relations
existing between individual masons, and would thus create a grade of masonic
crime which has never as yet been suggested. Whorever positive fraud is com-
mitted or attempted, the party is guilty of a crime known and recognized by the
fraternity, and should be punished accordingly. But in the absence of any
fraudulent intent, a failure to pay cannot be construed into a crime.

3. It is said that merely dropping a member from the rolls, or excluding hinz
from [ privileges, is not such a penalty as will protect the £ and secure the
objects of a common fund. In replying to this objection your committee beg
leave, very briefly, to refer to another subject, which, although not specially in
charge, is intimately connected with that under consideratior, and with it, is
equally entitled to the careful attention and recommendatory action of the Grand
=1 Your committee allude to the distinetion, so well known to exist, but so
little observed in practice, between the claims of affiliated and those of non-aft
filiated masons to relief from (3 funds.

Previous to the organization of subordinate [Fh, the relations existing among
masons were, for the most part, at least so far as charities were concerned, of a
personal character. Common funds, out of which relief could he given, were
generally unknown. But when (5] were chartered, each with its own treasu-
ry, one of the rights acquired by the individual joining, was that of obtaining
relief out of the fund raised by the contributions of himself and his associates.
This was over and above his ordinary mausonic privilege, which only entitled
him to the aid of his brethren as individuals, and therefore to the brothers who
never joined, or to him who, having joined, lost his membership, this fund was
not available.

This distinction, so just in its character, and involving facts so readily estab-
lished, should, it is believed, be more carefully observed and uniformly acted
upon than has herctofore been the case within this jurisdiction. If our (En
would thus limit their charities to those who could show conclusively a present
membership in, and regular contribution to, some masonic body, they would not
only be relieved in a great measure from the payment of the present large
amounts to visitors, (oftentimes, too, to unworthy ones,) but would likewise offer
a strong inducement to their own members carefully to preserve their (3 privi-
leges by the prompt payment of dues, without which neither they nor their
families wonld be entitled to receive aid from the funds of any 2. Under the
operation of such a rule, exclusion or dropping from the roll, would, we believe,
be a much more effective mode of keeping our lists clean and our treasuries full,
than that of suspension, which, in the great majority of cases whero inflicted for
this cause, would lose the subjects of it to ns and to masounry forever.
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But while we are willing to concede that so far as the common funds of a =) are
concerned, they partake in some measure of the nature of insurance, and that
he who does not contribute is not entitled to avail himself of their benefits; yet,
beyond this, we join heartily in the opinion of our R.*. W. . Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, who some years ago submitted an able report upon this subject. Masonry
itself, with all its time-honored principles, its solemn lessons, its grand illustra-
tions, and its glorious examples of faith and truth, and love, should never be
bartered for silver and gold. It is our duty and our pleasure to adorn and beau-
tify the outside of the edifice with our money; but if any are excluded from
this, let us remember, that behind the glittering portico of full ireasuries and
successful 3 the old temple still demands the lubor and the love of all. There
each must work for himself in brotherly love, relief, truth, justice, and, above
all, in that ** charity which suffereth long. and is kind.”"

As an embodiment of the views herein expressed, your committee have
appended a series of resolutions, for which they ask tho consideration of the
Grand (3:

Resolved, That suspension, in masonic parlance, is from all the privileges of
masonry, and cannot be otherwise constrned, without a change in the estab-
lished usages of the fraternity, and in no case should this punishiment be inflicted
for non-payment of dues.

Resolved, That sentence of ‘‘exclusion’ may be pronounced against a brother
for non-payment of dues, under the operation of the by-laws of a (3, upon a
report of the facts by the Secretary and a vote of the C.

Resolved, That this punishment shall exclude the brother from visiting his 3,
and shall prevent his receiving a diplora or dimit; and, during his exclusion, his
name shall be dropped from the roll of members.

FLORIDA.

Thig Grand D held its Annual Communication at Tallahama, January 9, 1860
M.- W.-. Thomas Hayward, Grand Master, presiding. Number of (5, 49.

Brother D. C. Hawkins, of Greenwood, West Florida, was elected M.*. W.-,
Grand Master, and Brother John B. Taylor, of Tallahassa, was re-elected R.-.
W.-. Grand Secretary.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence make no report, owing to Brother
E. R. Ives’ other engagements.

We acknowledge the receipt of a volume, bound in cloth, of 867 pages, entitled
‘‘Proceedings of the Grand I of Florida from 1830 to 1859 ; compiled by
Brother Thomas Brown, Past Grand Master.”” This is & very valuable book for
future reference. The Grand Secretary will accept the thanks of our Grand &
for this much-prized favor.

GEORGIA.

The Annual Communication was held at Macon, October 26, 1859; M.-. W.-.
William 8. Rockwell, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered (g, 231;
under dispensation, 3.

Brother W. 8. Rockwell, of Savannah, was re elected M.*. W,-. Grand
Master, and Brother Simri Rose, of Macon, R.. W. . Grand Secretary.

In answer to an inquiry propounded by the committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence of the Grand (3 of Florida, asking ‘* What is a Grand Lodge?" the Grand
Master replics at length and in detail. We wonld like to extract some of his able
arguments, but cannot do so without destroying the chain, and have not room for
the whole of it. Brother Rockwell, however, has made an able defense of his
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position; viz., that subordinate U5 are subordinale, and can exercise no more
powers than those contained in the warrant.

Tho committee on Foreign Correspondence, in speaking of our proceedings,
say :

The committee 'on Foreign Correspondence presented & report, reviewing the
preceedings of twenty-six Grand T2, We regret not to find ours among thom,
as they would have shown that *‘ the Grand [3J of Georgia had recognized the
M.-. W.'. Grand O of Nebraska as a masonically organized Grand {3, and
offering the usual interchange of courtesy.™

All right now, Brother Walker; we are in *‘full communion.’’

ILLINOIS.

The nineteenth Annnal Communication was held at Springfield, October 4,
18569; M.-. W.-. Ira A. W. Buck, Grand Master, presiding. Number of char-
tered [, 290.

The address of M.-. W. . Grand Master Buck is sound and practical: prin-
cipally local in its nature.

An effort is being made to erect a grand masonic temple in Hlinois.

Brother Ira A. W. Buck, of Aurora, was re-elected M.-. W.". Grand Master,
and Brother H. W. Reynolds, of Paris, re-elected R.". W.*. Grand Secretary.

INDIANA.

The Annual Communication was held at Indianapolis, May 23, 1859; M.*. W.-,
Sol. D. Bayless, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered [, 242;
under dispensation, 5.

Grand Master Bayless' address shows the order in that State to be prospering.

A. C. Downey, of Rising Sun, was elected Grand Master, and Francis M. King,
of Indianapolis, re-elected Grand Secrctary.

IOWA.

The Annual Communication was held at Davenport, June 1, 1859; M. . W.-.
Grand Master Hartsock presiding. Chartered [, 126.

Brother Parvin gets out the most complete and interesting Grand 1 proceed-
ings of any State. A fine map of the State, showing the location of every (3, is
bound with the proceedings before us.

M.:. W.- J. R. Hartsock, of Iowa City, was re-elected Grand Master, and
R.-. W.-. T. 8. Parvin, of Muscatine, re-elected Grand Secretary.

KENTUCKY

Annval Communication held at Louisville, October 1%, 1859; Grand Master
Rob. Morris, presiding. Number of chartered (. 368; U. D., 9.

The report of the eommittes on Foreign Correspondence is the most extensive
and detailed of any before us, and in which Brother Mc¢Corkle, the chairman
and efficient Grand Secretary, does himself great credit as a ** master workman.’?

H. T. Wilson, Sherburne, elected Grand Master, and J. M. 8. McCorkle,
Greensburg, re-elected Grand Secretary.

KANSAS.

Held its regular Annual Communication at Lawrence, October 18, 1859;
Grand Master R. R. Rees, presiding. Number of (50, 15.
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The Grand Master’s address is good, as well as that of the Grand Orator,
J. M. Pelot. The Grand Master says:

I must again admonish you that our success is not in numbers. I sometimes
tremble at our rapid growth, for fear that some discordant elements may shake
the long-cemented band of brothers, and scatter into fragments an association
which has so long withstood the storms of persecution and oppression which
have purified its membership in every age; but let me hope that our expanding
increase argues a proportionate advance of moral culture in the world, and pray
to Him who rules the universe to save us from insidious foes.

R. R. Rees, Leavenworth, re-elected Grand Master; Chas. Mundee, Leaven-

worth, re-elected Grand Secretary.

LOUISIANA.

Proceedings of 1859 and 1860 received. Communication of 1859 held ai New
Orleans, February 14; Amos Adams, (Grand Master, presiding. Number of
chartered 0N, 160; U. D., 4.

A complete ‘' abstract and statistics from proceedings of Grand T of the
United States,’’ is presented, in which, at a glance, may be seen the condition
of the order in the United States.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence notices Nebraska ag follows:

The address of the Grand Master, as well as the address of the Grand Orator,
and the reports of various committees, exhibit more than the usual amount of
magonic information and intelligence. From the character of the proceedings
before us, we have no fears of a healthy progress of our order in that far-off
Territory, and reiterate the kind and fraternal wishes of the committee of last
year.

Brother 8. M. Todd, New Orleans, elected Grand Master, and Brother 8. G.
Risk, New Orleans, re-elected Grand Secretary.

Communication of 1860 held at New Orleans, February 13; 8. M. Todd,
Grand Master, presiding.

Brother J. Q. A. Fellows, New Orleans, elected Grand Master, and Brother
8. G. Risk, New Orleans, re-elected Grand Secretary.

MAINE.

This Grand O held its Annual Communication at Portland May 3, 1859;
Grand Master Hiram Chase presiding. Number of chartered 03y, 92; U. D.,
5; number of members, 3,762.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence make an able report on the ques-
tion of *‘invasion of jurisdiction,’’ and take exception to the position assumed by
the Grand Master of England. They say:

**The doctrine of the Grand Master is directly at variance with the sixth prop-
osition put forth by the Universal Congress at Paris, to-wit: ‘ Before proceeding
to the initiation of a non-resident, inquiry shall be made of the authorities of the
country to which the candidate owes allegiance, except in well authenticated
cases of emergency.’ '

We believe the position taken by the Universal Congress to be the true one,
and the only way in which to ‘‘ prevent the working up of unfit material in the
moral edifice which we are erecting.’

The committee make copious extracts from our proceedings, and note the fact
that Maine did not appear in our correspondence. We can assure them of fra-
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ternal greeting on our part, and, now that we arc in communication, hope that
our onward march, to the tune of ‘' Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth,’’ may
meet with no interruptions.

Hiram Chage, Belfast, re-elected Grand Master, and Ira Berry re-elected
Grand Secretary.

MARYLAND.

Grand O convened at Baltimore May 9, 1859; Deputy Grand Master J. J.
Heckart presiding. Chartered O, 106; U. D., 3.

Brother Charles Goodwin elected Grand Mauster, and Brother James Robinuson
re-elected Grand Secretary; both of Baltimore.

MASSACHUSETTS.
‘We have received an abstract of the proceedings of this Grand 3 from March
8 to December 27, 1859, held at Boston; John T. Heard, Grand Master, pre-
siding.
Wo find nothing savoe of a local nature.
Brother W. Lewis, olected Grand Master, and Chas. W. Moore re-elected
Grand Secretary; both of Boston.

MICHIGAN.

The Annual Communication of this Grand (3 was held at Detroit, January 11,
1860; Adams Allen, Grand Master, presiding.
Number of chartered [0, 115, U. D., 13; number of members, 5816.

The Grand Master’s address is a lengthy and able document. He sums up
his argument against the ‘‘ North American Masonic Congress,’’ thus:

To be efficient, the North American Congress must have power. If power be
vested in it, it will speedily become dangerous. If it claims to act as a masonic
power, it is an innovation. If it is content with lesser prerogatives, it is an
incumbrance.

They notice the position assumed by Grand Master Jordan, in opposition to a
General Grand (1, and say it is an opinion in which they can fully concur.

Wm. L. Greenly, of Adrian, was elected Grand Master, and James Fenton, of
Detroit, re-elected Grand Secretary.

MINNESOTA.

The eighth Annual Communication of this Grand (3 was held at St. Paul, Oc-
tober 25, 1859; A. T. C. Pierson, Grand Master, presiding. Number of char-

tered [, 29.

We tind the following in the report of the committee on Foreign Correspon-
dence, speaking of Nebraska:

Wo regret very much that our proceedings do not seem to have been received
by the committee, for we have thus missed what we trust would have been a
fraternal greeting from our young but fair and talented sister.

We are happy to say that such is not the case at present. And hope that the
chain of fraternal greeting may no more be broken.

A. T. C. Pierson, wasre-elected Grand Master, and Geo. W. Prescott, Grand
Secretary; both of St. Paul.
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MISSISSIPPI.

This Grand 3 held its Annual Communication at J: «kson, January 17, 1859;
Wm. Cothran, Grand Master, presiding. Number of OF7. 239; number of
members, 1592.

‘Wm. P. Mellen, of Naichez, was elected Grand Master, and W. T. Daniel, of
Jackson, rc-elected Grand Secretary.

The Annual Communication for 1860, was held at Jackson, January 16; Wm.
P. Mellen, Grand Master, presiding. Number of Lodges, 246; number of mem-
bers, 9045.

D. Mitchell, of Richland, was elected Grand Master, and W. T. Daniel, of
Jackson, re-elected Grand Secretary.

MISSOURI,

The thirty-ninth Annual Communication was held at St. Louis, May 23, 1859;
Samue 1H. Saunders, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered CZn, 180.

Marcus Boyd, of Springfield, was elected Grand Master, and A. O'Sullivan,
of St. Louis, re-elected Grand Secretary.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

The Aunual! Communication of this Grand (3 was held at Councord, June 8,
1859; Moses Panl, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered O, 65;
U. D., 1; number of members, 2039.

Mosecs Paul, of Dover, was re elected Grand Master, and Horace Chase, of
Hopkinson, was re-elected Grand Secretary.

NEW JERSEY.

The seventy-second Annnal Communication of this Grand 3 was held at Tren-
ton, January 12, 1859; Joseph Tremble, Grand Master, presiding. Number of
chartered (33, 63; U. D., 1; number of members, 2492.

The Grand Master's address is lengthy and able, but taken up principally with
local matters. The Foreign Correspondence ig ably edited, and we are sorry to
find Nebraska among the missing.

Joseph Tremble, of Camden, was re-elected Grand Master, and Joseph H.
Hough, of Trenton, re-elected Grand Secretary.

NEW YORK.

This Grand 3 held its Annual Communication at New York, June 7, 1859;
John L. Lewis, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered [E, 477;
U. D, 14.

‘We are happy to see, by the proceedings of this Grand (3, that we are fully
recognized; and, as on peace and harmony in the temple, depends its strength,
we cordially and fraternally grasp the right hand of fellowship thus extended by
our brethren of New York.

John L. Lewis, of Penn Yan, was re-elected Grand Master, and James M.
Austin, of New York, re-elected Grand Secretary.

NORTH CAROLINA.
This Grand (3 held its Annual Communication at Raleigh, December 5, 1859;
Alfred Martin, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered Cghy, 209.
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Lewis S. Williams, of Charlotte, was elected Grand Master, and William T.
Bain, of Raleigh, re-elected Grand Secretary.

OREGON,

This Grand (3 held its ninth Annual Communication at Eugene City, June 13,
1859; Amory Hollbrook, Deputy Grand Master, presiding. Number of char-
tered O, 24; U. D., 2.

This jurisdiction is in a flourishing and harmonious condition.

Armory Hollbrook, of Oregon City, was elected Grand Master, and T. McF.
Patton, of Salem, elected Grand Secretary.

PENNSYLVANIA

Held its Quarterly Communication at Philadelphia, March 7, 1859; H. M.
Phillips, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered CEh, 336; number of
members, 11,983.

The Grand Master, in his address, says :

I cannot close these remarks without expressing my satisfaction at the removal
of the obstacles which separated this Grand (3 from intercourse with the Grand
O of New York.

This is also a source of gratulation to every brother in the Union.
H. P. Phillips was re-elected Grand Master, and William H. Adams re-elected
Grand Secretary.

RHODE ISLAND.

The Quarterly Communications of this Grand 3, for the year ending June 24,
1859, were held at Providence, commencing August 30, 1858, James Hutchin-
son presiding. Number of chartered (g, 16; number of members, 1,391.

The committee on Foreign Correspondence review our proceedings, and report
the following resolution:

Resolved, That the M. . W. . Grand 3 of Rhode Island welcomes with satis-
faction the Graud (3 of Nebraska into the fraternal circle, rejoicing that another
link has been added to the chain of Grand [E1, and heartily extends to her the
hand of fellowship.

We return the greeting, and hope the friendship thus extended and accepted
may never grow less.

Jervis J. Smith, of Chapatchet, was elected Grand Master, and William C.
Barker Grand Secretary.

Brother Barker having been ‘‘raised'’ to the (3 on high, since their lasi Com-
munication, Brother Thomas A. Doyle, of Providence, has been appointed Act-
ing Grand Secretary.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

This Grand (3 held its Annual Communication at Charleston, November 5,
1859; Henry Buist, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered [, 95 ;
T. D. 5.

Brother Mackey, from committee on Foreign Correspondence, makes an able
report.

Henry Buist was re-elected Grand Master, and Albert G. Mackey re-elected
Grand Secretary.
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TENNESSEE.

This Grand O held its Annual Communication at Nashville, October 3, 1859;
John Frizzell, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered (37, 288; num-
ber of members, 10,500.

John Frizzell, of Winchester, was re-elected Grand Master, and Charles A.
Fuller, of Nashville, re-elected Grand Secretary.

TEXAS.

The twenty-third Annual Communication of this Grand (3 was held at Crockett,
June 13, 1859; Henry Sampson, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered
&, 237; number of members, 7,160.

James F. Taylor, of Marshall, was elected Grand Master, and A. S. Ruthvan,
of Galveston, re-elected Grand Secretary.

VERMONT

Held its Annual Communication at Burlington, January 12, 1859; Phillip C.
Tucker, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered C3, 51; U. D. 2.

Phillip O. Tucker, of Vergennes, was re-clected Grand Master, and John B.
Hollenbeck, of Burlington, re-elected Grand Secretary.

VIRGINIA.

This Grand O held its Annual Communication at Richmond, December 12.
1859; Leopold C. P. Cowper, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered
e, 184

John Robin McDaniel, of Lynchburg, was electéed Grand Master, and John
Dove, of Richmond, re-elected Grand Secretary.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY.

This Grand £ held its Annual Communication at Olympia, September 5, 1859;
T. F. McElroy, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered {3, 7; number
of members, 158.

James Biles, of Grand Mound, was elected Grand Master, and T. M. Reed, of
Olympia, re-elected Grand Secretary.

WISCONSIN.

This Grand 3 held its Annual Communication at Milwaukee, June 14, 1859;
Luther M. Tracy, Grand Master, presiding. Number of chartered [, 106;
U. D., 12; number of members, 3,363.

Luther M. Tracy, of Milwaukee, was re-clected Grand Master, and John M.
Hunt, of Madison, re-elected Grand Secretary.

R. W. FURNAS, for the Committee.

The following resolution, offered by Brother Clarke at the
last session, was taken up and indefinitely postponed :
Resolved, That the appellation of the ‘‘Standing Committee on Foreign Corre-

gpondence’’ be changed so as to read '‘Standing Committee on Masonic Corre-
gpondence. '’
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The Grand Secretary reported that all the Subordinate B3 in
this jurisdiction, with the exception of Capital &, No. 3, had
reported as to the introduction of masonry into Nebraska.
Brother Clarke, the member of the committee from that O,
being absent, Brother A. R. Gillmore was appointed to fill the
vacancy. .

No further business appearing, the M.. W.. Grand O of
Nebraska was closed in peace and harmony.

Prayer by Brother Baxter.
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Master.

RoBert W. FurNas, Grand Secretary.
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REPORT

OF THE COMMITTEES FROM THE SEVERAL [Fq RELATIVE TO THE
INTRODUCTION OF MASONRY INTO NEBRASKA,

IN COMPLIANCE WITH A RESOLUTION PASSED AT THE RESSION OF THE GRAND I OF NEBRABEA
HELD AT NEBRASKA COITY, JUNE 2, 1858,

REPORT OF NEBRASKA 3, NO. 1, BELLEVUE.
To the M.:. W.-. Grand O of Nebraska:

The undersigned, having been appointed by the Grand CJ of Nebraska at its
last regular communication, held in June, A. D. 1858, at Nebraska City, for the
purpose of collecting the early history of Nebraska (3, No. 1, do respecttully
submit the following report :

As early as the spring of the year 1854, several members of this Ancient
Craft began to settle in and about the point now known as the city of Bellevue.
Among these were Brothers A. R. Gillmore, L. B. Kinney, L. L. Bowen, P. J.
McMahan, George Hepner, A. W. Hollister, and A. Lockwood. After deliber-
ating upoun the subject of looking well to the West, they resolved to petition the
Grand Master of the Grand 3 of the State of Illinois, for a dispensation author-
izing them to commence work in due masonic form. The petition being duly
recommended, was gigned by the following brothers: L. B. Kinney, A. R. Gill-
more, P. J. McMahan, George Hepner, A. W. Hollister, A. H. Burtch, and A.
Lockwood. The dispensation was granted by the Deputy Grand Master of the
Grand OJ of Tllinois, in the fall of A. D. 1854. and was procured by Brother A.
R. Gillmore, at Chicago. This was the first dispensation for the Territory of
Nebraska.

The first regular communication, held under this dispensation, was on the
evening of April 3, 1855, the second story of the old trading post, then owned
by Brother Peter A. Sarpy. In the adjoining room resided a family of the natives
of the soil—the Omahas—who, in counection with many others of that tribe,
exhibited quite a curiosity to know what their pale-faced brothers were doing ;
hence, in order to elude observation, and preserve the secrets of our order, large
Mackinaw blankets were hung around the room, until the desired end was
accomplished. The (0 was then opened in the Master's ‘degree, and was the first
regularly opened (3 of Master Masons in the Territory. The following officers
(having been appointed by the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand 3 of Illinois)
presided: L. B. Kinney, Worshipful Master; L. L. Bowen, Senior Warden: A.
Lockwood, Junior Warden; A. W. Hollister, Secretary; and W. Barnum,
Treasurer. .
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A committee was appointed to preparc by-laws for the government of the 3,
consisting of Brothers A. W. Hollister, L. L. Bowen and A. H. Burtch.

At this meeting a petition was received from Isaiah H. Bennett, signed by
Brothers Burtch, Lockwood and Barnum, praying to be initiated a member of our
ancient fraternity. This petition was acted upon in due form, and the CJ, after
some other business, adjourned until May 29, 1855.

At the appointed time the (J again met at the same place. The committee on
the petition of Isaiah H. Bennett reported the following:

Your committee, having investigated the character of the applicant, counsider
him in every respect worthy of becoming a member of our fraternity; but it
becomes the painful duty of your committeo to report that the worthy petitioner
has been called by an all-wise Providence to the Supreme Grand (O of the
universe.

In October of the same year (1855), a charter was obtained from the Grand (3
of Illinois, which met that year at Springfield. This charter was obtained by
Brother L. B. Kinney, Worshipful Master, who visited said Grand O for that
purpose. The following officers were named in said charter: L. B. Kinney,
‘Worshipful Master; L. L. Bowen, Senior Warden; and George Hepner, Junior
Warden. This (3 was instituted, and the officers installed August 22, 1857,
by Brother R. G. Jordan, of Omaha, having been appointed proxy by the Grand
Magster of the Grand 3 of Illinois for that purpose.

On the 23d of September, 1857, a charter was granted this [J by the Grand
3 of the Territory of Nebraska, and the following officors named in the same:
L. B. Kinney, Worshipful Master; L. L. Bowen, Senior Warden; and John A.
Nye, Junior Warden. This charter was signed by Robert C. Jordan, M.-. W.-,
Grand Master; Leavitt L. Bowen, R.*. W. . Deputy Grand Master; David Lind-
ley, R.-. W.-. Grand Senior Warden; and L. B. Kinney, R.*. W.*. Grand Junior
Warden; attested by George Armstrong, R.*. W.*. Grand Secretary.

Since the organization of this[(3, two brothers have been called away from the
labors of earth; they were interred with the honors of our order; the first was
Brother Rice, and the second Brother Thomas Nye. Both of them were highly
osteemed citizens, and faithful in all their duties as masons.

The statistics of our (J are as follows: There were five charter members;
admitted by certificate, five; entered, fourtcen; passed, ten; raised, eight;
dimitted, 2.

Firmly believing in the immutable principles of masonry, and striving, practi-
cally, to exemplify them, we hope to lay broad and deep the foundations of a
structure that shall rise to call us blessed, after we are raised to the higher and
purer climes of immortality.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
C. D. KELLER, Committee.

REPORT OF WESTERN STAR 3, NO. 2, NEBRASKA CITY.

To the M... W.-. Grand O of Nebraska:

Your committee to whom was referred ‘' the collection of historical facts rela-
tive to the introduction of masonry in this Territory,’ respeectfully report:

That in answer to the petition of Brothers Charles A. Goshen, Lewis Hax,
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William Anderson, William D. Gage, John H. Hight, A. B. Woolston, and N.
B. Giddings; and upon the order of N. B. Giddings, R.*. W.". District Deputy
Grand Master of the first masonic district of the State of Missouri, a dispensation
was issued on the 10th day of May, A. L. 5855, by the R.*. W. . Grand Secretary
of the Grand (3 of Missouri, to the aforesaid brethren, authorizing them to open
a [3J at Nebrasgka City, by the name of Giddings ©; which dispensation was
continued by the Grand (3 of Missouri on the 28th of the same month, at the
request of the petitioners.

On the 29th day of May, A. L. 5855, according to previous nolice, the brethren
assembled in Nebraska City, and proceeded to organize a CJ under said dispensa-
tion, by which N. B. Giddings was appointed first Worshipful Master; Charles A.
Goshen, first Senior Warden; and Lewis Hax, first Junior Warden; and contin-
ued to meet from time to time until the Annual Communication of the Grand 3
of Missouri, on the 26th day of May, A. L. 5856.

On the 28th day of May, a charter was granted by the M.-. W.-. Grand O
of Missouri, to the brethren at Nebraska City, by the name of Giddicgs (3, No.
156, and Brother 8. Redfield. Past Master of Jerusalem J, No. 99, Indiana, was
appointed special deputy to install the officers and constitute said 3, which duty
was performed on the 8th day of June, A. L. 5856.

The T continued working under the jurisdiction of the Grand (3 of Missouri,
until the meeting of the masonic convention held at Omaha city, on the 23d day
of September, A. L. 5857, when it united with Nebraska (3, No. 184, of Belle-
vue, and Capital (3, No. 101, of Omaha city, to form the Grand (3 of Nebraska,
and was placed on the books of the Grand (3 as Western Star 3, No. 2.

Respectfully submitted.

S. REDFIELD, Committee.

REPORT OF CAPITAL O, NO. 3, OMAHA.

To the M.. W.*. Grand Master of the Grand (3 of Nebraska :

On the 21st inst. T received, by the mail of that day, a transcript of the
records of Capital (3, No. 3, accompanied by your letter of the 16th inst., in
which you give me the unanticipated intelligence, that ** at the late session of
the Grand (3 I had been selected to fill the place of Brother Albert @. Clarke
on the committee previously appointed to furnish historical sketches of the
organization of the 037 in this Territory.™

Whilst I feel deeply grateful for the kindness which prompted my selection for
this respongible duty, I cannot but regret that this task had not been given into
hands better skilled and practiced than mine have been in the performance of
like duties. Since, however, it be the will of the M.*. W.-. Grand Master, I
will, as a true craftsman should do, undertake the task; not, however, without
giving entertainment to apprehensions that the crude produets of my labor may
fail in interest and purpose.

The transcript of the records of Capital @, which you so kindly prepared for
me, is, in itself, a truthful and comprehensive history of the organization and
early progress of that (3, needing no addition, alteration or correction from my
hands. I, being one of the participants in most of the proceedings therein
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recorded, may justly add my testimony to its fidelity and truth. This done, T
would respectfully suggest that it be submitted, in its present form, for publi-
cation, being sensiblo of my inability to add to its value, or clothe it in a garb
more graceful or pertinent to its intended purpose.

If T understand the true purpose had in view in raising this committee, it
contemplates the collection of facts and reminiscences connected with the early
and formal introduction of masonry into this Territory, and preparing them for
perpetuation by publication, and that each member of the committee, after fur-
nishing the historical data of his own O3, was at liberty to add such facts having
true reference to such purpose, as may have come under his observation.

Having this view of my duties, I will proceed with their discharge by giving a
simple, unadorned narrative of past transactions in which I, with other crafts-
men, participated :

The first organized effort to a formal introduction of masonry into this Terri-
tory, that I am familiar with, transpired in November, 1854. In that month
and year, a preliminary meeting of craftsmen was held for the purpose of taking
initiatory steps to the procurement of a dispensation and other authority requisite
to the establishment of a (J of Free and Accepted Masons, at Bellevue, then in
Douglas but now in Sarpy County. The meeting assembled in Green, Kinney &
Co.’s log store, in St. Mary's, Mills County, Iowa, directly opposite Bellevue.
It was attended by Brothers L. B. Kinney, our present worthy and efficient
Deputy Grand Master, now a resident of Bellevue; ex-Governor Ansel Briggs,
now a resident of Florence, Douglas County; P. J. McMahan, then and now a
resident of Counecil Bluffs, lowa; A. W. Lockwood, thon and now a resident of
Traders’ Point, Jowa; James M. Gatewood, then retiring from the U. S. Indian
Ageney of the Omaha, Pawnee and Otoe tribes of Indians, now a resident of
Missouri; George Hepner, then U. S. Agent for aforesaid tribes, since deceased;
A. W. Hollister, then of Bellevue, present residence unknewn to me; and your
‘‘humble servant.’’ who constituted the whole number present. After ‘‘due
deliberation,’’ a petition to the Grand O of' Tllinois was drawn up in due form,
praying them to grant their petitioners a dispensation, and was signed by all
those named as being present, directod to the address of the Grand Master of
Illinois, and at once transmitted by mail. I visited Chicago in Decomber of
that year, and found that our petition had been received and was then in the
hands of the Deputy Grand Master, with whom I arranged the payment of their
usual fees, and after some litile delay the dispensalion was issued, and the name
of L. B. Kinney inserted as our first Master, and then transmitted to him %y
mail. I might as well add here, that W.-. M.-. Kinney represented Bellevue
{7 at the annual session of the Grand .. in Springfield, Illinois, in 1855, and
surrendered our dispensation, and received in its place a charter, under which
authority that (3 worked until the formation of the Grand (3 of this Territory,
in 18517,

On my return to Bellevue, in April, 1855, I found the (3 duly organized, and
holding their regular meetings in the second story of the Trading Post of Gen.
Sarpy, near the stcamboat landing for that town.

This venerable specimen of primitive architecture, still graces the spot where
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it then stood, and around and within its rude walls 2 re clustered many highly
valued associations. Its well-worn threshold was tl : first one over which my
feet passed after my advent to this Territory, an eve it which I then recorded,
in pencil, on the cornice beneath the dripping eaves, the trace of which time
has not yet obliterated. Beneath its hospitable roof, wy first repast was parta-
ken, at the instance of its hardy but generous proprietor, the pioneer of Ne-
braska, Gen. Peter A. Sarpy. Within its rude and rough walls the ‘*sound of
the gavel” first hailed the craft, and called them to their first ** labor.”’ In
this humble room the pioneer band of ‘‘the brotherhood’® first assembled
around their sacred but rude altar, (a bale of Indian blankets,) and received
their first charge from the lips of the first Master, (L. B. Kinney,) who ever
‘! et the craft to work ”* under ‘‘ due instructions,”’ in this then extreme limit
of civilization. The official regalia, or rather the jewels of the (1, were skill-
fully made of tin, by a craftsman who afterwards established the manufacture of
tin ware in this city, and represented its population in our Territorial Legisla-
ture in 1867-8. There are many interesting events connected with this build-
ing, and the proceedings of the first meetings of our infant (3 therein, that
would furnish material for an interesting publication, but my time and meagre
ability form an insuperable barrier to my success in such undertaking.

During the spring of 1855, petitions for initiation were received from Stephen
Decatur and Isaiah Bennett, and favorably determined, but there being no suita -
ble room for work in that place, no initiation took place during that year.

‘We continued to meet regularly through the season, sometimes in Brother
Kinney’'s store, and sometimes in a room which I occupied in the second story
of a large unfinished building, afterwards known as the Benton House, which
was destroyed by fire in the fall of 1857.

During the fall of 1855, Gten. Peter A. Sarpy, handed in his petition for initia-
tion During its consideration and determination, a circumstance transpired of
rather a ludicrous character, caused by an almost total destitution of furniture,
clothing and working tools. In order to exhibit this feature and give our pres-
ent well provided brethren, knowledge of the expedients we were obliged to
resort to, I will give the history of the manner in which this application was
disposed of. The meeting alluded fo was held in my room hefore described.
The report of the committee to whom was referred the petition of Gen Sarpy,
had been received, and was favorable to his admission. A ballot was proposed,
seconded and carried. The preparation for this duty developed the fact that we
were destitute of both box and ballots, and to relieve ourselves from this awk-
ward dilemma, we were forced to substitute an empty gallon pickle jar for a
ballot box, and a box of small gravel stones, which I had gathered as specimens,
and which I still had in my possession, were selected to serve the friendly office;
whilst a cup of *‘leaden bullets’’ were to perform the ‘‘darker colored” ser-
vice. The jar, the stones and the bullets, were then placed upon our *‘primi-
tive’ altar, (two trunks covered with a blue blanket,) when we gravely
proceeded with our ballot. This done, our Worshipful Master ordered the
‘‘ contents of the bottle '’ analyzed, and the result proclaimed; a task that was
speedily and scientifically performed by the Junior and Senior Wardens, who
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gave their unanimous opinion that the presence of ‘‘lead’’ was not discovered
or detected, and that the ballot was clear, in favor of the candidate. A few
evenings thereafter, as many of our members as could leave, accompanied ‘' the
candidate’’ to Council Bluffs, it being the evening of the regular meeting of the
Council Bluffs 0. = They closed their Q in the early part of the evening, and
kindly tendered Bellevne Lodge the use of their room, furniture, tools and aid.
‘Whereupon our (3 was opencd in due form, Gen. L. L. Bowen, presiding, and
the Entered Apprentice Degree duly conferred upon Gen. Peter A. Sarpy, the
hardy pioneer and Indian trader of thirty-six years standing.

This was the first degree conferred by Bellevue (3. ~ I should have mentioned
before thig, that the two first named candidates were never initiated, Stephen
Decatur having removed to Decatur City, in this Territory, where he now re-
sides; and Isaiah Bennett, brother of our worthy townsman and brother, John
B. Bennett, died in Glenwood, Mills county, Iowa, in the summer of 1855. His
funeral was attended by a large concourse of personal friends, and amongst
them, most of the members of Bellevue (3, your humble servant being one of
that number.

In January, 1856, I closed my membership in Bellevue (3, and removed to
Omaha, where I united with and participated in the establishment of Capitol
3, as shown in the transeript of their record, hereunto annexed.

It is appropriate for me to allude to the invaluable service of our Past Grand
Master, Robert C. Jordan, in his unceasing labor and zeal in establishing and
maintaining a system of work in truthful harmony with ‘* the ancient landmarks
of the order’’ in Capitol 3, No. 3. The Grand 3 of our Territory is also
deeply indebted to him for its healthy rules and harmonious conduct. I trust
that due acknowledgments, so justly merited, were awarded to him at the last
annual session. ;

Whilst making note of the high consideration in which he is held by the fra-
ternity collectively, I earnestly hope that the latitude I take, in adding my indi-
vidual testimony to his worth, may not be regarded as an unpardonable digres’-
sion. In the discharge of responsible public duties assigned me, since my ad-
vent to the Territory, it has been my good fortune to have him associated with
me in a position requiring industrious application, unquestionable ability, unim-
peachable integrity and truthful fidelity, not only to his duties, but my own re-
pute. It is alike my duty and pleasure to bear witness to his faithful exercise
of all of those invaluable properties, to the utmost extent or need therefor. He
has all the good will that I can give.

Having noticed most of the transactions that have fallen under my observa-
tion and given as graceful form as my unpracticed ability and skill would permit,
I transmit ‘‘the produect’’ to'you, and through you to the publisher, if you
deem them fit for publication. If not, please return them to me, where they may
be kopt as a memento of my folly, in attempting ‘‘the historical '’ without first
serving an apprenticeship to the profession.

After several preliminary meetings of the masonic fraternity living at the
capital of Nebraska, in the winter of 1856-7 (the first of which was held at the
residence of Brother George Armstrong), Capital {3 was organized at the city
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of Omaha, on the 26th of January, A. L. 5857, by authority of a dispensa-
tion from the Grand Masgter of the Grand (3O of the State of Iowa, granted on
the petition of the following brethren:

John H. Sahler, Robert Shields, Wm. R. Demarest, Mark W. Izard, A. R.
Gillmore, George Armstrong, Samuel E. Rogers, George W. Wood, Charles W.
Hamilton, George C. Bovey, John R. Porter, John M. Chivington, Isaac Collins,
Aaron Cahn, John McA. Campbell, Albert G. Clarke, Daniel D. Carr, Charles
Turner and M. T. Shields.

The brethren having assembled in an upper room of the ‘* Pioneer Block,
on the evening of the day above mentioned, the following brethren took their
stations as the three principal officers named in the dispensation: John H.
Sahler, Worshipful Master; Robert Shields, Senior Warden; and Wm. R. Dem-
arest, Junior Warden. The following officers pro fem. were then appointed by
the Worshipful Master:

Wm. E. Moore, Treasurer; George W. Wood, Secretary; Chas. W. Hamilton,
Senior Deacon; John W. Pattison, Junior Deacon; Henry B. Porter, Tyler.

Lodges of Entered Apprentices, Fellow Crafts and Mastor Masons were then
geverally opened, and the following visiting brethren admitted:

W. R. Thrall, of Columbus [, Ohio; A. McElwe, of Summit {3, Ohio; T. H.
Dodd, of Toledo 3, Ohio; C. W. Aylsworth, of Western Star (3, Iowa; and
J. F. Taylor, of Elyria (3, Illinois.

The dispensation having been read, the Worshipful Master then appointed
the following brethren as regular officers of the —1:

S. E. Rogers, Treasurer; George W. Wood, Secrctary; Charles W. Hamilton,
Senior Deacon; George C. Bovey, Junior Deacon; Rev. J. M. Chivington, Chap-
lain. The appointment of a permanent Tyler was postponed until the next
meeting.

Brothers A. R. Gillmore, W. R. Demarest, Robert Shields, ¢. W. Hamilton
and George Armstrong were appointed a committee to report By-Laws.

The first petition for initiation, that of A. D. Jones, Esq., was presented at
this meeting.

After prayer hy the Chaplain, the (3 closed, to meet on the following Thurs-
day evening, at the office of Brother A. R. Gillmore, in the old capitol building.

January 29, 1857, the [ was again opened, at the place designated, with the
same officers as before, and the following visiting brethren:

Wm. E. Moore, of Lafayette (3, Arkansas; R. W. Furnas, of Frauoklin (43,
Ohio; W. R. Thrall, of Columbus (3, Ohio; R. W. Matthews, of Oswego 3,
Illinois; and Ira A. W. Buck, of Amora (3, Illinois.

The report from the committee on By-Laws, after some discussion, was laid
over; and petitions for initixtion were received from John Reck and Joel T.
Griffin, and referred.

Brothers Gillmore, Demarest and Wood were appointed a committee on
Finance.

At a Communication of the [ on the following Monday evening, petitions
for membership were received from Brothers E. H. Clark and John M. New-

19
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ton, and petitions for initiation from Messrs. E. P. Stout, H. C. Anderson and
J. C. Nelson.

On the 11th of February, the 3 adopted the By-Laws as reported by the
committee.

On the 16th of February, J. W. Pattison petitioned for membership, and
Messrs. Fleming Davidson and O. P. Ingalls for initiation. Brothers John M.
Newton and E. H. Clark were elected members.

The petitions of Brother J. P. Manning, for membership, and Augustus Macon,
Charles Grant and James A. Jones, for initiation, were presented on the 3d of
March. At the same time the Entered Apprentice's degree was conferred (for
the first time in Capital [J) on Messrs. John Reck, E. P. Stout, J. T. Griffin
and J. C. Nelson. On the following evening Messrs. H. C. Andorson and A. D.
Jones were initiated.

At subsequent meetings of the (3, Brothers J. P. Manning, William H. Ham-
ilton and Theodore H. Dodd were elccted to membership, and F. Davidson,
F. L. Kemp and Charles Grant initiated.

April Tth, Brothers H. C. Anderson and John Reck were passed as Fellow
Crafts, and on the 4th of May, Brother A, D. Jones received the same degreo.

Brother H. C. Anderson was the first brother raised to the sublime degree of
a Master Mason in Capital 3. This was on the 11th of May, 1857. Brother
A. D. Jones was raised to the same degree a weck later.

The foregoing are all the items of interest in the history of Capital (3 that we
can gather up,to the time of the reception of a charter from the Grand O of
Jowa, which was on the 29th day of June, 1857. On the evening of that day,
Deputy Grand Master Tra A. W. Buck, of Illinois, having been deputed for that
purpose, constituted Capital 3, No. 101, and installed its officers in due form.

On the 6th of July, the election of officers was held, when the following
brethren werce elected and installed by Brother Buck:

George Armstrong, Worshipful Master; Charles W. Hamilton, Senior Warden;
Theodore H. Dodd, Junior Warden; Alfred D. Jones, Treasurer; Hiram C.
Andsrson, Secretary; Wm. H. Hamilton, Senior Deacon; J P. Mapning, Junior
Deacon; J. F. Taylor, Tyler.

Brother Robert C. Jordan was elected a member of Capital ), Septembeor T,
18517, and succeeded Brother Armstrong as Master at the next election, in
December. At the two subsequent elections, Brother Armstrong was re-elected,
and is now filling that station.

At the organization of the Grand C3J of Nebraska, September 23, 1857, this
3 surrendered its old charter to the Grand (3 of Jowa, and receiving a new
one instead, is now hailed as Capital (3, No. 3.

With an earnest desire to add my ‘‘mite '’ towards the uprearing of the insti-
tution over which you preside, I remain

Yours fraternally,
A. R. GILLMORE, Committes.
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RIWPORT OF NEMAHA VALLEY O, NO. 4, BROWNVILLE.

2y the M.-. W.-. Grand (2 of Nebraska :

About the 1st of September, 18517, a few masonic brethren happening to meet
at Brownville, the subject of procuring a charter or dispensation was spoken of],
when it was suggested that a call be made through the Nebraska ‘*Advertiser,?
invitivg all masons in good standing in the county of Nebraska to meet at the
residence of Brother Jesse Noel, in Brownville. on the 26th day of September,
to consider the propriety of forming a {3 in Brownville.

In pursuance to the call, which was made as suggested, the following brethren
met at Brother Noel's on the evening of the 26th day of September: George W.
Bratton, R. W. Furnas, Jesse Noel, Milton F. Clark, Chester 8. Langdon, U.
Goodrich, Jeremiah Marlott, George Crow, Oliver Dodge, M. W. Conner, James
Cotton, A. D. Jones, J. G. Akin, J. W. Douty, and U. C. Johnson, and organ-
ized the meeting by calling Brother Bratton to the chair, and Brother Johnson to
the position of Secretary.

After an exchange of opinion, and a pleasant social intercourse, it was unani-
mously

Resolved, That we deem it expedient, and for the good of masoury, that we
form ourselves into a permanent masonic organization, and apply to the Grand
3 of Missouri for a dispensatiou.

Brothers Furnas and Clark were appointed a committee to get up a petition for
a dispensation, procure signers, and raise money to pay for the same.

It was agreed by resolution that the name of the CJ should be ‘‘Nemaha
Valley 3"

An eclection of officers was gone into, with the following result: George W.
Bratton, Worshipful Master; Jesse Noel, Senior Warden; C. 8. Langdon, Junior
Warden; U. C. Johnson, Secretary; and M. F. Clark, Treasurer.

The signers for the dispensation were: G. W. Bratton, R. W. Furnas, M. F.
Clark, C. S. Langdon. J. G. Akin, C. W. Wheeler, Jer. Marlott, Oliver Dodge,
Henry Beane, Franklin Ferguson, Jesse Noel, and U, €. Johnson.

‘While these preparations were being made, the Grand (3 of Nebraska was
instituted, and an application was, therefore, made to that body for a dispensa-

tion.
The dispensation was granted by Grand Master R. C. Jordan, bearing date

December 19, 18517, and received by the applicants December 21, 1857.

At the meeting of the Grand O of Nebraska, at Nebraska City, June 2, 1858,
a charter was granted.

Charter members: G. W. Bratton, R. W. Furnas, M. F. Clark, Jesse Noel,
‘W. Hoblitzell, A. Hoblitzell, David Seigle, Jer. Marlott, U. C. Johnson, Frank
Ferguson, and Henry Beane.

Respectfully submitted. G. W. BRATTON, Committee.

REPORT OF OMADI O, NO. 5, OMADIL
To the M.:. W.-. Grand 3O of Nebraska ;

The select committee on the ** collection of historical facts as to the introduc-
tion of masonry into the Territory of Nebraska, and its progress thus far,’’ make
the following report relative to Omadi (3, No. 5:
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In the summer of 185%, one year after the settlement of Dakotah county, a
number of the brethren having recognized each other, they held primary meet-
ings for the purpose of organizing a 3 of masons. Application was made in
December of that year, to the M.*. W.-. R. C. Jordan, Grand Master, at Omaha
City, by Elbridge G. Samson, of Osceola (3, No. 77, Iowa; Albert W. Puett, of
Sioux City 3, No. 103, Iowa; Amos Samson, of Osceola (3, No. 77, Towa;
Henry M. Hale, of O, No. —, Ohio; Thomas McDermott, of &=,
No. —, Ohio; Mahlon G. Wilkinson, of Bridgeton (3, No. 169, Indiana; Jacob
H. Hallack, of Oil Spring 3, No. —, Cuba, New York; John C. Turk, of Cap-
ital @, No. 3, Nebraska; and on the 18th day of January, 1858, a dispensation
was granted them to hold a (1 at Omadi, under the name of Temple 3. Mahlon
G. Wilkinson was appointed Worshipful Master; Elbridge G. Samson, Senior
Warden; and Albert W. Puett, Junior Warden.

At the next meeting of the Grand (D in June, 1858, a charter was granted
them under the name of Omadi 3, No. 5. The {3 continues to hold regular
meetings, doing a fair amount of work.

Present number of members, 19,

Respectfully submitted,

G. W. WILKINSON, Committee.

REPORT OF PLATTSMOUTH @, NO. 6, PLATTSMOUTH.
To the M.*. W.'. Grand 3 of Nebraska:

About the 15th day of October, A. D. 185617, a notice was circulated among
those persons that claimed to be masons, who resided in and near the city of
Plattsmouth, to meet on Tuesday evening the 22d day of October, A. D. 1857,
A. L. 5851, at the City Hall.

The foregoing notice called together a few of the order, to which accessions
were made from time to time until the first of January, A. D. 1858, A. L. 5858;
when eleven of their number, to-wit: D. A. Donelan, D. H. Wheeler, J. W.
Marshall, Thos. K. Hanna, J. Harper, J. C. Commins, Wm. B. Porter, J.
Minchell, sr., Wm. H. Bassett, Enos Williams, and Wm. M. Slaughter, Master
Masons, met and addressed a petition to the M.-. W.-. Grand Master of the
Territory of Nebraska, praying for a charter or warrant of dispensation to em-
power them to assemble as a legal (3, to discharge the duties of masonry in the
several degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason, in a
regular and constitutional manner, according to the ancient forms of the frater-
nity, and laws and regulations of the Grand O.

On the 18th day of January, A. D. 1858, the petitioners received a letter of
dispensation from the M.*. W.:. Grand (3 of the Territory of Nebraska, under
the hand and seal of the M.*. W.-. Grand Master, bearing date the 18th day of
January, 1} D. 1858, A. L. 5858, constituting the said petitioners into a regular
3 of Freo and Accepted Masons, to be opened in the city of Plattsmouth and
Territory of Nebraska, under the name of Plattsmouth O3, requiring that they
ohserve, perform and keep all the rules and orders contained in the book of
Constitutions till the Annual Communication of the Grand 3, on the first Wed-
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nesday of June, A. D. 1858, A. L. 5858, when the letter of dispensation, to-
gother with an account of the proceedings of the (3, were to be transmitted to
the M.-. W. . Grand (3 aforesaid.

In pursuance of the authority vested in the petitioners by the foregoing letter
of dispensation, they assembled on the — day of February, A. D. 1858, at their
room, and opened Plattsmouth (3 in due and ancient form and proceeded to their
regular work by electing those that were not appointed by the M.*. W. . Grand
Master, when the following officers were elected and regularly installed by
M.- W.-. Past Grand Master W. D. McCord, who had previously been appoint-
ed Deputy Grand Master for the occasion: K. A. Donelan, Worshipful Master;
D. H. Wheeler, Senior Warden; J. W. Marshall, Junior Warden; Thomas K.
Hanna, Treasurer; J. C. Cummins, Secretary; Wm. B. Porter, Senior Deacon;
Joseph Harper, Junior Deacon; Geo. W. Colvin, Tyler.

Respectfully submitted.

D, H. WHEELER, Committee.
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RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE LODGES.

NEBRASKA (O, NO. 1, BELLEVUE, SARPY COUNTY.
Stated meetings: first Tuesday on or preceding full moon. |

L. B. Kinney, W. M.
David Leach, S. W.
S. H. Wattles, J. W.

L. B. Kinney,

A. Hall,

Jno. A. Nye,

C. D. Keller,
Henry T. Clarke,

A. Lockwood,

OPBFICERS.
Thomas Clifton, Treas.

J. M. Whitted, S. D.

Stephen D. Bangs, Sec'y. 8. A. Strickland, J. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Silas A. Strickland,
Thomas Clifton,
Stephen D. Bangs,
Louis F. Bartels,
Stephen H. Wattles,
ENTERED APPRENTICE.

D. F. Tiedemann.

WITHDRAWN.
Andrew Sagendorf,

Thomas Boyer,

J. M. Whitted,

Wm. H. Cook,

8. W. Y. Schimonsky,
David Leach.

L. L. Bowen.

WESTERN STAR 3, NO. 2, NEBRASKA OITY, OTOE COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Tuesday preceding each full moon: and on St. John's day.

OFFICERS.

Wyllys C. Ransom, W. M. John H. Maxon, Treas'r. Samuel P. Sibley, J. D,
Fountain Pearman, Sec'y. Aden G. Cavans, Steward.

Lee P. Gillette, S. W.
Daniel H. Warran, J. W.

Sylvester Redfield,
Hiram P. Downs,
Wm. P. Birchfield,
I. L. Gibbs,
Thornas Donohoo,
John Boulware,
Geo. W. Boulware,
John B. Boulware,
John (. Cook,

H. N. Cornell,
Geo. W. Bailey,

Sylvester Redfield, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

John F. Kinney,
F. Pearman,

S. P. Sibley,
Chas. W. Wyatt,
H. B. Baker,
Henry Brown,
‘Wm. H. Broadhead,
John A. Goodlett.
R. H. Miller,

H. B. Horton,
Geo. G. Gillette,

Wm. E. Hill, Tyler.

William L. Boydston,
Andrew Beardslee,
Harvey C. Blackman,
William E. Hill,
Daniel Whitinger,
Jeremiah S. Carr,
Samusl Henderson,
Aden G. Cavans,
Solon F. Johnson,
George W. Sroat,
Joseph F. Bennett,
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W. W. Soper,

J. C. Campbell,
Edward Henry,
G. H. Hail,

T. E. Thompson,
John B. Bennett,
Simon Hooper,
J. 8. Place,
John H. Maxon,

GRAND LODGE

Lee P. Gillette.
Daniel H. Warran,
Isaac Chivington,
Wyllys C. Ransom,
Chas. F. Holly,
Geo. M. Smith,
Edward Smith,

J. P. Cook,

ENTERED APPRENTICE.
Robert Hawke.

WITHDRAWN.

Mastin 'W. Riden,

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

William Anderson,

M. Mahan,

OF NEBRASKA.
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J. T. Hoyle,
Willard Bradway,
tephen F. Nuckolls,
I’eter Y. Morse,
“tephen Kent,

1. J. Kent,

Wm. E. Pardee,

C. A, Goshen.

Jacob Safford.

William Dorsey,

CAPITAL 03, NO. 3, OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Monday on or before full moon.

OFFICERS.

George Armstrong, W. M. Augustus Roeder, Treas.

James K. Wall, 8. W.
Henry H. Vischer, J. W.

John H. Sahler,
Wm. R. Demarest,
Samuel E. Rogers,
Charles W. Hamilton,
Jno. R. Porter
Addison R. Gillmore,
Aaron Cahn,

Charles Turner,

John Reck.

J. T. Griffin,

T. H. Dodd,

George Armstrong,
Geo. W. Kassler,

John H. Green,

Geo. W. Wood,

Robert C. Jordan, Sec'y.
Thomas F. Stewart, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Lorin Miller,
Robert C. Jordan,
A. D. Jones,
Philip Windheim,
P G. Peterson,
John Logan,
William Frodsham,
Francis Lusignan,
Geo. W. Forbes,
Nelson Baker,

H. H. Vischer,
H. G. Spencer,
M. Hellman,

FELLOW CRAFT.
Ernest A. Frenzell,

ENTERED APPRENTICES.

John Logan, J. D.
W, T. Beeks, Tyler.

James E. Boyd,
James K. Wall,
Wm. F. Wilder.
Augustus Roeder,
P. A. Preston.
Hiram P. Bennoett,
James G. Megeath,
Henry W. Kuhns,
A. D. Luce,

E. A. Allen,

S. M. Owens,
Frank Kemp.

Gustavus A. Hesse.

WITHDRAWN.
William N. Byers,

Alfred Sayre.

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

Geo. C. Bovey,
Thos. F. Stewart,

Albert G. Clarke,
Geo. L. Miller,

A. A. Egbert.
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NEMAHA VALLEY 3, NO. 4, BROWNVILLE, NEMAHA COUNTY.
Stated meetings: first and third Saturdays in each month,

Robert W. Furnas, W. M.
G. W. Bratton, S. W.
R. T. Rainey, J. W.

G. W. Bratton,
David Seigle,

U. C. Johnson,
William Hoblitzell,
Henry Beane,

C. W. Wheeler,
J. C. Cline,
Robert W. Furnas,
Frank Ferguson,
T. W. Bedford,

L. B. Butler,

J. G. Casey,

OFFICLERS.

David Siegel, Treasurer.

Adrian Hoblitzell, J. D.

T. W. Bedford, Secretary. John L. Colhapp, Tyler.

J. C. Aylsworth, 8. D,

MASTER MASONS,

E. Lyanna,

J. B. Wells.

J. C. Aylsworth,
John H. Colhapp,
Jesse Noel,

A. J. Richardson,
Adriun Hoblitzell,
A. O. D. Kelley,
John W. Bennett,

FELLOW CRAFT.
Frederick Marlott.

ENTERED APPRENTICES.

J. M. Cotton,

W. W. Keeling,
D. J. Martin,

C. 8. Langdon,
George Crow,

R. T. Rainey,

A. H. Alderman,
O. B. Hewett.
Jer. Marlott.

J. W. Swan.

WITHDRAWN.

J. J. Clark.

OMADI 0, NO. 5, OMADI, DAKOTAH COUNTY.

Btated meetings: Saturday on or before full moon.

OFFICERS.

Geo. W. Wilkinson, W. M. Alexander Ford, Treas.

Asa Rathburn, 5. W.
A. H. Baker, J. W.

J. H. Hallack,

E. G. Samson,
Thomas McDermott,
Amos Samson,

M. Pinkerton,
Harlan Baird,

W. C. McBeath, Sec'y.

J. H. Hallack, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

W. C. McBeath,
Stephen Ulrey,
Alexander Ford,
Geo. W. Wilkinson,
Thomas C. Ryan,
‘Wm. D. Smith,

William Cheny, J. D.
M. Pinkerton, Steward.
Amos Samson, Tyler

William Cheney,

A. H. Baker,
William Henderson.
T. M. X. Munhall,
Asa Rathburn.

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

Mahlon G. Wilkinson,

Henry M. Hale.

WITHDRAWN.

Albert W, Puett.
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PLATTSMOUTH 3, NO. 6, PLATTSMOUTH, CASS COUNTY.
Stated meetings: first Monday in each month,

OFFICERS.

D. H. Wheeler, W. M.  Thos. K. Hanna, Treas. H. D. Mansfield, J. D.
Jno. W. Marshall, 8. W. Samuel H. Jones, Sec'y. Geo. Parks, Steward.
Iinos Williams, J. W. Sumuel H. Elbert, S. D. D. M. Coulter, Tyler.

MASTER MASONS.

E. A. Donelan, Enos Williams, Samuel H. Jones,
D. H. Wheeler, W. D. McCord, Samuel Hanna,
John W. Murshall, A. H. Barker, H. D. Mansfield,
Thomas K. Hanna, Samuel H. Elbert, George Parks,
John C. Cumming, Wm. J. Young, Loudon Mullen,
‘Wm. B. Porter, Joseph Harper, Thomas J. Jones.
James Minchell, Wm. B. Warbritton,

FELLOW CRAFT.
Elbert T. Duke.
ENTERED APPRENTICES.

Charles. H. Wolcott, William H. Spratlin.
WITHDRAWN.

William M. Slaughter, William H. Bassett.

20
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HELD AT PLATTSMOUTH, JUNE 4, A. L. 5861.

FOURTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

PrarrsMoutH, NEBRASKA, June 4, 1861,

The Grand o of the most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of the Territory of Nebraska
commenced its fourth Annual Communication at the Masonic
Hall in Plattsmouth thisday. There were present the following

GRAND OFFICERS.
. W.-. GE0. ArMSTRONG, Grand Master.
.. L. B. KixNEY, Deputy Grand Master.
‘. H. C. BLACKMAN, as Senior Grand Warden.
. D. H. WHEELER, Junior Grand Warden.
.. J. H. MaxoN, Grand Treasurer.
. R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary.
. HeNry BrowN, as Grand Chaplain.
*. J. F. KiNNEY, Grand Orator.
*. L. P. GiuLertE, Grand Lecturer.
‘. 8. A. STRICKLAND, as Grand Marshal.
‘. G. B. GrarF, as Senior Grand Deacon.
. A. CaHN, as Junior Grand Deacon.
. J. W. MarsHALL, Grand Steward.
-, 8. H. JonEs, Grand Sword Bearer.

*. 8. D. Banas, |
.. B. G. Seags, |

.. JAMES MINCHELL, as Grand Tyler.

A O of Master Masons was opened in ample form by the
M.-. W.-. Grand Master, with the assistance of the Grand Officers

and brethren present.

EE

4494424942434

344

as Grand Pursuivants.
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Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

The M... W... Grand Master appointed the following commit-
tee:

On Credentials—Brothers Furnas, Gillette and Wheeler.

Brother Furnas, from committee on Credentials, reported as
follows, which report was adopted.

REPORT.

To the M.:. W.-. Grand (2 of Nebraska :

Your committee on Credentials find the following C37 in this jurisdiction rep-
resented by the following named delegates, whose credentials are correct; also
the number of votes to which each is entitled:

NEBRASKA (3, No. 1—L. B. Kinney, 1; 8. A. Strickland, 1; D. Leach, 1.

‘WEeSTERN STAR 3, No. 2—Lee P. Gillette, 2; H. C. Blackman, 1.

CaritaL O, No. 3—E. G. Sears, 2; A. Cabn, 1.

NeMana VALLEY O3, No. 4—R. W. Furnas, 3.

OxaDI (3, No. 5—G. B. Graff, 3.

PrarrsMouTH I, No. 6—D. H. Wheeler,-1; J. W. Marshall, 1; H. D. Mans-
fleld, 1.

The committee also find the following Grand Officers present and entitled to
seaty:

M.:. W.-. Geo. Armstrong, Grand Master.
R.-. W. . L. B. Kinney, Deputy Grand Master.
R... W. . D. H. Wheeler, Junior Grand Warden.
R... W.-. J. H. Maxon, Grand Treasurer.
., R... W.-. R. W. Furnas, Grand Sccretary.
W.-. J. ¥. Kinney, Grand Orator.
W.-. L. P. Gillette, Grand Lecturer.
W. . J. W. Marshall, Grand Steward.
W.-. S. H. Jones, Grand Sword Bearer.
W.- 8. D. Bangs, Grand Pursuivant.
R.-. W.-. H. Brown, Past Deputy Grand Master.

Respectfully submitted.
R. W. FURNAS, l
L. P. GILLETTE, > Committee.
D. 0. WHEELER, )

A constitutional number of C27 being represented the M.-. W.-
Grand Master appointed the following officers, pro tem. :

Brother H. C. Blackman, Senior Grand Warden.
‘¢ H. Brown, Grand Chaplain.
t+ 8. A. Strickland, Grand Marshal.
‘¢ G. B. Graff, Senior Grand Deacon.

A. Cahn, Junior Grand Deacon.

E. G. Sears, Grand Pursuivant.

t¢ James Minchell, Grand Tyler.
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After which the W.-. Grand Marshal, by order of the M... W..,
Grand Master, declared the M... W... Grand 3 of Nebraska duly
opened for the dispatch of business.

The M... W... Grand Master appointed the following
STANDING COMMITTEES.

On Accounts—Brothers Maxon, Gillette and Sears.

On Charters and Dispensations—Brothers Furnas, Blackman and Wheeler.
On Foreign Correspondence—Brothers Furnas, Blackman and Bangs.
On Ways and Means—Brothers Maxon, Kinney and Graff.

On Charity—DBrothers Bangs, Jones and Brown.

On Grievances—Brothers Jones, Strickland and Cahn.

On Unfinished Business—Brothers Gillette, Wheeler and Leach.

On Pay Roll—Brothers Maxon, Furnas and Sears.

On Masonic Jurisprudence—Brothers Kinney, Blackman and Wheeler.
On Schovl Fund—Brothers Marshall, Graff and Stricklacd.

On Subordinate Returns—Brothers Blackman, Cahn and Leach.

On Visitors—Brothers Gillette, Sears and Brown.

The M... W... Grand Master then delivered his
ANNUAL ADDRESS.

Brelliren of the Grand (3 of Nelvaska:

1t is required of the Grand Master that he ** communicate in writing, a state-
ment of his official acts during the recess of the Grand 3, with such other
matters as e may deem advantageous to the craft, and also to give information
upon subjects of masonic interest, and recommend for its consideration any
measures he shall deem expedient.” To comply with these requirments a very
short communication is only needed at this time, but few official duties having
demanded my attention, and as T have not been favored with copies of the pro-
ceedings of other masonic bodies, I can give you no information from the craft
abroad.

The amendment of our By-Laws made at your last session, reducing the charge
for dispensation and charters, has not yet resulted in the establishment of a single
new () in Nebraska. Your former Grand Master, in his last two communica-
tions, truthfully sets forth the causes to which the slow progress of our order
here is attributable. The unfavorable circumstances by which we were sur
rounded then, continue to exist in a greater degree at this time; and those of
you, my brethren, who know and can appreciato the difficulties and obstructions
which have beset the workmen, though earncstly desiring the dissemination
of the tenets aud priuciples of our time-honored institution, have the high satis-
faction of being assured that it is occasioned by no lack of zeal or want of har-
mony among the craft. The six (5 which have composed this jurisdiction for
the last three years. are still performing their labors faithfully and harmoniously.
That the number of our CEh has not increased is the result of circumstances
over which the brethren could exercise no control. The commercial distress
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which has affected the whole country for the last three years, remains un-
mitigated in the sparce and scattered settlements of Nebraska, and remote as
we are from the sectional and political influences which surrounded the popu-
lous communities of the States, even liere the pure and ennobling prineiples of
masonry are chilled and sickened by the deplorable strifes and animosities of
parties and sects which distract our beloved country, and which have at length
culminated in a wide-spread rebellion against the Government.

¥rom the reports of the subordinate CEh it will be seen that the membership
has been increased during the past year; yet all our [y are laboring under
disadvantages resulting from the absence of many of the older brethren who
have abandoned their (37 to toil among the leads and gulches of the new Eldo-
rado, or engage in the commerece of the plains.

The tide of emigration, attracted during the past few years towards the gold
fields immediately west of our Territory, has carried with it many of the ma-
sonic fraternity, who have left their homes and associates in the East to seek
their fortunes among the hills and valleys of that auriferous region. Petitions
from the craft sojourning there have been received by me for authority to pur-
sife their labors in the land of their adoption. T have accordingly granted dis-
pensations for the following new (i in the Territory of Colorado:

Summit =, at Parkville; Rocky Mountain (3, at Gold Hill; Central City =,
at Central City. The first two named 2 have since forwarded to me petitions
for charters, accompanied with copies of their by-laws and proceedingg, which
are herewith presented. I trust that the work thus sent up for your inspection
by our brethren in the West may bo found square and acceptable, and entitle
them to warrants for the coutinuance of their labors. Abundant and good ma-
terial exists in that new land, and there are skillful craftsmen there, well guali-
fied to prepare the rough ashlers and precious stones of the Rocky Mountains,
and fit them to strengthen and adorn our noble masonic edifice.

In the proceedings of your last Annual Communication T find the report of the
committee on Unfinished Business of the previous session, recommending the
reference to the committce on Masonic Jurisprudence of the subject of amend-
ing the rules and regulations of subordinate 0Z7, so that Entered Apprentices
and Fellow-Crafts can e balloted for when the [ are open in those degrees.
This report was adopted, but the subject has not been disposed of by the Grand
1. As a matter of convenience merely the proposed change in the regulation
may be deemed advisable; but with due deference to the views of our late
Grand Master, I cannot consider that the rule, as it now stands, is a departure
grom ancient usage. It is cluimed that it does ‘‘injustice to Entered Apprentices
and Fellow-Crafts in not being permitted to ballot and have the privilege of
gelecting their own associates,”” but there are many other masonie privileges the
propriety of withholding which from Entered Apprentices and Fellow-Crafts has
never been guestioned by the fraternity, and yet the charge of injustice would
apply with equal force in such cases as in the matter of balloting. Our By-Laws
and Rules und Regulations were adopted almost entire from those of the Grand —
of Ohio, whose fifty years’ experience is a sufficient guaranty of their knowledge
of masonic usage; and, except in the Canadian and some of the Kentucky [,
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I know of no such regulation as is contemplated in the proposed amendment, I
am content to leave the question to the sound judgme: t and masonic experience
of the brethren of this Grand (3.

The subject of fixing permanently the place of mee ing of the Grand (3 was
also postponed for your action at this time. I can see 110 objection to this meas-
ure, if the location is made as central as possible. As a matter of economy sim-
ply, it recommends itself to your favorable consideration,

In June last I received from the Grand Master of Louisiana a communication,
announcing that the Grand (D of that State had adopted the ‘* Grand 3 Repre-
sentative System,’’ and requesting me, if agreeable to the views of this body, to
name some brother here for appointment as representative of that Grand (3 near
the Grand (7 ot Nebraska. The Grand Master of North Carolina has designated
Brother L P. Gillette, and the Grand Master of Illlnois has selected Past Grand
Master Robert C. Jordan, as the representatives of the Grand [Z7 of those
States near this Grand 3. This ‘‘system’ is a kind of masonic diplomacy,
which has not heretofore been recognized in Nebraska; aud before the represent-
atives of other Grand [y can be accredited by us, I presume that this body
should adopt measures of reciprocity with other masonic jurisdictions, and give
authority to the Grand Master to recognize the representatives they may desig-
nate. This may not be regarded, however, as a matter of any considerable
importance, as it is not likely that questions will arise of such immediate conse-
quence to our brethren abroad as to require them to have accredited representa-
tives near this Grand (3, or that the interests of the craft in Nebraska will suffer
for want of tho interference of some brother especially appointed to look atter
them at other Grand (1. It is probably more & matter of masonic courtesy
than of jurisdictional necessity, and as such is not unworthy of your attention.
But if the adoption of this representative system should meet your favorable con-
sideration, the question arises whether it shall be general in its application or
confined to [T37 specially designated. The States of Louisiana and North Caro-
lina, whose Grand [ desire to be represented here, as well as other States of
the Union, are now in open rebellion against the Government. Can we frater-
nize with masons who refuse to *‘ cheerfully conform to the laws of the country,"’
and are ‘‘concerned in plots and conspiracies against government?’’ The right
of secession, or the propriety of dividing the Union into separate confederacies,
are questions not within the province of a body of masons. But until these ques-
tions are determined, and the bloody and fratricidal contest, which is now con-
vulsing our beloved country, is ended, we should be guarded in our affiliations
with the masonic organizations of those States who have lifted their bloody hands
against the civil authorities, trampled in the dust the banner of the country to
which they have pledged their allegiance, and have set on foot the most unnat-
ural and unholy conflict that has ever disgraced a civilized nation. As when
Jeptha, Judge of Israel, with the men of Gillead, pursued the rebellious Ephrai-
mites to the passes of the river Jordan, shall we not demand, if among the
traitors and conspirators of these latter days there are any who cannot pronounce
aright the word of recognition exacted by brethren faithful to their masonic obli-
gations ?
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In this connection, it is proper to state that I have received a printed circular
emanating from the Grand (7 of Tennessee, and signed by the Grand and Deputy
Grand Master of the Grand (3, and officers of other Grand masonic bodies in
that State, commenting upon the sad aund mournful spectacle presented in the
present unhappy condition of our country—State being arrayed against State,
friend against friend, and even brother against brother. Our Tennessee brethren
appeal to the five hundred thousand masons in the land, to make their voice heard
in one united demand for arresting this terrible fraternal strife. This circular I
lay before you for such action as may be deemed proper. Although this effort
of our brethren to pour the oil of peace upon the troubled waters of civil war,
may prove {utile, they are animated by a uoble spirit of patriotic love of country
and are actuated by a keen appreciation of their masonic obligations and frater-
nal ties. I doubt not their appeal will enlist your hearty sympathies and ready
co-operation.

Before closing, brethren, I must urge upon your attention the great importance
of securing a uniformity in the work of the several (37 Since the organization
of this Grand CJ, our brethren in the Hast have been exerting themselves to
effect this desirable result throughout the States. The most skillful of the craft
have consulted together—venerable masons have compared with each other the
designs placed on their respective trostle-boards by the Masters from whom they
received their first instruction in the art—and the traditions handed down from
the fathers have beeon examined and studied—for the purpose of arriving at. and
delermining what constitutes the true work. As the result of these investigations
I understand that the lectures and symbolic instructions as taught by Thomas
Smith Webb, and now known as ‘‘ the Webb work,'’ is accepted by most of the
masonic bodies of the United States. By the many schools of instruction which
have of late years been established throughout the country, where this work is
taught, the craft are becoming enlightened in masonic science; and the mysteries
of our art, by the uniformity of exemplification, axd the simplified, though thor-
ough and comprehensive mode of imparting instruction, is rendered more inviting
and attractive to those who are secking after its hidden beauties or studying the
erudition of 118 expressive gigns and symbols. The facilities for traveling between
our scattered T3, deprive us of the advantages which our Eastern brethren enjoy
in attending masonic schools of instruction. But much can be effected in the uni-
formity of the work by receiving instruction only from those who are themselves
proficient, and who are master-workmen well skilled in drawing designs for the
craft to work by. The services of our worthy Grand Lecturer, Brother Gillette,
should be secured by the [Fy as often as possible. I can vouch as to his
proficiency in the work now recognized and accepted by the masonic fraternity
generally.

And now, brethren, having submitted to you what few matters I have, worthy
of your attention, I close this communication, invoking the Great Master of the
Universe Lo aid you in the work before you, and that, as heretofore, your delib-
erations may be harmonious and your labors beneficial to the craft.

GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Master.
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Brother Wheeler offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the address of the Grand Master be referred to a select committee
of three, to designate appropriate committees to which the several matters therein
named shall be referred.

Brothers Wheeler, Gillette, and Graff, were appointed such
such committee.
Brother Gillette offered the following, which was adopted :

Resolved, That all Master Masons, in good standing, be invited to witness the
deliberations of this Grand 3

Brother Gillette offered the following, which was referred to
the committee on Masonic Jurisprudence:

Resolved, That the Worshipful Masters of subordinate (i be ordered not to
allow non-affiliated masons to visit their (2 unless they declare their intention
of joining the 3. and then not oftener than at three regular communications.

Brother Wheeler from select committee on Grand Master’s
Address, reported as follows, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.*. W. . Grand (O of Nebraska :

The committee to whom was referred the annual communication of the M. .
W. . Grand Master, for designating appropriate committees to which the several
matters therein named be referred, report by presenting the following resolution:

Resolved, That so much of the Grand Master’s communication as refers to the
Grand [ representative system, and so much as refers to the disiracted state of
the country, and so much as refers to uniformity of work in the several [ in
this jurisdiction, be referred to the standing committee on Masonie Jurisprudence.

That so much as refers to the granting of a charter to Summit C3J, No. —, situ-
ated in the town of Parkville, Colorado Territory, be referred to the standing
committee on Charters and Dispensations.

That so much as refers to the permanent location of the Grand (3, be referred
to a select committee consisting of one brother from each subordinate (3.

Respectfully submitted.
D. H. WHEELER, )
L. P. GILLETTE, » Committee.
G. B. GRAFF. )

Brother J. F. Kinney offered the following, which was
adopted :

Resulved, That the meetings of this Grand £ be hereafter held at eight o'clock
A. M. and two o'clock P. M. of each day, until all the business before it is
finished.

Brother G. W. Wilkinson, Junior Graund Deacon, having
arrived, took his seat as such.

21
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The sclect committee provided for in Brother Whecler’s
report was filled by the appointment of the following brothers :

Nebraska 3, No. 1, L. B. Kinney; Western Star 3, No. 2, H. C. Blackman;
Capital 03, No. 3, E. G. Sears; Nemuha Valley O, No. 4, R. W. Furnas;
Omadi 3, No. 5, G. W. Wilkinson; Plattsmouth 3, No. 6, D. H. Wheeler.

Grand @ called from labor to refreshment until 2 o'clock.

——
AFTERNOON SESSION.

Two 0’CLOCK P. M.
The M.-. W.-. Grand O was called from refreshment to labor,
M... W... Grand Master in the chair,
Brother Blackman, from committee on Subordinate Returns,
made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.. W.-. Grand [ of Nebraska :
Your committeo to whom was referred the returns of subordinate (37, respect-
fully report that we have examined the same, and find the following correct, viz:
Western Star 3, No. 2; Capital (3, No. 3; Nemaha Valley (3, No. 4; Omadi
), No. 5; and Plattsmouth (3, No. 6. Nebraska (3, No. 1, shows & member-
ship last year of fourteen. By referring to tho returns from this O of last year,
wo find that they reported fiftcen. We are informed by the representatives of the
3, that last year's report was incorrect, a brother having dimitted, which was
overlooked in making their return to the last Anuual Communication of the
Grand O. With this exception, the report is correct.
Respectfully submitted.
H. C. BLACKMAN, )
E. G. SEARS, + Committee.
AARON CAHN,

Brother Furnas, Grand Secretary, made the following as his

report, which was referred to committee on Accounts.

GRAND SECRETARY'S REPORT.
To the M.:. W.-. Grand O of Nebraska:

R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary, in account with the Grand r3 of Nebraska, Dr.
To dues from Nebraska o, No. 1. $ 37 00
e e Western Star =, No. 2 60 00
& o Capital =, No. 3.. toPeg 44 00
4 s Nemaha Valley o, No. 4 27 00
CJ & Omadi &3, No. 6........ 22 00
(0 @ Plattsmouth =, No. 6 37 00
« Colorado Dispensationa 29 70
$256 70

Cr.

By Grand Treasurer's receipt. $256 70

Respectfully submitted. R. W. FURNAS, Grand Secretary.
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Brother Gillette, from the committee on Unfinished Business,
made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT
To the M... W.-. Grand (3 of Nebraska: ’

The committee on Unfinished Business beg leave to report that they have
examined the proceedings of our last Annual Communication, and find that hat
little business was postponed at that time for the consideration of this Grand .

The only subject which altracts our attention is that part of Past Grand Master
Jordan's address, delivered before the Grand 3 at Bellevue, in the year 1859, in
which he recommends that the fifth paragraph of the Rules and Regulations of
subordinate (2 be so amended that Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts ‘‘be
allowed to ballot for candidates for those degrees, which of course would have
to be done in (5 of those grades.”

Your committee are of the opinion that the making of such a rule would be a
departure from the ancient usage, and therefore most respectfully recommend
that this subject be dismissed without further consideration.

LEE P. GILLETTE, )
D. H. WHEELER, :Committee.
DAVID LEACH, )

The Grand Secretary presented the following account for
printing and postage, which was referred to the committee on
Accounts :

M.. W.. Grand = of Nebraska to R. W, FurxNas, Dr.
To printing and binding 400 copies Grand = Proceedings (60 pages) for 1860 ........ $157 00
“ ¢ circulars to other Grand m......cccceveereerissnnens Ot oo (oo 5 00
“ postage......s . v . 8 00
$170 00

Brother Marshall, from committee on School [fund, reported
as follows, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M... W.*. Grand 1 of Nebraska :

Your committee on School Fund report that no measures have been taken to
raise such a fund ; and finding nothing further to claim our attention, we respect-
fully subseribe ourselves

J. W. MARSHALL,
G. B. GRAFF. Committee.
8. A. STRICKLAND,

Brother Furnas, chairman of the committee on Foreign

Correspondence, made the following report, which was adopted :
REPORT.

To the M.*. W. . Grand O of Nebrasha:

The commitiee on Foreign Correspondence have reccived the printed procecd-
ings from thirty Grand [, to-wit :
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Alabama, December 3, 1860.

California, May 8, 1860.

Canada, July 9, 1860.

Connecticut, May.9, 1860.

Deluware, January 217, 1860.

District of Columbia, February 11, 1861.

Georgia, October 31, 1860.

Iowa, June 5, 1860.

Illinois, October 9, 1860. .

Indiana, May 8, 1860.

Kansas, October 16, 1860.

Kentucky, Oclober 16, 1860.

Maine, May 1, 1860.

Maryland, May 14, 16 and 16, 1860.

Massachusetts, March 14, 1860.

Michigan, January 9, 1861. ~

Minnesota, October 23, 1860.

Mississippi, January 21, 22, 23 and 24, 1861.

Missouri, May 28, 1860.

New Hampshire, June 13, 1860.

New Jersey, Jannary 16 and 17, 1861.

New York, June 5, 1860.

North Carolina, December 3, 1860.

Ohio, October 16, 1860.

Rhode Island, June 25, 1860.

Tennesseo, October 1, 1860,

Texas, June 11, 1860.

Vermont, January 9, 10 and 11, 1861.

Virginia, December 10, 1860.

Wagshington Territory, September 3, 1860,

The committee also acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the Constitution,
By-Laws, Rules and Code of Masonic Jurisprudence and Resolutions now in
force in the Grand 3 of Ohio,

Also, documents respecting the controversy between the Grand (£ of Ham-
burg and New York. Also, a circular letter from the Grand (0 of New York,
reviewing the policy of the Grand {3 of Hambhurg.

The committee have been favored by Brother Leon Hyneman of New York,
with a copy of the ‘* World’s Masonic Register,”’ & very valuable bound vol-
ume of 562 pages, for which Brother B. is eatitled to especial thanks.

The committee are of the opinion that hereafter, or at least until our finan-
cial affairs are in a more prosperous condition that it is policy to dispense with
the cxtended duties of the committee on Foreign Correspondence, viz: in mak-
ing liberal extracts from the printed proceedings of other Grand CEh.

Respectfully submitted.
R. W. FURNAS, Chairman.
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Brother Furnas offered the following resolution, which was
adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand (O are hercby tendered to Brother
Leon Hyneman of New York, for a copy of the ‘* World's Masonic Register."’

Brother J. H. Maxon, Grand Treasurer, made the following
report, which was adopted:

GRAND TREASURER'S REPORT.
T the M.*. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska : !

JoN H. MAxoN, Grand Treasurer, in account with the Grand & of Nebraska : Dr.
Balance in hands of Treasurer, per last report, June, 1860 ..o erismeessinmsaniiianins #375 45
Received of R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary, 1861 256 70

8632 15
1860. Paid order for Grand = jewels Sees ubadihnne o ve sn a3 hbn et s e UL 310;'00
 Pay ROIL, 1860....corissrecsssorssssnecareenssessaesssssssssnasionasoasssssorssanas 129 48
¢« QOrder to R. W. Furnas 170 50
“  Order to Capital D3 ciiiiecrererne rovrniecsiiniie e oste s st asesses eens 4 00
Balance in hands of Treasurer 224 17

$#632 15

Respectfully submitted.
J. H. MAXON, Grand Treasurer.

Brother Blackman, from committee on permanent location of
Grand =, reported as follows, which was adopted.

REPOURT.
Ty the M.-. W. . Grand O of Nebraska :

The committee to whom was referred the subject of permanently fixing a
place for the mecting of the Grand 3, respectfully report, that, in their opin-
ion, it would not be policy for the present, to permanently fix any place. Our
population is sparse, our (2 are few, and should a place be now fixed, it might
work great injustice and hardship to [ to be hereafter formed.

The committee recommend that no action of the kind be taken at this Com-
munication.

Respectfully submitted.

H. C. BLACKMAN, No. 2.)
D. H. WHEELER, th6.
G. W. WILKINSON, 5. |,
E. G. SEARS, 06, ) [ STEMIAAEE,
L. B. KINNEY, LI
R. W. FURNAS, tog,
Brother Maxon offered the following resolution, which was

adopted :

Resolved, That the next Annual Communication of the Grand 3 be held at
Omaha City, on the first Tuesday in June, 1862.

Brother Maxon, from committee on Accounts, reported as fol-
lows, which was adopted :




166 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [Plattsmouth,

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand =) of Nebraska :

Your standing committee on Accounts, have examined the account of R.
W. Furnas, Grand Secretary, and J. H. Maxon, Grand Treasurer, and find
them correct.

‘We also find the following account of Brother Furnas, correct:

To printing and binding 400 copies Grand o proceedings (60 pnges) for 1860........0 $157 00
i “  Circulars to other Grand w............... e 500
OPostagE . ... Al R T T ST T T 8 00

§170 00

And therefore offer the following:

Resolved, That an order he drawn in favor of R. W. Furnas for one hundred
and seventy dollars, amount in full of his account to date.

Respectfully submitted.

JOHN H. MAXON,
LEE P. GILLETTE, E» Committee.
E. G. SBARS,

Brother Blackman, from committee on Masonic Jurispru-
dence, presented the following report, which was postponed
until to-morrow :

REPORT.
To the M. :. W.'. Grand O of Nelraska :

The commitiee on Masonic Jurisprudence to whom was referred that portion
of the M.:. W.-. Grand Master's address relating to uniformity of work, res-
pectfully report, that the committee deem uniformity of work of the first im-
portance, and while the members of the Grand (3O have not had sufficient
opportunity to witness the exemplification of the work recommended by the
M.-. W. . Grand Master and tanght by the Grand Lecturer, to express fully their
views in all particulars, yet considering the fact that this work has been adopted
by most of the Grand C37 of the United States, and for the purpose of securing
some system of work, recommend its adoption.

Respectfully submitted.

H. C. BLACKMAN, )

J. F. KINNEY, ~ Committee.
D. H. WHElsLhR, )

Brother Kinney, from committce on Grand Master’s address,
reported as follows, which was adopted.

REPORT.
To the M.:. W.-. Grand (O of Nebraska:

Your committee to whom was referred that portion of the Grand Master's
address relating to the Grand O Representative system, submit the following
resolution:

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand [ it is inexpedient, under the
present position of the affairs of the country, for this Grand 3 to adopt the
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Representative system at this time, and that the further cobsideration of this
subject be postponed until the next Annual Communic:tion of this Grand C3.

Respectfully submitted.
H. C. BLA "KMAN,
D. H. WH SELER, » Committee.
J. F. KINNEY,

Brother Blackman, from the committee on Masonic Jurispru-
dence, reporied the following, which was adopted.

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.:. Grand (3 of Nebraska:

The committee earnestly recommend the adoption of the resolution for the ex-
clusion of non-affiliated masons. Many reasons might be urged for this course.
Indeed, we cannot conceive of any good reason for a different course. It is
enough, however, to say that, as we understand it, masounry knows no such
thing as a non-affiliated mason. It is the duty of every mason to belong to
some ), and the fact that a man announced himself as non-affiliated, for any
other purpose than that of becoming a member, is, in the opinion of your com-
mitteee, snfficient to cast a shade of suspicion upon his masonic standing.

Respectfully submitted

H. C. BLACKMAN, l
J. F. KINNEY, Committee,
D. H. WHEELER,

On motion of Brother Maxon, it was

Resolved, That the election of Grand officers take place to-morrow morning at
9% o’clock. Carried.

Brother J. F. Kinney offered the following resolution, which
was adopted :

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand T3 be and the same are hereby tend-
ered to Brother M. J. Drummond, editor and publisher of the Masonic Messen-
ger of New York City, for the zcal he has manifested in the cause of masonry,
and particularly for his activity and energy in procuring and forwarding $300.00
for the relief of Western Star (3, No. 2, Nebraska City. And also to other [
and brethren who responded to the call of said (3.

Brother Blackman announced the death of Brother Fountain
Pearman, Senior Warden of Western Star O, No. 2, and referred
in an appropriate and feeling manner to the many social and
masonic accomplishments of the deceased brother. As a mark
of respect on the part of the Grand O it was called from labor
to refreshment until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.
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SECOND DAY.

WeDNESDAY, June 5, 1861.

Grand O called from reireshment to labor.
M... W... Grand Master presiding.

Brother Maxon, from the committee on Ways and Means of-
fered the following amendment to the Grand & By-Laws, which
was duly seconded by five members. Laid over under the rules.

!
Tothe M.:. W. . Grand (O of Nebraska:

Your committee on Ways and Means would ask that Section 16 of the By-
Laws be so amended that the Grand Secretary’s salary shall be reduced from
$150 Lo $50 per anoum.

Respectfully submitted.
J. F. KINNEY,
J. H. MAXON, : Committee.
G. B. GRAFF,

The report of the committee on Masonic Jurisprudence rela-
tive to the adoption of a uniform system of work having been
made the special order for this hour, was taken up and unani-
mously adopted.

Brother J. F. Kinuney, from the committee to whom was refer-
red that portion of the Grand Master’s address relative to the
distracted state of the country, reported as follows, which was

adopted :
REPORT.
To the M.:. W.-. Grand (O of Nebraska:

Your committee to whom was referred so mucl: of the M.*. W. . Grand Mas-
ter’s address as relates to the unhappy stale of the country, beg leave to report:
That the time allotted to the cownmittee is inadequate to give the subject such
reflection as its importance deserves; we would, however, brietly state, that we
view with alarm, the unfortunate troubles in which our common country is in-
volved; that we deeply deprecate the evils of civil war, threatening the over-
throw of our Government; and while we will not now stop to inquire the causes
which have produced the dire calamity which has befallen us, we hold at the
same time, that every mason is bound by the highest obligation to be loyal to
the Government in which he lives, and to discountenance disloyalty and rebel-
lion.

Believing that civil war ought, if possible, to be avoided, proving, as we fear
it would, disastrous in the extreme to the spread and success of masonry, and,
being of the opinion that the entire masonic fraternity ought to put forth a vig-
orous effort to save the country und prevent the effusion of blood, we therefore
offer the following:
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Resolved, That this Grand {0 do recommend that a National Masonie Conven-
tion be held at Washington City on the first Monday of December next, to take
into consideration the deplorable state of the country, and co-operate in endeav-
oring to cement more closely the bouds of fraternal love bertween the brethren
North and South, and do all in their power to restore the Government to its
proper position by a re-union of all the States.

Resolved, That we cordially invite all the Grand 037 North and South, to
send representatives to said Masonic Convention.

Respectfully submitted.
H. C. BLACKMAN, |
J. F. KINNEY, gCommittee.
D. H. WHEELER,

On motion of Brother J. F. Kinney, the Grand Secretary was
ordered to have printed one hundred copies of the report of the
committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, relative to the disturbed
condition of the country, and that he send one copy to each
Grand O in the United States.

Brother Wheeler offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the representatives here assembled, are hereby empowered
and authorized o enforce in their respective (. the work adopted by this
Grand (3.

Brother Maxon, from the committee on Pay Roll, reported as
follows, which report was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.-. W. . Grand (O of Nebraska :

The committee on Pay Roll beg leave to report the following as the amounts
due the officers and members of the Grand 3, for the year 1861:
PAY ROLL

Of tle Officers amd dMembers of the Grand 3 of Nebraska for the Annual Communi-
cation held at Plattsmowih, June, 1861.

GRAND OFFICERS.

NAMES.

Geo. Armstrong, M... W... Grand Master.
L. B. Kinney, Deputy Grand Master.
John H. Maxon, Grand Treasurer.
%*R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary

{

1
J. F. Kinney, Grand Orator.. .. | Nebraska City. 2 25| 525
L. P. Gillette, Grand Lecturer. |Nebraska City. 30| 3 00l 2 25{ 525
G. W. Wilkinson, Junior Grand Deacon.. 1Omadi......... 110(11 60| 2 25| 13 25
J. W. Marshall, Grand Steward...... Plattsmounth e = L2895 | ERORD 5
8. H. Jones, Grand Sword Bearer | Plattsmouth. | st fasansas | 225 225
S. D. Bangs, Grand Pursuivant... |Believne...... I lol 100 225 325
James Minchell, Grand Tyler.... -..| Plattsmouth.... M R2A25 (W EOR05

|$24 00|$22 50|$46 60

“Drew mileage and per diem as representative.
22
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MEMBERS.

(=]
z
1..[Nebraska o.
25 |Westarn Sta

NAME OF . ‘ WHERE HELD.

3..{Capital o..

4...Nemaha Vn B .

6..Omadi o...... orge B. Graff..

6..{Plattsmouth = ..| Plattsmouth. L 2 . H. Wheeler......
|822 70|$13 50|816 20|

Respectfully submitted.
JOHN H. MAXON,
R. W. FURNAS, Committee.
E. G. SEARS,
Brother Wheeler offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the R.-. W.-. Grand Secretary be instructed to procure the
printing of two hundred copies of the proceedings of this session of the Grand
3 of Nebraska, and to forward three of said copies to each of the Grand offi-
cers, one to each of the Grand (37 with which this Grand CJis in correspon-
dence, and five copies to each subordinate £ within this jurisdiction.

Brother Furnas, from the committee on Charters and Dis-
pensations, made the following report, which was adopted :
REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand (=) of Nebraska:

The committee on Charters and Dispensations to whom was referred the appli-

* cations for charters from the petitioners at Parkville, Colorado, to be called

Summit (3, No. 7; and the application from the brethren at Gold Hill, to be
called Rocky Mountain (3, No. 8; also, the By-Laws of Plattsmouth (3, No. 6,
and Western Star (3, No. 2, have had the same under consideration, and rec-
ommend that a charter be granted to Joshua Miller, H. E. Delph, J. H. Delph,
J. 8. Lewis, F. K. Lewis, P. Ashbury, James Emery, D. P. Sparks. M. C.
‘White, D. L. Rolly, George Swald, 0. A. Whittemore, Geo. Oldham, N. Ber-
ry, George Rader, C. C. Carpenter, N. Toucy, L. Pollard, G. W. Gillson, W.
Turner, C. C. Schollkoff, S. M. Robinson, for a (3 to be located at Parkville, in
Colorado, to be called Summit (3, No. 7.

Also, for a &3 at Gold Hill, to be called Rocky Mountain (=, No. 8.

The committee also find the By-Laws of Plattsmouth =3, No. 6, and Western
Star O, No. 2, in form, and recommend their approval,

Respectfully submitted.

R. W. FURNAS,

H. C. BLACKMAN, > Committee.
D. H WHEELER, )

Brother Jones, from the committee on Grievances, reported as
follows, which was adopted :




18617 GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. i

REPORT. °
To the M, . W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska:

Your committee to whom was referred the subject matter of Grievances, beg
leave to report that they have leld the same under consideration during this
gession of the Grand (3, and are happy to say that no matters of a grievous
character, have been presented for their deliberation.

Respectfully submitted.
S. A STRICKLAND, )
S. H. JONES, > Committee.
AARON CAHN, )

Brother J. F. Kinney offered the following resolution, which

was adopted :

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the Grand (O to revise the
Constitution and By-Laws of this Grand 3, and the rules and regulations for
the government of subordinate 7, to report the same at the next regular com-
muunication of this Grand .

Brothers J. F. Kinney, Wheeler, Gillette, Furnas, and Black-
man, were appointed said committee.

Brother Bangs, from the committee on Charity, offered the
following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.

To the M.~. W.-. Grand (3 of Nebraska :
The standing committee on Charity beg leave to report that no business has
been presented for their consideration.

Respectfully submitted.
STEPHEN D. BANGS, )
S. H. JONES, » Committee.
HENRY BROWN, )

The hour fixed for the election of officers having arrived, the
Grand 3 proceeded to an election, which resulted as follows:
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, of Omaha, M.:. W. . Grand Master.
L. B. KiNNEY, of Bellevue, R.'. W. . Deputy Grand Master.
D. H. WHEELER, of Plattsmouth, R.*. W.-. Senior Grand Warden.
H. C. BuackMaN, of Nebraska City, R.-. W.-. Junior Grand Warden.
S. H. JoxEs, of Plattsmouth, R.:. W. . Grand Treasurer.
R. W. Furnas, of Brownville, R.:. W. . Grand Secretary.
The M.. W.-. Grand Master made the following appointments,
which were confirmed :
Brother HENrRY BRowN, W.*. Grand Chaplain.
¢ J. ¥. KivNey, W. . Grand Orator.
‘¢ L. P. GILLETTE, W.". Grand Lecturer.
‘¢ G. B. GrAFF, W. . Grand Marshal.
o G. W. WiLkiNsoy, W.-. Senior Grand Deacon.
‘¢ 8. D. Baras, W.-. Junior Grand Deacon.
Y AaRON CamN, W.-. Grand Tyler.
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Brother Wheeler offered the following resolution, which being
seconded by five members, was laid over under the law :

Resolved, That Article V. of the Constitution of the Grand (3 of Nebragska be
so amended 8s to add the following Grand officers: Grand Steward; Grand
Sword Bearer; two Grund Pursuivants.

The following bond of Grand Treasurer, S. H. Jones, was pre-
sented and approved:

HaLL oF GrRaND (O, PraTTSMOUTH, June 5, 1861.

Know all men by these presents, That we, 8. II. Jones as principal and D.
H, Wheeler and H. D. Mansfield, as sureties, are held and firmly bound unto
the Grand (O of Nebrasks of Free and Accepted Masons, in the penal sum of
one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, for the payment of
which, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, ad-
minisirators, assigns and cach of them, firmly by these presents.

The condition of the above obligation is such, that whereas, the said 8. H.
Jounes has been elected Treasurer of the Grand (3 of Nebraska for one year,
now if the said Jones, shall well and truly discharge the duties of lLis office as
required by the Grand 3 and pay over all moneys in his possession as Treasurer,
to his successor in office, then this obligation shall be void, otherwise to remain

in full force and virtue.
SAMUEL H. JONES,

D. H. WHEELER,
H. D. MANSFIELD.
The brethren of Plattsmouth having made arrangements for
the Grand oration to be delivered in publie, and the hour having
arrived, the Grand O called from labor, and repaired in proces-
sion to the court room, where the Grand Orator, Brother J. F.
Kinney, delivered the following

ORATION.
Brethren of the Grand O, and Ladies and Genilemen :

Time, in its ever onward course, has again brought together the Grand () of
Nebraska, and the honor of addressing it has been assigned to me. The subject
selected, and appropriate to the occasion—Masonry—is vast, intricate and
sublime, full of thought, replete with scientific and moral iustruction. A sub-
ject so vast, cannot be comprehended in a single address. Time, and the cir-
cumstances under which you are assembled, will only justify a passing notice.

The most sublime exhibition of power ever rovealed to man, was the creation
of the heavens and the earth by the Divine will. This earth was spoken into
existence, adapted to the habitation and wants of the human family. It is true,
it was at first without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the
deep, but the Spirit of God moved upon the waters, and God said, *‘ Let there
be light,’" and there was light. And God said, ‘‘Let there be lights in the
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for
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signs and for seasouns, for days and for years, and let them be for lights in the
firmament of the heaven to give light upoun the earth; and it was so. And God
made two great lights, the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to
rule the night. He made the stars also; and God saw that it was good.”’

Here we see displayed the first exhibition of creative power. The earth
moulded into form by the hand of the Almighty; suspended in the air without
foundation or support. The sun, moon and stars hung in the heavens, and the
Divine character that performed this most stupendous and wonderful work, has
been, and is, by our order justly called the Supreme Architect of the Universe.
Here we received our first lessons in both operative and speculative masonry.

In operative. as God created the heavens for His throne and especial abode,
and placed man upon His footstool, the earth; so man, created in His image,
should, in imitation of Him, erect temporal thrones or habitations, not only for
the purpose of affording shelter and protection, but where he can more securely
worship his Maker, and cultivate the faculties of the soul, thereby enabling him
to understand and appreciative the wisdom and goodness of God.

Operative masonry and architecture are synonymous—simply meaning the
seience of building—and from it hus arisen speculative masonry. As the earth
germinates and forms the foundation of the towering oak, so speculative mason-
ry was breathed into life by operative masonry; but, as the vak could not long
exist without the aid of air, light, and the refreshing showers from heaven, so
is speculative masonry dependent upon that Great Light, the Holy Bible, and
moral and religious influences, for its growth and sustenance. In order that we
may properly understand and appreciate that branch of masonry taught in all
well-governed (37, we must dwell more at length upon operative masoury.

At ap early day in the history of man, geometry or architecture, was encour-
aged and practiced; at first, it is true, imperfectly—the dwellings built and occu-
pied being exceedingly rude, and scarcely affording shelter, but as the inhabitants
of ihe earth increased in knowledge and wisdom, they made rapid advancement
in the science of geometry or masonry. Adam, our great progenitor, after his
expulsion from the Garden of Fden, built him an habitation. Cain, being in-
structed in the principles of architecture, built a city and called it Dedicate, or
Consecrate.  Other cities were built, and temples and edifices erected before the
flood. The ark was built by the direction and under the supervision of the Al-
mighty, strictly in accordance with the principles of masonry.

About one hundred years after the flood, ‘‘it came to pass, as the descendants
of Noah journeyed from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and
they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick and
burn them thoroughly; and they made brick for stone, and slime had they for
mortar. And they said, Go to, let us build 4 city, and a tower whose top may
reach unto heaven. And the Lord came down to sec the city and the tower
which the children of men builded. And he confounded their language, and
scattored them abroad from thence upon the face of the earth.’

From this deseription given by the great luminary of masonry, the Holy Bible,
the descendants of Noah were well gkilled in masonry, and it is not unreasonablo
to suppose that they were scattered throughout the whole earth by Jehovah, for
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the purpose of extending the science over the inhabited parts thereof. Following
the science down to the building of King Solomon’s temple, we find it penetrating
all the corners of the globe inhabited by man. Temples and pyramids, with their
crests pointing into the very heavens, standing for ages, monuments of wisdom
and the skill attained in masonry. But nowhere does it appear in all its beauty,
harmony and perfection as in the building of that temple, where operative ma-
sonry attained its name nnder the direction of the Supreme Architect, with the
craftsmen presided over by King Solomon, our first Worshipful Master. King
David had designed building a temploe to the Lord, and for this purpose had
amassed a large amount of treasure; but as his hands were stained with blood,
he was not permitted by the Almighty to carry his designs into effect. It was
reserved for his son, King Solomon. to erect this, the most remarkable edifice of
ancient or modern times. Stupendous in design, perfect in execution, gorgeous
in workmanship and adornment, proudly defying comparison, and mocking at
competition, it stood forth the admiration of all beholders and the wonder of the
world. Solomon King of Israel, Iiram King of Tyre, and Hiram Abiff, a
builder (‘‘the widow’s son'"), a Tyrean by birth, but of Israelitish descent, were
the three Grand Masters in the building of this incomparable structure. They
were not only the' three principal officers in superintending the work, but they
occupied the three stations in the D of Mastor Masons which was there fully
inangurated; and from the designs laid down on the masonic trestle-board, in
the middle chamber, where the craftsmen assembled each day, was the entire
edifice constructed. In addition to these Grand Masters, there were engaged
upon the temple three thousand three hundred Master Masons, eighty thousand
Fellow-Crafts, and sevonty thousand Entered Apprentices. Seven yoars were
occupied in its building; and so much was the work favored by the Almighty,
that in the entire time no rain fell during the day to interrupt the workmen.
There was not heard the sound of axe, hammer, or tool of metal, the stones of
the edifice having becn hewed, squared, and numbered in the quarries where they
were raised ; the timbers felled and prepared in the forests of Lebanon, and con-
veyed by floats to Joppa, whence they were taken to Jerusalem, and put together
by means of wooden mauls; and when raised, they fitted with such exact nicety,
that the building, when completed, had more the appearance of the handiwork
of the Supreme Being than that of human hands.

Whatever, my brethren, may be the speculations of masons as to the origin of
our order antecedent to this period, there can be no doubt about the fact that a
3 was fully organized by the three Grand Masters mentioned, with King Solo-
mon, the wisest of all men, ag its presiding officer. In the building of this
temple, dedicated to the Most High, operative and speculative masonry were
combined; and while the cement, uniting the marble, forming it into one solid
mass, was spread by the craftsmen, the cement of brotherly love was spread
among the Master Masons by the three Grund Masters, so that the heart of all
became as the heart of one man. Xing Solomon, being the acknowledged
founder of our order, our (& were anciently dedicated to him; but since the
death of St. John the Evangelist, an eminent patron and supporter of masonry,
they have been dedicated to that holy evangelist.
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Truly we may claim antiquily for our institution. Ve find it flourishing three
thousand years ago, adorned with those three chricjan and masonic virtues,
Faith, Hope, and Charity—the greatest of which i3 'harity; for faith may be
lost in sight, hope ends in fruition, but chkarity enduret : beyond the grave The
order has flourished in all parts and ages of the civilized world, from that time to
the present. It has embraced within its ample folds men of all nations, kindreds
and tongues, under the whole heavens. The king upon his throne, the bishop
from the sacred desk, the priest, the scholar, the poet, statesman, historian, phi-
losopher and hero, have all drank from the same fountain; all bowed before the
same altar, passed through the same trying ordeal, worshipped at the same
shrine, and been taught the same lesson— ** Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth."
Prominent among its members are the names of St. Austin, Alfred, Prince
Edwin, James I., Frederick the Great, Newton, Locke, Essex, Woolsey, lHow-
ard, Wrer, Napoleon, Lafayette, Marshal Blucher, Cowper, and Burns; and
among our own notable men, we proudly point to Washingtou—*‘first in war,
first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen’’—Warren, Hamilton,
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Hancock, Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, Clinton,
Livingston, Tompkins, Franklin, Marshall, and Jackson, and to the honored
names of Greene, Knox, Lee, Montgomery, Gates, and every other American
general of the revolution, suve the traitor Arnold, who attempted to sell his
country, and in doing so sold himself to eternal infamy and disgrace. With
such illustrious supporters and patrons; with the Holy Bible always open upon
the altar of every [, sending forth its scintillations of light to the remotest
corner of the hall, ag the sun in the heavens diffusing light and life upon the
earth; the working tools and symbols of the (3 either representing some christian
and masonic virtue, or constantly reminding the brother of his mortality, and
the way to gain admittance into the Grand 3 above; it is not strange that good
and holy men are found within the porlals of our ancient and honorable frater-
nity, nor is it strange that the order has withstood the ravages of time.

The ancient temple of King Solomon has crumbled into ruins; obelisks and
pyramids, built for the purpose of defying the mutations and decay of ages;
temples and cities perfected by the science of masonry (the glory and pride of the
world for centuries), have gone to decay since our order has Liad a name and
place upon the earth. Nay, nations have rigen and fallen, kingdoms and empires
established and overthrown; but the order still survives—the most ancient, the
most honorable, and the most humane, since the foundation of the earth.

Our order has been patronized by the great and good of all ages and nations,
who have delighted to honor it with their presence and influence. It has with-
stood the fiercest persecution, and triumphed over the vilest slanders of bad and
designiug men, producing as little effect as the troubled and angry waters casting
up mire and dirt as they dash against the defiant rock. Such is the general
history and outline of the order we have met to commemorate.

For the information of those present who are not initiated into the mysteries
of masonry, we propose to point out more specially its object: First, it is not in
any sense, nor has it ever been, a political organization. Politics are never per-
mitted to cross the threshold of a well-tyled 3. The brethren cannot take with




176 PROOEEDINGS OF THE [Plattsmouth,

them into the ** holy of holies,”* or the place representing the innermost parts of
King Solomon’s temple, their political notions or creeds. Neither is there, nor
can there be, any disposition to obtrude upon the {3 political subjects. The
place is so sacred, the exercises and lectures so pure and elevated, the object so
refined and christian in character, as of necessity to exclude from the minds of
the members while assembled, all political sentiment. As well, and with the same
propriety, might the subject be introduced by the members of any evangelical
church, when convened upon the Sabbath to listen to the words of salvation.
With an experience of over twenty years, asa mason, aud during that time
passing through some fierce and exciting political contests, [ can truthfully assert
that 1 never heard the subject of politics mentioned in the O3, nor was I ever
requested to vote for a candidate because he was a mason. Second—it is not a
sectarian institution. As with politics, so with religion, the members are allow-
ed to enjoy their own opinions. Amocg masons are to be found men of all reli-
gious views. Scarcely a church in christendom that is not represented in our
ancient and honorable fraternity: and all here, a3 nowhere else, find a platform
broad enough, long enough and firm enouzh. for the dilterent sects of the whole reli-
gious world to stand upon and preach from, which, my friends, is tho Holy Bible,
the inestimable gift of God to man. Masonry has accomplished that which the
christisn cliurches have failed to do—united, harmonized and cemented sects
and creeds that were, and would otherwise have remained at variance. In ma-
soury, all bow before the same altar, believe in the same Bible, worship the
same God, and counjointly engage in the same work of mercy—'* Brotherly Love,
Relief and Truth.” No one can become a mason unless he believes in the exis-
tence of a Supreme Being, and that tho Bible is His revealed will to man. This
is the only religious test required. But, my [riends, because the order is not
sectarian, do not infer that is not a co-worker in the cause of religion. What
virtue was more thoroughly taught and enforced by the early christians, than
charity ? The Apostle Paul well said, ** Though I speak with the tongues of
men and of angels, and have not charty, I am become as sounding brass or a
tinkling cymbal: and though I have the gift of prophecy and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge: and though I have all faith so that I could remove
mountains and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all iy
goods to feed the poor and give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it
profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long and is kind; charity envieth not;
charity vaunteth not itself; seeketh not hor own; is not easily provoked; think-
eth no ovil; rejoiceth not in iniquity; but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all
things; believeth all things; hopeth all things; endureth all things. And now
abideth Faith, Hope, Charity—these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”’
These three christian virtues form the three principal rounds in the ladder by
which all good masons cxpect to reach heaven—faith in God, hope in immor-
tality, and charity to all mankind. Nothing more distinguishes our order than
charity, as understood in its most comprehensive sense. Not mere alms-giving
or contribuling of our substances to relieve the physical wants of a distressed
brother—although this is strictly enjoined and sedulously practiced by all good
masons—but a charity that embraces the wlhole human family; and while we ad-
minigter to all needy and destitute persons, according to our means, we, at the
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same time palliate and forgive the errors and imperfections of human nature
everywhere. Charity was that divine and infinite love which induced the
Father to send the Son into the world to die, ‘* the just for the unjust, that we
might live.”” 1t was charity that forgave the thief upon the cross, and gave to
him, in his hour of trial and death, the merciful assurance—** this day shalt
thou be with me in Paradise.” It was charity in its most sublime and impres-
sive form when our Saviour, suffering torture upon the cross from the hands of
cruel and wicked men, exclaimed, in his last beseeching and earnest prayer—
‘* Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do!”” This is charity in
its' purest, highest, holiest attribute,—loving, forgiving, comforting charity,
which we as masons inculcate and endeavor to practice. ‘‘Do good unto all
men, more especially unto the household of the faithful,”’ is not oniy Bible but
masonic charity, and embraces the very object of our order. Could we unseal
the great masonie record of the past three thousand years and witness the secret
charities ever flowing from this fountain of love—the suffering brethren it has
comforted—the sick it has restored—the houses of misery and want it has
visited and cheered—the widows and orphans it has supported—the children it
has educated—the fatal blow it has suspended—the wounded upon the battle-
field it has nursed and saved—the dying it has rescued—the female virtue it has
protected—oh! could we but obtain a glimpse of the human suffering relieved by
masonic charity, methinks a voice would be heard from the burning bush, speak-
ing to us as to Moses: ‘‘Take off thy shoes, for the ground on which thou
standest is holy.”* Many individual instances might be referred to to illustrate
this great principle in masonry,—one only T will meution, not because it is par-
ticularly striking, but because it fell under my own observation. A few years
since, while traveling in a crowded car of one of our eastern railroads, a pas-
senger was taken suddenly and violently sick—his groanings must have been dis-
tinetly heard by those occupying seats near him, but with that selfishness which
is proverbial on the cars, no attention was paid to the sick stranger. His sick-
ness increased until it caused alarm. It was soon evident that he was suffering
from an attack of cholera. This, of course, frightened all near the unfortunate
traveler, and their seats were suddenly vacated. In the confusion, a single in-
dividual actuated by charity, was attracted to the sick man, who soon observed
a ring on his finger bearing the mystic and significant emblem of the order. The
news was at once spread that a brother was in distress, and the friends gathered
around, anxious to relieve him. It was said that he could not live, but the
brethren were unwilling to give him up without a vigorous effort. The train
was immediately stopped and backed to a city some miles behind—medica)
attendance procured,—that, and brotherly love did their work, and in a fow
hours the relieved brother was traveling with his companions, rejoicing in that
% charity which suffereth long and is kind; which seeketh not her own; is not
easily provoked; beareth all things; endureth all things,’’ and with an additional
evidence of the blessings of Freemasonry. No one has more reason to be thank-
ful to masonic charity than he who addresses you—having had his life saved by
the kind brethren, the circumstances of which I have just related. Charity,
then, is the ruling virtue of our order. It is true it has its lesser lights revolv-
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ing around it, as has the sun, but as these all borrow their light from the lumi-
nary, so are all our other virtues illuminated by the light of charity, as taught
by the Divine Revelation, the great light in masonry.

Some of you may be eurious to learn why the members appear clothed with
aprons usually adorned with emblems. These are silent, constant teachers of
moral truths, as well as connecting links between operative and speculative
masonry. In the 3, the brethren all wear a lambskin or white apron. This
is constantly to remind them of that purity of life and conduct which is so essen-
tially necessary to their gaining admission into the celestial (3 above, where the
Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. From the working tools of opera-
tive masons, we derive the following iustruction:

“'The Twenty-four-inch Gauge is an instrument made use of to measure and
lay out the work; but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to make
use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time. It being
divided into twenty-four equal parts, is emblematical of the twenty-four hours of
the day, which we are taught to divide into three equal parts; whereby we find
a part for the service of God and a distressed worthy brother, a part for our
usual avocations, and a part for refreshment and sleep.

‘‘ The common Guavel is used to break off the rough and superfluous parts of
stones, the better to fit them for the builder’s use; but we are taught to make
use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of divesting our hearts and con-
sciences of all the vices and superfluities of life, thereby fitting our bodies as
living stones for that spiritual building, ‘that house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens.’

‘*The Plumb is made use of to try perpendiculars; the Square to square the
work; the Level to prove horizontals. But the plumb admonishes us to walk
uprightly in our several stations before God and man, squaring our actions by the
square of virtue, ever remembering that we are traveling upon the level of time,
to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler ever returns.

‘*The Trowel is used by operative masons to spread the cement which unites
the building into one common mass; but we are taught to use it for the purpose
of spreading the cement of brotherly love and affection, that cement which unites
us as one sacred band or society of friends and brothers.’’

In addition to these, the Pot of Incense, the Bee-Hive, tho Sword, the All-
seeing Eye, the Anchor and Ark, the Spade and Coffin, the Hour-Glass and
Scythe, arc emblems of our order, and all inculcate solemn and nseful lessons.

But it is said that ours is a secrel society. This is a stale and oft-repeated
objection, and at this day almost unworthy an answer. Go, objector, and lay
your complaints before the United States Senate. Reorganize and change that
body, as that is a secret assembly, with closed doors, whenever engaged in
executive session. When you have accomplished this, visit the presidential
mansion, and break up the secret cabinet meetings; throw open the doors of the
white house, and mako all the proceedings of the president and his cabinet
public. While engaged in your good work of reform, visit all the grand jury
rooms of the country, for you will ind them occupied by a body of men who
have taken a solemn oath to conduet all their deliberations in secret, and keep
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whatever may occur before them, veiled from the public. Do not weary in
well-doing, or faint while engaged in a supposed good cause. Throw open the
doors that lead to the ‘‘love feast,” where the spirit of the Most High is often
copiously manifested, und overthrow this custom of our Methodist brethren. In
the prosecution of your efforts, enter and destroy the secresy and sanctity of the
family circle, and publish them upon the housetops; destroy and prevent all
secret correspondence, and, in place of allowing people to #hink, compel them to
talk, so that every thought may be known. When yon have overthrown all the
secret societies and institutions of men, and exposed all that is said, done and
written, to the hearing and gaze of the whole world, your work of reform has
scarcely commenced. So far, you have only been dealing with the works of man.
The Supreme Being is veiled in mystery; His ways are inscrutable and past find-
ing ont; His counsels are secret, and not revealed to the children of men. Who
can penetrate His secret thoughts, or even have the courage to break down the
partition wall between himself and the grave, to explore the hidden mysteries
that God has wisely concealed? Who could endure the sight, and live? God,
heaven, eternity, our immortal spirits, arc all secrets, which we can neither see
nor fully understand. Well did the poet exclaim—

“Lord, how mysterious are Thy ways!
How blind are we! how mean our praise!
Thy steps no mortal eyes explore;

’Tis ours to wonder and adore.

Thy purposes, from creature sight,
Are hid in shades of awful night;
Amid the lines, with curious eye,

Not angel minds presume to pry.”

But, in your opposition to our order, on the ground that it is a secret society,
do mnot forget that its object is charity, as here defined, including alms-giving.
We think we have divine authority for performing this christian duty in secret.
He who taught as never man taught, said: ‘‘Take heed that ye do not your alms
before men, to be seen of them; otherwise yeo have no reward of your Father
which ig in heaven. Therefore, when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a
trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets,
that they may have glory of men. Verily, I say unto you, they have their
reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right
haud doeth, that thine alms may be in secret, and thy Father, which seeth in
secret, Himself shall reward thee openly.”” This constitutes Freemasonry a
secret society ; and in encouraging, sustaining, and carrying out charity in its
broadest sense, consist the secrets of the order. How often do we hear the
remark, ‘‘ The cold charity of the world!’’ and how many suffering widows and
orphans can, alas! bear testimony to the truth of the remark. To remedy this
evil, so far as possible, to enlist, concentrate and intensify the sympathies, is
the great object of masonry.

Companions and brethren of the Grand (3, I cannot close this‘address, with-
out calling your attention to the circumsiances under which you are assembled,
and your duty, as masons.

In 1855, the seeds of our order were first planted on the west side of the
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Missouri river, (at Bellevue,) by a handful of devoted brothers, and a dispensa-
tion granted by the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand 3 of Illinois, with Bro.
L. B. Kinney as its Master, I.. L. Bowen and A. Lockwood as its Senior and
Junior Wardens. The country being inhabited mostly by Indians, the soil was
very unpropitious for its growth, hut it was fertilized by the constant care, labor
and expense of faithful brethrer, who skillfully applying the working tools of
the craft, soon enabled it to produce fruit. ~None but those experienced in
organizing CE in sparsley populated settlements, can be aware of the perse-
verance, and 1 may add, seif-abnegation required. But such is the love for the
order that no brother feels as though he had a home, a shelter from the cold
and cheerless atmosphere of the world, until he is safely lodged within the halls
of devoted friends, where, if distressed, he will he relieved; naked, clothed;
hungry, fed; and sick, comforted. Hence, we find, in this new territory
within six years, six (2 organized and successfully at work and all represented
in this Grand (3 at this its fifth Annual Communication.

The circumstances under which you have assembled are, in one respect,
painfully peculiar. That government which was givento us by our fathers
is in disorder, ‘‘*wounded in the house of its friends,” and a rebellious effort
is being made to overthrow it. Ruthless hands are stretched forth to tear
from our national escutcheon the ‘‘stars and stripes,’’ fashioned and planted by
the father of his country—the synonym of victory whenever unfurled upon
the battle-field. The work of the revolution is sought to be destroyed, the
ashes of her patriots desccrated, the achievmentis and progress of three-fourths
of a century in the cause of human liberty blotted out. The rainbow of hope
and promise to millions of the down-trodden of the old world has suddenly been
overshudowed by dark and portentous clouds in the South, which, while emit-
ting lurid, frightful lightnings, send forth peals of thunder, threatening an over-
throw of our happy government by a deluge of blood.

In this hour of our country’s peril, what is the duty of the entire masonic
{raternity of the country? KEvery true mason has no difficulty in answering this
question. On entering the very threshold of masonry, you promise to be a quiet,
peaceful subject, true to your country. You promise not to countenance disloy-
alty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with
cheerfulness to the government of the country in which you live. This obliga-
tion you cannot throw off; loyalty to yonr government is next in importance to
fidelity to your God. Both are taught and should be rigidly enforced by our
order. No mason can conscientiously take up arms against his government; if
he does, he forfeits the friendship and protection of all gcod masons. I do not
hesitate to hazard the remark, that the large conservative element of the South-
ern States is composed chiefly of masons, and of the three hundred and fifty
thousand brethren in the Northern States, far more than their proportion, ac-
cording to their population, have rushed to the defense of our giorious republic.
Brethren, let me exhort you to remnain steadfust supporters cf the government,
and if necessary for its protection, exchange the gavel for the musket, the trowel
for the sword, and labor according to the designs which may be laid down upon
t he military trestle-board, in perpetuating the civil and religious liberties handed
down to us by our fathers and brethren of the revolution. In that great strug-
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gle it was no unusual thing for Washington and his compatriots in arms to
assemble in some secure tent, open a {3, offer up their devotious to Deity, and
draw their designs upon the trostle-board of the ensuing day. In this way were
our liberties achieved, and, by the co-operation of masons, may they be main-
tained. But, my brethren, we ought to be fervent in our prayers to the Al-
mighty to avert the deplorable necessity of civil war. A war with a foreign
power should be dreaded as the pestilence that walketh at noonday, but in com.
parison to the evils of a fratricidal war, it is but as a gentle storm to the deso-
lating tornado which buries friends and families in the ruins of one common
grave. Who can paint upoun the canvas of the imagination, even a faint picture
of the horrors of such a war? To do justice to the subject, the battle-field
must be the easel; the great heart of the American people the canvas; con-
tending and intrepid armies of brothers, the artists; the sword the pencil; the
background the tears of broken hearts; the coloring and shading, the bravest
blood that ever fell upon battle-field.

Take this picture, place it in a frame gilded with the sighs and sufferings of
widows and orphans; suspend it upon the broken column of our falling republic
so that the spirit of Washington, draped in mourning, may point to it as the
Dbitter result of internal strife against which he warned the American people in
his farewell address, and as all that remains of our glorious heritage; then you
will have some faint conception of the horrors of civil war that are now being
forced upon us. Cannot the masons of the United States, by concert of action,
stay the hand of the desolator, and turn back the mighty flood? Already prop-
ositions have been made by some of the Graud Masters of the Southern States
for the accomplishment of this great object. Allow me to recommend the pas-
sage of a resolution, calling a National Convention of the fraternity to hold up
the falling column, and cement more closely the bonds of brotherly love. Great
results have often been attained by the use of feeble means OL! how can
brother meet brother in deadly conflict upon tho field? Would not the same
voice speak to us as to Cain: ‘' What hast thou done? the voice of thy broth-
er's blood crieth to me from the ground.”’

But, my brethren, let our hopes and prayers be that we may be spared this
painful duty, and, if obliged to go forth to sustain the honor of that flag which
is the pride of every trus American, may we do 8o in the strength of Israel's
God, actuated by no spirit of revenge, and satisfied to exchange the implements
of war for the more peaceful ones of the craft, as soon as the honor of the
country shall be fully restored.

Finally, let me exhort you to be true to the high trust confided to you as
magons ; not only to learn weil your lesson, but to exemplify, in your lives, the
principles of the order. Cultivate the heart ; this is the seat of all masonry.
TUnless the affections are refined and expanded so as to embrace the whole human
family, and produce the fruits of brotherly love, your masonry is as *‘sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal.’’ May you discharge every religious, national and
masonic duty in life, so that when the Supreme Architect of the Universe shall
call for you, you may be prepared to obey the summons, and become ‘*living
stones in that spiritual building, that house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens."'
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After the delivery of the address, the following named Grand
Officers elect were publicly installed into their respective offices;
R... W... Henry Brown, Past Deputy Grand Master; M.. W.-.
George Armstrong, Grand Master, and W.-. G. B. Graff, Grand
Marshal, officiating :

Brother GEoree ARMSTRONG, M.*. W.-. Grand Master.
o L. B. Kix~ey, R.". W. . Deputy Grand Master.
v D. H. WHEELER, R.*. W. . Senior Grand Warden.
i H. C. BuackMan, R.*. W.*, Junior Grand Warden.
o8 S. H. Jones, R.*. W.'. Grand Treasurer.
% R. W. FurNag, R.-. W. . Grand Secretary.
L HEexrY Browx, W. . Grand Chaplain.
24 J. F. KinNEY, W.". Grand Orator.
& L. P. GiuLeETIE, W.". Grand Lecturer.
e G. B Grarr, W.*. Grand Marshal.
i G. W. WiLkiNsox, W.-. Senior Grand Deacon.

L S. D Bawngs, W.-. Junior Grand Deacon.
X AARON (JAHN, W.-. Grand Tyler.

After which the Grand O returned to the hall, and was called
to labor, M... W.-. Grand Master Armstrong in the East, and the
newly-installed officers at their stations.

Brother Wheeler offered the following resolutions, which were
adopted :

Resolved, That the thanks of the order are due and are hereby tendered
Brother Kinney for the very able and excellent address delivered on this occa-
gi0n.

Resolved, That this Grand (3 request of the orator, Brother Kinney, a copy
of the address for publication with the proceedings of this Grand 3.

No further business appearing, the M... W.-. Grand @ of Ne-
bragka was closed in peace and harmony.

Prayer by the W... Grand Chaplain.

GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Master.

RoBerT W. FurNas, Grand Secretary.
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RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE LODGES.

NEBRASKA 3, NO. 1, BELLEVUE, SARPY COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Tuesday on or preceding full moon.

L. B. Kinney, W. M.
David Leach, 8. W.
Louis F. Bartels, J. W.

L. B. Kinney,
Henry 1. Clarke,
J. M. Whitted,
Stephen H. Wattles,
John Q. Goss,

C. D. Keller,

Samuel G. Beman,

OFFICERS.

Thomas Clifton, Treas.
Joseph B. Pray, Sec'y.

J. M. Whitted, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

David Leach.
Stephen D. Bangs,
Thomas Boyer,
Joseph E. Pray,
Lyman 8. Latham,
Louis F. Bartels,

FELLOW CRAFTS.

Lewis Driskell, J. D.

8. W.Y.Schimonsky, Tyler.

Silas A. Strickland,
Thomas Clifton,

S. W. Y. Schimonsky,
Lewis Driskell,

J. H. Preston,

Juo. A. Nye.

John N. Chase.

WESTERN STAR 3, NO. 2, NEBRASKA CITY, OTOE COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Friday preceding the full moon in each month.

Lee P. Gillette, W. M.

Sylvester Redfield,
1. L. Gibbs,

W. W. Soper,

T. E. Thompson,
Johu H. Maxon,
C. W. Wyatt,
John A. Goodlett,
Chas. F. Holly,
H. €. Blackman,
J. 8. Carr,
George W. Sroat,
W. Bradway,
Stephen Kent,
Alfred Mathias,
William Anderson,
H. P. Downs,

OFFICERS.

John H. Maxon, Treas'r. Soloa N. Johnson, J. D.
Fountain Pearman, 8. W. Robert Lorton, Sec’y.
Harvey C. Blackman, J. W.Heury Brown, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

H. N. Cornell,
Edward Henry,.
Johu B. Bennett,
John F. Kinney,
Henry Brown,

H. B. Horton,

D. H. Warran,
W. L. Boydston,
W. E. Hill,
Samus! Henderson,
Joseph F. Bennett,
3. F. Nuckolls,

H. J. Kent,
Albert Tuxberry,
Geo. A. Gillette,
W. P. Birchfield,

Wm. E. Hill, Steward.
G. H. Hail, Tyler.

Geo. W. Bailey,
G. H. Hail,

J. S. Place,

3. P. Sibley,

Wm. H. Brodhead,
G. G. Gillette.

W. C. Ransom,
Andrew Beardsley,
Daniel Whitinger,
8. M. Johnson,

J. F. Hoyle,
Peter Y. Morse,
Wm. E. Pardee,
Robert Lorton,

J. B. Boulware,
Lee P. Gillette.
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ENTERED APPRENTICES.

Robert R. Andrews,

Joseph Saunders,

Lewis C. Davenport.

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

A. G. Cavans,
Edward Smith,
H. B. Horton,
W. W. Soper,
Thoras Donochoo,
John Boulware,
Simon Hooper,

William Anderson,
Edward Smith,

H. B. Horton,

H. B. Baker.

W. W. Soper,

Isaac Chivington,

M. Mahan,

Chas. F. Holly,

R. H. Miller,
William Dorsey,
Goeo. W. Boulware,
H. B. Baker,

;. A. Goshen.

REINSTATED,

M. Mahan,
Chas. F. Holly,
R. H. Miller,
8. Hooper,
John Boulware,

WITHDRAWN.

J. F. Hoyle,

Daniel H. Warran,
William H. Brodhead,
John C. Campbell,

H. P. Downs,

J. C. Cook,

J. P. Cook.

J. ¥. Hoyle,
Daniel H. Warran,
Wm. H. Brodhead,
John C. Campbell,
H. P. Downs.

Geo. M. Smith,

CAPITAL O, NO. 3, OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Monday on or before each full moon.

Elias G. Sears, W. M.
Aaron Cahn, S. W.
Geo. W. Forbes, J. W.

George Armstrong,
E. H. Clark,

Geo. W. Forbes,
Charles W. Hamilton,
Robert C. Jordan,
John Logan,

S. M. Owens,

P. A. Presion.
Augustus Roeder,
II. G. Spencer,
Philip H. Windheim,
Elias G. Sears,

E. V. Smith,

Francis G. Beeker,

A. A. Egbert.

Nelson Baker,
Geo. W. Kuassler,
Hiram P. Bennett.

OFFICERS.
P. H. Windheim, Treas.

Robert C. Jordan, Sec’y.

John Logan, 8. D.
MASTER MASONS.

E. A. Allen,
Aaron Cahn,
Addison R. Gillraore,
Gustavus A. Hess.
A. D. Jones,
Frauncis Lusignan,
Jno. R. Porter
Samuel E. Rogers,
John H. Sahler,
Charles Turner,

H. H. Vischer,
William Ruth,

H. P. Deuel,

ENTERED APPRENTICES.

REINSTATED,

WITHDRAWN.

George L. Miller,
A. D. Luce,

Ernest A. Frenzell, J. D.
James F. Taylor, Tyler

James E. Boyd,
Wm. A. Demarest,
Joel T. Griffin,

M. Hellman,
Lorin Miller,
James G. Megeatl,
J W. Paitison,
John Peck,

E. A. Frenzell,
James F. Taylor,
James K. Wall,

A. J. Emery,
James K. Ish.

A. J. Harman,

George L. Miller

T. H. Dodd,
Frank L. Kemp.
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NEMAHA VALLEY O, NO. 4, BROWNVILLE, NEMAHA COUNTY.
Stated meetings: first and third Saturdays in each month.

OFFICERS.

Robert W. Furnag, W. M. R. T. Rainey, Treasurer. David Siegel, J. D.
G. W. Bratton, 8. W. John L. Colhapp, Sec'y. John W. Bennett, Tyler.
T. W. Bedford, J. W. J. 0. Aylsworth, S. D.

MASTER MASONS,

G. W. Bratton, David Seigle, U. C. Johnson,
C. W. Wheeler, R. T. Rainey, Robert W. Furnas,
Franklin Ferguson, T. W. Bedford, L. B. Lyanna,
J. C. Aylsworth, A. H. Alderman, Jesse Noel,
Jer. Marlott. W. W. Keeling, George Crow,
O. B. Hewett. D. J. Martin, C. 8. Langdon,
Frederick Marlott. J. L. Colhapp, John W. Bennett.
FELLOW CRAFTS.
J. W. Swan, Aaron Conner.
ENTERED APPRENTICE.
M. C. Kelly.
SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

J. B. Wells.

WITHDRAWN.
J. C. Cline, Henry Beane, A. 0. B. Kelley,
A. J. Richardson, Adrian Hoblitzell, William Hoblitzell.
J. M. Cotton,

OMADI @, NO. 5, OMADI, DAKOTAH COUNTY.
Stated meetings: Saturday on or before full moon.

QFFICERS.

G. W. Wilkinson, W. M. Alexander Ford, Treas. M. Pinkerton, J. D.
Asa Rathburn, 8. W. J. H. Hallack, See'y. W. A. Amsbury, Steward.

Amos Lamson, J. W. A, H. Baker, 8. D. Harlan Baird, Tyler.

MASTER MASONS.
J. H. Hallack, W. C. McBeath, M. Pinkerton,
Harlan Baird, Thomas C. Ryan, Alexander Ford,
Geon. W. Wilkinson, A. H. Baker, Asa Rathburn.
William Cheney, Geo. B. Graff, William Henderson.
T. M. K. Munhall, Wm. A. Amsbury, J. N. H. Patrick.
A. Lamson,

REINSTATED.

Henry M. Hale.

WITHDRAWN.

Thomas McDermott, Stephen Ulrey, W. D. Smith,
H. M. Hale.
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PLATTSMOUTH 3, NO. 6, PLATTSMOUTH, CASS COUNTY.
Stated meetings: first and third Mondays in each month.
OFFICERS.

D. H. Wheeler, W. M. Thos. K. Hanna, Treas. Charles. H. Wolcott, J. D.
Jno. W. Marshall, S. W. Samuel H. Jones, Sec’'y. James Minchell, Tyler.
H. D. Mansfield, J. W.  Elbert T. Duke, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

D. H. Wheeler, Wmn. B. Porter, Thomas K. Hanna,
John C. Cummins, Enos Williams, Joseph Harper,
James Minchell, Thomas J. Jones. W. D. McCord,
Samuel H. Elbert, Samuel Hanna, ‘Wm. B. Warbritton,
Samuel H. Jones, E. T. Duks, H. D. Mansfield,
George Parks, Loudon Mullen, C. H. Wolcott,

‘W H. Spratlin. Joseph Schlater, R. R. Livingston.

John W. Marshall,
ENTERED APPRENTICES.

Samuel R. Johnson, J. D. Simpson, T. M. Marquett,
William Garrison.

WITHDRAWN.
E. A. Donelan, A. H. Barker, William J. Ydung.
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Brother E. G. LAMSON, Omadi 0O, No. 5.
« P. G. PETERSON, Capital 0. No. 3.
“ AUGUSTUS HALL, Nebraska =, No. 1.
a FOUNTAIN PEARMAN, Western Star &, No. 2.






PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

HELD AT OMAHA, JUNE 3, A. L. 5862.

FIFTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.,

OmAHA, NEBRASKA, June 3, 1862.

The Grand S of the most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of the Territory of Nebraska
commenced its fifth Annual Communication at the Masonic
Hall in Omaha, this day. There were present the following

GRAND OFFICERS.
.-. GE0. ARMSTRONG, Grand Master.
.. L. B. Ki¥NEY, Deputy Grand Master.
. D. H. WHEELER, Senior Grand Warden.
*. S. REDFIELD, as Junior Grand Warden.
. J. W. MARSHALL, as Grand Treasurer.
. R. C. JoRDAN, as Grand Secretary.
. HexrRY BrowN, Grand Chaplain.
. L. P. GiLuerTE, Grand Lecturer.
. G. B. GrAFF, Grand Marshal.
. . W. WILKINSON, Senior Grand Deacon.
:. 8. D. Banas, Junior Grand Deacon.
‘. AarON CaEN, Grand Tyler.

A O of Master Masons was opened in ample form by the
M.:. W... Grand Master, with the assistance of the Grand Officers

and brethren present.

Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

The M... W... Grand Master appointed the following commit-
tees:

On Oredentials—Brothers Jordan, Gillette and Graff,

To Examine Visiting Brethren—Brothers Brown, Redfield and Spencer.

PER R PR
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Brother Jordan, from committee on Credentials, made the
following

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.*. Grand (X of Nebraska :

Your committee on Credentials find the following CE in this jurisdiction rep-
resented by the following named delegates, whose credentials are correct; also
the number of votes to which each is entitled:

NeBrasga (3, No. 1—L. B. Kinuvey, 1; David Leach, 1; Joseph E. Pray, 1

‘WESTERN STAR (O, No. 2—Henry Brown, 1; J. A. Goodlett, 1; 8. Redfleld, 1.

CapitAL 3, No. 3—R. C. Jordan, 1; H. G. Spencer, 1; John Logan, 1

Nemana VALY (3, No. 4—Not represented.

Omap1 3, No. 5—G. W. Wilkinson, 1; G. B. Graff, 1; A. H. Jackson, 1

PrarrsmouTH (3, No. 6—D. H. Wheeler, 1;J. W. Marshall, 1; E. C. Adams, 1.

The committee also find the following Grand Officers present and entitled to
seats, and one vote each:
M.-. W.-. Geo. Armstrong, Grand Master.
R.-. W.-. L. B. Kinney, Deputy Grand Master.
130, 0% . D. H. Wheeler, Senior Grand Warden.
. L. P. Gillette, Grand Lecturer.
*. Henry Brown, Grand Chaplain.
. G. B. Graff, Grand Marshal.
. G. W. Wilkinson, Senior Grand Deacon.
. S. D. Bangs, Junior Grand Deacon.
.~ Aaron Cahn, Grand Tyler.
Also, Past Grand Master R. C. Jordan, and Past Deputy Grand Master Henry
Brown.
Respectfully submitted.

2543444

R. C. JORDAN,
L. P. GILLETTE, Committee.
G. B. GRAFF.

The report of the committee was adopted.

A constitutional nnmber of [ being represented the M.-. W.-
Grand Master appointed the following officers, in accordance
with the By-Laws:

Brother E. C. Adams, Grand Steward.
Brother A. H Jackson, Grand Sword Bearer.
Brothers J. E. Pray and John Logan, Grand Pursuivants.

The W.-. Grand Marshal then, by order of the M.-. W.-. Grand
Master, made proclamation that the M.. W... Grand @O of Ne-
braska was duly opened for the dispatch of business.

The M... W... Grand Master then appointed the following
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STANDING COMMITTEL:.

On Accounts—Brothers Redfield, Leach and Graff.

On Charlers and Dispensations—Brothers Gillette, X 'iney and Wilkinsen.
On Foreign Correspondence—Brothers Jordan, Bangs :nd Wheeler.
On Ways and Means—Brothers Marshall, Jackson and Goodlett.
On Charity—Brothers Wilkinson, Adams and Pray.

On Grievances—Brothers Wheeler, Logan and Graff.

On Unfinished Business—Brothers Bangs, Adams and Kinney.

On Pay Roll—Brothers Jordan, Marshall and Brown.

On Masonic Jurisprudence—Brothers Redfield, Jordan and Kinney.
On School Fund—Brothers Brown, Leach and Jackson.,

On Sybordinate Returns—Brothers Gillette, Spencer and Wilkinson.
On Visitors—Brothers Redfield, Goodlett and Jackson.

On motion of Brother Wilkinson, it was

Resolved, That all Master Masons in good standing are hereby invited to
witness the deliberations of this Grand .

The M... W... Grand Master then delivered his

ANNUAL ADDRESS.

Brethren of the Grand (O of Nebraska:

By permission of our Supreme Grand Master we have again assembled in
Annual Communication for the interchange of brotherly greetings, to counsel
together for the benefit of the magonic institution, and to draw such designs for
the craft as may be required in the pursuit of their labors and in disseminating
the pure and ennobling principles of our order. Our grateful thanks should
ascend to Him for the manifold blessings we have received. Disease nor death
have visited us, and the fruits of the earth have been bountifully yielded for
our ‘‘nourishment, refreshment and joy.”> Among the brethren, harmony, the
strength and support of all societies, prevails; and our [ are flourishing in a
greater degree than we could have anticipated in the present distracted state of
the nation. The prosperity and usefulness of most, if not all, of them, have
been somewhat retarded by the absence of members who have answered their
country’s call and are now fighting under the old flag for the restoration and
integrity of the government; yet we have progressed to an unexpected extent,
and the number of initiates, during the past year, will compare favorably with
that of any preceding year.

While the harmonious condition of our subordinate [, for whose advance-
ment we have met to deliberate, excites within our breasts emotions of pleasure,
the absence of familiar faces sadly reminds us of the continued discordant and
wretched condition of our beloved country. The blood-stained banner of war
still waves aloft in the fratricidal contest, and the horrid spectacle which excited
our most poignant grief a year ago, has been rendered more ghastly by the
many bloody tragedies which have succeeded. In vain have our fraternity
stretched forth their hands to calm the troubled waves of civil strife. The
-gentle counsels of masonry are unavailing. When I laid before you, at our last
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session, the circular of our Tennessee brethren, asking our co-operation in a
peaceful solution of our national difficulties, you responded to the appeal by
adopting a resolution recommending that a national masonic convention be held
in the city of Washington, in December, ‘‘to take into consideration the
deplorable state of the conntry, and co-operate in endeavoring to eement more
closely the bonds of fraternal love among the brethren North and South, and to
do all in their power to restore the government to its proper position by a
re-union of all the States.”” A similar masonic convention was proposed at
Louisville, Kentucky, by Past Grand Masters hailing from the States of Ken-
tueky, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana and Massachusetts, who invited ‘‘ the present
and Past Grand Masters of all the Grand (5 of Freemasons in all the States,
to meet in Louisville, ‘‘to recommend some plan to heal the woes of the coun-
try, or to make suggestions which may lead to such a result.”’ T have yet to
learn whether either of these propositions have been favorably entertained by
the masonic authorities of other States; and if the proposed convention which
was to have met in Louisville on the 23d of October last, was held, I have not
been informed of its action. These laudable projects may have been, on
maturer consideration, deemed unfeasible and never carried into execution.
There is no line of policy I can conceive of which the masonic fraternity could
advise, that would be mutually acquiesced in by the belligerent parties, and I
coincide in the views of the Grand Master of New York, *‘that the relations of
magonry to the civil governments, both of the United States and the so-called
Confederate States, are not such as to permit its interference with any line of
policy either may see fit to adopt.”’ To Him *‘who doeth all things well,"’
therefore, must we leave the solution of the great calamity which now afflicts
our nation. May the bright sun of peace soon dispel the thick clouds which
now overshadow our beloved land, and send his cheering rays again upon a
peaceful, united and happy people.

During the past year I have granted dispensations for the formation of two
new [30. namely: Peru 3, at the town of Peru, in Nemaha County, and
Decatur 3, in the town of Decatur, in Burt Couunty.

A dispensation was also issued soon after our last Communication, authorizing
Past Master J. M, Chivington to organize and install the officers of Summit ™,
No. 7,.and Rocky Mountain 3, No. 8, in the Territory of Colorado, under the
charters granted by this Grand 3. The Grand 3 of Colorado having since
been organized, these (37 are no longer within the jurisdiction of this body.
In this connection I may state that the *‘Proceedings of the Masonic Convention
to organize the Grand O of Colorado Territory,”’ are herewith presented for
such action as you may deem proper, to recoguize and welcome our Colorado
brethren into the family of Grand (1.

In April last I granted a dispensation authorizing the Master and Wardens of
Western Star 3 to confer the second and third degrees on several brethren who
were moving westward and had not sufficient time to comply with the require-
ments of the fourth and ninth rules for the government of subordinate C@&h.
Being reluctant to grant dispensations in such cases, the brethren of that ™
were strictly enjoined to see that these newly admitted brethren were properly
instructed before commencing their travels. It is not only great injustice to the
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novice thus to send him forth without the ability to work or prove himself a
mason, giving him no equivalent for his pecuniary outlay, but if is caleulated to
dexrade our institution in the minds of those from whom light has been with-
held. and who are incapable of apprecisting the most valuable tenets of our
profession. or of availin: themselves of the advantages of fraternal intercourse.

in December last 1installed the officers of Nebraska 03, No. 1, at Bellevue,
and Caprtal 3, No. 3, at Omaha. In the former the ceremonies were public,
and addresses were dzlivered by Deputy Grand Masier L. B. Kinney and
Brother J. Q. Gos~.

“:ome progress has been made in eifecting a uniformiiy of work in the subor-
dinate ). Our Grawd Teccurer. who holds a commission in the Nebraska
rextmeni of' Volunteers, having heen abseut a greater part of the year, Brother
8. dediield, ai my recuest. bas acted in his stead; but only two or three of the
Oz have had the benefic of lis services, from the pecuniary inability of the
brethren and tue lack of Geand (3 funds for that purpose. The system of work
whieh is now so zeuerally recognized as the true and ancient work, and which
was adopted at our last Communication for che regalation of the crafli of this
jurisdiciion. is stricily fol'owed and adhered to in ¢ Western Star,”’ ‘¢ Cupital,”
and *- Plattsimouth T2 and iu several of the others some progress has been
made in its elucidation. 1 trust that during the coming yea still greater exer~
tions will be -uade by the breihiren to acquire a perfect knowledge of our beau-
tiful ritual.  The more [ sec the ** Webh Work ™ exewplified, the wore I learn
of irs history und examine the unbroken chain by which it has descended to us
frow the carly fathers, through Webh, Gleason, Fowle and Barney, to the ven-
eruble Willson. of Veront, who still lives to supply the link between the pres-
ent generation and che past, the more am | satisfied that it is the genuine Ancient
Crail. Masonry, and comiend your wisdom in adopting it. Then lei the Masters
of our CFg in drawing their desigos for the craft. consult the tresue-boards of
these accomplished artists, and let the hretliren zeuerally avail themselves of
the services of those who are qualified to give instruetion in accordance with
these designs.

A arvear auxiliary iv securing a uniformity of work will be found in the udop-
tion of i uniforin text-book. Masoui¢ hand-books are almost as numerous as
the Tf, and differing materially, as they do, in the arrangement of the work,
in the diu-wedons of the eiablems, ane in many instances, in the forms of ex-
pressioin. are cacilated to confuse and mislead, rather than assist in the eluci-
cnion o0 the worlks.  ** The Freeinazon's Monttor >’ T consider the best book of
tha kisd (har could be adopted for the use of our & being conveniently ar-
raogas sud tnstrated, and perfectly agreeing in its praseolozy with the esoteric
instructions we e eekiog o restore. Tt contains, also, a synopsis of masonic
law, » variety of useful forms, odes, etc., indispensable to the Master and his
. and invaluable to cvery brother desirous of improving himself in masonry.

{rapressed witle the parrmount importance of early securing a uniformity of
woik i Nebraska, 1 cannot Jeave the subject withoutl agaii expressing the hope
that every officer of this Grand £ and every representative of a subordinate (3
present, wi%l put forth their best efforts in its accomplishment during the next

2
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masonic year. The langnage, land-marks, symbols and principles of masornry,
are universal. They are peculiar to no nation, sect or condition. That the
ritual, by which all these are explained and incnleated, should be equally univer-
sal, i3 a proposition that would seem self-evident to the mind of every intelligent
mason. We have, as yet, but commenced the erection of the masonic edifice
in our young Territory. The craft, as it were, are yet toiling npon the mosaic
pavement of the ground floor. Then let the designs of our master-workmen be
skillfully drawn, and the perfect ashlers made ready and adjusted by the tools of
the fellow-crafts, that, as the building shall be raised perpendicularly, its several
parts may be cemented and fitted together with that exactness which charac-
terized its great exemplar.

In conclusion, brethren, I desire to express my heart-felt thanks for your par-
tiality in elevating me for two successive years to the highest official position
you can confer. Grateful for the distinction you have thus bestowed, as welt as
for the deference and uniform eourtesy which have been manifested towards me
by the brethren, I am about to return the jewel of my office, trusting that it has
not been unworthily worn, and that my endeavors to discharge the responsible
duties confided to me have met with your approbation and proved beneficial to
the brethren.

Invoking the blessings of Deity upon your counsels, and pointing you to the
great lights upon the altar, I with confidence, leave the concerns of our institu-
tion in your hands.

GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Master.

On motion df Brother Wilkinson, it was

Resolved, That the address of the Grand Master be referred to a select com-
mittee of three, to designate appropriate committees to which the several mat-
ters therein named shall be referred.

Brothers Wilkinson, Redfield and Wheeler were appointed
the committee provided for in the foregoing resolution.

The M.-. W.-. Grand Master then laid before the Grand O the
following statement of moneys received by him during the year,
which was referred to the standing committee on Accounts:

GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Master, in account with the Grand o of Nebraska, Dl
To amount received for dispensations...
¢ balance received on charters for Colomdo Terrltory

By amount paid Grand Secretary.
L LU “ for express charges
« postage paid during the year.. eos o ohey bt
¢ amount of balance on hand pmd Gmnd Secretmy pro tem

St 2800
.. 11 30 $60 30

Vouchers for the above credits are herewith presented.

GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Muster.
OMAHA, June 3, 1862.
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The following account was also presented and referred to the
committee on Accounts:

Grand o of Nebraska to R. W. FurNas, Grand Secretary, Dr.
To printing and binding 200 copies Proceedings of 18GL..eciercsesresarssarnecronessvessorenses 4 98 00
«“ postage and stationery for the year........couerieees . 1233
4110 33
r.
By cash from Grand Master...icieceiereriarerersessasseseeessenssossonssssens ...$45 00 § 45 00
Balance due..ccieeerinsosiinnnn €65 33

On motion of Brother Wheeler, it was

Resolved, That the Grand (D shall meet at 8 o’clock A. M. and 2 o'clock
P. M., of each day, until all the business before it be finished.

The Grand O was then called from labor until 2 o’clock.

—_——

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Grand O ve-assembled at 2 o’clock, and resumed labor.

Brother Wheeler, from a select committee on the subject,
made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
70 the M.*. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska :

The select committee appointed at the last Annual Communication of this
Grand 3, to revise the Constitution and By-Laws and Rules and Regulations
for the government of subordinrate (37, would respectfully report: That four of
the five members of the committee have been absent from the Territory during
almost the whole year, and the undersigned has been unable himself to perform
the duties assigned the committece. He would therefore ask that the committee
be tilled up, and that the time in which their report shall be made be extended
to the next Annual Communication of the Grand .

All of which is respectfully submitted.

D. H. WHEELER, one of the commiliee.

The following brethren were added, as requested, to the com-
mittee alluded to, viz: Brothers Jordan, Brown and Wilkinson.

The proceedings of Decatur O3, under dispensation, together
with a copy of its By-Laws, were presented and referred to
the committee on Charters and Dispensations.

Brother Wilkinson, from the special committee on the subject,
made the following

REPORT.

To the M.-. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska:
Your committee to whom was referred the address of the M.:. W.'. Grand
Master, respectfully report by resolution, as follows:
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Resolved, That so much of the address as relates to the Grand (3 of Colorado
Territory be referred to a select committee of three; and that those portions rela-
ting to the uniformity of work, and the adoption of a uniform text-book, be refer-
red to a select committee of three.

Respecifully submiited.

G. W. WILKINSON, )
8. REDFIELD. * Committee,
D. N, WhESLER, )

The veport was adopied, and Broihers Graifl, Goodlett and
Rediield, were appointed as the first committee designated in
the resoluiion, anud Brothers Gillette, Marshall snd Bangs, as the
second.

The following report. from the committee on Accounts, was
presented and adopied:

REPORT.
To the M., W.-. Grand (3O of Nebraska:

The standing commitce on Accounts, to whom was referred the accounts of
the M.*. W.-. Grand Master and Brother R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary, find
the same correct. The following resolution is therefore submitted:

Resolved, That an order be drawn in favor of Brother E, V. Furnas for the
sum of sixty-five dollars and thirty-three cents, amount due him for printing; and
hat an order also be drawn for the sum of fifty dollars, his salary as Grand
Secretary.

Respectfully submitted.

S. REDIIELD,
G. B. CRAFE, ) Comumittee.
DAVID LEACH, )

Brother Gillette, from the committee oun Charters and Dis-
pensations, made the {ollowiug report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
Tv the M.:. W. . Grand O of Nebraska.:

The commiitee on Charters and Dispensations, to whom was referred the
application from Decatur CJ, under disprosaiion, for a charter, and the applica-
tion from the brethren at Peru for a continuance of their dizpensation, beg leave
to report, that they have examined the By-Laws und records of Decatur 3, under
dispensation, and find them correct, and accordingly recommend that a charter
be granted to the brethren of said (O, to be designated as ‘*Decatur {3, No. 7.

Your committee also find the By-Laws and proceedings of Peru (3 correct,
and recommend that their dispensation be continued in accordance with the
request of its members.

Respectfully submitted.

LEE P. GILLETITE,

GEO. W. WILKINSON, > Coirmittee.
L. B. KINNEY,
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‘On motion of Brother Redfield, it was

Resolved, That a cormittee of three be appointed to prepare a code of By-Laws,
which, when adopted, shall be printed for the government of all (37 under
dispensation in this jurisdiction. Said committee to report at this! Communica-
tion.

Brothers Redfield. Brown. and Wheeler, were appointed said
committee.

Brother Graff, from the select committee on the subject, pre-
sented the following

REPORT.
To the M.- W . Grand (2 of Nelwasha:

The select committee, to whom was referred so much of the address of the
M.:. W.'. Grand Master as relates 1o the establishment of a Grand C.iin the
Territory of Colorado, report: That having examined the proceedings, Constitu-
tion and By-Luws of the Grand O of Colorado, we find them regular and in
accordance with the ancient landmarks, and recommend the adoption of the
following resolutions:

Hesolved, That we have received with much satisfaction and sincere pleasure
the proceeding~ of our brethren of Colorado, which have resulted in the forma-
tion of a Grand CJ in that young and flourishing Territory.

Resnlved. That the Grand O3 of Colorado be corcially welcomed into the circle
of Grand [, and the fratornal correspondence it is our pleasure to cultivate
with all goud aud true masons. May her prosperity equal her largest aspirations,

Reypectfully submi.ed.

GEO. B. GRATF.
J. AL GOODLKTT, }Committee.
S. REDKRIELD.

The veport and resoluvions were unanimmously adopted.

Brother Grail” offered ine following, which was adopted :

WHErEAS, the committee on Charters and Dispensatious have reported favor-
ably on the application of Decatur . under dizpeusation, for s charter, and the
report having been adopted; thereiore.

Resiined, That the officers of said [, who are present, be admitted to seats
during the present session of this Grand 0.

Brother Bangs, from the commitiee on Uafinished Business,
made the following

REPORY.
To e M., W.-. Graw!d [ of Nelrastu:

The commiltee on Uuiinished Business would report: 1 hat, having examined
the proceedings of the last Annual Communication of this Grand (3, they find
the following subjects deferred for future action :

Oun page 166—*‘ Resolved, That. it is the opinion of this Grand (O, that it is inex-
pedient. under the presen position of the a{fairs of the country. for this Grand
] to adopt the representative system at this rime, and that the further consider-
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ation of this subject be postponed until the next Anuual Communication of this
Grand .3."'
On page 168—The committee on Ways and Means ask that the By-Laws be
amended, reducing the salary of the Grand Secretary to fifty dollars per annum.
Oun page 172—** Resolved, That Article V. of the Constitution of the Grand &3
of Nebraska be so amended as to add the following Grand officers: Grand Stew-
ard, Grand Sword Bearer, and two Grand Pursuivants.”’

All of which is respectfnlly submiited.
S. D. BANGS, l
E. C. ADAMS. . Committee.
L. B. KINNEY,

On motion of Brother Gillette, it was

Resolved, That the proposition to ameud the Fifth Article of the Constitution
be iudefinitely postponed.

On motion of Brother Wheeler, it was
Resolved, That Scction 16 of the By-Laws of this Grand (3 be so amended that

the Grand Secretury’s salary shall be reduced from $150 to 350 per annum, in
accordance with the proposition submutted heretofore.

On motion of Brother Gillette, the Grand 3 then went into
an election of officers, with the following result :

Brother GEORGE ARMSTRONG, of Owmaha, M.-. W.*, Grand Master.
% L. P. GirLertE, of Nebraska City, R.-. W, . Deputy Grand Master.
5 HexrY BrowN, of Nebraska City, R.:. W.- Senior Grand Warden.
S G. W. WiLKkINsSON, of Omadi, R.:. W.-, Junior Grand Warden.
53 J. W. MagrsHALL, of Plattsmouth, R.". W. . Grand Treasurer.
o R. C. JorpaN, of Owaha, R.". W. . Grund Secretary.

The M.-. W... Grand Masier made the following appointments,
which were confirmed by the Grand 4:

Brother H. 1. Davis, of Nebraska City, W. . Grand Chaplain.
& G. B Grarr, of Dakota City, W.-. Grand Orator.
o 8. ReprIELD. of Nebraska City, W.-. Grand Lecturer.
g A. H. Jacksox, of Dakota City, W.. Grand Marshal,
L S. D Bangs, of Bellevue, W.-. Senior Grand Deacon.
g E. C. Apanms, of Plattamouth, W.-, Junior Grand Deacon.
i AARrON CAHN, of Omaha, W.'. Grand Tyler.

On motion, it was

Resolved, That the installation of the Grand Officers elect take place at ten
o'clock to-morrow morning.

Broiher Bangs, from the commitiee on Foreign Correspond
ence, made the following
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REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska:

The commitiee on Foreign Correspondence would represent that its chairman,
the Grand Secretary, having been commissioned by the President of the United
States as colonel of volunteers, ig absent from the Territory, and has not fur-
nished the usual report. He has sent up to this Grand (3 the proceedings of the
following Grand T3, viz:

California, May, 1861.

Canada, July, 1861.

District of Columbia, December. 1861.

Indiana, May, 1861.

Missouri, May, 1861.

Massachusetts, December, 1861.

Maryland, May, 1861.

Maine, May, 1861.

Michigan, January, 1862.

New Hampshire, December, 1860.

New York, June, 1861.

Pennsylvania, December. 1861.

Wisconsin, June, 1861,

Washington Territory, September, 1861.

Also, the *‘Proceedings of the Masonic Convention to organize the Grand ) of
the Territory of Colorado, held in Golden City, August 2, 1861."’

Also, the “‘Reply of the Grand Master of New York to the invitation to attend
the proposed peace convention at the city of Louisviille, Kentucky."

Not haviog had the opportunity of inspecting the books named, it cannot be
expected that your committee will sketch their contents; and, as our chairman
remarked last year, it is perhaps the better policy to refrain from these extended
reports until the financial affairs of the Grand CJ are in 2 more prosperous cou-
dition.

Respectfully submitted.

STEPHEN D. BANGS.
On behalf of the commiifee.

The Grand @ was then called from labor until 8 o'clock A. a.
to-morrow.

—O—

SECOND DAY.

WEDNESDAY, June 4, 1862,
The Grand D resumed labor at the appointed hour,

Brother Gillette, from the select committee on the subject,
presented the following report, which was adopted:
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REPOLT.
To ihe M.-. W. . Grand 2 of Nebraska: 7

Your committee to whom was referred that portion of the Grand Muster's
address relating to the uniformity of work, respectfully report that they heartily
concur in the great importance attached to the subject by the M.-. W. . Grand
Master. We have adopted a system of work, which, after an open and fair ex-
emplification vetore Grand (3 and Lecturers of acknowledged ability, has stood
the test of wualysis and criticisn which no other gystem has been able to with-
stand. Believing that the nse of a uniform text-book would contribute in a
great degree to the securing of a perfect uniformity of the Webb-Preston ritual
in this jurisdiction, we would recommend the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That the ‘‘ Freemason’s Monitor, or Illustrations of Masonry, by
Thomas Smith Webb,'’ be adopted as the text-book to be used by the subor-
dinate (g within the jurisdiction of this Grand (3.

Ajl of which is respectfuliv s=bmitied.
L. P. GILLETTE,

J. W. MARSHALL, g-Committee.
S. D. BANGS,

On motion of Brother Wheeler, it was

Resolved, That the R.-. W.-. Grand Secretary be instructed to procure the
printing of two hundred copies of the proceedings of this session of the Grand
2 of Nebraska, and forward three of said copies to each of the Grand officers,
and one to each of the Grand T2 with which this Grand (3 is in correspon-
dence, and five copies to each subordinate (3 within this jurisdiction.

Resolved, That the Masters of each of the subordinate & in this jurisdiction
be required to have the proceedings of this Grand {3 read io their respective
(g for the instruction of the brethren.

The Grand Secretury presented ihe following as his report
of dues received from the several T, which was referred to the
committee on Accounts :

REPOR™,

To the M.-. W. . Grand 3 of Nebrasha :
OMaHA, June 3, 1862.

R. C. JorpAR, Grand Secretary pro tem., in account with Grand o of Nebraska, Dr.
2’0 dues from Nebraska o, No. Lo.cieerveeriniaes $ 22 00
[ a Wt RN ST TN O 2ot NMaN SR 8 s o e etk Sevevates 77 00
o ] Capital =, No. 3.. . 49 00
“ ', Omadi o, No. § e e e S 45 00
“ Ly Plattamouth =, No. 6..covvceveneeiennns d 29 00
@ (3 1 270 (S DTS Dot aonoro S6000mbo0Dagoo00i0 B motAooocaiaiocy 20 00
“ b Decatur =, for charteridi. ... fasminen sl .. 25 00
g g Grand Master, balance of his account.....c.cocuevicrane, 11 30
& $278 30
By Grand Treasarei’s receipt......covsiveremneciieansecnnans $278 30

Brother Wheeler, from the select committee on the subject,
made the following report, which was agreed to:
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REPORT.
Io the M.-. W.'. Grand 3 of Nebraska :
The committee appointed to prepare a code of By-Laws for the government of
U under dispensation, respectfully represent, that it will be impossible for
them to complete their labors at this session of the Grand [, and they there-
fore ask further time to make their report.
Respectfully submitted.
D. H. WHEELER,
S. REDFIELD, %Committee.
HENRY BROWN,

Brother Gillette, from the committee on Subordinate Returns,

made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.*. W.-. Grand (O of Nebraska :
Your committee to whom was referred the returns of subordinate CE1. res-

peetfully report, that we have carefully examined and find the following returns
correct:

Nebraska 03, No. 1; Western Star &, No. 2, Capital (3, No. 3; Omadi 3,
No. 5; Plattsmouth (1, No. 6; Peru (3, U. D.; Decatur 3, U. D.
Nemaha Valley (3, No. 4, has failed to send in returns.
Respectfully submitted.
LEE P. GILLETTE,

G. W. WILKINSON, } Committee.
H. G. SPENCER,

Brother Redfield, from the committee on Accounts, reported
the following resolution, which was adopted :
Resolved, That the sum of five dollars be returned to Nebraska (3, No. 1, as
having been overpaid last year by that £3.
The committee on Pay-Roll submitted the following report,
which was agreed to:
PAY ROLL

Of the Officers and Members of the Grand O of Nebraska for the Annual Communi-
cation held at Omaha, June, 1862,

GRAND OFFICERS.

m 1
NAMES. RESIDENCES. 2l2s :g T0TAL
(o AR ML =2leRlda

Geo. Armstrong, M., W.-. Grand Maste conatbmraitbotoo faobes $........|p 3 00/ & 2 0n
L. B. Kinney, Deputy Grand Master. 12| 1 20/ 2 00| 4 20
D. H. Wheeler, Senior Grand Warde 200 200/ 300l A og
8. Redfield, Junior Grand Warden pro tem. 50| A 00| 2 00| R O
J. W. Marshall, Grand Treasurer pro tem..... 20 200 300/ A 00
R. C. Jordan, Grand Secretary pro tem B Q)2 02 oo s PO B! [oarbord 2 00| 800
Henry Brown, Grand Chaplain...... ..|Nebraska City. 50| A a0 30n| R Q0
Geo. B. Graff, Grand Marshal.. ..|Dakota Cle 90/ 9 00| 3 00| 12 an
L. P. Gillette, Grand Lecturer.... Nebragka City. 80| 5 00| 3 anf R on
@&. W. Wilkinson, Senior Grand Deacon Omadi o 9 00| 2 na| 12 na
S. D. Bangs, Junior Grand Deacon Bellevue...... .| 12| 1 20| 8 o0} 4 920
A. Cahn, Grand Tyler WJlOmiahat Lt s RS 300 300

26
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MEMBERS.
3| & g

. NAME OF 2, WHERE IIELD. 2l2g 58 |TOTAL| T0 WHOM PAID.
& R E_ =21 a8 [ AN
L.|Nebraska O............. Bellevue .| 12|$ 1 20($ 3 00(§ 4 20|J. E. Pray......
2..\Western Star c........{Nebraska City. .| 50 5 00| 300/ 8 00/J. A. Goodlett.
3..[Capital 0O....cvveeeen . |Omaha ........ wees|eeanennef 3 00] 3 00/ H. G. Spencer
4..|Nemaha Valley o...... | Brownville ...oeeccciisc foenee fvomnaane faosencnne [ scoccene P ey e
fihe . 90} 900/ 300 12 00[A. H. Jackson
6.. | 20| 2 00| 300 500[E.C. Adams........ 5

1§17 20($15 00]$32 20}

Respectfully submitted.
R. C. JORDAN, (
J. W. MARSHALL, > Committee.
HENRY BROWN,

On motion of Brother Wheeler, it was

Resolved, That an order for the sum of twenty dollars be placed at the disposal
of the Grand Secretary, for the necessary ineidental printing of this Grand 3.

On motion of Brother Gillette, it was

Resolved, That the next Annual Communication of the Grand CJ of Nebrasks
be held at the city of Omaha, on Tuesday, the 23d day of June, 1863.

Tho Grand Treasurer presented his report, as follows, and it
was referred to the committee on Accounts:

J. W. MaranaLL, Grand Treasurer pro tem., in account witk the Grand = of Nebraska, Dr.

To balance in hands of Treasurer June, 1861...... $224 17

“ amount received of Grand Secretary pro tem., 1862 278 30

8502 47

By amount paid Pay-Roll for 1861......ccccvsueerueees

L) i “ R. W. Furnas, printing, 1860...

i ] “ for stationery for Grand = N

«“ i e BTy S G DR i it b o O e e 107 60

@ ag “ R. W. Furnas, Grand Secretary, printing and salary, 1861.. 115 33

K 4 ¢ order to Grand Secretary, 1862 20 00

o & %  order to Nebraska oI, No. 1.. 5 00

“ halance in hands of Grand Treasurer. 59 $502 47

On motion of Brother Graff, it was

Resolved, That the name and location of Omadi 3. No. 5, be changed, and it
shall be called ** Dakota T, No. 5,”" and located in Daketa City whenever tho
members of said (3 shall desire the same.

The Grand Treasurer eleet presented his bond, which was
approved.
On motion of Brother Graft) it was

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary bo authorized to correspond with the per-
gon from whom our Grand (1 jewels were purchased, represent to him the kind
and quality of said jewels, for which $100 wero paid, and endeavor to effect
an exchange.
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The hour fixed upon for the installation of the officers of the
Grand O having arrived, the M... W... George Armstrong was
then duly installed into the office of Grand Master by Deputy
Grand Master L. B. Kinney, after which the M.. W... Grand
Master installed the other Grand Officers in ample form.

Brother Redfield, from the standing committee on Accounts,
reported back the accounts of the Grand Treasurer and Grand
Secretary as correct; which report was adopted.

The labors of the Grand @ being ended, after singing a part-
ing ode, it was elosed, in ample form, with solemn prayer.

GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Master.
ATTEST :

R. C. JorpaN, Grand Secretary.
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RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE LODGES.

NEBRASKA ™, NO. 1, BELLEVUE, SARPY COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Tuesday on or preceding full moon.

L. B. Kinney, W. M.
Louis F. Bartels, S. W.
Joseph E. Pray, J. W.

L. B. Kinney,

Silag A. Strickland,
Henry T. Clarke,
Lewis Driskell,

S. W. Y. Schimonsky,
C. D. Keller,

OFFICERS.
John N. Chase, Treas.

Stephen D. Bangs, Sec'y.
J. M. Whitted, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS,

David Leach.
Stephen D. Bangs,
Joseph E. Pray,
Martin Prichard,

James H. Preston,

ENTERED APPRENTICE,
Green B, Nicholson.

Lewis Driskell, J. D.
John Q. Goss, Steward.
Samuel G. Beman, Tyler.

Samuel G. Beeman,
Louis F. Bartels,

J. M. Whitted,
John Q. Goss.
John N. Chase.

WESTERN STAR O, NO. 2, NEBRASKA CITY, OTOE COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Friday on or preceding full moon.

Henry Brown, W. M.
John A. Goodlett, 8. W.
Samuel P. Sibley, J. W.

Sylvester Redfield,
T. E. Thompson,
Lee P. Gilleite.
George W. Sroat,
Alfred Mathias,

B. N. Cornel},
John F. Kinney,
D. H. Warran,
Samuel Henderson,
Albert Tuxbury,
G. H. Hail,

Wm. H. Brodhead,
Andrew Beardsley,
Peter Y. Morse,
John B. Boulware,
Geo. B. Boulware,
R. H. Miller,

C. A. Goshen,

L L. Gibbs,

OTFFIOERS.

H. B. Horton, Treas'r.
Sylvester Redfield, Sec’y.
Wm. E. Hill, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

John H. Maxoq,
Harvey C. Blackman,
W. Bradway,
William Anderson,
Edward Henry,
Heunry Brown,

‘W. L. Boydston,
5. F. Nuckolls,
Geo. A. Gillette,
John 8. Place,

3. G. Gillette.
Daniel Whitinger,
Wmn. E. Pardee,
J. C. Cook,

John C. Campbell,
A. G. Cavans,

J. P. Cook.

D. P. Rolfe,

W. W. Soper,

Albert Tuxberry, J. D.
Granville H. Hail, Tyler.

John A. Goodlett,
J. 8. Carr,
Stephen Kent,

H. P. Downs,
John B. Bennett,
H. B. Horton,
William E. Hili,
H. J. Kent,

‘Wm. P. Birchfield,
S. P. Sibley,

W. C. Ransom,

J. T. Hoyle,
Robert Lorton,
John Boulware,
H. B. Baker,
Joseph F. Bennett,
William Dorsey,
Elisha Bennett.
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D. J. Goff,
8. S. Preston,

William Fulton,
Joseph Saunders,

FELL.OW CRAFTS.

H. M. Giltner,

ENTELED APPRENTICES.

W. D. Wier,
R. R. Andrews,

GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA.

L. C. Davenport.

W. H H. Waters,
R. H. Matthews.

CAPITAL I, NO. 3, OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Monday on or before each full moon.

OFFICERS.

Robert C. Jordan, W. M. Jno. R. Porter Sec'y.

Horace G. Spencer, S.W. P. H. Windheim, Treas.
George Armstrong, S. D.

John Logan, J. W.

George Armstrong,
E. A. Allen,

James E. Boyd,
Aaron Cahn,

E. H. Clark,

W. R. Demarest,

A. J. Emery,

Geo. W. Forbes,

E. A. Frenzell,
Addison R. Gillmore,
Joel T. Griffin,
Charles W. Hamilton,
G. A. Hess,

M. Hellman,

NEMAHA VALLEY O, NO. 4, BROWNVILLE, NEMAHA COUNTY.*

MASTER MASONS.

P. W. Hitchcock,
Robert C. Jordan,
A. D. Jones,
Jumes K. Ish.

H. W. Kuhns,
Lorin Miller,
James G. Megeath,
John Logan,

S. M. Owens,
John R. Porter,
P. A. Preston.
William M. Piper,
Wm. Wilder,

FELLOW CRAFT.

A. J. Harman.

ENTERED APPRENTICE.

J. T. Ladd.

Lorin Miller, J. D
A. J. Emery, Tylor

Samuel E. Rogers,
John Reck,
William Ruth,
Augustus Roeder,
Byron Reed,
Johu H. Sahler,
H. G. Spencer,
Llias G. Sears,

E. V. Smith,
James F. Taylor,
Philip H. Windheim,
H. H. Vischer,
James K. Wall.

Stated meetings: first and third Saturdays in each month.

Robert W. Furnas, W. M. Geo. W. Bratton, Treas’r. John H., Morrison, J. D.
Theo. W. Bedford, S. W. John L. Colhapp, Sec'y. John W. Bennett, Tyler.

OFFICERS.

Jeremiah Marlatt, J. W. O. B. Hewett, 3. D.

G. W. Bratton,
Jer. Marlatt,

MASTER MASONS.
John W. Bennett,

Richard S. Haniford,

# The returns from this =, accompanied with the Grand = dues, were received since
the adjournment of the Grand m.—GRAND SECRETARY.

Hiram Alderman,
Jesse Noel,
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T. W. Bedford,

0. B. Hewitt,

J. L. Colhapp,

R. T. Ruiney,
Cyrus W. Wheeler,

PROCEEDINGS OF THE [Omaha;
C. 8. Langdou, Robert W. Furnas,

M. W. Keeling, Franklin Ferguson,

Aaron Conner, L. E. Lyanna,

David Siegel, Frederick Marlatt.
George Crow, John H. Morrison.

FELLOW CRAFT.
William Brightmire.
ENTERED APPRENTICE.

Thomas Whaley.

OMADI O, NO. 5, OMADI, DAKOTAH COUNTY.

Stated meotings: Saturday on or before full moon.

G. W. Wilkinson, W. M.

Geo. B. Graff, 8. W.
Asa Rathburn, J. W.

J. H. Hallack,
Harlan Baird, |
Gen. W, Wilkinson,
William Cheney,

T. M. K. Munhall,
A. Lamson,

QFFICERS,

Wm. Cheney, Treas. A. H. Baker, J. D.
J. H. Hallack, Sec'y. Alexander Ford, Tyler.
Amos Lamson, S, D.

MASTER MASONS.

W. C. McBeath, Alexander Ford,
Thomas C. Ryan, Asa Rathburn.

A. H. Baker, William Henderson,
Geo. B. Graff, J. N. H. Patrick.
A. H. Jackson, Chas. . Blevin.

M. Pinkerton,
FELLOW CRAFT.

Wm. Amsbury.

ENTERED APPRENTICE.
C. T. Eckhart.

PLATTSMOUTH O, NO. 6, PLATTSMOUTH, CASS COUNTY.

Stated meetings: first and third Mondays in each month.

D. H. Wheeler, W. M,
Jno. W. Marshall, S. W,

G. H. Black, J. W.

Thos. K. Hanna, Treas.

D. H. Wheeler,
J. C. Cummins,
James Minchell, sr.
Wm, B. Warbritton,

OFFICERS.

John D. Simpson, See’y. J. C. Cummins, ) St d
Elbert T. Duke, S. D..  George Parks, {°'eWards
Charles H. Wolcott, J. D. James Minchell, sr., Tyler.

MASTER MASONS.

Wm. B. Porter, Joseph Harper,
Enos, Williams, Samuel H. Elbert,
Samuel H. Jones, Samucl Hanna,

Geo. Parks, E. T. Duke,




1362.] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA, 20
H. D. Mansfield, Wm. H. Spratlin. T. M. Marquette,

C. H. Wolcott, Joseph Schlater, G. H. Black,

J. D. Simpson, A. Tutt, E. C. Adams.

John W. Marshall, Thomas K. Hanna,

ENTERED APPRENTICES.

‘William Garrison, J. N. Wise, Milo Fellows.
Samuel R. Johnson,

PERU O, U. D., PERU, NEMAHA COUNTY.
Stated meetings: second and fourth Saturdays in each montlh.
OFFICERS.
Russel Peery, W. M. Samuel Long, Treas'r. J. B. Butler, J. D.
8. P. Majors, S. W. J. F. Neal, Sec'y. J. W. Swan, Tyler.
M. L. Hickman, J. W. M. 8. Peery, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Russell Peery, M. 8. Pecry, A. 8. Richardson,
Samuel Long, J. F. Neal, J. L. Foot,
J. B. Butler, 8. G. Daily, J. W. Swan
8. P. Majors, M. L. Hickman,
FELLOW CRAFT.
W. H. Denman.

DECATUR O, U. D., DECATUR, BURT COUNTY.
Stated meetings: second and last Wednesdays in each month.
OFFICERS.

0. H. Irish, W. M. Austin Rockwell, Treas'r. Lorenzo Hobbs, J. D.
Chas. F. Porter, S. W.  John 8. Ramseyer, Sec'y. E. D. Canfield, Tyler.
B. R. Folsom, J."W. Wi, A. Amsbury, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

0. H. Irigh, Lorenzo Hobbs, John 8. Ramseyer,
Austin Rockwell, Chas. F. Porter, E. D. Canfield.
B. R. Folsom, Wm. A. Amsbury,
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GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

HELD AT OMAHA, JUNE 23, A. L. 5863.

SIXTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

Omana, NEBRASKA, June 23, 1863.

The Grand 2 of the most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of the Territory of Nebraska
commenced its sixth Annual Communication at the Masonic
Hall in Omaha, this day.

M... W... George Armstrong, Grand Master, R.. W... Lee P.
Gillette, Deputy Grand Master, R... W... Henry Brown, Senior
Grand Warden, and R.. W... G. W. Wilkinson, Junior Grand
Warden, being all absent, M... W.. Past Grand Master Robert
C. Jordan, took the Bast.

The following is a list of the Grand officers present, and those

appointed pro tem :
GRAND OFFICERS.
*. RoBERT C. JORDAN, P. G. M., as Grand Master.
*. 0. H. IrisH, as Deputy Grand Master.
. C. W. HamiLToN, as Senior Grand Warden.
. B. D. CAXNFIELD, as Junior Grand Warden.
*. AugUSTUS ROEDER, as Grand Treasurer.
. D. H. WEHEELER, as Grand Secretary.
. H. T. Davis, Grand Chaplain.
. GEORGE B. GRAFF, Grand Orator.
*. LoreNzo HosBs, as Grand Lecturer.
. A. H. JacrsoN, Grand Marshal.
. 5. D. Baxnags, Senior Grand Deacon.
. E. C. Apaus, Junior Grand Deacon.
*. AARON CaEN, Grand Tyler,

FEEEEE
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A O of Master Masons was opened in ample form by the
M... W.-. Grand Master, with the assistance of the Grand Officers
and brethren present.

Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

The M.:. W.-. Grand Master appointed the following committees:

On Credentials—Brothers Wheeler, Graff and Bangs.
%o Examine Visiting Brethren—Brothers Irish, Reeder and Canfield.

Brother Wheeler, from committee on Credentials, made the

following
REPORT.
To the M. . W.-. Grand (2 of Nebrasku :

Your committee on Credentials find the following Cg in this jurisdiction rep-
resented by the following named delegates, whose crcdentials are correct; alse
the number of votes to which each is entitled:

NEBrRASEA (33, No. 1—David Leach, Worshipful Master, and proxy for Senior
Warden, 2; Samuel G. Beaman, proxy for Junior Warden, 1.

‘WESTERN STAR (3, No. 2—J. A. Goodlett, Worshipful Master, 1; S. E. Smith,
proxy for Senior Warden, 1; Robert Lorton, proxy for Junior Warden, 1.

CaprI1TAL (3, No. 3—C. W. Hamilton, Worshipful Master, 1; P. W. Hitch-
cock, proxy for Senior Warden, 1; Augustus Roeder, Junior Warden, 1.

Nemara VarLiey .3, No. 4—C. W. Wheeler, proxy for Worshipful Master,
Senior Warden and Junior Warden, 3.

Daxota O3, No. 6—Geo. B. Graff, Worshipful Master, 1; Wm. A. Amsbury,
proxy for Senior Warden, 1; A. H. Jackson, proxy for Junior Warden, 1.

PratrsmouTH 3, No. 6—D. H. Wheeler, Worshipful Master, and proxy for
Junior Warden, 2; E. C. Adams, Senior Warden, 1.

Decarur 3, No. T—O. H. Irish, Worshipful Master, 1; E. D. Canfield,
Senior Warden, 1; Lorenzo Hobbs, Junior Warden, 1.

The committee also find the following Grand Officers present and entitled to
seats, and one vote each:

M.:. W.'. R. C. Jordan, P. G. M., acting Grand Master.
R.-. W.-. 0. H. Irish, Deputy Grand Master pro tem.
R.-. W. . L. B. Kinney, Past Deputy Grand Master.
R.'. W.-. C. W. Hamilton, Senior Grand Warden pro tem.
R... W. . E. D. Canfield, Junior Grand Warden pro fem.
R.-. W.-. Augustus Roeder, Grand Treasurer pro tem.
R.-. W.. D H. Wheeler, Grand Secretary pro tem.

W. . H. T. Davis, Grand Chaplain.

W.-. Geo. B. Graff, Grand Orator.

W. . Lorenzo Hobbs, Grand Lecturer pro tem.

W.-. A. H Jackson, Grand Marshal.

‘W.-. 8. D. Bangs, Senior Grand Deacon.

W.-. E. C. Adams, Junior Grand Deacon.

Respectfully submitted. D. H. WHEELER,
GEO. B. GRAFF, > Committee.
STEPHEN D. BANGS, )
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The report of the committee was adopted.

A constitutional number of T8 being represented the M... W..,
Grand Master appointed the following officers, in accordance
with the By-Laws:

Brother C. W. Wheeler, Grand Steward.

Brother J. A. Goodlett, Grand Sword Bearer.
Brothers 8. E. Smith and Robert Lorton, Grand Pursuivants.

The W.-. Grand Marshal then, by order of the M... W.:. Grand
Master, made proclamation that the M.. W... Grand 3O of Ne-
braska was duly opened for the dispatch of business.

The M.-. W.-. Grand Master then appointed the following

STANDING COMMITTEES.

On Accounts—Brothers Hamilton, Bangs and Irish.

On Clarlers and Dispensations—Brothers Wheeler, Graff and Reeder.
On Foreign Correspondence—Brothers Adams, Canfield and Jackson.
On Ways and 3leans—Brothers Irish, Goodlett and Amsbury.

On Charity—Brothers Jackson, Beaman and Bangs.

On Grievances—Brothers Wheeler, Leach and Canfield.

On Unfinished Business—Brothers Adams, IHobbs and Bangs.

On Pay Roll—Brothers Wheeler, Roeder and Hitcheock.

On Sybordinate Returns—Brothers Graff, Hamilton and Canfield.

On motion of Brother Graff, it was

Resolved, That all Master Masons in good standing are hereby invited to
witnoss the deliberations of this Grand (.

The following communication from M.. W.. George Arm-
strong, Grand Master, was then read by the M... W... Grand
Master:

OFFICE OF GRAND MASTER OF NEBRASKA, )
Omaha, June 16, 1863, §
R.:. W. . RoBeRT C. JORDAN, Grand Secretary Grand (=1 of Nebraska :

Dear Sir gnd Brother—Until a few days since I expected to be present at the
Annual Communication of the Grand 3, which assembles in this city on the
23d inst. ; but duties connected with my position as an officer in the 2d Nebraska
Cavalry, compel me to leave for the West this evening, and it will be impossible
to return before the Grand {3 has closed its labors.

Not having time now to prepare an official communication to the Grand =, I
send you the enclosed paper connected with the granting of a dispensation for a new
[ at Bannock City, Idaho Territory, together with the requisite fee of ten dollars,
which is the only official act I have been called upon to perform during the past
year. This dispensation was granted in April, and will not reach the brethren
in Idaho for three or four months from its date; it would therefore be well for
the Grand [ to renew it for another year.
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The craft are still harmoniously laboring, and though many of our most skill-
ful craftsmen are absent serving their country in the army, yet some progress

has been made in our (23 both as regards a uniformity of work and the increase
of membership.

With a renewed expression of my heartfelt appreciation of the masonic hon-
ors I have received; and hoping the approaching session of the Grand (O may
prove both pleasant and profitable to the brethren,

T am, fraternally,
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, Grand Master.

On motion of Brother Hamilton, it was

Resolved, That the communication of the Grand Master be referred to a select
committee of three, to designate appropriate committees to which the several
matters therein named shall be referred.

Brothers Hamilton, Bangs and Irish, were appointed the com-
mittee provided for in tho foregoing resolution.

The Grand 3 was then called from labor to refreshment until
3 o’clock, P. M.

—T—

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Grand O re-assembled at 3 o’clock, P. M., and resumed
labor.

Brother Hamilton, from a select committee on the subject,
made the following report, which was adopted:

REPORT.
To the M.:. W.-. Grand O3 of Nebraska :

The sclect committee to whom was referred the communication of M. . W.-.
Grand Master George Armstrong, would respectfully report, that the only offi-
cial act of the Grand Master appears to be the granting of a dispensation for a
new (3 in Bannock City, Idaho Territory, and recommend that the same he re-
forred to the committee on Charters and Dispensations.

Respectfully submitted.

C. W. HAMILTON, ?

0. H. IRISH, Commitiee.
S. D. BANGS, )

Brother Adams, from the committee on Unfinished Business,
made the following report, which was adopted :
REPORT.
To the M.*. W.-. Grand (3 of Nebraska:
The committee on Unfinished Business would respectfully report, that having

examined the proccedings of the last Annual Communication of this Grand 3,
find the following subject deferred for future action.
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That Section 16 of the By-Laws of this CJ be so amended that the Secretary’s
salary shall be reduced from $150.00 per annum to $50.00 per annum.
And we would recommend its adoption.

Respectfully submitted.
E. C. ADAMS,
S. D. BANGS, + Committee.
LORENZO HOBBES, )

Brother Graff offered the following, which was adopted :

Whereas, The Secretary of Peru X, U. D., having presented a petition set-
ting lorth that on accouat of the small number of members in their O3, they de-
sire that said 3 be discontinued, and do herewith return their dispensation to
the Grand J; therefore,

Resolved, That Peru (3, U. D., be discontinued, and the members thereof be
attached to Nemaha Nalley (3, No. 4, by and with the consent of the members
of said Nemaha Valley 3.

Brother Graff, from the committee on Charters and Dispensa-
tions, made the following report, which was adopted :
REPORT.

T the M., W.:, Grand O of Nebraska :

The committee on Charters and Dispensations, to whom was referred the mat-
ter of renewing the dispensation for a new (1 at Bannock City, Idaho Territory,
would recommend that the Grand Master be requested to issue a new dispen-
sation for a 01 in Bannock City, and that the Grand Secretary be requested to
inform said C3 of the action of this Grand (3, duly attested by the seal of the
Grand OJ of Nebraska.

Respectfully submitted.

D. H. WHEELER,
GEO. B. GRAFF, - Committee.
AUGUSTUS ROEDER, )

The Grand Secretary presented the following as his report of
dues received from the several T2, which was referred to the
committee on Accounts:

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.'. Grand O of Nebraska :

OManaA, June 23, 1863.

D. H. WHEELER, Grand Secretary pro tem., in account with Grand = of Nebraska, Dr.
RS £10 T N e B el R T G e o e e e eaie ot o $ 33 00
£ & Western Star o, No. 2......
@ ¢4 Capital o, No. 3..ccoccaeens .. 67 00
® CJ Nemaha Valley 0, NO. duueriiiciimrsiiiireecscnnnmossensanetaisn e 25 00
& o D ARIGEAICTINO. 5 o cs e SR o BN e MR 55 00
@ & Plattsmouth =, No. 6..... 50 00
a3 & Decatur =9, No. 7.....
i 8¢ Peru =, U. D............ .
a3 = Bannock City =3, U. D., for dispensation
“ @ balance from J. W. Marshall, Grand Treasurer, on last year’s dues... 59

Cr.
By Grand Treasurer’s receipt.. $#349 59
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The following account was presented and referred to the com-
mittee on Accounts:
Omana, June 23, 1863.

The Grand o of Nebraska to R. C. JorbaN, Grand Secretary, Dr.
To printing and binding 200 copies of Grand =3 Proceedings for 1862....ceicreernsrsranns $ 60 00
“ amount paid for postage and stationery...... o 0 2 00
¢ & % «Nebraskian” for printing notice......ccceererernens 100
“ Grand Secretary’s salary............. 50 00
$113 00
Cr.
By amount received last session for incidental expenses.......cccvreunennenneens $20 00

¢ cagh received from Nemaha Valley =3, No. 4, after close of last session.. 82 00 52 00

Balance due #61 00

On motion, the account of the Grand Secretary was referred
to the committee on Accounts.

On motion of Brother D. H. Wheeler, it was

Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to receive the effects of
Peru 3, U. D., and hold the same subject to the order of the Grand (3 of Ne-
braska.

The following report from the committee on Accounts was
presented and adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska :

The standing committeo on Accounts, to whom was referred the account of
Brother R. C. Jordan, Grand Sccretary, find the same correct. The following
resolution is therefore submitted:

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the Grand Treasurer in favor of Brother
R. C. Jordan, Grand Secretary, for the sum of $61, as per account rendered,
for printing and his salary as Grand Secretary,

C. W. HAMILTON, l
STEPHEN D. BANGS,  Committee.
0. H. 1RISH, )

On motion of Brother Irish, the Grand = then proceeded to
the election of Grand Officers for the ensuing masonic year, with
the following resuls :

Brother D. H. WBEELER. of Plattsmoutlh, M.*. W.-. Grand Master,

‘¢ Q. H. Inisy, of Decatur, R.'. W. . Deputy Grand Master.

‘¢ GEo. B. Grarr, of Dakota, R.:. W.-, Senior Grand Warden.
¢« C. W. BaMiLtow, of Omaha, R.. W.-, Junior Grand Warden.
st §. K. SmrtH, of Nebraska City, R.-. W.-. Grand Treasurer.
*tt 8. D. Baxgs, of Bellevue, R.-. W.-. Grand Secretary.

The M.-. W... Grand Master made the following appointments,
which were confirmed by the Grand
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Brother H. T. Davis, of Nebraska City, W. Grund Chaplain.
¢ A. H. Jacrsown, of Dakota, W.*. Grand Crator.
‘¢ Ii. C. Apawms, of Plattsmouth, W.-. Gran! Lecturer.
‘¢ C. W, WHEELER, of Brownville, W.". Gi:iiud Marshal.
‘¢ FraNk WELCH, of Decatur, W.-. Senior (irand Deacon.
‘¢ J. A. GoopLETT, of Nebraska City, W.*. Junior Grand Deacon.
‘t 0. H. Worcort, of Plattsmouth, W.-. Grand Tyler.
Brother Graff, from the committee on Subordinate Returns,
made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
Tothe M.-. W.:. Grand X of Nebrasta:
Your committee to whom was referred the returns of subordinate CBH. res-

pectfully report, that we have carcfully examined and find the following returns
correct:

Nebraska 03, No. 1; Western Star (33, No. 2; Capital O, No. 3; Nemaha
Valley (3, No. 4; Dakota 2, No. 5; Plattsmouth (I3, No. 6, and Decatur (3,
NoSi:

Your committee would respectfully suggest that a number of (& within this
jurisdiction are without seals, and therefore recommend that those (E be in-
structed to procure the same at the earliest practicable opportunity.

Respectfully submitted.

GEO. B. GRAFF,

C. W. HAMILTON, j Committee.
E. D. CANFIELD,

The hour appointed for the Installation of the Grand Officers
having now arrived, W.. C. W. Wheeler presented the Grand
Master elect, and said :

M.-. W.-. Grami Master—] have the hohor and pleasure to present to you the
M.-. W. . D. H. Wheeler, Grand Master elect of the masons of the Territory
of Nebraska, and to state that he has assumed the high and responsible obliga-
tions appertaining to that office.

The Grand Master then inducted his successor into office and
invested him with the insignia and impliments pertaining
thereto.

.The M... W... D. I. Wheeler, Grand Master, then installed
the remaining Grand Officers in ample form.

On motion of Brother Irish, the Grand 3 proceeded to select
by ballot the place of meeting of the next Annual Communica-
tion of this Grand O, which resulted in the selection of Platts-
mouth.

On motion of Brother Bangs, the Grand @ took a recess until
8 o’clock P. M., for the purpose of hearing the report of the
committee appointed to revise the Constitution and By-Laws of
this Grand ©.
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EVENING SESSION.

8 0'CLOCK P. M.
The Grand O resumed labor.
Present, M.. W.-. D. H. Wheeler, Grand Master. Officers
and representatives as before.

The Constitution and By-Laws were read and adopted with
the amendments as reported by the committee, and ordered to
be printed with the proceedings of this session of the Grand .

On motion of Brother Irish, the Grand Secretary and Past
Grand Secretary were appointed a committee to compile and
prepare for printing the proceedings of this Grand O, the Con-
stitution and By-Laws, the Ancient Constitution, Installation
Ceremony, and Burial Service, together with the Rules and
Regulations for the government of subordinate CEn.

Brother Jordan offered the following which was adopted :

Resolved, That this Grand (3, with much pleasure, reiterates the opinion ex-
pressed at the last Annual Communication in favor of what is termed the
** Webb Work," fully believing it to be the true and ancient work practiced by
the fraternity in America a century and more ago, and we earnestly request,
and do hereby order, that every (3 under the jurisdiction of this Grand 2,
which has not adopted the said work, be required to do so at their carliest con-
venience, not alone for its antiquity and beauty, but that strict wniformity in the
work of the several degrees may be oue of the peculiarities of the Grand 3 of
Nebraska.,

Brother Jordan offered the following resolution, which was
unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand [ are justly due, and are hereby
heartily tendercd to Past Grand Master George Armstrong for the able and
faithful manner in which he has presided over and taken care of the interests of
the craft in this jurisdiction; and the punctuality and accommodating disposition
which he has ever evinced to aid the young craftsman in search of light, wil}
long be remembered by us, and will constitute one of the most pleasant local
traditions of the fraternity in this Territory.

Brother C. W. Wheeler was excused from attendance during
the remainder of the session of the Grand O,

The Grand O then took a recess until to-morrow at 9 o’clock
A. M.
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SECOND DAY.

WEeDNESDAY, June 24—9 o’clock A, m.

The Grand O resumed its session. Present, M... W.-. D. H.
Wheeler, Grand Master, and officers and representatives as
before.

The minutes of yesterday and last evening were read and
approved.

Brother Jackson, from the committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence, made the following

REPORT.
To the M.". W.-. Grand O3 of Nebraska :

The committee on Foreign Correspondence would report that its chairman,
the Grand Secretary, has furnished the proceedings of the following States,
without the usual report:

Michigan, January 14, 1863.

Kansas, October 21, 1862,

Maryland, November 17, 1862.

Massachusetts, March 12, 1862.

Colorado, November 2, 1862.

New Jersey, January 21, 1863.

Ohio, October 16, 1860.

Kentucky, October 20, 1862.

Illinois, October 7, 1862.

Delaware, June 27, 1862.

Also a list of Grand Officers installed on the 27th of December, 1862, by the
Grand {3 of the District of Columbia; the annual report of the Troy Orphan
Asylum, December 117, 1862; and a historical sketch of the Masonic University
of Kentucky.

Not having had time to compile or sketch the contents of these books, your
committee cannot be expected to make an extended report.

Respectfully submitted.

A. H. JACKSON, on behalf of the Commiltee.

On motion of Brother Smith, it was

Resolved, That the M.:. W.-. Grand Master, D. H. Wheeler, be appointed &
committee of one to ascertain the expense of printing a suitable number of the
proceedings of this Grand (3, the Coustitution and By-Laws, the Installation
Ceremony and Burial Service, and the Rules and Regulations for the government
of subordinate Cgh, for the use of subordinate [ 3. Also enter into corres-
pondence with the Secretaries of subordinate (), and after ascertaining how
many they will subscribe for, he shall be empowered to order such number
printed as he shall deem necessary, and instruct the Grand Secretary to draw
on the Grand Treasurer to pay for the same.

The bond of Brother S. E. Smith, as Grand Treasurer, was
28
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received, and, on motion, approved and ordered to be spread

upon the records:
TREASURER'S BOND.

HALL OF THE GRAND (3, OMAHA, June 23, 1863.

Know all men by these presents, That we, Silas E. Smith, as principal, and
John A. Goodlett and O. IL. Irish, as sureties, are held and firmly bound unto
the Grand (1 of Nebraska of Free and Accepted Masons, in the penal sum of
one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, for the payment of
which, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors,
and cach of them, firmly by these presents.

The condition of the above obligation is such, that whereas, the said Silas E.
Smith has been elected Treasurer of the Grand (3 of Nebraska for one year,
now if the said Smith shall well and truly discharge the duties of said office, as
required by the Grand (O, and pay over all moneys in his possession as Treasurer
to his successor in office, then this obligation to be void, otherwise to remain
in full force and virtue.

SILAS E. SMITH, Principal.
J. A. GOODLETT, Surety.
0. . IRISH, Surety.
The committee on Pay-Roll submitted the following report,
which was agreed to:
PAY ROLL
Of the Officers and Members of the Grand 3 of Nebraska for the Annual Commuyni-
cation held at Omaha, June, 1863.
GRAND OFFICERS.

NAMES, l RESIDENCES.

R. C. Jordan, M... W.-. Grand Master pro fem{Omabha....
#Q. H. Irish, Deputy Grand Master pro tem...|Decatur..
#C.W.Hamilton,Senior Grand Warden pro tem|Omaha..
E. D. Canfield, Junior Grand Warden pro tem|Decatur.
Aug. Roeder, Grand Treagurer pro tem....... Omaha.....
D. %—I Wheeler, Grand Secretary pro tem..

H. T. Davis, Grand Chaplain..

Geo. B. Graff, Grand Orator.....
Lorenzo Hobbs, Grand Lecturer pro tem..
A. H. Jackson, Grand Marshal
8. D. Bangs, Senior Grand Deacon .|Bellevue..
E. C. Adams, Junior Grand Deacon ....{ Plattsmonth...
A. Cahn, Grand Tyler.....ccocevvenrvice Omaha (o e

*Drew pay as Representatives.

wwotowwe
8853888

3..|Capital &
4 .|Nemaha
£..| Dakota =,
8..| Plattamo
7..|Decatur.. Decatur....

MEMBERS.

m

§ NAME OF . l WHERE HELD. l £

£ =
1..|Nehraska . ' 1
92 .| Weatern Sta Bt

3 00| 5 00/D. H. Wheeler
| 60| 6 00| 300 9 00{0.H. Irish.

D. H. WHEELER, Chairman of the Commiiiee.

Respectfully submitted.
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Brother Welch offered the following, which was adopted :

Resolved, That the report of the committee on the Pay Roll be so amended that
Brother G. B. Graff, of Dakota .3, No. 5, shall draw pay as Grand Orator, and
Brother Amsbury as representative of Dakota C3J; and that for the future the
Masters of the subordinate (3T, or their proxies duly constituted, shall only
draw pay as representatives of their respective 02, and not for any position as
Grand officers.

Brother Jackson offered the following, which was adopted :

Resolved, That the Masters of subordinate 7 under this jurisdiction be
required to have the proceedings of the Grand (3 read in their respective [,
in conneclion with the Rules and Regulations for the government of subordinate
O, at the first regular Communication after the same shall have been received.

On motion of Brother Hamilton, it was
Resolved, That the next Annnal Communication of the Grand (3 of Nebraska
be held on the 23d day of June, A. D. 1864.

Brother Graff, from the committee on Subordinate Returns,
submitted the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.

PrarismovTE (3, No. 6,
V8.
‘WM. GARRISON, Entered Apprentice.

Trial was had on the above case before Plattsmouth 3, September 1, 1862,
upon the charge of ‘‘gross unmasonic conduct.”” After hearing all the testi-
mony in the case, the {1 voted unanimously to expel the brother—such expulsion
to be considered as a suspension only until approved by the Grand O

The committee on Returns of Subordinale {33, to whom was referred the
case of Wm. Garrison, an Entered Apprentice of Platismouth 3, No. 6, expelled
for ‘‘gross unmasonic conduct,” would recommend that the action of Platts-
mouth ), in the expulsion of Wm. Garrison, be approved by this Grand 3,
and that notice of the same be printed with the proceedings of this Grand (2.

Respectfully submitted.
GEO. B. GRAFF, l
C. W. HAMILTON, } Committee.

B. D. CANFIELD, )
Brother Graff, from the committee on Subordinate Returns,
made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
Tothe M.-. W.-. Ghrand (3O of Nebraska:

The committee on Returns of Subordinate T, to whom was referred the
By-Laws of Plattsmouth (3, No. 6, have examined the same, and find them in
conformity with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand 3, and would
recommend their approval by the Grand 3.

Respectfully submitted.
GEO. B. GRAFF,
C. W. HAMILTON, } Committce.
E. D. CANFIELD,
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The Grand Treasurer presented his report, as follows, which
was referred to the committee on Accounts:

8. E. Smrre, Grand Treasurer, in account with the Grand o= of Nebraska, Dr.
To amount received of Grand Secretary. $349 59
Cr.
By Pay-Roll for 1863 ....5121 40
Byjbalance...... x . 228 19 $349 59
Balance in hands of Grand Treasurer. $228 19

Respectfully submitted.

8. E. SMITH, Grand Treasurer.
OMAHA, June 23, 1863.

Brother Hamilton, from the committee on Accounts, made
the following report, which was adopted:

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska:
The standing committee on Accounts beg leave to report that they have ex-
amined the account of the Grand Treasurer and find the same correct.
Respectfully submitted.
C. W. HAMILTON, )

0. H. IRISH, = Committee.
8. D. BANGS,

Brother Irish offered the following, which was adopted :

‘WHEREAS, The late Grand Secretary having failed to correspond with the
person from whom the Grand 3 jewels were procured, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to correspond with the per-
gon from whom our Grand (3 jewels were purchased, representing to him the
kind and quality of said jewels, for which one hundred dollars were paid, and
endeavor to effect an exchange for others.

The labors of the Grand O being ended, after singing Burns’
Adien, it was closed in ample form with prayer by the Grand
Chaplain.

D. H. WHEELER, Grand Master.
S. D. Banas, Grand Secretary.




| R .. SILAS B, SHITH,

Grand Treasurer,

‘WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE AT

| Nebraska Oity, Sept. 23, 1863.
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RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE LODGES.

NEBRASKA O, NO. 1, BELLEVUE, SARPY COUNTY.
Stated meetings: Tuesday on or preceding full moon.

OFFICERS. |
David Leach, W. M. J. M. Whitted, Treas. Samuel G. Beman, J. D.
Joseph E. Pray, S. W. Stephen D. Bangs, Sec'y. S.W.Y.Schimonsky, Tyler.
Heory T. Clarke, J. W. Lewis Driskell, S. D,

MASTER MASONS.

David Leach, Martin Prichard,
L. B. Kinney, P. D. G. M. John Q. Goss.

Samuel G. Beeman,
S. W. Y. Schimonsky,

Stephen D. Bangs, C. D. Kelier, Green B. Nicholson.
Louis F. Bartels, John N. Chase. Thomas M. Boyer,
Silas A. Strickland, Lewis Driskell, L. H. Case,

N. R. Wilcox,

James M. Whitted,
James M. Martin.

Henry T. Clarke,

James H. Preston,
Joseph E. Pray,
FELLOW CRAFT.
William F. Martin.
ENTERED APPRENTICE.
Orsou Fisher

WESTERN STAR ), NO. 2, NEBRASKA CITY, OTOE COUNTY.
Stated meetings: Friday on or preceding full moon,
OFFICERS.
John A. Goodlett, W. M. John H. Maxon, Treas'r. John S. Place, J. D.

Wm. E. Hill, 8. W. Silag E. Smith, Sec'y. Granville H. Hail, Tyler.
Samuel P. Sibley, J. W. D. P. Rolfe, S. D.
MASTER MASONS.
Jolin A. Goodlett, J. P. Cook.
Lee P. Gillette, P.D.G. M. Alfred Mathias,
‘W. L. Boydston, Albert Tuxbury,
Andrew Beardsley, Robert Lorton,
William E. Hill, Geo. A. Gillette,

Sylvester Redfield,
J. C. Cook,

H. P. Downs,
John B. Boulware,
Geo. W. Boulware,

I. L. Gibbs, Daniel Whitinger, D. P. Rolfe,

H. N. Cornell, Samuel Henderson, Elisha Bennett.
W. W. Soper, A. G. Cavans, David J. Goff,
Edward Henry, George W. Sroat, S. E. Smith,

G. H. Hail, Joseph F. Bennett, W. H H. Waters,

T. E. Thompson,
John B. Bennett,
John S. Place,
John H. Maxon,
John F. Kinney,
H. B. Baker,

J. T. Hoyle,
Wm. Bradway,
S. F. Nuckolls,
Peter Y. Morse,
Stephen Kent,
Wm. E. Pardee,

Henry Brown, P. D. G. M. C. A. Goshen,

S. 8. Preston,
H. T. Davis,
John Reed,

L. C. Davenport,
E. S. Reed,
John Doolittle,
H. M. Giltner.
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FELLOW CRAFTS.

Joseph Saunders, 3. Duncan, S. S. Bonney.
ENTEKED APPRENTICES,

R. R. Andrews, William Fulton, R. H. Matthews,

Robert Hawke, W. D. Wier, Hcury Siegel.

J. E. Lawrence,

CAPITAL 03, NO. 3, OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Monday on or preceding full moon.

OFFICERS.
Chas. W.Hamilton, W. M. P. Windheim, Treas. Lorin Miller, J. D
Byron Reed, S. W. Jno. R. Porter Sec'y. James F. Taylor, Tyler

Augustus Roeder, J. W. Aaron Cahn, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Geo. Armstrong, P. G. M. A. D. Jones, E. V. Smith,

B. A. Allen, James K. Ish. James F. Taylor,

James E. Boyd, Rev. H. W. Kuhns, Philip Windheim,

Aaron Cahn, Lorin Miller, H. H. Vischer,

E. H. Clark, John Logan, James K. Wall.

W. R. Demarest, S. M. Owens, F. Court,

Geo. W. Forbes, John R. Porter, S. M. Curran,

E. A. Frenzell, P. A. Preston. Wm. Wilder,

Addison R. Gillmore, William M. Pyper, William Ruth,

Joel T. Griffin, Samuel E. Rogers, Flias G. Sears,

Charles W. Hamilton, Augustus Roeder, James G. Megeath,

G. A. Hess, Byron Reed, John B. Chambers,

M. Hellman, R. 8. Gillis, N. P. Isaacs,

P. W. Hitchcock, i, JR PRuths Charles Ruter,

R. C. Jordan, P. G. M. H. G. Spencer, M. C. Wilber.
FELLOW CRAFTS,

‘W. H. Connor, Rev. W. H. Smith.

ENTERED APPRENTICE.
Horace Newman.

NEMAHA VALLEY O, NO. 4, BROWNVILLE, NEMAHA COUNTY.
Stated meetings: first and third Saturdays in each month.

OFFICERS.

Geo. W. Bratton, W. M. J. W. Bennett, jr. Treas'r. Aaron Conner, J. D.
Rev. H. H. Dobbins, S. W. C. W. Wheeler, Sec'y.  David Seigel, Tyler.
John H. Morrison, J. W. Jeremiah Marlatt, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Geo. W. Bratton, 0. B. Hewitt, John H. Morrison.
David Siegel, Cyrus W, Wheeler, William Brightmire,
Jer. Marlatt, M. W. Keeling, H. H. Dobbins,
Robert W. Furnas, John L. Colhapp, R. T. Rainey,
George Crow, John W. Bennett, Frederick Marlatt.
T. W. Bedford, Aaron Conuner, J. R. Hainford.

Jesse Noel,
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FELLOW CRAFT.
Rev. A. G. White.

ENTERED APPRENTICE.
Jesse Cole.

[( Jmalia,

DAKOTA 3, NO. 5, DAKOTA, DAKOTA COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Saturday on or preceding full moon.

Geo. B. Graff, W. M.
Wm. Cheney, 8. W.
J. H. Hallack, J. W.

Harlan Baird,

A. H. Baker,

‘Wm. Bouton,
Curtis B. Blevin,
William Chenoy,
Benj. F. Chambers,
Chas. F. Eckhart,
Alfred M. Elam,
Alexander Ford,
Geo. B. Graff,

Jacob H. Graff,

OFFICERS.

Asa Rathburn, Treas.
A. H. Jackson, Sec'y.
A. H. Baker, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

J. H. Hallack,
/William Henderson
A. H. Jackson,
Amos Lawson,
Silas T. Leaming,
W. C. McBeath,
John M. Quilkin,
T. McK. Munhall,
Wm. Nixon,

J. N. H. Patrick,

ENTERED APPRENTICES.

C. F. Eckhart, J. D.
Barnabas Bates, Tyler.

M. Pinkerton,

Asa Rathburn.
Thomas C. Ryan,
Samuel Shull,
Samuel Whitehorn,
Gen. W. Wilkinson,
John B. Zeigler,
James Clark,
Barnabas Bates.

Ira Van Camp.

PLATTSMOUTH O3, NO. 6, PLATTSMOUTH, CASS COUNTY.
Stated meetings: first and third Mondays in each month.

D. H. Wheeler, W. M.
E. C. Adams, 8. W,

T. M. Marquett, J. W.
Thos. K. Hanna, Treas.

D. H. Wheeler,

E. C. Adams.

T. M. Marquette,
Thomas K. Hanna,
J. N. Wise,

A. B. Fuller,

C. H. Wolcott,
Jacob Vallery,
Joseph Schiater,

J. C. Cummins,

William 8. Latta,
E. T. Harmon,

OFFICERS.
J. N. Wise, Sec'y.
A. B. Fuller, 8. D.

Jos. Schlater,

J. Vallery, } Stewards

Charles H. Wolcott, J. D, J, C. Cummins, Tyler.

MASTER MASONS.
John W. Marshall,
Wm. B. Porter,
Joseph Harper,
James Minchell,
Enog Williams,
Samuel H. Elbert,
Wm. B. Warbritton,
Samuel H. Jones,
Geo. Parks,

E. T. Duke,

FELLOW CRAFT,
Milo Fellows.

ENTERED APPRENTICES.

Samuel Maxwell,
Myron Moe,

Wm. H. Spratlin,
J. D. Simpson,

G. H. Black,

A. Tutt,

George W. Colvin,
Elias Sago,

J. D. Minchell,
Stephen Spurlock,
Wm. D. Gage,
Wm. L. Thomas.

J. W. Chapman.
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DECATUR 3, NO. 7, DECATUR, BURT COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Friday on or preceding full moon.

0. H. Irish, W. M.
E. D. Canfield, S. W.
Lorenzo Hobbs, J. W.

0. H. Irish,

E. D, Canficld.
Lorenzo Hobbs,
Austin Rockwell,
John 8. Ramseyer,

PERU O,
8tated meetings:

S. P. Majorg, S. W.

M. 8. Peery, J. W.

J. W. Swan, Treas'r.

S. P. Majors,

Samuel Long,

A. J. Richardson,
29

OFFICERS.

Austin Rockwell, Treas'r. E. R. Nash, J. D.
John S. Ramseyer, Sec'y. Michael Evans, Steward.

Frank Welch, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Frank Welch,

E. R. Nash,

Wm. A. Amsbury,
Michael Evans,
Isaac Black,

ENTERED APPRENTICE.
Henry Fontenelle.

Isaac Black, Tyler.

Chas. F. Porter,
B. R. Folsom,
F. W. Snow,

J. R. Conklin,
James Ashley.

U. D., PERU, NEMAHA COUNTY.

second and fourth Saturdays in each month.

OFFICERS.

J. F. Neal, Sec'y.
A. J. Richardson, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.
8. G. Daily,

M. 8. Peery,
S. F. Neal,

Samuel Long, J. D.
L. B. Butler, Tyler.
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HELD AT PLATTSMOUTH, JUNE 23, A. L. 5864.

SEVENTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

PrarrsmouTH, NEBRASKA, Juno 23, 1864.

The Grand &2 of the most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of the Territory of Nebraska
commenced its seventh Annual Communication at the Masonie
Hall in Plattsmouth, this day.

The following is a list of the Grand officers present, and those

appointed pro tem :
GRAND OFFICERS.

:. DaNiEL H. WHEELER, Grand Master.

*. 0. H. Irisg, Deputy Grand Master.

.. GEORGE B. GRra¥F, Senior Grand Warden.
.. Lorix MILLER, as Junior Grand Warden.
. HeNrY BrOWN, as Grand Treasurer.

.. STEPHEN D. BaNGs, Grand Secretary.

.. Joux Q. Goss, as Grand Chaplain.

. R. W TFuUrNag, as Grand Orator.

. BE. C. Apams, Grand Lecturer.

.. T. W. BEproRrD, as Grand Marshal.

*, Epwin R. NasH, as Senior Grand Deacon.
. JoBN A. GoopLeETT, Junior Grand Deacon.
.. C. H. Wovrcorr, Grand Tyler.

A O of Master Masons was opened in ample form by the
M.-. W.-. Grand Master, with the assistance of the Grand Officers

and brethren present.
Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

WREEREE

ddda4d9 944223+
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The M.:. W.-. Grand Master appointed the following committees:

On Oredentials—Brothers Furnas, Adams, and Hill,
To Examine Visiting Brethren—Brothers Hill, Leach, and Seymour.

Brother Furnas, from the committee on Credentials, made the
following

REPORT.

To the M.-. W.:. Grand (3 of Nebraska, :

Your committee on Credentials find the following C&7 in this jurisdiction rep-
resented by the following named delegates, whose credentials are correct; also
the number of votes to which each is entitled:

NEBRASKA [, No. 1—David Leach, Worshipful Master, 1 vote; John Q. Goss,
Senior Warden, 1.

‘WESTERN STAR (3, No. 2—J. A. Goodlett, Worshipful Master, 1; W. E. Hill,
Senior Warden, 1; C. W. Seymour, proxy for Junior Warden, 1.

CapitaL O3, No. 3—W. E. Harvey, proxy for Worshipful Master and Senior
Warden, 2; Lorin Miller, Junior Warden, 1.

Nemana VALLEY O, No, 4—T. W. Bedford, proxy for Worshipful Master, 1.

Daxora O, No. 6—George B. Graff, Worshipful Master, proxy for Senior
Warden, 2; J. S. Ramseyer, proxy for Junior Warden, 1.

Prarrsmouts 3, No. 6—E. C. Adams, Worshipful Master, 1; E T. Duke,
Senior Warden, 1; C. H. Wolcott, Junior Warden, 1.

Decarvr 3, No. 7—O. H. Irish, Worshipful Master, 1; E. R. Nash, Senior
Warden, 1; R. W. Furnas, proxy for Junior Warden, 1.

Your committee also find the following named Grand Officers present and
entitled to seats, and one vote each:

. D. H. Wheeler, Grand Master.

*. 0. H. Irish, Deputy Grand Master.

*. Henry Brown, Past Deputy Grand Master.

*. Geo. B. Graff, Senior Grand Warden.

*. Lorin Miller, Junior Grand Warden pro fem.
*. Henry Brown, Grand Treasurer pro tem.

‘. 8. D. Bangs, Grand Secretary.

. J. Q. Goss, Grand Chaplain pro tem.

. R. W Furnas, Grand Orator pro tem.

. B. C. Adams, Grand Lecturer.

. T. W. Bedford, Grand Marshal.

. B. R. Nash, Senior Grand Deacon pro tem.
.*. J. A, Goodlett, Junior Grand Deacon.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

L

ded=d442424¢3

=

R. W. FURNAS,
E. C. ADAMS, Committee.
WILLIAM E. HILL,

The report of the committee was adopted.
A constitutional number of [ being represented the M.:. W...
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Grand Master appointed the following officers, in accordance
with the By-Laws:

Brother C. W. Seymour, Grand Stoward.
Brother W. E. Harvey, Grand Sword Bearer.
Brothers J. S. Ramseyer and David Leach, Grand Pursuivants.

The W.-. Grand Marshal then, by order of the M.:. W... Grand
Master, made proclamation that the M... W... Grand O of Ne-
braska was duly opened for the dispatch of business.

The M... W... Grand Master then appointed the following
STANDING COMMITTEES. .

Onr Accounts—Brothers Harvey, Leach and Goodlett.

On Charlers and Dispensations—Brothers Irish, Furnas and Brown.
On Foreign Correspondence—Brothers Furnas, Hill and Graff.

On Masonic Jurisprudence—Brothers Irish, Hill and Goss.

On Ways and Means—Brothers Graff, Adams and Bedford.

On Charity—DBrothers Adams, Goss and Miller.

On Grievances—Brothers Nash, Seymour and Leach.

On Unfinished Business—Brothers Miller, Harvey and Duke.

On Pay Roll—Brothers Bangs, Irigsh and Goss.

On Subordinale Returns—Brothers Furnas, Goodlett and Brown.

On motion of Brother Adams, it was

Resolved, That all Master Masong in good standing are hereby invited to
witness the proceedings of this Grand 3.

The M.. W... Grand Master then delivered his

ANNUAL ADDRESS.
Brethren of the Grand (D :

Another masonic year has passed away, and we are again assembled in Grand
3 Communication. We have abundant reason to be thankful to the Grand
Architect of the Universe for his kindness and watchful care over us for tho
masonic year just closed. We have been blessed beyond our most sanguine
expectations. Although war, with all its terrible, desolating and heart-rending
scenes, is abroad in our once united, happy and prosperous nution, still we see
but little of its terrible reality in our young and beautiful Territory. We most
devoutly pray to the Grand Master of the Universe, that ere another anniver-
sary of the annual meeting of this Grand CJ comes upon us, this cruel and un-
just rebellion may be effectually ecrushed, and our people become again united
under one common flag. In this connection, T can justly refer you to the charge
delivered to every brother upon his initiation into our order, viz: ‘‘In the State
you are to be a quiet and peaceable subject, true to your government, and just
to your country; you are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently
submit to legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness, to the government of
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the country in which you live,”” and ask that the brethrén with one accord adopt
it as their rule of action. I would at the same time refer all brethren to the
second chapter of the Ancient Coustitutions, that they may not act unadvisedly
or unjustly toward any brother.

Yet my brethren, the cause and interest of our ancient and charitable institu-
tion have been advancing. Our lives have been spared; death, the king of ter-
rors, has been abroad in our land, and many of the craft have fallen its victims;
for them we mourn; we will ever keep the memory of their virtues green in our
hearts.

It is a solemn thought, that in the natural course of human life we cannot all
expect to meet again in our next annual anniversary. Which of us may be
selected to go hence as representative to the Supreme Grand [0 above, we now
know not. It is therefore meet and proper that each brother should keep his
lamp trimmed and ready for the journey to that ‘* bourne from which no traveler
returns.”’

In relation to the transactions of the year just closed within this jurisdiction,
I have but little information to impart to you. Freemasonry has proceeded
steadily onward, increasing in numbers; its course has been marked by no un-
natural growth indicating a diseased instead of a healthy condition. The addi-
tions to our numbers are, so far as my knowledge extends, such as we may well
be proud of, and such as will, I trust, insure the prosperity and perpetuity of
our order in this jurisdiction.

My duties during the past year, as your exccutive officer, have not been per-
formed satisfactorily to myself. My business and my duties to my family have
prevented me from devoting as much time to the subordinate Oy as I had de-
sired. .

Immediately after the close of our last Grand Annual Communication, June
24, A. L. 5863, and in accordance with the instructions of this Grand 3, I
issued a new dispensation to Brother N. P. Langford, and others at Bannock
City, Idaho Territory. I have learned from Brother Langford that thoe O has
convened and is working. I had expected to submit to this Grand (3 a report
from Bannock (3, U. D., but as yet no report has been received by me. The
petition for dispensation named, is herewith submirted and marked exhibit *“A."

On the 30th Jday of July last, I granted a dispensation to Brother R. R. Liv-
ingston, L. P. Gillette, G. W. Wilkinson, 8. M. Curran, and five others, Mastor
Masons, authorizing them to open ‘‘ Monitor X1°' in the 1st Nebraska Regiment
Infantry, located in the field; recommended by Plattsmouth (), No. 6. Petition
submitted marked ‘¢ B."

On the 24th day of Aungust, I granted a dispensation to Brother E. C. Adams,
J. 8. Carr, N. R. Hays, and six others, Master Masons, authorizing them to
open ** Loup Fork (3" in the town of Columbus, N, T.; petition recommended
by Plattsmouth —I, No. 6. Petition submitted and marked ** C.”

On the 1'7th day of November, T granted a dispensation to Brothers Mark A.
Moore, Samuel W. Stanley, Levi J. Russell, ard thirteen others, Master Masons,
authorizing them to open ‘‘Idaho C3J,"" at Novada City, Idaho Territory;
petition recommended by Plattsmouth 3, No. 6. Petition submitted, aund
marked ‘*D.”



1864 GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 231

I was at somewhat of a loss, when petitioned for a dispensation for a @ in
the 1st Nebraska Infantry, whether to grant the petition or refuse it. Our
Constitution is entirely silent upon the subject. After deliberation, and consulta-
tion with many of the brethren, I concluded to grant the dispensation, knowing
well that the interests of the fraternity would never be allowed to suffer, nor
the fraternity brought into disrepute, when confided to the care of as bright
and trusty brethren as Gillette, Wilkinson, and Livingston. Brother Gillette
informs me that the brethren of Monitor =), under dispensation, desire their
dispensation continued for another year. The brethren intended to be present
with their report and dues, but are unable to be here, military duties interfering.
I would therefore recommend that they be granted a dispensation for another
year.

I have the melancholy and sorrowful duty to perform, of formally announcing
to this Grand (3 the decease of R.. W.-, Brother Rilas E. Smith, Grand Treas-
urer of this Grand [3J, who died at Nebraska City, September 23d, 1863. It is
by such dispensations of Providence that we are continually reminded of the
mortality of man, and our dependence upon the Supreme Master of the Universe.
I filled the office of Grand Treasurer by nominating Brother Henry Brown, of
Western Star 3, No. 2, and he was duly installed into the office by R.*. W.-.
Brother O. H. Irish, Deputy Grand Master.

I obgrerve in the proceedings of four or five Grand T3, that Grand Masters
have spoken in a deprecating manner of the formation of a society styled ‘‘ The
Conservators,”” whose purpose is said to be the introduction of the ancient Webb-
Preston work. As this Grand 3 has twice, formally and solemnly, affirmed its
faith in that work as the only ritual extant which corresponds with that used by
our masonic futhers, it is unnecessary for me to allude to this subject further than
to say that any measure proposing to extend and strengthen the establishment of
this ritual deserves your favorable consideration. We do not find that Grand (1
generally have business upon their ‘‘iérestle boards’’ at all comparing in import-
ance with that of uniformity of work, and why any should make it their business
to interfere with the right of their members to combine in societies for a good
purpose, surpasses my comprehension. I cannot but think that some motive
less pure and noble than that which masonry inculcates, lies at the bottom of
these attacks upon Conservators.

In these remarks I allude particularly to the States of Illinois, Missouri, Michi-
gan, and New Jersey. When the subject has been discussed, and regulations
adopted prohibiting masons from joining a society, which I am credibly informed
consists of more than three thousand members, including many Grand and Past
Grand Masters, will the candid, unprejudiced student of masonic history attribute
such legislation to entirely disinterested motives? Will Lie not rather draw the
conclusion that the re-election of certain officers, or the maintenance of certain
parties in power, is the mainspring of it? I candidly confess that such is the
conclusion irresistibly forced upon my mind—one fact tends to confirm it, viz:
That while the entire masonic press have published and teemed with their
attacks upon the ‘‘Conservators’ Association,”’ only one masonic paper has
copied our resolutions of 1863, approving of the ‘‘Webb-Preston work.”” For-
tunately it is not & matter of the least importance to the maintenance of the
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‘“Webb-Preston work," whether the Conservators' Association lives or not.
The Grand (3 of Nebraska will, I am sure, not feel impelled to build up or cast

down any brother’s reputation by taking part in this unfortunate and unnecessary
quarrel.

Feeling and knowing my inability to present the many matlers which need the
attention of this Grand 03, I will close this hastily written address, knowing that
this Grand 3 will zealously attend to all matters of interest to the craft at large
in this jurisdiction.

I am, my brethren, fraternally yours,
D. H. WHEELER, Grand Master.

Brother Furnas offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the address of the Grand Master be referred to a select commit-
tee of three, to designate appropriate committees to which the several matters
therein named shall be referred.

Brothers Furnas, Irish, and Goodlett, were appointed a com-
mittee as provided in the foregoing.

The Grand © was called from labor to refreshment until two
o’clock p. M.

—D—

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Two 0’CLOCK P. M.
The M... W.-. Grand 2 was called from refreshment to labor,
M... W... Grand Master in the chair; officers and representatives
as before.
The Grand Master presented the following account, which was
referred to the committee on Accounts:

D. H. WazrzrLer, Grand Master, in account with the Grand o of Nebraska : Dr.
To amount received from dispensations............cceciviicesenmmsieneniniiinieninonionees $ 30 00
@ & A ¢ Grand Treasurer, 150 00
Cr.
By amount paid Taylor & McClure, for printing 1,000 copies
Grand o proceedings of 1863...cceeeeeenseernnccraraas $150 00
43 e ¢  Grand Secretary 30 00
& & ¢ For Stationery 2 80
To amount due Grand Master 2 30

$18230  g182 %0

On motion of Brother Harvey, the Grand @ proceeded to the

election of Grand Officers for the ensuing masonic year, with the
following result :
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Brother D. H. WHEESLER, of Plattsmouth, M.:. W,*. Grand Master,
‘¢ R. W. Furxas, of Decatur, R.-. W.-. Deputy Grand Master.
‘¢ @GEo. B. Grarr, of Dakota, R.-. W.-. Seunior Grand Warden.
‘ J. A, GoopLerr, of Nebraska City, R. . W.-. Junior Grand Warden.
‘¢ W. B. Harvey, of Omaha, R.-. W.-. Grand Treasurer.
‘¢ 8. D. Baxas, of Bellevue, R.-. W.-. Grand Secretary.

The M.-. W... Grand Master made the following appointments,
which were confirmed by the Grand OI:

Brother A. G. WuiTg, of Brownville, W. . Grand Chaplain.
t* 0. H. InisH, of Decatur, W. . Grand Orator.
‘*  Tevry BrRowN, of Nebraska City, W.". Grand Lecturer.
‘¢ K. R. Nasu, of Decatur, W.-. Grand Marshal.
‘¢ T. W. Beprorp, of Brownville, W.-. Senior Grand Deacon.
‘¢ L. MILLER, of Omaha, W. . Junior Grand Deacon.
‘¢ @. W. Brattox, of Brownville, W.-. Grand Tyler.

Brother Furnas, from the select commitiee to whom was
referred the address of the Grand Master, submitted the
following

REPORT.
To the M,*. W.-. Grand (3 of Nebraska:

Your select committee to whom was referred the annval communication of
Grand Master D. H. Wheeler, have had the same under consideration, and
recommend the reference of the several portions thereof as follows, viz:

That portion referring to dispensations granted to ‘‘Bannock,’’ *‘Monitor,®
and ‘‘ Idaho' O, to the standing committee on Charters and Dispensations.

That portion referring to the death of Brother Silas Ii. Smith, late Grand
Treasurer, to a select committee of three.

That portion referring to the work adopted by this Grand CJ, to a select com.
mittee of five.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

R. W. FURNAS,
0. H. 1RISH, Committee.
J. A. GOODLETT,

On motion, the report was adopted.

The M.. W.. Grand Master then appointed the following
select committees, in pursuance of the foregoing :

On that portion of the address of the Grand Master referring to the death of
R.:. W. . Silas E. Smith, Brothers Graff, Seymour and Brown.

On work referred to by Grand Master, Brothers Furnas, Goodiett, Irish,
Adams, and Goss.

On motion of Brother Goodlett, it was

Resolved, That the next Annual Communication of the Grand (3 of Nebraska
bo held at Brownville, June 22, A. D. 1865, A. L. 5865.
30
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Brother Furnas offered the following, which was adopted :

Resolved, That the Grand Master appoint a committee of three, to be denom-
inated the committee on Printing, to whom all matters pertaining to printing for
this Grand 3 shall be referred.

The M.. W.. Grand Master appointed Brothers Furnas,
Brown, and Harvey, said committee.

Brother Furnas, from the sclect committee to whom was
referred that portion of the Grand Master’s address relating to
work, made the following report, which was adopted:

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska:

The genealogy of what is called here ‘¢ The Webb-Preston Work,'' has been
thoroughly traced out, aud in our opinion admits ol as direct proof as it is pos-
sible for any esoteric system to do. No man who understands ihe peculiar
structure of the masonic arcana (partly esoteric or concealed, and partly exoteric
or public,) will expeet tho same directness of proof that is applicable to an ordi-
nary subjeet. But all the evidence that, under the circumstances, could be
asked for. can be given. We give it in a connected form and as much abbrevi-
ated as possible. For convenience the subject may be divided into four parts:

1st. The Leciures were arranged by Preston. About the year 1775, William
Preston, of London, applied himself to arrange the lectures into systematic
form. It is impossible at this period to say kow much of the ritual he snpplicd.
Our own opinion (gathered from all the masonic history we can find,) is that he
originated very little, but pieced together the fragments that had come to his
hand, and perhaps supplicd a few missing links, At all events, his work was
generally adopted, and in 1813, it is known, that all the British (35 were work-
ing it. We are informed that Preston originated a socicty for the purposo of
teaching and perpetuating his work. Ie (Preston,) operated entirely outside
of Grand O influences.

In the year 1859, Brother Elisha D. Cooke, who spent several years traveling
and visiting British T, testified that the work in the old 2 of Scotland and
Ircland was almost literally the same that is taught here under the name or term
‘¢ Webb-Preston,’’ and this is the same that has been adopted and re-affirmed
by the Grand O3 of Nebraska.

2d. The Preston Work was acquired by Thomas Smith Welb. About the year
1795, Thomas Smith Webb, then a resident of Albany, Now York, received the
Preston work in its purity. There is ample reasons for believing that he thus
acquired it—all but the actual secret and unwritten portions, which are very
brief—through notes in cryptic character, a method that has always been in use
for transmitting such things from geueration to generation, and which some
twenty years later was officially endorsed by the Grand (3 of Maryland in the
publication of ‘*Cole’s Masonic Library."

Webb began to promulgate this work first by the preparation of a monitor,
which conveyed all the exoteric portions, and suggested the remainder in a way
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that the instrneted craftsman could well understand. Webb followed up this
publication by preparing locturers wlo should impuart the esoteric or unwritten
portions. Amongst tliese, the best known were Gleason, Fowle, Snow, Bar-
ney, Cushman and Cross, each of whom had the work now called ** Webb-DPres-
ton,"" and communicated it orally to (0, and (with the restrictions before nam-
ed) in cryptic character to their confidential friends. Webb himself gave but
little time to instruction. Ile was immersed in business in which he suffered
great reverses. He was thercfore compelled to confine his masonic labors
chiefly to correspondence and the instructing of lecturers.

3d. The Webb- Preston Work was acquired by Barney. About the year 1815,
John Barney, a Vermout lecturer, went to Boston and acquired the work
directly from Fowle (a deputy of Webl’s,) and indirectly from Webb himself,
who from day to day heard his recitations and pronounced them correct. The
history of this matter has been carefully noted down, and is attested by a still
living witness, Brother Samuel Willson, Grand Lecturer of Vermont, and by
one who died in 1861, ITon. P. C. Tucker. Grand Master of Vermont. The
latter in his addresses of 1859, 1860 and 1861, gives, in great detail, the entire
transaction, and leaves upon record irrefragable testimony to the gencalogy of
the *' Webb-Preston’ rituals. Asa part of this testimony, a set of cryptic
notes, still prescrved by Brother Willson, is alluded to, which were made in
1815, aud do unquestionably reflect the teachings of Webb himself.  With those
notes many in this Grand (3 are familiar and can bear witness that they corres-
pond almost exactly with the work now practiced in this Grard 3 jurisdiction.

These three periods in the history of our rituals then are clearly defined, viz:

1st. Their preparation hy William Preston.

2d. Their reception by Thomas Smith Webb.

3d. Their communication to Johu Barney.

Now, to explain how this Grand (3 and many of its members received the
work. In 1857, Brother Morris, then a Grand Officer of Kentucky, and a most
laborious investigator of masonic history, acquired these rituals in person at
Vergennes, Vermont, from Brothers Samuel Willson and P. C. Tucker. To
this we have not only Brother Morris' own testimony, but the published testi-
mony of Brothers Willson and Tucker, placing the matter beyond dispute.

In the summer of 1860, Brother Morris held a National School of Instruction
at Cleveland, Ohio, very numerously attended from all sections of the Union.
This was the last in a series of ten sessions, held by him in different parts of the
TUniled States, at which many thousands of brethren heard the lectures and wit-
nessed the rehearsals. At Cleveland, three of our Nebraska brethren were
preseut, viz: Brother 8. Redfield, Grand Warden, Brother L. P. Gillette, Grand
Lecturer, and Brother F. Pearman, now deccased. These brothers acquired
the work according to Brother Morris’ certificates with literal accuracy, and
brought it here where we have since acquired it.

Our present Grand Master, Brother D. H. Wheeler, informs us that he re-
cently called upon Brother Morris in New York, where his own belief in these
fucts was amply confirmed, and there are many of us in Nebraska who have
heard, through otler witnesscs, the same testimony to the correctuess of our
work.
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In the proceedings of various Grand U we see much snid in deprecation of
a socicty called Conservators. 1t would scemn by the wild and reckless legislation
of Missouri, that the Conscrvators are undermining all that is holy in the masonie
institution. How unfounded is this fear, may be inferred from the fact that such
a man as Philip C. Tucker was one of its founders, and that in its membership
are numbered many thousands of the most noted names inour order. We allude
to the subject here becanse this matter of Webb-Preston rituals has been in-
tentionally mixed up by someé with the matter of Conservators, as if the two
were inseparable; we do not view them as having any connection with each
other. If the Consecrvators, as they claim, teach the Webb-Preston work, (as
is most likely from the admitted facts that Tucker was one of its founders and
Morris its chief,} that only proves the popularity of the work; but, we Nebraska
masons ask no odds of Conservators, and care nothing for the reckless asser-
tions of anti-conservators. We received our rituals upon different testimony
from that, and we know the truth of that which we affirm. The only opposi-
tion the Webb-Preston work is meeting, outside of the Conservator muddle, grows
ont of an attempt to revive an exploded system styled ** The Baltimore Work of
1843."” This attempt scems to be, at present, confined to Illinois and Michigan,
and we apprehend it will go no farther. Tt is so feeble a subject in itself, and
80 far passed from the memory of the men of this generation, that we only need
gay concerning it, in a few words, that a convention at Baltimore in 1543,
arranged a system of work in the spacoe of eigh! duys, then went home. After
getting home no two of them agreed as to what they had done. A manual was
published professedly reflecting tho labor of those eight days; the president of
the convention denounced the ‘' hook ' aswindle. A few Grand CEh profess-
edly adopted the Baltimore work, but have long since dropped all that was
¢ Baltimore ' out of it, and the only tangible results of the convention arc a
bitter personal quarrel between the two Jeaders of the convention, and a hand-
some fortune acquired by the party who got up the manual in question. Cer-
tainly no sane man, examining this subjeet, will claim that there is a ghost of a
chance for the ‘' Bultimore work™ ever to becomo the work of this country.
In this report, we have made free use of the writings of the following brethren,
viz: Thomas R. Austin, Past Grand Master of Indiana,—a most lucid writer;
Jolin B. Fravel, Past Grand Master of Indiana; Irancis Darrow, Past Grand
Master of Michigan, who is exceedingly full and conclusive in lis remarks;
Thos. H. Beuton, jr., and Edward A. Guilbert, cach Past Grand Master of
Towa, who have devoted much carc to the subject: Rob. Morris, Past Grand
Master of Kentueky, whose exhaustive reviews of this theme cover hundreds of
pages; J. A. Williams, of Keutucky, a most learned and elegant writer; I. C.
Tucker, Grand Master of Vermont, whose untimely death in 1861 ean ncver be
too much deplored by those who value sound rituals; Elisha D. Cooke, of Ken-
tucky; Samuel Willson, Grand Leecturer of Vermont, who got his work orally
from Barney; John Sheville, of New Jersey, and many others.

Our conclusions, then, are theso :

1st. That the worl of Nebraska is that which Barney received from Webb, in
1815; Webb from Preston, about 1795 Prestou from his predecessors, about
1115.
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2d. That no other work practiced in this country has a genealogy that will
bear a moment’s consideration, or claim the attention of a reflecting mason.
3d. That nothing which has been elicited in the discussions of this subject has
shaken our confidence in the work heretofore adopted by this Grand (2.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
R. W FURNAS, %
0. H. IRISH, Committee.
J. Q. GOSS,

Brother Miller, from the committee on Unfinished Business,
submitted the following
REPORT.
To the M.*. W.-. Grand O3 of Nebraska:
Your committee on Unfinished Business respectfully beg leave to report, that
the Grand Secretary was instructed at your last Annual Communication o effect
an exchange of Grand [ jewels, but failed to effect such exchange.

The letter herewith submitted will explain more fully the situation.

LORIN MILLER, ¢

! .
W. £ HARVEY, iCommlttee.

The following account was presented and referred to the com-

mittec on Accounts:
PLATTSMOUTH, June 23, 1864.

The Grand a of Nebraska, to SteeneN D. Baxas, Grand Secretary, 100,
To amounti paid Taylor & MecClure for printing 500 circulars to other Grand =... § 6 00

« Traveling expenses and express charges... 6 75
“ Postage and stationery.... 475
* Grand Secretary’s salary.. ... 50 00

&67 50

Brother Goss submitted the following, which was referred to
committee on Masonic Jurisprudence :

Does a sentence of expulsion, made by subordinate [, operate fully and effect-
ually before such expulsion is reported to the Grand {3, and a ratification of such
sentence by that body? If ves, whau action is necessary to be taken by a (3
expelling one of its members, in reference to notitying other Cgn, in and out of the
jurisdiction of this Grand @), of sueh expulsion ?

Brother Harvey offered the following, which was adopted :

Resolwed, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to prepare the proccedings
of this Commnunication of the Grand (2 of Ncbraska, at as early a day as prac-
ticable, and deliver the same to the committee on Printing, who are authorized
to procure the printing of three hundred (300) copics in pamphlet form for the use
of this Grand 3.

Resolved, That the Grand Sceretary be instruefed to send two copies of the
proceedings to each Grand Secretary with whom this Grand 3 is in communi-
cation, file two copies in the Territorial Library, and furnish each Grand Officer
three copies, and each subordinate CJ in this jurisdiction with five copies.
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Brother Bedford submitted the following, which was referred
to the committee on Masonic Jurisprudence:
Io the A.-. W.-. Grand O of Nebraska :

Under a resolution passed at tlhie last session of this Grand (3, was it the inten-
tion of the (3 to attach the members of Peru (3, under dispensation, to Nemaha
Valley O as a body, or to be received upon individual application?

The Grand O then took a recess until to-morrow at 8 o’clock
A. M.

—<——
SECOND DAY.

WEDNESDAY, June 24—8 o’clock A. M.

The Grand O resumed its session. Present, M... W.-. D, H.
Wiheeler, Grand Master, and officers and representatives as
before.

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

The Grand Sccretary presented the following as his report
of dues received from the several C83, which was referred to the
committce on Accounts:

REPORT.

STEPREN D. BANGS, Grand Secretary, in account with the Grand = of Nebraska, Dr.
tNoldi1eR oM, NEDFaSKN Sy N O N o OOt ete s et ssodsasetrsnsersasrhetars s Phatssesnt oo {00 $18 00
0 & Western Star =, No. 2. . 6500
(L [ Capital =3, No. 3 63 00
4 L] Nemaha Valley &, No. 4.... 43 00
«Q B Dakota =, No. 5.... 44 00
0 @ Piattsmouth o, No. 6.. 5 528 00!
G ] 1) @ G 1 I R L oo [c' e cosio e e madataneation conanse «siesnas cbaehanais oo 20 00
& & Columbus =, and charter 55 00
To amount from Grand Master. 30 00
390 00

Cr.

By Grand Treasurer's reCeipl....ccccciiccsmrsensssasresssnnsessssrisarissssssssasssanssnsas $390 00

Brother Harvey offered the following, which was adopted :

Whereas, Peru (3, under dispensation, has been discontinuted; thercfore, be it
Resolved, That the Worshipful Master of Nemaha Valley 3, No. 4, be, and
he i3 hereby authorized and directed to receive the property of said (=, dispose
of the same to the best advantage, and report the proceeds to the Grand Treas-
urer, and pay over the funds so received upon the order of the Grand Treasurer.

Brother Goss offered the following, which was adopted :

Resulved, That all subordinate T2 under the jurisdiction of this Grand O be,
and they are hereby instructed Lo procure a sufficient number of lamb-skin or
white leather aprons, for the purpose of initiation in their respective Cch.
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Brother Furnas, from the committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence, made the following
REPORT.

To the M.*. W.-. Grand T3 of Nebraska :

Your committee on Foreign Correspondence regret that they cannot make
such a report as the subject demands. The duty of this committee should be to
present to the (3 of this jurisdiction a resume of the proceedings of other Grand
bodies in correspondence with this, of all matters of interest to the craft at large,
that correct ideas of masonry and its progress may be arrived at by the brother-
hood. This duty cannot be performed within the limited time allotted your
committee. The printed volumes of other Grand {37 came into our haunds since
the convening of this Grand (3. It would be both a pleasing and profitable
duty to peruse these proceedings, and report in detail, but circumstances pre-
vent. Your committee, therefore, will attempt nothing further than to revort
a mere catalogue of the proceedings of other Grand CZn. They are as follows:

Connecticut, May 13 and 14, 1863.

Colorado, special session, May 6, 1863.

Colorado, regular session, November 2 and 3, 1863.

Delaware, June 27, 1863.

Delaware, June 27, 1863.

Illinoig, October 6, 7, 8, 1863.

Indiana, May 25, 1863.

District of Columbia, May 13 and 15, and June 23 and 26, 1862, and Septcm-
ber 28, October 30 and 31, and November 3, 1863.

Iowa, June 2, 1863.

Kansas, Oct. 20, 1863.

Kentucky, October 19, 20, 21 and 22, 1863.

Louisiana, February 8, 1864.

Maine, May, 1863.

Michigan, January 13, 1863.

Missouri, May 25, 1663.

Maryland, May 11, 1863.

Maryland, Angust 17, 18, 1863.

New IHampshire, December 30, 1862, June 10, 1863.

New Jersey, January 21, 22, 1863.

New York, June 2, 1863.

Rhode Island, May 25th, 1863.

Vermont, January 14, 1863.

Washington Territory, December 1, 1863,

‘Wisconsin, June 9, 1863.

Respectfully submitted.

R. W. FURNAS,

) I
GEO. B. GRAFF, { Committee.
The report was adopted.

Brother Furnas, from the committee on Subordinate Returns,
submitted the following report, which was adopted :
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REPORT.

o the M.. W.*. Grand O of Nebraska:

Your committee on Subordinate Returns, respecifully report that they have
performed the duties assigned them, and find the returns of the following nam-
ed (3 correct, and the statistical condition of each, as follows:

f

[ & P | " e

S|4 8 ‘ i §

Gy 382 il LR . ) [ oS

NAME OF LODGE, = ;'-:l'ﬂ dL 82 s 9 -

nigle|2lS|dl2 8152 gl H

E'o,"gwgr':_ﬂ’w_@' e =

% 515 21235 588538 2

i |8 = B

@ ElEmlEldi=2ElEealEl <
1{Nebraska = | 2 11 ETTer. 1|...| 3|3 18 00
2| Western Star o | 51 5| 3] 6] 4| 2| 3|...]...| 3] 3] 65 00
HCHO N = M S P 0 (Y = o] T 6 4| 6| 4| 1| 3...] 1| 3| 63 a0
2| NOINAND VAIIEY D.ovsanrsserssossssomereseseremsermees w1 ST ) 0 9 ] I 1 2 R
6 /Dakota . e | 32| 11 1f 6§ 7f Tles| Tfsisf-- Al 44 00
6| BTt monthic .=k .. LN 33) 1] 8| 8 56{ 5/ 2| 2| 1 1 6/ 52 00
]| D e () RO et s s - A 1|t 1) 2| 2| 2] 1. 20 00
8|Columbus ..., 11 3 410 7 4 i |60 30 00
Total..c.oe IR S AR, ot zm|1u 21 43'31 32| 1u| 8 10\ 1| 5[20|3335 00

Respectfully submitted.

R. W. FURNAS,
J. A, GOODLI‘JTT + Committee.
HENRY BROWN, )

Brother Irish, from the committee on Masonic Jurisprudence,
made the following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.-. W.*. Grand O of Nebraska:

Your committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the follow-
ing questions:

‘‘Does a sentence of expulsion made by a subordinate [ operate fully and
effectively before such expulsion is reported to the Grand 3 and a ratification
of such sentence by that body ? If yes, what action is necessary to be taken
by a (3 expelling one of its members, in reference to notifying other O3, in
and outof the jurisdiction of this Grand 3, of such expulsion 7"

Would respectfully report in answer to the first question: That expulsion from
a subordinate T3 does operate fully and effectively until the member shall be re-
instated as i3 provided for in the By-Laws of this Grand 3, Section 25.

In reply to the second interrogatory we would respectfully refer to Sections 23
and 24 of the By-Laws.

Respectfully submitted.

0. H. IRISH,
JOHN Q. GOSS, » Committee.
WM. E. HILL, )

Brother Irish, from committee on Masonic Jurisprudence,
made the following
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REPORT.
7o the M.. W. . Grand ) of Nelraska :

Your committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the ques-
tions as to tle effect of the resolution passed at the last session of this Grand (3
with reference to Peru 3, U. D., would respectfully report the following reso-
lution:

Resolved, That the M.:. W.-. Grand Master and R.-. W. . Grand Secrctary
be and they are hereby authorized to grant dimits in the usual form, as near as
the case will admit of, to each individnal member of Peru, U. D., who at
the time of the surrender of the dispensation was in good and regular standing
to unite with Nemaha Valley (3, No. 4, or any other just and legally consti-
tuted T3, which said dimit when presented, to be regarded and acted upon un-
der the same rules and regulations as are provided for in their By-Laws, in cases
where a dimitted brother from one subordinate (3 petilions to become a merm-
ber of another.

0. H. IRISH,
JOHN Q. GOSS, » Committee.
W. E. HILL,

On motion, the report was adopted.
Brother Irish, from committee on Masonic Jurisprudence,
made the following report, which was adopted:

REPORT.
To the M.~. W. . Grand (2 of Nebraska :

Your committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, would respectfully recommend
the propricty of ameunding Section ** thirty-four '* of the By-Laws of this Grand
@ by striking out the term ‘*for non-payment of dues,”” occurring in the [ourth
and fifth lines of said section as printed in the report of this Grand {J for 1863.

Respectfully submitted.

0. H. JRISH,

JOHN Q. GOS8, » Committee.
W. B. HILL,

Brother Irish from the committee on Charters and Dispen-
sations, submitted the following

REPORT.
Tolhe M.-. W. . Grand (0 of Nebraska:

Your committee on Charters and Dispensations, to whom was referred the
matter of the dispensation of ** Bannock,'’ ‘‘Monitor,”" ‘‘Idaho’’ and ‘‘ Loup
Fork "' [ET, would respectfully report the following resolution:

Resolved, That the M., W.-. Grand Master be, and he is hereby, requested
to issue new dispensations to ‘*Bannock,” ‘' Monitor" and ‘‘Idaho’* Cg,
upon the payment of the proper dues and fees, and the R.. W. . Grand Secre-
tary be, and he is hereby, ordered to notify them of our action, duly attested by
the seal of the Grand (3 of Nebraska.

Your committee having also examined the By-Laws and proceedings of Loup

31
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Fork 3, U. D., find the same correct, and would therefore respectfully report
the following resolution:

Resolved, That a charter be granted to Brothers N. R. Hays, James 8. Taylor,
Richard Bard, J. A. Boker, B. F. Lushbaugh, G. C. Brown and A. J. Arnold,
constituting them a (3 of Free and Accepted Masons under the name and style
of Columbus (3, No. 8, to be located at Columbus, N. T,

0. H. IRISH,
R. W. FURNAS, } Committee.
HENRY BROWN,

On motion, the report was adopted.

Brother Adams, from the committee on Charity, made the
following report, which was adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.. W.'. Grand 3 of Nebrasia :
Your committee on Charity would beg leave to report that no business has
been presented for their consideration.
Respectfully submitted.
E. C. ADAMS,
JOHN Q. GOSS,  Committee.
L. MILLER, )
Brother Nash, from the committee on Grievances, made the
following
REPORT.
To the M.:. W.:. Grand [ of Nebraska :
Your committee on Grievances would respectfully report that no business has
been presented for their consideration at this session.
Respectfully submitted.

E. R. NASH,
C. W. SKYMOUR, } Committee.
DAVID LEACH,

The report was adopted.

Brother Seymour, from the select committce appointed to
draft resolutions on the death of R... W... Grand Treasurer,
Brother Silas E. Smith, offered the following, which were nnan-
imously adopted :

REPORT.
To the M.'. W.-. Grand 3 of Nebraska :

Wuereas, This M.'. W.- Grand O of Free and Accepted Masons has been
called to mourn the loss of our most worthy Brother Silas E. Smith, deceased,
late R.-. W. . Grand Treasurer, who departed this life on the 23d day of Sep-
tember, A. D. 1863, at Nebraska City, aged 29 years. Therefore,

Resolved, That in this dispensation of Divine Providence the masonic fraternity
of this Territory have lost a most noble and distinguished brother; one who
ondly cherished our institution, who ever patronized our assemblies, and who
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loved to meet his brethren on the level and join heart and hand with them in
promoting the principles and welfare of onr most ancient order, and whose heart
was ever open to the calls of distress, and whose hand was ever ready to grant
relief. Most deeply do we deplore the loss of one so highly gifted, so upright in
his character, and so universully beloved as was our deceased brother.

Resolved, That we most deeply sympathize with the subordinate (3 of which
the deceased was & member, and while we mourn with those who mourn in this
our common bereavement, yel may the noble life and character of our deceased
brother ever lead us to emulate his virtues, and be guided by his life of wisdom
and goodness.

Resolyed, That we tender our sincere condolence to the bereaved mother and
brothers and friends of the deceased, who was to them an affectionate son, kind
brother, and devoted friend, and may He who said **let there be light and there
was light,’* and who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb, be the comforter of
the sorrowful and the widow's God.

Resolved, That, in token of our love to our deceased brother, this Grand &
be draped in mourning during the present session, and that a copy of these reso-
lutions, under the seal of the Grand 3, be sent to the mother and brother of the
deceased.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be published with the proceedings
of this Grand 3.

Respectfully submitted.
G. B. GRAFF, l
HENRY BROWN, } Committee.

C. W. SEYMOUR, )

Brother IIarvey offered the following resolution, which was
adopted:

Resolved, That the Constitution of the Grand 3 of Nebraska ought to be
amended so as to read as follows:

ArricLE 7. At each stated Communication of the Grand {1 there shall be
elected by ballot, from the brethren who are at the time constitutionally eligible
to a seat therein, a Grand Master, a Grand Senior Warden, a Grand Junior
Warden, a Grand Treasurer, a Grand Secretary. All other Grand Officers shall
be appointed by the Grand Master, with the advice and consent of the Grand 2.

ARtIcLE 11. No warrant or dispensation for the institution of a new [ shall
be granted for a less sum than ten dollars, and no charter shall be granted for a
less sum than twenty-five dollars, in addition to the dispensation fee herein pro-
vided for.

And also wherever the words *‘ Senior Grand Warden,”' *‘Junior Grand War-
den,” ‘*Senior Grand Deacon,’’ and *‘ Junior Grand Deacon,' occur in the
Constitution, that they be so changed as to read ‘*Grand Senior Warden,'’
“ Grand Junior Warden,” ** Grand Senior Deacon,’”” and ‘‘Grand Junior
Deacon.

Brother Harvey. from the committee on Accounts, submitted
the following
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REPORT.
To the M.:. W.-. Grand O of Nebraska:
Your committee beg leave to report back to the Grand O the following ac-
counts referred for their consideration, and recommend that they be allowed, ag

correct:
M.. W, GRAND MASTER'S ACCOUNT.

To amount received for dispensation from Bannock City =..

& s ¢ & ¢ Monitoro..
¢ o * ] “ Loup Fork =.
{4 o “ Grand Treasurer. 160 00
$180 00
(6)
By umoun\: paid to Grand Sccretary wer $ 30 00

» Taylor & MeClure for printing Grand & proceedmgs 150 00— $180 00

R... W.. GRAND SECRETARY’S ACCOUNT.

T,
To amount received from M.-. W.-. Grand Master... .. §30 00
To dues received from Nebraska o, No. 1 18 00

I i« %  Western Star o, No. 2....

o G ¢  Capital =, No. 3

0 = “  Nemaha Valley o3, No. 4..

@ e % Dakota =3, No. 5..eevnee-

i s “  Platismouth =3, No. 6

3 L %  Decatur o, No. 7

g & 0 ColumbuSHEENaRSRE . ..o,

" £ - “  Charter fees..

4390 00
(G
Bsalance on hand.. Teratkes s ois AT o et s Nt BT  a &390 00
i R.. W.. GRAND TREASURER’S ACCOUNT.

June 23—To amount reported on hand by Brother 8. E. Smith, Grand Treasurer. $228 19
June 23—To amount paid order in fwvor of Brother R. C. Jordan.. 61 10
Sept. 23—NBalance transferred to Brother H. Brown, Grand Treasurer pro éem....... $167 09

Sept. 23—1'oc amount received by Brother H. Brown, Grand Treasurer
pro tem., from administrators of the estate of
Brother 8. E. Smith, Grand Treasurer...c.cccouo. $167 09
By amount paid order of Grand Master in favor of Taylor &
MecClure, for printing 1,000 copies of Grand =
PTOCEeUITTIEs, O TNl S O e Y T veasosedaatessensers 8150 00

Balance on hand. o e e et o S aapatocoeaeat $17 09

Your committee also recommend the allowance of tho following bills of ex-
penditure, and that the Grand Secretary be authorized to draw hig warrant on
the Grand Treasurer therefor:

To M.. W.. D. H. Wheeler, Grand Mnster, amount paid Tootle & Hanna

fork Station Ciryme e S, Sv IRMERRS , 5 Lo S v Bttt rcons. $ 230
To R.:. W... 8. D. Bnngs Grand Secretmy, nmount pald Taylor& McC]ure

for printing 500 Circulars..
To Traveling Expenses and Express Charﬂm ......

To Postage and Staticnery........ LA

TolGrand Secretanyl BB alany e, S R bt e o oot ... 50 00 § 67 60

Pay Roll of Grand Officers........ 49 00
w & Representatives 52 70

Total st coven $171 50
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RECAPITULATION.

Amount in hands of Grand Secretary..... ..$ 390 00

Amount in hands of Grand Treasurer.... 17 09 $407 09
LIABILITIES.

Amount due M.. W.. D. H. Wheeler, Grand Master.... 8 2730

Amount dee R... W... S. D. Bangs, Grand Secretary.... oor GTRG0)

Amount due Grand Officers, (Pay Roll,) 49 00

Amount due Grand Representatives, (Pay Roll,)..... 52 70 $171 50

IRESONTCEHROV O ITIADILNGTENE Ny. e tr . Eeeae A EI s SC 0, oot e e e e Sae $235 59

All of which is respectfully submitted.
W. I. HARVEY,
DAVID LEACH, ! Commitiee.
J. A. GOODLETT, )

On motion, the report was adopted.

The bond of Brother W. E. Harvey, as Grand Treasurer, was
received, and on motion, approved and ordered spread upon the
records.

TREASURER'S BOND.
HALL oF THE GRAND [ oF NEBRAsKA, F. AND A, M., )
PrarrsmouTh, N. 1., June 24, 1864,

Know all men by these presents, That'we, William E. Harvey, as principal,
and T. W. Bedford and Geo B. Graff, as suretics, are held and firmly bound
unto the Grand 3 of Nebraska of Free and Accepted Masons, in the penal
sum of one thonsund dollars, lawful money of the United States, for the pay-
ment of which, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs,
and executors, cach of them, firmly by these presents.

The condition of the above obligation is such, that whereas, William E. Har-
vey has been elected Treasurer of the Grand O3 of Nebraska, now if the said
William K. Harvey shall well and truly discharge the duties of his said office of
Treasurer as required by the Grand 3, and shall pay over all moneys in his pos-
session as Treasurer to his successor in office, then this obligation to be void,
otherwise to remain in full force and virtue.

Signed and sealed at the city of Plattsmouth, Nebraska Territory, this 24th
day of June, 1864.

i,

e L] WILLIAM E. HARVEY, Principal.
et T. W. BEDFORD, Surety.

{ stamp. GEO. B. GRAFF, Swely.

* %

Brother Seymour offered the following resolution, which was
referred to the committee on Masonie Jurisprudence :

Resolved, That where any brother helonging to any subordinate 3 in this juris-
diction has been suspended for the non-payment of dues, and said dues shall re-
main unpaid for the period of six months thereafter, then it shall be the duty of
the Worshipful Master of tho (3 of which such suspended brother is a memhber
to order the Secretary to enter the name of the delinquent brother upon the :I]
books as expelled, which action shall be final.
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On motion, the Grand O proceeded to the installation of the
Grand Officers for the ensuing year.

The Worshipful Grand Marshal presented the Grand Officers
to the M... W.-. D. II. Wheeler, Grand Master, who installed
them into their respective offices in ample form.

Brother Irish, from the committec on Masonic Jurisprudence,

submitted the following
REPORT.

To the M.-. W.-. Grand O3 of Nebraska:

Your committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the follow-
ing resolution:

¢ Itesolyed, That where any brother belonging to any subordinate (X in this juris-
diction, has been suspended for the non-payment of dues, and said dues shull re-
main unpaid for the period of six months thereafter, then it shall be the duty of
the Worshipful Master of the {3 of which such suspended brother is & member,
to order the Sccretary to enter the name of the delinquent brother upon the &3
books as expelled, which action shall be fnal,’’

Would respectfully report that they have not time to consider 1t with the care
and deliberation its importance demands, and would therefore ask leave to re-
port at the next stated Communication of the Grand 3.

Respectfully submitted.
0. H. TRISH,
JOHN Q. GOSS, » Committee.
W. K. HILL,

On motion, the report was adopted.
The committee on Pay Roll submitted the following report,
which was approved and ordered paid:
PAY ROLL
Of the Officers and Members of the Grand C3 of Nebraska of Ancient, Free and Ac-

cepled Masons, for the Seventl Annual Communication held at Plalismouth on
Thursday June 23, A. D. 1864.

GRAND OFFICERS.

NAMES. RESIDENCES.

D. H. Wheeler, M... W.-. Grand Master..
*Q. H. Irish, Deputy Grand Master

.| Plattsmouth...

*G. B. Graff, Senior Grand Warden.. Dakota | P [TTTI] (AT
Lorin Miller, Junior Grand Warden, pro ten./Omaha........ccurveeeenes| 20/ 2 00| 3 00|
Henry Brown, Grand T'reasurer veesee.| Nebraska City " 3 00| 300
S, I). Bangs, Grand Secretary.... veevees| Bellevue, 100 300!
John (). Goss, Grand Chaplain, pro tem Bellevue 100/ 300
R. W. Fnrnas, Grand Orator, pro tem.. 9 50 3 00

*F. C. Adams, Grand Lecturer...........
*T. W. Bedford, Grand Marshal, pro tem ..
E. R. Nash, Past Senior Grand Deacon..
*J. A. Goodlett, Junior Grand Deacon.
C. H. Wolcott, Grand Tyler

il Decatur....
.|Nebraska

y 4 . "800/ 300
 Total...... 826 00 24 00 49 00
*Drew pay as Representatives.
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MEMBERS.

= £ —— __j = ¥ __) —
3 NAME OF . WHERE HELD. =1 =9 TOTAL.| TO WHOM PAID,
(=] el | a0

Yl SN {1 el M seom e Al =i Gl T a =2 i

1..|Nebragka c......ccouee Bellevue..... ... 10 $ 1 00 00(% 4 00 David Leach....

2./ Western Star o........' Nebraska City. . 80; 300 00/ 6 00.J. A. Goodlett.

AL aprtal e imat Tl ..{Omaha ....... 2 00| 3 00| 5 00'W. E. Harvey...

4.. Nemaha Valley o. i 5 70| 3 00} 8 70 T. W. Bedford.

5. Dakola O.......... 115 11 50| 3 00| 14 50/Geo. B. Graff.

6..| Plattsmouth ca. =4 o[ cofEcodos 3 00 3 00|E. C. Adams..

7..| Deecatur o ; i

8 50{ 3 00| 11 50/0. H. Irish....
. $3170 21 00 5270

Respectfully submitted.
STEPHEN D. BANGS,
JOHN Q. GOSS, > Committee.
0. H. IRISH,

Brother Irish offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :
Resolved, That the committee on Printing be and they are hereby directed to

have printed with the proceedings of this Grand [ the funeral service in large
type.

Brother Irish offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed whose duty it shall be to
examine the installation service of the Grand 3, and report to the next Grand
D such additions or alterations 23 may appear to them needful.

The M.-. W.-. Grand Master appointed Brothers Irish, Furnas
and Harvey, said committee.

The Grand 3 then took a recess until 2 o’clock p. M.
—eT—

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The Grand O re-assembled at 2 o’clock, and resumed labor.
The minutes were then read and approved.

The labors of the Grand & being ended, after singing a part-
ing ode, was closed in ample form with solemn prayer.

D. H. WHEELER, Grand Master.
ATTEST:

S. D. Banas, Grand Secretary.
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RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE LODGES.

NEBRASKA ™, NO. 1, BELLEVUE, SARPY COUNTY.
Stated meetings: Tuesday on or preceding full moon.

OFFICERS.
Lemuel H. Case, Treas.
Newel R. Wileox, Sec'y.
Stephen D. Bangs, S. D.

David Leach, W. M.
John Q. Goss, S. W.
J. M. Whitted, J. W.

Jas. M. Martin, J. D.
Wm. F. Martin, Tyler.

Lathrop B. Kinney,
Lemuel H. Case,
John Q. Goss.
Samuel G. Beeman,
Silag A. Strickland,
Wm. F. Martin,

MASTER MASONS.
Lowis A. Driskell,
Stephen D. Bangs,
Green B. Niclolson.

S. W. Y Schimonsky,

James M. Martin,
Christian D. Keller,

David Leach,
John N. Chase.

J. M. Whitted,

N. R. Wilcox,
Henry T. Clarke,
sames H. Preston.

WESTERN STAR 3, NO. 2, NEBRASKA CITY, OTOE COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Friday on or preceding full moon.

OFFICERS.

John A. Goodlett, W. M. John L. Maxon, Treas'r. John Reed, J. D.

Wm. E. Hill, 8. W.
DeForest P. Rolfe, J. W.

Sylvester Redfield,
J. C. Cook,

H. P. Downs,
Geo. W. Boulware,
John B. Boulware,
I. L. Gibbs,

H. N. Cornell,
W. W. Soper,
Edward Henry,
G. H. Hail,

T. E. Thompson,
John B. Bennett,
John 8. Place,
John H. Maxon,
John F. Kinney,
Samuel P, Sibley,
H. B. Baker.
Heury Brown,
John A. Goodlett,
H. B. Horton,

G. G. Gillette,

David J. Goff, Sec'y.
Henry Brown, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Lee P. Gillette,
W. L. Boydston,
Andrew Beardsloy,
William E. Hill,
Daniel Whitinger,
Samuel Henderson,
Aden J. Cavans,
George W. Sroat,
Josh. F. Bennett,
J. T. Hoyle,

S. F. Nuckollg,
Wm. Bradway,
Peter Y. Morse,
Stephen Kent,

J. P. Cook,
Alfred Matthias,
Albert Tuxbury,
Robert Lorton,
Geo. A. Gillette,
D. P. Rolfe,

Granville H. Hail, Tyler.

Elisha Bennett,
David J. Goff,

W. H H. Waters,
S. S. Preston,
HEwPaDuvissy:
John Reed,

Johin Doolitlle,

John Boulware,

H. M. Giltner,

Silas K. Smith,
Henry O. Stevenson,
Wm. E. Pardee,

C. A. Goshen,

H. J. Kent,

Henry Siegel,

Chas. A. Place,
Charles W. Seymour,
Edward Sheldon,
Isracl Loomis,

E. S. Reed.
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Joseph Saunnders,
S. Duncan,

R. R. Andrews,
William Fuiton,

GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA.

FELLOW CRAFTS.
Jos. E. Lawrence,
H. D. Hathaway,

ENTERED APPRENTICES.

W. D. Wier,
R. H. Matthews,

249

S. 8. Bonney.

Robert Hawke.

CAPITAL 3, NO. 3, OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY.

Stated meetings: first and third Mondays in each month.

Byron Reed, W. M.
Augustus Roeder, S. W,
Lorin Miller, J. W.

Geo. Armstrong,

E. A. Allen,

James E. Boyd.
Aaron Cahn,

E. H. Clark,

W. R. Demarest,
Geo. W. Forbes,
Addison R. Gillmore,
Joel 7. Griffin,
Charles W. Hamilton,
G. A. Hess,

M. Hellman,

P. W. Hitcheock,

R. C. Jordan,

A. D. Jones,

James K. Ish.

H. W. Kuhng,
Lorin Miller,

W. . Bowman,

OFFICERS.
P. Windheim, Treas.
Jno. R. Porter, Sec'y.
E. A. Allen, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

John Logan,
John R. Porter,
P. A. Preston.
William M. Pyper,
Samuel E. Rogers,
Augustus Roeder,
Byron Reed,
E. V. Smith,
James F. Taylor,
Philip Windheim,
H. H. Vischer,
James K. Wall,
Wm. Wilder,
William Rauth,
Elias G. Sears,
Jumes (. Megeath,
Johu B. Chanbers,
N. P. Isaacs,
ENTERED APPRENTICES.
Wm. Bowen,

Horace Newman, J. D
James F. Taylor, Tyler.

R. 8. Gillis,

F. Court,
Charles Ruter,
L. J. Ruth,

8. M. Curran,
M. C. Wilber.
Horace Newman,
‘W. H. Connor,
C. Bremer,

H. Grebe,

F. A. Hoffman,
T. W. Douglas,
J. F. Simpson,
W. B. Wilson,
Henry Munger,
E. A. Frenzell,
S. M. Owens,
W. E. Harvey.

W. H. S. Hughes.

NEMAHA VALLEY 3, NO. 4, BROWNVILLE, NEMAHA COUNTY.

Stated meetings: first and third Saturdays in each month.

Geo. W. Bratton, W. M.
A. G. White, S. W.
Jesse Noel, J. W.

Geo. W. Bratton,
Jesse Noel,
Jer. Marlatt,
R. W. Furnas,
Franklin Ferguson,
George Crow,
T. W. Bedford,
R. F. Rainey,

32

OFFICERS.

J. W. Bennett, Treas'r.
Jeremiah Marlatt, Sec'y.
R. W. Furnas, S. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Hiram Alderman,
M. W. Keeling,
David Siegel,
Frederick Marlatt,
John L. Colhapp,
Johu W. Bennett,
Aaron Conuer,

John H. Morrison, J. D.
‘Wm. Brightmyer, Steward.

John H. Morrison,
William Brightmyer,
A. J. Richardson,
A. G. White,

Jacob Marhon,
Thomas Kelley,
Isaac Chivington.
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DAKOTA O. NO. 5, DAKOTA, DAKOTA COUNTY.

Stated meetings: Saturday on or preceding full moomn.

Geo. B. Graff, W. M.
James Clark, 8. W.
Benj. F. Chambers, J. W.

William Adair,
‘Wm. W. Armour,
Harlan Baird,

A. H. Baker,
Benj. F. Chambers,
James Clark,
Chas. F. Eckhart,
Alfred M. Elam,
Alexander Ford,
Geo. B. Graff,
A. H. Jackson,

OFFICERS.

John McQuilkin, Treas.
C. F. Eckhart, Sec'y.
Wm. Adair, 8. D.

MASTER MASONS.

Amos Lamsou,
Silag T. Leaming,
Wm. C. McBeath,
John M. Quilkin,
Barnabas Bates,
Wum. Boulion,
Curtis B. Blevin,
William Cheney,
Wm. Nixon,
Jacob H. Graff,
M. Pinkerton,

ENTERED APPRENTICE.
John A. Pinnegar.

Samuel Gamble, J. D,
Jacob H. Graff, Tyler.

Asa Rathburn.
Samuel Shull,
Samuel Whitehorn,
Gen. W. Wilkinson,
John B. Zeigler,
Samuel Gamble,
Edward B. Murphy,
John M. Phillips,
Ira Van Camp,

J. N. H. Patrick.

PLATTSMOUTH (7, NO. 6, PLATTSMOUTH, CASS COUNTY.
Stated meetiags: first and third Mondays in each month.

E. C. Adams, W. M.
E. T. Duke, S. W.
Chas. H. Wolcott, J. W.

D. H. Wiheeler;
E. C. Adawms.
J. N. Wise,

A, B. Fuller,

C. H. Wolcort,
Jacob Vallery,
Joseph Schlater,
J. C. Cummins,
John W. Marshall,
Wm. B. Porter,
Joseph Harper,

Harry Howland,
W. P. Davis,
Isaac Wiles,

OFFi OLRS.

Thos. K. Havua, Treas.
S. Spurlock, Sec'y.
A. Tutt, S. D,

MA-TER MASONS.

James Minclell,
Enos Williams,
Wm. B. Warbriton,
Samuel H. Jones,
E. T. Duke.

T. M. Marquette,
Tuomas K. Hanna,
W H. Sprailin